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PART   I. 


GENERAL    REPORT,   1882. 


ANNUAL    REPORT 


ON    THB 


COMMON,  ACADEMIC, 


AMD 


formal  and   Model    Schools   of  Nota  Scotia, 


1882. 
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To  His  HoNoii  the  Honorable  Adams  George  Archibald. 

Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  Pro^vn6e  of  Nova  Scotia: 

May  it  please  your  Honor,-^ 

In  submitting  my  fifth  Annual  Report,  I  am  able  to  state  that  the 
year  whose  operations  it  records,  was  marked  in  important  respects 
by  exceptional  educational  activity.  Inquiry  and  action  directed  to 
the  improvement,  in  quality,  of  the  instruction  given  in  the  Public 
Schools,  have  not  been  confined  to  oflScials  and  teachers,  but  have 
characterized  many  communities.  As  the  result  of  eflbrts  put  forth 
during  the  past  year,  the  schools  of  the  Province  are  now  for  the  first 
time  provided  with  an  authorized  Course  of  Study.  The  statistics 
presented  show  a  considerable  increase  from  the  preceding  year  in  the 
number  of  teachers  and  schools  for  both  terras.  The  small  decrease 
in  the  attendance  of  the  Winter  Term,  due  to  continuously  severe 
weather  and  heavy  snow  falls,  was  more  than  counterbalanced  by  the 
increase  of  the  Summer  Term.  Suggested  modifications  of  our 
educational  system  at  certain  points,  are  believed  to  propose  nothing 
which  can  fairly  be  regarded  as  either  revolutionary  or  retrogressive. 
Fundamental  principles  are  recognized  as  fixtd.  It  is  simply  sought 
to  conform  their  operation  to  that  law  of  progress  which  has  so  far 
guided  the  development  of  public  education  in  Fova  Scotia. 
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STATISTICAL    ABSTRACT, 


1. — School  Sections, 

Total  number  in  Province ISl^' 

18M 1791> 

Increase 15 

"Winter.  Slimmer.  Year. 

No.  of  Sections  without  Schools 342  24G  133 

«•  M  ••  1881      361  252  128 

Decrease.,...  19  Decrease     6  Increase     5 

2. — No.  OF  Schools,  Pupils,  Teachers,  &c. 

"Winter.  Summer^ 

Total  No.  of  Schools  in  operation 1820  1910 

1881  ....       1763  1877 

Increase  . . , 57    Increase . .     33 

Total  No.  of  Registered  Pupils 76888  81196 

»•       1881 77468  80189 

Decrease 580     Increase . .  1007 

Total  No.  diflferent  Pupils  during  year 95912 

«•  »»  •»  1881 98148 

Decrease 223& 

"Winter.  Snmmer, 

Total  No.  of  Teachers  and  Licensed  Assist- 
ants employed 1890  1975 

1881  . .       1822  1938 

Increase 68    Increase . .     37 

8. — Proportion  of  Population  at  School,  &c. 

"Winter  Term.  Summer  Term^ 

Proportion  of  Population  at  School  ......  .1  in  5 .7  1  in  5 .4 

'•       1881... 1  in  6.6  1  in  5.5 

Decrease 1  in  758     Inc. .   1  in  437 
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Proportion  of  Population  at  School  during  year Iin4.5 

»  "  "  1881 1  in  4.4 


11 


Decrease 1  in  197 

No.  of  Pupils  daily  present  on  an  average 

for  time  in  session 42504  44989 

'•       1881 43847  43076 


II  II 


f 

Decrease 1343  Increase . .  1914 

No.  Pupils  daily  present  on  full  term  average    39987  42031 

1881  . .     41200  40288 

Decrease 1218  Increase  ••  1743 

Percentage  of  Pupils  daily  present  on  an  aver- 
age for  time  Schools  were  in  session  .       55 . 2  55 .4 

1881..       56.6  53.7 

Decrease 1.4  Increase. .   1.7 

Percentage  of  Pupils  daily  present  on  an 

average  for  full  term 52 .  51.7 

1881..       53.2  50.2 

Decrease 1.2  Increase . .   1.6 

Grand  Total  days'  attendance 4693479  4603626 

1881 4832927  4361049 

Decrease 139448  Incr..    242576 

4. — Classification  of  Teachers. 

Winter.  Snmmer. 

Academic  Grade • 28  28 

1881 28  26 

Increase . .       3 

First  Class  (Grade  B)  Male  Teachers 246  210 

1881  . .         261  241 

Decrease 15  Decrease . .     31 

First  Class  (Grade  B)  Female  Teachers 67  62 

"                   ••                     M                1881           51  53 

Increase » 16  9 


iv 
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Second  Class  (Grade  C)  Male  Teachers 


II 


»i 


II 


1881 


Decrease 


Sceond  Class  (Grade  C)  Female  Teachers , . . 

1881 


II 


Increase 


Third  Class  (Grade  D)  Male  Teachers 


II 


II 


II 


1881.. 


Decrease 


Third  Class  (Grade  D)  Female  Teachers 

•I  II  1.  1881 


Increase 


Total  No.  Male  Teachers 

»»  "  1881 


Decrease 
Total  No.  Female  Teachers . . . 


II 


II 


1881 


Increase 


•  •  • 


242 
245 

196 
206 

3 

Decrease . 

.  10 

548 
543 

601 
601 

5 

202 
213 

180 
210 

11 

Decrease . 

.  30 

517 
447 

669 
569 

70 

Increase . 

.  100 

718 
746 

612 

682 

28 

Decrease . 

.  70 

1132 
1042 

1834 
1223 

90     Increase..   Ill 


5. — Period  of  Service  of  Teachers. 

No.  of  Teachers  engaged  in  same  Section  . .       1003 
•»  »'  »»  »»  1881         929 


1088 
1130 


Increase 


74     Decrease . .    42 


No.  of  Teachers  removed  to  another  Section 
II  II  II  II      1881 


Increase 


605 
582 


618 
554 


23     Increase . .     64 


No.  of  new  Teachers .... 
"         •»  1881 


Decrease 


242 
277 


240 
221 


35     Increase..     19 


6.— Summary  of  Government  Expenditure  in  Public  Schools. 

"Winter  Term.  Snmmcr  Terra. 

Common  Schools $74026  35  $7503 1  87 

»•   1881  • 72919  32  75273  54 


II 


Increase 81107  03     Decrease S241  67 
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County  Academies $7450  00 

''      »•    1881 5457  00 

Increase • . . .     $1993  00 

Government  Expenditure  Assignable  to  Counties $156508  22 

ii  "  u  'i       1881 153630  50 

Increase $2877  72 

Inspection  of  Schools $11 600  00 

u  ..        1881 11200  00 

Increase $400  00 

Examination  of  Teachers •  •  • $581  69 

u  w         1881 601  68 

Decrease $19  99 

Miscellaneous   $5187  27 

1881 ;. .       6161  62 

Increase ,. 25  65 

Government  Expenditure  not  Assignable  to  Counties  ....  $17368  96 
i«  ••  "  «•         1881     16963  30 

Increase $405  66 

Total  Government  Expenditure  in  aid  of  Public  Schools.  .$173877  18 
"  H  "  ••  ••  1881  170593  80 

-   ■   ■  ■         - 

Increase $3283  38 

Total  Government  Expenditure  for  Education $184627  18 

"         "  •'         1881 185518  80 

Decrease $891  62 


7. — Total  Expendfture  for  the  Support   of  Public  Schools. 

Government  Expenditure $173877  18 

Local  Expenditure— County  Fund $106948  70 

Assessment  on  Sections  for  support  of  Schools  254659  51 
Assessment  on  Sections  for  Building  and  Re- 
pairs       36904  25 

397512  46 

Total  Expenditure  for  Public  Schools $571389  64 
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SCHOOL   STATISTICS. 

Tables  I-VII  contain  the  chief  statistics  relating  to  the  operations 
of  the  Public  Schools.  Their  contents  are  summarized  in  the  foregoing 
abstract. 

Sections  without  Schools. — The  returns  under  this  head  show  no 
marked  change  from  last  year.  They  prove,  however,  that  on  the 
whole  the  decided  advance  then  made  has  been  rather  more  than 
maintained.  There  has  been  an  increase  of  5  in  the  number  of 
Sections  without  schools  in  operation  during  any  part  of  the  year,  but 
reductions  of  19  and  6  in  the  number  without  schools  for  the  Winter 
and  Summer  terms  respectively.  Conclusions  deducible  from  the 
returns  show  an  increase  of  permanence  in  the  character  of  the  schools. 
Of  the  Sections  having  schools  in  the  Summer  term,  209  had  none  in 
Winter  term  ;  of  those  having  schools  in  the  Winter  term  134  were 
without  in  the  Summer  term.  Last  year  the  corresponding 
numbers  were  233  and  124.  As  I  have  pointed  out  in  former  Reports 
a  number  of  the  Sections  returned  from  year  to  year  as  having  no 
schools  have  been  reduced  by  migrations  of  population  and  changes  in 
the  currents  of  business  to  little  more  than  a  nominal  existence.  In 
a  few  others  the  local  conditions  of  support  are  so  limited  as  to  make 
the  maintenance  of  a  school,  even  with  the  supplement  of  County  and 
Provincial  aid,  confessedly  difficult.  But  these  cases  are  exceptional. 
In  most  of  the  sections  thus  reported,  nothing  is  needed  to  provide  the 
means  of  at  least  elementary  education,  save  the  putting  forth  of  local 
efforts  similar  to  those  by  which  schools  have  been  established  and 
are  still  maintained  in  many  other  parts  of  the  Province,  not  superior 
to  these  in  either  density  of  population  or  amount  of  property 
available  for  assessment  towards  the  support  of  schools.  It  seems  to 
be  lost  sight  of  by  some  that  our  educational  system  provides  special 
aid  on  a  generous  scale  for  thinly  peopled  sections  willing  to  put 
forth  proper  exertion  in  their  own  behalf.  Had  this  proffered  assistance 
called  forth  proper  local  effort  at  least  two-thirds  of  the  Sections 
reported  as  without  schools  during  the  entire  year  would  have  had 
respectable  educational  facilities  during  either  the  Summer  or 
Winter  term,  and  in  many  cases  during  both,  while  an  equal  propor- 
tion of  the  Sections  and  schools  open  one  term  and  clased  another, 
would  have  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  continuous  schools.  During  the 
past  year  the  Inspectors  have  found  time  amid  the  constant  pressure  of 
their  regular  duties  to  visit  many  unorganized  Sections  and  stimulate 
the  people  to  action  by  reminding  them  of  their  privileges. 

Number  of  Schools  and  of  Teachers. — As  compared  with  the 
corresponding  terms  of  last  year,  the  Winter  Term  shows  an  increase 
in  Schools  in  operation  of  57  and  in  Teachers  of  68,  the  Summer 
Term,  increases  of  33  and  37. 

Attendance. — The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  registered 
attendance  of  pupils  from  1866  to  1882  inclusive  : 
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No.  of  Pnpilt 

No.  of  Pupils 
registered  in 

No.  difihrent 

Yeam. 

registered  in 
Winter. 

Pupil*  registered 

Summer. 

dnrinc  tbe  yew. 

1866 

45131 

56017 

71059 

1867 

61818 

70075 

83048 

1868 

65983 

72141 

88707 

1869 

72756 

75523 
76237 

93732 

1870 

74321 

94496 

1871 

74759 

77235 
76496 

92858 

1872 

70780 

91637 

1873 

70320 

78266 

93759 

1874 

72645 

79910 

93510 

1875 

76349 

81878 
82034 

94029 

1876......... 

77593 

94162 

1877 

80788 

83941 

100710 

1878 

81523 

84169 

101538 

1879 

81640 

'      84356 

99094 

1880 

73978 

78808 

93700 

1881 

77468 

80189 

98148 

1882 

76888 

81196 

95912 

The  very  considerable  increase  in  the  numbers  of  teachers  and 
schools  for  the  Wintei  term  marked  an  augmentation  of  educational 
interest  and  activity,  leading  to  a  natural  anticipation  of  a  largely 
increased  attendance.  That  this  was  not  reali;eed  is  due  entirety,  I 
believe,  to  the  continuously  and  almost  unpreeedentedly  inclement 
weather  which  characterized  the  winter  season  of  1881. 

The  obstruction  of  travel  by  snow  drifts  for  weeks,  and  in  some 
parts  of  the  Province  for  months,  in  succession  told  powerfully  upon 
the  registered  attendance.  Under  the  circumstances,  the  small  reduc- 
tion of  580  is  a  gratifying  proof  of  the  vigor  with  which  our  schools 
were  sustained  during  that  unfavorable  season.  The  increase  of  1007 
for  the  Summer  Term  is  more  significant  from  the  fact  that  there  was 
for  that  term  a  relative  falling  off  of  1056  in  the  number  of  Tiew 
pupils,  that  is,  of  pupils  not  on  the  registers  of  the  preceding  term. 
This  indicates  a  great  improvement  in  the  fiuUter  of  continuity  of 
attendance.  As  the  total  registered  attendance  for  the  year  is  obtained 
by  adding  to  the  Winter  Term's  attendance,  the  new  pupils  on  the 
Summer  Term's  registers,  the  decrease  in  the  latter  item  virtually 
accounts  for  that  of  the  entir3  year- 

The  proportion  of  the  population  at  School  during  the  Winter 
Term  shows  a  decrease  of  1  in  every  758  of  the  entire  population. 
The  Summer  exhibits  a  corresponding  increase  of  1  in  every  437. 

The  proportion  of  the  population  at  «»chool  during  some  part  of  the 
year  was  one  in  4.5,  as  compared  with  1  in  4.4,  the  previous  year,  a 
decrease  of  1  in  197  of  the  whole  population  of  the  Province.  The 
general  average  was  exceeded  in  the  following  counties  : — Inverness, 
1  in  3.9 ;  Yarmouth,  1  in  4 ;  Kings  and  Queens,  1  in  4.1 ;  Annapolis* 
Colchester  and  Hants,  1  in  4.2 ;  Digby,  1  in  4.3 ;  Antigonish  and 
Pictou,  1  in  4.4.  Cumberland,  Lunenburg  and  Shelburne  made  th^ 
pjGDvinrual    average^   1    in   4.5       The  following  fell    below; — Cape 
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Breton,  1  in  4.8  ;  Guysboro,  1  in  4.9  ;  Victoria,  1  in  5 ;  HaBf  ax  County 
1  in  5.1  ;.  Richmond,  1  in  5.2;  Halifax  City,  1  in  6.5. 

Regularity  of  Attendance.  The  following  table  shows  the  percent- 
age of  registered  pupils  daily  present  on  an  average  during  the  period 
tne  several  schools  were  open  for  the  respective  terms  of  the  pas& 
four  years. 

Winter.  Summer^ 

1879 55.9  55 

1880 56.4  55 

1881 56.6  53.7 

1882 55.2  55.4 

When  reduced  to  the  basis  of  the  full  num^ber  of  teaching  days  in 
the  respective  terms^  the  percentages  stand  as  follows : — 

Winter  TertA.  Summer  Tennr 

1879 52.3  5^.1 

1880 53  50.7 

1881 53.2  50.2 

1882 52  51.7 

Grand  Total  Days*  Attendance, — This  item  shows  a  decrea.se  for  th& 
Winter  Term  of  139,448^  and  an  increase  for  the  Summer  Term  of 
242,576. 


PERIOD  OF  SERVICE,  SEX  AND  SALARIES  OF  TEACHERS. 

During  the  Winter  Term,  1003  teachers  continued  to  teach  ixh 
the  same  sections  in  which  they  taught  the  preceding  term;  605 
removed  to  other  schools,  while  242  engaged  in  teaching  for  the  first 
time.  During  the  Summer  Term,  the  corresponding  figures  were- 
1088,  618,  and  240. 

Of  the  23&1  Male  Teachers  of  the  Academic  and  First  Class. 
(Grades  A  and  B)  in  charge  of  schools  for  the  Summer  Term,  115 
have  been  in  service  for  upwards  of  seven  years,  37  for  upwards  of 
five  years,  and  38  for  upwards  of  three  years.  Altogether  190  of  thfr 
Male  Teachers  of  these  clases  have  been  in  service  for  upwards  of  three- 
years. 

Of  the  665  Female  Teachers  of  the  First  and  Second  classes,, 
employed  the  same  term,  202  had  been  empToytid  for  upwards  of 
seven  years,  105  for  upwards  of  five  years,  and  145  for  upwards  of 
three  yeara  Altogether  452  Female  T^cbers  of  these  classes  have 
been  in  service  for  upwards  of  three  years. 

These  facts  show  that  as  far  as  the  higher  Grades  are  concerned  the 
profession  of  teaching  is  characterized  by  a  greater  degree  of  perma^ 
nency  than  popular  opinion  assigns  it. 

In  relation  to  sex,  the  teachers  in  the  Public  Schools  (aa  average- 
being  struck  between  the  two  terms  of  the  school  year)  were  classified 
as  follows :  Male,  6*5 ;  Female,  1,233:  As  compared  with  last  year„ 
the  Male  Teachers,  have  decreased  ta  tha  number  of  49  ;  the  S%malft 
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increased  to  the  number  of  100.  The  constantly  increasing  numerical 
proportion  of  Female  Teachers  unmistakably  indicates  that  other 
professions  offer  relatively  superior  attractions  to  male  teachers- 
Contrary  to  my  hope  and  expectations,  the  statistics  of  the  year 
show  no  substantial  improvement  in  the  salaries  of  either  male  or 
female  Teachers! 

The  average  salary  throughout  the  Province  for  male  Teachers  of 
first  class,  was  $388.58  as  compared  with  $396.96  in  1881.  For 
teachers  of  this  class  the  three  highest  averages  were  Halifax  City 
$669  ;  Yarmouth  $4.98,10 ;  Queens  $450.  In  addition  the  following 
above  the  average,  Hants  $434,  Digby  $426,  Halifax  County  $422, 
Kings  $409,  Cape  Breton  $406,  Pictou  $404,  Colchester  $400. 

For  Female  Teachers  of  the  first  class,  the  General  average  was 
$288,59,  as  compared  with  $293.92  in  1881.  The  highest  avereges 
were  Cape  Breton  $420,  Halifax  City  $375,  Halifax  County  $344. 
The  average  was  exceeded  in  Yarmouth  $341,  Hants  $336,  Guysboro 
$303. 

The  Provincial  average  for  Male  Teachers  of  the  second  class  was 
$272.24  as  compared  with  $266.82  in  1881.  The  highest  averages 
were  Halifax  City  $450,  Shelburne  $335,  Kings  $306.  For  second 
class  Female  Teachers,  the  provincial  average  $225.55  as  compared 
with  $223.58  in  1881.  The  highest  averages  were  Halifax  City  $380, 
Yarmouth  $273,  Halifax  County  $253. 

For  Male  Teachers  of  the  third  class  the  general  average  was  $198.96 
as  compared  with  $192.52  in  1881.  The  highest  averages  were 
Halifax  City  $414,  Yarmouth  $303,  Kings  $283.  The  general  average 
for  Female  Teachers  of  the  third  class  was  $159.17  as  compared  with 
$159.85  in  1880.  The  highest  averages  were  Halifax  City  $270, 
Yarmouth  $187,  Shelburne  $174. 

That  the  salaries  paid  to  teachers  have  not  advanced  in  sympathy 
with  the  tendency  towards  increased  remuneration  observable  in  all 
other  departments  of  labor  is  due  in  part  to  the  fact,  not  peculiar  to 
our  Province,  that  teaching  ofiers  to  young  persons,  who  do  not  intend 
to  adopt  it  as  a  profeaaion,  a  converient  temporary  employment,  in 
advance  of  the  regular  business  of  life.  The  ]nflu3nce  of  this  class, 
embracing  as  it  does  a  large  proportion  of  the  Female  Teachers,  as 
well  as  many  young  men,  operates  against  an  increased  rate  of 
remuneration,  resulting  from  the  competition  of  other  callings. 

I  may  also  allude  to  the  circumstances  that  our  present  scale  of 
salaries  was  virtually  fixed  at  a  time  when  the  supply  greatly  exceeded 
the  demand.  •The  relation  of  supply  and  demand  is  the  prime  factor 
in  all  financial  transactions.  While  for  the  last  few  years  we  have 
been  working  down  towards  the  equalization,  of  these  elements, 
there  is  still,  I  am  assured,  a  considerable  surplus  of  teachers  willing, 
and  indeed  anxious,  to  teach  for  a  fair  remuneration.  If  it  is  true 
that  a  deficiency  is  reported  in  ^certain  localities,  it  is  equally  true 
that  nothing  is  needed  to  supply  that  deficiency  but  the  offer  of 
respectable  salaries. 

It  does  not  follow  from  this  consideration  that  the  remuneration 
given  for  teachers'  services  is  wholly  dependent  on  the  operation  of 
•coDomical  laws.  Were  it  so,  the  loss  to  the  profession,  in  respect  to 
those  most  fitted  to  adorn  it»  ^would  have  been  far  more  serious 
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than  has  actually  occurred.  Some,  if  not  many,  communities  have 
been  prompted  by  a  sympathetic  appreciation  of  the  importance  of 
education,  to  secure  and  retain  qualified  teachers  without  any  nice 
calculation  of  the  saving  which  might  be  effected  by  the  employ- 
ment of  cheaper  and  cruder  labor.  To  strengthen  and  diffuse  the 
conviction  that  an  efficient  "  laborer  is  worthy  of  his  hire  "  should  be 
the  definite  aim  of  all  who  desire  the  permanent  progress  of  our 
Provincial  system  of  education. 

I  am  pleased  to  notice  that  the  Board  of  School  Commissioners  of 
the  City  of  Halifax  has  taken  steps  to  restore  the  salaries  of  its 
teachers  to  the  rates  paid  prior  to  the  reduction  made  a  few  years 
since  in  view  of  financial  depression.  It  is  also  worthy  of  note  that 
engagements  for  the  current  year,  so  far  as  known  to  myself,  are 
generally  in  harmony  with  this  action.  This  remark  particularly 
applies  to  trained  teachers  of  the  higher  classes. 


EXAMINATION   FOR  TEACHERS'   LICENSES. 

Table  IX.  contains  in  detail  the  statistics  of  the  last  annual  examin- 
ation for  Teachers*  licenses.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  the 
results : 

Total  number  of  candidates  examined  1882—834,  1881—742, 
Increase,  92  ;  Number  applying  for  Academic  Class,  (Grade  A),  1882 
—9,  1881—4,  increase  5  ;  ^o,  successful  1882—6,  1881—2.  increase 
4.  No  applying  for  First  Class  licenses,  (Grade  B),  1882—107,  1881 
— 105,  decrease  2.  No,  successful  1882 — 51,  1881 — 50,  increase  1 ; 
No.  applying  for  Second  Class  licenses,  (Grade  C),  1882—402,  1881— 
374,  increase  28.  No.  successful  1882— 175,  1881— 145,  increase  30. 
No  applying  for  Third  Class  license,  (Grade  D),  1882—316,  1881— 
258,  increase  58.  Of  the  whole  number  of  applicants  for  license,  355 
received  the  grade  applied  for,  as  compared  with  322  in  1881,  increase 
83;  528  received  licenses  of  some  grade  as  compared  with  461  in  1881, 
increase  67 ;  306failed  altogether  toobtain  licences, as  compared  with  281 
in  1881,  increase  25.  Of  the  candidates  obtaining  licenses  59  received 
the  same  grade  as  held  before,  a**  compared  with  48  in  1881,  increase 
11  ;  7  sank  to  a  lower  grade  than  that  previously  held  as  compared 
with  10  in  1881,  decrease  3.  The  number  of  Teachers  already  holding 
licenses,  advanced  to  a  higher  grade,  was  152  as  compared  with  136 
in  1881,  increase  16  ;  the  number  of  new  applicants  obtaining  licenses 
was  310,  as  compared  with  267  in  1881,  increase  43.  The  percentage 
of  success  and  failure  shew  no  marked  change  from  last  year.  It  will 
be  observed  that  45  per  cent  of  the  entire  number  of  candidates  either 
failed  entirely  or  simply  maintained  the  grades  previously  held. 


THE  PROVINCIAL  NORMAL  SCHOOL. 

In  appendix  A  will  be  found  the  report  of  the  Principal,  J.    B. 
Galkio,  Esq.,  A.  M.    The  institution  continues  to  command  public 
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confidence,  and  to  do  good  service  to  the  Province  in  training  and  quali- 
fying teachers.  The  high  rank  invariably  taken  by  its  graduate,  as  a 
class,  at  the  annual  examinations  for  p^vincial  licenses  is  but  a  partial 
mea-sure  of  the  value  of  its  work.  The  distinction  between  mere 
scholarship  and  ability  to  teach,  though  too  often  obscurely  recognized, 
is  a  real  and  vital  one.  Under  existing  circumstances,  with  the  pro- 
fession of  teaching  thrown  open  practically  unconditioned  by  any 
requirement  of  systematic  training,  it  is  a  gratifying  fact  that  up- 
wards of  a  hundred  young  men  and  women  are  annually  found  of 
their  own  free  will  devoting  themselves  to  the  special  work  of 
preparation  for  it. 

For  upwards  of  a  quarter  of  a  century  the  Province  has  maintained 
a  Normal  School  for  the  professional  training  of  teachers.  That 
ample  compensation  has  been  received  for  whatever  expense  its  estab- 
lishment, outfit,  and  maintenance  have  involved  is  not  open  to  question. 
Though  probably  more  eflficient  at  some  periods  of  its  history  than  at 
others,  it  has  never  failed,  semi-annually  or  annually,  according  to 
circumstances,  to  respond  to  the  demands  of  the  schools  with  a 
respectable  number  of  well-trained  teachers.  Its  influence  prepared 
the  way  for  the  new  educational  policy,  whose  inauguration  crowned 
the  first  decade  of  its  existence.  From  that  pivotal  period  onward, 
its  operations  have  vitally  contributed  to  the  success  of  the  experiment 
of  popular  education.  It  implies  no  disrespect  to  not  a  few  excellent 
instructors  who  have  not  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  its  facilities,  to  state 
that  a  large  majority  of  the  teachers  of  recent  years,  who  have  sig- 
nally distinguished  themselves  by  efficiency  in  their  profession,  have 
been  its  graduates,  while  that  class  hiis  uniformly  been  far  beyond  the 
average  in  the  important  element  of  j>er7nanence  of  service,  Th9  open- 
ing of  the  new  and  most  commodious  building  in  1878,  the  subsequent 
enlargement  of  the  staff  so  as  to  provide  facilities  of  instruction  in 
Industrial  Drawing,  and  moderate  outlays  from  time  to  time  for  the 
better  equipment  of  the  scientific  department,  have  all  tended  to 
increase  the  efticiency  of  the  institution. 

In  pursuance  of  the  duty  assigned  by  law  to  the  person  hold- 
ing the  office  of  Superintendent  of  Education,  of  offering  in 
his  annual  Report  such  suggestions  as  he  may  deem  adapted  to 
promote  the  more  efficient  working  of  our  educational  system,  I 
would  now  respectfully  raise  the  question  whether  the  time  has  not 
cams  in  whioh  a  sdtisfacto7*y  guarantee  of  professional  qualification 
shall  be  exacted  of  all  who  propose  to  enter  the  Public  Schools  in  the 
capacity  of  teachers.  To  the  proper  apprehension  of  the  issues 
involved  in  this  question,  the  following  considerations  seem  to  me 
to  be  pertinent : 

1.  Our  present  standards  of  licensing  teachers  take  cognizance 
chiefly,  and  for  all  practical  purposes  exclusively,  of  non-professional 
attainments.  The  examinations  to  which  candidates  are  subjected 
test  more  or  less  thoroughly  their  knowledge  of  the  branches  which 
are  expected  to  be  taught  in  the  Public  Schools,  but  beyond  a  few 
questions  on  the  theory  of  teaching  and  school  management,  no 
account  is  taken,  nor  under  the  system  am  be  taken,  of  the  presence 
or  absence  of  qualifications,  quite  as  essential  to  success  as  scholastic 
acquisitions.     Written  examinations  are  excellent  in  their  legitimate 
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applications,  but  when  taken  as  tests  of  professional  knowledge  and 
skill  are  so  inadequate,  as  to  be  practically  uselass. 

2.  The  history  of  modern  ecjucation  shows  that  in  the  estimation 
of  the  most  enliorhtened  nations  the  crucial  point  at  which  to  test  the 
efficiency  of  educational  systems  is  the  adequacy  of  the  provisions 
made  for  professionally  qualified  teachers ;  and  that  the  most  rational 
and  effective  method  of  maintaining  a  regular  and  sufficient  supply 
of  these  is  by  providing  and  requiring  thorough  preliminary  training 
both  in  theory  and  practice,  under  competent  instructors,  and  amid 
the  stimulating  companionship  of  numbers  united  for  the  attainment 
of  a  common  object.  It  is  not  claimed  that  all  trained  teachers  suc- 
ceed, nor  that  all  untrained  ones  fail.  But  it  may  be  claimed  that  in 
such  a  matter  and  argument  as  this,  our  practice  should  be  based  not 
on  exceptions  and  possibilities,  but  on  general  piinciples  and  demon- 
strable probabilities.  If  a  teacher  who,  in  addition  to  a  fair  mas- 
tery of  the  various  branches  of  knowledge,  has  received  special  in- 
struction in  the  principles  which  underlie  and  vitalize  all  successful 
teaching,  and  has  been  taught  how  to  apply  those  piinciples  to  prac- 
tice in  the  opportunities  afforded  by  a  properly  organized  Model 
School,  is  not  better  prepared  for  the  work  to  be  undertaken, 
than  one  who  proposes  to  pass  directly  from  the  position  of  pupil 
to  that  of  instructor,  then  all  analogies  fail, — the  intellect  is  sim- 
ply bewildered  in  attempts  to  grasp  an  idea  so  incongruous  with 
re&son.  To  assume  this  negative,  is  to  sharply  differentiate  teaching 
from  everything  which  bears  the  name  of  art  or  science.  It  is  to 
represent  it  as  without  piinciple,  method,  or  process,  peculiar  to  itself, 
— its  supreme  law  the  rule  of  thumb.  But,  in  fact,  education  as  the 
science  and  art  of  communicating  knowledge,  has  laws  of  the  most 
positive  and  immutable  character,  while  a  knowledge  of  the  methods 
deducible  from  these  laws,  is  above  all  things  fundamental  to  effective 
teaching.  These  are  simply  facta,  which,  in  some  form,  and  to  some 
extent,  and  in  accordance  with  the  dictates  of  reason,  the  whole  civil- 
ized world  unites  in  recognizing.  That  a  person  has  acquired  a 
certain  amount  of  knowledge  regarding  a  given  subject,  is  no  longer 
accepted  as  a  proof  that  ne  is  qualified  to  teach  that  particular 
subject,  much  less  assume  the  responsible  duty  of  organizing  and 
conducting  a  school.  The  propriety  of  demanding  of  all  who  seek 
authority  to  assume  that  noble  and  delicate  task,  some  satisfactory 
evidence,  not  merely  of  the  possession  of  general  knowledge,  but  of 
actual  qualification  for  the  work  in  question,  seems  founded  on  the 
firmest  granite  of  right  reason  and  common  sense. 

3.  The  Province  having  provided  means  whereby  at  moderate 
cost  all  persons  proposing  to  devote  themselves  to  teaching  can  secure 
an  adequate  amount  of  professional  preparation,  to  insist  on  such 
preparation  would  seem  the  logical  complement  of  the  action  already 
taken.  If  the  importance  of  special  training  justifies  the  expenditure 
made  in  its  behalf,  what  consideration  can  justify  a  policy  which 
practically  refuses  to  more  than  half  of  the  schools  of  the  Province 
all  participation  in  the  benefits  of  such  training  ?  It  may  be  that  in 
many  communities  this  is  not  felt  to  be  a  privation,  but  if  it  be  really 
one^  the  loss  is  not  confined  to  these  particular  communities.    The 
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Province,  as  a  whole,  is  interested  in  the  strengthening  and  elevation 
of  all  its  parts. 

I  would  probably  be  regarded  as  laying  myself  open  to  censure,  in 
recommending  that  examinations  for  license  should  be  limited  to  those 
persons  who  produce  satisfactory  certificates  of  professional  knowledge 
and  skill,  obtained  either  at  our  own,  or  other  approved  Normal 
Schools,  were  I  not  to  enquire  somewhat  in  detail  into  the  probable 
effect  of  such  a  change  on  the  general  working  of  our  educational 
bystem.  That  it  would  bring  about  a  marked  improvement  in  the 
character  of  the  instruction  given  in  many  of  the  schools  seems  to 
me  to  be  involved  in  the  very  nature  of  the  case.  The  opposite  is  not  a 
conceivable  possibility.  Teaching  cannot  be  excluded  from  the  opera- 
tion of  a  law  which  governs  every  profession  and  calling  of  man.  The 
raw  recruit  is  never  equal  to  the  trained  soldier.  But  so  large  a  part 
of  the  considerations  already  presented  bear  directly  upon  this  point, 
that  its  further  discussion  is  unnecessary. 

Perhaps  it  will  be  urged  that  many  nominally  untrained  teachers 
have,  after  all,  secured  in  the  schools  in  which  their  stuties  have  been 
pursued,  special  instruction  in  the  principles  and  methocis  of  teach- 
ing. In  a  certain  sense  this  is  true.  Many  teachers  have  shown 
much  diligence  in  preparing  their  pupils  (wishing  to  qualify  for 
teachers)  for  the  questions  of  the  syllabus.  The  general  feeling  on 
this  subject  is  pretty  clearly  indicated  by  the  pressure  which  ha*,  been 
brought  to  bear  on  the  Department  of  Education,  to  prescribe  some 
manual  of  teaching,  from  which  the  questions  shall  be  taken,  and 
whose  use  would  facilitate  the  process  of  cravi  for  intending  applicants 
for  license.  If,  in  any  cases,  sounder  and  more  rational  methods  have 
been  emplo3'ed,  if  time  has  been  taken  to  seek  some  opportunity  for 
illustrating  in  practice,  the  principles  enunciated  in  theory,  to  prepare 
in  short  not  so  much  for  obtainina  a  license^  as  for  doing  effectively 
the  work  to  which  a  license  leada,  the  question  may  be  fairly  raised, 
whether  funds  raised  for  general  educational  purposes  by  a  Section 
can  be  legitimately  applied  to  the  special  professional  training  of  a 
few.  The  law  wisely  abstains  from  imposing  on  trustees  and  rate* 
payers  any  obligation  to  provide  facilities  for  the  specific  training  of 
teachers.  Instances,  however,  are  sometimes  met  with,  in  which 
whole  communities  seriously  suffer  from  misconception  on  this  point, 
two  or  three  young  persons  who  wish  to  obtain  licenses  receiving  more 
attention  from  the  teacher,  than  the  whole  school  beside. 

The  apprehension  which  seems  to  be  entertained  in  some  quarters 
that  the  requirement  of  professional  certificates  from  all  candidates 
for  license  would  operate  to  the  injury  of  Academies  and  High  Schools 
throughout  the  Province  is  due  to  a  failure  to  distinguish  between 
things  essentially  different.  So  far  as  such  a  movement  would  im^ 
prove  the  instruction  given  in  the  lower  schools,  so  far  it  would  be 
helpful  to  institutions  of  a  higher  character,  the  special  weakness  of 
many  of  which  now  is  that  they  are  mere  superstructures,  with  no 
adequate  foundation  on  which  to  rest.  The  standard  of  professional 
qualification  cannot  rise  without  involving  at  least  a  gradual  eleva- 
tion of  non -professional  requirements. 

The  duty  of  imparting  that  general  knowledge  to  which  the  Nor- 
mal School  proposes  to  add  the  directing  instrument  of  professional 
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skill,  must  continue  to  devolve,  primaril}'  and  chiefly,  on  the  Public 
Schools  of  the  various  grades  tnroughout  the  country.  The  more 
thorough  and  extensive  the  knowledge,  the  more  mature  and  cultivated 
the  intellect,  of  the  youth  who  enter  the  Normal  School,  the  greater 
profit  will  they  derive  from  a  course  of  professional  instruction.  The 
standards  of  admission  being  made  as  high  as  circumstances  from  time 
to  time  permit,  the  instruction  given  in  the  Normal  School  on  subjects 
not  strictly  professional  should  differ  from  that  on  the  same  subjects  in 
other  schools,  in  having  a  direct  relation  to  the  art  of  teaching.  The 
experiment  of  entirely  abandoning  non-professional  work  in  Normal 
Schools  has  in  no  case  within  my  knowledge  proved  perfectly  satis- 
factory, though  the  more  completely  such  work  can  assume  the 
character  of  a  review  of  studies  previously  pursued,  the  more  effectually 
is  the  great  practical  end  sought  capable  c^  realization. 

As  to  the  effect  on  the  teaching  profession  itself,  I  am  persuaded 
that  it  would  be  good,  and  only  good.  Even  as  things  now  are,  can- 
didates for  licenses  find  that  to  qualify  themselves  for  teachiiigy  as  well 
as  for  licenses,  pays  by  securing  better  remuneration  than,  on  the 
average,  they  would  otherwise  obtain.  If  the  proposed  m3asure 
would  bear  hardly  on  individuals,  it  could  inconvenience  those 
only  whose  circumstances  lead  them  to  make  the  schools  a  tera- 
poraiy  stopping  place.  It  might  be  objected  to  by  the  young  man 
who  purposes  to  teach  for  a  year,  and  then  leave  the  Province,  go  to 
College,  or  enter  one  of  the  professions;  but  it  should  be  hailed  as  a 
boon  by  all  whose  calling  it  would  dignify  into  a  real  profession, 
whose  social  pasition  it  would  elevate,  and  whose  means  of  com- 
fortable and  respectable  living  it  would  enhance.  Surrounded  by 
this  prudent  safeguard  the  business  of  teaching  would  be  immensely 
raised  in  its  entire  scope  and  character. 

A  more  important  point  remains  to  be  considered,  viz :  the  effect 
likely  to  be  exerted  on  the  supply  of  teachers  by  the  proposed  change  in 
the  manner  of  their  production,  I  subjoin  an  estimate,  which  seems 
to  me  a  fair  one,  indicating  that  no  serious  apprehensions  of  scarcity  need 
be  entertained.  Two  or  three  considerations  are  worthy  of  being 
noted.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  quite  a  number  of  the  persons 
under  existing  arrangements  annually  licensed  and  nominally  ranked 
as  teachers,  never,  from  various  causes,  actually  enter  the  service,  and 
that  very  many  more  enter,  and,  also  from  various  causes,  leave  shortly 
after  they  have  entered.  I  am  persuaded  from  the  analogy  of  other 
countries  and  from  the  reason  of  things,  that  one  of  the  first  and  most 
significant  effects  of  the  suggested  change  would  be  to  lengthen  in  a 
marked  degree  the  average  term  of  teachers'  services,  securing  for  the 
schools  the  benefits  of  more  experienced  instructors,  and  diminiehing 
by  a  large  percentage  the  needed  annual  increment  of  teachers. 

Estimating  then  the  average  term  of  service  of  first  class  teachers 
(grade  B)  as  eight  years — surely  not  an  extravagant  assumption,  the 
Province  does  not  really  require,  to  make  good  the  losses  caused  by  death 
and  withdrawal  from  the  service,  more  than  thirty  teachers  of  this 
class  annually  added  to  the  roll.  For  the  second  class  (grade  C),  on 
an  estimated  basis  of  six  years  average  term  of  service,  a  similar 
annual  increment  of  from  120  to  150  would  suffice.  Tho.  total  number 
annually   required   to  maintain  these   two  higher  grades,  the  ^Soruial 
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School,  under  re*adja8tments  to  be  suggested,  is,  I  am  confident,  able 
satisfactorily  to  supply. 

A  greater  practical  difficulty  occurs  in  conrifection  with  training 
third  class  teachers,  of  whom  on  an  average  of  four  years'  servicey  pro- 
bably 150  to  175  would  be,  for  some  time,  annually  needed  to  keep  the 
ranks  full.  To  demand  a  lengthened  period  of  professional  prepara- 
tion from  persons  proposing  to  labor  in  fields  so  unremunerative  as 
are  the  sections  which  employ  third  class  teachers,  is  plainly  unrea- 
sonable. And  yet  what  is  more  adapted  to  awaken  serious  thought 
than  reflection  on  the  fact  that  nearly  one  third  of  the  children  of 
the  Province  are  in  charge  of  teachers  whose  general  scholarship  is 
measured  by  the  third  class  syllabus,  and  not  ten  per  cent,  of  whom 
have  had  any  opportunity  of  acquiring  even  the  rudimentary  knowl- 
edge of  the  art  of  teaching !  It  is  important  to  be  observed,  too, 
that  while  elementary  instruction  particularly  calls  for  teachers  who 
understand  something  beyond  the  subjects  taught,  as  mere  branches  of 
knowledge,  it  is  a  well  known  fact  that  the  prospect  of  teachers  sup- 
plementing early  deficiency  of  professional  culture  by  subsequent 
efforts  is  in  the  inverse  ratio  of  their  mental  immaturity. 

I  regard  the  practical  difficulty  to  which  I  have  alluded  by  no 
means  insuperable,  and  I  certainly  think  that  some  consideration 
should  be  shown  localities  compelled  by  their  circumstances  to  employ 
this  class  of  teachers.  The  plan  which  I  submit  provides  for  the 
grade  in  question  a  course  of  instruction,  not  so  long  and  thorough  as 
is  desirable  in  the  abstract,  but  such  as  will,  if  carried  out,  in  the 
lapse  of  a  few  years  work  a  revolution  in  the  character  of  the  educa- 
tion given  in  many  parts  of  the  Province. 

My  proposal  then,  for  the  distribution  of  work  in  the  Normal  School, 
the  possession  of  whose  certificate  would  be  the  essential  preliminary 
to  examination  for  license,  is  as  follows  : 

1.  Let  the  annual  session  for  first  class  (Grade  B)  teachers  be  as 
now  from  November  to  July,  the  standard  of  admission  being  the 
subjects  of  the  second  class  syllabus  (Grade  C),  an  examination  being 
held  thereon  when  the  second  class  license  is  not  actually  held. 
Holders  of  second  class  licenses  should  be  eligible  for  admission  as 
candidates  for  first  class  licensee  as  late  as  the  first  of  May  of  each 
vear. 

V 

2.  Let  the  session  for  second  class  (Grade  C)  candidates  extend 
from  November  1st  to  May  1st,  the  standard  for  admission  being  the 
subjects  of  the  third  class  (Grade  D)  syllabus,  with  the  same  provision 
for  examination  as  above,  rmUatis  viutandia. 

3.  Let  the  session  for  third  class  (Grade  D)  teachers  extend  from 
May  1st  to  July  20th,  admission  being  based  on  examination  upon  the 
subjects  of  the  third  class  syllabus,  though  of  a  somewhat  less  search- 
ing character  than  that  for  license  held  by  the  Provincial  authorities 
at  end  of  session.  The  aim  of  confining  the  attention  of  this  class  to 
study  of  method  and  practical  exercises  in  teaching,  should  be  adhered 
to  as  strictly  as  possible,  the  general  instruction  taking  the  form  of  a 
carefully  supervised  review  of  subjects  previously  gone  over. 

4.  The  Examinations  for  Licenses  of  all  the  classes  shall  be,  as 
now,  under  the  direction  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction,  close 
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up  those  for  the  first  and  third  classes  to  be  held  at  the  end  of  the 
sessions  in  July;  that  for  the  second  class  the  last  week  in  ApriL 

Regulations  framed  in  accordance  with  the  foregoing  suggestions 
Would>  I  am  sure,  gradually,  if  not  immediately,  work  their  way  into 
public  favor  as  essentially  just  and  wise.  No  Province  of  the  Do^ 
minion  affords  so  wide  and  ^easily  opened  a  door  into  the  heart  of  the 
teaching  profession  as  Nova  Scotia,  and  in  none,  whose  statistics  are 
available,  are  teachers  more  migratory  and  poorly  paid.  That  to  some 
extent  these  two  facts  stand  in  the  relation  of  cause  and  effect  cannot,  I 
think,  be  reasonably  questioned.  But  a  Well-paid,  permanent  staff  of 
teachers  means  a  great  deal  more  than  comfort  to  individuals.  It 
means,  in  conjunction  with  other  agencies  which  naturally  ally  them- 
themselves  with  education,  the  more  rapid  development  of  all  that 
concerns  the  material,  intellectual  and  moral  well-being  of  the  Pro^ 
vince. 

The  carrying  out  of  these  suggestions  would  probably  involve  the 
necessity  of  moderately  increasing  the  Normal  School  staff.  On  the 
whole,  however,  it  would  effect  a  very  considerable  saving  of 
Provincial  funds.  The  example  of  New  Brunswick  might  be 
advantageously  followed  in  employing  a  Professor  qualified  to  devote 
special  attention  to  teachers  preparing  to  labor  in  sections  where  French 
is  the  vernacular  tongue. 

Several  Boards  of  Trustees  in  different  parts  of  the  Province 
esteem  it  a  privilege  to  employ  licensed  teachers  who  belong  to 
religious  orders,  the  regulations  of  which  might  prevent  their  members 
from  attending  the  I'rovincial  N-ornial  School.  To  meet  a  possible 
difficulty  in  that  direction,  1  would  suggest  a  regulation  authorizing 
the  acceptance  of  satisfactory  evidence  that  due  provision  was  made 
for,  and  due  attention  given  to,  professional  training  in  the 
educational  centres  of  these  orders.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that 
such  provision  already  exists.  Satisfactory  certificates  of  training 
from  Normal  Schools  of  other  Provinces  and  Countries  should  also  be 
liccepted. 


.M^ 
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SUGGESTIONS  AS  tO  INTERMEDIATE  EDUCATION. 

Tables  XVI  and  XVlI  contain  the  returns  of  Special  and  Countj/ 
Academies.  The  former  designation  embraces  four  Institutions, 
which  do  not  sustain  a  co-ordinate  relation,  but  are  simply  grouped 
together  for  the  sake  of  convenience.  Of  these,  the  Pictou  Academy 
alone,  is  an  integral  part  of  the  public  school  system  of  the  province. 
The  Halifax  High  School,  thougn  a  public  institution,  is  the  creation 
of  a  special  statute.*     The  Yarmouth  Seminary,  a  proprietary  school, 


*  This  Tnstitation  rewives  its  annnnl  grant  of  ^600,  aa  inheritor  of  the  statutory^  or  equitable^ 
fights  of  the  late  Halifax  Grammfiir  School. 
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for  many  years  subsidized  by  a  Provincial  Grant,  merged  its  educa- 
tional operations  at  the  beginning  of  the  current  year,  in  the  publio 
school  of  thj  central  section  of  the  town  of  Yarmouth.  The  Institu- 
tion for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  receives  its  legislative  grant  through  the 
Department  of  Education,  but  is  not  connected  hy  statute,  or  other- 
wise, with  the  general  educational  system  of  the  Province. 

Ciiunty  Academies  were  in  operation  during  some  part  of  the  year 
in  all  the  Countiei  of  the  Province,  not  containing  S/jeciitl  Academies, 
except  Richmond,  the  rate-payers  of  A'.icbat  having  declined  to  «vai^ 
themselves  of  the  provisions  of  the  law  in  this  reganl.  The  Public 
Schools  of  Windsor,  Kentville,  and  Pott  Hawkesbury,*  so  far  as  their 
High  School  departments  were  concerned,  came  under  academic  regu- 
lations, in  pursuance  of  actiim  of  the  Legislature,  at  the  opening  of 
the  summer  term  in  May.  The  High  School  department  of  the  Modet 
School  at  Truro,  is  conducted  as  a  l^ounty  Academy  for  the  County  of 
Colcbester.f  The  Academic  department  of  St.  Francis  Xavier  College 
continues  to  sustain,  by  arrangement  with  the  Public  School  Trustees, 
a  similar  relation  to  the  Couuty  of  Antigonish. 

The  following  is  an  abridgment  of  Tables  XVI  and  XVII.  It  will  bo 
observed  that  the  increased  attendance  is  largely  due  to  the  bringing  in 
of  new  institutions.     Pictou  Academy  shows  a  marked  increase : — 
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I  Thl«  iDBtltntton  does  not  receive  a  CoantT  AcadeniT  Oreiit  ot  ntli.    It  rfcelvi 
uinnin  In  view  ot  Its  r«UUon  to  the  Provlaoikf  NormHl  School,  the  oandltlon  of  mil 
High  S<:hool  tree  lo  quahfled  papUi  bom  the  Coantj  at  Colchester,  having  been  tro: 
«ttHhed  to  that  gruit. 

I  Tlw  retamf  tor  thla  Inrtltnttoii  %n  (Or  on*  lenn  onlr- 
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In  several  of  my  previous  reports  the  importance  of  securing,  in 
connection  with  our  educational  system,  the  development  of  effective 
instrumentalities  for  advanced  instruction,  was  dwelt  upon  at  length. 
On  the  efficiency  of  thase  instrumentalities,  the  character  of  the 
elementary  education  imparted  to  the  youth  of  the  Province  will 
largely  dopend.  The  fallacies  which  generated,  an:l  long  sustained, 
the  notion  that  nations  can  live  and  thrive  educationally  on  "the  three 
R's  "  are  practically  dead  and  buried.  No  country  has  shown  the 
possibility  of  maintaining  a  sound  and  progressive  system  of  primary 
instruction  apart  from  the  recognition  and  encouragement  of  higher 
studies.  That  in  some  form,  and  to  some  extent,  this  encourage* 
ment  shall  continue  to  be  afforded,  as  a  vital  part  of  our  school  sys- 
tem, is,  I  hope,  not  an  open  question.  Nova  Scotia  cannot  afford  to  be 
behind  other  Provinces  and  other  countries  in  a  matter  essential  to 
her  progress.  The  general  truth  of  the  importance  of  good  secondary 
schools  to  the  interests  of  higher  and  elementary  edncal;ion  alike  being; 
admitted,  how  most  effectively  to  foster  such  schools,  how,  in  other 
words,  to  make  the  limited  sum  available  for  this  purpose  go  furOiest 
towards  its  accomplishment,  is  a  most  rational  inquiry.  In  former 
reports,  in  detailing  facts  relating  to  the  operation  of  Special  and 
County  'Academies,  I  from  time  to  time  founded  on  those  facts 
suggestions  of  doubt  as  to  the  adequacy  of  the  means  employed  to 
promote  intermediate  education.  1  subjoin  certain  considerations 
which  seem  to  myself  conclusive  reasoas  for  a  legislative  remodelling 
of  this  part  of  our  educational  machinery.  In  presenting  these,  I 
would  not  be  understood  as  even  by  remote  implication  depreciating 
the  general  value  of  the  work  performed  in  the  institutions  in 
question : — 

1.  County  organization  does  not  constitute  a  natural  anrl  defensihle 
basis  on  which  to  <iistribute  ail  to  higher  education.  Some  of  the 
counties  are  thrice  as  populous  as  others,  and  might  with  a  better 
show  of  reason  than  can  be  advanced  in  behalf  of  the  present  mode 
of  distribution,  claim  proportionate  grants.  The  Provincial  funds 
appropriated  to  the  Common  Schools  in  the  shape  of  teachers*  grants 
are  not  determined  or  influenced  in  any  way  by  County  lines. 
The  amount  received  within  a  county  depends  on  the  educational 
work  done,  as  measured  by  the  number  of  teachers  employed  and 
their  respective  grades  of  licenses.  Why  should  this  common  sense 
principle  not  have  universal  application  ? 

2.  Many  centres  of  population,  which  furnish  as  good  conditions  for 
maintaining  efficient  High  Schools  as  most  of  the  county  towns, 
are  excluded  from  participation  in  the  funds  appropriated  for  higher 
education.  Among  these  may  be  mentioned  such  places  as  Dart^ 
mouth,  New  Glasgow,  Parrsboro*,  Bridgewater,  Milton,  Lockeport, 
Bridgetown,  Wolfville,  Hantsport,  North  Syilney,  &c. 

3.  As  a  method  of  stimulating  local  effort,  the  County  Academy 
grants  have  not  proved  very  effectual.  Some  of  the  academies  are 
inferior  in  commodiousness  and  outfit  to  school  buildings  to  be  found 
in  many  sections  favored  with  no  special  grant.  A  few  of  their  trustee 
boards  have  honorably  dii^tinguished  themselves  by  attention  ta 
apparatus,  and  due  provision  for  the  comfortable  working  of  their 
schools.     In  others  it  has  been  difficult  to  place  these  things  on  a  pass^ 
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able  footincf.  I  have  heard  the  plea  of  poverty  urored  by  County 
Academy  Trustees.,  as  an  excuse  for  the  absence  of  ordinary  school- 
room appliances,  when  the  entire  salary  of  the  teacher  was  paid  by 
the  government  grant.  It  will  be  seen  that  eighty-four  per  cent,  of 
the  total  amount  of  salaries  paid  to  the  Principals  of  County 
Academies  was  met  by  the  government  grant.  In  several  cases  the 
sections  do  not  supplement  the  grant  by  a  single  dollar.  That  the 
chief  financial  bearing  of  the  grant  is  towards  the  reduction  of  local 
assessment  is  plain  beyond  dispute.  I  know  of  no  Academy  town 
whose  staff  of  teachers  would  legitimately  bear  reduction  were  it 
withdrawn.  To  be  effectual,  or  even  justifiable,  a  grant  to  higher 
education  should  stimulate  local  effort,  not  superseile  or  stifle  it. 

4.  The  following  figures  go  to  show  that  but  a  comparatively 
small  part  of  the  advanced  school  work  of  the  Province  is  done  in  the 
Coimty  Academies.  I  take  six  studies  which  may  not  unfairly  be 
regarded  as  representative  of  High  School  operations,  viz.:  Latin^ 
Greek,  Alifehra,  Geometry,  Chemistry,  Practical  Mathematics,  and  sub- 
mit the  following  comparative  exhibit:  (The  attendance  at  Pietou 
Academy,  but  not  that  at  the  Halifax  High  School  and  the  Yar- 
mouth Academy,  is  included  in  the  total  number  reported  as  pursuing 
these  branches). 

Latin.     Greek.    Algebra.  Geometiy.    Cbem.   P.  Math. 

Total  number  in  Province 
—Winter  Term 913       137       4630     3558       1977       374 

No.  in  Co.  Academies  dur- 
ing year 243         56         801       596         185         99 

No.  in  Special  Academies 
during  year* 285         76         356       339         197         54 

5.  The  gratuitous  instruction  furnished  outside  pupils  is  not  an 
important  consideration.  If  a  community,  chiefly  ^y  its  own  exer- 
tions, builds  up  a  superior  school,  I  know  of  no  reason  why  outsiders 
should  avail  themselves  of  its  privileges  without  paying  a  portion  of 
the  cost.  It  will  moreover  be  observed  that  last  year  but  94  pupils  from 
wiihin  the  counties,  hut  J ro'rz  oxdside  the  sections  in  which  the  County 
Aaidemies  are  situated,  took  advantage  of  the  regulation  in  question. 
Of  these  a  large  proportion  were  not  qualified  pupils,  but  young  per- 
sons seeking  to  prepare  for  the  lower  grades  of  license.  These,  being 
out  of  course,  proved  in  some  cases  falling  under  my  own  observation, 
a  serious  impediment  to  orderly  work  and  progress. 

6.  A  very  considerable  portion  of  the  County  Academy  Grant  is 
really  spent  in  sustaining  Comm.on  School  work.  In  most  of  the 
smaller  and  in  some  of  the  larger  institutions,  the  Principal's  room 
contains  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades  of  the  Common  School 
Course.  This  state  of  things  is  due  in  the  former  to  the  small 
number  of  departments ;  when  found  in  the  latter  to  (from  this  cause 
or  that,)  a  paucity  of  qualified  pupils. 


DIstribated  as  follows  \— 

LatixL       Greek.       Algebra.       Geometrj.       Cbem.       P.  Math. 

PictoQ  Academy 128 

Halifax  HiKb  School ....      128 
Yarmouth  aemlnary . . . .      tt 


37 

192 

192 

67 

40 

87 

128 

128 

128 

12 

S 

30 

19 

8 

2 

XX  EDUCATION— superintendent's  REPORT. 


The  plan  which  I  submit  in  the  sequel,  as  a  desirable  substitute  for 
the  present  system  of  so-called  Special  and  C«)unty  Academies,  pro- 
poses to  establish,  on  educational^  and  not  on  County,  lines  principles 
impartially  applicable  to  the  whole  Province.  To  some  it  may  seem 
a  defect  that  it  does  not  recognize  advanced  instruction  when  given  in 
miscellaneous  schools,  aad  schools  with  two  departments.  But  it 
should  be  borne  in  mind : — 

(1.)  That  to  take  effective  cognizance  of  work  po  scattered  and 
fragmentary  involves  serious  difficulties  if  a  really  fair  basis  on  which 
to  apportion  public  funds  is  to  be  established. 

(2.)  That  the  sum  at  disposal  is  so  small,  that  the  principles  of 
minute  sub-division  and  universal  diffusion  would  render  it  of  little 
account  as  an  educational  factor. 

(3.)  That,  while  the  importance  of  conducting  miscellaneous  schools 
80  as  to  make  due  provision  for  advanced  instruction,  is  freely  con- 
ceded, it  is  of  doubk'ul  expediency,  in  the  interests  of  the  elementary 
classes,  to  apply  to  such  instfuction  a  direct  pecuniary  stimulus. 

The  following  suggestions  are  respectfully  submitted  : — 

I.  Let  provision  be  made  for  a  class  of  institutions  to  be  known 
&s  Provincial  Academies,  the  privilege  of  establishing  which  shall 
be  open  indiscriminately  to  the  school  sections  of  the  Province,  due 
security  being  taken  that  such  eHtabllshment  shall  always  involve  a 
large  amount  of  local  effort,  and  he  justified  by  existivg  educational 
circumstances.  I  would  suggest  the  following  conditions  as  necessary 
to  guarantee  High  Schools  of  a  bona  fide  character. 

(1.)  The  employment  of  at  least  tivo  qualified  professors  or  teachers 
exclusively  engaged  in  Academic  Instruction. 

(2.)  The  certified  attendance  of  a  vdnimum  number  of  pupils  duly 
qualified  according  to  a  prescribed  course  of  study.  It  should  l>e  the 
duty  of  the  Superintendent  of  Education  to  hold  an  annual  inspection 
and  examination  of  these  Academies,  and  tfie  passing  of  a  required 
percentage  of  the  pupils  should  be  essential  to  participation  in  Provincial 

fwnds, 

(3.)  Such  an  outfit  of  class  room  accommodation  and  scientific 
apparatus,  as,  in  connection  with  a  superior  teaching  staff,  will 
adequately  prepare  pupils  not  only  for  college  and  entrance  upon  the 
professions,  but  as  educated  persons,  for  intelligent  devotion  to  the 
varied  interests  which  make  up  the  common  life  of  the  people  of 
Nova  Scotia. 

The  general  outlines  of  this  plan  having  been  established  by 
legislation,  the  working  out  of  subordinate  details  should  be  left  to 
the  Council  of  Public  Instruction.  That  only  communities  able  and 
willing  to  carry  it  into  successful  execution,  should  ergage  m  the 
-attempt  to  found  such  institutions,  is  a  point  which  should  be  guarded 
with  the  greatest  care. 

The  pecuniary  recognition  accorded  to  Provincial  Academies  should 
include, 

a.     A  small  fixed  grant — not  to  exceed  $400. 

h,  A  sum  bearing  a  prescribed  relation  to  the  entire  amount  paid 
for  salaries. 
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The  Taaximum  from  both  sources  should  be  fixed.  $1,500  would 
seem  a  reas  mable  limit.  The  Tru-^tees  of  Provincial  Academies 
shouM  be  at  liberty  to  charge  fees  for  all  pupils  from  outside  of  their 
own  section,  the  scale  of  fees  to  be  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
Council  of  Public  Instruction.  They  should,  ho>^ever,  have  no  claim 
on  the  County  School  Fund,  when  fees  are  imposed  on  residents  of 
the  County  in  which  the  Academy  is  situated,  so  far  as  out>Jde  pupils 
are  concerned. 

II.  Let  a  special  legislative  grant  be  provided  for  all  teacheis  of 
the  Academic  class  (Grade  A)  employed  in  sections  Cother  than  those 
maintaining  a  Provincial  Academy),  which  have  a  system  of  regularly 
graded  Public  Schools  of  at  least  tkree  departments;  subject  to  the 
followinjx  conditions: 

(1.)  That  this  grant  be  paid  only  to  teachers  employed  for  at  least 
one  year  continuously  in  the  section. 

(2.)  That  the  teacher  claiming  this  grant  be  in  charge  of  the 
advanced  department  of  the  school. 

(3.)  That  on  an  annual  inspection  and  examination  of  the  depart- 
ment by  the  Inspector  in  whose  district  it  is  situated,  a  required 
percentage  of  the  registered  pupils  show  a  satisfactory  knowledge  of 
the  sul»jects  embraced  in  the  first  year  of  a  prescribed  course  of  High 
School  studies. 

(4.)  That  proper  conditions  for  prosecuting  advanced  studies 
are  provide«i  by  trustees. 

I  think  that  this  special  grade  A  grant  might  for  the  present  at  least 
be  safely  fixed  at  $250. 


A  reference  should  be  made  to  the  bearihg  of  the  proposed  changes 
on  the  treasury  of  the  Province.  During  the  current  year,  the  claims 
of  Special  and  County  Academies,  excluding  the  Institution  for  the 
De  f  and  Dumb,  and  conrsidering,  as  we  fairly  may,  one-half  of  the 
grant  to  the  Model  Schools  as  paid  for  intermediate  education,  will 
amount  in  the  aggregate  to  $11,400. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  would  be  a  generous  estimate  to  assume  that 
under  the  proposed  system  there  would  he  four  Provincial  Academies 
and  twenty-jive  qualified  High  Schools  in  operation.  Allowing  for 
the  former  an  average  grant  earned  of  $1000,  and  in  the  case  of  the 
principals  of  the  latter,  deducting  the  ordinary  Common  School  Grant 
of  $120  (Grade  B),  the  aggregate  annual  expenditure  would  amount 
to  $7250.  If  it  be  urged  that  the  ordinary  common  school  grants  are 
included  in  the  amounts  now  paid  to  County  Academies,  the 
relative  costs  of  the  systems  would  still  stand  as  $9720  and  $7250. 
It  seems  clear,  however,  that  for  some  years  the  latter  would  not 
exceed  $5000. 

Though  the  subject  has  not  been  traversed  in  all  its  bearings, 
the  considerations  adduced,  I  venture  to  think,  point  conclusively  to 
the  necessity  of  reconstructing  this  part  of  our  educational  system. 
Let  the  philosophical  principle  of  helping  those  who  help  themselves 
have  a  fair  recognition.  That  the  suggested  method  would  tend  to 
stimulate  both  teachers  and  communities,  as  well  as  to  retain  in  the 
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service  some  of  the  former  whom  it  would  be  a  misfortune  to  lose, 
cannot  I  think  be  doubted. 


STUDY  OF  PUPILS.    COURSES  OF  STUDY. 

Table  VI,  which  records  the  different  subjects  taught,  and  the 
number  of  pupils  studying  each,  is  worthy  of  careful  examination. 
Out  of  totals,  for  the  VVinter  Term  of  76,8iS8,  and  for  the  Summer 
Term  of  81,1 9G,  the  number  pursuing  the  fundamental  branches  for 
the  respective  terms  was  as  follows : — 

Reading:.  Spelling:.  Gen.  Geography.  Writing 

Winter  Term 74,483  72.541  28,7G3  G2  004 

Summer  Term 78,017  75,033  25,219  C2.471 

Arithmetic.        Grammar,  Sec.       Canadian  History.    B.  History 

Winter  Term 65.042  33,393  9,528  14,401 

Summer  Term 68,102  30,869  8,990  13,536 

Compared  with  the  returns  relating  to  advanced  studies,  summarized 
in  the  preceding  paragraph  of  this  Report,  these  figures  will  serve  to 
correct  a  somewhat  prevalent  impression  that  the  higher  branches  are, 
on  the  whole,  engrossing  too  much  attention  in  our  Common  Schools. 
It  appears  that  the  studies  of  about  nineteen  twentieths  of  the  pupils 
attending  school  are  limited  to  the  range  of  the  subjects  above  speci- 
fied. It  is  unnecessary  to  discuss,  for  it  is  impossible  to  determine, 
the  question,  whether  this  ratio  is  an  exactly  just  and  desirable  one. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  in  some  schools  pupils  are  prematurely  pressed 
forward  to  studies  with  which  their  state  of  mental  developn)ent  does 
not  enable  them  to  cope,  and  which  consequently  are  both  in  an 
educational  and  practical  point  of  view  virtually  useless.  This  is 
not  the  effect  of  a  single  cause.  Ignorance  of  mental  laws  and  the 
true  principles  of  education  on  the  part  of  the  teacher,  often  produces 
it ;  or,  it  may  be,  a  desire  to  make  a  show  of  progress  to  gratify  vain 
parents,  or  a  weak  compliance  with  the  ignorant  wishes  of  children, 
or  the  sheer  indifference  which  lets  things  take  their  course.  But  on  the 
other  hand  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  there  is  an  opposite  extreme. 
Too  often  the  admitted  importance  of  thorough  rudimentary  training 
is  made  a  plea  for  dooming  a  fine  young  intellect  to  mental  starvation 
and  sterility,  a  dreary  treadmill  iteration  being  mistaken  for  thorough- 
ness. All  true  education,  both  in  the  general  working  of  systems  and 
in  the  practical  applications  of  the  school  room,  is  pervaded  by  the 
principle  of  progress. 

The  Course  of  Study  introduced  into  our  Schools  at  the  beginning 
of  the  current  year  will  operate  as  a  healthy  check  on  both  the 
injurious  tendencies  to  which  I  have  alluded.  It  aims  to  educate 
every  child  thoroughly  from  the  beginning,  and  to  advance  him  from 
step  to  step,  according  to  the  natural  relation  of  subjects  and  the  laws 
of  bis  own  mental  constitution.  It  includes  within  its  scope  provision 
for  imparting  useful  and  practical  knowledge  of  which  the  youth  of 
Nova  Scotia  have  hitherto  received  too  little,  but  it  :  cpudiates  the 
narrow  selfishness  which  estimat&s  the  value  of  all  learning  by  utiii- 
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tarian  standards.  It  postulates  and  provides  for  both  thoroughness 
and  progre&s.  In  regard  to  the  lessons  in  useful  knowledge,  or 
elementary  science,  which  it  contains,  I  would  offer  the  following 
considerations,  chiefly  summarized  from  an  article  in  the  Provincial 
Journal  of  Education. 

1.  These  lessons  on  the  more  obvious  natural  phenomena  and  laws 
constitute  an  attractive  variation  of  ordinary  school  room  work.  They 
interrupt  to  the  pleasure  and  profit  of  aU  concerned,  what  the  London 
Tinuis,  not  inaptly  calls  "  the  eternal  A,  B,  C,  and  the  interminable 
1,  2.  3." 

2.  By  familiarizing  the  young  mind  with  the  phenomena  of  nature 
— with,  in  short,  the  basal  facts  of  science — they  lay  a  natural  founda- 
tion for  the  systematic  study  of  science  in  the  future.  Those  who 
affirm  the  contrary,  and  argue  that  the  elementary  knowledge  thus 
obtained  simply  prejudices  the  successful  prosecution  of  scientific 
studies  in  maturer  life,  reason  from  misconceptions  and  false  analogies. 
All  natural  science  is  based  on  fact;  therefore  the  knowledge  of  all 
facts  bearing  upon  science  is  important.  Mere  ability  to  repeat 
verbal  propositions  embodying  scientific  truths,  is  worth  little,  and  yet 
this  is  pretty  much  all  that  is  gained  from  studying  «cience  from 
text  books.  Tlie  object  lessons  provided  in  the  course,  as  far  as  they 
go,  tend  to  impart  real  and  practical  scientific  instruction,  not  to  be 
sneered  at  if  it  is  elementary.  The  achievements  of  the  Calculus 
have  not  made  Long  Division  either  ignoble  or  useless. 

3.  In  addition  they  secure  strictly  educational  results  of  very 
considerable  value.  They  call  into  active  use  faculties  which  lie 
practically  dormant  under  the  ordinary  exercises  of  the  school-room. 
Words  are  no  doubt  an  invaluable  vehicle  for  communicating  know- 
ledge. It  is  right  and  necessary  that  the  memory  and  deductive 
reason  be  carefully  trained  and  developed.  But,  in  educating  human 
beings,  is  no  advantage  to  be  taken  of  that  wonderful  sense-organism 
which  the  Creator  has  made  one  of  the  prime  avenues  of  knowledge  ? 
Is  no  attempt  to  be  made  in  our  schools  to  train  the  powers  of 
observation,  analy.sis  and  inductive  generalization  ?  If  not,  why  not  ? 
If  all  admit  the  debilitating  effect  of  cram,  of  mechanical  modes  of 
teaching  operating  on  memory  alone,  why  not  apply  the  obvious 
corrective  ? 

I  would  direct  attention  to  the  reference,  made  by  many  of  the 
Inspectors  of  Schools,  to  the  introduction  and  reception  of  the  Course 
in  their  Districts.  To  understand  the  true  value  and  eflfect  of  these 
references,  it  is  necessary  to  observe  that  the  Course  was  not  formally 
and  directly  introduced  into  the  schools  until  the  opening  of  the  now 
current  school  year.  The  observations  made  relate  to  a  state  of  things 
brought  about  by  the  individual  and  voluntary  action  of  teachers 
who  availed  themselves  of  the  Course  before  its  official  promulgation. 
It  is  proper  to  subjoin  the  following  extract  from  the  notes  prefixed  to 
the  edition  of  the  Course  prepared  for  the  registers  of  the  schools : 

Object  of  the  Course, — The  course  has  been  sanctioned  by  the  Council  of 
Public  InBtruction  as  a  guide  to  the  proper  adjustment  and  orderly  sequence 
of  .atudiea,  and  as  a  basis  of -classification.     Its  primary  aim  is  to  improre  -the 


Exiv  EDUCATION — SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORT. 

Ill-  - —  — ^  

Education  imparted  to  the  youth  of  thin  Province ;  not  so  much  to  make  al! 
«chooIs  alike,  by  impressing  on  their  operations  a  mechanical  uniformity,  as 
to  make  each  school  more  elective,  by  giving  to  its  work  a  definite  and  con- 
tinuous character. 

Advanced  studies  not  exclvded. — The  Course  does  not  intertere  with  the- 
freedom  of  local  authorities  in  the  sense  either  of  prohibiting  other  lawful 
studies  of  which  given  pupils  may  be  capable,  or  of  imix)sing  penalties  for 
failure  to  observe  all  its  details  where  circumstances  may  render  this 
impracticable. 

Scope  of  the  Course. — The  Course  embraces  the  fundamental  branches  of 
knowledge,  assigning  to  each  its  pro[)er  place,  and  securinaf  for  each  its  just 
measure  of  attention.  Statistics  show  that  the  studies  of  more  than  niue- 
tenths  of  the  pupils  in  attendance  at  our  Public  Schools  are  within  the  ninge 
of  its  provisions;  while,  undoubtedly,  of  the  pupils  reporte!  as  pursuing  work 
in  advance  of  the  Couise,  many  have  been  pi*essed'forward  to  the  neglect  of 
fundamental  branches. 

Applicable  cdike  to  Graded  and  Miscellaneous  Schools. — The  Coui-se  simply 
marks  out  the  elementary  studies  which  are  to  be  {Hirsued,  and  the  order  in 
which  they  are  to  be  pursued.  It  is  left  to  the  local  authorities  to  make 
necessary  incidental  arrangements  as  regards  allotment  of  time,  classifica- 
tion, <&c. 

Hints  to  Teachers, — (1.)  Circumstances  may  in  some  cases  render  it 
desirable  to  modify  existing  schemes  of  study  in  the  direction  of  the  Course 
rather  than  to  summarily  adopt  its  entire  pi'ovisions.  Every  modification, 
however,  should  be  in  that  direction.  This  remark  api)lie8  chiefly  to  graded 
schools. 

(2.)  The  lessons  on  nature  are  designed  to  be  purely  oral,  simple  in  style 
and  matter,  and  as  far  as  conditions  admit,  objective  in  their  character.  The 
course  outlined  in  these  lessons  is  not  to  be  undei*stood  as  rigidly  fixed  in  its 
details.  Teachers,  though  urged  to  follow  the  oi-der  pi^escribed,  are  allowed  a 
reasonable  latitude  in  varying  topics  of  lessons. 

(3.)  Every  teacher  of  an  ungraded  school  should  pre))are  and  preserve  a 
a  record  of  its  classification  in  relation  to  the  provisions  of  the  Course.  On 
the  termination  of  his  engagement,  the  record  should  be  handed,  with  the 
register  of  the  school,  to  the  Secretary  of  Trustees,  foi*  the  guidance  of  the 
incoming  teacher. 

(4.)  On  receiving  a  copy  of  the  Course  of  Study,  each  teacher  should  paste 
it  on  the  inside  (right  hand)  of  the  cover  of  the  Register,  so  as  to  read 
lengthwise  of  the  cover.  The  due  preservation  of  the  Course  is  a  matter  of 
importance. 

In  reference  to  the  provision  of  a  supplemental  Course,  securing^ 
the  systematic  gradation  of  the  more  advanced  studies,  I  need  add 
little  to  the  following  extract  from  my  last  year's  Report.  Owing  to 
the  cautious  deliberation  entirely  proper  in  a  mater  of  so  much 
importance,  the  Provincial  Eklucational  Association  did  not,  as  I  was 
led  to  anticipate,  succeed  in  definitely  formulating  a  Course  at  its 
last  session.  It  so  happens  therefore,  that  the  paracrraph  in  its 
statements  of  fact  is  as  true  now  as  when  originally  submitted : 

"  The  Course  of  Study  for  the  Common  Schools  I'equires  as  its  supplement  a 
Course  for  High  Schools  covering  the  ground  between  the  Common  School 
and  the  College  or  University  It  is  important  to  give  to  the  educational 
operations  of  the  Province  a  character  of  consistency,  solidity,  and  strength, 
but  this  is  quite  impoaible  ia  the  absence  of  unity  of  plan  and  methotL    I 
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may  observe  that  the  Committee  of  the  Provincial  Educational  Association  at 
present  engaged  in  ])erfecting  a  scheme  of  High  School  studies  with  the  view 
of  its  ultimate  submission  to  the  Council  of  Public  Instiuction,  are  taking 
steps  to  secure  if  jvossible  the  assent  of  the  Faculties  of  the  vaiious  Colleg28 
of  the  Province  to  common  matriculation  standards  Till  this  is  effected  our 
High  School  Teachei's,  so  far  as  the  preparation  of  students  for  College  is 
concerned,  must  labor  under  great  embarrassment.*  I  would  express  the 
hope,  without  I  trust  giving  offence  to  any,  that  it  will  be  found  |)os8ible  to 
settle  this  matter  on  principles  which  will  afford  every  reasonable  incentive 
to  the  prosecution  of  pro|)er  High  School  studies  in  our  High  Schools,  free  the 
Collegiate  Faculti-'s  from  the  necessity  of  expending  their  time  and  strength 
on  that  which  properly  belongs  to  secondary  education,  and  establish  har- 
monious and  helpful  i-elatious  between  institutions  whose  work  must  be 
impel  iect  in  proportion  to  its  isolation." 


EXPENDITURE.— (See  Tables  XII,  XIII,  XIV.) 

Provincial. 

The  total  Government  expenditure  for  Education  for  the  year  was 
$184,027.18,  as  compared  with  $185,518.80  for  1881,  decrease  SS91.62. 
The  Provincial  or  Common  School  grants  paid  directly  to  teachers 
amounted  in  the  aggregate  to  $149,058.22, — increase,  $8{S4.72.  A 
detailed  statement  of  the  distribution  of  thcvse  grants  for  the  Winter 
Term  was  published,  as  the  law  directs,  in  the  Journal  of  Education 
for  October  last.  A  similar  statement  for  the  Summer  Term  is 
awaiting  publication  in  the  forthcoming  issue  of  tne  Journal  in  April. 

The  following  are  the  aggregates  of  these  grants  for  the  past  six 
years: 

1877 $147,574.14 

1878     150,455  97 

1879 151 .655.39 

1880 143,493.92 

1881 148,173.50 

1882 149,058.22 

The  elements  on  which  the  variation  from  year  to  year  depends  are 
the  number  of  teachers,  grades  of  license  held  by  teachers,  and  relative 
time  schools  are  open. 

The  expenditure  for  1881  included  one  quarter  s  grant  to  Colleges 
amounting  to  $3,800.  There  is  no  corresponding  item  in  the  accounts 
of  the  year  under  review,  but  as  a  partial  offset  there  has  been  an 
increased  expenditure  in  County  Academy  grants  of  $1,993.     It  will 


*  Three  PrlncipAls  of  Conntj  Aoadeniies  met  in  mjoffloe  during  the  CbristniaB  vacation. 
One  informed  me  that  he  was  prejMuingone  student  for  King's  College,  one  for  Acadis,  and  one 
for  DalhouBie ;  another  had  two  in  preparation  for  Acadia,  two  for  Dalhousie,  and  one  for 
Sackville ;  the  other,  two  for  DaUioaise,  and  one  each  for  Acadia  and  Sackville.  These  Colleges 
kave  all  different,  but  not  essentially  dissimilar,  matriculation  standards-  The  sheer  waste  of 
labor  on  the  part  of  our  High  School  teachers  in  being  thus  obliged  to  keep  up  separate  clasaea 
for  iiidiridiuUB,  tod  mmeoessarilj  duplicate  and  tripUpate  Yfork,  loudly  calls  for  refonxu 


XXVI  EDUCATION — SUPERINTENDENT  S   REPORT. 


be  seen  that  the  difference  between  the  two  years  in  all  other  branchc:; 
of  expenditure  involving  the  Provincial  Treasury  was  820.09  in  favor 
of  1881. 

County. 

The  provisions  of  the  law  for  the  levying  and  apportionment  of  the 
County  Fmd  are  as  follows: 

"  The  Clerk  of  the  Peace  in  each  county,  except  as  hereinafter  provided  in 
relation  to  the  City  of  Halifax,  shall  add  to  the  sum  annually  voted  for 
general  county  purposes,  at  the  general  sessions,  a  sum  sulhcient,  afer 
deducting  costs  of  collection  and  prohahle  loss,  to  yield  an  amount  equal  to 
thirty  cents  for  every  inhabitant  of  the  county,  according  to  the  la.st  census 
preceding  the  issue  of  the  county  rate-roll ;  and  the  sum  so  added  shall  form 
and  be  a  portion  of  the  county  rates.  One-half  the  sum  thus  raised  shall  be 
paid  semi-annually  by  the  County  Treasurer  upon  the  order  of  the  Suj)er- 
intendent  of  l^ducadon. 

One-ha'f  of  the  amount  provided  to  be  raised  annually,  as  aforesaid,  shall, 
at  the  close  of  each  half  year,  be  apportioned  to  the  Trustees  of  Schoo's  con- 
ducted in  accordance  with  this  Cha))ter,  to  be  applied  to  the  payment  of 
teachers'  salaries  ;  and  each  school  shall  >)e  entitled  to  paiticipate  therein,  at 
the  rate  of  twelve  and  a  half  dollars  per  term  for  each  licensed  teacher 
employed,  and  the  balance  of  the  county  fund  shall  be  distributed  among  the 
schools  according  to  the  average  number  of  pupils  in  attendance  and  the 
le.igth  ot  time  in  opei'ation,  but  shall  receive  no  allowance  for  l>eingiu  session 
more  than  the  prescribed  number  of  days  in  any  on3  half-year." 

The  amount  levied  under  authority  of  the  above  provisions  for  the 
ten  years,  1873-82  (iK)th  included)  was  for  the  whole  Province 
$107,000  annually.  The  apportionment  of  this  sum  for  1882,  as 
provided  for  above  and  by  the  subjoined  A.ct  in  relation  to  the 
Education  of  the  Blind,  was  as  follows : 

Paid  to  Trustees  in  proportion  to  the  average  number  of 

pupils  and  length  of  time  Schools  were  in  operation.  .$G3,597  00 

Paid  to  Trustees  in  respect  to  Teachers  employed 42,571  70 

Paid  Halifax  Institution  for  the  Blind 780  00 


$106,1)48  70 


The  gro5(s  annual  amount  of  ths  Provincial  County  Fund  for  the 
decade  beginning  with  the  now  current  year  will  be  $121,341.  Clerks 
of  the  Municipalities  have  been  duly  notified  of  the  amounts  for  their 
respective  Municipalities. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  Act  relating  to  the  Education  for  the 
Blind  according  to  which  the  payments  above  referred  to  were  made. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  Assembly  as  follows : — 

1.  The  parent  or  guardian  of  any  blind  person  between  the  ages  of  ten 
and  twenty-one  years,  who  has,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  33  of  the 
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Revised  Statutes  of  Nova  Scotia,  4th  scries,  a  settlement  within  any  county 
or  district  of  the  Province,  incorporated  by  chapter  1,  statutes  of  1879,  may 
apply  to  the  Warden  of  such  Muj.icipality  for  an  order  for  the  admission  of 
such  pei-son  into  th<»  Halifax  Asylum  for  the  Blind,  which  order  the  said 
Warden  shall  at  once  gi-ant  under  his  hand  and  the  corporate  seal  of  the 
Municipality,  on  l)eing  satistied  that  such  blind  person  is  l>etween  the  ages 
above  prescribed  and  has  a  legal  settlement  in  the  Municipality. 

2.  Such  order  shall  entitle  the  blind  person  named  therein  to  be 
received  into  the  Halifax  Asylum  for  the  Blind,  and,  sul»ject  to  conditions 
hereinafter  described,  to  be  e<lucated  and  boarded  therein  <lunng  the  school 
terms.  Pupils  under  thirteen  years  of  age  when  entering  the  school  shall  be 
entitled  to  r»»main  seven  years ;  those  entering  between  the  ajjes  of  thirteen 
and  seventeen  shall  be  entitled  to  remain  five  years ;  and  those  between  the 
ages  of  seventeen  and  twenty-one  years  to  remain  three  years. 

3.  For  everf  blind  person  received  into  the  Halifax  Asylum  for  the 
Blind  ]>ui-suant  to  this  Act,  and  educated  and  boarded  therein,  the  Board  of 
Managers  of  the  Halifax  Asylum  for  the  blind  shall  receive  from  the  Pro- 
vincial Treasuary  at  the  rate  of  sixty  dollars  per  annum,  payable  half  yearly, 
and  also  to  i*eceive  at  the  same  rate  from  the  county  school  fund  of  the 
Municipality  to  which  the  said  blind  person  l)elongs.  When  such 
Municipality  shall  not  comprise  an  entire  county,  the  last  mentioned  grant  of 
sixty  dollars  shall  \e  charged  against  the  county  school  funds  of  both 
districts  included  within  the  county  in  proportion  to  the  amounts  of  their 
respective  school  allowance  derived  from  the  county  schcol  fund. 

4.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Managera  of  the  Halifax  Asylum  for  the 
Blind  to  funiish  semi-annually  to  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  full 
returns  of  the  names,  ages,  residence,  &c.,  of  the  pupils  in  respect  of  whom 
the  above  grants  may  be  claimed. 

5.  In  the  serai-annual  apportionment  of  the  county  school  fund  the 
Superintendent  of  Education  shall  include  the  amounts  due  the  manacers  of 
the  Halifax  Asylum  for  the  Blind,  and  issue  di*afts  therefor  on  the  treasury  of 
the  respective  Municipalities. 

6.  The  Provincial  Secretary  shall  be  eocrofficio  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Managers  of  the  Halifax  Asylum  for  the  Blind. 

7-  III  the  case  of  any  incorporated  city  or  town  within  the  Province  in 
which  any  blind  person  as  is  designated  in  the  first  section  of  the  Act  has  a 
legal  settlement,  an  allowance^  to  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  said 
Asylum  of  sixty  dollars  per  annum  may  be  as.sessed  upon  the  inhabitants  of 
the  said  city  or  town  in  case  such  city  or  town  does  not  contribute  to  or  draw 
from  the  county  school  fund,  and  in  such  case  siiid  sum  shall  be  paid  to  the 
said  Managers  for  each  such  blind  person  sent  to  the  said  Asylum,  and  each 
such  blind  person  shall  be  admitted  to  said  Asylum  in  the  manner  prescribed 
in  the  first  section  of  this  Act,  the  chief  executive  officer  of  the  corporation 
exercising  the  powers  therein  conferred  upon  the  Warden  of  the  Municipality  ; 
»nd  there  shall  be  paid  to  the  said  Managers  from  the  Provincial  Treasury  for 
each  such  blind  person  for  which  such  city  or  town  contributes  such 
allowance,  the  sum  of  sixty  dollars,  in  like  manner  as  is  provided  in  the  third 
section  of  this  Act. 
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Details  respectiriGf  the  apportionment  of  the  County  Fund  will  be 
found  in  Tables  XII  and  XIII.  The  sectional  apportionments  for  the 
Winter  Term  were  published  in  the  Journal  of  Education  for  October 
last.     Those  for  the  Summer  Term  will  appear  in  the  April  issue. 

Sectional. 

The  total  sectional  assessments  for  the  direct  support  of  schools,  as 
reported,  amount  to  $25-i',659.5l,  an  increase  of  $12,476.97.  The  sura 
levied  throus^hout  the  Province  for  buildinjnr  ami  repair  of  school 
houses  is  $3),904.25,  decrease  $7,999.48.  As,  in  spite  of  stroni^  efforts 
put  forth  to  secure  full  returns,  minv  sections  fail  to  report  the 
require*!  items  of  sectional  assessment,  the  above  fijjures  are  somewhat 
below  the  actual  sums  levied  for  the  purposes  specitied. 


IRREGULARITY    OF    ATTENDANCE— COilPULSORY    EDU- 
CATION. 

In  several  of  my  former  reports  I  have  given  considerable  promi- 
nence to  the  subject  of  irregular  attendance.  This  is  a  matter  which 
has  excited  attention  in  connection  with  every  system  of  public 
instruction  with  the  history  of  whose  development  and  progress  I 
have  been  able  to  make  myself  acquainted.  It  is  considered  in 
several  of  the  Inspectors'  reports,  and  to  explain  certain  references 
therein  contained,  I  think  it  proper  to  present  in  this  connection  a 
copy  of  "An  Act  to  secure  better  attendance  at  Public  Schooi^s:** 
(Introduced  by  Mr.  Harrington  in  the  House  of  Assembly,  January 
30th,  1882  ;  then  read  a  firh»t  time.  Read  a  second  time  February  13, 
1882.  Consideration  deferred,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the 
information  of  electors.) 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council,  and  Assembly,  as  follows  : 

1.  Ifc  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Chairman  of  each  Annual  School  Meeting, 
held  under  the  provisions  of  Chapter  32,  Revised  Statutes,  4th  Series,  to  call 
upon  the  qualified  voters  present  at  such  meeting  to  vote  yea  or  nay  on  the 
lesolution  embraced  in  Schedule  A. 

2.  Whenever  a  majority  of  the  qualified  voters  present  shall  have  voted  in 
favor  of  the  resolution  embraced  in  Schedule  aforesaid,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
Trustees  of  Schools  to  ascertain  through  their  Secretary,  or  other  person  or 
persons  appoiutfd  for  that  purpose,  befoi-e  the  first  day  of  November  following 
the  School  Meeting,  the  names  and  ages  of  all  children  residing  in  the 
Section,  between  the  ages  of  seven  (7)  and  fourteen  (14),  and  the  names  of 
thoir  parents  or  guardians,  and  to  preserve  carefully-prepared  lists  of  the 
same. 

S.  To  ascertain  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  first  of  June  next  ensuing' 
how  many  of  the  children  embraced  in  the  fore$i:oing  list  have  not  been  at 
school  for  80  full  days  during  the  then  current  school  year,  and  to  notify  the 
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parents  or  guardians  of  such  children  of  the  exact  number  of  days'  attendance 
made  by  their  children,  from  the  fii'st  of  November  until  the  tirat  of 
June. 

4.  To  ascertain  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  close  of  the  school  year  how 
many  of  the  children  of  the  Section  have  not  been  at  school  during  the 
School  Year  for  the  period  of  80  full  days,  and  to  impose  upon  the  patents  or 
guardians  of  such  chil<lren  a  line  of  Two  Dollars  for  each  chiM  who  has 
attended  school  no  portion  of  the  year,  and  pro  rata  in  the  case  of  eacli  child 
who  has  attended  school,  but  has  not  reached  the  jHjriod  of  80  full  days. 

0.  Such  fines  shall  be  collected  in  connection  with  the  Sectional  School 
rates  of  the  following  year,  and  ah  a  part  thereof. 

6.  In  case  the  Annual  Meeting  does  not  make  provisions  to  compensate 
the  Trustees  for  the  discharge  of  the  duties  imposed  by  this  Chajitur.  the 
Trustees  are  empowered  to  assess  u|X)n  the  ratepayers  of  the  Section  such 
sum  as  the  In8i>ector  of  Schools  shall  deem  to  be  reasonable  and  proper  for 
that  purpose. 

7.  In  imposing  fines  for  failure  to  attend  the  required  minimum  period  of 
80  full  days,  Trustees  shall  exemi)t  such  [uirents  or  guardians  as  can  show 
that  their  children  are  being  properly  educated  otherwise  than  in  the  public 
schools,  or  whose  children  are  by  reason  of  delicate  health,  or  other  sullicient 
causes,  pi-evented  from  attendance. 

8.  Parents  or  guardians  fined  under  the  provisions  of  this  Chapter  can 
appeal  within  ten  days  from  the  imjjosing  of  said  fine  to  any  Police  Magis- 
trate or  Stijiendiary  Magistrate  residing  in  the  Section,  or  in  the  absence  of 
such  ofticer,  to  any  acting  Justice  of  the  Peace,  who  may  remit  or  modify  the 
fine  after  hearing  evidence  in  such  case. 

9.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Halifax  to  submit 
annually,  on  or  before  the  firat  day  of  October,  to  the  City  Ccuncil,  the 
resolution  embraced  in  Schedule  A,  with  the  substitution  of  the  words  "the 
City  of  Halifax"  for  the  words  "  this  Section,"  as  found  in  Schedule. 

10.  Whenever  the  resolution  aforesaid  shall  have  received  the  assent  of  a 
majority  of  the  members  of  the  City  Council  voting  thereon,  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Schools,  on  i*eceivin^  due  notice  of  such  action  of  the  City  Council, 
shall  and  are  hei*eby  required  to  pei-form,  in  respect  to  the  City  of  Halifax, 
all  the  duties  assigned  by  sections  2,  3,  4,  5,  and  6  of  this  Act  to  Trustees  of 
Schools,  in  regard  to  their  respective  School  Sections,  and  to  re|K)rt  to  the 
City  Council,  as  soon  after  the  fii-st  of  November  as  possible,  all  fines  imposed 
by  them  under  provisions  of  section  4. 

11.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Warden,  or  Presiding  Officer,  of  each 
Town  in  the  Province  having  special  Municipal  incorporation,  to  submit 
annually,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  October,  to  the  Town  Council  the 
resolution  embraced  in  Schedule  A,  with  the  substitution  of  the  word 
**  Town  "  for  **  Section,"  as  found  in  Schedula 

12  Whenever  the  resolution  aforesaid  shall  have  received  the  assent  of  a 
majority  of  the  members  of  the  Tcwn  Council  voting  thereon,  the  Town 
Council  shall  and  are  hereby  required  to  pei-form,  in  respect  to  the  Munici- 
pality, the  duties  assigned  by  sections  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  and  7  to  Trustees  of 
Schools,  in  regard  to  their  respective  Sections. 

13.  Sections  4  and  6  of  this  Act  shall  be  taken  as  applicable  to  the  City  of 
Halifax  and  Incorporated  Towns,  as  well  as  to  ordinary  School  Sections. 
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14.     This  Act  may  be  cited  as  the  ''Act  to  Secure  Better  Attendance  at 
Public  Schools. 

SCHEDULE  A. 

liesolved,  That  the  provisions  of  Chapter  entitled,  An  Act  to 

secure  better  attendance  at  Public  Schools,  shall  be  male  operative  in  this 
Section . 

SCHEDULE  B. 

Ho  any  of  the  Coixatahles  of  said  County: 

We  command  you  to  summon  A.  B.,  of County,  to  appear  befoi%  me 

at on    he ...  .  day  of at ... .  oVlock  in  the ....  noon   to  answer  to 

the  charge  of  having  failed  to  cause  B.  C.  to  attend  School,  as  provided  by 
the  Act  to  secure  better  attendance  at  Public  Schools. 

Hereof  fail  not,  and  make  due  return  hereof,  within  ten  days  from  the 
date  hereof. 

Dated  at this ....  day  of A.  D.  188 

C.  D.,  Trustee, 


EXTRACTS  FROM  INSPECTORS'  REPORTS. 

"  I  forwarded  in  due  time  to  all  the  sections,  •  The  Act  to  Secure  Better 
Attendance  at  Public  Schools.' 

"  Upon  »aieful  examination  of  the  Minute?  of  Annual  Meetings,  together 
with  such  information  as  I  have  since  obtained,  I  find  the  vote  stands  as 
follows : — 

Ay)proved  unanimously 25  sections 

••       by  a  majority 1 H       u 

Rejected    unanimously 15       »• 

••       by  a  majority 7        •» 

In  other  sections  it  does  not  appear  to  have  been  submitted. 

H INKLE  CONDON, 

District  No.  i:' 

'*  As  instruf^tel  by  you,  I  forwarded  through  the  m-iil  to  every  section  in 
the  dis'.rict  copies  of  the  *Act  to  Secure  Better  Attendance  at  Public  Schools.* 
The  object  for  wliich  they  were  di.-tributed  a[)pear3  not  to  have  been  generally 
understood,  as  the  sul»ject  was  brought  up  only  at  forty-six  meetings,  in 
twenty-four  of  which  the  principle  of  the  bill  was  approve  1.  I  have  con- 
versed with  leading  men  in  difiVrent  sections  since  the  meeting,  amon$^t 
them  those  that  op[>osed  it,  and  disco vei-ed  that  very  few  had  a  correct  idea 
of  what  w:is  set  forth  in  the  Act.  I  am  convinced  that  were  the  ajes  changed 
to  7  and  12,  instead  of  14  years,  as  at  present,  and  the  features  of  the  bill 
explained  to  the  people,  a  very  large  majority  would  approve  of  it. 

T.  R.  PATTILLO, 

District  No,  2." 

'*  Copies  of  the  'Act  to  Secure  Better  Attendance  at  Public  Schools,'  were 
sent  to  the  Secretaries  of  the  different  sections.  It  does  not  appear  to  have 
been  carefully  considered  or  well  understood^  as  in  the   larger  portion  of  the 
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sections  no  expression  of  opinion  was  recorded  on  the  Minutes.  Of  the 
remainder,  the  vote  in  thirty-one  sections  was  favoi-able  to  the  Act  and  nine 
advei-se  to  it.  From  the  ratio  of  the  votes  given  it  may  be  inferre  1  that  if 
the  measure  had  been  discussed  and  tested  at  all  the  meetings  of  rate-payers 
it  would  have  received  a  large  support.  • 

"  The  fact  of  so  large  a  number  of  children  being  still  absent  from  our 
schools  is  evidence  of  the  need  of  some  Act  to  arouse  neglectful  parents 
from  their  indifference  and  com|)el  them  to  secure  for  their  offspring  some 
portion  of  the  instruction  so  readily  attainable  at  our  public  schools." 

A.  C.  A.  DOANE, 

Dktnct  No,  S:' 

"Thedailyattendanceof  pupils  at  school  has  not  improve  1  ♦  ♦  •  ♦ 
•  •#**•#♦#*♦  These  figures  show  an  amount  of 
criminal  indifference  on  the  part  of  many  parents  to  the  educational  advance- 
ment of  their  children  which  is  very  reprehen.sible.  .1  udgiug  from  t!ie  past 
there  is  a[)parently  no  prospect  of  material  improvement  shurt  of  a  ju  licioua 
enactment  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  the  attendance  of  pupils  at  schools 
within  reasonable  limits. 

The  bill  now  before  the  country  entitled  "  An  Act  to  secure  better 
attendance  at  Public  Schools/'  so  far  as  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of 
ascertaining,  will  meet  with  ayjproval  in  most  sections  throughout  this 
district,  and,  if  the  same  become  law,  will  be  quite  generally  adopted.  The 
pi-ovisions  of  this  bill  are  so  reasonable  that  they  ought  to  commentl  them- 
selves to  the  favomble  coni«idei*ation  of  even  the  opponents  ot  ConipUiSory 
Education. 

L.  S.  MORSE, 

District  No.  4." 

"From  the  County  of  Cape  Breton,  only  39  Sections  forwarded  copies  of  the 
minutes  of  their  last  annual  meetings,  aud  from  Richmond  30  wem  received. 
Hence  a  very  imperfect  idea  of  the  wb^hes  of  the  |>eople  of  the  district  has 
been  conveye<l  by  these  records,  resyiecting  the  pro[)osed  "  Act  to  secure 
better  attendance  at  Public  Schools.  *  A  copy  of  the  bill  was  ft)rwarded 
promptly  on  i-eceipt  of  the  parcels  from  the  Education  Ofllce  to  each 
section,  and  in  m<i8t  cases  must  have  reached  their  destii.ation  in  time.  Of 
the  39  Sections  of  Cape  Breton  from  which  minutes  have  been  received,  16 
vot^d  yea,  and  4  nay,  while  19  made  no  mention  of  the  matter.  Cf  the  30 
Richmond  Sections  heard  from,  14  voted  yea,  5  nay,  and  11  did  not  refer 
to  it." 

M.  J.  T.  MACNEIL, 

District  No.  7." 

"Mr.  Harrington's  Bill,  which  was  distributed  throughout  the  district  just 
before  the  last  annual  school  meeting,  with  the  view  of  securing  an  expi-ession 
of  opinion  relative  to  the  advisability  of  enacting  such  a  measui*e,  met  with 
the  disapproval  of  a  very  large  majority  of  the  Sections.  It  nvay  Ihj  there 
Was  a  misconception  as  to  the  purpose  for  which  the  copies  of  the  Bill  were 
distributed  ;  I  believe  such  was  the  case.  Certainly  thei-e  cannot  be  the 
least  doubt  the  enactment  of  such  a  measure  and  the  adoption  by  the 
different  sections  in  which  careless  and  indifferent  parents  reside  would  have 
a  very  salutary  effect  upon  the  attendance  in  such  schools." 

D.  H.  SMITH, 

DuVria  No.  Oy 
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"The  annual  meeting  vote  on  the  *Act  to  secure  better  attendance  at 
Public  Schools  *  shows  a  small  mnjority  in  its  favor.  It  would  be  adopted 
without  question  were  its  provisions  more  perfectly  underatood. 

W.  D.  MACKENZIE, 

District  xVo.  lOr 

I  do  not  propose  to  discuss  the  merits  of  the  measure  under  con- 
sideration, nor  its  adequacy  to  accomplish  the  confessedly  desirable 
end  of  securing  for  the  entire  youth  of  the  Province  participation  in 
the  blessings  of  Education.  It  is  sufficient  to  obseive  that  the 
cautious  moderation  of  its  provisions  seems  to  recognize  the  fact  that 
public  opinion  on  the  subject  is  not  mature  enough  to  justify  a  strictly 
compulsory  enactment.  I  have  conceived  my  duty  in  the  matter  of 
encoiiraG^ing  attendance,  to  lie  chiefly  in  the  line  of  developing  the 
attractive  power  of  the  schools  themselves.  However  just  and 
guarded  the  provisions  of  a  compulsory  law  may  be,  they  can 
never,  by  themselves,  secure  the  end  sought.  Proper  school  accom- 
modation and  appliances;  earnest,  sympathetic,  capable  teachers; 
natural  methods  of  instruction  in  subjects  so  chosen  and  arranged,  as 
to  secure  the  harmonious  development  of  all  the  human  faculties, 
particularly  the  proper  training  of  the  perceptive  powers;  and  the  due 
recognition  in  all  school  work  of  the  industrial  spirit  of  our  age, 
cannot  be  dispensed  with.  Whatever  legitimate  adjuncts  are  within 
reach,  these  must  be  relied  on  as  the  prime  means  of  promoting 
regularity  of  attendance.  I  must  frankly  admit  that  we  have  not  yet 
exhausted  the  available  efficacy  of  these  means.  In  many  of  our 
centres  of  population,  the  provision  for  primary  education  is  neither 
adequate  nor  attractive.  Due  care  is  not  taken  to  appoint  and  retain 
teachers  for  the  lower  grades  having  special  qualifications  for  directing 
the  activities  of  childhood.  Throughout  the  rural  sections,  too,  the 
employment  of  teachers,  inexperienced  and  inefficient,  licensed,  but 
not  traivedy  is  partially  responsible  for  the  evil  complained  of. 
Within  the  scope  of  the  higher  grade  of  schools,  any  educational  force 
operating  more  powerfully  to  the  formation  of  sound  intellectual 
tastes,  or  the  developmont  of  a  more  intelligent  interest  in  all  practical 
knowledge,  would  certainly  reflect  itself  in  a  largely  increased 
attendance. 

The  foregoing  views,  substantially  repeated  from  former  reports,  are 
not  intended  to  call  in  question  the  propriety  of  considering  other  and 
more  direct  remedies.  The  subject  ot  compulsory  education  is 
unquestionably  exciting  very  general  interest.  I  deem  it,  therefore, 
not  inappropriate  to  offer  certain  additional  suggestions,  adapted  in 
my  opinion,  to  secure  a  proper  apprehension  of  the  issues  involved. 
A  fair  preliminary  inquiry  would  be :  what  is  the  magnitude  of  the 
evil  which  it  is  proposed  to  remedy  ?  How  large  a  proportion  of  the 
children  of  the  Province  arc  reaping  no  advantage  fiom  our  schools, 
and  presumably  growing  up  in  ignorance  ?  The  returns  for  the 
winter  term  of  1882,  show  that  outside  of  the  City  of  Halifax,  1724 
schools  were  in  operation  in  1472  sections,  with  a  registered  attendance 
of  72,1G7  pupils.  For  the  same  sections,  15,647  children  between  the 
ages  of  5  ana  15,  were  reported  as  not  attending  school.  The  large 
number  thus  reported,  in  the  absence  of  explanation,  is  calculated  to 
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produce  an  exaggerated  impression  of  the  evil.  Probably  more  than 
one-third  of  the  whole  number  are  under  8  years  of  age,  while 
reasonable  deductions  should  be  made  for  sickness,  distance  from 
school,  and  lads  near  the  older  limit  of  age,  placed  at  trades,  or  in 
business  situations.  The  number  reported  as  not  at  school  during  the 
summer  term,  viz :  13,165,  as  contrasted  with  a  total  registration  of 
76,145,  would  require,  of  course,  a  much  smaller  reduction  on  the 
score  of  infantile  years,  but  a  considerably  larger  one  on  account  of 
older  children  justifiably  employed  at  various  forms  of  labor.  I  have 
thought  it  right  to  present  these  modifying  circumstances,  sometimes, 
perhaps,  not  duly  borne  in  mind.  They  are  necessary  to  a  just  view 
of  the  case,  but  do  not  disturb  the  general  fact  that  many  within  the 
reach  of  educational  facilities  provided  at  large  cost  at  the  public 
expense,  are  growing  up  in  ignorance. 

The  following  principles  and  facts  bearing  on  the  general  question 
may,  I  think,  be  assumed  as  well-established : — 

1.  That  ignorance  embodied  in  large  masses  of  the  population 
involves  a  grave  possibility,  nay  certainty,  of  national  danger  and 
loss.  The  power  of  education  as  a  moral  and  economic  agent  is 
often,  no  doubt,  overrated,  but  that  ignorance  stands  in  a  causal  relation 
to  much  of  the  crime  and  pauperism  which  prevail  is  beyond  all 
reasonable  doubt.  Proved  true  oy  inductions  too  wide  and  varied  to 
admit  of  question,  as  demonstrable,  in  fact,  as  the  Copemican 
theory  or  the  circulation  of  the  blood,  it  must  be  accepted  as  one 
of  the  primary  data  of  sociology.  This  is  the  view  of  the  ripest 
educators,  the  profoundest  statisticians,  the  most  enlightened  states- 
men. His  Eminence  Cardinal  Manning,  in  ^n  article'*'  which  has 
attracted  much  attention,  bears  this  testimony :  ♦  *  ♦  *  "  It 
cannot  be  denied  that  the  State  is  justified  in  providing  for  the  edu- 
cation of  its  people.  It  has  a  right  to  protect  itself  from  the  dangers 
arising  from  ignorance  and  vice,  which  breed  crime  and  turbulence. 
It  has  a  duty  also  to  protect  children  from  the  neglect  and  sin  of 
parents,  and  to  guard  their  righte  to  receive  an  education  which  shall 
fit  them  for  human  society  and  cJivil  life."  An  American  prelatef,  of 
another  communion  and  of  almost  equal  celebrity,  speaks  thus 
emphatically  on  a  point  regarding  which  a  few  still  venture  to  express 
doubts :  '^And  all  experience  and  every  page  of  history  confirm  the 
assertion  (that  knowledge  is  the  universal  right  of  man)  in  the  close 
kindred  which  has  everywhere  been  proved  of  ignorance  and  vice  with 
wretchedness  and  slavery.  And  we  say  further  that  the  security  of 
this  inherent  right  to  every  individual,  and  its  extension  in  the  fullest 
measure  to  the  greatest  number  is  the  universal  interest  of  man  ;  so 
that  they  who  deny  or  abridge  it  to  their  fellows,  are  undermining  the 
fpundations  of  Qovemment,  weakening  the  hold  of  society,  and  pre- 
paring the  way  for  that  unsettling  and  dissolving  of  all  human  insti- 
tutions, which  must  result  in  anarchy  and  ruin,  and  in  which  they  who 
who  have  the  greatest  stake  must  be  the  greatest  sufferers." 


•  Nineteenth  Century  for  December,  1882. 
t  Bishop  Doaoe,  of  Albany. 
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2.  It  follows  as  a  natural  sequence  that  society  or  the  State  has  a 
right  to  protect  itself  from  the  dangers  and  evils  of  ignorance  by 
taking  advantage  of  its  powers  to  enforce,  within  the  limits  of  reason, 
the  universal  diffusion  of  elementary  knowledge.  To  urge  parental 
rights  against  this  right  of  society  involves  a  deeper  contradiction 
than  that  which  lies  on  the  face  of  it ;  for  how  can  parental  rights  bfe 
pleaded  to  justify  neglect  of  parental  duties  ? 

3.  Following  out  the  foregoing  principles  a  large  circle  of  highly 
civilized  nations,  embracing  a  wide  variety  of  political  institutions, 
social  customs  and  religious  beliefs,  have  enacted  laws  enforcing  the 
acquisition  of  a  certain  minimum  of  knowledge.  All  available  testi- 
mony fifoes  to  prove  that  in  many  countries  such  laws  are  working 
satisfactorily,  and  that  their  operation  is  regarded  with  increasing 
favor  as  time  advances  and  expetience  broadens.  A  high  authority 
already  quoted  recognizes  in  the  compulsory  feature  of  the  English 
Education  Act  of  1870,  a  principle  which  has  worked  itself  so  deeply 
into  public  opinion  that  no  proposition  at  variance  with  it  would 
be  listened  to ;  as,  in  fact,  an  irreversible  condition,  on  which  as  a 
a  basis,  and  from^which  as  a  starting  point,  all  future  educational  efforts 
must  be  made. 

But  in  matters  of  public  policy,  there  is  an  intelligible  distinction 
between  nghta  and  expediency  Our  own  Province  has  an  unques- 
tionable right,  if  such  should  be  the  will  of  a  majority  of  the  people,  to 
establish  a  Provincial  Law  School,  Medical  College,  Agricultural  Col- 
lege, or  University.  Whether  it  is  expedient,  under  present  circum- 
stances, to  establish  one  or  all  of  these  institutions,  is  a  fair  matter 
f(jr  debate.  In  this  view  of  the  question  at  issue,  the  following  con- 
-^•lerations  are  presented,  ncjt  as  arguments  for  inaction,  but  as 
matters  to  be  properly  taken  into  account,  before  a  final  decision  is 
reached : — 

1.  In  some  countries  laws  providing  for  compulsory  education 
have  proved  inoperative.  In  some  of  the  States  of  the  Am?rican 
Union,  such  laws,  are,  to  quote  a  phrase,  "  obsolescent,  if  not 
obsolete."  Our  neighboring  Province  of  Ontario  has  in  her  statute 
book  a  mill!  statute  of  this  character,  differing  from  the  measure 
under  consideration  chiefly  in  being  without  the  feature  of  local 
option.     This  law  I  am  not  prepared  to  pronounce  "a  dead  letter," 

^et,  it  certainly  gives  very  feeble  indications  of  vitality.  Ontario 
ad  twenty  years'  start  of  Nova  Scotia  in  the  matter  of  free 
education ;  her  population,  the  inhabited  portions  of  the  two  Pro- 
vinces being  taken  into  account,  is  considerably  more  centralized, 
and  favorable  to  good  attendance ;  she  has  had  for  years  the  law  just 
referred  to,  and  yet  she  is  not  in  advance  of  our  o>vn  Province  in  the 
proportion  of  her  children  which  she  is  educating. 

2.  A  collation  of  facts  serves  to  show  that  the  carrying  out  of  a 
scheme  of  compulsory  education  is  easiest  in  countries  where  society 
is  sharply  divided  into  classes,  and  where  public  education  is  regardea, 
not  as  with  us,  an  instrument  operating  for  the  universal  good,  but  a& 
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simply  a  means  for  purifying  and  elevating  the  lower  social  strata. 
It  agrees  with  this  view,  both  theoretically  and  practically,  that  large 
cities  furnish  the  fairest  field  for  the  successful  operation  of  compul- 
sory systems. 

The  conclusion  of  the  whole  matter  would  seem  to  be  that  no 
country,  with  conditions  substantially  like  those  of  Nova  Scotia, 
affords  our  legislators  the  light  of  a  very  positive  example,  jmd  that 
possibly  it  may  be  found  impracticable  to  lormulate  a  measure  applic- 
able alike  to  dense  centres  of  population,  and  thinly-peopled  rural 
districts. 


PROVINCIAL    EDUCATIONAL    ASSOCIATION. 


Teachers'    Association. 

The  third  annual  meeting  of  the  Provincial  Educational  Association 
was  held  at  Truro  on  the  12th  and  13tb  of  July.  The  attendance  was 
very  large,  probably  surpassing  that  at  any  similar  educational 
gathering  ever  held  in  any  Province  of  the  Dominion.  Upwards  of 
two  hundred  and  fifty  licensed  Teachers  were  present  and  enrolled  as 
members.  Other  persons,  in  various  relations  connected  with  the 
educational  service,  swelled  the  entire  enrolled  membership  to  nearly 
three  hundred.  Valuable  pap'^rs  by  several  members  of  the 
Association  were  presented  and  duly  discussed.  The  report  of  the 
committee  appointed  at  the  previous  annual  meeting  to  prepare  an 
outline  course  of  study  for  advanced  and  High  Schools  received 
careful  consideration  While  the  general  features  of  the  course 
submitted  seemed  to  meet  with  approval,  it  was  deemed  expe4ient 
after  protracted  discussion,  to  postpone  final  action  until  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Association.  Provision  was  made  for  the  further 
consideration  of  the  details  of  the  course,  in  the  interim,  by  % 
competent  Committee. 

The  Es^ecutive  Committee  had  fortunately  been  able  to  secure  for 
the  Association  the  presence  and  aid  of  Walter  Smith,  Esq.,  widely 
and  favorably  known  as  State  Director  of  Art  Education  for  Mass^ 
chusetts.  Two  sessions  were  devoted  to  lectures  on  InduntruU 
Drawing,  and  one  to  a  more  popular  address  on  Art  Education  in 
Sedation  to  Industrial  Developnient  and  Household  Taste,  by  that 
gentleman.  In  the  former,  delivered  to  the  Association  in  its  usual 
place  of  meeting,  the  claims  of  Industrial  Drawing  to  recognition  as 
a  regular  branch  of  school  instruction  were  clearly  set  forth,  the  pro* 
giessive  stages  of  the  art  of  drawing  developed,  and  hints  and  illus- 
trations of  great  practical  value  given.  Their  general  effect  was  a 
marked  increase  both  of  zeal  and  knowledge  on  the  part  of  teachers 
present  in  respect  to  the  introduction  of  drawing  into  their  schools. 
The  more  popular  address  dealt  with  the  history  of  art  education  and 
the  industrial  development  of  nations  in  a  very  able  manner,  and  its 
cogent  reasoning  was  all  the  more  effective  from  the  occasional  relief 
of  pleasant  sallies  of  humor.  Through  arrangements  made  by  the 
Asfiociaiion,  this  address  was  subsequently  delivered  in  Halifax,  where 
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it  produced  a  most  favorable  impression  on  a  large  and  intelligent 
audience. 

There  are  regularly  organized  Teachers'  Associations  in  the  follow- 
ing Inspectoral  Districts :  No.  4,  No.  5.  No.  6,  No.  7,  No.  8,  No  10. 
I  have  been  able  to  attend  during  the  past  year  the  annual  meeting 
of  these  bodies,  with  the  exception  of  that  of  District  No.  8  (Counties 
of  Inverness  and  Victo  ia).  Personally,  I  have  found  these  gatherings 
of  great  service.  The  exercises  have,  so  far  as  my  observation  has 
extended  and,  I  believe,  uniformly,  been  conducted  with  an  order  and 
decorum  worthy  of  the  profession  whose  interests  they  are  designed 
to  promote.  Interesting  details  of  the  Associations  will  be  found  in 
the  reports  of  the  Inspectors  of  Schools  for  the  above-mentioned 
districts. 


REVISION    OF    THE    EDUCATIONAL    STATUTES. 

I  would  respectfully  recommend  that  advantage  be  taken  of  the 
general  revision  of  the  Provincial  Statutes  now  in  progress  to  recast 
in  a  simpler  form  certain  parts  of  chapter  32,  Revised  Statutes,  4th 
series,  and  its  amending  Acts,  particularly  some  of  the  paragraphs 
which  are  of  a  directory  character.  The  local  administration  of  the 
Act  relating  to  Public  Instruction  is  of  necessity  chiefly  in  the  hands 
of  men  busy  with  their  own  affairs,  and  to  whom  clear  and  i  nmistak- 
able  directions  are  of  great  importance.  It  is  by  no  means  claimed 
that  the  amount  of  actual  litigation  which  has  occurred  in  connection 
with  the  working  of  our  educational  system  has  been  large,  in  relation 
to  the  number  of  persons  affected  and  the  amount  of  property  involv- 
ed. But  the  fact  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  cases  in  which  the 
interposition  of  the  Courts  has  been  invoked,  in  respect  to  the 
alteration  and  division  of  sections,  the  levying  of  taxes,  the  election 
of  Trustees  and  similar  matters,  have  been  due  to  obscurity  in  the 
law,  as  has  been  more  than  once  acknowledged  by  the  Courts  them- 
selves, justi^'es  the  recommendation  I  have  made.  Several  of  the 
existing  provisions  were  incidental  and  necessary  to  the  introduction 
of  the  system  of  Free  Schools,  but  in  the  present  settled  state  of 
affairs  involve  a  good  deal  of  awkwardness  and  uncertainty  in  their 
practical  working.  Among  others,  the  paragraphs  of  the  law  relating 
to  the  appointment,  or  election,  of  trustees  to  fill  vacancies,  the 
incapacity  and  neglect  of  duty  of  Trustees,  the  calling  of  special 
school  meetings,  and  the  sanction  of  sites  for  school  houses,  might 
advantageously  be  re- written,  and  simpler  methods  of  procedure 
provided. 

I  would  also  suggest  as  proper  subjects  of  inquiry,  the  following : — 

1.  Whether  some  moderate  and  properly  guarded  statutory  pro- 
vision for  expropriating  land  on  which  to  erect  school-buildings  is  not 
required.  Cases  have  come  under  my  notice  in  which  whole  com- 
munities have  suffered  grievous  educational  loss  from  the  refusal  of 
owners  to  sell  the  only  eligille  school-house  sites  to  be  found  in  a 
section.    Such  provision  is  made  in  the  statutes  of  Ontario  and  New 
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Brunswick,  and  has  not  been  found  to  conflict  with  a  due  regard  to 
private  interests  and  rights.  In  many  of  the  Courts  of  the  United 
States,  it  has  been  held  that  even  where  no  special  statute  exists,  the 

{)rinciples  of  the  law  of  eminent  domain  warrant  the  expropriation  of 
and  for  a  purpose  so  fundamental  to  the  well-being  of  society. 

2  Whether  the  existing  provision  of  the  law,  whereby  a  resident 
of  a  school  section  draws  into  that  section  for  the  purposes  of 
sectional  assessment  all  the  property  of  which  he  may  be  the  owner 
within  the  limits  of  the  Cmtntj/,  is  a  just  one.  I  content  myself 
with  directing  attention  to  the  point.  The  subject  has  been  repeatedly 
discussed  in  the  Legislature,  and  the  principle  finally  settled  upon 
was  regarded  as  a  fair  compromise.  Complaints  as  to  the  unfairness 
of  its  operation  are,  however,  very  frequent.  Beyond  all  question  it 
permits  much  property  to  escape  its  proper  burden  of  taxation,  and 
in  cases  of  real  estate  worked  for  the  owner  by  hired  agents  with 
families  of  children,  it  perpetrates  a  manifest  injustice.  Property 
owned  by  firms  and  companies  is  made  an  exception  and  is  taxable 
where  situate,  so  that  under  the  law  as  it  now  stands,  such  an 
anomaly  as  the  following  sometimes  occurs.  Two  contiguous 
sections  have  each  a  large  milling  establishment  or  factory, 
employing  a  large  number  of  laborers  with  families,  and  owned  by 
non-residents.  One  of  these  properties  is  owned  by  a  firm,  and  con- 
sequently contributes  to  the  maintenance  of  education  in  the 
section.  The  other  is  under  individual  ownership,  by  virtue  of 
which  it  is  freed  from  such  liability,  and  if  taxed  at  all,  helps  to  sup- 
port the  schools  of  a  distant  section.  It  is  possible  that  the  opposite 
principle,  which  would  let  all  property  be  taxed  where  it  is  situated, 
might  be  found  to  involve  equally  grave  anomalies,  but  the  whole 
subject  I  regard  as  one  eminently  worthy  of  careful  legislative 
consideration. 


Some  provision  should  be  immediately  made  for  providing  Inspec- 
tors, Boards  of  School  Commissioners,  and  Trustees,  with  revised  lists 
of  the  boundaries  of  School  Sections.  In  several  counties,  litigation 
of  a  serious  character  has  arisen  from  the  imperfections  of  these 
records.  I  would  suggest  a  short  Act  providing  for  the  appropriation 
of  a  small  portion  of  the  County  School  Fund,  where  needed,  for  the 
purpose  of  procuring  full,  distinct,  and  authoritative  descriptions  of 
sectional  boundaries. 

The  Department  should  be  provided  with  a  new  and  improved  set 
of  plans  for  school-houses.  Only  a  few  tattered  sheets  of  the  volumes 
prepared  in  1865  remain ;  and  it  is  impossible  to  comply  with  the 
frequent  requests  of  trustees  for  guidance  in  the  matter  of  building. 


The  reports  of  the  Inspectors  of  Schools  are  contained  in  Appendix 
B.  In  commending  these  documents  to  careful  perusal,  I  will  not  be 
understood  as  assuming  responsibility  for  particular  opinions  expressed 
therein.    I  do  desire,  however,  to  recognize  the  fidelity  with  which 
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the  Inspectors,  in  all  matters  coming  under  mj  noticQ,  have 
striven  to  fulfil  their  varied,  responsible  and  laborious  duties.  I 
desire,  also,  to  record  my  deliberate  conviction  that  no  portion  of  our 
educational  expenditure  is  more  directly  fruitful  of  good  result^  than 
that  which  maintains  an  agency  taking  official  cogpizaqc^,  by 
systematic  and  periodic  inspection,  of  all  instruction  in  respect  of 
which  public  money  is  claiDied ;  providing  for  the  uniform  administra- 
tion of  the  law  and  regulations;  promoting  the  harmonious  co- 
operation of  the  various  classes  of  which  society  is  composed,  and 
removing  occasions  of  litigation  and  strife ;  and  affording  a  healthy 
stimulus  to  teachers  anxious  to  discharfi;e  their  duties  faithfully, 
while  acting  as  a  constant  check  on  indifference,  incapacity  and 
fraud. 

In  appendix  C  will  be  found  the  Report  of  the  Chairman  of 
the  Board  of  School  Commissioners  for  the  City  of  Halifa^, 
with  the  connected  report  to  that  body  of  the  Supervisor  of 
the  City  Schools.  Among  other  matters  of  interest  referred  to  in 
these  reports,  the  steps  taken  by  the  Board  to  place  within  leach  of  all 
the  children  in  their  schools  instruction  in  industrial  drawing  deserve 
special  recognition. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

!py  Your  Honor's  obedient  servant^ 

DAVID  ALLISON, 

SupervrUendent  of  Edxication. 
Education  Office,  H^Ufax. 
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GOVERNMENT   AID  TO   POOR  SECTIONS. 


TABLE  X. 
SPECIAL  GOVERNMENT  AID  TO  POOR  SECTIONS. 


COUNTY. 


Annapolis , 

Antigonish 

Cape  Breton 

Colchester 

Cumberland 

Digby 

Guysborough 

Halifax    

Hants 

Inverness 

Kings  

Lunenburg  

Pictou 

Queens 

Richmond    

Shelbume    

Victoria   

Yarmouth    

Total,  1882. 
"      1881 . 

Increase 


Paid  by  Goverument  over  and 
above  the  ordinary  Grants, 
towards  Salaries  of  Teachers 
employed     in     Poor     Sections. 


Winter  Term. 


$  142  63 

73  30 

109  14 
134  78 

101  94 
82  79 
28  22 
90  16 

114  36 
77  45 
132  06 
160  82 
148  64 
113  13 

102  61 
14  66 
10  00 
81  51 


1718  20 
1551  39 

$166  81 


Summer  Term. 


$157  37 
104  14 
102  38 
145  81 
168  69 
99  91 

32  88 
134  05 
132  03 

27  29 
161  08 
126  71 
151  36 
130  23 
136  08 

33  60 
10  00 
56  31 


1909  92 
1881  52 

$28  40 


TOTAL. 


$  300  00 
177  44 
211  52 
280  59 
270  63 
182  70 
61  10 
224  21 
246  39 
104  74 
293  14 
287  53 
300  00 
243  36 
238  69 
48  26 
20  00 
137  82 


3628  12 
3432  91 

$195  21 


POOR  SECTIONS — SPECIAL  COUNTY  AID. 
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TABLE  XI. 
POOR    SECTIONS— SPECIAL  COUNTY  AID. 


Name  of  Counties  and  Ses- 
sional Districts. 


Number  of  these 

Sections   having 

Schools. 


Winter 
Term. 


Summer 
Terra. 


Amount  of  County  Assessment 
])aid  to  these  Schools  over  and 
above   the  ordinary  allowance. 


Winter 
Term. 


Summer 
Term. 


Total. 


tt 


tt 


u 


tt 


Annapolis,  County  of 
Antigonish, 
Cape  Breton, 
Colchester, 
Cumberland, 
Digby,  District  of . 
Clare, 

Guysboro'    ' 
St.  Mary's  " 
Halifax,  County  of 
Hants,  District  of  East 

West 
Inverness,  County  of 
Kings, 
Lunenburg  &  N.  Dublin 
Chester,  District  of  . . 
Pictou,  County  of . . . . 
Queens, 
Richmond, 

Shelburne,  District  of 
Barrington. 
Victoria,  County  of  . . 
Yarmouth,  District  of 
Argyle, 

Nova  Scotia,  1882 

1881 

Increase 


if 


tt 


IC 

8 

12 

14 

12 

7 

3 

2 

4 

12 

9 

5 

8 

17 

13 

5 

17 

12 

11 

•      • 

2 
1 

G 
4 


200 
176 

24 


22 

12 

11 

15 

20 

10 

4 

2 

4 

16 

9 

7 

3 

19 

12 

4 

18 

15 

14 

1 

3 

1 

5 

3 


230 
214 

16 


$  102  02 
69  34 
80  77 
93  54 
84  75 
59  75 
19  78 
10  12 
28  48 
87  02 
57  36 
28  95 
51  62 

111  37 
84  82 
38  65 

111  05 
84  06 
90  52 

13  80 

7  08 

45  80 

31  72 


1392  37 
1287  64 

104  73 


141  02 
88  22 
68  04 
97  52 

115  75 

70  94 

19  85 

9  57 

21  04 

105  42 
53  60 
62  86 

16  57 
141  61 

82  33 

29  76 

114  87 

105  19 

104  30 

5  77 

17  85 
7  88 

38  29 
23  35 


1531  60 
1504  95 

26  65 


$243  04 
157  56 
148  81 

191  06 
200  50 
130  69 

39  63 
19  69 
49  52 

192  44 
110  96 

81  81 

6«  19 

252  98 

167  15 

68  41 

225  92 

189  25 

194  82 

^  77 

31  65 

14  96 

84  09 

55  07 


2923  97 
2792  59 

131  38 


APPORTIONMENT  OF  COUNTY   FUND — WINTER   TERM. 


APPORTIONMENT    OF    COUNTY    FUND    TO    TRUSTEES 
WINTER  TERM   ENDED  APRIL  30,   1882. 


MUNICIPALITIES. 

11} 
III 

111 

Jit 

III 

ii 

a  — 

1 

til 

lis 

Annapolis 

Antigonish 

Cape  Breton 

22CIH2 
172277 
S22875 
320607 
244731 
137389 
77270 
93873 
57803 
320457 
111079 
138C29 
209517 
264123 

265H07 

50902 
413870 
126557 
130574 
79025 
69576 
110848 
181151 
131270 

SI 198  09 
910  56 
1506  93 
1349  10 
1406  18 
547  33 
322  05 
491  84 
287  04 
1387  62 
007  23 
565  50 
1726  00 
1231  92 
1210  60 

261  03 
1816  20 
006  69 
782  70 
352  35 
301  52 
739  35 
082  80 
433  20 

SI  490  73 
1536  44 
2491  01 
1844  5[) 

S30  00 
30  00 

S2718  82 
2477  00 
3998  54 
3103  69 
3527  99 
1607  30 

959  09 
1744  07 

708  33 
4107  00 
1422  00 
1773  30 
3512  00 
3220  35 

2873  22 
702  19 
4847  00 
1583  02 
2139  35 
949  35 
913  20 
1731  00 
1673  57 
1181   50 

.75 

1.03 

.90 

79 

Cumberland   

2121  81 
1060  06 

637  94 
1252  83 

421  29 
2629  38 

814  77 
1207  80 
1786  00 
1994  43 

1014  40 
429  38 

2970  80 
916  93 

'90'*) 

48  22 

11  78 
60  00 

1.02 

Guyaborough 

St.  Mnry's 

Halifax  County  . 

Hants,  East    

"      West  .... 
Inveniess    

1.56 
.81 
.97 
.83 

1.01 
.78 

Lunenburg  and  ) 
New  Dublin  | 

.70 

Queens    

.81 

Sbelbume 

Harrington 

Victoria 

Yarmouth 

581  71 
500  97 
961  65 
975  19 
735  SS 

15  29 
14  71 
30  00 
17  58 
12  42 

.86 
1.00 
1.02 

.63 

Total,  1882.. 

+318324 
4427229 

20783  89 
20151  35 

32429  18 
33313  75 

360  00 

-.3573  07 

.89 
88 

IncreasB 

032  54 

360  00 

107  97 

01 

1  )ecre(U50 

108905 

884  57 

ippoRnomHEst  op  cotrNrr  fund— summer  terh. 


APPOETIONMENT   OF    COUNTY    FUND   TO    TRUSTEES    FOR 
SUMMER  TERM   ENDED  OCTOBER  31,   1882. 


MUNICIPALITIES. 


m 


,4 


Annapolis 

Antigoni>ih 

Cape  Breton  . , . . 

Colchester  ■ 

CumberlaQtl 

Kgby  

Clare  

Guysborough    , , . 

St.  Mary'3 

Halifax  County. . 
HaDts,  East 

"      Wert  .... 

Inverness 

Kings .' 

Lunenburg  and  \ 

New  Dublin  J 

Chester 

Pictou 

Queens    

Richmond  

Shelbume 

Barrington 

Victoria 

Yarmouth 

Argyle 

Total,  1882.. 
"      18S1 . . 


'  Increase  . 
Decrease . 


22621 
1C8731 
317113 
331017 
29353; 
14.504; 
90809 
99043 
51812 
3283.57 
132448 
151371 


»1275 
10.57 
1535 
1424 
1756 
599 
337 
570 
293 
1529 
625 
643 


I 

18*1412  29 
1372  01 
242S  78 
1692  72 
1769  90 
lOOy  03 

622  84 
1174  46 

414  70 
2487  43 

796 


253887    1702 
230475    1258 


221973 

41703 
395069 
128529 
136913 
80238 
72540 
88392 
145751 
114038 


4261644 
4016584 


1120  70 

227  01 
1870  54 
687  80 
853  21 
406  11} 
.327  12 
679  33 
599  81 
405  83 


21787  81 
21609  49 


$30  00 
30  00 


1129  71 
1809  19 
1937  65 
1703  90 

463  41 
2856  46 
895  24 
1284 
527  90 
571  37 
991  67 
1057  61 
763  25 


11  78 
90  00 


15  29 
14  71 
30  00 
17  58 
12  42 


J2717  47 
2469  43 
3959  30 
3117  07 
3526  64 
1«08  92 

959  93 
1744  67 

708  33 
4107  00 
1422  00 
1773  30 
3512  00 
3226  3! 
2872  88 

702  20 
4817  00 
1583  04 
2138  09 

949  35 

913  20 
1701  00 
1075  00 
1181  .50 


.82 
.66 
.59 
.74 
.80 
1.31 
.82 
.82 
.67 
.78 


1.20 

77 
,73 


87 

1.24 

80 


31167  82 
31721  01 


420  00 


.3375  63 
iS330  50 


178  32 420  00 

563  19 
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8PECUL  ACADEMIES.  AA 


TABLE  XVII— COUNTY  ACADEMIES  AND  SPECIAL 

ACADEMIES  —  (CoNTmuED.) 


PicTou  Academy. 

fiistructors.^-The  Principal,  MaU^eniatics  and  Science, 

R.  McLellan,  Esq.,  (Grade  A).  Classics 
Wm.  A.  Eraser,  Esq.,  B.A.,  (Grade  A),  Unf/lia/t, 
Mim  M.  J.  MoKenzie,  (Grade  A),^  Fine  Arts, 

Elements  of  Natural  Science. — The  subjects  under  this  head,  excepting 
Chemistry,  are  taken  up  in  alternate  terms.  The  Zoological  woik  was  not 
done  in  regular  class  hours,  but  by  a  *club"  meeting  regulyrly  once  a  week 
in  the  Academy  under  the  suj  ervision  and  direction  of  the  Principal. 
Several  hundreds  of  sj)ecimens  have  in  this  way  been  collected  and  observa- 
tions conducted  and  recorded  in  papers  read  and  in  the  minutes  of  the  trans' 
actions.     A  "  botanical  club  "  did  similar  work  in  Botany. 

Prizes, — Twenty -dollars  were  presented  foi*  this  purpose  by  Major-General 
Laurie,  Oakiield ;  and  five  dollars  by  D.  H.  Smith,  Esq.,  M.  Ar  University 
Matriculants  during  the  year  won  money  prizes  aggregating  $2800  (twenty- 
eight  hundred  dollars). 

Class  Booms, — Under  this  head  are  included  such  rooms  a6  the  Chemical 
Laboratory,  Library,  Museum,  &c.,  but  not  such  as  the  Principal's  room, 
Teacher's  room,  Cloak  rooms,  &c. 

FeeSf  rf'c. — All  (qualified  students  from  the  County  of  Pictou,  ai'e,  neces- 
sarily, admitted  free-  Those  from  beyond  the  County  pay  an  "  admission 
fee  "  to  the  Town  Clerk  of  six  dollai-s  for  the  term  of  six  months.  A  portion 
of  the  amount  under  this  head  was  contributeil  by  the  citizens  of  Pictou  and 
others,  for  special  purposes. 

Income  frmtt  Rents,  d'c. — The  $2,94&  in  this  column  is  the  amount  paid 
out  of  the  general  school  fund  of  the  Municipality  for  Academic  puri>oses. 

Miscellaneous  Expenditure, — This  includes  the  annual  charge  for  interest 
on  the  New  Academy  Debentures  paid  by  the  Town  Corporation. 

A.  H.  McXay,  B.  a.,  B.  Sc, 

Principal, 


Deaf  and  Dumb  Institution. 

(a)  This  is  the  nominal  charge,  but  most  of  the  pupils  are  boarded  and 
educated  free, 

(b)  Mere  tabulated  returns  give  no  proper  idea  of  the  work  done  in  a 
Bchool  like  this.  The  specific  object  of  Deafmute  Education  is  to  impart  a 
practical  knowledge  of  common  English,  such  as  the  youngest  child  possesses 
before  he  goes  to  school.     Everything  is  subordinated  to  this  end. 


fiB  SPECUL  ACADEMI15S. 


TABLE  XVII.— (Continued.) 

(ej  This  includes  $1500  from  New  Brunswick,  $300  from  P.  K.  Island 
and  $500  £vQm  Newfouadland. 

fd)  This  includes  Matron's  salary,  Servants'  wages,  Board  of  Pupils,  fuel, 
^as,  and  all  other  household  expenses. 

J.  Scott  Hutton,  M.  A., 

Principal. 


Queens  County  Academy. 

In  addition  to  the  fifteen  pupils  from  "  outside  the  section  "  (nearly  on^ 
third  of  those  attending  the  High  School  department)  there  aro  about  »enm 
attending  the  other  departments  from  whom  no  fees  are  collected. 


Kings  County  Academy. 

The  Academy  Grant  having  been  given  only  for  this  Summer^  the  abovQ 
figures  have  reference  only  to  the  Summer  term  and  therefore  do  not  cov^ 
the  school  year.  The  outlook  is  very  encouraging,  and  the  Trustees  have 
resolved  to  employ  an  additional  teacher  (the  fifth)  next  Spring.  The  Section 
has  voted  $1000  to  add  two  new  deps^ments.  The  Trustees  have  beea 
pleased  to  provide  additional  chemical  apparatus  and  other  requisites^ 
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TABLE  XVm. 

SUMMARY  OF  GOVERNMENT  GRANTS  FOR  EDUCATION, 

1882. 

Common  Schools $  149,068  22 

Normal  School 5,750  00 

Special  Academies 5,000  00 

County  Academies   » 7,450  00 

Inspectors'  Salaries 11,100  00 

"  Stationery,  Posta^,  &c 600  00 

Office  Expenses,  Registers,  Register  Covers,  Stationery,  Postage, 

Expressage,  &lq 1,105  64 

Salaries 3,000  00 

Travelling  expenses,  Superintendent 400  00 

Normal  School  Pupils 680  10 

Examination 581  69 

Interest » 4 4 1  53 

$184,627  18 
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REPORT  OF  THE  NORMAL  SCHOOL. 


To  David  Allison,  Esq.,  Ll.  D., 

Superintendent  of  Education. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  Report  of  the  Normal  School 
for  the  Session  of  1881-2. 

The  chief  new  feature  of  the  year  was  the  carrying  into  effect  of 
those  regulations  by  which  attendance  throughout  a  full  session  is 
made  a  condition  of  our  Diploma,  and  by  which  applicants  for  admis- 
sion, who  have  not  previously  attended  the  Institution,  are  not  to  be 
received  after  the  formal  opening  on  the  second  Wednesday  of 
November.  The  experience  of  the  year  has  not  developed  any  circum- 
stances prejudicial  to  either  of  these  regulations  ;  but  on  the  contrary 
has  confirmed  the  wisdom  of  the  change. 

The  total  number  of  students  enrolled  during  the  year  was  one  hun- 
dred and  sixteen,  which  is  somewhat  less  than  for  several  preceding 
years.  This  falling  off  was  to  be  expected  as  a  result  of  excluding 
applicants  after  the  formal  opening.  We  have,  however,  more  than 
compensation  for  this  loss  in  the  increased  time  of  attendance,  and 
more  thorough  training  of  the  number  in  attendance,  as  well  as  in  the 
more  systematic  management  of  the  Institution. 

Seventy-six  students  attended  throughout  the  year,  as  compared 
with  sixty-seven  during  the  preceding  year.  As  shown  in  the  sub- 
joined table,  we  awarded  eighty-two  diplomas,  including  six  of  Grade 
Superior,  forty-seven  of  Grade  Good,  and  twenty-nine  of  Grade  Fair. 

The  Govemor-Generars  Silver  Medal  was  awarded  to  Miss  W^ini- 
fred  Crowell  of  Barrington;  the  Bronze  Medal  to  Miss  Adella  G. 
Jackson  of  Cornwallis, — these  young  ladies  taking  first  and  second 
rank,  respectively,  as  the  writers  of  essays  on  Pestalozzianism  in  its 
relation  to  modern  methods. 

The  expenditure  of  the  year  has  been  somewhat  increased  by  neces- 
sary repairs  on  the  buildings.  The  slating  of  the  roof,  which  was  not 
securely  fastened  in  the  first  instance,  required  prompt  attention  to 
protect  the  building  from  serious  injury.  The  total  cost  of  repairs 
amounted  to  about  850.00. 

Miss  Smith,  our  Instructor  in  Industrial  Drawing,  has,  on  different 
occasions,  drawn  my  attention  to  the  inadequacy  of  her  salary.  I 
desire  hereby  to  bring  the  matter  to  the  notice  of  the  Council  of  Public 


principal's  report. 


Instruction,  and  in  doing  so  I  feel  assured  that  no  argument  is 
needed  to  show  that  $250  is  a  mere  nominal  salary  for  a  person  of 
Miss  Smith's  ability  in  this  line  of  work.  When  the  present  arrangement 
was  entered  into,  it  was  thought  that  the  salary  would  be  largely  supple- 
mented by  fees  from  private  pupils.  This  has,  however,  proved  to  be 
a  very  uncertain  and  unproductive  source  of  emolument.  Miss 
Smith's  duties  have  been  considerably  increased  since  her  first  connec- 
tion with  the  Institution,  and  I  trust  it  may  be  found  practicable 
to  allow  her  some  additional  remuneration. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Yours  respectfully, 

J.  B.   CALKIN. 
NoRiiAL  School, 

Truro,  Dec.  Slst,  1882. 
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Students  of  Normal  School,  1881-2. 


Students  whose  names  are  marked  thus  *  were  not  examined  for  License  at  close  of  Session. 


Kams. 


Normal  School 
Diploma. 


•John  F.  Steele 

Charles  A.  Hamilton  . 

John  T.  Dimock 

*  James  E.  Berteaux. . 

Ebenezer  Fulton 

Job  Dart 

*Wm.  S.  Calkin 

John  Arthur  Grierson 

Moses  Coady 

John  H.  MacDonald . . 
Henry  E.  A.  Bowles . . 

George  Millar 

♦Daniel  McD.  Clarke . 
*David  S.  Clarke  . . . . 
Mariner  J.  Ingraham  . 

Lee  J.  Ingraham 

John  D.  McLeod 

Wm.  H.  Magee 

Ormond  Lyons 

♦Geo.  Whitfield  Coffin 
Alphonso  L.  Lyons . . . 
Winifred  G.  Crowell . . 

*Jane  Bruce 

Emma  A.  Gilman . . . . 

Bessie  Freeman 

Jeanie  E.  Grierson  . . . 
Mary  Ann  McLeod . . . 
Ida  May  Wiswell  . . . , 

Maggie  Smith 

Martha  A.  Clarke. . . . 

Kate  Murray 

♦Margaret  E.  Mellish  . 

Lily  A.  Scott 

Clara  Robinson 

Annie  Henderson  . . . . 

Ella  C.  Elderkin 

Adella  G.  Jackson  • . . 


Guysborough, 

Guysborough, 

Kings, 

Annapolis, 

Colchester, 

Hants, 

Colchester, 

Kings, 

Livemess, 

Inverness, 

Kings, 

Colchester, 

Pictou, 

Pictou, 

Inverness, 

Inverness, 

Victoria, 

Kings, 

Kings, 

Kings, 

Kings, 

Shelbume, 

Halifax, 

Yarmouth, 

Queens, 

Kings, 

Colcnester, 

Halifax, 

Queens, 

Pictou, 

Pictou, 

Halifax, 

Hants, 

Kings, 

Guysborough, 

Hants, 

KingSi 


C 
C 
C 
D 


C 
C 
C 
D 
B 
C 
D 
D 
C 
B 
C 
C 
D 
C 
C 
D 
C 
C 
C 


C 
D 
D 
D 
D 
C 
C 
0 


B 
B 

« • 
B 
D 

•  • 

D 
B 
B 
B 
B 


C 
D 
C 
A 
B 

•  • 

C 
B 

•  • 

D 


C 
C 
B 
B 

•  * 

c 
c 

B 
C 
B 


Good. 

Good. 

Fair. 

Good. 

II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 

M 
II 

Superior. 

II 


Fair. 
Superior. 

Good. 

Superior. 

Good, 

Good. 
Good. 
Good. 
Good. 

Good. 
Good. 
Good. 
Good. 
Superior* 


c 
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NORMAL  SCHOOL.— (Continued.) 


Nahe. 


County. 


^  g 


o  tc 


V  a  S 


^  8  -c     '3  8  5 


5  §  c 

*^  ••a   fli 


•s-§ 


Normal  School 
Diploma. 


*Ada  Lewis 

*Su8an  Creel  man  . .  . 
Lizzie  A.  Ulding. . . . 
*Erama  A.  Murry. .  . 

Emma  H.  Allen 

Josie  A.  Upham  .... 
Lucy  .1.  Spencer  .... 

Sara  Creelraan 

*Clara  Dickie 

Marv  McLellan 

•George  C.  Hamilton 

Lalia  B.  Parker 

Augusta  L.  Palfrey . . 
Stephen  H.  Rogers . . 
♦Edith  C.  Spencer  . . 
Samuel  Lawrence. . . 
Marv  Mel).  Chisholra 
Charlotte  Mumford  '. 

Ada  M.  Tupper 

Hester  A.  Sproul .... 
Jessie  H.  McDonald  . 

Bertha  Rice 

^Cynthia  Dunn 

Ella  Dunlap 

Maggie  L.  Bentley  . . 
Mary  M.  Kirkpatrick 

Julia  Sayre 

Susie  Dickson 

Clara  M.  Harlow. . . . 
Beatrice  E.  Lynch . . . 

*Janie  Maxwell 

Elizabeth  R.  Gibbons 

Jane  B.  Peers 

Christina  Ross  Frame 

Lucy  F.  Logan 

♦Annie  E.  Scott 

Florence  M.  Evans 
Annie  Hamilton  . . 
*Mary  A.  Pigott  . . 
Jessie  R.  Olding  . . 
Jeanie  McDougall . 
♦Abbie  C.Gray... 

Cassie  Gray 

Annie  M.  Hislop . . 
Alloc  Tupper 


•  • 


Cumberland, 

Colchester, 

Pictou, 

Colchester, 

Yarmouth, 

Colche:'.ter, 

Colchester, 

Colchester, 

Colchester, 

Hants, 

Colchester, 

Hants, 

Annapolis, 

Pictou, 

Colchester, 

Hants, 

Guysborough, 

Hants, 

Colchester, 

Cumberland, 

Colchester, 

Digby, 

Digby, 

Colchester, 

Colchester, 

Cumberland, 

Cumberland, 


Queens, 

Hants, 

Pictou, 

Halifax, 

Colchester, 

Hants, 

Colchester, 

Hants, 

Kings, 

Colcnester, 

Colchester, 

Pictou. 

Colchester, 

Colchester, 

Colchester, 

Colchester, 

Colchester, 


C 
B 
C 
D 
D 

•   • 

c 

D 

•  • 

D 

C 

C 

D 

C 
C 

c 

D 
D 

•  • 

D 


C 
D 


D 
D 
D 


D 


D 
D 
D 


B 

•      • 

C 
D 
C 
C 


B 
C 
B 

•  t 

B 
C 
C 
D 
C 

c 
c 

.    . 

c 
c 

c 

D 
D 
C 
C 

*  . 

D 
D 
C 
C 

9       • 

c 
c 

a     . 

c 
c 

•     • 

D 

1) 


Good. 


II 
II 
II 
II 

II 


II 


II 


Fair. 
Good. 


II 
II 
II 

u 
II 


II 

Fair. 
Good. 


11 


Fair. 


II 


Good. 
Fair. 

Good. 
Fair. 


II 


II 
Good. 
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NORMAL  SCHOOL.— (Continued.) 


Name. 


•ggg) 

.H 

COUNTT. 

JM-l 

Normal  School 

•s'o 

Diploma. 

Pictou, 

•    • 

Pictou, 

• 

D 

Kings, 

D 

Fair. 

Shelburne, 

D 

•      • 

Halifax, 

D 

II 

Halifax, 

D 

C 

It 

Colchester, 

0 

II 

Colchester, 

c 

II 

Annapolis, 

•      • 

Good. 

Annapolis, 

•      • 

n 

Pictou, 

b 

c 

II 

Colchester, 

.. 

Colchester, 

c 

!• 

Colchester, 

D 

Fair, 

Colchester, 

D 

D 

II 

Colchester, 

•      • 

II 

Colchester, 

D 

II 

Colchester, 

•     • 

II 

Colchester, 

». . 

C 

II 

Colchester, 

D 

II 

Colchester, 

•      • 

II 

Colchester, 

•      • 

II 

Yarmouth, 

b 

D 

II 

Colchester, 

•  • 

Kings, 

D 

Good, 

Colchester, 

•     ■ 

Cumberland, 

D 

Fair. 

Colchester, 

C 

Good. 

Halifax, 

b 

C 

Cumberland, 

•    • 

•     • 

Fair. 

Shelburne, 

D 

•     • 

Superior. 

Colchester, 

D 

C- 

Yarmouth, 

C 

■      • 

Fair. 

Colchester, 

•      • 

c 

II 

*  Maggie  M.  Johnston 

Maggie  E.  Matheson 

Minnie  A.  Newcombe 

•Caroline  J.  Hamilton . .  . . 

Annie  Leedham  

Annie  M.  Chaplain    

Annie  Chaplain 

Maude  C.  Reid 

Irene  A.  Ritchie 

Alena  B.  Munro 

Christie  F.  Miller 

•Minnie  B.  McCurdy 

Annie  B.  Craig 

Maggie  B.  Mahon 

Laura  Kent 

Ida  May  Richardson 

Josephine  Archibald 

Annie  Creelman 

Annie  McDougall 

Ellen  Davis 

Mary  J.  Cuttle 

Lily  J.  Stevens 

Albert  A.  Potier 

•George  H.  Crowe 

Leslie  E^ton 

*Hedley  V.  Kent 

John  Sayre 

Everett  Crowe 

Wm.  M.Geddes 

Catherine  McLeod 

•Sarah  Robertson 

lillie  C.  Archibald 

•Emma  M.  Crosby 

Meleta  P.  McCoIIough  .... 
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REPORTS  OF  INSPECTORS  OF  SCHOOLS- 


DISTRICT  No.  1.— CITY  AND  COUNTY  OF  HALIFAX. 

HiNKLE  Condon,  Inspector. 

Sir. — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  upon  the  Pub- 
lic Schools  of  District  No.  1,  for  the  year  ended  October  31st,  1882. 

S€cti07i8,—Ai  the  meeting  of  the  Rural  Boards  in  June  last,  the 
Moose  River  Gold  Mines  District  was  formed  into  a  School  Section, 
Trustees  have  been  appointed,  and  a  school  will  be  opened  as  soon  as 
the  necessary  arrangements  are  completed.  This  will  make  a  total  of 
128  Sections ;  68  in  the  Western  District,  38  in  the  Eastern,  and  22 
in  the  Rural. 

Sections  without  School  in  the  Winter  Term, — Victoria,  Lower 
Ward,  Shad  Bay,  Brookside,  Harrietsfield,  Spryfield,  Goodwood,  Sam* 
bro,  Lucas,  Maroon  Hill,  Beaver  Bank  Station,  UofTs,  and  Middle  Lake 
Porter  in  the  Western  District, — (18).  Musquodoboit  Harbor,  Stevens 
Lakeville,  Clam  Harbor,  Mushaboon,  Sheet  Harbor  Road,  Beaver  Har« 
bor,  and  Sober  Island,  (7)  in  the  Eastern;  Dutch  Village,  Landeira 
Eew,  McEenzie,  and  Caribou,  (5)  in  the  Rural. 

Sections  without  School  in  the  Summer  Term, — Head  Harbor, 
Peggy's  Cove,  Sambro,  Goodwood,  Spryfield,  Beech  Hill,  Maroon  Hill, 
Windsor  Junction,  Porter  s  Lake,  and  Lower  East  Chezzetcook,  (10) 
in  the  Western ;  Pleasant  Point,  Lakeville,  Mushaboon,  Beaver  Har- 
bor and  Sober  Island  (5)  in  the  Eastern ;  lAndeU's  and  Caribou,  (2)  in 
the  Rural* 

Sections  having  no  School  during  the  year, — Spryfield,  Goodwood, 
Sambro,  Maroon  Hill,  Lakeville,  Mushaboon,  Beaver  Harbor,  Sober 
Island  and  Landell's,  (9). 

Although  school  has  been  kept  in  the  Terren's  Bay  Section  for  years, 
it  has  been  wholly  unconnected  with  our  school  system,  deriving  its 
support  from  other  sources.  The  African  Section,  which  was  for  ^ree 
years  maintained  in  the  same  way,  was  opened  in  May  last,  with  an 
excellent  teacher,  and  is  now  working  under  our  School  Law.  This 
notice  of  these  two  schools  will  explain  what  might  otherwise  appear 
a  discrepanoy  in  the  Statistical  Tables. 

School  AccommodatioTu — In  the  majority  of  our  Sections  the  accom* 
modation  is  pretty  well  up  to  the  requirements  of  the  law. 

Landell's  Section  has  provided  a  large  and  convenient  house. 
Dartmouth  has  also  met  the  need  of  in<»:eased  accommodaiion  by 
enlarging  at  an  expense  of  Sl,620.00« 
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Sambro,  after  wasting  years  of  valuable  time,  has  at  last  finished  the 
house  and  arranged  to  open  a  school  for  1883.  Oldham  has  reopened 
in  a  Hall  which  is  much  more  comfortable  than  the  old  house  destroyed 
by  fire,  during  the  Winter  Term. 

Furniture. — Here  also  real  improvement  has  been  made.  Several 
houses  have  been  fitted  with  new  desks,  although  I  regret  to  say,  they 
have  not  always  been  made  according  to  proper  models,  and  in  such 
cases  proper  grading  has  been  rendered  difficult.  A  mistake  in  the 
construction  and  placing  of  the  furniture  is  often  the  cause  of  much 
discomfort  in  the  working  of  the  school,  and  sometimes  cannot  be 
easily  rectified. 

Schools — During  the  Winter  Term  there  were  116  schools  in  opera- 
tion^  with  5,064  pupils,  and  a  grand  total  attendance  of  320,457  days. 

^uvimer  Term. — 124  schools,  5,312  pupils,  and  grand  total  of  32^,- 
367  days. 

The  following  tables  give  a  clear  view  of  the  matters  to  which 
they  refer : 

No.  of  SchoolB.  Pupils.  Grand  Total  Day* 

1882 240  10,376  648,814 

1881 234  10,261  646,524 

Increase 6  115  2,290 

Both  departments  of  the  Herring  Cove  School  were  closed  for  half 
of  the  summer  term,  on  account  of  the  prevalence  of  diphtheria, 
which  has  carried  off  upwards  of  fifty  children  in  this  section  within 
t)he  last  five  years. 

The  Graded  School  at  Waverly  was  also  closed  for  thirteen  days 
from  the  same  cause,  but  the  time  that  the  school  is  closed  by  medical 
authority  doe&  not  adequately  account  for  the  diminished  attendance, 
because  the  serious  apprehensions  of  contagion,  so  justly  entertained 
by  those  who  have  ever  been  exposed  to  the  ravages  of  diphtheria, 
affect  the  attendance  both  before  and  after  the  period  that  the  school 
is  actually  closed.  Halifax  County,  in  common  with  other  parts  of 
the  Province,  suffered  from  the  severe  and  frequent  storms,  and  the 
almost  impassable  roads  which  characterized  the  last  three  months  of 
the  winter  term. 

No.  of  Pupils  in  Attendcmce  during  the  year. 

1882 6,314 

1881 6,287 


Increase 27 

Teachers  a/nd  Orades. 

A  B  c  D         ToTAik 

Winter  Term 10  66  41  117 

Summer  Term 11  68  61  130^ 

ICales  for  Winter  Term 26  Females 9f 

"      "    Summer    "    ., 22  "         108 


CITY  AND  COUNTY  OF  HALIFAX.  11 


« 


c< 
II 


I  may  here  remark  that  of  the  eighty  candidates  who  were  exam- 
ined for  licenses  in  1882,  only  three  were  males :  1  for  Grade  B,  1  for 
C,  and  1  for  D. 

Average  Annual  Salary  of  Teachers  frcnn  Sections, 

Males — Grade  B $  322  00 

"      C 197  50 

D 158  25 

Females— Grade  B 224  00 

"       C 1G3  00 

"      D 112  25 

Of  course  this  includes  Dartmouth. 

All  of  this,  however,  houses,  furniture,  apparatus,  &c.,  are  but  the 
means  to  an  end,  viz:  the  training  and  education  of  the  children. 
Here,  as  the  world  over,  we  find  that  the  "  teacher  makes  the  school." 
As  an  example^  I  have  in  my  mind  a  section  where  a  young  lady  of 
Grade  C  taught.  Disorder  prevailed,  and  but  little  work  was  done, 
for  although  a  routine  of  drill  may  overlay  and  almost  extinguish 
intellectual  life,  still  no  marked  improvement  in  any  school  can  be 
attained  without  system  and  order.  On  my  first  visit  in  the  term,  I 
made  my  estimate  Fair ;  second  visit,  Bad,  The  average  attendance 
was  less  than  45%.  This  teacher  was  succeeded  by  one  who  had  taken 
high  standing  in  our  Normal  School.  The  aphorism  above  quoted 
justified  itself.  At  once  order  was  established,  an  interest  awakened, 
books,  &c.,  provided,  and  an  average  attendance  of  73^  secured. 

Reading, — This  very  important  branch  is  steadily  improving, 
because  more  attention  is  paid  to  articulation,  to  the  proper  enunci- 
ation of  the  elementary  sounds  of  the  language,  and  above  all,  because 
our  best  teachers  are  seizing  the  opportunities  which  it  oflTers  for  a 
careful  and  discriminating  drill  in  imparting  useful  information, 
testing  general  knowledge,  arousing  the  intellect,  and  developing  the 
moral  nature. 

Geography. — In  the  Statistical  Tabhvs  1900  are  reported  as  studying 
the  Geography  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  it  is  now  no  uncommon  thing  to 
find  in  our  County  Schools  children  who  can  draw  from  memory  a 
very  creditable  map  of  this  Province. 

ArithrrMic, — The  longer  Kirkland  and  Scott  s  and  Hambliu  s  Smith's 
Arithmetics  have  been  in  use  the  greater  the  progress  in  this  study 
which,  whether  we  consider  its  practical  utility,  or  the  fine  scope 
which  it  affords  for  mental  discipline,  must  always  take  high  rank  m 
our  Common  School  Course. 

In  these  three  branches  I  have  marked  the  most  decided  improve- 
ment. 

Looking  over  my  Notes  of  Inspection  for  the  month  of  June,  which, 
month  is  taken  at  random,  I  find  48  visits  made,  and  in  my  estimate  3- 
schools  are  marked  Superior,  33  Oood,  11  Fair,  and  1  Bad, 

I  have  endeavoured,  according  to  instructions,  to  take  into  accounts 
as  far  as  possible,  the  previous  condition  of  the  School,  together  witk 
the  circumstances  of  the  Section. 

It  is  scarcely  possible  to  exaggerate  the  evil  effects  of  irregular 
attendance  on  the  advancement  of  our  Schools,  and  it  becomes  a 
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matter  of  paramount  importance  to  determine  what  measure  will 
obviate  this  great  obstacle  to  educational  progress.  Two  potent 
factors  in  this  much-needed  reform,  seem,  in  my  judgment,  to  be  the 
Teacher  and  the  Tmistees ;  on  the  part  of  the  one,  we  have  a  right  to 
expect  thorough  devotion  to  his  work :  from  the  others  a  faithful  per- 
formance of  t-he  duties  of  Trustees  as  defined  by  law. 

As  we  see  both  parents  and  children  become  indifferent  where  the 
discipline  is  bad  and  instruction  worthless,  so,  on  the  contrary,  a  good 
cheerful  school  receiving  due  attention  from  the  Trustees  and  the  com- 
munity in  general;  not  only  at  the  clossing  exercises,  but  throughout 
the  term,  has  an  attractive  character  ;  the  children  feel  that  the  eye  of 
the  public  is  upon  them,  and  pride  in  their  school  is  an  incentive  to 
diligence  and  good  behavior.  But,  unfortunately,  many  cases  cannot 
be  reached  in  this  way,  and  unless  we  wish  to  see  ignorance  perpetu- 
ated, the  stringent  application  of  a  compulsory  law  becomes  a  necessity. 

I  forwarded,  in  due  time  to  all  the  sections,  "  The  Act  to  secure 
better  attendance  at  Public  Schools." 

Upon  careful  examination  of  the  Minutes  of  Annual  Meetings, 
together  with  such  information  as  I  have  since  obtained,  I  find  the 
vote  stands  as  follows : — 

Approved  unanimously 25  Sections. 

••         by  a  majority 18         •» 

Rejected  unanimously 16         " 

"         by  a  majority 7         •• 

In  other  Sections  it  does  not  appear  to  have  been  submitted. 

Educational  Association. 

The  City  Schools  were  represented  by  12  teachers  at  the  Associa- 
tion in  1882,  and  the  County  Schools  by  46, — but  as  8  of  the  latter 
were  not  in  actual  service  at  the  time  they  did  not  enroll  themselves 
aa  members. 

City  Schools. 

« 

In  visiting  these  schools  I  have  been  pleasantly  struck  with  the 
good  effect  which  the  establishment  of  the  High  School  has  already 
produced  and,  as  time  goes  on,  its  stimulating  influence  will  be  still 
more  felt  and  appreciated,  as  the  attainment  of  Honor  Scholarships 
affords  a  definite  object  for  some  of  our  best  schools  to  aim  at. 

We  meet  in  our  City  Schools,  especially  in  the  primary  and 
elementary  departments,  teachers  who  have  had  the  benefit  of  Normal 
School  training ;  for  although,  by  reason  of  special  natural  aptitude,  or 
•many  years'  experience,  some  teachers  who  have  never  received  a 
strictly  professional  training  may  excel,  it  remains  an  indisputable 
fact  that  the  young  teacher,  who  has  received  careful  drill  in  a 
training  school,  enters  upon  his  work  with  far  greater  chances  of 
•success.  If  a  short  course  in  the  Prvaciplea  and  Art  of  Teaching 
could  be  arranged  at  the  Normal  School  for  the  benefit  of  those  who 
already  hold  licenses,  I  am  convinced  that  many  would  gladly  avail 
themselves  of  the  privilege. 
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Drawing. 

The  arrangement  by  which  the  teachers  of  Halifax  and  Dartmonth 
are  enabled  to  receive  systematic  instruction  from  the  teacher  of  this 
branch  in  the  Normal  School,  gives  us  reason  to  hope  that  before 
long  Drawing  will  be  as  successfully  studied  in  our  City  and  Dai^ 
mouth  Schools  as  Reading,  Writing  and  Arithmetic.  Its  value  as  a 
mode  of  expression  iH  unbounded,  and  its  influence  in  the  direction  of 
care,  accuracy  and  neatness,  cannot  be  rated  too  highly.  Already 
teachers  nere  and  there  all  over  the  county,  who  have  attended  the 
Normal  School  of  late,  are  introducing  it  into  their  Schools. 

The  able  Lectures  of  that  enthusiastic  Art  Master,  Walter  Smith, 
before  the  Association,  in  Truro,  in  July  last,  has  given  an  impetus  in 
the  right  direction,  which,  if  diligently  acted  upoi^,  will  produce  a 
marked  change  for  the  better,  especially  when  the  value  of  Drawing 
as  an  auxiliary'  to  other  studies  is  rightly  estimated. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  CONDON. 
To  David  Allison,  Ll.  D., 

Su/pertTdendent  of  EductUion. 


DISTRICT  No.   2— LUNENBURG  AND   QUEENS. 
Thomas  R.  Pattillo,  A.   M.,  Inspector. 

Sm, — In  compliance  with  the  law  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  for 
your  consideration  the  following  report  of  the  schools  and  school  work, 
in  District  No.  2,  for  the  year  ending  Oct.  31, 1882  : — 

From  a  comparison  of  the  Returns  of  the  past  two  years  in  respect 
to  the  number  of  schools  in  operation,  pupils  enrolled,  and  attendance, 
I  find  in  the  Winter  Term  of  1882  in  Lunenburg  County  an  increase 
of  eight  (8)  schools  and  one  hundred  and  forty  three  (143)  pupils — 
with  a  decreased  uttendance  of  five  thousand  two  hundred  (5,200) 
days,  and  in  Queens  an  increase  of  nine  (9)  schools  and  one  hundred 
and  forty  iive  (145)  pupils,  with  a  decreased  attendance  also  of  four 
thousand  two  hundred  and  four  (4204)  days. 

In  the  Summer  Term  of  1882  there  was  an  increase  in  Lunenburg 
County  of  twelve  (12)  schools,  three  hundred  and  sixty-nine  (3G9) 
pupils,  thirty-six  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen  (36,816)  days, 
ana  in  Queens  of  three  (3)  schools,  forty-five  (45)  pupils,  and  six 
thousand  one  hundred  and  seventy-seven  (6177)  days.  The  unusually 
boisterous  weather  of  the  past  winter,  with  the  prevalence  of  measles^ 
whooping  cough  and  diphtheria  in  the  District^  affects  the  grand 
totals. 

Twenty  (20)  Sections  in  Lunenburg  and  one  (1)  in  Queens  had  no 
school  during  the  year.  Of  the  former  only  three  (3)  had  suitable 
buildings.  Six  (6)  others,  Pleasantville,  Lower  Cornwall  Grant 
Farmerville,  Cherry  Hill,  and  Harriston  had  new  houses  under 
contract;  which  have  been  finished  recently,  and  are  now  occupied. 
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while  eight  (8)  more,  Sandy  Beaches,  MillCove,  Cronser.Ryno,  Nineveh, 
Lower  Woodstock,  Little  Tancook  and  Deep  Cove,  made  provision  at 
the  last  Annual  meeting  to  build  next  Summer. 

Improvements. — In  addition  to  the  new  houses  mentioned  theoM  ones 
in  New  Canada  and  Feltzer  South,  Lunenburg  County,  were  enlarged, 
repaired  thoroughly  and  made  very  convenient.  Those  in  Port  Lebear, 
Catherine's  River,  S.  W.  Port  Matoon,  Port  Matoon  Island,  Gull  Island 
and  Devonshire  (Queens)  with  Lewiston  and  Camperdown,  (Lunen- 
burgh),  were  plastered  and  made  comfortable  for  Winter  school. 

Indian  Point,  Rosedale  and  Riverdale,  have  decided  to  replace  their 
condemned  buildings  with  new  ones  next  Summer. 

Bridgewater  voted  suflScient  money  at  the  last  annual  meeting  to 
erect  a  school-house  in  the  south  end  of  the  town  for  the  accommod- 
ation of  the  small  children  in  that  part  of  the  section.  A  number  of 
out-buildings  have  been  supplied.  Several  school-houses  were  painted 
and  a  large  number  whitewashed,  which  added  greately  to  their  neat- 
ness and  attractiveness,  as  well  as  rendered  them  healthier  resorts  for 
the  children. 

Schools.— The  Academies  continue  under  the  supervision  of  Messrs. 
Owen  and  Smith,  gentlemen  of  large  experience,  who  take  a  lively 
interest  in  all  that  concerns  their  respective  institutions.  The  quality  of 
the  work  done  in  the  High  School  departments,  as  well  as  that  in  many 
of  the  intermediate,  will  compare  very  favorably  with  that  in  similar 
institutions.  The  exercises  in  Classics  and  Mathematics,  witnessed 
during  my  oflScial  visits,  were  ver3i  creditable.  The  only  drawback  I 
saw  to  splendid  success  under  these  gentlemen  was  the  want  of  pupils 
to  fill  the  classes  in  the  higher  branches.  Could  the  best  students 
from  the  advanced  departments  of  the  different  graded  schools  in  each 
countv  be  concentrated  in  the  Academic  Class  rooms,  there  would  be 
sufficient  material  for  more  satisfactory  results  to  both  teachers  and 
tauofht.  Mr.  Owen  prepared  a  pupil  for  matriculation  at  Kings 
College,  but  just  as  the  work  was  accomplished,  as  far  as  he  was  con- 
cerned, the  young  gentleman  abandoned  his  books  for  mercantile 
pursuits,  a  very  unsatisfactory  recompense  to  his  teacher  for  his 
patience  and  painstaking.  Mr.  Smith  was  more  fortunate  with  the 
young  man  prepared,  under  his  direction,  for  matriculation  at  Dalhousie, 
who  not  only  presented  himself  foi  examination,  but  also  secured  a 
Bursary.  Both  teachers  have  pupils  studying  for  examinations. 
Classes  from  both  these  institutions  went  up  for  Teachers'  Licenses  in 
July,  and  were  fairly  successful.  In  some  of  the  departments  in  the 
Liverpool  Academy,  Object  Lessons  were  introduced  and  very  success- 
fully taught.  This  new  feature  in  the  exercises  I  trust  will  be  generally 
adopted  when  the  course  of  study  is  introduced.  A  rather  remarkable 
coincidence  occurred  in  connection  with  the  enrolment  and  attendance 
at  these  institutions  last  term.  There  ^vere  392  pupils  enrolled  in  each, 
269.11  attended  the  Lunenburg  school  each  day.  299.81  the  Liverpool 
schools.  68.15  per  cent,  in  the  former  ;  6S.83  per  cent,  in  the  latter. 
Lunenburg  needs  largely  increased  accommodation  for  the  pupils  of 
the  Primary  Departments,  the  rooms  of  which  were  crowded  to  excess,  and 
many  children  of  school  age  in  the  section  shutout.  At  two  meetings 
the  question  of  erecting  a  school  house  in  Newtown  was  discussed  and 
some  preliminary  action  taken  ;  but  nothing  very  definite  done.     To 
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crowd  these  schools  a^in  as  they  were  last  term  without  an  extra 
effort  at  more  accommodation  will  be  an  outrage  on  parents,  teachers 
and  children.* 

Mr.  W.  W.  Parker,  took  charge  of  the  Bridgewater  schools  in  May 
last.  Under  his  supervij»ion  they  are  working  excellently  and  giving 
general  satisfaction. 

Mahone  Bay  schools  have  been  quite  satisfactorily  taught  this  year« 
The  pupils  that  attended  the  July  examination  from  the  advanced 
deparCment  succeeded  admirably  ;  Miss  M.  Jodry  obtaining  the  second 
place  on  the  list  of  successful  C  candidates,  and  Mi^  M.  Veinot  the 
head  of  the  list  for  successful  D  cAndidates  in  the  Province ;  two 
others  secured  good  averages  on  D. 

Chester's  advanced  department  was  very  efficiently  taught  by  Mr. 
G.  E.  Marshall,  who,  I  regret  to  report,  has  left  the  profession. 
His  place  is  supplied  by  Mr.  Charles  Williams,  a  very  worthy  young 
teacher, oneof  Mr.  M/s  former  pupils.  The  section  has  acted  very  wisely 
in  finishing  and  seating  an  unoccupied  room  in  the  schoolhouse  and 
opening  a  third  school  in  it.  This  will  relieve  the  overcrowded  pri- 
mary room,  and  be  of  great  advantage  to  all  the  departments. 

Port  Medway  was  forced  to  part  with  the  services  of  Mr,  N.  F.  Baker 
at  the  close  of  the  winter  term.  This  gentleman  was  an  efficient 
teacher,  and  managed  that  institution  very  successfully  for  a  number 
of  years.  He  left  the  profession  for  mercantile  pursuits,  and  his 
position  was  assigned  to  Misf?  Sophia  Martell,  a  grade  B,  with  profes- 
sional training.  From  this  young  lady's  labors  we  expect  good 
resuli;S. 

Mill  Village,  after  enjoying  the  excellent  instruction  of  C.  D.  Mark, 
Esq.,  for  a  number  of  years,  was  obliged  to  part  with  him  this  autur^m. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  his  absence  from  the  school  will  be  only  temporary. 
After  considerable  delay  Miss  Mary  Browne,  grade  C,  was  engaged  to 
succeed  him. 

Milton  was  forced  to  make  changes  in  its  teaching  staff  this  autumn 
also.  James  B.  Knowles,  A.  B.,  has  charge  of  the  first  depart- 
ment, and  Miss  Clara  Freeman  the  intermediate.  The  former,  a  young 
teacher  of  much  promise,  resigned  his  position  to  continue  his  studies  ; 
the  latter,  an  experienced  and  excellent  instructress,  severed  her  con- 
nection with  the  institution  in  which  she  has  labored  most  successful- 
ly for  some  years,  to  teach  abroad.  The  management  has  passed  under 
the  control  of  Mr.  Burgess  McMahon,  whose  success  in  other  counties 
leads  us  to  hope  for  similar  good  results  there. 

Brooklyn^  the  last  and  smallest  of  the  graded  schools,  made  changes 
likewise. 

Not  less  extensive  were  the  changes  in  the  miscellaneous  schools, 
whereby,  in  addition  to  those  named,  upwards  of  thiii,y  others  left  the 
teaching  staff — the  most  of  them  permanently — and  amongst  them 
some  excellent  teachers.  Their  places  were  filled  in  part  by  teachers 
from  other  counties,  the  majority  of  them  without  experience.  The 
demand  at  the  commencement  of  each  term  was  so  much    beyond  the 

•'n  such  a  case  as  this  it  i«  the  plain  duty  of  the  Inspector  to  report  the  defective 
Aocomm'^datioii  to  the  Board  of  CoruinlBsioners,  as  a  ground  on  which  the  huildings  sfutuld 
bt'CondemnuL  D.  A« 
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supply  that  after  every  available  ,licen8ed  teacher  in  the  district  was 
employed,  and  all  that  could  be  obtained  from  other  localities  had 
been  secured,  a  number  of  the  poor  and  scattered  sections  were  still 
destitute.  To  remedy  this  want  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  recommend  cer- 
tain individuals,  with  whose  qualifications  I  was  conversant,  for 
Local  Permissives.  I  disapprove  of  the  principle  where  it  can  be 
avoided,  but  when  the  question  arises  of  " a  school  or  no  school**  the 
doubt  I  think  should  be  in  favor  of  the  Section. 

The  teachers,  as  a  body,  labored  faithfully,  with  varied  success,  in 
proportion  to  their  application,  attainment,  and  abilities.  In  a  few 
instances,  it  became  my  unpleasant  duty  to  reprove  carelessnes  and  in- 
difference. Two  such  persons  deemed  it  wise  to  quit  the  profession 
for  employment  more  congenial.  In  a  fair  percentage  of  the  schools 
marked  progress  was  visible,  which  was  not  confined  to  the  schools  pos- 
sessing the  greatest  advantages,  and  presumably  the  best  teachers,  but 
characterized  several  of  the  outlying  sections  also,  where  scarcely  any 
pretension  was  made  to  excellence.  In  a  much  larger  percentage,  the 
exercises  were  little  more  than  routine,  with  but  slight  attempts  at 
variety  of  originality,  which  may  be  accounted  for,  very  largely,  through 
want  of  preparation  for  school-work  outside  of  the  school-room.  There 
are  too  many  yet  who  think  that  the  teacher's  work  ceases  with  the  clos- 
ing of  the  school-house  door,  as  does  the  laborer's  when  he  puts  down  his 
{)ick ;  consequently,  they  meet  their  classes  with  less  knowledge  of  the 
esson,  than  those  to  whom  they  assigned  them.  The  most  of  the 
young  teachers  started  well ;  where  I  could  do  so  conveniently,  I 
called  early  in  the  term  to  advise  and  assist  in  starting  their  classes, 
and  organising  the  school.     When  later,  I  made  official  visits,  I  was 

f leased  to  find  they  were  progressing  very  favorably.  The  "  Local 
'ermissive"  teachers  have,  with  only  two  exceptions,  given  satisfaction ; 
in  fact,  some  of  them  far  outstripped  in  quality  and  quantity  the 
work  of  many  of  those  duly  licensed. 

Salaries. — Under  this  head  the  rapidly  decreasing  supply  of  teach- 
ers can  be  readily  accounted  for.  When  the  trustees  and  parents  be- 
come unwilling  to  allow  them  half  as  much  remuneration  for  training 
thirty  or  forty  children,  week  after  week,  and  month  aft«^r  month,  as 
they  do  ordinary  laborers  on  the  wharf  or  farm,  or  the  domestic  in  the 
kitchen,  they  need  not  be  surprised  to  find  their  school-houses  closed, 
and  the  teachers  more  profitably  employed.  A  large  proportion  of 
those  employed  in  this  District  the  fast  year,  notably  those  in  the 
largest  sections,  would  not  have  had  sufficient  from  the  sectional  pay  to 
liquidate  their  board  bills,  if  charged  the  usual  rates.  One  case  came 
under  my  notice,  in  which  a  teacher  s  salary  was  several  dollars  less 
than  the  amount  of  the  County  money  paid  the  Section.  Many  of 
those  most  interested  in  this  question  of  salaries  are  largely  to  be  cen- 
sured for  the  condition  of  things  mentioned  above,  as  through  their 
desire  to  obtain  schools  near  home,  they  submit  to  any  sum  named, 
and  thereby  form  a  criterion  for  those  outside  who  are  not  so  favored. 
To  the  credit  of  a  few  sections  in  the  County  of  Lunenburg  it  can  be 
said  that  they  pay  very  fair  salaries.  The  Register  and  Returns,  par- 
ticularly the  past  term,  were,  with  scarcely  any  exceptions,  models  *of 
neatness  and  correctness.  Their  condition  was  also  much  in  advance  of 
three  years  ago  ;  and  I  feel  the  teachers  should  be  commended  for  the 
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grcit  improvement  in  apparatus,  maps,  &c  The  apparatus  required 
in  connection  vvith  the  ''Object  Lesson.  "  in  the  Course  of  Study,  has 
been  purchased  by  some  of  the  Sections,  maps  by  others,  while  six 
sections,  three  in  each  county,  have  solicited  me  to  obtain  the  most  ap- 
proved map  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada  for  their  schools.  In  many  direc- 
tions through  the  district,  I  notice  a  growing  interest  among  the  peo- 
ple in  our  educational  work,  that  is  very  encouraging. 

Furniture. — Mill  Village  supplied  the  Charleston  school-house  with 
patent  desks  and  seats,  home  manufacture,  quite  equal  in  material 
and  finish  to  any  I  have  seen  imported,  while  three  other  sections 
furnished  very  neat  and  convenient  wooden  ones. 

As  instructed  by  you  I  forwarded  through  the  mail  to  every  section 
in  the  district  copies  of  the  "Act  for  better  attendance  at  School." 
The  object  for  which  they  were  distributed  appears  not  to  have  been 
generally  understood,  as  the  subject  was  brought  up  at  only  forty-six 
meetings,  in  twenty-four  of  which  the  principle  of  the  bill  was 
approved.  I  have  conversed  with  leading  men  in  different  sections 
since  the  meiting,  amongst  them  those  that  opposed  it, and  discovered 
that  very  few  had  a  correct  idea  of  what  was  set  forth  in  the  Act. 
I  am  convinced  that  were  the  ages  changed  to  7  and  12,  instead  of 
14  years  as  at  present,  and  the  features  of  the  bill  explained  to  the 
people,  a  verj'  large  majority  would  approve  of  it. 

The  Course  of  Study,  in  my  opinion,  will  very  soon  work  into 
general  favor  with  the  teachers  in  this  District,  be  an  excellent 
director  of  school  work,  a  constant  prompter  of  the  labor  to  be  done, 
as  well  as  the  order  in  which  it  shall  proceed ;  besides  rendering  the 
exercises  of  the  school-room  more  independent  of  the  opinions  and 
decisions  of  those  not  qualified  to  judge  what  should  be  taught.  It 
will  form  a  uniform  basis  for  inspectoral  work,  enable  us  more  cor- 
rectly to  estimate  the  progress,  and  mere  fairly  to  compare  the 
instruction  in  the  different  schools.  The  "  Lessons  in  Drawing,"  and 
"  Object  Lessons  on  Nature,"  many  of  the  teachers  will  attempt  to 
master  at  once,  and  I  believe  very  successfully.  Their  interest  in  the 
matter  is  manifested  by  ordering  the  Manuals  at  their  own  expense. 
In  a  few  instances,  to  vary  the  routine  work,  I  have  given  a  short 
lesson  in  Drawing  to  the  pupils,  whose  great  interest  in  the  exercises 
surprised  me,  as  well  as  the  excellent  attempt  at  copying  the  slates 
exhibited. 

So  far  as  I  could  discover,  the  teachers  in  this  district  that  had  the 
advantage  of  instruction  at  the  Normal  School  in  Industrial  Drawing 
made  no  attempt  to  practice  it  in  their  schools.*  When  those  that 
have  enjoyed  such  advantages  are  so  indifferent  to  its  intro- 
duction, it  becomes  much  more  difficult  to  awaken  an  interest  in  those 
that  have  not  been  fo  privileged. 

I  have  endeavored  to  obtain  the  co-operation  of  teachers  and  trus- 
tees of  farming  sections  in  the  matter  of  introducing  the  study  of 
Agricultural  Chemistry  into  their  schools  and  am  encouraged  to  hope  it 
will  be  accomplished  tnis  winter,  in  a  few  instances.  The  use  of  the 
Text  Book  (a  cheap  one)  as  a  Reader,  in  such  schools,  would  bring 


*It  would  be  aniair  to  judge  other  graduates  of  the  Normal  School  by  those  whose  cause 
gires  occasion  for  the  astonisbiDg  statement.  D.  A. 
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before  the  sons  of  the  farmers  a  fund  of  such  practical  information  as 
would  be  of  incalculable  benefit  to  them  in  their  calling,  while  the 
spelling  lessons  would  embrace  such  words  as  they  would  require  con- 
stantly to  use. 

During  the  year  I  held  meetings  in  nine  (9)  sections,  assisting  to 
arrange  financial  and  other  sectional  difficulties,  organizing  new  sec- 
tions, and  directing  people  generally  in  school  matters — in  all  of  which 
the  desired  object  was  accomplished. 

The  weather  and  roads  last  winter  and  spring  were  so  bad,  and  the 
latter  often  unsafe  for  myself  and  horse,  I  was  prevented  reaching  a 
few  of  the  schools.  During  the  summer  term  I  visited  every  section 
in  which  there  was  school  in  operation,  but  did  not  always  find  them 
in  session.  In  three  instances,  the  schools  were  closed  on  account  of 
sickness  among  the  children,  and  in  two  others  through  absence  of 
teachers,  which  was  satisfactorily  explained.  Besides  official  visits,  I 
made  upwards  of  thirty  others.  It  has  been  my  aim  in  these,  to  assist 
the  teachers  by  faithfully  pointing  out  defects  noted  in  exercises,  dis- 
cipline, or  method,  by  exewiplifying  new  modes  of  solving  questions, 
i^pplying  rules  or  principles,  and  by  advising  with  these  on  general 
school- work, — commending  wherever  I  could,  and  condemning  when- 
ever forced. 

From  an  estimate  of  the  work  done  in  the  schools  the  past  year,  the 
eflTorts  made  by  the  people  for  increased  and  improved  accommodation, 
the  interest  manifested  for  organization  by  hitherto  indiflPerent  sec- 
tions, the  number  of  school-houses  erected  and  being  built,  I  am 
satisfied  No.  2  District  is  advancing  educationally,  and  that  at  no 
mean  pace. 

My  "Inspectoral  Notes"  and  Statistical  Tables  will  supply  the 
information  bearing  on  Special  Sections,  to  whicli  I  ask  reference. 

In  closing  I  desire  to  thank  you  for  the  prompt  and  corteous  atten- 
tion  given  my  communications,  the  teachers  for  their  kind  reception 
and  hearty  co-operation  whenever  our  work  blended,  and  the  many 
friends  in  both  counties,  who  so  generously  opened  their  homes 
for  my  comfort  and  accommodation. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

T.  R  PATTILLO. 


To  David  Allison,  Esq.,  Ll.  D., 

SUfpervntendent  of  Education. 


DISTRICT  No.  3.— SHELBURNE  AND  YARMOUTH. 

A.  C.  A.  DoANE,  Inspector. 

Sir, — I  beff  respectfully  to  submit  the  following  abstract  of  the 
condition  of  the  Schools  in  District  No.  3  during  the  past  year  : — 

It  is  not  claimed  that  any  very  material  changes  have  been  effected, 
but  it  is  believed  that  tolerable  progress  has  been  made,  and  in  some 
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instances  the  work  has  surpassed  that  of  former  years.  More  of  the 
schools  have  been  graded  and  this  division  of  labor  has  facilitated  and 
improved  class  exercises.  Pupils  were  better  grounded  in  fi  rst  prin- 
ciples than  they  usually  are  in  crowded  miscellaneous  schools,  and  the 
exhibit,  at  the  half-yearly  examinations,  of  what  had  been  accomplish- 
ed, was  in  general  satisfactory. 

For  convenient  reference  and  for  comparison  with  last  year,  the 
following  statistics  have  been  tabulated,  and  are  designed  to  shew 
much  that  is  useful  in  connection  with  the  educational  aspect  of  this 
District : — 

No.  of  Sections ....••• 134 

Winttr.    hammer.    Year. 

No.  without  Schools 23  22  10 

"         ^  «       1881 26  26  10 

Decrease , , 3  4  0 

No.  Schools  in  Session ....,...., 147        149 

"       1881 141        145 


Increase 


Winter.  Snmmer. 

No.  Pupils  Registered 6908  6558 

1881 7079  6475 


Decrease 81     Increase. .       88 

No.  (MlSerent  Pupils  during  the  year 8673 

.^  M  44  *     1881 .8437 


Increase —  .^««..., 236 

Winter.       Summer. 

No.  Teachers  and  Assistants . . , 154  155 

1881 147  149 


Increase » 7  6 

Grand  total  days'  attendance 461 622  412573 

1881 461640  403545 


Decrease 18    Increase. . .     9028 

Proportion  of  P-o^ulation  at  School 1  in  5.3  1  in  5.5 

For  the  year 1  in  4.3 

Average  No.  of  Days  all  Schools  were  in  Session 109,6     100.9 

••      1881...  107.6      98.9 


JLncK^ease  «•••..••«*.'•••••.•.•••••••••«•••*•■     ^ 
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No.  of  Pupils  daily  present  on  an  average  for 

the  time  in  session 4276  4212 

»       1881 4409  4140 


Decrease 133     Increase.  .  .    72 

Percentage  of  Attendance 59.9  63.6 

1881 61.6  63.9 


Decrease% 1.7  .3 

No.  Children  between  5  and  15  years  of  age  not  at 

School .' 1447  1329 

••     1881 1827  1625 


Decrease 380        296 

No.  AND  Grades  of  Teachers. 

Winter.  Summer. 

A.  B.  C.  D.  Total.  A.     B.  C.     D.  Total- 
Males 3  22  14  6      45  3       14  6      3  26 

Females 6  47  50  103  6  55    65  126 

Assistants 1       5       6  12  3 

No.  of  Teachers  in  same  Section  as  previous  term 58         87 

No.  removed  to  new  Section 42         28 

No.  of  new  Teachers 48        37 

Average  Amount  of   Salary   of  Teachers,  including  Govern- 
ment Grant. 

Males.  Females. 

A.  4;  B.    C.   D.      B.    C.   D. 

Yarmouth  Co $498    $301  $303    $341  $273  $187 

Shelburne  Co 344     335   220     280   239  176 

Tarmoittli.        Shelbnne, 

Amount  voted  for  School  purposes  at  last  Annual 

Meeting $17349         $7398 

For  Building  and  Repairs 1562  1819 

The  proportion  of  population  at  school  differs  considerably  from 
last  year  owing  to  the  use  of  the  new  census  in  estimating.  If  the 
M  were  used  the  proportion  would  not  be  much  altered. 

School  Houses, — One  has  been  built  at  Clyde  River.  It  contains 
two  apartments  on  the  ground  floor,  each  about  26  x  28  feet ;  two 
lobbies  ^t  the  ends  of  the  building  for  each  school  room  ;  patent  desks 
wits  folding  seats,  and  other  improved  appliances.  It  is  pleasantly 
and  healthily  situated,  and  the  surroundings  have  been  made  attractive 
for  the  pupils  at    their    open-air  diversions.      A  similar  building 
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has  been  commen(;ed  at  Upper  Wood's  Harbour,  to  be  ready  for  use 
next  terra-  The  ratepayers  of  Lower  Sand  Point  have  also  begun  to 
build  and  intend  to  tinish  in  the  spring.  At  Upper  Eel  Brook  a  plot 
of  srround  has  been  selected,  and  a  house  with  two  apartments  will  be 
built  forthwith.  At  Pubnico  Head  the  Trustees  were  authorized  at 
the  last  annual  meeting  to  enlarge  the  school-house  so  as  to  make 
ample  accommodation  for  all  the  pupils  of  the  section.  Some  repairs 
have  lieen  effected  in  other  localities,  so  that  the  , genera  loondition  of 
the  larger  portion  of  the  houses  is  as  good  as  might,  under  the  circum- 
stance^:, be  expected. 

Apparatus. — The  supply  is  still  inadequate,  especially  for  the  suc- 
cessful carrying  out  of  tne  prescribed  "course  of  study."  Illustrative 
objects,  drawings  and  diagrams  are  largely  wanting,  blackboards  are 
often  very  faulty,  and  of  globes,  maps  and  dictionaries  there  is  yet  a 
deficiency. 

Educational  Progress — Of  this  it  is  diflScult  to  particularize. 
Our  academies  and  higher  class  common  schools  have  well  sustained 
their  former  creditable  standing-  The  efficient  instruction  given  in 
Shelburne  Academy  was  evinced  at  the  late  teachers'  examination. 
Ten  of  the  students  were  candidates  for  licenses,  and  each  obtained  the 
grade  sought  for.  Tlie  schools  in  the  town  of  Yarmouth  have  been  graded 
in  accordance  with  the  authorized  course  of  study,  or  nearly  so,  and  the 
results  have  demonstrated  its  practicability.  The  oral  lessons  given 
by  some  of  the  teachers  were  aptly  arranged,  illustrative,  and  apparent- 
ly well  adapted  to  the  comprehension  of  the  pupils. 

Even  in  the  elementary  departments  the  children  manifested  an 
additional  interest  in  the  subjects,  and  listened  most  attentively  to  what 
was  imparted.  The  study  of  English  Literature  formed  a  marked 
feature  in  the  advanced  departments  of  the  Central  School  The  class 
exercises  displayed  an  acquaintance  with  the  works  of  some  of  our  best 
authors,  both  in  prose  and  poetry,  and  the  discriminating  manner  in 
which  the  pupils  pointed  o'lt  the  distinctive  style,  the  special  excel- 
lences and  the  varied  peculiarities  of  each,  evidenced  the  superior 
training  they  had  received,  and  the  practical  utility  of  such  acquisi- 
tions. It  were  well  if  the  example  set  by  the  intelligent  principal  of 
this  school  were  more  generally  followed,  and  a  taste  for  refined 
literature  more  widelv  cultivated. 

The  school  at  Milton  co-ordinate  in  departments  with  the  Central, 
is  well  conducted,  and  the  class  work  is  effective,  being  presided  over 
by  a  gentleman  who  aims  at  and  secures  thoroughness  from  the 
elementary  to  the  most  advanced  branches  taught. 

The  teachers  in  the  Lower  Town  school  are  energetic  in  the  perfor- 
mance of  their  duties,  and  improvement  is  evident.  The  primary 
department  has  too  many  pupils,  the  room  is  crowded,  and  the  duties 
imposed  on  the  teachers  arc  too  onerous. 

The    other    n^ra^ted    schools    throu^diout     the    District    have    been 

•7?  ~ 

commendably  managed,  some  of  the  teachers  possessing  superior 
qualifications  for  the  profession.  In  most  instances  the  progress 
of  the  pupils  is  more  rapid  than  in  any  of  the  miscellaneous 
^hools.  The  advantages  of  graded  schools  are  too  apparent 
bo    require    argument,    and    trustees    would    do    well    to     consider 
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sectional  needs,  divide  the  work  where  there  are  too  many   pupils,, 
and  thus  strive  to  promote  systematic  and  thorough  teaching. 

The  Course  of  Study  will,  it  is  presumed,  be  generally  followed  as 
soon  as  teachers  become  acquainted  with  its  requirements,  and  trustees 
supply  suitable  and  sufficient  material  as  aids  to  assigned  exercises. 
A  better  acquaintance  on  the  part  of  many  teachers  with  the  several 
br  ancbes  of  natural  science  will  be  essential,  and  it  is  hoped  they  will 
be  incited  to  qualify  themselves  by  study  to  give  proper  instruction 
in  the  lessons  designed  for  their  guidance. 

The  publishing  of  the  School  Law  in  the  Journal  of  April  last 
proved  exceedingly  opportune  and  serviceable.  The  manuals  had 
become  scarce,  the  alterations  and  amendments  were  known  onlv  to  a 
few,  and  enquiries  relative  to  sections  of  the  Act  were  frequent  and 
too  numerous  to  be  replied  to.  The  need  was  evident,  and  trustees 
and  others  have  been  benefitted.  It  is  desirable  when  the  revision  of 
the  Act  is  completed  that  copies  should  be  left  in  the  bookstores  for 
sale,  so  that  all  who  wish  may  have  access  to  them  by  purchase.  This 
would  enable  ratepayers  to  become  acquainted  with  the  requirements 
of  the  Law,  and  lead  to  more  harmonious  and  satisfactory  conducting 
of  annual  meetings. 

As  trustees  of  Poor  Sections  sometimes  find  it  more  difficult  to 
obtain  a  teacher  of  grade  D  than  one  of  a  higher  grade,  particularly 
if  a  male  teacher  is  wanted^  it  would  be  more  consonant  with  the 
wishes-  of  these  pecple  if  the  clause  in  the  Act  referring  to  poor 
sections  were  amer.ded  so  as  to  permit  trustees  to  draw  the  additional 
one-thi  d  of  county  money  and  allow  teachers  of  higher  grades  to 
receive  only  the  Government  Grant  to  which  their  license  entitle  them. 
By  this  arrangement  the  children  in  poor  sections  could  enjoy  equal 
educational  advantages  with  those  in  other  sections,  and  teachers  of 
higher  grades  would  not  be  losers. 

Copies  of  the  Act  to  secure  better  attendance  at  public  schools  were 
sent  to  the  Secretaries  of  the  different  sections.  It  does  not  appear  to 
have  been  carefully  considered  or  well  understood,  as  in  the  larger 
portion  of  the  sections  no  expression  of  opinion  was  recordec.  on  the 
minutes.  Of  the  remainder  the  vote  in  thirty-one  sections  was 
favorable  to  the  Act  and  nine  adverse  to  it.  From  the  ratio  of  the 
votes  given  it  may  be  inferred  that  if  the  measure  had  been  discuased 
and  tested  at  all  the  meetings  of  rate-payers  it  would  have  received  a 
large  support. 

The  fact  of  so  large  a  numler  of  children  being  still  absent  from 
our  schools  is  evidence  of  the  need  of  some  enactment  to  arouse 
neglectful  parents  from  their  indiflerence  and  compel  th«m  to  secure 
for  their  offspring  at  least  some  portion  of  the  instruction  sa  readily 
attainable  at  our  public  schools. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A  C.  A.  DOANR 
To  David  Allison,  Esq.,  Ll.  D., 

Superintendent  of  Educationx. 
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DISTRICT  No.  4.— DIGBY  AND  ANNAPOLIS. 
L.  S.  MoKSE,  A.M.,  Inspector, 

Sir, — I  hereby  submit  for  your  consideration  my  report  for  year 
ended  October  31st,  1882,  for  inspectoral  District  No.  4. 

The  number  of  Sections  in  this  District  has  been  augmented  by  the 
formation  of  a  new  Section  in  the  District  of  Clare,  by  the  subdivision 
of  two  adjoining  Sections.  This  Section  was  formed  by  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Schools  at  their  annual  meeting  in  June,  1881,  subject 
however  to  existing  liabilities.  With  commendable  zeal  the  rate- 
payers of  the  new  Section,  which  was  named  Central  Section  No.  29, 
at  their  first  annual  meeting  in  September,  1881,  voted  money  for 
building  purposes,  and  during  the  winter  term  of  the  year  under  con- 
sideration erected  a  neat  and  commodious  school -house,  which  was 
suflSciently  far  advanced  towards  completion  to  enable  the  Trustees  to 
estab  ish  and  maintain  a  school  during  a  greater  part  of  the  term  just 
closed.  In  consequence  of  the  above  fact  the  number  of  Sections  in 
this  Insj  ectoral  District  is  now  one  hundred  and  seventy-eight.  The 
"  Poor  Section  "  lists  as  revised  and  established  contains  the  names  of 
fifty-seven  Sections,  of  which  number,  however,  thirty-nwe  only  parti- 
cipated in  the  extra  grants  allotted  to  such  Sections  during  some 
portion  of  the  year.  Fifteen  Sections  were  without  schools  during  the 
year,  being  two  less  than  the  number  last  reported. 

The  school  accommodation  in  most  Sections  is  adequate  to  the 
requirements  of  the  law.  The  principal  deficiency  exists  in  a  few  of 
the  populous  Sections  in  the  District  of  Clare,  in  which  graded  schools 
should  be  maintained  in  place  of  the  miscellaneous  schools  now  in 
operation.  I  believe  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  a  change  will  be 
effected  in  these  Sections,  and  the  law  will  be  more  strictly  complied 
with.  The  method  of  distributing  the  County  Fund  in  accordance 
with  the  requirements  of  Section  70  of  the  Manual  is  already  exerting 
a  beneficial  effect  upon  some  Sections.  Tiverton  Section  on  Long 
Island,  to  which  reference  was  made  in  my  report  two  years  ago,  has 
already  enlarged  its  school-house  and  fitted  it  for  a  graded  school  of 
two  departments.  Other  Sections  have  also  effected  repairs  more  or 
less  extensive  in  their  school-buildings,  while  at  the  annual  meetings 
in  September  last  no  less  than  nine  tftousanxl  two  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars  were  voted  to  be  expended  for  the  improvement  of  the  school 
accommodation  in  various  Sections  during  the  ensuing  year. 

In  most  of  the  school-houses — especially  in  those  of  recent  con- 
struction— the  furniture  is  of  a  suitable  description.  In  some  cases 
desks  and  seats  otherwise  unobjectionable  are  not  properly  graduated  to 
the  stature  of  the  pupils,  or  are  too  far  apart  for  the  ease  and  comfort 
of  pupils  in  the  performance  of  their  desk  work.  Whenever  these 
objectionable  features  have  presented  themselves  to  my  notice  I  have 
pointed  them  out,  and  have  urged  upon  Trustees  the  necessity  of  mak- 
ing the  necessary  change. 
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In  the  matter  of  apparatus  there  is  a  deficiency  in  many  Sections. 
In  these  Sections  the  supply  of  apparatus  is  limited  to  a  small  quan- 
tity of  inferior  black-board,  the  hemispheres  and  a  map  of  Nova 
Scotia,  and  a  hand-bell.  Some  school-rooms  have  no  ball-frame, 
thermometer,  clock,  globe,  unabridged  dictionary,  or  gazetteer.  Several 
of  the  articles  deemed  by  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  to  be 
indispensable  in  all  public  schools  are  not  provided.  If  Inspectors 
were  clothed  with  more  authority  in  this  matter,  or  if  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Education  were  to  withhold  payment  of  the  County  Fund 
from  Sections  not  adequately  equipped  with  apparatus  until  the  same 
were  supplied  to  his  satisfaction  or  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Inspector, 
it  would  not  be  long  before  a  marked  improvement  in  this  respect 
would  be  made  throughout  the  Province. 

The  number  and  grade  of  teachers  and  assistants  employed  during 
the  year  will  be  found  in  the  statistical  tables.  Many  of  the  teachers 
have  been  doing  good  work,  and  their  pupils  give  evidence  of  having 
been  trained  to  habits  of  thought  and  observation.  This  has  been  the 
case  with  those  especially  who  were  born  teachers,  and  who  would  be 
successful  in  imparting  instruction  under  almost  any  circumstances. 
In  a  few  instances  l.eache:s  have  been  found  discharging  their  duties 
in  a  perfunctory  manner,  and  evidently  not  possessing  that  inborn 
quality  which  is  essential  to  the  success  of  every  educator  of  the 
young.  Their  motto,  apparently,  is  quantity  of  folios  skimmed  over, 
not  quality  of  work  performed.  Whenever  it  has  become  apparent  to 
me  tnat  thoroughness  is  not  the  characteristic  of  a  teacher  in  the  per- 
formance of  duty,  it  has  been  my  aim  to  impress  upon  such  a  one  the 
absolute  necessity  of  "  making  haste  slowly,"  of  being  thorough,  of 
training  pupils  to  habits  of  thought,  and  of  never  permitting  them  to 
advance  more  rapidly  than  their  knowledge  and  comprehension  of 
previous  steps  would  warrant.  In  proportion  as  teachers  become 
permeated  with  correct  ideas  in  regard  to  training  pi  pi  Is,  in  that  ratio 
will  their  pupils  imbibe  habits  of  thouglit  and  observation.  The  large 
number  of  failures  to  pass  the  tests  at  the  annual  (examinations  is  due 
not  entirely  to  a  "generic  lack  of  rudimentary  knowledge,"  but  also  in 
some  measure  to  the  imperfect  training  which  some  can<lidates  have 
received,  and  in  their  consequent  inability  to  apply  kn(j\vn  principles 
to  the  solution  of  the  questions  propounded. 

Trustees  and  parents  are  beginning  to  appreciate  teachers  who  hive 
a  Normal  School  training,  and  whenever  possible  secure  the  services 
of  such  tejichers  in  preference  to  those  who  have  not  liad  the  V>enetits 
of  such  a  course  of  instruction.  The  fact  is  having  quite  an  influence, 
and  is  causing  more  teachers  to  attend  that  Institution  from  the 
District  than  did  formerly.  In  view  of  the  efficiency  of  that  school 
under  its  present  able  staff  of  Instructors,  I  have  urge<l  upon  the 
teachers  under  my  supervision  wlienever  an  opportnnity  presented 
itself,  the  desirability  of  availing  themselves  of  the  adviintaixe-;  wliich 
it  now  otFers.  Too  much  stress  cannot  be  laid  upon  the  ini[M>2  tmce 
of  having  a  staff  of  trained  teacheis  throughout  the  IVovince. 

The  inducements  held  out  to  teachers  to  prepare  themselves  to 
discharge  the  duties  of  their  profession  efficiently  and  successfully, 
are  not  at  present  adecpiate  to  the  work  wliich  the}'  are  expectetl  to 

rform.     A  few  sections  in  the  District  pay  fairly  creditable  salaries, 
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but  in  most  cases  the  stipend  is  barely  suflScient  to  board  and  clothe 
the  teacher  comfortably  and  respectably.  For  corroboration  of  this 
statement  I  beg  to  refer  you  to  Table  IX,  of  the  statistics  for  the  year. 
The  teachers  themselves  have  been  somewhat  to  blame  for  this  state 
of  things.  As  a  legitimate  result  of  this  parsiuiony  on  the  part  of 
trustees  and  rate-payers,  teachers  very  commonly  abandon  the  pro- 
fession as  sorn  as  they  become  well  fitted  for  their  work.  At  the  end 
of  this  year  the  number  of  teachers  seeking  other  employment  is  so 
great  comparatively  as  to  create  a  scarcity  of  teachers  in  this  District 
unprecedented  within  the  limits  of  my  oflficial  knowledge.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  in  view  of  this  fact  that  truser es  and  rate-payers  will  appre- 
ciate the  situation  and  the  causes  which  have  le<l  to  it,  and  in  future 
cheerfully  remunerate  teachers  to  such  an  extent  as  to  induce  them  not 
only  to  fit  themselves  thoroughly  for  their  work,  but  also  to  continue 
in  the  profession  a  longrer  period  than  many  of  them  now  do. 

The  remarks  made  in  my  last  report  in  regard  to  methods  of 
teachinof  a  few  of  the  common  branches  are  applicable  at  the  present 
time.  To  prevent  repetition  I  beg  to  refer  you  to  that  report.  I  believe, 
however,  that  improvement  in  methods  of  teaching  is  being  made 
from  year  to  year,  and  that  creditable  progress  is  following  as  a 
natural  result. 

The  daily  attendance  of  pupils  at  school  has  not  improved.  During 
the  winter  term  one  thousand,  six  hundred  and  eighty-two  children 
between  the  ages  of  jive  and.  fifteen  years  are  reported  not  at  school 
in  sections  having  schools.  The  percentage  of  enrolled  pupiU  daily 
present  for  time  in  session  during  the  same  term  was  fifty -six  amd 
two-tenths.  During  the  summer  term  one  thousand,  jive  hundred  and 
thirty-fiix  children  between  the  ages  before  named  are  also  reported 
not  at  school  in  sections  having  schools,  while  the  percentage  of 
enrolled  pupils  daily  present  for  time  in  session  was  Jifty-eight  and 
two-tmths  These  fiirures  show  an  amou!it  of  criminal  indifference  on 
tlie  part  of  many  parents  to  the  educational  advancement  of  their 
chiidn^n  which  is  very  reprehensible.  Judging  from  the  past,  there  is 
apparently  no  prospect  of  material  improvement  short  of  a  juilicious 
enactment  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  the  attendance  of  pupils  at 
schools  within  reasonable  limits.  The  bill  now  before  the  country, 
entitled,  •'  An  Act  to  Secure  Better  Attendance  at  Public  Schools,"  so 
far  as  I  Ijave  had  an  opportunity  of  ascertaining,  will  meet  with 
approval  in  most  sections  throughout  this  district,  and,  if  the  same 
become  law,  will  be  quite  generally  adopted.  The  provisions  of  this 
bill  are  so  reasonable  that  they  ought  to  commend  themselves  to  the 
favorable  consideration  of  even  the  opponents  of  compulsory  educa- 
tion. 

The  County  Acadennes  at  Digby  and  Annapolis  have  been  under 
the  ehnvL'e  <;f  Mr.  Alexander  McRae  and  Mr.  Israel  M.  Loni^ley,  A.B., 
respeetiv«ly.  I'hese  gentlemen  are  experienced  and  successful  teachers. 
Their  duties  hav(»  been  discharged  creditably,  an<l  e(msi<iering  the 
niaterials  which  have  been  at  their  comTnan«i  Ihey  have  achieved 
satisfactory  result?..  I  regret  to  report  that  ill-health  interfered  with 
Mr.  Longley's  usefulness  during  a  portion  of  the  winter  tern),  and 
that  he  has  now  deemed  it  prudent  to  al>stain  from  the  performance 
of  the  duties  of  his  profession  for  a  time.     In  regard  to  these  insti- 
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tutions  my  views  are  the  same  as  have  been  stated  in  former  reports, 
to  which  I  refer  you.  I  am  pleased  to  report,  however,  that  the 
trustees  and  rate-pa}  ers  of  Annapolis  Royal,  in  view  of  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Board  of  Commissioners,  have  determined  to 
abandon  the  school -buildings  at  present  occupied,  and  that  they  have 
secured  at  large  expense  a  most  eligible  property,  callea  "  The 
Grange,"  w^hich  they  will  have  fitted  up  for  the  various  departments  of 
the  school  and  will  occupy  before  the  expiration  of  the  ensuing  school 
year. 

The  Teachers'  Association  held  its  annual  meeting  in  Annapolis 
Royal  on  the  27th  and  28th  of  April.  The  attendance  of  teachers  was 
good,  but  not  quite  so  large  as  on  former  occasions.  In  addition  to 
the  ordinary  loutine  business,  papers  and  oral  lessons  on  the  following 
subjects  were  read  or  given,  viz.:  "Needed  Reforms  in  Our  Public 
Schools,"  by  Mr.  Joseph  A.  Balcom ;  "  The  Successful  Teacher,"  by  Mr. 
W.  Emerson  Reade ;  *'  Improved  Methods  of  Teaching  Since  1848," 
by  Mr.  Phineas  Whitman ;  "The  Teachers  Opportunities,  and  How 
to  Improve  Them,"  by  N.  E.  Butler,  Esq.;  an  oral  lesson  on  "Analysis," 
by  Mr.  A.  D.  Brown,  and  an  oral  lesson  on  the  "Process  of  Subtrac- 
tion," by  Miss  Susie  Bonnyman.  In  the  absence  of  Mr.  Ja.s.  P. 
Nowlan,  who  was  to  have  read  a  paper  on  "  The  Best  Method  of 
Teaching  Geography,"  Dr.  Hall,  of  the  Normal  School,  who  was 
present  and  contributed  much  to  the  success  of  the  meeting,  gave  an 
interesting  and  instructive  lesson  on  the  subject  of  tides  and  the 
various  theories  held  in  regard  to  them.  Discussions  followed  the 
reading  of  papers,  participated  in  by  members  of  the  Association,  by 
Dr.  Hall,  and  by  the  Superintendent  of  Education,  who  was  also 
present.  On  the  evening  of  the  first  day  of  meeting  the  Superintend- 
ent of  Education  addressed  a  public  meetin:^  in  accordance  with  the 
regulation  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction,  after  whom  short  and 
practical  addresses  were  delivered  by  Rev.  E.  B.  Moore,  Rev.  Jas.  J. 
Ritchie,  Dr.  Hall  and  T.  S.  Whitman,  Esq.  The  meetings  of  the 
Association  on  this  and  former  occasions  have  been  productive  of  good 
results,  and  fully  justify  the  wisdom  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion in  adopting  the  regulation  under  which  the  Association  had  its 
inception. 

The  duties  of  my  oflSce  have  kept  me  busily  employed  during  the 
year.  In  a  few  cases  I  have  been  unable  to  inspect  schools  in  conse- 
quence of  their  not  having  opened  for  the  term  or  having  closed 
previous  to  my  tour  of  inspection  in  their  vicinity.  For  more  detailed 
information  in  regard  to  this  part  of  my  work  I  beg  to  refer  you  to 
my  "  Notes  of  laspection"  and  Monthly  Reports  for  the  year. 

The  recent  amendments  to  the  school  law — especially  that  relating 
to  the  mode  of  distributing  the  county  fund — are  proving  beneficial. 
There  is  one  amendment,  however,  made  comparatively  recently, 
which,  while  placing  an  additional  burden  upon  Inspectors,  appears  to 
me  to  be  of  no  practical  utility.  I  refer  to  the  amendment  to  section 
24  of  the  Manual  of  1874  relating  to  the  appointment  of  Trustees  in 
certain  cases  by  the  Commissioners  of  Schools,  which  requires  the 
requisition  of  the  seven  rate-payers  referred  to  in  said  section  to  be 
accompanied  by  a  certificate  from  the  Inspector  of  Schools  that  to  the 
best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief,  founded  on  an  inspection  of  the 
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minutes  of  the  school  meeting  or  of  a  copy  in  his  possession  or  on 
personal  inquiry,  the  alleged  vacancy  or  vacancies  in  the  Board  of 
Trustees  actually  exist.  This  section  of  the  law  refers  to  ordinary 
vacancies  in  the  Board  of  Trustees  which  seldom  or  never  occur  except 
when  sections  fail  to  hold  the  annual  meeting  on  the  day  fixed  by  law. 
In  these  cases  there  are  no  minutes  for  the  guidance  of  Inspectors  in 
giving  the  required  certificate.  I  would  suggest  that  this  amendment 
be  repealed,  and  that  whenever  a  vacancy  or  vacancies  occur  in  the 
Board  of  Trustees  in  consequence  of  failure  to  hold  the  annual  meet- 
ing on  the  day  appointed  by  the  law,  the  remaining  Trustees  or  Trustee, 
on  receiving  the  written  requisition  of  rate-payers  referred  to  in  said 
section,  be  empowered  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  rate-payers  of  the  section. 
for  the  election  of  a  Trustee  or  Trustees  and  for  the  transaction  of  such 
other  business  as  may  be  necessary.  It  appears  to  me  that  the  course 
su^ested  would  relieve  Inspectors  and  Commissioners  of  Schools  of 
an  unnecessary  burden.,  and  that  it  would  prove  efficacious  and  prac- 
tical, and  much  more  satisfactory  to  rate-payers  in  general. 

The  "  Course  of  Study"  now  prescribed  for  the  public  schools  is  a 
step  in  the  right  direction  and  is  sure  to  prove  of  great  utility  if 
intelligently  and  systematically  followed.  The  necessity  for  an  unifoim 
curriculum  for  the  common  schools  has  long  been  apparent.  It  hais 
been  my  aim,  especially  during  the  Summer  Term,  to  bring  the 
Course  prominently  to  the  notice  of  teachers  and  trustees. 

In  conclusion  allow  me  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  uniform 
courtesy  which  you  have  shown  during  our  official  intercourse,  and  to 
subscribe  myself 

Your  obedient  servant, 

L.  S.  MORSR 
To  David  Allison,  Esq.,  Ll.  D., 

Superintendent  of  Education. 


DISTRICT  No.  5.— KINGS  AND  HANTS. 
Colin  W.  Roscoe,  Inspector, 

Sir, — Abstracts  of  Inspectoral  work  done  in  my  District  have  been 
forwarded  to  you  monthly.  These  point  out  the  various  schools  and 
sections  visited  and  note  the  names  and  licenses  of  the  teachers,  the 
subjects  in  which  the  schools  were  examined,  the  condition  of  school 
buildings  and  premises,  and  the  supply  of  apparatus,  etc.,  etc.  I  now 
invite  your  attention  to  the  carefully  prepared  statistical  tables  trans- 
mitted herewith,  and  to  a  few  matters  coming  under  my  notice  during 
the  past  year,  while  engaged  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  assignee 
me  by  law. 

1.  The  frequent  change  of  Teachers. — The  frequent  change  of 
teachers  tends  to  keep  a  large  number  of  the  sections  in  a  very  un- 
settled state,  and  i&  the  source  of  one  of  the  greatest  hindrances  to 
general  progress  in  our  schools,  with  which  we  are  compelled  to  con- 
tend.    Every  teacher  should  now  be  required  to  be  well  prepared,  and 
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not  allowed  to  undertake  the  instruction  of  children  till  he  has  been 
submitted  to  the  crucible,  to  ascertain  his  aptitude  and  qualification 
for  the  work,  and  then  come  out  labelled  the  '*  genuine  article."  A 
teacher  who  has  even  a  moderate  decree  of  success  during  the  first 
term  of  his  teaching,  should  be  encouraged  to  continue  in  the  same 
school,  provided  he  shows  an  honest  determination  to  succe**d.  Time 
is  essential  to  become  thorou<;hly  acquainted  with  the  wants  and  aims 
of  pupils,  and  of  their  parents.  This  can  be  done  the  first  term,  and  a 
iftiodus  operandi  established,  which  must  prove  more  successful,  if 
continued  a  number  of  terms  or  years.  It  is  impossible  for  a  teacher 
to  leave  a  permanent  impression  upon  the  minds  of  his  pupils,  or 
complete  much  work  in  the  short  term  of  six  months.  I  am  of  opinion 
that  much  advantage  must  accrue  to  both  parties,  by  the  continuance 
of  good  teachers,  for  a  period  of  five  or  six  yt^ars,  in  the  same  section. 
The  advancement  of  tlie  pupils  and  the  interests  of  education  in  the 
section,  may  make  a  longer  period  desirable.  A  teacher's  success 
should  be  encouraged  and  rewarded  by  tlie  section  and  ought  not  be 
disregarded  by  the  C.  P.  I.  A  bonus  of  $30.00  was  formerly  given  to 
grade  B.  teachers,  who  had  taught  five  years.  This  did  little  more 
than  encourage  teachers  to  put  in  the  time  and  draw  the  money.  I 
am  of  opinion  that  a  bonus  given  to  teachers  for  teaching  five  full 
terras  in  the  same  section,  and  preparing  a  certain  percentage  of  his 
pupils  to  pass  a  satisfactory  examination  in  certain  prescribed 
branches,  would  produce  a  good  influence  upon  both  schools  and 
teachers.  A  teacher  who  proves  a  failure  should  be  prompted  by 
common  honesty  to  change  his  profession  before  repeating  his  failures 
in  too  many  sections. 

2.  Readers. — The  Hoyal  Readers  are  in  general  use  in  Kings 
County  and  the  Maritime  in  Hants.  In  some  cases  both  series  are 
found  in  the  same  school.*  It  seems  very  desirable  to  have  but  one 
authorized  series  of  rea<lt  rs  in  the  public  schools  of  the  Province. 
Were  authorization  confined  to  the  better  of  these  series,  or  could  a 
better  them  either  be  introduced,  the  limitation  or  chan^je  would 
prove  a  great  advantage,  and  be  hailed  with  delight. 

3.  Registers. — The  school  registers  are  generally  correctly  and  com- 
pletely kept.  Some  teachers  attach  little  importance  to  tilling  up  tlie 
columns  of  deportment,  progress,  causes  of  absence,  &c.  But  this  is  a 
good  index  to  their  other  work.  ihey  form  good  resolutions  and 
make  a  good  beginning,  but  they  never  linisli  anything.  Their 
success  through  life  will  be  much  like  their  registers  I  regard  the 
register  as  a  very  useful  and  important  document  to  be  preserved  for 
future  reference.  The  registers  of  a  large  number  of  the  teachers  are 
models  of  neatness  and  are  kept  posted  up  to  date.  One  very  just 
complaint  concerning  the  register  blank  is  that  it  is  about  three- 
quarters  of  an  inch  longer  and  one-half  inch  wi<ler  than  the  covers 
furnished,  and  the  edges  soon  crumple  up,  so  as  to  give  the  register  au 
untidy  appearance.  This  fault  can  be  easily  reme(lic(l  by  making  the 
sheet  smaller  or  the  covers  larger. 


*  This  is  contrary  to  the  Regulations  of  Conncil  touching  text-books.     The  evil  pointed 
•at,  howerer,  is  a  rtai  one.  D.  A. 
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4.  School  Docurtieiits. — Trustees  are  required  to  forward  to  the 
Inspector  of  Schools,  within  one  week  after  the  Annual  School 
Meeting  of  the  Section,  a  copy  of  the  minutes  of  the  meeting,  signed 
by  the  Chairman  and  Secretary  of  the  same.  In  the  case  of  my  own 
District,  about  75  per  cent,  of  the  Sections  do  this  pretty  promptly ; 
but  the  other  25  per  c«nt.  require  too  much  prompting.  The  min- 
utes, as  official  documents,  are  in  many  cases  very  valuable  for  reference 
as  to  the  business  of  the  Section  ;  and  the  duty  of  sending  them  in 
should  not  be  neglected. 

I'he  t>€cr€tary*8  Bond  is  another  document  of  this  kind.  The  Clerk 
:>{  the  Peace  is  required  to  keep  it ;  but  he  has  no  particular  interest 
in  seeing  that  all  the  Secretaiies  file  bonds  ;  or  that  all  the  bonds  filed 
are  legal.  He  simply  files  those  brought  to  him  as  the  law  requires. 
As  no  Secretarv  is  legally  qualified  to  collect  taxes  or  transact  other 
•chool  business  until  he  has  filed  a  legal  bond,  it  is  a  matter  of  much 
importance  that  some  one  be  appointed  to  see  that  each  Secretary 
complies  with  the  law  in  this  respect,  before  he  enters  upon  the  duties 
of  his  office  There  must  of  course  be  some  cefitral  place  for  the 
perservation  of  their  documents ;  and  it  is  well  to  have  all  papers 
connected  with  a  department  together,  hence,  from  the  nature  of  the 
case,  the  Inspector  Feems  to  be  the  right  one  to  undertake  this  charge. 
I  cannot  recommend  this  from  any  selfish  motive,  as  it  will  add  some- 
what to  the  work  of  my  oflSce,  which  is  now  no  sinecure  ;  but  no  one 
can  so  well  attend  to  this  as  one  whose  whole  time  is  devoted  to  work 
in  this  line  ;  and  who  is  directly  interested  to  see  that  all  school  busi- 
ness is  conducted  in  a  legal  manner. 

6.  The  New  Course  of  Study. — The  new  Course  of  Study,  in  its 
main  features  is  very  good.  Comparatively  few  teachers  in  my  District, 
have  adopted  it  as  a  whole,  though  a  good  many  have  attempted  to  use 
it  as  a  guide  in  classifying  their  schools.  In  most  miscellaneous 
schools  the  reading  is  found  to  be  far  in  advance  of  the  other  branches. 
I  have  recommended  in  such  cases,  a  close  classification  in  reading,  and 
more  attention  to  be  given  to  the  studies  in  which  J)upil8  are  deficient, 
as  a  means  of  levelling  up  for  the  introduction  of  the  whole  course.  I  am 
fully  of  opinion,  that  the  course  will  not  accomplish  all  that  was 
expected  of  it  unless  more  is  made  to  depend  upon  it  than  at  present. 
I  would  not  say  compel  teachers  and  schools  to  use  it ;  but  I  would 
in  some  way  recognize  and  reward  those  who  successfully  carry  it 
into  operation.  Thus  all  will  have  a  special  inducement  to  excel  in 
their  work. 

7.  School  Inspection. — I  have  visited  each  of  the  schools  in  session, 
when  making  my  semi-annual  tour  of  inspection.  All  my  time,  not 
required  for  other  official  duties,  was  thus  occupied.  In  summer  I 
called  school  at  8  a.  m.  and  often  found  it  necessary  to  visit  on 
Saturday,  in  order  to  complete  the  work,  during  the  terms.  The 
average  time  thus  spent  in  each  school  was  about  two  hours.  I  can- 
not help  thinking  that  one  visit  annually,  of  a  full  day,  to  large 
miscellaneous  schools  or  advanced  departments  of  graded  schools, 
would  be  preferable  to  two  short  oiies,  especially  if  any  arrangement 
could  be  made  to  secure  the  permanency  of  teachers  in  the  same 
section.  An  Inspector  can  form  a  pretty  correct  estimate  of  the  work 
being  done  in  a  school  in  two  or  three  hours ;  but  a  day  devoted  to  the 
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work  would  enable  him  to  render  much  assistance  in  classifying 
pupils,  etc.  This  time  would  be  long  enough  to  assign  a  standing  to 
individual  pupils  in  their  chief  studies. 

Liceme8. — Four  Permissive  Licenses  have  upon  my  recommendation 
been  granted  during  the  past  year.  I  am  not  in  favor  of  these 
licenses  except  in  extreme  cases.  The  scarcity  of  teachers  for 
Poor  Sections,  seemed  to  justify  the  use  of  them  in  these  four  instances. 
I  make  it  a  point  before  recommending  the  granting  of  such  licenses 
to  require  trustees  to  certify  that  they  have  tried  and  failed  to 
procure  the  services  of  a  regularly  licensed  teacher  ;  and  that  unless  a 
permit  be  granted,  their  Section  must  do  without  a  school  for  the 
term. 

9.  Schools. — In  Kings  County  102  schools  were  in  operation  for  the 
Winter,  and  103  for  the  summer  term.  Hants  County  had  96  schools 
in  Winter  and  105  in  Summer.  The  number  of  teachers  and 
assistants  employed  in  Kings  County,  for  the  Winter  was  111,  and  for 
the  summer  107.  Hants  employed  97  teachers  in  the  winter,  and  108 
teachers  and  one  as^tant  for  the  summer.  These  were  classified  as 
follows  :— 
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49 
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Female 63 
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68 
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97 


Summer,  Qrade  A 0 

B 19 

C 51 

A/  ••••••  •  .  •  Oft/ 


II 
II 
II 


11 
II 
II 


Male 27 

Female 82 


Total 


109 


The  number  of  pupils  enrolled  in  Kings  for  the  Winter  was,  4,416. 
who  attended  264,123  days. 

In  Summer  4,223  pupils  were  enrolled.  These  made  an  attendance 
of  230,475  days. 

Hants  enrolled  4,088  pupils  in  Winter,  who  attended  250,308  days. 
In  Summer  the  number  enrolled  was  4,809  and  the  attendance  283,- 
819  days. 

Kings  County. — Winter  term. 

Thirty-nine  schools  were  in  session  for  the  full  term.  Thirty-seven 
were  open  more  than  a  hundred  days  but  less  than  the  term.  Twenty- 
six  were  in  operation  less  than  one  hundred  days. 
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Summer  Term. 

Forty-four  were  in  session  for  the  full  term.  Th^'rty-five  more  than 
one  hundred  days  but  less  than  the  terra.  Fourteen  leSvS  than  one 
hundred  days. 

Hants  County. — Winter  Tkrm. 

Forty-nine  were  in  session  for  the  full  term.  Thirty-five  more 
than  one  hundred  ;iays,  but  less  than  the  term.  Twelve  less  than  one 
hundred  days. 

Summer  Term. 

Forty  were  in  operation  for  full  term.  Forty-nine  more  than  one 
hundred  days  but  less  than  the  term.  Sixteen  less  than  one  hundred 
"days. 

Amount  of  assessable  property  in  Kings  County,  $4,124,996.; 
amount  assessed  for  school  purposes,  $13,470.00.  Assessable  property 
in  Hants,  $4,708,479.00  ;  assessed  for  school  purposes,  $15,208.00. 

Average  Annual  Salary.  Including  Government  Grants,  Paid 

to  Tieachers  in  Kings  Co. 

Male,  Grades  A  &  B.   $409.38  C.   $306.46  D.   $283.33. 

Female,        "  ••  260.66  «•      230.36  ••       168.91. 

Hants  Co. 

Male,   Grades  A  &  B.   $434.00  C.   $304.00  D.   $168.00. 

Female,        ••  ••  336.00  ••       248.92  ••       159.50. 

I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  say,  in  general  terms  of  the  schools  under 
toy  supervision,  that  evident  progress  is  being  made  in  carrying  out 
the  system  of  free  public  schools.  Little  or  no  opposition  is  to  be  met 
with.  The  people  appreciate  the  work  being  done ;  and  the  teachers 
as  a  cla.ss,  are  in  earnest  and  painstaking. 

County  Academies. — At  the  commencement  of  the  summer  term, 
the  High  Schools  of  Kentville  and  Windsor  were  constituted  County 
Academies,  for  Kings  and  Hants  Counties  respectively.  The  advanced 
departments  of  these  schools  were  then  opened,  free  from  charge,  to 
all  the  pupils  in  these  Counties,  who  passed  the  required  examination 
to  enter  them.  The  Kentville  School  has  been  enlarged  from  three, 
to  four  departments.  The  Academic  grade  is  in  charge  of  Mr.  A.  J. 
Denton,  M.  A.  Windsor  School  consist^  of  eight  departments  in  town 
and  two  at  Curry's  Cemer.  Mr.  John  F.  Godfrey  is  teacher  of  the 
Academic  grade.  Both  of  these  schools  are  efficiently  conducted  ;  and 
in  their  course  of  study,  prepare  young  persons  for  teachers'  licenses, 
and  for  matriculation  into  the  various  colleges  of  the  Province. 
Windsor  has  furnished  chemical  and  other  apparatus,  during  the  past 
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term,  to  the  amount  of  $82  00.  Kentville  voted  $1,000  at  the  last 
annual  nieetir.g.  to  increase  and  improve  their  school  accommodation, 
and  has  supplied  a  fair  amount  of  apparatus. 

Drawing,  etc. — In  a  number  of  Schools,  teachers  have  acted  upon 
the  hints  of  Prof.  W.  Smith,  and  studied  and  taught  the  first 
principles  of  drawing  with  good  effect.  Botany,  lessons  on  animals, 
rocks,  etc.,  mapped  out  in  the  new  course,  are  becoming  popular  and 
are  taught  with  a  good  degree  of  success  by  our  energetic  teachers. 

The  fourth  annual  meeting  of  the  Teachers  Association,  for  Hants 
and  Kings  Counties,  was  held  in  Wolfville  on  Oct.  5th,  and  6th     Miss 
Florence  McKeen  gave  a  lesson  to  her  class  in  form  and  color    ^Papers 
were  read  by   Miss    Blackaddar   on  "  The   Teacher's   Stipend,"    Mr. 
Schofield,A.  B.,  on   "Text  Books,  their  use  and  abuse,"     Mr.  Elliott, 
**  Study   of   Geometry,"  Mr.   Bishop,  "  The  Professional    Relation   of 
Teachers,"  Miss  Parsons,  "  Reading,"  Mr.  Parker,   "  Course  of  Study 
for  Teachers,"  Mr.  A.  J.  Denton,  M.  A.  "  Compulsory  Education."  On 
the  eviming  of  the  5th,  was  held  a  Public  Educational  Meeting  addressed 
by  Dr.  Allison,  Superintendent  of  Education,  Dr.  Sawyer,  President 
of  Acadia  College,  Dr.  Higgins,  Prof,  of  Mathematics  in  Acadia  College, 
and  Dr.  Hall,  Prof,  of  Language  and  History,  in  the  Normal  School. 
All  the  meetings  of  the  Association  were  full  of  interest  and  very  pro- 
fitable to  teachers.     Dr.  Sawyer  kindly  opened  the  Academy  Hall  for 
the  afternoon  sessions  of  the  Association,  and  the  Audience  Assembly 
Hall  for  the  public  meeting,  and  invited  the  teachers  to   visit  the 
museum  and  library  of  the  college:  thus  adding  much  to  the  enjoyment 
of  the  occasion.     Following  the  meetings  of  the  association  were  two 
sessions  of  the  Acadia  Science  Club,  which  the  teachers  were  invited 
to  attend.     Prof.  Coldwell,  President  of  the  Club,  gave  a  very  inter- 
eji'ting   and  instructive   lecture  on  Physics,  which  he  illustrated  by 
numerous  experiments.     Mr.  A.  J.  Pineo,  A.  B.,  Secretary  of  the  Club, 
occupied  one  evening  with  a  lecture  on  the  "  Story  of  the  Ekirth."    He 
illustrated    this  by  sciopticon  views,  of  the  different  stages    of  the 
earth's  formation,  and  of  the  plants  and  animals  of  those  early  periods 
of  the  earth  8  history.     The  lecture  was  very  instructive.     The  Acadia 
Science  Club  just  referred  to,  has  its  headquarters  at  Wolfville;  and 
has  for  its  primary  object  the  rendering  of  every  possible  assistance 
to  teachers  and  others  while  seeking  to  gain  a  knowledge  of  Natural 
History  and  Science  by  private  study.     It  proposes  to  do  this  by 
marking  out  a  course  of  study  to  be  pursued  by  means  of  certain  text- 
books, by  quarterly  reports  and  yearly  examinatioas  at  the  students' 
homes,  by  correspondence,  and  by  sending  to  the  students  specimens, 
which  they  are  to  study  and  report  upon.     The  Club,  although  it 
originated  within  the  present  year,  has  already  a  membership  extend- 
ing to  various  parts  of  Canada  and  the  IT.  S.,  and  numbers  among  its 
officers  and  directors  some  of  the  most  enthusiastic  men  in  this  depart- 
ment in  our  Province.     A  small  monthly  journal  is  also  published  in 
the  interests  of  the  club.     I  predict  for  this  society,  which  is  purely 
philanthropic  a  prosperous  career. 

School  Houses, — ^Tne  school  houses  in  S.  Berwick,  Windemere  and 
Bloomfield  Sections,  Eangs  County,  were  destroyed  by  fire  during  the 
year.  The  first  two  have  put  up  new  ones  and  finished  them  ready 
for  Winter  schools.     Rockville,  East  Hants,  has  thoroughly  repaired 
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its  school  bouse.     East  Uniacke  is  moving  in  the  matter  of  building, 
and  I  hope  to  see  a  school  in  operation  in  that  Section  next  Summer. 

This  report  of  the  condition  of  the  schools  in  District  No  5, 
Counties  of  Kings  and  Hants  for  the  term  ending  October  dlst  1882, 
is  respectively  submitted  for  your  consideration. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

COLIN  W.  ROSCOE. 
To  David  Allison,  Esq.,  Ll.  D., 

SuperirUendent  of  Education. 


DISTRICT  No.  6.— ANTIGONISH  AND   GUYSBOROUGH. 

Rod'k  McDonald,  Inspector. 

SiK, — I  beg  respectfully  to  submit  my  report  on  the  schools  of 
Inspectoral  District  No.  6,  embracing  the' Counties  of  Antigonish  anct 
Quysboro,  for  the  yew:  ended  Oct.  31st,  1882. 

The  number  of  sections  in  the  district  is  the  same  as  when  last 
reported.  The  number  of  schools  in  session  in  Antigonish  County 
during  each  term  of  the  year  just  closed  was  the  same  as  in  the  cor- 
responding terms  of  the  preceding  year.  In  Guysboro  County  there 
was  an  increase  of  one  in  the  winter  term,  and  of  six  in  the  summer 
term.  Four  schools  in  the  latter  county  were  closed  in  the  winter 
term  for  the  want  of  suitable  teachers. 

In  Antigonish  County  there  was  a  slight  decrease  in  the  number  of 
pupils  enrolled  each  term  of  the  past  year.  In  Guysboro  County 
there  was  a  slight  decrease  in  the  winter,  but  an  increase  in  the 
summer  term.  There  is,  however,  a  considerable  decrease  in  the  grand 
total  days  attended  by  all  the  pupils  in  both  counties.  This  is  easily 
siccounted  for  by  the  unusual  severity  of  the  storms  of  last  winter 
and  by  the  prevalence  of  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough  in  the  dis- 
trict. I  am  sorry  to  say  that  the  schools  of  Sherbrooke  and 
Mulgrave  are  now  closed  on  account  of  diphtheria,  those  of 
Sherbrooke    having  been   closed    since  the  seventh  of    September. 

Of  the  three  sections  in  Antigonish  County  reported  as  having  na 
school  during  the  year,  only  one  has  a  school-house,  the  other  twa 
being  weak  sections,  lately  formed.  In  Guysboro  County  ten  sec- 
tions are  without  school  houses,  and  of  this  number  six  are  so  weak 
that  they  hardly  can  maintain  a  school,  at  least  for  some  time  to  come. 

A  new  school-house  was  built  during  the  past  year  in  Lower  White 
Haven  Section  to  replace  the  one  destroyed  by  fire  in  1881.  A  new 
building  was  erected  in  Fisherman's  Harbor  Section,  also  being,  I 
believe,  the  first  school-house  ever  in  the  section.  At  the  annual 
meetings  last  year  several  other  sections  voted  money  for  new  build-^ 
ings,  but  owing,  as  the  trustees  allege,  to  the  severity  of  the  winter 
nothing  further  has  been  done.  I  am  ai»sured,  however,  that  these 
sections  will  commence  building  operations  next  spring. 


34  REPORTS  OF  INSPECTORS. 


The  old  fashioned  side  desks  are  still  to  be  found  in  some  school- 
houses,  even  in  those  of  good  sections,  but  they  are  rapidly  giving 
way  to  desks  of  a  later  style. 

Nearly  all  the  schools  are  supplied  with  the  Map  of  Nova  Scotia, 
many  with  the  hemispheres,  and  a  smaller  number  with  hand -bells  and 
dictionaries.  Some  trustees  do*  not  appreciate  the  value  of  apparatus, 
and  especially  of  wall  maps.  They  believe  that  the  time  devoted  to 
the  study  of  geography  could  be  more  profitably  spent  in  studying 
some  other  branch,  because  geography  can  be  learned  out  of  school. 
While  this  is  true,  not  only  of  geography,  but  of  other  branches  as 
well,  few  there  are  who  have  either  the  time  or  inclination  to  learn 
systematically  any  branch  of  study  after  leaving  school. 

Attendance^ — In  Antigonish  County  the  number  daily  present  on 
an  average  for  full  term  per  100  registered  was  in  the  winter  term 
47.4,  and  in  the  summer  41.9.  In  Guysboro  County  these  numbers 
were  in  the  winter  term  49,  and  in  the  summer  term  45.  The  number 
of  children  between  5  and  15  years  of  age  in  sections  having  schools 
who  did  not  attend  school  in  Antigonish  County  was  in  the  winter 
term  639  and  in  the  summer  term  550.  In  Quysboro  County  these 
numbers  were  in  the  winter  term  689  and  in  the  summer  term  615, 
The  percentage,  notwithstanding  the  causes  mentioned  above,  is  much 
lower,  and  the  number  of  children  who  did  not  attend  school  at  all 
is  much  higher,  than  might  be  reasonably  expected.  The  indifference 
of  parents  is,  I  believe,  the  principal  cause  of  irregular  attendance. 
It  is  not,  however,  the  only  one.  Farmers  and  fishermen  need  all  the 
assistance  their  children  can  render  them  in  the  busy  seasons  of  the 
Tesr,  and  for  that  purpose  they  are  obliged  to  keep  their  children 
from  sdiool  in  these  seasons.  The  children  of  the  poorer  classes  are 
often  destitute  of  suitable  clothing  and  cannot  then  attend  school  It 
is  well  known  also  that  a  good  teacher  secures  good  attendance  where 
the  indifferent  teacher  fails  to  do  so. 

Salaines, — It  will  be  seen  on  reference  to  the  tables  that  there  is  no 
increase  in  teadiers'  salaries,  whidi  in  Antigonish  are  extremely  low, 
considerably  lower  than  in  Quysboro  County.  This  is  to  be  regretted, 
but  trustees  here  do  not  appear  to  realize  the  importance  of  the  trust 
committed  to  the  charge  of  teachers,  vie :  the  education  of  the  youth 
of  the  coontry ;  nor  do  they  seem  to  consider  the  expenditure  of  time 
and  money  neoessarj  to  qualify  them  for  the  proper  discharge  of  their 
arduous  duties*  The  cost  of  living  is  now  much  nigher  than  it  was  a 
few  years  a^o,  and  the  wages  of  IfJboureis  and  artizans  have  risen  in 
proportion,  but  teachers  have  not  shared  in  the  general  proi^rity. 
The  average  salary  now  paid  by  trustees  in  Antigonish  County  even 
to  male  teachers  of  the  first-class  is  far  below  the  wages  of  a  common 
labourer.  Under  these  circumstances  it  cannot  be  expected  that  first* 
dass  men  will  continue  in  the  profession,  or  that  young  men  of  ability 
will  enter  it  The  evil  effects  of  low  salaries  are  already  felt  here ; 
for,  while  a  few  of  our  schools  are  closed  for  the  want  of  male  teachers 
some  of  our 'best  are  leaving  us  every  year  for  other  districts  where 
their  services  will  be  more  highly  appredated. 

j8cAooIs.-«-Notwithstanding  the  drawbacks  referred  to  we  still  have 
several  good  schools — some  of  them  superior.  Schools  in  whidi  the 
mme  teachers  am  employed  term  alter  term  geneimUy  show  good 
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progress.  Where,  however,  a  new  teacher,  often  the  cheapest  that  can 
be  got,  is  employed  every  term,  little  progress  is  manifest.  I  may 
state  here  that  it  is  sometimes  impossible  for  an  Inspector  to  form  a 
correct  estimate  of  the  merits  of  a  teacher  who  remains  but  one  term 
in  the  same  section.  We  may  visit  a  school  near  the  beginning  of  the 
term,  and  if  the  teacher  is  a  new  one  the  standing  of  the  school  does 
not  depend  on  his  work  but  rather  on  that  of  his  predecessor.  I  was 
often  agreeably  disappointed  on  visiting  a  school  in  charge  of  the  same 
teucher  the  second  term.  This,  together  with  other  considerations, 
leads  me  to  believe  that  yearly  engagements  would  be  an  improvement 
on  the  present  system. 

Teacher 8  Asaodaiwn. — The  second  meeting  of  the  Teachers*  Asso^ 
i^iation  of  this  District  was  held  in  one  of  the  rooms  of  St.  Francis 
Xavier's  College  on  the  12th  and  13th  October.  The  attendance  of 
teachers  was  much  larger  than  last  year,  shewing  an  increased  interest 
in  the  work  of  the  Association.  Excellent  papers  were  read  by  Miss 
Mary  Thomson,  Mr.  k,  McEachen,  Mr.  W.  Mclsaac,  Mr.  W.  Cameron, 
Mr.  W.  Kiley  and  Miss  Jane  Thomson.  The  reading  of  these  papers 
was  followed  by  discussions  in  which  many  of  the  teachers  participa- 
ted. On  the  afternoon  of  the  first  day  an  earnest  and  eloquent  address 
was  delivered  by  the  Superintendent  of  Education  before  the  members 
of  the  Association,  which  was  received  with  marked  attention.  A  vote 
of  thanks  was  accorded  to  the  Superintendent  for  his  excellent  address. 
At  the  last  session  of  the  meeting  the  subject  of  teachers'  salaries  was 
taken  up,  and  after  a  long  discussion  it|was  unanimously  agreed  that 
after  the  current  school  year  teachers  would  not  accept  as  salary  the 
«mall  pittance  that  is  now  paid  to  many  of  them.  They  will  be  satis- 
fied with  salaries  oonslderaoly  lower  than  the  Provincial  average  of 
last  yeaT)  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  4^t  after  the  next  annual  school  meet^ 
ings  trustees  will  be  in  a  position  to  grant  their  reasonable  demand. 

Z  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

Tcmr  obedient  servant, 

RODK.  McDonald. 

To  David  Allisok,  Esq.,  Ll.  D^ 

SvperirUendent  ofUducatian. 


DISTRICT  No.  7.— CAPE  BRETON  AND  RICHMOND. 

M.  J.  T.  Macneill,  Inspector. 

Sir, — I  befif  leave  to  submit  the  foUowii^,  as  my  repert  of  the 
Schools  of  District  No.  7,  for  the  year  ended  October  SI,  1882. 

Id  last  yettr's  report;  I  gave  the  number  of  Sections  in  the  County 
t>f  Cspe  dretoK  a^  ISO.  This  number  I  took  from  former  report^ 
from  old  pay-K^  and  distribution  sheets ;  for  the  book  wherein  tbtf 
record  of  sectioaA,  with  their  boundaries,  &c.,  has  been  kept,  does  not 
anpply  t&e  inf otmation.  There  are  several  sections  of  which  there  is 
oe  record  whatever,  others  the  numbers  of  which  alone  appear,  ant 
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tbe  whole  book  is  so  tattered,  interlined  and  defaced^  as  to  be  all  bu^ 
tiseless.  I  expt  rience  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  on  this  account,  in  many 
ways,  and  I  find  it  fmpossibk  to  supply  information  wheiv  applied  U^ 
concerning  tbe  boundaries  of  sections^  The  evils  ot  such  a  state  of 
afiairs  are  quite  apparent,  and  it  is  very  desirable  that  me€isure» 
should  be  taken,  at  an  early  date,  to  have  the  sections  re^numbered^ 
{heir  boundaries  defined,  and  a  proper  record  of  the  same  established. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  in  May  last,  several 
applications  Were  received  for  the  erection  of  new  sections,  three  of 
which  were  granted.  Of  these,  only  two  complied  with  tbe  regulation 
requiring  plans  and  statistics  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Department,  and 
in  these  two  cases  the  decision  of  the  Council  c^  Public  Instruction  has^ 
not  yet  been  received. 

For  Richmond  County,  I  gave  the  nomber  of  Sections  as  67.  Thcp 
total  number  on  the  list  is  68,  but  one  section  (Grand  Grave)  never 
organized — never  had  a  school.  The  frame  of  a  school-bouse  was  once? 
put  up,  but  nothing  more  was  done.  West  Bay,  No.  41,  onee  had  a 
school-house,  but  it  has  been  allowed  to  ^o  to  ruin,  and  there  has  beei> 
no  school  kept  in  that  locality  for  a  number  of  years.  Loehside,  No. 
7,  never  owned  a  public  school  building.  School  was  kept  for  a  time 
in  private  buildings,  but  for  several  years  past  the  section  virtually 
had  no  existence  except  on  paper.  So  it  is  with  Bear  Island,  No.  64,. 
whose  school'house  has  not  been  occupied  for  some  time  past,  ^nd  has 
fallen  to  decay.  There  seems  no  prospect  of  these  sections  being  re^ 
organized  for  some  time  to  come,  so  that  there  are,  in  reality,  only  64 
sections  in  actual  operation  in  this  County.  If  this  be  taken  as  the 
whole  number  of  sections,  it  will  be  seen,  by  reference  to  Table  I  of 
the  statistic^*,  that  no  Section  in  the  County  of  Richmond  has  beeo 
without  school  during  some  part  of  the  year.  The  long-dormant  sec^ 
tions  of  Rocky  Bay,  No.  48,  and  Grand  River  Road,  No.  45,  were 
roused  to  action,  and  gave  their  children  the  benefit  of  a  school  each 
one  term.  Besides,  a  temporary  school  was  opened,  and  kept  in  » 
vacant  territory  in  the  rear  of  Loch  Lomond  during  last  winter  term,^ 
under  section  21  of  the  School  Act,  and  it  will  depend  upon  the  action 
taken  during  the  ensuing  term,  wheth(  r  this  little  district  shall  be 
promoted  to  the  dignity  of  a  corporate  section  or  not.  The  long-aought 
for  division  of  Basin  Section,  No.  15,  has  at  length  been  agreed  upon  by 
the  Council  of  Public  Instruction.  A  board  of  trustees  was  elected  at 
the  annual  meeting,  and  there  the  matter  rests.  Those  of  tbe  original 
section  who  were  opposed  to  the  division  claimed  that  a  desire  to 
escape  sectional  assessment  was  the  real  object  sought  by  ift&  advocates^ 
and  the  inaction  of  the  latter  would  seem  to  give  color  to  the  content 
tion  of  the  foru>er,  and  unless  vigorous  measures  are  taken  by  the 
ratepayers  of  the  new  section,  at  an  early  day,  to  establish  a  school,  I 
shall  deem  it  my  duty,  in  the  interests  of  tbe  existing  school,  to  advise 
the  annulling  of  this  division. 

The  number  of  pupils  registered  at  school  during  the  year  whtf 
2908,  or  1  in  4.8  of  tbe  population,  as  compared  with  2792,.  or  1  in  5.1 
the  previous  year. 

I  regret  to  have  to  state  that  the  contrary  was  the  case  in  the 
County  of  Cape  Breton.  The  same  table  will  show  the  number  of 
sections  having  no  school  during  the  year  to  be  20.    The  number  th» 


CAPE  BRETON  AND  HICHMONa  37 


previous  year  'was  only  14.  It  is  gratifying,  however,  to  observe  tbat 
the  proportionate  attendance  was  larger  during  the  year  just  <Josed; 
for  witb  eleven  schools  less,  we  have  a  total  of  registered  pupils  of 
€479,  as  compared  with  6583  the  year  previous.  Especially  is  this 
proportionate  increase  noticeable  for  the  summer  term  (as  can  be  seen 
by  reference  to  Table  V)^  during  which  126  schools  (departments)  had 
5921  pupils  registered,  making  an  average  daily  attendance  of  3071, 
or  51j8  per  100  registered.  The  figures  for  the  corresponding  term  of 
the  previous  year  are  134  schools  or  departments.  5,865  registered 
pupils,  average  daily  attendance  2^913.4,  or  49.6  per  100. 

Cape  Breton  County  employed  during  the  winter  term  123  teachers 
of  the  following  grades  and  sexes : — 3  of  Grade  A,  23  of  Grade  B,  42 
of  Grade  C^  and  55  of  Grade  D.  Of  the  Grade  B  teachers,  22  were 
males  and  1  female ;  of  Grade  C,  25  males  and  17  females,  and  of 
Grade  D,  38  males  and  17  females. 

During  the  summer  term,  126  teachers  were  employed  ; — Grade  A 
3,  B  22,  C  43,  and  D  58.  Of  the  Grade  B,  20  were  males  and  2 
females,  C  24  males  and  19  females,  and  D  35  males  and  23  females. 

The  County  of  Richmond  had  62  teachers  employed  the  winter 
term,  of  whom  10  were  grade  B,  23  grade  C,  and  29  grade  D.  Of  the 
grade  B  teachers,  9  were  males  and  1  female,  of  the  grade  C,  12  males 
and  11  females,  and  grade  D,  15  males  and  14  females.  In  the  summer 
term,  there  were  66  teachers, — 10  B,  25  0  and  31  D  ;  grade  B  9  males 
and  1  female,  C  15  males  and  10  females,  and  D  12  males  and  19 
females. 

The  scarcity  of  teachers  accounts  in  a  measure  for  the  large  number 
of  vacant  schools  daring  the  year  in  the  County  of  Cape  Breton. 
There  are  plenty  to  supply  the  demands  of  well-to-do  sections  requir- 
ing teachers  of  the  higher  grades  and  offering  fair  salaries^  but  it  is 
difficult  to  induce  teachers  of  any  grade  to  go  to  some  of  the  poorer 
«ections  for  the  paltry  salaries  offered.  A  number  of  the  schools  in 
fiuch  sections  had  been,  for  several  terms,  occupied  by  persons  holding 
Permissive  Licenses,  who,  if  permitted,  would  have  continued  from 
term  to  term  without  making  an  effort  to  qualify  themselves.  Many 
of  these  were  forced  to  discontinue,  and  their  places  were  not  fillea, 
because  in  most,  if  not  in  all,  cases  the  salaries  offered  were  too  low. 
I  can  see  no  other  reason,  except  perhaps  the  apathy  and  neglect  of 
trustees  in  seeking  for  teachers  ;  because  one  would  suppose  that  with 
the  recruits  annually  added  to  the  staff  as  the  result  of  each  examina- 
tion, a  sufficiency  should  have  been  arrived  at  lonij  ago. 

At  the  examination  for  Teachers*  Licenses  last  0  uly,  70  candidates 
presented  themselves  at  Sydney,  of  whom  10  went  up  for  B ;  8  of 
these  succeeded,  while  2  got  a  lower  grade  than  that  applied  for ;  33 
applied  for  C,  12  succeeded  and  9  obtained  grade  D,  12  failing  to  ob- 
tain any  grade;  27  applied  for  D,  of  whom  7  were  successful  and  20 
failed.  Thus,  the  total  number  of  successful  candidates  was  38,  or  54 
per  cent.  Of  the  total  number  of  candidates,  17  were  licensed  teachera 
seeking  higher  grades,  and  53  were  new  applicants. 

At  Arichat  there  were  23  applicants,  1  for  B,  12  for  C,  and  10  for 
D.  The  grade  B  candidate  was  successful ;  of  those  for  C,  4  obtained 
that  grade,  4  took  D,  and  4  failed  altogether;  of  the  10  D  candidates, 
S  i^ucceeded  and  8  failed.    The  whole  number  successful  was  therefore 
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11,  or  about  48  per  cent.     18  out  of  the  23  were  new  applicants,  and 
5  held  licenses. 

I  think  it  will  be  found  that  the  per  centage  of  successful  candidates 
compares  very  favorably  with  that  of  former  years.  There  is  always 
a  tendency  on  the  part  of  applicants  to  aim  at  a  grade  higher  than 
jbhey  are  qualified  to  obtain,  under  the  mistaken  idea  that  by  aiming 
high  they  will  certainly  hit  the  mark,  but  the  folly  of  this  notion  is 
ijbecomming  more  patent  to  them  every  year. 

The  record  made  by  j)upil8  of  the  Sydney  Academy  is  deserving  of 
special  notice.  Four  candidates  went  up  for  B,  and  were  all  successful^ 
one,  a  young  lady,  making  the  high  average  of  74.1.  Six  young 
ladies  appli^  for  C,  of  whom  four  took  that  grade,  the  other  two 
missing  it,  one  by  8.  and  the  other  by  51,  thus  taking  D.  No  better 
certificate  is  required  to  show  that  this  excellent  institution  is  main- 
taining the  high  standard  I  claimed  for  it  in  my  former  report.  The 
good  people  of  Sydney  are  proud  of  their  school,  and  seem  determined 
to  keep  up  its  reputation,  judging  from  the  generous  supplies  of 
inoney  voted  to  the  trustees  at  each  annual  meeting.  The  Academy 
this  year  loses,  to  the  regret  of  parents  and  pupils  alike,  the  services 
of  its  able  and  popular  principal  of  five  years'  standing,  B.  McKittrick, 
Esq.,  who  goes  to  fill  a  situation  which  places  him  a  step  higher  in  the 
prof  ession— Principal  of  the  Truro  Model  School.  The  Trustees  have 
spared  no  effort  to  worthily  fill  his  place,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
they  have  succeeded.  Mr.  Mclnnis,  the  new  Principal,  comes  well 
recommended  and  full  of  promise,  apparently  determined  to  do  his 
best  to  accomplish  a  difficult  task,  that,  namely,  of  succeeding,  after 
a  successful  and  popular  predecessor.  The  same  excellent  staff  of 
teachers  continue  to  do  their  usual  good  work  in  all  the  other 
departments. 

I  am  very  happy  to  be  able  to  report  that  progress  has  been  made 
towards  reviving  the  Arichat  Academy,  and  I  trust  to  be  able,  a  year 
hence,  to  give  a  good  account  of  its  working.  The  excellent  female 
Academy,  conducted  by  the  Sisters  of  the  Congregation,  is  in  a  flourish- 
ing condition  under  the  able  management  of  Sister  St.  Maurice,  one  of 
the  pioneers  of  the  establishment,  who,  after  an  absence  of  some  years 
in  Pictou,  where  she  had  been  establishing  another  ladies'  Academy, 
returned  to  Arichat  to  succeed  the  esteemed  and  accomplished  Sister 
St.  Zephyrin,  on  her  removal  to  Montreal.  I  may  remark  that  the 
few  yoimg  ladies  (four  in  number)  sent  up  to  the  teachers'  examination 
from  this  school  all  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  license. 

The  thriving  town  of  North  Sydney  became  aware,  during  the  year, 
that  its  juvenile  population  was  fast  out-growing  the  school  accommo- 
dation available,  and  temporary  provision  had  to  be  made  for  an 
additional  department.  There  are  now  seven  departments  in  operation, 
and  still  that  does  not  meet  the  requirements  of  the  section,  but  I 
hope  to  see,  ere  long,  its  plucky  and  enterprising  citizens  coming  to  the 
front  with  a  large  central  building,  capable  of  supplying  all  reasonable 
demands. 

The  Section  of  Sydney  Mines,  even  with  its  large  new  building,  was 
also  cramped  for  room,  but  the  old  building  were  being  put  in 
thorough  repair  when  I  visited  the  schools  there  in  October,  and  I 
think  these  should  supply  all  present  needs.    Here„  also^  there  are 
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seven  departments,  and  another  will  probably  be  opened  this  term. 
Mi.  Haggerty,  the  talented  youug  principal  of  this  school,  keeps  well 
abreast  of  the  times  in  his  profession.  He  had  just  received,  at  the 
time  of  my  visit,  Prang's  Natural  History  Series,  this  being,  as  far  as 
I  know,  the  first  set  received  in  the  district ;  and  he  was  about  insti- 
tuting oral  lessons  on  the  subject  with  a  view  to  the  introduction  of 
the  Course  of  Study 

I  had  occassion  to  complain  of  the  lack  of  accommodation,  as  well  as 
of  the  state  of  the  school  buildings  and  furniture  at  the  Reserve  and 
Lorway  Mines,  but  I  was  assured  that  before  my  next  visit  all  cause 
of  complaint  would  be  removed.  The  same  was  the  case  of  the 
Bridgeport  schools,  and  I  am  informed  that  provision  was  made  at  the 
annual  meeting  for  the  erection  of  a  new  building.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  these  two  important  sections  will  give  a  good  account  of  them- 
selves before  the  lapse  of  another  year.  I  also  expect  to  see  Louis- 
burg  and  Big  QIace  Bay  moving  in  the  direction  of  new  and  larger 
buildings,  with  a  view  to  the  establishment  of  graded  schools.  The 
building  at  Block  House  Mines  has  been  renovated  interiorly,  and 
fitted  up  with  new  and  improved  desks,  and  now  presents  a  very 
creditable  appearance. 

The  onl}  new  building  I  have  to  report  for  the  year  is  the  one  at 
Mainadieu,  but  it  is  a  good  one,  a  credit  to  the  place  and  especially 
to  the  energy  and  determination  of  the  Trustees.  It  had  just  been 
completed  when  1  last  visited  the  place,  and  was  ready  to  receive  tha 
furniture,  which  was  being  manufactured  at  the  factory  of  Mr.  R. 
(Jillis  at  Sydney,  the  designer  and  builder  of  the  schoolhouse.  The 
building  is  in  two  apartments,  capable  of  comfortably  seating  some 
sixty  pupils  each, — lofty,  well-lighted,  well  ventilated,  and  provided 
with  a  belt  of  excellent  black-board  surface  all  around.  A  neat  little 
cupola  surmounts  as  tidy  a  schoolhouse  as  many  a  country  place  of 
greater  pretensions  than  Mainadieu  might  well  be  proud  to  own.  A 
graded  school  will  be  in  operation  here  the  current  year. 

In  the  better  class  of  schools  I  observe,  from  term  to  term,  a  marked 
and  steady  progress,  while  in  the  inferior  class,  many  seem  to  be 
trudging  along  pretty  much  in  the  same  groove.  On  the  whole,  I  am 
safe  to  say  that  the  progress  of  education  in  this  district  is,  if  not 
altogether  satisfactory,  at  least  very  encouraging,  and  where  we  will  not 
have  great  scholars,  we  will  at  leasiT  have  people  able  to  read  and  write. 

A  part  of  the  school  law  which  I  find  trustees  very  remiss  in  com- 
plying with,  is  the  section  requiring  that  a  copy  of  the  minutes  of  the 
annual  meeting  be  sent  to  the  Inspector's  office  within  one  week  after 
such  meeting.  From  the  County  of  Cape  Breton,  only  39  sections 
forwarded  copies  of  the  minutes  of  their  last  annual  meetings,  and 
from  Richmond  30  were  received.  Hence,  a  very  imperfect  idea  of 
the  wishes  of  the  people  of  the  district  has  been  conveyed  by  these 
records,  respecting  the  proposed  "  Act  to  sec>ire  better  attendance."  A 
copy  of  the  bill  was  forwarded  promptly  on  receipt  of  the  parcels  from 
the  Education  Office,  to  each  section,  and  in  most  cases,  must  have 
reached  their  destinations  in  time.  Of  the  39  sections  of  Cape  Breton 
from  which  minutes  have  been  received,  16  voted  yea,  and  4  nay, 
while  19  made  no  mention  of  the  matter.  Of  the  30  Richmond 
sections  beard  from,  14  voted  yea..  5  nay,  and  11  did  not  refer  to  it. 
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The  third  annual  meeting  of  the  teachers'  association  was  held  on 
thft  22nd  and  23rd  of  June  in  the  new  Academy  at  Sydney.  Seventy- 
eight  teachers  attended  the  various  sessions,  among  whom  were  nearly 
all  the  leading  teachers  of  Cape  Breton  County,  one  only  coming 
from  Richmond.  An  excellent  programme  had  been  arranged,  which, 
with  very  little  variation,  was  carried  out.  The  discussions  elicited 
by  the  various  excellent  essays  were  instructive  and  profitable,  and  I 
cnly  wish  that  more  of  the  young  teachers  had  been  present  to  profit 
thereby.  The  enthusiasm  manifested  at  this  meeting  augurs  well  for 
the  continued  success  of  the  Association,  and  I  confidently  expect  to 
see  a  much  larger  attendance  at  the  next.  The  presence  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Eklucation,  to  whom  the  Association  was  indebted 
for  an  instructive  address  on  educational  subjects,  delivered  in 
Temperance  Hall  on  the  evening  of  the  first  day,  no  doubt  contributed 
largely  to  the  success  and  enthusiasm  of  this  meeting.  The  deep 
interest  taken  in  education  by  the  people  of  Sydney  was  manifested 
by  the  large  number  of  ladies  and  professional  gentlemen  who  graced 
the  meeting  by  their  presence,  and  stimulated  the  teachers  by  their 
kind  and  encouraging  remarks. 

Permit  me.  in  conclusion,  to  express  my  thanks  to  you  and  to  the 
Commissioners  of  Schools  in  both  counties  for  kindness  and  courtesy 
in  our  official  intercourse,  and  to  renew  my  expressions  of  gratitude 
for  many  acts  of  hospitality  received  at  the  hands  of  the  people 
among  whom  I  have  travelled. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

M.  J.  T.  MACNEIL. 

To  David  Allison,  Ll.  D., 

Superintendent  of  EdvAXLtion, 


DISTRICT  No.  8.— INVERNESS  AND  VICTORIA. 

John  Y.  Gunn,  Inspector, 

Sir, — I  beg  respectfully  to  submit  the  following  brief  report  of  the 
present  condition  of  education  in  the  Counties  of  Inverness  and 
Victoria. 

In  all  official  reports,  it  is  customary  to  underlie  one's  statements 
with  a  summary  of  statistics.  With  this  view  the  following  resume 
has  been  prepared,  and  I  trust  it  may  be  found  to  be  of  some  value, 
not  only  in  the  Central  Office,  but  also  in  the  counties  more  immedi- 
ately corfcerned. 

According  to  the  last  census  returns  the  present  population  of  this 
district  is  about  40,000.  During  the  year  just  closed  6,239  pupils 
attended  school  in  Inverness  and  1,469  in  Victoria — being  nearly  I  in 
4  of  the  population  of  Inverness,  and  rather  more  than  1  in  5  of  the 
population  of  Victoria. 
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To  the  casual  observer,  the  impression  is  possible  that  there  has 
been  a  falling  off  in  the  school  registration,  as  compared  with  the 
previous  year.  I  am  persuaded,  however,  such  has  not  been  the  case. 
The  rate  of  attendance  now  given  is  based  upon  the  last  census — that 
given  in  the  Report  of  1881,  upon  the  enumeration  of  the  previous 
dicennial  period.  Instead  of  an  apparent  reduction  in  the  proportion 
of  the  population  at  school  during  the  year  just  closed,  a  positive 
increase  would  have  been  exhibited,  had  the  same  bases  of  comparison 
been  employed.* 

The  whole  district  now  embraces  235  school  sections — 152  in 
Inverness  and  83  in  Victoria. 

"  Mill  Section  "  has  disappeared,  it  having  been  merged  at  the  last 
annual  session  of  the  South  Inverness  Board,  into  the  section  from 
which  it  had  been  previously  detached. 

The  Sections  of  "  Brooklet "  and  "  Lower  Centennial  '*  are  recent 
creations  in  South  Inverness ;  and  in  Victoria,  the  Sections  of  "  Middle 
Harbour,"  "  South  Harbour "  and  "  Middle  River "  have  been 
established  in  the  Aspy  Bay  valley. 

During  the  Winter  Term  there  were  10  vacant  sections  in  Inverness 
and  18  in  Victoria 

During  the  succeeding  summer,  there  were  but  6  sections  without 
schools  in  Inverness,  while  there  was  an  increase  of  three  ad<iitional 
vacancies  in  Victoria.  A  number  of  those  sections,  howtver,  had 
schools  in  session  either  one  term  or  the  other.  For  the  continuous 
year  there  has  been  but  one  vacant  section  iii  South  Inverness. 

There  were  tmo  vacanies  in  the  Northern  district  and  no  fewer  than 
ten  in  Victoria  Here  it  may  be  necessary  to  explain  that  some 
school  sections  in  the  district,  although  entered  as  such,  in  the  Com- 
missioners' records  are  scarcely  worthy  of  the  name — the  territory  is 
there,  but  it  is  sparsely  settled,  and  the  number  of  school-going,  children 
insignificant.  In  others  again  educational  effort  is  partially  para- 
lysed by  the  straitened  circumstances  of  the  people.  Indifference 
is  also  an  element,  and  although  it  is  customary  to  charge  the 
sins  of  a  section  to  the  trustees,  it  should  be  remembered  that  these 
officials  are  merely  the  exponents  of  the  people,  and  are  thus  amenable 
to  the  source  from  which  their  authority  emanates.  Another  barrier 
in  the  way  is  one  that  owes  its  origin  to  the  scarcity  of  licensed 
teachers,  particularly  in  the  Co.  of  Victoria.  Upon  the  recommenda- 
tion of  School  Commissioners,  clerical  and  lay,  permissive  licenses 
were  granted  for  several  sections.  But  notwithstanding  all  the  efforts 
put  forth  to  have  the  fundamentals  of  education  bought  within 
the  reach  of  every  child  in  the  district — it  was  found  impossible,  as 
results  shew,  to  carry  out  our  intentions,  as  fully  as  we  could  have 
desired. 

Two  teachers  of  grade  A  were  employed  during  the  winter  term ; 
24  of  grade  B  ;  62  of  grade  C  ;  and  126  of  grade  D— 214  in  all. 

During  the  succeeding  summer  there  was  a  slight  numerical  falling 
oft  in  the  higher  grades,  but  an  increase  in  the  number  of  teachers  of 


*In  the  tables  contained  in  the  body  of  this  Report,  all  calculations  and  ooTnpari«K>ns 
inYolying  poj^ulation  are  based  on  the  census  of  1881.  D.  A. 
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the  third  class,  swelling  up  the  grand  total  number  employed,  to  the 
exact  figures  of  the  previous  term. 

In  the  matter  of  teachers'  salaries  there  is  nothing  special  to  note. 
The  voting  is  low,  and  will  continue  so,  until  the  teachers  themselves 
form  an  adequate  conception  of  the  importance  and  dignity  of  their 
vacation.  In  croft  guilds  protective  waions  have  been  found  to  be 
feasible,  and  when  wisely  conducted,  mighty  bulwarks  of  defence. 
Unless  the  teaching  fraternity  will  do  likewise,  or  come  to  some 
understanding  on  tne  question  of  rateSj  its  most  cultured  members 
will  retire,  and  the  character  of  the  profession  for  scholarship  and 
skill  must  inevitably  wane. 

Owing  to  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  grade  B  teachers,  the  advanced 
departments  in  a  few  of  the  graded  schools  were  filled  by  teachers  of 
the  second  class.  ThecC  schools  have  been,  and  are,  doing  good  work, 
and  I  should  very  much  regret  to  see  their  efficiency  in  any  way 
impaired. 

The  strength  of  the  staff  has  been  materially  increased  by  addi- 
tional reinforcements  at  the  last  July  examination.  In  addition  to 
the  local  stations,  applicants  hailing  from  this  district  are  also  exam- 
ined at  Sydney  ana  Arichat — five  distinct  stations  of  examination 
thus  contributing,  each  its  quota,  to  the  general  force.  The  number 
of  successful  applicants  was  larger  than  at  any  previous  examination 
since  the  adoption  of  existing  standards.  As  a  rule,  high  averages 
were  obtained.  No.  1  in  order  of  merit  for  the  whole  Province  was 
examined  at  Baddeck.  No.  4  grade  B  was  examined  at  Port  Hood, 
and  SD  was  No.  9.  The  successful  applicants  at  Margaree  Forks  did 
well,  although  their  names  are  not  entered  high  enough  up  on  the 
merit  list  to  be  specially  referred  to. 

A  number  of  our  young  men  have  also  shewn  their  metal  at  public 
examinations  in  other  parts  of  the  Province.  Out  of  three  students 
of  the  Provincial  Normal  School  who  obtained,  last  summer,  a  superior 
gradation  for  excellence  in  professional  work,  one  is  a  native  of  this 
district,  and  two  of  our  teachers  made  exceptionally  high  averages 
at  recent  matriculation  examinations — one  winning  a  bursary  of  $300, 
and  the  other  a  scholarship  worth  $200  a  year  to  continue  for  two 
years — the  latter  being  third  in  order  of  merit  in  a  competition 
keenly  conducted  by  aspirants  from  the  maritime  provinces. 

The  Teachers'  Association  is  in  full  life  and  vigor,  and  continues  to 
be  regarded  with  much  favor.  The  interchange  of  ideas,  and  the 
improved  methods  of  teaching,  and  of  school  organization  presented, 
should  exercise  a  lasting  salutary  influence.  The  programme  con- 
sisted of  addresses,  written  and  mtxi  voce,  with  untrammelled  criticism 
of  views  advanced ;  and  on  the  afternoon  of  the  second  day,  some  of 
the  leading  teachers  present,  gave  their  individual  experience  in 
teaching  the  ordinary  branches  of  a  common  school  education.  This 
is,  I  consider,  an  especially  commendable  feature,  and  will  be  found.  I 
venture  to  say,  eminently  productive  of  favorable  results,  especially 
when  given  by  way  of  dessert,  after  dishes  more  substantial  and  more 
elaborately  prepared. 

I  am  happy  to  say  the  academies  at  Hawkesbury  and  Baddeck, 
exhibit  evidences  of  increased  vitality. 
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All  along  since  the  inception  of  the  existing  Act,  Hawkesbury  has 
kept  in  the  van  of  educational  progress.  The  trustees  have  invariably 
been  gentlemen  of  much  educational  zeal,  and  they  have  been 
generally  fortunate  in  securing  the  best  available  teaching  talent. 
Mr.  Forsyth,  the  present  head  master,  has  held  the  Principalship  for 
four  consecutive  terms.  He  is,  as  you  are  aware,  a  highly  successful 
teacher. 

The  intermediate  departments  is  in  good  hands,  and  so  is  the  primary. 
The  latter  is  however  considerably  overcrowded,  but  as  the  trustees 
promise  additional  accommodation,  it  is  unnecessary  to  dwell  upon  this, 
the  only  unsatisfactory  feature  in  the  Hawkesbury  School. 

A  preparatory  department  having  been  recently  added  to  the 
Baddeck  Academy,  tne  principal  will  now  be  enabled,  not  only  to 
exercise  general  supervision  over  the  whole  institution,  but  also  to 
have  the  advanced  departments  confined  to  pure  academic  work. 
Greek,  Latin  and  French  are  taught,  and  a  numoer  of  young  men  and 
women  from  the  village  and  rural  districts  are  now  in  attendance, 
preparing  for  matriculation  and  for  the  approaching  teachers'  examin- 
ation. The  principal,  E.  I.  Torey,  Esq,  B.  A,  is  in  more  respect  than 
one,  a  true  disciple  of  Thomas  Arnold.  He  is  a  genuine  teacher,  and 
having  made  the  highest  grade  A  average  in  the  Province,  at  the  last 
July  examination,  be  has  given  ample  proof  of  his  superior  scholarship. 

As  special  reports  of  these  institutions  are  to  be  hereafter  submitted 
to  you,  it  is  unnecessary  here  and  now,  to  enter  more  fully  into 
details. 

I  beg  respectfully  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact,  that  during  the 
past  year  only  9  sections  in  this  district  participated  in  the  additional 
grant  to  "  Poor  Sections — 2  in  South  and  6  in  North  Inverness,  while 
there  has  been  only  one  in  Victoria.  I  have  no  fault  to  find  with 
some  of  the  wealthiest  of  the  Western  Counties  for  drawing  the  full 
extra  grant  allowed  by  law.  But  when  poorer  Counties  draw  only  a 
trifle,  they  should,  I  think,  be  allowed  a  compensating  **  quid  pro  qtioy 
The  maximum  Special  Grant  is  limited  bv  the  Act  to  $300  annually 
io  each  County.  And  in  the  event  of  the  gross  extra  allowance 
exceeding  that  amount,  each  teacher's  share  is  reduced  pro  ruta.  I 
should  propose,  that  the  words  be  added: — "balance  undrawn  bv 
counties,  shall  be  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  School  Boards  in  sucn 
counties,  to  be  expended  as  aid  in  the  building  and  equipment  of 
school  houses  in  poor  and  sparsely  settled  sections." 

The  announcement  of  the  early  demise  of  the  late  lamented  Hon. 
Dr.  Campbell  clouds  the  concluding  lines  of  this  rejjbrt.  Although  a 
young  man,  the  doctor's  experience  in  Parliament  and  as  a  member  of 
the  local  school  board  extended  over  a  period  of  over  ten  years.  He 
was  a  punctual  attendant  at  the  Commissioners  meetings,  and  his  rare 
ftcuteness  of  intellect,  combined  with  the  suavity  of  manner,  tided  the 
Board,  more  than  once,  over  doubtful  questions  of  law  and  procedure, 
in  relation  to  school  sections  and  other  matters  of  a  perplexing  cha- 
racter. His  marked  personal  magnetism  rendered  nim  a  universal 
favorite,  and  as  a  memoer  of  the  Provincial  Cabinet,  he  was  on  the 
threshold  of  what  appeared,  to  human  ken,  to  be  a  career  of  brilliant 
promise 
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In  conclusion,  I  beg  gratefully  to  acknowledge  my  indebtedness — to 
yourself  personally  for  your  strict  and  prompt  discharge  of  official 
business — to  school  commissioners,  teachers  and  trustees  for  profes- 
sional co-operation,  and  to  the  public  generally  for  the  "  genuine 
highland  welcome"  invariably  accorded  me. 

This  is  the  old  story,  but  like  old  wine,  it  improves  with  age. 

Very  respectfully, 

JNO.  Y.  GUNN. 
To  David  Allison,  Esq.,  Ll.  D., 

Superintendent  of  Education. 


DISTRICT  No.  9.— SOUTH  COLCHESTER  AND  PICTOU. 

D.  H.  Smith,  A.  M.,  Inspector. 

Dear  Sir,— I  beg  to  submit  the  following  report  for  the  school 
year  ended  October  31st,  1882. 

Of  the  196  School  Sections  in  this  inspectoral  district,  29  had  no 
school  during  the  winter,  and  21  during  the  summer  term.  Thirteen 
had  no  school  any  portion  of  the  school  year ;  they  were  Pictou  Island, 
Three  Brooks,  Carribou,  Big  Out,  Knoidart,  Marsh,  Barney  s  River, 
Black  Brook,  and  Game  Valley,  in  Pictou  County,  and  Spring- 
mont.  Union,  Fort  Ellis,  Smithfield,  Upper  Brookfield,  and  Irwin,  in 
South  Colchester.  All  these,  with  the  exception  of  Fort  Ellis,  Picton 
Island,  and  Three  Brooks,  Carribou,  are  weak  and  sparsely  settled, 
and  many  of  them  new  sections,  and  as  yet  are  unprovided  with  school 
accommodation.  The  feud  that  has  existed  for  such  a  length  of  time 
over  the  site  selected  for  a  new  school-house  in  Three  Brooks  Section, 
North  Pictou,  still  lives,  and  bids  defiance  to  every  effort  that  is  made 
to  adjust  the  difficulties,  and  have  a  school  set  in  operation.  Three 
years  have  elapsed  since  there  has  been  a  regularly  organized  school 
in  the  section,  and  the  prospects  of  its  re-establishment  in  the  near 
future  are  not  at  all  encouraging.  At  every  regular  meeting  of  the 
Board  of  School  Commissioners  for  several  years,  the  case  has  been 
brought  up  with  a  view  to  the  reconciliation  of  the  parties,  and  the 
settlement  of  the  difficulty.  So  far,  however,  they  have  proved 
inexorable,  and  ag^yet  no  satisfactory  results  have  been  reached.  We 
trust  that  in  the  'course  of  another  year,  a  flourishing  school  will  be 
established  in  Big  Gut  Section.  Its  rapid  increase  of  population, 
caused  by  the  location  of  the  glass  and  other  works  in  that  vicinity, 
should,  1  think,  warrant  such  at  once.  As  for  the  other  sections  in 
which  there  was  no  school  for  the  year,  school  will  be  opened  in  them 
as  soon  as  accommodation  is  provided. 

The  number  of  schools  in  operation  in  the  winter  term  was  212,  in 
summer  224.  In  the  summer  term,  a  regularly  organized  school  was 
started  tor  the  first  time  in  Big  Woods,  No.  46  Section,  South  Pictou. 
The  schools  in  Pictou  Town  have  been  increased  to  1 2  departments  by 
the  formation  of  two  additional  grades  in  the  lower  schools,  and  the 
establishment  of  a  department  devoted  to  the  teaching  of  Drawing,  in 
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the  Academy.     A  division  of  the  Primary  grade  has  been  made  in 
Westville  Schools,  forming  a  primary  and  an  advanced  primary. 

The  number  of  teachers  employed  in  the  winter  term  was    220 
holding  licensee  as  follows ;  * 

Male,  Female, 


ABCD  ABCIJ 

4        32       30        8  0        10       81        6r> 

In  Summer,  228,  viz  t 

Male*  Female, 


ABCD  ABCD 

5         23       28        8  2  G        83        73 

During  the  winter  term  125  were  engaged  in  the  same  section  a9 
they  were  the  term  previous,  72  removed  to  new  sections  and  23  were 
engaged  for  the  first  term.  In  summer  139  remained  in  the  same 
section  as  during  previous  term,  73  were  engaged  in  new  sections  and 
16  were  new  teachers. 

Of  the  male  teachers  who  taught  during  the  summer  term  holding 
A  and  B  licenses,  only  11  in  the  whole  district  have  been  in  the  pro- 
fession over  seven  years,  while  of  the  female  who  taught  the  summer 
term,  holding  A,  B  and  C  licenses,  only  30  have  been  teaching 
upwards  of  this  term.  The  smallness  of  the  number  thus  employed 
compared  with  the  whole  number  engaged  in  the  work  is  what  we 
might  expect  when  we  consider  the  limited  remuneration  they  receive 
for  tbeir  services.  The  average  salary  of  grade  A-^not  employed  as 
an  academic  teacher— and  B  male  teachers  in  this  district  was  $395.88^ 
of  C.  $262.34,  of  D,  160.88,  while  that  of  female  teachers  of  corres- 
ponding grades  is  still  lower,  being  for  the  first  $269.78,  for  the 
second  $234.70,  and  for  the  third  $164.13.  Certainly  such  rates  of 
salary  can  afiford  little  or  no  inducement  for  persons  of  ability  and 
energy  to  enter  or  remain  in  the  profession  unless  it  be  done  for  a 
temporary  expedient.  If  this  be  the  case  there  must  ever  be 
exhibit^  a  lack  of  interest  in  the  work,  and  consequently  we  need 
not  look  for  any  result  other  than  failure.  But  we  trust  we  have  now 
reached  the  low  water  mark  of  rates,  and  that  hereafter  the  current 
will  be  in  the  other  direction.  Already  the  supply  is  becoming 
reduced,  and  in  cases  it  is  difficult  to  secure  teachers  to  fill  vacancies 
at  the  rate  of  salary  offered.  It  does  indeed  appear  to  me  that  the 
time  has  come  to  refuse  absolutely  the  granting  of  Permissive  licenses. 
In  some  sections  trustees  refuse  to  emplo}'  a  teacher  unless  hLs  services 
can  be  seemed  at  a  mere  pittance.  Indeed  in  some  sections  under  the 
present  mode  of  distributing  the  county  money,  so  miserably  low  are 
the  salaries  of  the  teachers  employed,  that  the  trustees  actually  make 
money  out  of  their  school.  But  this  state  of  matters  cannot  now 
long  exist  if  '*  Permissives  "  are  no  longer  granted. 

The  number  of  pupils  registered  for  the  Winter  Term  was  9132, 
making  a  grand  total  days'  attendance  of  591^11  days,  and  an  average 


46  REPORTS  OF  INSPECTORS. 


of  5105.13,  which  gives  nearly  56  p.  c.  of  the  enrolled  scholars  present 
daily  while  the  schools  were  in  operation.  In  summer  the  number 
registered  was  9680,  the  grand  total  days*  attendance  570.391  and 
daily  average  5320.86,  giving  a  percentage  of  nearly  55  of  those  en- 
rolled present  daily.  The  total  number  of  different  pupils  at  school 
during  the  year  was  11,187. 

The  attendance  this  year  as  shown  above  is  somewhat  better  than 
that  of  previous  years.  This  is  especially  the  case  in  Pictou  County, 
and  although  our  schools  in  this  particular  are  not  what  those  most 
deeply  interested  in  them  would  like  them  to  be,  yet  it  does  appear 
that  the  great  bulk  of  the  people  are  satisfied.  Mr.  Harrington's  Bill, 
which  was  distributed  throughout  the  district  just  before  the  last  annual 
school  meeting,  with  the  view  of  securing  an  expression  of  opinion 
relative  to  the  advisability  of  enacting  such  measure,  met  with  dis- 
approval of  a  very  large  majority  of  the  sections.  It  may  be  there 
was  a  misconception  as  to  the  purpose  for  which  the  copies  of  the  Bill 
were  distributed.  I  believi*  such  was  the  case.  Certainly  there 
cannot  be  the  least  doubt  that  the  enactment  of  such  a  measure  and  its 
adoption  by  the  different  sections  in  which  careless  and  indifferent 
parents  reside  would  have  a  very  salutary  effect  upon  the  attendance 
in  such  schools. 

As  regards  the  work  in  our  schools  I  think  we  have  every  reason  to 
take  encouragement.  There  is  evidently  more  enthusiasm  and  life 
infused  into  it  and  a  steady  advance  is  quite  perceptible.  Much  of  the 
work  done  is  laethodic  and  exact,  and  reflects  very  great  credit  upon 
our  teachers.  The  good  effects  of  a  thorough  training  at  the  Normal 
School  are  now  making  themselves  felt  in  our  schools.  Could  we 
secure  compulsory  attendance  of  our  teachers  upon  that  Instituton,  so 
as  to  give  the  country  a  uniform  system  of  teaching  in  connection 
with  the  Course  of  Study,  which  goes  into  operation  this  year,  much 
would  be  done  towards  facilitating  the  work  and  increasing  the 
efficiency  of  our  schools*  I  tmst  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  thin 
may  be  done* 

New  school  houses  have  been  erected  in  Loch  Broom,  Loading 
Ground,  Bailey's  Brook  and  Yale  Colliery  Sections.  The  trustees  of 
Fox  Brook  have  been  unable  to  proceed  with  the  erection  of  their 
house  in  consequence  of  the  dissatisfaction  which  has  arisen  among 
the  ratepayers  with  regard  to  the  site  sanctioned  by  the  commissioners. 
The  matter  will  oome  before  the  doard  of  Commissioners  at  thdr 
next  annual  meeting,  when  we  trust  it  will  be  satisfactorily  adjusted^ 
and  the  trustees  empowered  to  proceed  with  their  work.  Lismore 
section  has  selected  and  purchased  the  site,  voted  a  sum  of  money  to 
be  levied,  and  will  build  the  next  summer.  Hodson  has  decided  to 
make  a  thorough  repair  and  reseat.  C<dlege  Lands  has  tak^i  no 
action  to  improve  its  school,  either  by  repair  or  by  erecting  a  new 
house,  and  it  now  remains  with  the  Superintendent  to  withold  the 
grants.  New  houses  are  very  much  neeaed  at  Carribou  River,  Toney 
River,  Pleasant  Valley  and  Albion  Mines.  The  present  are  becoming 
dilapidated  throtq^h  age  and  fail  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the 
law.  Hopewell  has  made  provision  for  the  enlargement  of  its  house 
so  as  to  secure  (the  section  a  graded  school  or  two  apartmeats. 
T^raro  and    New    Glasgow  are  taking  steps  to  erect  new  heosee. 
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Additional  school  room  has  been  long  needed  in  New  Glasgow.  For 
a  number  of  years  the  primary  department  in  the  Brown  School 
House  has  been  conducted  in  an  apartment  entirely  too  small  for  the 
purpose.  We  trust  that  under  the  enterprising  superintendency  of 
Councillor  Carmichael  this  state  of  matters  will  not  be  allowed  to 
exist  any  longer  than  possible. 

For  further  information  regarding  the  schools  in  this  district,  I 
beg  to  refer  you  to  my  notes  of  inspection  and  monthly  reports, 
which  I  have  already  forwarded,  and  to  the  accompanying  statistical 
tables. 

In  submitting  this,  my  final  report,  I  must  here  record  my  appreci- 
ation of  your  kindness  and  courtesy  in  our  ofBcial  intercourse,  and 
express  the  desire  that  you  may  be  long  spared  to  continue  the  work 
which  you  are  now  so  energetically  performing.  I  would  also 
acknowledge  with  gratitude  the  assistance  rendered  me  in  my  work 
by  the  Commissioners  of  the  several  districts  and  the  hospitalities 
ever  shown  me .  by  the  people  in  the  country  while  visiting  the 
schools  in  their  respective  sections ;  nor  can  I  forget  to  record  my 
appreciation  of  the  kindness  and  regard  exhibited  by  the  teachers  of 
this  inspectoral  district,  when  making  my  official  visits  to  their  schools, 
and  the  cordial  manner  in  which  they  uniformly  received  any  sugges- 
tions I  had  to  ofier  in  relation  to  their  work. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

D.  H.  SMITH, 

Inspector  Die,  Ni      ^ 
To  David  Allison,  Esq.,  Ll.  D., 

Superi/nt&ndent  of  Education. 


DISTRICT  NO.  10.— NORTH  COLCHESTER  AND  CUMBER. 

LAND. 

W.   D.  Mackbnzib,   Inspector. 

Sir. — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  r^ort  for  the  school 
year  ended  October  31st,  1882. 

By  the  tables  of  statistics  already  forwarded  vou  will  notice  that 
there  has  been  good  progress  in  Education  in  this  District,  and  very 
especially  in  the  County  of  Cumberland,  which  for  the  first  time  in 
its  historv  has  had  but  three  schools  vacant  during  the  entire  year. 
No.  10  division  of  Colchester  showsA  one  school  vacant  during  the 
entire  year,  and  I  have  little  hope  of  being  able  to  report  this  school 
in  operation  next  year,  as  the  section  has  bat  five  children  of  school 
age,  and  is  not  near  enough  to  admit  of  amalgamation  with  the 
adjoining  section. 

Ijookina  at  the  Winter  term  alone  in  District  No.  10,  ourappearanoe 
is  not  so  UKVOtable.  The  Winter  was  the  most  severe  in  the  history  of 
the  Fkovtnea  In  some  cases  teacher  and  pnpils  made  their  way  to 
school  on  sncrw««hoes.  Roads  were  blocked  tor  weeks  and  several 
schools  Were  dosecl  entiiilj  after  being  open  for  some  time  at  be^ 
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ginnino^  of  term.  By  a  glance  at  the  tables  you  will  observe  that 
small  children  (and  the  weakly  ones)  were  debarred  from  attendance 
during  the  entire  winter,  Some  female  teachers  found  themselves 
unable  to  walk  any  distance  from  their  boarding  places  to  school 
rooms  when  the  snow  became  so  deep,  and  were  in  consequence 
obliged  to  give  up  their  schools.  The  work  of  inspection  was  also 
much  impeded,— indeed  more  so  than  in  any  previous  winter.  One 
of  the  storms  blocked  me  at  Wentworth  for  nine  days,  and  I  got  away 
then  only  by  putting  my  horse  and  sleigh  on  the  train.  While  travel 
Was  impossible  I  occupied  part  of  the  time  writing  to  boards  of 
trustees  in  whose  sections  there  had  been  no  school  the  previous  term, 
notifying  them  that  the  law  would  be  enforced  unless  their  schools 
should  be  in  operation  the  following  summer  term.  Partly  in 
consequence  I  presume  statistical  tables  show  145  schools  in  session 
this  summer,  as  compared  with  133  last  summer,  and  5,655  registered 
pupils  as  compared  with  5,239  the  previous  summer,  The  above 
numbers  are  for  Cumberland  alone.  In  North  Colchester  we  show  65 
schools  in  operation  this  summer  as  compared  with  62  last  summer, — 
a  gain  of  3,  and  a  registered  attendance  of  2,815  compared  with 
2,709.  In  one  of  the  sections  vacant  in  Cumberland  during  term 
just  closed,  it  is  but  fair  to  state  that  the  trustees  made  every  effort  to 
secure  a  teacher,  and  my  own  endeavors  were  also  unsuccessful.  So 
great  was  the  demand  this  summer  that  both  Cumberland  and 
Colchester  were  drained  of  their  teachers,  and  I  was  obliged  to 
advertise  in  one  of  our  city  papers  in  order  to  till  our  schools.  From 
communications  received  from  nearly  all  parts  of  the  district,  I  am 
safe  in  saying  that  very  few  schools  will  be  closed  during  the  present 
winter  term.  It  is  possible  the  Fox  Island  section  may  be  without  a 
school.  The  section  requires  a  grade  B,  or  C,  male.  After  the 
trustees  had  been  disappointed  in  their  efforts  to  secure  a  teacher,  I  a 
few  davs  aoro  forwarded  an  advertisement  to  the  Halifax  Chronicle 
but  have  not  yet  learned  the  result. 

New  Buildings, — At  the  present  time  there  are  completed  and  in 
course  of  erection  twelve  new  school  buildings :  1  in  North  Colchester, 
3  in  Parrsboro',  and  8  in  Cumberland.  I  believe  they  are  all  built 
according  to  plans  forwarded  to  me  by  yourself,  and  as  details  of 
light,  ventilation,  &c.,  have  been  carefully  carried  out,  these  new 
buildings  will,  in  all  cases,  meet  the  advanced  educational  and 
hygienic  requirements  of  the  present  day. 

EdncatioTial  Interest  seems  to  have  a  healthy  growth*  I  believe 
in  this  respect  Economy  and  Londonderry  still  continue  to  take  the 
lead.  They  employ  the  most  expensive  labor,  have  the  finest  and  best 
kept  buildings,  the  most  thoroujh  equipment,  and  show  the  steadiest 
and  proportionally  largest  attendance.    There  are,  of  course,  a  few 

{loor  schools  in  these  polling  sections,  but  only  a  few.  Educational 
nterest  received  an  impetus  in  the  Parrsboro'  district,  this  summer^ 
owing  to  the  meeting  of  the  Teachers'  Association  in  June.  Notwith* 
standing  it  was  held  during  a  week  of  great  political  excitement,  the 
pubic  lecture  by  the  Superintendent  of  Education  in  Rink  Hall,  a 
very  large  building,  was  so  crowded  that  many  persons  were  unable  to 

Sit  a  seat,  and  went  away  in  consequence.    75  teachers  were  present 
e  first  afternoon — a  larger  number  than  we  have  ever  had  before. 
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Principal  Calkin's  presence  was  much  appreciated.  I  may  mention 
that  owinpf  to  our  proximity  to  the  P.  E.  A.  meeting  at  Truro,  which 
in  interest  and  importance  overshadows  the  local  associations,  it  is 
only  by  the  greatest  exertion  we  are  able  to  secure  even  a  moderately 
larp^e  attendance.  It  has  transpired  that  in  nearly  all  cases  trustees 
decidedly  object  to  the  teacher  attending  both  associations,  and  this 
will  account  for  the  fact  of  so  few  who  attended  the  meeting  at 
Parrsboro*  being  enrolled  at  the  Provincial  Association  at  Truro.  I 
will  here  state  a  fact  without  note  or  comment :  Teachers  who  attend 
associations  are,  with  but  very  few  exceptions,  the  aticcessful  ones. 
Our  next  associational  meeting  is  to  be  held  at  Acadia  Iron  Mines  in 
June,  1883. 

Money  Vote, — It  will  be  noticed  that  in  Cumberland  the  amount 
voted  at  annual  meeting  for  school  purposes  (not  including  building 
and  repairs)  is  $13,547,  or  $1,347  more  than  last  year,  and  $2^40 
more  than  year  before.  North  Colchester  voted  $5,302.34,  or  about 
8300  more  than  last  year. 

Effijciencg,  cfec.,  of  Schools. — As  reported  last  year,  I  continue 
to  find  a  gratifying  increase  in  the  efficiency  of  the  great  major- 
ity of  the  schools,  largely  owing  to  (1)  the  general  adoption  of 
the  new  Course  of  Study,  which  has  been  in  operation  in  my 
district  for  nearly  eighteen  months ;  and  (2)  the  growing  tendency 
on  the  part  of  trustees  to  retain  in  their  service,  during  con- 
secutive terms,  teachers  who  are  even  moderatelv  successful.  A 
plod<Iincr  teacher  is  found  to  do  better  work  in  three  terms  in  the 
same  school  than  a  brilliant  one,  well  accomplished,  in  three  difierent 
schools  in  the  same  time,  and  I  am  glad  to  say  trustees  are  recognizing 
and  acting  on  this  important  truth.  In  all  cases  where  I  have  an 
opportunity,  I  continue  the  endeavor  to  induce  trustees  to  employ  for 
tne  year  instead  of  for  the  term.  Some  of  the  graded  schools  are 
doing  very  superior  work.  Among  the  most  successful,  I  may  men- 
tion Amherst  Graded  School  and  Academy,  Acadia  Iron  Mines,  and 
Parrsboro*.  Those  at  Great  Village,  Folly  Village,  Tatamagouche^ 
Oxford  and  Pugwash  are  in  all  respects  satisfactory.  At  Central 
Elconomy  and  Wallace,  though  the  Principals'  departments  were  all 
that  I  could  desire,  the  elementary  ones  were  not  by  any  means  satis- 
factory. In  both  cases  trustees  were  notified.  The  Point  school  con- 
nected with  Central  Economy  was  quite  successful.  Miss  Burning 
has  taught  the  school  a  number  of  terms.  The  Spring  Hill  Mines 
Graded  School  which  has  now  four  departments,  has  made  a  long 
progressive  step  this  year,  since  the  adoption  and  grading  according  to 
the  Course  of  Study.  The  third  class,  taught  by  Miss  Bell,  is  especi- 
ally deserving  of  mention.  I  believe  the  change  in  these  schools  is 
very  largely  due  to  Mr.  Conway,  who  has  spared  no  pains  in  his 
endeavors,  as  secretary,  to  carry  out  my  instructions.  The  new  wing 
for  Class  1  (Primary)  built  this  year,  cost  about  $800.00.  Acadia 
Iron  Mines  continues  to  lead  the  four  department  schools  of  the  dis- 
trict The  trustees  here  pay  good  salaries,  and  have  teachers  to 
correspond,  and  they  keep  the  same  stafi*  term  after  term,  except  an 
occasional  change  of  principal.  Mr.  Hutchinson,  secretary,  had  the 
building  thoroughly  renovated,  and  repaired  inside  and  out  during 
vacation.     By  communication  from  him  a  few  days  ago,  I  am  informed 


50  REPORTS  OF  INSPECTORS. 


the  trustees  have  employed  an  additional  teacher,  so  that  the  school 
now  becomes  one  oi  five  departments,  ranking  with  Parrsboro'  in 
number  of  teachers,  but  vastly  superior  in  its  building,  furniture,  and 
appliances.  The  schools  at  Parrsboro'  under  Principal  Johnson,  have 
done  excellent  work.  A  new  building  at  the  east  end  of  the  section 
is  nearly  completed.  Many  of  the  schools  in  the  rural  sections  are 
also  doing  well.  Those  marked  best  in  a  memo,  this  summer  are 
departments  taugh^  by  Miss  Roxanna  Rutherford,  F.  Amelia  Blair, 
Alma  Copp,  Minnie  J.  Schurman,  M.  Scanlan,  J.  R.  Johnson,  and  S. 
J.  ArchibEtld.  Many  of  the  teachers  since  the  adoption  of  the  Course 
of  Study  are  making  effoiis  towards  self-improvement,  in  order  to 
keep  up  with  the  requirements  of  to-day.  Cumberland  sent  18 
teachers  to  the  Normal  School  this  term,  and  a  proportionally  larger 
number  went  from  North  Colchester.  The  growing  interest  in  the 
orna^aentation  of  school-rooms  and  surroundings,  which  I  reported 
last  year,  still  goes  on,  and  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  do  all  I  can  to  en- 
courage the  cultivation  of  the  beautiful,  as  well  as  the  intellectual. 

The  Course  of  Study  was  introduced  in  this  District  inlmediately 
on  its  adoption  by  the  Provincial  Educational  Association  in  July, 
1881,  and  whatever  measure  of  success  we  have  achieved  since  that 
time  is  very  largely  owing  to  having  closely  followed  this  Course  in 
all  its  essential  points,  and  I  have  yet  to  learn  of  a  single  complaint 
against  it.  Teachers,  pupils,  trustees  and  parents  are  alike  satisfied 
that  the  introduction  of  this  Course  of  Study  marks  a  long  forward 
step  in  the  educational  progress  of  Nova  Scotia.  It  facilitates  the 
work  of  inspection  also  to  an  extent  that  Inspectors  cannot  fail  to 
appreciate. 

Branches  Taught. — All  the  branches  usual  to  common  schools  are 
fairly  well  taught.  I  continue  to  insist  that  whatever  else  is  done, 
Reading,  Writing  and  Arithmetic  must  be  taught  as  thorouglv^as  the 
ability  of  the  teacher  will  permit.  We  have  given  this  year  a  lar^re 
measure  of  attention  to  practical  work,  as  distinguished  from  that  of  a 

fmrely  literary  character,  and  in  this  North  Colchester  leads  Cumber- 
and.  During  the  winter  the  district  shows  749  pupils  studyinr^ 
Agricultural  Chemistry.  This  is  not  the  place  to  discuss  the 
importance  of  teaching  the  elements  of  scientific  farming,  but  I 
beg  to  express  a  hope  that  soon  a  Chair  of  Agriculture  will  be 
established  in  connection  with  the  Normal  School,  Truro.  In  this 
New  Brunswick  has  got  ahead  of  us.  A  Professorship  of  Agriculture 
has  been  established  in  Sackville  College. 

Industrial  Drawing. — I  include  Industrial  Drawing  with  practical 
work  and  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  a  total  of  2778  pupils  in  this 
branch.  The  visit  of  Walter  Smith  to  the  Province  last  summer,  and 
his  public  lectures  and  lessons  to  the  members  of  the  Provincial  Edu- 
cational Association,  have  awakened  a  lively  interest  in  this  important 
branch,  and  have  set  right  many  false  notions  regarding  it.  Charles 
G.  Leland,  in  the  October  Century,  points  out  the  absolute  necessity  of 
Industiial  Education  in  public  schools,  owing  to  the  present  decay  of 
the  apprentice  system  in  America,  and  quotes  the  assertions  of  experi- 
enced and  practical  men  that  in  nine  trades  out  of  ten  the  boy  who 
can  draw  has  a  vast  advantge  over  one  who  can  not.  In  mv  visita- 
tion this  summer  I  gave  a  lesson  in  every  school  where  the  teacher 
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desired  it.  Very  fair  specimens  of  original  design  were  sent  me  at 
close  of  ibis  term  from  Acadia  Iron  Mines  schools.  Some  of  them  I 
forwarded  to  you.  Perhaps  the  best  Drawing  was  done  in  Mr.  Ful- 
ton's school  at  Oxford.    The  Parrsboro  schools  shew  fair  work  also. 

The  study  of  Book-keeping  is  encouraged  particularly  for  winter 
term.  I  am  sorry  to  report  that  nearly  all  schools  in  my  district  are 
below  the  AHthinetic  standard  as  laid  down  in  the  course.  I  have 
directed  teachers  to  give  especial  attention  to  this  branch,  in  order 
that  it  shall  be  brovght  up  to  the  standard  before  the  close  of  term 
ending  April  39. 

teachers*  Returns, — Some  of  the  returns  are  very  neat  and  correct, 
but  the  greater  number  are  slovenly  and  inaccurate.  Col.  29  is  wroi 
in  the  great  majority.  25  is  generally  correct,  but  26  and 
are  not  to  be  relied  on ;  and  I  have  much  trouble  in  verifying  all  re- 
sults in  order  that  no  mistakes  may  appear  in  my  own  returns  for- 
warded to  you. 

The  annual  meeting  vote  on  the  act  to  secure  better  attendance 
shows  a  small  majority  in  its  favor.  It  would  be  adopted  without 
•question  were  its  provisions  more  perfectly  understood. 

The  work  of  inspection  has  largely  increased  in  this  district  within 
the  past  two  years,  and  all  my  energies  are  taxed  to  overtake  it.  The 
oflSce  work  and  correspondence  alone  are  sufficient  to  occupy  one  per- 
son the  greater  part  of  the  time. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  D.  MACKENZIE;. 
To  David  Allison,  Esq.,  Ll.  D., 

Superintendent  of  Education. 
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Report  of  the  Board  of  School  Commissioners^ 


CHAIRMAN'S    REPORT. 


Office  of  the  Board  of  School  Commissioners  | 
FOR  THE  City  of  Halifax.  | 

To  David  Allison,  Esq.,  Ll.  D., 

Superintendent  of  Education/or  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia  : 

Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  you,  for  the  information  of 
His  Honor  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  and  the  Provincial  Government, 
the  following  Report  of  the  Board  of  School  Commissioners  for  the 
City  of  Halifax  for  the  year  ending  October  Slst,  1882. 

The  accompanying  carefully  prepared  tabular  statements  appended 
to  the  report  of  the  Supervisor,  will  present  a  highly  satisfactory 
state  of  efficiency  and  show  a  marked  and  steady  progress  in  general 
usefulness  in  the  schools  under  the  control  of  the  Board. 

It  will  be  seen  from  these  statistics  that  during  the  year,  the  total 
number  of  pupils  registered  was  5,551,  being  a  larger  number  than 
that  of  any  previous  year,  although  the  average  attendance  was  not 
quite  equal  to  that  of  some  previous  years. 

There  has  been  expended  for  all  purposes  in  the  maintenance  of  the 
City  Schools  during  this  year  the  sum  of  $75,045.80.  While  this 
sum,  compared  with  the  total  civic  estimate  of  expenditure,  for  all 
purposes,  may  seem  a  large  one,  I  am  nevertheless  convinced  that  in 
no  direction  can  it  be  materially  reduced.  The  strictest  economy, 
consistent  with  efficiency  and  a  due  regard  for  the  interests  involved, 
has  been  rigidly  practiced,  and  where  a  saving  could  be  effected 
without  injury,  the  Board  has  not  hesitated  to  apply  it. 

The  efforts  to  secure  for  the  High  School,  the  County  Academy 
Grant  for  Halifax  County,  which  were  commenced  last  year,  were 
renewed  during  the  present  school  Year,  with  what  promised  to  be  a 
successful  result.  A  basis  of  agreement,  mutually  satisfactory  was 
suggested,  and  a  copy  of  Minute  of  Council  of  Committee  of  Public 
Instruction  received,  promising  to  arrange  for  a  conference  with  the 
Board,  but  subsequent  changes  in  the  personnel  of  the  Cabinet,  and 
the  important  business  attending  the  local  elections  which  brought 
about  so  many  changes,  all  conspired  to  make  our  efforts  unsuccessful 
and  the  Board  was  reluctantly  compelled  to  hand  the  matter  in  an 
unfinished  state  to  their  successors  in  office. 
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By  resolution  of  the  Board  in  February  last,  it  was  decided  to 
dispense  with  the  teaching  of  Music  in  the  Public  Schools,  Various 
causes  seemed  to  lead  to  this  end,  but  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the 
Board  to  economize  in  what  was  apparently  an  unsatisfactory  branch 
of  study  as  presented,  no  doubt,  largely  helped  to  bring  about  the 
change. 

The  subject  of  introducing  into  the  schools,  the  teaching  of 
Industrial  Drawing,  followed  closely  the  discussion  of  the  question 
just  alluded  to.  The  Superintendent  of  Education  appeared  before 
the  Board,  and  very  warmly  urged  the  claims  of  drawing,  and  the 
great  value  of  the  art  of  design  as  a  part  of  the  curriculum  of  study 
in  the  City  Schools.  Through  his  instrumentality  also.  Prof.  Walter 
Smith,  State  Director  of  Art  Education  for  Massachusetts,  was 
induced  to  visit  the  City  of  Halifax,  and  deliver  a  free  public  lecture 
illustrating  his  methods  of  teaching,  showing  the  value  of  drawing  as 
applied  to  industrial  pursuits,  and  its  power  in  cultivating  and  promot*^ 
ing  the  growth  of  taste  in  a  community.  The  subject  had  previously 
commended  itself  to  the  Board,  and  as  a  result  the  services  of  Miss 
Ottie  A.  Smith,  Teacher  of  Industrial  Drawing  at  the  Normal 
School,  Truro,  a  pupil  of  Prof.  Smith,  and  a  graduate  of  the  Normal 
Art  School  of  Massachusetts,  were  secured.  This  lady  is  engaged  to 
give  a  lessons  to  all  the  teachers  of  the  Public  Schools,  weekly,  who 
when  due  proficiency  in  the  study  has  been  reached,  will  in  their 
turn  be  able  to  impart  the  instruction  thus  gained  to  the  puplis  of 
their  respective  classes. 

A  matter  for  much  congratulation  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  is  the 
settlement  of  the  very  heavy  debt  due  the  Bank  of  Nova  Scotia, 
attributable  to  the  irregular  and  unsatisfactory  way  in  which  the 
City  made  its  payments  to  the  Board.  This  debt  was  made  up  by 
repeated  borrowings,  as  the  City  failed  to  meet  its  obligations,  until 
the  amount  had  at  one  time  reached  upwards  of  S60,000,  and  the 
annual  interest  account,  which  the  Board  had  to  meet  out  of  its 
appropriation,  over  $3600,  By  an  Act  of  the  Legislature,  passed  at 
its  last  session,  the  City  was  empowered  to  fund  its  floating  debt,  and 
in  this  way,  the  Board  was  enabled  to  pay  off  $44,267,26  of  its 
indebtedness. 

A  balance,  not  included  in  the  City's  floating  debt,  of  $9,784,82, 
made  up  of  $4,500^  which  the  City  Council  refused  to  provide  for  in 
its  assessment  for  the  year  1880-81,  and  of  $5,284,82  interest  account 
which  the  City  Treasurer  could  not  legally  recognize,  has  since  beea 
arranged  for,  by  the  preparation  of  a  bill  to  be  submitted  at  the  next 
session  of  the  legislature  to  provide  for  the  funding  of  this  amount 
also. 

During  the  year  1879,  under  the  pressure  of  existing  financial  diffi- 
culties, and  following  the  example  set  by  the  City  of  Halifax,  the 
Board  felt  reluctantly  called  upon  to  reduce  the  salaries  of  its  em- 
ployees, 10  per  cent.  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  present 
satisfactory  state  of  affairs  enables  the  Board  to  restore  the  pay  sheet 
once  more  to  its  full  proportions,  and  that  after  May  1st,  1883,  all  its 
officials  will  be  in  the  receipt  of  full  pay. 

The  High  School  has  continued  to  maintain  its  favorable  progress. 
The  number  of  pupils  in  attendance  has  been  greater  than  in  any  pre- 
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▼ious  year,and  the  results  equally  gratifying.  Some  minor  changes  have 
been  made  in  the  school,  which,  the  Board  trusts,  will  add  to  its  useful- 
ness. The  appointment  of  a  special  teacher  to  the  junior  department  w&s 
thought  to  work  unsatisfactorily,  and  it  was  decided  to  incorporate 
this  branch  more  closely  with  the  High  School  proper.  So  that  the 
senior  pupils  of  the  junior  department  might  be  brought  more  imme- 
diately under  the  supervision  and  teaching  of  the  masters,  from  whom 
they  now  receive  instruction  in  turn. 

The  Annual  Examinations  of  the  City  Schools,  took  place,  as  usual : 
the  junior  departments  in  April,  and  the  High  School  and  senior  depart- 
ments in  July,  at  the  midsummer  vacation.  These  were  all  carried  out 
in  a  satisfactory  and  creditable  manner,  the  thorough  and  exhaustive 
examinations  of  the  High  School  and  senior  departments  being  par- 
ticularly commendable.  The  attendance  of  visitors  was  larger  than 
usual,  and  the  increased  interest  evinced  showed  the  growing  and 
well-merited  confidence  of  the  public  in  our  school  system. 

Night  Schools  were  opened  during  the  winter  months,  in  Beech  St., 
St.  Mary's,  St.  Patrick's,  and  the  Inglis  school-houses,  in  accordance 
with  the  wishes  of  a  large  number  of  petitioners  residing  in  the 
vicinity  of  these  respective  buildings.  In  all  cases  the  attendance 
was  good,  and  quite  warranted  the  outlay — about  one  hundred  dollars 
each — provided  for  them.  Numbers  of  young  men  and  lads,  the 
labour  of  whose  hands  is  required  by  day,  as  bread-winners  for  many 
homes,  have  thus  been  enabled  to  reap  the  benefits  of  a  school 
system  which  the  Board  has  ever  desired  to  make,  in  fact  as  well  as 
in  theory — free  to  all. 

Appended  will  be  found  a  detailed  account  of  the  expenditure  and 
receipts,  with  all  such  other  information  as  to  the  schools  under  the 
control  of  the  Board,  as  will  be  likely  to  interest  the  public. 

In  conclusion  I  have  to  add,  that  the  Commissioners  have  not  been 
without  a  due  regard  to  the  responsible  nature  of  the  trust  committed 
to  their  care,  and  are  conscious  of  many  short  comings  in  the 
fulfilment  of  the  trust,  yet  it  has  been  their  one  desire,  to  carry  out 
the  law  in  a  spirit  of  harmony,  and  with  the  single  purpose  of 
promoting  the  best  interest  of  the  Public  School  System. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  TRENAMAN, 


HAUFAZ  CITT  SCHOOLS.  U 


SUPERVISOR'S  REPORT. 


For  the  Year  ended  31st  October,  1883. 


The  Board  op  School  Commissioners  for  the  City  of  Hjllifax  : 

Gentlemen, — The  following  report  on  the  condition  of  the  Public 
Schools  of  the  City  of  Halifax  for  the  year  ended  October  31st,  1882, 
is  respectfully  submitted : — 

Winter   Term. 

During  the  Winter  Term,  ended  April  SOth,  1S82,  81  Female  and  15 
Male  Teachers  were  employed,  who,  with  the  unlicensed  teacher 
engaged  at  that  time  in  the  Industrial  School,  made  a  total  of  97 
Teachers  engaged  in  the  Common  Schools  of  the  city. 

Of  these,  2  held  the  Academic  License,  Grade  A ;  33  held  a  First 
Class  License,  Grade  B  ;  55  held  a  Second  Clas8  License,  Grade  C ; 
and  6  held  a  Third  Class  License,  Grade  D. 

Summer  Term. 

During  the  Summer  Term,  ended  October  31  st,  1882,  81  Female 
and  16  Male  Teachers  were  employed,  making  a  total  of  97  Teachers, 
as  in  the  former  term. 

Of  these,  2  held  the  Academic  License;  30  held  a  First  Class 
License ;  59  held  a  Second  Class  License ;  and  6  still  held  a  Third 
Class  License,  in  all  97  Licensed  Teachers. 

Winter  Term.     Snmmer  Term. 

No.  of  Licensed  Teachers 

"  Male  Teachers .... 

«•  Female  Teachers .  • 

"  Male  Teachers,  Grade  A . . 

»•  Male  Teachers,  Grade   B . . 

»  Female  Teachers,  Grade  B 

»  Male  Teachers,  Grade  C . . . 

"  Female  Teachers,  Grade  C 

>'  Male  Teachers,  Grade  D . . 

"  Female  Teachers,  Grade  D 


•  •  • 


96 

97 

15 

16 

81 

81 

2 

2 

11 

12 

22 

18 

1 

1 

54 

58 

1 

1 

5 

5 
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PqPILS     REfilSTKttKn. 

The  number  ot  pupils  returned  as  registered  for  the  term  just 
ended  (Oct.  31),  exclusive  of  the  pupils  in  the  High  School,  is  5,051, 
and  the  average  daily  attendance  is  reported  as  3,693.  This  will  give 
a  proportion  of  the  population  of  Halifax  City  at  school  of  about 
1  in  7,  and  an  average  of  about  52  registered  pupils  to  each  teacher. 

The  following  table,  continued  from  TelsI  Report,  exhibits  a  compar- 
ative stfitoiiiciit  <ii  the  number  of  enrolled  pupils,  and  of  the  average 
daily  attendance,  during  the  smniDer  t<-rtii  for  the  years  ended  Oct 
1874,  1875,  1876, 1877,  1878,  1879.  1880,  1881  and  1882. 
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Attandance. 

The  following  figures  show  the  number  of  pupily  registen  d,  and 
the  average  daily  attendance  reported  by  each  Teacher  for  the  Term 
ended  Oct.  31,  1882  :— 

Name  of  Teacher.  Namber  of  Pupils  Registered.  A  v.  daily  attendance. 

Acadian  Schjool. 

A.  E.  Hamilton 33     20.35 

J.  McLeod 39     2G.09 

C.  A.  Payson 60     41.26 

Agricola    Street. 

Ida  Jreighton 40  28.27 

M.  Cunningham 47  38.00 

E.  R.  Curren 55  35.00 

A.  McGregor 44  43.00 

L.  Bowden 92  53.00 

Albro  Street, 

F.  J.  Bowles 54     38.98 

C.  Grahame 41     33.28 

G.  M.  Huggins 38     34.27 

A.  M,  Mason 39     34.00 

S.  W.  Shields 43     33.05 

M.  A.  Johns 43     31.44 

B.  J.  Mitchell 46     39.27 

F.  Theakston 49     36.00 

E.J.  Willis 81     63.72 

L.  W.  Elsdon 90     70.00 

Beech  Street, 

J.  F.  Elliott 54     47.50 

C.  Hosterman 41     29.78 

M.  H.  Grierson 53     40.13 

Brunswick   Street. 

C.  J.  Miller 55  38.40 

K.  Mackintosh 39  24.60 

E.  F.  Richardson 37  25.00 

J.  R,  McArthur 46  32.92 

A.  Logan 41  29.74 

M.  E.  Hamilton 49  35.76 

C.  M.  Gossip 59  39.65 

A.  Putnam 57  42.96 

H.  McGregor 54  37.16 

J.  A.  McCurdy 89  56.00 
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Name  of  Teacher.  No.  of  PupilB  Reffistored.  Ay.  Dally  Attendanot. 

Coburg  Road, 
Z.  E.  Noble 64    ^ 41.00 

Dutch  Village, 

Sister  Caecilia 48     41.00 

IndustHal, 

F   J.  Davidson 31     28.46 

Lochnian  Street 

M.  R.  MeCurdy 38 20.00 

Maynard  Street, 

J.   A.  Smith 48     36.10 

R.  Logan 56     35.00 

Morris  Street 

D.  H.  Burbidge 57 43.00 

F.  A.  Rand 36  24.60 

M.  Waddell 54  40.84 

C.  A.  James  60  46.53 

L.  Silver 51  39.00 

C.  Stuart 55  37.20 

F.  Peters 48  35.00 

J.  Cunningham 42  28.50 

E.  Adams 47  35.81 

B.  Strattan 52  39.11 

A.  Mutch 64  42.20 

National, 

F.  Andrews io  28.84 

A  J.  Mitchell 37  24.50 

K.  Caldwell 58  41.90 

A.  M.  Alexander 64 52.00 

Poor   Aaylv/m. 
L.B,  Shaffer 36     14.00 

Richmond. 

W.T.  Kennedy 44  31.88 

M.  A.  Wyllie 47  31.30 

E.M.  Murray 66  41.00 

I.  Hamilton 76  46.70 
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r  Teacher.                          Na  of  PupilB  Registered.  Ay.  Daily  Attendance. 

Russtll  Street. 

Walsh 69     35.00 

T.  O'Donoghue 96     65.00 

Agatha 50     40.00 

Helena 110     * 90.00 

Summer  Street 

ne  B.  E.  Hibbitts 35     24.00 

OToole 43     33.00 

Hartigan 57     48.68 

ne  C.  E.  Jennison 60     43.34 

St.  Mary's. 

Burke 48     31.80 

Vereker 53     40.39 

>nohoe 46     30.00 

imer 28     20.20 

alsh 40     34.00 

Margaret 82     55.00 

Bernard 37     31.00 

Pius 40     35.00 

Martina 41     36.00 

Angela 46     " 38.00 

de  Chantal 49     •  .39.00 

Ludovica • . . .     81     71.00 

St  Patrick's, 

leam 52     38.05 

Griffin , 64     46.28 

A,  Doyle 58     34.10 

rrey 52     38.41 

)leman , 56     38.00 

llivan 52     36.00 

rten 80     44.00 

linane   50     38.00 

Xavier 37     26.80 

Ambrose 40     36.00 

Regis 44     31.50 

Affleck 49     33.00 

Donovan 45     34,00 

Perpetua 46     36.00 

Cleophas 43     34.00 

Theresa 48     36.80 

Felix 110     90.00 
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Freehand    Drawing. 

Classes  for  the  instruction  of  our  Teachers  in  this  branch  are  held 
every  week  in  the  High  School  building.  For  the  sake  of  greater 
convenience  the  city  is  divided  into  two  main  sections  :  the  Teachers  of 
the  north  and  center  meeting  on  one  day,  those  of  the  south  with 
the  Darthmouth  Teachers  on  the  other.  These  classes  are  so  arranged 
that  each  meets  every  week,  but  on  alternate  Fridays  and  Saturdays. 
Classes  have  been  also  formed  at  St.  Mary  s  for  the  accommodation  of 
bhe  Sisters,  and  at  the  Summer  street  School  for  the  convenience  of 
those  Teachers  from  the  Convent  who  are  employed  by  the  Board. 

It  is  to  be  remarked  here  that  the  extra  classes  at  St.  Mary  s  and 
it  Summer  street  cost  the  Board  nothing ;  the  additional  cost  of  instruc- 
Aon  being  met  by  those  for  whose  benefit  these  classes  were  formed. 

The  attendance  at  the  classes  meeting  in  the  High  School  building 
las  not  been  satisfactory.  The  absence  of  any  resolution  by  the 
Board  at  the  opening  of  the  School  on  the  3rd,  of  September  last, 
naking  attendance  (if  not  compulsory)  at  least  urgently  requested,  has 
t)een  the  cause,  in  my  opinion,  of  much  carelessness  on  the  part  of 
ihose  who  were  to  be  especially  benefited  by  the  gratuitous  instruc- 
tion oflTered. 

Some  there  are  who  do  not  appear  to  appreciate  the  efforts  made  by 
ihe  Commissioners  in  their  behalf ;  and  one  has  even  treated  the  advan- 
tages offered  in  this  respect  with  marked  indifference.  Of  those 
lowever  who  have  attended  regularly,  and  who  manifest  much 
nterest  in  the  instruction  given,  Miss  Smith  reports  very  favorably 
is  to  the  progress  made ;  and  as  a  sequence  of  this,  instruction  in  free- 
land  drawing  is  now  given  in  many  of  the  departments,  whilst  in 
)thers  no  attempt  has  yet  been  made  to  introduce  the  subject. 

New  Course  of  Study. 

The  new  Course  of  Study  issued  by  the  Council  of  Public  Instruc- 
idn  under  the  direction  of  the  Superintendent  of  Edudcation  is  now 
n  the  hands  of  the  Teachers.  The  Course  is  being  gradually  acted 
ipon,  but  it  will  be  in  full  and  successful  operation  only  when  the  Board 
ihall  have  provided  its  teachers  with  the  material  therein  referred  to, 
is  necessary  for  the  successful  teaching  of  th(^  new  subjects  to  be 
Dtroduced.  I  recommend  that  the  subject  of  the  supply  of  certain 
iext  books  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Teachers. 

Renewal  of  Licenses. 

It  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  inform  the  Board  that  Sisters  Bernard 
md  Xavier,  the  two  Vice-Principals  now  in  charge  of  the  Girls' 
Departments  of  St.  Mary's  and  St.  Patrick's  Schools,  voluntarily 
3resented  themselves  for  re-examination  at  the  Provincial  Examination 
for  degree,  held  in  July  last,  and  that  both  were  successful  in  obtaining 
I  renewed  license. 

Sister  Michael,  whose  subsequent  retirement  from  the  City  staff  we 
dl  deeply  regret,  was  also  a  very  successful  candidate  for  renewed 
lionors. 
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The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  lady  teachers  now  employed  in 
our  schools,  who  hold  either  renewed  licenses,  or  diplomas  obtained  in 
1878  and  since,  under  the  recent  and  more  advanced  examination 
tests: 

Agricola  St.  School.  — Mi5s  Ida  Creighton,  Principal,  license  renewed. 

Miss  M.  Cunningham,  license  renewed. 
Miss  L.  Bowden    1881 

Albro  Street. — Miss  F.  Theakston 1882 

Brunswick  St. — Miss  C.  Miller,  Principal,  license  renewed .... 

Miss  K.  Mackintosh,  Vice- Principal,  license  renewed. 

Miss  E.  Richardson ; 1879 

Miss  E.  M.Curren 1879 

LoCKMAN  Street. — Miss  M.  McCurdy ...  1881 

Morris  Street. — Miss  F.  Peters,  Vice-Principal 1878 

Miss  J.  Cunningham 1880 

Miss  C.  James 1878 

Miss  A.  Mutch 1878 

National.— Miss  K.  Caldwell 1882 

Richmond. — Miss  A.  Wyllie 1881 

MissE.  M.  Murray , 1881 

Miss  I.  Hamilton 1881 

St.  Mary's. — Sister  Bernard,  Vice-Principal,  license  renewed  • .  •  • 

Sister  Angela 1881 

Sister  de  Chantal 1881 

Miss  Donohue,  license  renewed 

St.  Patrick's. — Sister  Xavier,  Vice-Principal,  license  renwed .... 

Sister  Regis 1882 

Sister  Perpetua 1881 

Miss  F.  Affleck,  license  renewed 

Summer  Street. — Madame  Jennison 1882 

As  a  similar  statement  will  be  published  from  year  to  year,  it  is 
hoped  that  the  number  of  "  licenses  renewed  "  will  soon  be  largely 
increased.  It  is  very  gratifying  to  notice  also  from  the  above  that  the 
lady  Pincipals  and  Vice-Principals  of  our  most  important  schools  now 
hold  licenses  taken  under  the  advanced  examination  questions  of  the 
last  five  years. 

Brunswick  Street  School. 

The  continued  and  unexampled  success  of  the  Brunswick  Street 
school  under  the  able  management  and  teaching  of  Miss  Miller  as 
Principal,  aided  by  the  thorough  and  very  efficient  training  of  Miss 
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Mackintosh  the  Vice-principal  is  a  subject  upon  which  I  may  warmly 
congratulate  the  Board.  In  proof  of  this  assertion  I  have  only  to 
state  that  of  thirty-two  candidates  from  the  senior  department  of  this 
school  for  Provincial  Licenses  at  the  July  examination,  twenty-nine 
\vere  successful — a  Uigh  School  par  eocceU^nce. 

MoRBis    Street   School. 

Miss  Peters.  Vice-principal  and  teacher  of  the  senior  department  fot 
girls  in  the  Morris  Street  School,  although  young  and  of  limited 
experience  in  school  management,  has  already  established  a  reputation 
as  a  very  successful  t  »acher.  At  the  recent  Provincial  examination 
for  licenses,  Miss  Peters  sent  up  six  candidates  and  all  Were  success*- 
fnl — a  record  this  young  lady  has  great  reason  to  be  proud  of. 

Agricola  Street  School. 

The  AgricoU  Street  School  for  girls,  all  of  whose  departments  are 
marked  high  in  my  notes  of  inspection,  is  particularly  fortunate  in 
having  for  its  Principal  a  giade  B  teacher  of  advanced  scholarship, 
and  of  decided  aptitude  for  imparting  instruction  to  her  pupils.  Miss 
Creighton*s  ability  in  these  particulars,  has  produced  results  of  a  most 
satisfactory  character. 

St.  Mary's  School. 

From  this  excellent  school  for  girls  two  candidates  presented  them- 
selves for  grade  B  ;  one  was  eminently  successful :  the  other,  though 
failing  to  obtain  the  grade  souglit,  renewed  the  license  previously 
held,  ^stcr  Bernard,  the  very  ^ificient  Vice-principal  and  teachei  o^ 
the  senior  girls'  department  has  reason  to  be  proud  of  her  candidates. 

St.  Patrick's  School. 

St.  Patrick'^  has  nine  departments  of  girls,  all  taught  by  active, 
'energetic  and  efficient  teachers.  Owing  no  doubt  to  the  retirement  of 
its  former  Vice-principal  ahd  the  absence  of  j)upi!s  of  the  required 
age,  no  candidates  were  sent  up  this  year  to  the  Provincial  exami- 
nation. The  senior  department  however  is  doing  good  work,  and 
I  feel  quite  sure  that  the  present  Vice-principal  will,  in  due  time, 
pro>e  hetself  a  worthy  successor  to  her  whose  absence  from  the 
teaching  staff  of  the  city  is  much  to  be  regretted. 

►  Summer  Street  School. 

This  school,  so  admirably  presided  ov^r  by  Madame  Hibbitts  of  the 
*•' Sacred  Heart,"  is  in  some  respects  remarkable.  It  has  only  three 
tlepartments  of  girls,  and  vet  the  senior  department,  in  a  few  of  the 
subjects  of  study,  is  second  perhaps  to  no  oti>er  in  the  city.  In  the 
study  of  French  the  school  receives  the  gratuitous  services  of  one  of 
the  teaching  staff  of  the  convent. 
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The  psurenis  of  the  young  ladies  attending  the  senior  department 
are  under  lasting  obligations  to  the  excellent  lady  of  the  "  Saered 
Heart "  who  so  kindly  volunteers  her  good  services  to  further  the 
interests  of  the  pupils  who  attend  this  public  schooL 

RussEL  St.,  Tower  Road,  Acadian. 

The  Russell  Street  School  with  only  two  departroeiits^  the  Tower 
Boad  with  two  departments,  and  the  Acadian  with  three  departments 
of  girls  are  doing  as  well  as  ought  to  be  expected  from  the  material 
at  hand.  These  schools  must  he  considered  only  as  subordinate  to 
larger  ones  and  as  feeders  to  them ;  and  the  rrincipals,  so  called, 
should  not  and  must  not  attempt  work  beyond  their  read).  The 
Tower  Road  should  grade  to  Morris  Street,  as  it  does }  the  Acadian 
should  grade  to  Brunswick  Street,  as  it  does ;  and  the  Russell  Street 
with  its  two  departments,  should  grade  to  St.  Patrick's  or  some  other 
.  school  doing  advanced  work. 

It  will  be  noticed  by  the  foregoing  that  I  have  referred  mainly  ta 
our  Ifiidy  Principals  ;  the  subordinate  teachers  of  the  girls'  departments 
with  but  very  few  exceptions  are  also  faithful,  painstaking  and 
successful  This  statement  is  fully  borne  out  by  my  notes  of  inspec- 
tion and  by  the  satisfactory  results  exhibited  at  the  annual  April 
examinations. 

The  Albeo  Street  School, 

If,  in  addition  to  my  own  observation  from  time  ta  time,  additional 
proof  were  wanted  in  testimony  of  the  efficiency  of  the  Albro  Street 
and  Morrb  Street  Schools  for  boys,  the  high  character  of  the  work 
done  by  the  pupils  sent  up  from  these  schools  to  the  annual  and  semi- 
annual  examinations  for  honors  at  the  High  school,  would  triumph- 
antly funush  the  evidence  required. 

At  the  examination  for  honor  scholarships  in  July  oi  this  year,, 
twenty  candidates  presented  themselves  from  the  Albro  Street 
School.  Of  these,  twelve  were  successful,  one  obtained  marks 
sufficient  to  entitle  him  to  admission  as  a  paying  pupil,  and  seven 
failed. 

The  twelve  successful  candidates  gained  the  follow ing^  percentage 
of  marks,  as  shown  in  tne  Head  Master's  Report : — 

In  Geometry :  100,  96,  84,  81,  80,  80.  79,  77,  75,  72.  69,  60. 
In  Arithmetic :  88,  84,  80,  78,  72,  71,  70,  66,  65,  6S,  60,  58. 
In  Algebra :  56,  56,  52,  49,  48,  45,  44,  44,  41,  40,  40,  40. 
In  Grammar:  80.  74,  71,  70,  69,  58,  55,  53,  50,  49,  40,  40: 
In  History  :  90,  88,  82,  78,  76,  71,  67,  65,  63,  63,  53,  45. 
In  Geography :  80,  74, 71,  70,  69,  58,  53,  50,  49,  40, 40. 

Surely  a  school  that  turns  out  such  work  as  the  above  oogfat  ta 
stand  high  is  the  confidence  and  the  esteem  of  ^e  Board  and  tlte- 
public. 

The  marks  gained  in  Geometry,  that  subject  which,  perhaps  above 
all  others,  xequires  mucb  brain  power,  oughi  to  aatiaiy  the  hardctt' 
to  please. . 
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Some  parents  there  are,  I  suppose,  who  expect  their  boys  to  get 
nuyre  than  100  per  cent,  in  a  subject;  but  reasonable  parents  are 
satiafieJ  with  much  smaller  figures. 

The  failure  of  the  seven  proves  nothing  against  the  school ;  it 
occurred  in  all  eases,  I  think,  in  Algebra,  showing  that  these  seven 
hoj^  had  not  devoted  sufficient  time  to  that  subject,  to  attempt  the 
examination;  their  record  in  the  other  branches  was  good. 

MoBRis  Streeet  School 

Sent  to  the  same  examination  fourteen  candidates  for  honor 
scholarships;  twelve  of  these  were  successful,  one  passed  as  a  paying 
pupil,  and  one  failed. 

The  pereeutage  of  marks  gained  by  the  twelve,  is  as  follows  : — 

In  Geometry :  96,  94,  93,  90,  90,  88,  76,  75,  72,  50,  48,  47. 
In  Arithmetic:  88,  88,  88,  84,  79,  75,  68,  64,  64.  60,  60,  60, 
In  Algebra:  86,  76,  71,  71,  70,  68,  66,  65.  63,  62,  59,  41. 
In  Grammar :  89,  82,  75,  72,  69,  66,  64,  62,  60,  57,  56,  47. 
In  History :  79,  74,  62,  50,  49,  49,  48,  46,  45,  40,  40,  40. 
In  Geography :  88,  80,  80,  75,  75,  75,  73,  72,  65,  58,  57,  56. 

This  record  speaks  for  itself.  Surely  this  school  merits  the  con- 
fidence of  the  public. 

National  School. 

The  National  School  (four  departments  of  boys),  sent  up  10  candi- 
dates for  honors.  Owing  however  to  some  misunderstanding  on  the 
part  of  the  Principal  of  this  school,  as  to  the  subjects  of  examination, 
due  preparation  had  not  been  made  by  the  candidates,  and  as  a  eon- 
sequence  all  failed  to  obtain  the  standard  required  for  honors. 

Richmond  School. 

This  is  a  mixed  school  having  boys  and  girls  in  each  department, 
about  equally  divided  in  numbers.  Mr.  Kennedy  the  very  active 
and  efficient  Principal  has  sent  no  pupils  to  the  High  School  this 
year,  but  candidates  from  his  instruction  are  successful  in  the  more 
difficult  annual  examinations  for  Provincial  licences  to  teach. 

St.  Patrick's  School. 

This  school  including  the  Starr  Street  has  seven  departments  of 
boys ;  it  sent  up  to  the  High  School  examination  for  honors  in  July 
two  candidates.  One  of  these  was  successful,  his  record  being  as 
follows : — 

In  Geometery  91 ;  Arithmetic  62 ;  Algebra  38 ;  Grammer  68 ; 
History  75 ;  Geography  69.  St.  Patrick's  boys'  school  was  for  some 
lime  under  a  cloud,  but  under  the  present  administration  it  is  rapidly 
winning  the  confidence  of  the  nortL 
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St.  Mary's  School. 

This  school  has  six  departments  of  boys,  but  it  sends  wp  no  candi- 
dates for  honor  scholarships  in  the  High  School.  There  is  no  rivalry 
between  this  and  the  other  schools  of  the  city,  hence  there  is  less 
vitality  than  in  those  already  referred  to.  The  Principal  is  a  gentle- 
man of  good  scholastic  attainments  however,  and  if  placed  under  moro 
favorable  circumstances  than  those  that  surround  him  in  his  present 
position,  he  would  produce,  I  am  quite  sure,  more  satisfactory  results. 

In  fact,  in  the  matter  of  public  examinations  and  of  annual  com- 
petition with  boys  from  other  schools,  the  Principals  both  of  St.  Mary's 
and  St.  Patrick's  labor  under  disadvantages  that  do  not  operate  againsi 
the  head  masters  of  the  other  large  schools  for  boys — disadvantages 
arising  chiefly  from  the  too  early  withdrawal  from  the  class-room  of 
many  who  are  required  to  assist  their  parents  in  the  battle  of  life,  in 
the  support  of  those  who  are  near  and  dear  to  them. 

Russell  Street  Soiool. 

The  Russell  Street  School  has  two  departments  of  boys,  the  one 
primary  the  other  somewhat  more  advanced. 

Beech  Street  School. 

The  Beech  Street  is  doing  work  of  a  character  similar  to  that  of 
the  Russell  Street. 

Maynarz>  Street  School. 

The  Maynard  Street  School  of  two  departments  is  under  the  care- 
ful and  efficient  management  of  two  faithful  veterans  in  the  service. 
These  gentleman  are  doing  good  work  for  the  Board  in  a  difficult 
position.  Their  task  is  a  hard  one,  yet  I  have  pleasure  in  reporting 
th3ir  services  as  most  faithfully  and  conscientiously  performed. 

High  School  Matriculation  Examinations. 

An  examination  for  Honor  Scholarships,  and  for  admission  as  pay^ 
ing  pupils,  w^as  held  June  30th  and  July  1st,  1882>  under  the  follow- 
ing Regulations : — 

For  Candidates  for  Honor  Scholarsbips,  and  for  paying  pupils  who  do  not 
propose  to  follow  the  Classical  Course: 

Ist.     History  of  Novh  Scotia  and  outlines  of  English  History^ 

2nd.  To  write  in  a  fair  band  and  correctly  spelled^  a  short  E^say  on  anjr 
simple  subject  selected  by  tbd  Examiners. 

3rd.  The  ordinary  rules  of  Arithmetic,  Vulgar  and  Decimal  Fractions; 
Proportion,  Extraction  of  the  Square  Root,  Interest,  Discount,  Profit  and 
Loss. 

4th.     English  Grammar,  including  Parsing  and  Analysis. 

5th.  A  fair  knowledge  of  the  Geography  of  the  Dominion^  and  autlinea 
of  Genera]  Geography. 

6th.     Alj^ebra  to  the  end  of  Fractiona. 
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7tli.     The  first  Book  of  Euclid. 

No  Candidate  shall  l)e  entitled  to  &u  Honor  Scholarship  whose  general 
average  in  all  the  subjects  shall  he  less  than  65  per  cent.  ;  or  who  shall  fall 
below  3 J  |)er  cent,  in  any  one  subject. 

No  Candidate  shall  be  admitted  as  an  out  of  course  pupil,  i,  c,  one  not  fol- 
lowing the  Classical  Course,  whose  general  average  shall  be  less  thau  40  per 
cent.,  or  who  shall  fall  below  25  ]>er  cent. 

For  paying  pupils  intending  to  take  the  Regular  or  Classical  Course  ; 

1.  History  of  Nova  Scotia  and  outlines  of  English  History  to  the  Battle 
of  *•  Bosworth  Field." 

2.  Wiiting  from  dictation — spelling  to  be  correct,  and  handwriting  fair. 

3.  A  fair  knowledge  of  Elementary  English  Grammar,  including  the 
parsing  of  easy  sentences. 

4  Tlie  ordinary  rules  of  Anthmetic,  Vulgar  and  Decimal  Fractions, 
Simple  Proportion,  and  Interest. 

5.  Outlines  of  General  Geography,  with  a  more  particular  knowledge  of 
that  of  Nova  Scotia. 

6.  The  fii-st  25  proyK>sitions  of  the  Frst  Book  of  Euclid. 

No  Candidate  shall  be  admitted  whose  general  avei-age  shall  be  less  than 
40  per  cent.,  or  who  shall  fall  below  25  per  cent,  in  any  one  subject. 

Honor  Scholars. 

The  following  young  gentlemen  obtained  scholarships,  having 
gained  the  general  average  of  65  per  cent. : — 

Name. 

Walter  Abbott 

Charles  F.  Allison 

Fred  T  De Wolfe 

Leslie  Fraser 

Arthur  Gorham 

Charles  T.  Munro 

Charles  G.  Murray 

William  McCulloch 

William  H.  Piers 

Allan  W.  Smithers 

Oscar  Vassnack 

William  B.  Wiswell 

Lovett  Crowell 

Henry  Curtis 

Wallace  H.  Harrington 

Walter  Irwin 

William  Mahar 

J.  W.  McClelland 

Fred.  J.  Newlands , 

Donald  Ross 

Alfred  E.  Smith 

Stanley  Symonds 

George  K.  Warner « « 

Thomas  V.  Woolrich 

William  Coleman 


Age. 

School. 

14 

Morris  Street, 

13 

II 

13 

II 

14 

II 

13 

II 

13 

II 

12 

II 

15 

II 

15 

II 

16 

II 

13 

II 

12 

II 

14 

Albro  Street 

14 

It 

14 

II 

15 

II 

15 

It 

16 

II 

15 

II 

14 

It 

12 

II 

12 

II 

14 

II 

14 

II 

15 

St  Patrick's. 
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Paying  Pupils. 

The  following  obtained  the  requisite  number  of  marks  for  admis- 
sion as  paying  pupils : — 

Name.  Age.  School. 

Alonzo  Foster 14  Morris  Street. 

Jharles  B.  Bowman 14               n 

Clement  B.  Burns 13               n 

Hugh  Johnstone 13               n 

Colin  Mcintosh 11                n 

Hugh  Blackadar 13               n 

Thomas  A.  Bowen 15  Richmond. 

William  Wood 12  National. 

James  F.  Dustan 16  Prep.  Dep.  H.  School. 

D.  G.  Gentles 14             n                 it 

William  U.  Gentles 13             «                 n 

Thomas  McKay ^ 9             «                 n 

The  following  additional  regulation  affecting  candidates  for  admia> 
sion  was  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Commissioners  on  the  9th  Sept. 
1881,  and  is  now  in  force  : — 

Resolved,  That  in  future  examinations  for  admission  to  the  High  School, 
a  percentage  not  exceeding  3  be  added  to  the  general  average  for  exoellence 
in  writing. 

Supplementary  examinations  for  the  admission   of  paying  pupils 

were  held and  August  31st,  when  the  following  candidates 

passed : — 

Name.  Age.  School. 

Ralph  Dimock r 14  Morris  Street 

Charles  Abbott 12  Prep.  Dep.  H.  School. 

Frank  Salter 14  h  m 

Lorenzo  Bell 14  h  h 

Telfer  J.  Gossip 13 
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Dissatisfaction  having  been  expressed  by  certain  parents  having 
90ns  in  the  preparatory  department  of  the  High  School,  on  the 
subject  of  the  non-improvement  of  their  children  in  their  stodiea, 
the  four  teachers  of  the  High  School  proper  determined,  with  the 
concurrence  of  the  Board,  to  assist  the  worthy  and  overtasked  young 
gentleman  in  charge  of  the  class,  by  sharing  with  him  the  labors  of  his 
aepartment.  Accordingly  arrangements  have  been  made  and  are  now 
in  force  by  which  a  portion  of  the  class,  that  is,  the  advanced  pupils, 
are  taught  in  certain  subjects  by  the  teachers  of  the  High  ochool 
proper,  giving  to  the  teacher  of  the  department,  the  junior  pnpils' 
all  subjects,  and  the  senior  boys  in  a  part  of  the  English  subjects  only.* 
This  arrangement  appears  to  be  working  well^  audi  so  far  aa  I  oaa^ 
ascertain,  has  removed  all  dissatisfaction. 


f  r.'siiits   of  the  pcncroiis   rivalrv   nnd 

njii^  till' pii|iiN — ail  irinnlAtion  cvjiieiitly 

till'    Ht'.iil    M.i->ti'r   aii'I   liiH   n-moctate 

jil.-il  of  till-  wimli  i)f  Qirmtiiian  :— 

III   laiH  ('Xi:itft    i|iieiii  gloria  juvet,  qti'i 

Ills  niiiKitii :  lumc   uuink'bit  onjurgatio: 

It  ilt'sMiaiti  iiniii[iiriin  vei'ulior.*' 

yitiy  fi-ntiiro  of  tlie  pnzi?pri:'ientfttion3  was 

\y  tli'i-i'  "!'  tlif  Iliv^  not  on  the  prize  ]i%t, 

;lii»)l-tVlli>ivs — iipplansii  as  Hponliiiieixig,  u' 

M  lioii.iiiihl.'  as  it  is  was  [|i:tiionstrativ«, 

inl-iii>;n^rs.  vlsitoi-s,  aii'l  of  tliosa  («ipi.<cia1ly 

iti"ii:sti,  w.i-i.  I   ii'.;ivt  to  lay,  iinpar'lonaljly 

tioii,— tlii^  ili*fril)iitiim  oF  liimlly-cariied  ami 

i;xi.'>iii)UliL':itioii    of  pil-rt/iii   qiti.    nusrjiit 

n  ti:i   o,ri:i*i.i!i  of  ^'I'eit  intortiHt   Id  pir»i»t^. 

tli'^    liiii>iis:  yot.   Irit    t'tiw    of    thu.stf    w._'r<' 

tli'^ir    I'lrsfiici',   tint    com poti tors   fur    lln 

liuji- 1    t!iit  tlijs'?  whii    wero    absent    ty^i^ 

,    iiiik:;    full     at  i!i<::ii;iit    fui    pat    shot'L 

r^r.-t  tn  till!  Bnnl  tli'it  t1ic  anniin,!  oximin- 
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l^.'siK-L'tfnIly  fiiihuiittf.1, 
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EDUCATION  OFFICE, 

Halifax,  March,  1884. 
Sib.— 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith,  to  be  laid  before 
His  Honor  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  my  Report  on  the  Common, 
Academic,  Normal  and  Model  Schools  of  Nova  Scotia,  for  the 
School  Year  ended  October  31, 1883. 

I  am,  with  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  ALLISON, 

Superintendent  of  Education. 

To  the  Hon.  C.  E.  Church,  M.  P.  P., 

Provincial  Secretary. 
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GENERAL  REPORT,  1883. 


ANNUAL    REPORT 


OK   THB 


COMMON.   ACADEMIC 


AND 


Normal  and  Model  Schools  of  Nova  Scotia, 


To  His  Honor  Matthew  Henry  Richey,  Esquire, 

Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia : 

May  it  Please  your  Honor, — 

I  beg  to  submit  for  the  consideration  of  your  Honor  and  the 
Legislature  my  sixth  Annual  Report  on  the  Public  Schools  of  Nova 
Scotia.  It  affords  me  pleasure  to  state  that,  taken  as  a  whole,  the 
record  of  the  year  just  closed  is  a  more  than  usually  satisfactory  one. 
In  comparison  with  the  statistics  of  1881-2,  there  is  reported  an 
increase  for  each  term  in  the  number  of  schools  in  operation,  of 
teachers  employed,  and  of  pupils  in  attendance,  as  well  as  a  still 
more  marked  excess  in  the  total  registration  of  the  year.  The  gross 
sum  expended  on  the  erection  and  improvement  of  school  buildings 
much  exceeds  the  average  amount  thus  appropriated  during  recent 
years,  while  there  has  been  a  small  increase  in  the  average  salaries  of 
teachers  of  all  grades.  I  am  pleased  also  to  state  that  the  signs 
alluded  to  in  my  last  Report  of  a  newly  awakened  interest  in  methods 
and  subjects  of  instruction  both  continue  and  multiply. 

In  the  sequel  I  offer  such  comments  and  suggestions  as  the  state 
of  the  various  interests  placed  under  my  supervision  seems  to  invite. 
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STATISTICAL  ABSTRACT. 


1. — School  Sections. 

Total  number  in  Province ^. . ..  1822 

..  II  ,.        1882 1814 


Increase 


Winter. 

No.  of  Sections  without  Schools.  •  •  •       859 
M  II  ..  1882      342 


8 

SmnniM'. 

Yeir. 

234 

107 

246 

133 

Increase 17  Decrease  12  Decrease  26 


2. — No.  OF  Schools,  Pupils,  Teachers,  &c. 

Winter.  Sammer. 

Total  No.  of  Schools  in  operation 1844  1043 

H             n                     II              1882....       1820  1910 


Increase    24       Increase . .     33 

ToUl  No.  of  Registered  Pupils 79091  81 803 

I.  ,.  „  1882 76888  81196 


Increase    2203      Increase . .  667 

Total  No.  different  Pupils  during  year 98307 

N  II  It  1882 95912 


Increase 2395 

Winter.  Samner. 

Total  No.  of  Teachers  and  Licensed  Assist- 
ants employed    1911  2011 

II  .1  II  1882     1890  1975 


Increase  •  •  •  • 21       Increase . .     36 


3. — Proportion  or  Population  at  School,  &c. 

Winter.  Sumner. 

Proportion  of  Population  at  School 1  in  6.5  1  in  5.3 

II                     II                        11     1882..1in5.7  1  in  5.4 


Increase ,.  .1  in  200      Inc. .  1  in  660 


XDTTCATiaK— BTTlJBKlNTENDENf'S   HCPORt. 


Hi 


SVoportion^  Popukktfioii  at  School  during  year, 


-II 


'i; 


1882 


1  in  4.4 

1  in  4.5 


Increase-., . .  •, .- ...>,..  J  in  184 


1^0.  of  Piipfls  ^ily  present  9n  van  average 

lor  time  4n  session 45031 

1882 42504 


II 


-w 


Mi 


lacreaae 


<• '•  •  • '•  •  '«*'*  •  *• 


^o.  of  Pupils  daily  present  on  full  term 

average    42508 

«         t.       H    1882 39987 


Increase  ^ 


Percentage Puptls  daily  present  on  an  aver- 
age for  time  Schools  were  in  session       S6.9 
11  II  II      1882 . .        55.2 


Increase 


Percentage  of  Pupils  daily  present  on  an 

average  for  full  ierm.^ 

188S.. 


^1 


53.7 
52. 


Increase 


<Grand  total  days'  attendance ...... 4898920 

t.      1882..  4693479 


M 


46269 
44989 


2527   locreasa. .  1280 


43165 
42031 


2521      Increase..  1134 


56.5 
55.4 


1J7      Increase..      l.L 


52.7 
51.7 


i.7       Increase..       1. 


4669091 
4603625 


Increase  ........ ..  205441       Increase . .  65466 


4. — Classification  of  Teachcrs. 


1 

WintOT. 

Samin«r. 

Academic  Grade    •-.•.«.••. 

23 
28 

8 

Inorease« 

29 

II            'II        1S81  .•••«.••..>.<«•.'» 

28 

Decrease 

.      i 

first  Class  (Grade  B)  Male  Teachers  .... 
11                'II                   II                1882 

238 
246 

109 

210 

Decrease 

« 

Decrease 

..   11 

i^irtit  Class  (Grade  6)  Female  Teachers. . 
n                 II                   n               .  1882 

63 
67 

70 

62 

Decrease ■. 

2 

Increase. 

8 
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Second  Claas  (Grade  C)  Male  Teadiers. .         217  170 

rr                          .r                      1^2            242  196 

Decrease 25  Decrease . .     26 

Second  Class  (Grade  C)  Female  Teachers        564  626 

.      rr                    rf                 1882         548  601 

Increase  •  •  •  • •           16  Increase. .       25 

Third  CTass  (Grade  D)   Male  Teacl^rs . .         210  202 

1882        202  180 

Increase 8  Increase. .       22 

Third  Class  (Grade  D)  Female  Teachers . .         561  685 

1882        517  660 

Increase 44  Increase..       16 

Total  No.  Male  Teachers 689  598 

rr                        rr                       718  612 

Decrease  , 29  Decrease  . .     14 

Total  No.  Female  Teachers 1191  1383 

r.                 ft                   1882 1132  1334 

Increase 59  Increase. .       49 

5. — Pebiod  of  Sertice  of  Teachers. 

No.  of  Teachers  engaged  in  same  section . .         953  1 136 

ri             If    1882       1003  1088 

Decrease 50  Increase.  •       48 

No.  of  Teachers  removed  to  another  section        664  630 

rr                 If                 >i             If    1882        605  618 

Increase  c 59  Increase. .       12 

No.  of  new  Teachers « #  •  •  t 263  215 

M           M              1882 242  240 

Increase  .  • 21  Decrease  .  •     25 

7. — Summary  of  Government  Expenditure  in  Purlic  Schools. 

Winter  Term.  BmBBier  Tern. 

Common  Schools $74108  02  $75658  48 

ff             ft        1882 74026  35  75031  87 

Increase $81  67  Increase$621  61 
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County  Academies  $9000  00 

If  H  1S82 7450  00 


Increase $1550  00 


Government  Expenditure  assip^nable  to  Counties $158761  50 

.,11  H  f«        188S..«.   156508  28 


Increase $225*  28 


Inspection  of  Schools • $11450  00 

1882 11600  00 


Decrease $150  00 


Examination  of  Teachers *&36  95 

1882 581  69 


Decrease $^^  74 

Miscellaneous $5324  67 

1882 5157  27 


Increase $137  40 

Government  Expenditure  not  assignable  to  Counties ...  •  $17311  12 

1882     17368  96 


Decrease $57  84 


Total  Oovermnent  Expenditure  in  aid  of  Public  Schools.  .$176072  62 
11  ^  ^  ^  N         1882  173877  18 


Increase $2195  44 


Total  Government  Expenditure  for  Education $186087  62 

ff  II  H  II  1882 184627  44 


Increase $1460  18 


7. — ^TonAL  Expenditure  for  the  Scpport  ^f  Public  Schools. 

Government  Expenditure $176072  62 

JLocai  Expenditure— County  Fund. $120340  12 

AseeK^sment  on  Sections  for  support  of  Sohods  274)a84  iO 
Assessnietii  on   Sections   for   Building  and 

Repairs   42892  iS 

436817  17 


Total  Expenditure  for  Public  Schools .$612889  79 

«  u  41  II  1882 571389  64 

441500  15 
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Of  the  696  female  teachers  of  the  First  and  Second  Classes, 
(Grades  B  and  C,)  employed  during  the  summer  term,  219  have  been 
in  service  for  upwards  of  seven  years  ;  117  for  upwards  of  five  years; 
and  148  for  upwards  of  three  years.  Altogether,  of  the  698  female 
teachers  of  these  grades,  484  have  been  in  the  service  for  more  than 
three  years. 

In  relation  to  sex,  the  teachers  in  the  public  schools  (an  average 
being  struck  between  the  two  terms  of  the  school  year)  are  cla.<>sed  as 
follows  : — Male,  644 ;  female,  1287.  As  compared  with  last  year,  male 
teachers  have  decreased  by  the  number  of  21,  while  those  of  the  other 
sex  have  increased  by  the  number  of  54.  The  constant  increase  in  the 
ratio  of  female  teachers  to  males  is  in  part  to  be  accounted  for  by  the 
fact  that  the  former  in  much  larger  numbers  seek  the  advantages  of 
professional  training. 

The  average  salary  throu^ut  the  Province  for  male  teachers  of 
ihe  First  Class  was  $408.70,  as  compared  with  $388.58  in  1882.  For 
teachers  of  this  class  the  three  highest  averages  were  paid  in  Halifax 
City,  $669 ;  Yarmouth,  $512  ;  and  Halifax  County,  $468.  [n  addition, 
the  following  were  above  the  average : — King's,  $436.90  ;  Hants, 
$428.56;  Colchester,  $417.50  ;  Pictou,  $416  66 ;  Digby,  $415.50  ;  Cape 
Breton,  $411.75  -Cumberland,  $410. 

The  general  average  for  female  teachers  of  the  First  Class  was 
$208.24,  as  compared  with  $288.59  in  1882.  The  highest  averaores 
were,  Cape  Breton,  $430;  Hants,  $380:  Halifax  City.  $375.  The 
Provincial  average  was  exceeded  in  Yarmouth,  $336 ;  Guysborough, 
$335;  Halifax  County,  $liSO ;  Lunenburg,  $313;  and  Cumberland, 
$312. 

The  Provincial  average  for  male  teachers  of  the  Second  Class  was 
$279.06,  as  compared  with  $272.24  in  1882.  The  highest  averages 
were,  Halfax  City,  $450 ;  Yarmouth,  $320 ;  King's,  $316.  For  female 
teachers  of  the  Second  Class  the  average  was  $230.52,  as  compared 
with  $225.55  in  1882.  The  highest  average  were  Halifax  City,  $330; 
Yarmouth,  $278.84 ;  Halifax  County  and  Hants,  $25^. 

The  Provincial  average  for  male  teachers  of  the  Third  Class  was 
$206.07,  as  compared  with  $198.96  in  1882.  The  highest  averagefi 
were  Halifax  City,  $414;  Yarmouth,  $290;  Digby,  $241.  The 
Provincial  average  for  female  teachers  of  the  Third  Class  was  $159.10, 
as  compared  with  $150.17  in  1882.  The  highest  averages  were 
Halifax  City,  $270;  Yarmouth,  $192.64  ;  Shelbume,  $172.47. 


EXAMINATION   FOR  TEACHERS'  LICENSES. 

Table  IX.  contains  the  detailed  statistics  of  the  last  annual 
examination  for  teachers'  licenses.     The  following  is  a  summary : — 

Total  number  of  candidates  examined  in  188!l,  1027;  1882,834; 
increase,  198.  Number  for  Academic  Cla«s,  (grade  A,)  1883,  9; 
1882,  9;  number  successful,  1883,  6;  1882,  6.  Number  for  First 
Class  Licenses,  (grade  B,)  1883,  114  ;  1882,  107 ;  increase,  7:  number 
successful,  1883,  60 ;  1882,  51 ;  increase  9.     Number  for  SecondClaas 
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licenses,  1883,  510 ;  1882,  402 ;  increase,  lO'^ ;  number  successful, 
1882,  175 ;  1883.  192 ;  increase,  17.  Number  applying  for  Third 
Class  licenses  (grade  D,)  1883,  393;  1882,  316  ;  increase  77 ;  number 
successful,  1883,  164;  1882,  120;  increase,  44.  Of  the  whole  number 
of  applicants  for  license,  422  received  the  grade  applied  for,  as 
compared  with  355  in  1882 ;  increase,  67 ;  624  received  licenses  of 
some  gi-ade,  as  compared  with  528  in  1882;  increase,  96 ;  while  408 
failed  in  obtaining  licenses  of  any  kind,  as  compared  with  306  in  1882 ; 
increase,  97.  Of  the  candidates  obtaining  licenses,  69  received  the 
same  grade  as  held  before,  an  increase  of  10,  while  both  3'ears  show 
7  as  sinking  to  a  lower  grade  than  that  previously  held.  The  number 
of  teachers  already  licensed,  but  advancing  to  a  higher  grade,  was 
154,  an  increase  of  2 ;  the  number  of  new  applicants  obtaining 
licenses  was  394,  an  increase  of  84.  It  will  be  seen  that  nearly  50 
per  cent,  of  the  entire  number  of  candidates  either  failed  entirely  or 
simply  maintained  the  grades  previously  held. 


EXPENDITURE.— (See  Tables  XII,  XIII,  XIV.) 

Provincial. 

The  total  Oovemment  expenditure  for  Education  for  the  year 
was  8186,087.12,  as  compared  with  8184,627.18  for  1882,  an  increase 
of  81459.94. 

The  chief  increases  are  in  the  items  of  Common  School  grants  to 
teachers  and  grants  to  County  Academies, — the  former  amounting  to 
8703.28,  the  latter  to  81550.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  expenditures 
for  other  branches  of  the  Educational  service  show  in  the  aggregate 
a  decrease  of  8793.34. 

Under  the  established  principles  of  distribution  the  sum  of  the 
grants  paid  directly  to  teacners  may  be  expected  to  vary  from  year 
to  3*ear,  the  elements  on  which  the  variation  depends  being  the 
number  of  teachers  employed,  the  grades  of  license  held  by  such 
teachers^  and  the  relative  tim>e  schools  are  open. 

The  following  are  the  aggregates  of  thene  grants  for  the  past 
seven  years : — 

1877 8147,574  14 

1878 150.455  97 

1879 151,655  39 

1880 143,493  92 

1881 148,173  50 

1882 149,058  22 

1883 149,761  50 

A  detailed  statement  of  the  distribution  of  the  grants  for  the 
winter  term  of  1882-3  was  published,  as  the  law  directs,  in  the 
Jaumal  of  Education  for  October  last.  A  similar  statement  for  the 
summer  term  is  awaiting  publication  in  the  forthcoming  issue  of  that 
periodical  in  April. 
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Diirincr  the  year  several  institutions  have  been  qua)ifie<l  to  receive 
County  Academy  grants  for  both  terms  which  in  1881-2  drew  the 
jjrrant  for  but  a  single  term,  while  the  Academies  of  Arichat  and 
Yarmouth  do  not  appear  at  ail  in  the  lists  of  that  year,  the  former 
not  having  complied  with  the  required  conditions,-  the  latter  then 
ranking  as  a  Special  Academy.  This  statement  explains  the  increase  of 
$1550  as  above  reported. 

CJOUNTY. 

The  provisions  of  the  law  for  the  levying  and  apportionment  of 
the  County  Fund  are  as  follows: 

"  The  Clerk  of  the  Peace  in  each  county,  except  as  hereinafter  provide<l  in 
relation  to  the  City  of  Halifax,  shall  add  to  the  sum  annually  voted  for 
general  county  purposes,  at  the  general  sessions,  a  sum  suflicienr,  after 
deducting;  costs  of  collection  and  probable  los3,  to  yield  an  amount  equal  to 
thirty  cents  for  every  inhabitant  of  the  county,  according  to  the  last  census 
preceiling  the  issue  of  the  county  rate-roll ;  and  the  sum  so  a(lde<l  shall  form 
and  l>e  a  portion  of  the  county  rates.  One-half  the  sum  thus  raised  shall  bo 
paid  semi-annually  by  the  County  Treasurer  upon  the  order  of  the  Supe^ 
intendent  of  Education. 

"  One-half  of  the  amount  provided  to  be  raised  annually,  as  aforesaid, 
shall,  at  the  close  of  each  half-year,  be  apportioned  to  the  Trustees  of  Schools 
conducted  in  acconlance  with  this  Chapter,  to  be  af)plied  to  the  payment  of 
teachers'  salaries  ;  and  each  school  shall  be  entitled  to  particif)ate  therein,  at 
the  rate  of  twelve  and  a  half  dollars  per  term  for  each  licensed  teacher 
employed,  antl  the  balance  of  the  county  fund  shall  be  distiibuted  amon^  the 
schools  according  to  the  average  number  of  pupils  in  attendance  and  the 
length  of  time  in  operation,  but  shall  receive  no  allowance  for  being  in  session 
more  than  the  prescribed  number  of  days  in  any  one  half-year.'' 

The  ^ross  annual  amount  of  the  County  Fund  for  the  entire 
Province  is  now  1(121,341.  Under  the  above  provisions,  as  modified 
by  the  Act  in  relation  to  the  Education  of  the  Blind,  the  County 
Fund  for  1882-3  was  apportioned  as  follows: — 

Paid  to  Trustees  in  proportion  to  the  average  number  of 

pupils  and  length  of  time  schools  were  in  operation  $  70704  22 

Paid  to  Trustees  in  respect  to  teachers  employed 43()45  90 

Paid  Halifax  Institution  for  the  Blind 000  00 


$121340  12 
Sectional^ 

The  total  sectional  assessments  for  the  direct  support  of  schools,  as 
reported,  amount  to  $273,584.50,  an  increase  of  $18,024.99.  The  sum 
levied  throuorhout  the  Province  for  building  and  repair  of  school 
houses  is  $4'2,892..55,  an  increase  of  $6,988.30.  As,  in  spite  of  Mn)ng 
efforts  put  forth  to  secure  full  returns,  many  sections  fail  to  report 
the  required  items  of  sectional  assessment,  the  above  fi'j^ures  are 
somewhat  below  the  actual  sums  levied  for  the  purposes  specified. 
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THE  PROVINCIAL  NORMAL  SCHOOL. 

The  report  of  the  Principali  with  connected  statistical  details,  i» 
contained  in  appen<lix  A.  Personal"  observation  (at  frequent  fntervals) 
of  the  daily  ?ife  and  work  of  this  important  institution  enables  me  to 
refer  with  confidence  to  the  efficient  manner  in  which  the  vaneil  and 
onerons  duties  of  the  Faculty  continue  to  be  performed.  TTie  demand 
for  professronaHy  trained  teachers  h  rapidly  increasing,  and  that  of 
tlie  current  term  was  by  no  means  met  by  the  relatively  htrge  number 
of  Normal  School  graduates  lieen3ed  last  summer. 

In  my  last  Report.  I  dfscnssed  at  considerable  length  the  propriety 
of  requiring  certificates  of  pi-ofesstonal  qualification  as  an  essential 
condition  in  granting  teacheis'^  licenses.  I  adhere  to  the  substance 
of  the  recommendations  then  made.  It  seems  inconsistent  with  a 
national  system  of  Edtrcation  to  make  the  issue  of  licenses  to  teach 
dependent  on  standards  which  leave  untested  the  very  elen>ents  of 
qualification  on  which  the  question  of  efiiciency  or  inefficiency,  of 
success  or  failure,  essentially  depends. 

At  the  same  time,  I  am  prepared  to  believe  that  a  !M>dden  suspension 
of  the  existing  method  of  granting  licenses  on  mere  examination 
would  cause  serious  inconvenience  in  some  parts  of  the  Pixjvince  by 
reducing  the  number  of  available  teachers  below  the  le<;itimate 
requirements  of  the  schools  It  would  also  force  upon  the  Normal 
School  an  amount  of  ordinary  teaching  work  for  which  its.  present 
staff  and  facilities,  even  with  reasonable  enlargement^  would  be 
inadequate.  On  the  whole  it  appears  necessary  that  so  radical  a 
change  should  be  preceded  bj'  such  a  reconstruction  of  our  Academio 
system  as  would  prepare  the  advanced  schools  for  a8sun>ing  the 
entire  duty  of  providing  general  instruction  for  the  future  teachers 
of  the  Province. 

For  the  present,  therefore,  I  content  myself  with  brieffy  indicating 
the  readjustments  which  it  should  be  cjur  aim  to  secure,  not  more 
rapidty  than  is  safe,  bat  not  more  slowly  than  strict  necessity 
requires : 

1.  The  Normal  School  should  be  made  distinctively  a  training 
school  for  teachers.  Under  existing  necessities,  general  and  profes- 
sional education  are  carried  on  simultaneousl3\  While  this  plan 
secures  for  th«i  students  in  attendance  general  instruction  of  a  very 
superior  order,  it  imposes  undue  burdens  on  the  Faculty,  confines 
within  too  narrow  limits  the  opportunities  for  professional  study  and 
practice,  and  tends  to  obscure  in  the  minds  of  the  students  the  vital 
distinction  between  the  sdiolar  and  the  teacher.  If  we  could  assume 
that  adequate  facilities  exist  in  the  schools  and  academies  for 
imparting  the  general  scholarship  needed  by  teachers.,  the  work  of 
the  Normal  School  would  be  advantageously  limited  to  the  sphere  of 
purely  professional  cultuie,  with  perhaps  provision  for  supplementing 
previous  insufficient  training  in  certain  special  branch(»s  such  as 
I)»awing,  Elocution  and  Science.  In  the  required  investigation  and 
ajfplieaiion  of  the  proper  methods  of  teaching  the  ordinary  brancheSi, 
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these  would  of  necessity  be  reviewed,  and  an  opportunity  given  for 
obtaining  that  complete  mastery  of  their  principles  which  is  essential 
to  real  efficiency  in  a  teacher. 

2.  The  Provincial  examination  for  teachers'  licenaes  should  be 
converted  into  a  Provincial  examination  for  certificates  of  scholarship. 
These  certificates,  according  to  gra<le8,  should  accredit  those  who 
obtain  them  in  respect  to  the  non-professional  reqiiiremenls  for 
teachers'  licenses,  and  would,  of  course,  constitute  the  basis  of 
admission  to  the  Normal  School. 

I  may  add  that  as  long  as  circumstances  require  the  present 
relations  of  the  Normal  School  to  other  schools  and  to  the  general 
teaching  service  of  the  Province  to  be  maintained,  it  is  eminently  just 
that  equal  encouragement  should  be  given  to  all  classes  of  teachers  to 
enjoy  the  benefit  of  its  training.  It  does  not  belong  to  this  Report  to 
record  the  operations  of  the  Preparatory  Department  for  Third  Class 
Teachers  organized  at  the  beginning  of  the  present  Annual  Sessioa 
The  experiment  has  had  a  very  hopeful  beginning,  and,  if  it  shall 
receive  due  encouragement,  will  transform  the  character  of  the 
instruction  imparted  in  many  of  the  smaller  schools.  The  following 
are  the  Regulations  under  which  the  Department  has  been  established : 

RbOULATION  RBOABDING  preparatory   department   for  third   class  TBAGHKB8 
(grade   D.)    IK   PROVINCIAL   NORMAL  SCHOOL. 

1.  The  Term  for  this  department  will  begin  at  the  opening  of  the  regular 
session  of  the  Normal  School,  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  November,  and  will 
close  on  or  about  the  22nd  of  ApriL 

No  applicants  will  be  received  after  the  second  Wednesday  of  November. 

2.  Applicants  will  be  admitted  to  this  department  on  the  following 
conditions  : — 

a.  Those  who  on  examination  shall,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Faculty,  i^ow 
such  qualifications  as  to  give  reasonable  assurance  of  completing  the  course 
satisfactorily  within  the  prescribed  term  of  six  months. 

1^^  The  principal  subjects  of  examination  will  be  Beading,  Bpellingi 
English  Grammar,  and  Arithmetic. 

h.  Applicants  who  have  failed  at  a  previous  examination  for  license,  hut 
have  made  an  average  of  40  or  upwards  on  all  subjects  of  the  Grade  D 
Syllabus,  or  of  40  without  including  School  Management  and  Teaching,  or  who 
have  made  an  average  of  40  in  Arithmetic  and  Grammar  taken  together,  shall, 
on  presenting  to  the  Principal  the  "  Summary  of  Marks  "  received  from  the 
Education  Office,  be  admitted  without  examination. 

c.  Also  all  applicants  who  present  a  certificate  of  qualification  from  any 
Inspector  of  Schools  in  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia  shall  be  admitted  without 
examination. 

All  applicants  shall  be  required  to  present  a  certificate  of  moral  character 
from  a  clergyman.  They  shall  also  sign  die  usual  declaxation  that  it  is  their 
intention  to  teach  for  at  least  three  years  in  the  Province  of  Novii  Scotia. 

3.  The  course  of  study  for  this  department  will  embrace  the  subjects 
prescribed  by  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  for  Grade  D  License.  In 
addition  to  instruction  in  Method  and  School  Management^  students  will 
receive  regular  training  in  the  Art  of  Teaching. 
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4.  Students  who  show  reasonable  proficiency  in  the  theory  and  practice  of 
teaching,  shall  at  the  end  of  the  term  receive  a  certificate  of  professional 
standing,  and  this  certificate  shall  be  valid  as  a  Third  Class,  or  Grade  /), 
License  for  the  six  months  succeeding  the  date  of  its  issue,  so  that  persons 
holding  it  can  at  once  enter  upon  engagements  to  teach  for  the  summer 
term,  and  shall  have  and  enjoy  for  that  term,  irrespective  of  the  result  of 
the  Examination  for  license,  all  the  privileges  accorded  to  Third  Class 
Teachers. 

5.  A  special  examination  for  license  for  students  of  this  department  only 
will  be  held  at  the  clase  of  the  term  in  April. 

Persons  who  fail  at  this  examination  will  be  allowed  to  compete  again  at 
the  regular  examination  for  license  in  July. 

Candidates  who  have  received  the  Normal  School  Certificate  of  profes- 
sional classification  shall  be  entitled  to  exemption  from  examination  in  the 
subjects  of  School  Management  and  Teaching. 

6.  The  usual  travelling  expenses  of  five  cents  per  mile,  each  way,  allowed 
to  Normal  School  students,  will  be  paid  to  the  students  of  this  department  who 
succeed  in  taking  the  Normal  School  Certificate  of  professional  classification. 

7.  Persons  intending  to  apply  for  admission  to  this  department  are 
requested  to  send  notice  of  the  same  to  the  Principal,  at  least  two  weeks  before 
the  beginning  of  the  term. 
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Suggestions  as  to  Intermediate  Education. 

Tables  XVI  and  XVII  contain  the  returns  of  County  and  Special 
Academies.  The  latter  designation  embraces  three  institutions  which 
do  not  sustain  a  co-ordinate  relation,  but  are  simply  grouped  together 
for  the  sake  of  convenience.  Of  these  the  Pictou  Academy  alone  is 
integrally  connected  with  the  Public  School  system.  This  justly  cele- 
brated school  has  a  Faculty  composed  of  three  regular  professors  and  a 
special  teacher  of  Drawing,  a  noble  academic  edifice,  facilities  for 
scientific  instruction  which  some  of  our  colleges  might  envy,  and  an 
attendance  in  which  almost  every  county  of  Nova  Scotia  is 
represented.  The  Halifax  High  School,  though  a  public  institution, 
is  operated  under  a  special  statute.  The  Institution  for  the  Deaf 
and  Dumb  receives  its  legislative  grant  through  the  Department  of 
Education,  but  as  yet  has  no  connection  with  the  general  educational 
system  of  the  Province. 

County  Academies  were  in  operation  during  the  year  in  all  the 
counties  not  having  Special  Academies  within  their  limits.  The 
High  School  Department  of  the  Model  Schools  at  Truro  is  conducted 
as  a  County  Academy  for  the  County  of  Colchester.  The  Academic 
Department  of  St.  Francis  Xavier  College,  in  which  a  very  excellent 
class  of  woi*k  is  done,  continues  to  sustain,  by  arrangement  with  the 
Public  School  Trustees,  a  similar  relation  to  the  County  of 
Antigonish. 
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The  following  is  an  sbridgmeDt  of  Tables  XVI  and  XVII : — 
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In  my  last  Report,  I  Rnbmibted  the  following  outlines  of  a  plan 
for  rttcunstructing  our  hyutem  of  Academic  Education.  (The  sugges- 
tions as  to  umount  of  grants  are  omitted): — 

L  Let  a  apecial  legislative  grant  be  provided  for  all  teachera  of  tbc 
Academic  class  (Gmde  A)  eniiilo^ed  in  eectittne  (other  than  those  maintaining 
a  Provincial  Academy),  which  have  a  aystem  of  regularly  graded  Public 
Schools  of  at  least  three  departments ;  subject  to  the  following  conditions : 

(1.)  Thnt  this  grant  be  paid  only  to  teachers  employed  for  at  least  one 
year  continuously  in  the  section. 

(2.)  Thiit  the  teacher  claiming  this  grant  be  in  charge  of  the  advanced 
department  of  the  school. 

(3  )  That  OD  an  annual  inspection  and  examination  of  the  depsrtment  by 
the  Inspector  in  whose  district  it  is  situoted,  a  required  percentage  of  the 
regi8ten.>d  pupils  show  a  satisfactory  knowledge  of  the  subjects  embraced  in 
tho  first  year  of  a  prescribed  course  of  High  School  studies. 

(4.)  That  proper  conditions  for  prosscuting  advanced  studies  on  provided 
by  trustees. 

II.  Let  provision  be  made  for  a  class  of  institutions  to  be  known  as 
Provincial  Aoaiwiiies,  the  privilege  of  eetabliHbing  which  shall  be  open 
indiscritninateiy  to  the  school  sections  of  the  Province,  due  security  being 
taken  that  mrh  eetabtuhtaerU  thaU  alteaiji  involve  a  large  amount  of  locil  effort, 
and  be  Justified  bj/  exieting  edueationat  drcumetance.     1  would  suggest  the 
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folIcT^'ing  conditions  as  necessary  to  guarantee  High  Schools  of  a  bona  fide 
character : — 

(\,)  Hie  employment  of  at  least  tico  qualified  professors  or  teachers 
exclusively  engaged  in  Academic  Instruction. 

(2.)  The  certified  attendance  of  a  minimum  number  of  pupils  duly 
qualified  accdrding  to  a  prescribed  course  of  study.  It  should  be  the  duty  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Education  to  hold  an  annual  inspection  and  examina* 
tion  of  these  Academies,  and  the  pawing  of  a  required  percentage  of  the  pupils 
should  be  essential  to  participation  in  Provincial  funds, 

(3.)  Such  an  outfit  of  class  room  accommodation  and  scientific  apparatus, 
as,  in  connection  vrith  a  superior  teaching  staff,  vrill  adequately  prepare 
pupils  not  only  for  college  and  entrance  upon  the  professions,  but  as  educated 
persons,  for  intelb'gent  devotion  to  the  varied  interests  tf hich  make  up  the 
common  life  of  the  people  of  Nova  Scotia. 

The  general  outlines  of  this  plan  having  been  established  by  legislation, 
the  woiking  out  of  subordinate  details  should  be  left  to  the  Council  of  Public 
Instruction.  That  only  communities  ahU  and  willing  to  carry  it  into  successful 
execution^  should  engage  in  the  attempt  to  found  such  institiUions,  is  a  point 
which  should  be  guarded  with  the  greatest  care. 

The  possible  objection  that  the  proposed  system  involves  no 
recognition  of  the  advanced  infitruction  that  may  be  given  in  ordinary 
miscellaneous  schools,  was  met  as  follows  : — 

(1.)  To  take  effective  cognizance  of  work  so  scattered  and  fragmentary 
involves  serious  difficulties,  if  a  reaUy  fair  basis  on  which  to  apportion  public 
funds  is  to  be  established. 

(2.)  The  sum  at  disposal  is  so  small,  that  the  principles  of  minute  sub- 
division and  universal  diffusion  would  render  it  of  little  account  as  an 
educational  factor. 

(3.)  While  the  importance  of  conducting  miscellaneous  schools  so  as  to 
make  provision  for  advanced  instruction,  is  freely  conceded,  it  is  of  doubtful 
expediency,  in  the  interests  of  the  elementary  classes,  to  apply  to  such 
iusti  notion  a  direct  pecuniary  stimulus. 

In  re-submitting  to  the  Legislature  and  country  the  foregoing 
suggestions,  I  am  bound  to  state  that  in  my  judgment  the  time  has 
come  for  taking  decisive  steps  to  secure  for  the  grants  to  Academic 
Education,  a  more  equitable  and  effective  method  of  appropriation 
than  that  now  in  force.  Our  present  nystem  of  subsidizing  County 
Academies  is — 

(1.)  Directly  opposed  to  the  principle  which  regulates  the  distri- 
bution of  our  educational  funds  in  general.  In  respect  to  these,  the 
amount  drawn  within  the  limits  of  a  county  depends  entirely  on  the 
educational  work  done,  as  measured  by  the  number  and  grades  of  the 
teachers  employed ; — 

(2.)  Grossly  partial  and  unfair  as  between  the  sections  of  a 
county,  though  having  a  superficial  aspect  of  impartiality  as  between 
the  different  countiea; — 

(8 )  Wasteful,  in  bestowing  the  grant  in  not  a  few  cases  on 
loca  ities  where  it  is  used  chiefly  to  reduce  assessment  for  ordinary 
8cb<.ol  purposes, while  withholding  it  from  communities  already  making 
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reBpectable  provision  for  advanced  instruction  out  of    their    own 
resources ; — 

(4.)  Ineffective  as  a  means  of  stimulating  local  effort  in  support 
of  Academic  Education.  Table  XVI  records  the  outcome  of  nearly 
twenty  years'  experience,  and  supplies,  I  humbly  submit,  unannwerable 
reasons  why  some  such  change  as  that  recommended  should  be  made 
without  delay. 


STUDIES  OF  PUPILa— (See  Table  VL) 

The  following  is  a  comparative  statement  of  the  number  of  pupils 
returned  under  the  principal  subjects  of  instruction  : — 

Reading.  Baling.         Oeft.  Oeograplij.  Writlnfi 

Winter  Term,  1883   . .  76,694  72,474  29,875  66^80 

I.         ..       1882   . .  74,483  72,541  28,763  62,064 

Summer  Term,  1883. .  79,185  76,292  25.894  64,256 

.,      1882..  78,017  75,033  25,219  62,471 

Arithmetio.  Grmnnnar,  Oao.  HUtory.       R  History. 

Winter  Term,  1883   . .  69,032  34,980  11,855  14,991 

If         .1       1882  . .  65,042  33,393  9,528  14,461 

Summer  Term,  1883. .  68,802  31,870  11,186  13,518 

N  .1      1882..  68,102  30,869  8,990  13,536 

Elements  of 
Dnifring.   Nftt-Sotemce.  Algebra.    Geometry.     Latin.    Greek. 

Winter  Term,  1883  ..  20,601       3,317       4,824      4,103       931         93 
„         n       1882   . .  11,742       2,900       4,630       3,558       913       187 

Summer  Term,  1882..  27,770      2,448      4,892      3,699      799        87 
„      1882..  17,740      2,571       4,520      3,436       877       146 

As  compared  with  the  whole  number  of  pupils  attending  school, 
the  following  are  the  percentages  registered  as  studying  each  of  the 
above  subjects : — 

Per  cent, 
winter  Tern.  Summer  Term, 

Reading 96  96 

Spellinc: 91  93 

General  Geography 37  31 

Writing 83  78 

Arithmetic     87  84 

Grammar  44  38 

Canadian  History 15  13 

British  Histoiy 18  16 

Drawing    26  33 

Elements  of  Natural  Science 4  3 

Algebra 6  6 

Geometry ; . . . .  5  4 

Latin 1.1  .9 

Greek     1  .1 
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A  glance  «t  the  foi*egoiiig  figures  will  tend  to  allay  the  appre* 
iiensions,  cherished  by  8ome»  that  our  8ch<Kds  ar^  ^^^S  s\^^^  o^^i'  to 
^he  domination  of  certain  high-sounding  "  *c>Iogies."  To  be  candid,  I 
bave  never  shared  in  such  fears,  believing  them,  when  entertained,  to 
be  ba<ied  on  misconceptiona  In  the  first  place,  to  sneer  at  a  useful 
branch  of  knowledge,  whose  principles  may  be  closely  related  to  tbt 
liealth,  the  life,  or  the  general  usefulness  of  human  beings,  as  aa 
*  'ology  "  does  not  afiect  either  its  intrinsic  or  its  eduoatiomi  valuer 
(Ve  have  made  a  beginning  of  introducing' the  elements  of  science  into 
Kir  schools,  to  say  nothing  of  the  prt'*fici€ntiAc  work  done  in  a  goodly 
dumber  in  the  shape  of  simple-  lesM>ns  in  color,  form,  and  the  more  otk 
(^ious  phenomena  of  nature ;  but  in  my  judgment  we  must  do  more  in 
both  directions  before  We  meet  the  real  necessities  of  the  case.  Second* 
ly,  our  "  Counle  of  Study  for  Common  Schools  "  is  intended  to  lay  em- 
phasis on  the  importance  of  the  fundamental  branches.  No  ideal 
perfection  is  claimed  or  its  provisions ;  it  is  probable  that  extended 
Bxperience  will  sugj^est  as  deearaUe  their  modification  at  certain  points ; 
but  beyond  all  question  the  course  has  the  merit  of  recognizing  all  of 
the  studies  accepted  as  constituting  the  general  basis  of  human  culturift 
ind  the  instruments  by  which  the  ultimate  results  of  education  are  to 
be  secured.  These  it  adjusts  in  their  proper  relations,  and,  at  least 
approximately,  assigns  to  each  'its  ju.st  degree  of  importance.  Surely 
tnase  who  criticize  it  as  a  means  designed  to  promote  a  showy  veneer 
df  knowledge  at  the  expense  of  all  that  is  solid  and  substantial  in 
education,  have  never  studied  either  its  aim  or  its  requirements.  As 
to  its  practical  results,  I  have  examined,  as  far  as  other  duties  would 
permit,  the  "  Notes  of  Inspection  "  furnished  to  my  office  by  the 
inspectoi-s  of  Schoolis,  with  special  reference  to  the  effect  seemitlgly 
pitxiuced  by  the  adoption  of  the  Course  on  work  done  in  the  funda'- 
oniental  branchea  The  "Notes"  almost  uniformly  testify  that  such 
MTork  improves  in  quality  when  brought  under  the  rqpilative  infiuence 
)f  the  provisions  of  the  Couree.  I  subjoin  the  c^ief  references  of  the 
[nspectors  of  Schools  to  the  working  of  the  Course  of  Study  in  their 
re**pective  Districts . — 

"  Sometimes  children  are  found  reading  in  the  Fifth  or  Sixth  Book,  who 
»nnot  well  manage  the  Fourth,  and  who  scBtfcely  know  the  Multiplication 
Hnble,  and,  in  ans^^er  to  my  remonstrances^  I  am  often  told  tliat  the  parents 
lave  provided  the  book,  and  insist  upon  its  use,  contrary  to  the  teacher^t 
)wn  judgment  Such  casea  I  now  meet  by  pointing  to  the  Course  of  Stu^y 
md  saying,  *  This  is  at  once  your  guide  and  safeguard ;  the  subjects  you  ar^ 
X)un<l  by  law  to  teach,  and  the  order  in  which  they  are  to  be  taken,  are 
Nearly  laid  down>  and,  if  yon  faithfully  follow  it,  no  one,  neither  parents,  nor 
Trustees,  nor  Inspector  can  l^^ally  interfere  and  set  aside  your  authority  in 
he  schco  room/ 

I  most  thoroughly  ^eudiHTse  the  Course  of  Study,  ^  which,  if.  honestly 
Klopled,  wit]  accomplish  great  things  in  systematizing  our  achool-work,  bi  d 
pving  coherency  ami  directness  of  aim  to  the  instruction  irafMirted.  I  lay 
itrcss  on  the  constantly-reourring  charge  which  requires  the  pupil  to  *  re-pro<luoe 
ihe  snbivtNiTce  of  the  lessons  orally  and  in  writing/  Both  as  a  teacher  aad 
[nspecrtgr  I  h  ive  alway;*  emphanised  this  pointy  because  I  have  always  realized 
ike  value  of  the  '  power  of  expression,*  and  have  also  felt  that  if  oar  people 
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are  to'  become  fluent  speakers  and  ready  Writers,  the  foundation  of  these 
acquisitions  must  be  laid  in  the  primary  school,  and  built  u|K)n  and  improved 
in  every  successive  grade. 

Our  best  teachers  appreciate  the  Course  of  Study,  and  are  prepared, 
heartily  and  in  good  faith,  to  carry  out  its  instructions,  which  often  give  form 
and  substance  to  their  own  best  ideas,  and  a  legal  warrant  for  reducing  them 
4o  practice ;  some  few,  if  allowed,  will  quietly  ignore  it,  but  the  larger 
number  will  need  explanations  and  suggestions  before  they  become  familiftr 
with  its  use.  Much  must  depend  upon  the  vigilance  of  the  Inspector,  who, 
irith  young  and  inexperienced  teachers,  must  be  ready  to  point  out  that,  so  far 
from  it  being  something  formidable,  it  is  calculated  to  make  their  work  inte^ 
eating  and  therefore  easy. 

H.  Condon, 

Dishid  No.  ir 

"  Copies  of  the  Course  of  Study  were  supplied  to  the  schools  during  the 
winter  term,  and,  where  the  design  was  not  fully  underAood,  I  explained  th« 
grades  and  helped  to  classify.  On  my  next  visit  I  observed  that  the  graded 
schools  .generally  had  adopted  it^  and  where  they  had  the  Manuals  were  having 
interesting  classes  in  I>rawing  and  '  Common  Things.'  In  a  few  of  the 
piiscellaneous  schools  in  which  these  'aids'  were  found,  there  were  similar 
exercises,  but  the  ^at  majority  .pf  t]^e  teachers  had  not  been  supplied,  and 
consequently  while  attempting  to  work  their  classes  more  or  less  into  the 
arrangement  of  the  course,  were  not  able  to  carry  on  some  of  its  special  features. 

Thomas  R.  Pattillo, 

DiBtnd  No.  2.*' 

"  The  prescribed  Course  of  Study,  it  is  evident,  is  destined  to  greatly 
improve  school  work,  and,  if  suitable  aids  are  provided  by  trustees,  cannot  fail 
to  promote  a  superior  method  of  instruction,  lay  a  good  foundation  for  higher 
studied,  and  quaUfy  the  young  for  the  practical  duties  of  subsequent  life. 

The  giving  of  oral  lessons  has  not  as  yet  been  generally  practised.  Tht? 
chief  hindrances  observable  are  t^  want  of  a  iainiljar  acquaintance  with  the 
subjects  suggested  in  the  course,  the  absence  of  prescribed  text-books  for 
teachers'  use,  and  the  need  of  objects,  pictures  and  diagrams  for  illustration. 
Improvements  will  doubtless  follow  as  teachers  realize  that  these  lessons  are 
to  fprm  a  regular  part  of  their  avocation,  and  must  be  so  prepared  and  imparted 
that  pupils  may  readily  understand  and  benefit  by  the  instructions  given.  In 
some  instances,  notably  in  the  higher  schools,  the  oral  lessons  evinced  marked 
abilit^y  on  the  part  of  teachers,  and  a  facility  of  acquiring  on  the  part  of  pupili 
thai  would  do  credit  to  older  minds.  It  pointedly  demonstrated  the  practica- 
bility and  utility  of  this  method  of  dispensing  knowledge. 

A.    C.    A.   DOAKB, 

Didrid  Jip.  5." 

"The  *  Course  of  Study '  has  been  pasted  on  the  Register  Covera  of  every 
school  within  this  District.  In  most  of  the  graded  schools  it  is  being  intellh 
gently  and  successfully  followed.  *  Many  of  the  teachers  of  the  miscellaneouB 
schools  complain  of  inability  to  adopt  its  entire  provisions.  In  many  cases 
teach('i*s  are  modifying  existing  schemes  of  study  in  the  direction  of  the  course. 
Except  in  a  few  of  the  schools,  the  Lessons  on  Nature  are  not  yet  receiving  thai 
attehtion  which  their  importance  demands.     Many  teftcheiB  are  not  at  present 
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qualified  to  give  these  lessons  in  a  satisfactory  manner,  but  could  easily  prepare 
Ui^mselvcs  to  do  so  fairly  well  by  a  little  extra  study. 

L.  S.  Morse, 

Duftrici  No,  4^ 

"I  am  pleased  to  report  that  the  great  body  of  the  schools  under 4ny 
supervision  have  performed  their  work  regularly,  quietly,  and  with  a  good 
degree  of  efficiency.  Tlic  introduction  of  the  *  New  Course  of  Study  *  has  had 
a  healthful  influence  upon  those  teachers  and  schools  that  has  made  a  wise  use 
of  it  The  results,  so'  far,  have  been  in  proportion  to  the  thought  the 
teachers  have  given  the  course,  and  their  care  in  selecting  and  adopting  sUch 
parts  of  it  as  meet  the  circumstances  of  their  particular  schools.  While  the 
course  furnishes  a  plan  by  which  studies  may  be  carried  on  simultaneously  in 
due  proportion,  it  does  not  demand  that  all  the  studies  outlined  shall  -be 
pursued  at  the  same  time  in  every  school  Many  of  the  subjects  must  be  taught 
orally,  and  have  been  found,  when  introduced  at  a  suitable  time,  to  ailbrd  an 
agreeable  variety,  without  consuming  much  time.  I  have  no  complaints  from 
those  who  have  fairly  tried  the  course.  The  time  spent  in  preparing  a  graded 
course  of  oral  or  object  lessons  has  well  repaid  the  teachers,  and  has  been  the 
means  of  lifting  the  schools  into  new  life  and  activity.  I  regard  the  advan- 
tages to  be  derived  from  the  use  of  the  course  to  be  quite  as  great  to  the 
teacher  as  to  his  school  All  the  graded  and  all  the  good  miscellaneous  schools 
in  my  District  have  either  adopted  it  or  are  working  in  that  direction.  I  do 
not  expect  much  from  the  teacher  who  sees  nothing  in  the  course  but  a  little 
extra  labor,  and  is  unwilling  to  exert  himself  to  prepare  for  it  The  helps  at 
hand  are  so  numerous,  and  the  study  so  profitable  to  him  who  is  willing  to  do 
i^  that  I  am  surprised  that  all  teachers  do  not  undertake  it 

C.  W.  Roscos, 

Diiiriei  No.  5." 


''  I  regret  that  I  cannot  yet  report  much  progress  in  the  adoption  of  the 
New  Course  of  Study  in  this  District  A  beginning,  however,  has  been 
made,  which,  I  trust,  will  lead  to  better  results  in  the  near  future. 

B.  McDonald, 

Disiriei  No.  e."" 

"  A  year  or  two  ago  it  was  a  rare  thing  to  find  a  school  properly  classified, 
but  since  the  Course  of  Study  ha^  beeu  adopted  it  is  just  as  rare  to  find  a 
poorly  classified  school  Tlie  results  attained  in  this  District  by  close 
adherence  to  the  Course  are  soipriaing. 

W.  D.  Mackbnzib, 

District  No.  10.' 

I  may  call  attention  to  the  gratifying  fact  that  nearly  one-third 
of  the  pupils  in  attendance  each  term  received  insttuction  in  the 
important  branch  of  industrial  drawing. 
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PROVINCIAL  EDUCATIONAL  ASSOCIATION,  TEACHERS' 

.  ASSOCIATIONS. 

The  Fourth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Provinctat  Erlucattonat 
Association  was  held  in  Freemason ^m  Hall,  Halifax,  on  the  Hth  and 
12th  of  July  last.  The  attendance  was  lar^r  than  that  of  any 
preceding  year.  Almost  every  branch  of  the  piihlic  educational 
service  was  represented,  and  meml)erH  of  the  Faculties  of  sex-^ral  of 
the  Provincial  Colleges  rendered  most  tiuiely  and  acceptable  aid.  It 
h  not  too  much  to  say  that  the  proceeiiings  cyeneralty  were  of  a 
character  to  show  the  value  of  the  Association  as  a  part  of  our 
e<lueationaI  machinery.  The  papers  presented  wei»  suwestive^ 
leaving  untouched  questions  of  p<irely  speculative  interest  and  dealing 
with  the  vital  issues  of  the  present  hour.  Ensuing  discu^^a'ona 
disclosed  much  debating  talent,  and  at  the  same  time  proved  that  the 
teaching  profession  appreoiat*»s  our  existing  educational  needs.  The 
Association  found  itself  in  a  position,  after  two  years  of  painstaking 
effort,  to  place  at  the  diNposal  of  the  Provincial  authorities  a  carefully 
drafted  Cteurse  of  Study  for  High  Schools  and  High  School  I>epart- 
inents.  At  the  proper  time  this  will  be  submitted  to  the  Council  of 
Public  Instruction  and.  in  its  essential  features,  will,  I  trust,  soon 
regulate  the  advance<l  work  of  our  schools  generally.  I  am  glad  to 
state  that  assurances  have  been  receive^I  from  the  Faculties  of  the  dif- 
ferent Colleges  of  their  willingness  to  co-operate  with  t^he  Department 
of  Public  Eiducation  in  providing  uniform  subjects  foi*  matriculation 
in  Classics.  Among  other  subjects  .attracting  the.  attention  of  the 
Association  was  that  6f  a'  Superannuation  Fund  for  Teachers.  Steps 
were  taken,,  by  theappointn>ent  of  a  committee  to  gather  information, 
to>  deal  with  the  matter  more  fully  at  the  next  annual  session. 

Interesting  information  respecting  the  operations  of  the  regtilarly 
organised  Teachers"  Aasodations  in  various  Inspectoral  Districts  (Nos. 
4,  5,  6,  7,  &and  10)  will  be  fo«>nd  in  the  Reports  of  the  Inspectors  of 
Schools.  Those  organisations  are  rendering  valnabTe  service  to  the 
cause  of  education.  They  fill  a  place  which  it  is  impossible  for  the 
Provindal  Association  to  occupy,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  each 
Inspectoral  District  wiil  soon  have  an  Association  in  full  working 
order. 


THE  ACT  TO  ENCOURAGE  BETTER  ATTENDANCE  AT 

PUBLIC  SCHOOLS. 

I  subjoin  a)!  the  references  to  the  above  Act  which  are  found  in 
ihe  reports  of  tbe  Inspectors  of  Sehoofe  r 

'^  The  Act  to  secure  Better  Attendance  at  the  Public  Schook  was  over* 
looked  in  several  Sections  at  tihe  Annual  Meeting,  but  where  discussed  was 
not  generally  popular,  as  few  Sections  chose  to  take  advantage  of  its  provisions^ 

Thos.  K^  Pattillo, 

District  No.  2^^ 
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'*  According  to  the  Minutes  of  the  last  Annual  Meetings^  the  Act  ^  To 
secure  Better  Attendance  at  Schools'  was  made  operative  in  fourteen  Sections 
only.  These,  however,  if  the  requirements  are  duly  carried  out^  will  serve 
18  a  test  of  the  appUcabilitj  of  the  A<^  to  the  oljrject  aimed  to  hft 
mcompliahed. 

A.  C.  A.  DoAK% 

DUtriet  No.  Sr 

**  It  is  to  he  hoped  that  the  ^  Act  to  secure  Better  Attendance  at  PubUc 
^ools,'  already  adopted  by  mai^  Sections,  wilL cause  a  mariced  improvement 
n  the  future. 

L.   S.   MORSB, 

District  No.  iT 

'  >*The  Act  to  secure  Better  Attendance  at  School  was  adopted  at  the 
Vnnnal  Meetings  in  the  following  Sections :  Antigonish  Co.,  yiz,^  McAra's 
•^rook,  Lower  South  River,  GlenaJpine,  and  West  I^kevale.  In  St.  Mary's 
)i8trict  it  was  adopted  in  Sherbrooke,  Stillwater,  Upper  Liscomb,  Middle 
i^idcomb,  and  Indian  Harbor  Lakes.  As  many  Sections  fail  to  send  in  copies 
>f  the  Minutes  of  their  Annual  Meetings,  the  Act  may  have  been  adopted  in 
Sections  not  enumerated  above. 

R.  McDonald, 

Dittrict  N:  Sr 

^^Only  44  Sections  of  Cape  Breton  and  28  of  Richmond  sent  in  records 
>f  their  Annuaji  Meetings  as  required  by  law.  From  these  records  I  find 
hat  seven  only  of  the  former  took  any  action  on  the  ^Act  to  secure  Better 
Attendance,'  six  adopting  and  one  rejecting  it ;  of  the  latter,  three  voted  for 
he  Act  and  five  against  it.  Its  scope  and  working  are  of  course  but  little 
laderstood  as  yet  in  many  places. 

M.  J.  T.  Macvbii^ 

DutTia  No^  ir 

*^I  am  not  aware  that  the  compulsory  Act  has  been  enforced  in  any 
^tion  in  ejihe?  County. 

J.  Y.  Guirif, 


SUGGESTIONS  IN  RESPECT  TO  LEGISLATION. 

''  I  would  respectfully  recommend  that  advantage  be  taken  of  the  general 
evision  of  the  IVovincial  Statutes  now  in  progress  to  recast  in  a  simpler  form 
ertain  parts  of  chapter  32,  Revised  Statutes,  4th  series,  and  its  amending 
^cts,  particularly  some  of  the  paragraphs  which  are  of  a  directory  character, 
lie  local  administration  of  the  Act  relating  to  Public  Instruction  is  of 
leoessity  chiefly  in  the  hands  of  men  busy  with  their  own  afiairs,  and  to 
rhom  clear  and  unmistakable  directions  are  of  great  importance.  It  is  by  no 
leans  claimed  that  the  amount  of  actual  litigation  which  has  occurred  in 
onnection  with  the  working  of  our  Educational  system  has  been  large,  in 
alation  to  the  number  of  persons  a^Bcted  and  the  amount  of  property  involved, 
tut  the  fact  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  cases  in  which  the  interposition  of 


xxii  EDUCATION— superintendent's    REPORT. 


the  Courts  has  been  invoked,  in  respect  to  the  alteration  and  division  of 
Sections,  the  levying  of  taxes,  the  election  of  Trustees  and  sioiilar  matters, 
have  been  due  to  obscurity  ia  the  law,  as  has  been  more  than  once 
acknowledged  by  the  Courts  themselves,  justifies  the  recommendation  I  have 
made.  Several  of  the  existing  provisions  were  incidental  and  .neoeasacy  to 
the  introduction  of  the  system  of  Free  Schools,  but  in  the  present  settled 
state  of  affoirs  involve  a  good  deal  of  awkwardness  and  uncertainty  in  their 
practical  working.  Among  others,  the  paragraphs  of  the  law  relating  to  the 
appointment,  or  election,  of  Trustees  to  fill  vacancies,  the.  incapacity  and 
neglect  of  duty  of  Trustees,  the  calling  of  special  school  meetings,  and  the 
sanction  of  sites  for  school  houSe^s,  might  advantageously  be  re- written,  and 
simpler  methods  of  procedure  provided."     (Extract  from  Report  of  1882). 

Among  specific  subjects  of  inquiry  on  the  part  of  the  Legislature, 
I  wo^uld  suggest : —  . 

1.  Whether  the  existing  provision  which  enables  the  re.si<lent  of 
any  given  School  Section  to  draw  into  that  Section  for  the  purposes 
of  local  aasessment  all  the  property  which  he  owns  within  the  limits 
of  a  County,  is  a  just  one.  Mature  consideration  has  satisfied  me 
that  the  general  operation  of  this  principle  is  most  unfair.  In 
repeated  instances  coming  under  my  own  notice,  it  has  thrown  on 
the  ratepayers  of  a  Section  the  burden  of  educatinsr  children  whose 
parents  derive  their  livelihood  from  farms  or  mills  taxed  for  the 
benefit  of  distant  schools.  This  is  the  natural  tendency  of  the 
present  statutory  provision,  and  to  remedy  so  obvious  an  injustice,  I 
recommend  that  tiixation  of  reed  estate  in  the  Section  in  which  it  18 
situated,  irrespective  of  owner's  residence,  be  made  the  governing 
principle  of  the  law.  The  present  system  operates  fairly  enough  in 
respect  to  that  description  of  real  estate,  of  which  diked  marsh  not 
connected  in  ownership  with  other  real  estate  in  the  Section,  may  be 
taken  as  a  type.  It  would,  I  assume,  be  easy  to  connect  with  the 
general  principle  which  I  have  proposed  a  special  provision  for 
property  having  a  non-resident  ownership,  when  it  does  not  involve 
the  liability  of  adding  to  the  educational  expenses  of  the  Section  in« 
which  it  is  situated. 

2.  Whether  a  properly  guarded  provision  for  expropriating  land 
for  school  buildings,  in  cases  of  absolute  necessity,  is  not  required. 
The  absence  of  such  a  provision  often  entails  grievous  inconveni- 
ence and  loss  on  entire  communities. 

3.  Whether  the  receipt  of  public  funds  for  the  support  of  a 
school  should  not  be  made  contingent  on  a  specified  minimum  outfit 
of  maps,  blackboards,  and  other  necessary  instruments  of  school  work. 
The  law  at  prepent  allows  a  certain  amount  of  loose  authority  to  the 
supervisory  authorities,  but  something  more  definite  is  required. 
Without,  I  believe,  a  single  exception,  the  Reports  of  the  Inspectors 
call  attention  to  the  palpable  injustice  of  expending  large  sums  of 
public  money  on  schools,  the  indifference  or  niggardliness  of  whose 
managers  defeats  the  precise  object  for  which  the  grants  are  made. 
The  appropriation  of  the  County  Fund  affords  a  convenient  method 
for  at  least  partially  counterworking  the  injustice  complained  oL     I 
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would  refipectftiily  recommend  that,  subject  in  all  cases  to  an  appeal 
to  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction,  and  under  clearly  defined 
conditions  and  limitations,  the  Inspectors  of  Schools  be  empowered 
to  supply  such  deficiencies  at  the  expense  of  the  County  Fund 
apportionment 

4.  Whether  the  time  (five  years)  during  which  money  borrowed 
for  the  purpose  of  building  school  houses  shall  be  repaid,  may  not  be 
advantageously  extended,  by  a  general  provision  applicable  to  all 
Sections  having  a  specified  property  valuation,  to  at  least  twelve 
vears.  As  the  law  now  stands,  many  Sections,  anxious  to  erect 
buildings  of  proper  size  and  character,  are  obliged  to  resort  to  the 
inconvenience  of  applying  for  special  legislation. 

5.  Whether  the  Poor  Sections  should  not  be  allowed  to  participate 
in  the  County  Fund  apportionment  on  the  special  terms  accorded  to 
such  Sections  without  regaid  to  the  grade  of  license  held  by  the 
teacher  employed. 


The  Reports  of  the  Inspectors  of  Schools  (Appendix  B)  contain 
much  important  information,  and  some  timely  and  valuable  recom** 
mendations.  While  candid  criticism  is  not  wanting,  tlie  general 
effect  of  their  perusal  will  be  to  beget  increased  confidence  in  our 
system  of  public  instruction  as  a  means  of  making  permanent  and 
univerhal  the  blessings  of  education. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

By  Your  Honor's  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  ALLISON. 


Statistical  Tables. 


Public    Schools,    Ck:>unty    Academies,    and 

Special   Academies. 
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GOVERNMENT    AID    TO    POOR    aSCTIONS. 


TABLE 


SPECIAL    GOVERNMENT    AID   TO    POOR    SECTIONS. 


COUNTY, 


Annapolis  . . 
Antigonish  . . 
Cape  Breton 

Colchester 

Cumberland 

Digby  

Guyftborough 
Halifax  . . . . 
Hants  •  •  •  • . . 
Inverness  ..•• 

Kings  

Lunenburg  .  < 

Pictou 

Queens    

Richmond  . . 
Shelburne  . . 
Victoria  . . . . 
Yarmouth    . . 


Paid  by  Government  over  and 
mbove  the  ordinary  GranU, 
towards  Salaries  of  Teaehen 
employed  in  Poor   Seotioni. 


Winter  Ter». 


123  46 

€4  26 

150  00 

84  42 

135  91 

112  97 

46  06 

127  37 

94  47 

55  98 

123  03 

148  49 

135  85 

67  00 

82  63 

30  50 


Summer  Term. 


Total,  1883 

"       1882... • 


Increase 
Decrease 


.••••«• 


83  46 


$1063  86 
1718  20 


52  34 


$  1G3  41 

102  43 
150  00 
112  79 
164  09 
124  44 

66  49 
131  88 
179  55 

83  25 
118  81 
105  39 
131  62 
102  33 
111  44 

47  12 


56  75 


$1951  79 
1909  92 

41  87 


TOTAL. 


286  87 
166  69 
300  00 
197  21 
300  00 
237  41 
112  55 
259  25 
274  02 
139  2S 
241  84 
253  88 
267  47 
169  33 
194  07 
77  62 


140  21 


$3617  65 
3628  12 


10  47 


POOR  ISECrriONS— ESPECIAL    COUNTY    AID. 


TABLB  XI 

POOR  SECTIONS— SPECIAL  COUNTY  AID. 


[JNICfPALtTIBS. 

Knmber  of   thM. 

S«^i«i(  haHnf 

Sohooli. 

Amoant  of  Oonnty  Awenment 
purid  to-  thM.  SeboaU  over  and 
ahot*   the  .rdinary  allowMia.. 

Winter 
Term. 

Rummer 
Term. 

Winter 
Term. 

Summer 
Term. 

Total 

olis,  County  of., 
mish,           II 
ireton,        n 
ster,            If 
sriand,         n 
.District  of 

OTO',  II               

ry's,  M          

X,  County  of. . .. 

.District of  East. . 

II          West.. 

less,  County   of. . 

11 
burg  k  N.  Dublin. 
T,  District  of  .... 

,  County  of 

R,          II         

ondf    II         

irno,  District  of  . . 

gton,         II 

ia.  Cotintv  of  .... 

14 

7 

17 

11 

16 

8 

4 

2 

3 

15 

3 

5 

6 

15 

11 

6 

14 

8 

9 

2 

2 

18 
11 
20 

14 

22 

10 

3 

3 

4 

15 

9 

8 

9 

17 

7 

m 

0 

15 

12 

12 

3 

3 

$  98  61 

56  31 
122  05 

82  92 
112  50 

73  72 

37  84 

17  70 
27  45 

114  61 
42  77 

42  86 
37  46 

100  18 
76  77 

43  25 
110  43 

48  66 
75  98 
10  02 

18  64 

$127  73 

79  15 

142  91 

93  34 
142  8J 

83  54 
32  17 
27  74 
26  72 

113  63 
66  41 
62  13 
60  73 

141  46 
64  13 
30  97 

102  62 
72  26 

94  55 
19  47 
23  21 

$226  34 

135  46 

264  96 

176  26 

255  30 

157  26 

70  01 

45  44 

54  17 

228  24 

109  18 

104  99 

98  21 

241  64 

130  90 

74  22 

213  05 

120  83 

170  53 

29  49 

41  65 

>uth,  District  of  . . 

•  y                                             N                                 •    a 

5 
5 

4 
3 

36  57 
42  32 

29  25 
24  70 

65  82 
67  02 

oUl,   1863 

H       1882  

190 
200 

227 
230 

1429  62 
1392  37 

1651  64 
1531  CO 

3081  16 
2923  97 

IncFease 

87  15 

120  04 

157  19 

Decrease 

10 

3 

APPOBXtONUENT  OF  COUKTK   FUND — ^W1NTER.-TEBK 


TABLE  xn. 

APPORTIONMEST    OF    COUNTY    FUND     Xa    lEHSTEES 
WINTEE  TEEM  ENDED  APEIL  30,   1883. 


MONICIPALITIES. 


isi 


Annapolis   

252207 

Antigonish 

178151 

Cape  Breton 

330036 

Colchester 

31-^361 

Cumberland    

2SM727 

14862>i 

91302 
981  .H 

Giiyshorough .... 

8t.    Mary's 

*C14fi 

Halifax  Co 

233711 

HanU,  East 

127*36 

-      Wmt.... 

154337 

Inverness    

2600.56 

273428 
300439 

Lunonbiirg  ant]  ) 
New    UubtinJ 

Chester   

5402J 

Pictou 

393916 

Queens    

132917 

Richmond 

I2(i68r 

Shelhurne  

9213! 

Earrington 

71871 

Victoria 

11305^ 

Yarmouth 

18U10I 

Argyle     

132879 

Total,  1883.... 

448979.1 

1508  S 

1313  e 

1405  C 
502  C 
340  1 
540  ( 
244  C 
1428  7 
50«  ! 
012  C 
1052  1 
1207  i 
1274  35 
253  00 
1S38  10 
589  3: 
725  65 
444  04 
30(5  71 
748  07 
051  05 
485  31 


S1S80 
1756 
3103 
2181 
2009 
1223 

826 
1353 

490 
3253 

971 
1322 
2104 
2226 
2195  30 

501  60 
3431   81 

907  20 
1343  77 

699  01 

756  29 
1121  33 
1059  07 

900  57 


14  330  00 
40    30  00 

08 

141 
74 
85  . 


21  59 
8.41 
90  00 


10  74 
60  00 


16  23 
13  77 


S3090  00 
2709  (») 
4702  90 
;1494  78 
4104  82 
1813  88 
1106  51 
1922  00 
74S  80 
4772  If. 
1552  OO 
1951  50 
3847  00 
3524  05 

3513  91 

767  40 
5330  OO 
1586  53 
9269  42 
1159  50 
1077  45 
1870  00 
1826  95 
1405  65 


1.13 

l.OS 


.97 
l.OO 
1.54 
1.13 


.83 
1.01 


1.42 
.89 
I.2» 


21079  60 
20783  89 


38673  6.^420  00 
32429  18.360  00 


60173  it    1.01 
.53373  07   .89 


Increase  . . 
T3eereii.Ke . , 


APPOBTIOKMENT  OF  COONTY    FUNI>— SDMHKR  TERM. 


TABLE  XIII. 

APPORTIONMENT    OY    COUNTY    FUND     TO    TRUSTEES    FOR 
SUMMER    TERM    ENDED    OCTOBER    31,    18S3. 


MUNICIPALITIES. 


|C-^ 


Aonnpnlifi  .... 
ADtiyoTiish  .... 
Cape  Breton  . . 
Colchewtpr  .... 
Cumiicrland   ,, 

Digby 

Clare 

Goysbnroiigh , . 

St.  Mary's 

Halifax*  Co 

Hants,  East  . . 

"       West 

Inverness    , 

Kings 

Lunenburg  and  | 

New    Dublin) 

Chester 

Pictou 

Queens  . .  . 
Richmnnd  . 
Shelbiirne  . 
Barrington . 
Victoria  . . . 
Yarmouth  . 
Argjie     . . . 

To'al.  INS.'J., 
"      Ih82. 


22S685 
1CS2SC 

StOfitl.T 

3147:1.1 
3028.".0 
l+r,ii(i 
103224 
102927 
44901 
3l.i4«3 
J.^COOO 
102491 
24432 
23021 

238120 
52tl4R 
39(1767 
J  2. '1420 
14.1S42 
027H-2 
77330 
9t,S;)3 
137470 
I 233«2 


S12r.O  i 
1041  { 
l.iSl  f 
143.5  S 
1836  ( 
G.iC  .' 
Sr.8  ? 
CIS  7 
292  C 
1491  t 
C91  S 
069  7 
1701  3 
1201  (1 
1170  46 

292 
1830  89 
COO  21 
870  83 
497  10 
357  ^8 
746  33 
or,7  2.i 
448  G3 


.  42!)4S48,222CC  24 
.  42.il(!442l7H7  81 


I ¥1809 
1037 
3101 
2023 
2237 
1158 

808 
1299 

443 
3250 

884 
124'8 
21 4o 
2288 

2300  28 

464  09 

3439  11 

920  28 

1407  41 

646  8.1 

70.T  12 

1O03  67 

l|.i3  47 
1003 

:t7420  59 
31107  82 


»30  00S309n 

30  00  2709 

4083 

30  on  3488 

30  on  4103 

1814 

1107 

21  59  1039 

8  41  743 

30  00  4772 


26  58 
33  42 


1.02 
1.12 
.08 
.82 
.97 
1.01 

3.520  00    103 


2  ( 
19.11  ; 
3847  { 


10  74 
00  00 


15  55 
14  45 
30  00 
10  23 
IJ  77 


768  42 
.5330  001 
1580  49 
2278  24 
11.59  50 
1077  45 
1870  0{) 
1726  !)?. 
1465  05 


.94 
.76 
1.02 
.77 


480  00  00166  83 
420  CO  53375  63 


IiiTeast 
1  )ecrt'as. 


43204      478  43    6252  77 


EXPENDITURE  OF  GOVERNMENT  FUNDS. 
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TABLE  XVn.— COUNTY  ACADEMIES  AND  SPECIAL 

ACADEMIES— (CompiNUBD. ) 


PicTou  Academy. 

Income  from  Rents,  Jsc — The  $2,333  in  this  column  is  the  amount 
paid  out  of  the  general  school  fund  of  the  Municipality  for  Academic 
purposes. 

A.  H.  McKAY.  B.  A.,  B.  Sc., 

Principal. 


Deaf  and  Dumb  Institution. 

(a)  Eighty  dollars  is  the  nominal  charge,  but  most  of  the  pupils 
are  boarded  an<l  educated  free. 

(b)  Mere  tabulated  returns  give  no  proper  idea  of  the  work  done 
in  a  school  like  this.  The  specific  object  of  Deafmute  Education  is 
to  impart  a  practical  knowledge  of  common  English,  such  as  the 
youngest  hearing  child  possesses  before  he  goes  to  school.  Everything 
taught  is  subsidiary  to  this  end. 

(c)  This  incliides  $1500  from  New  Brunswick,  $300  from  P.  E. 
Island,  and  $500  from  Newfoundland. 

(d)  Under  this  head  is  included  Matron's  salary,  Servants'  wages, 
Board  of  Pupils,  fuel,  gas,  and  all  other  household  expenses. 

The  financial  returns  are  from  the  Treasurer's  account  as  published 
in  the  last  Annual  Report  of  the  Institution — that  for  1883  not  being 
yet  published. 

J.  SCOTT  BUTTON,  M.  A., 

Principal. 


Queens  County  Academy. 

Nearly  one-half  of  the  daily  attendance  in  the  High  School  is 
ouiaid^e  sectior)  No.  3.  A  considerable  number  attend  the  lower 
departments  also  from  whom  no  fees  are  exacted. 

NICHOLAS  SMITH, 

Principal. 
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Cape  Breton  County  Academy. 

At  the  recent  Teachers*  Examination  Mr.  E.  T.  MacEeen,  of  the 
Preparatory  Department,  passed  most  creditably  the  examination  for 
Grade  A.  By  an  arrangement  between  the  Principal  and  him,  and 
with  the  consent  of  the  trustees,  Mr.  McKittrick  teaches  Arithmetic, 
Algebra  and  Geometry  in  the  Prep.  Department,  while  Mr.  MacKeen 
takes  charge  of  the  Latin,  Grammar  and  Anal^'sis,  and  History  classes 
in  the  Academy.  Judging  from  the  results  of  the  past  summer's 
work;  we  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  this  division  of  labor  has 
resulted  most  beneficially  to  the  Academy.  And  while  we  are  now 
employing  two  Grade  A  teachers,  we  hope  ere  long  that  such  an 
arrangement  may  be  effected  by  the  C.  P.  I.  as  will  enable  us  to 
employ  an  additional  teacher,  and  thus  have  the  present  Grade  A 
teachers  engaged  exclusively  in  Academic  work. 

During  the  winter  term  of  1882-83  Hector  McTnnis,  Elsq.,  (Grade 
A),  filled  the  position  of  Principal  of  our  Academy. 

B.  McKITTRICK,  B.  A.. 

Bead  Master, 


SmiBCART    or   GOVERNMENT    EXPENDiTUKE.  CC 


TABLE   XVnL 

SUMMARY  OF  GOVERNMENT  GRANTS  FOR  EDUCATION, 

1883. 

Common  Schools S  149,761  50 

Normal    School 6,015  00 

Special  Academies 4,000  OO 

County  Academies  9,000  OO 

Inspection 11,450  OO 

Expenses  OflBce 1,044  17 

Salaries 3,400  OO 

Travelling  expenses,  Normal  School  Pupils 752  85- 

Examination 535  9S 

Interest 127  65 

$186,087  12 
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APPENDIX  A. 


REPORT  OF  THE   NORMAL  SCHOOL 


To  David  Allison,  Esq..  Ll.  D., 

SupeHntendent  of  Education, 

SiK, — The  followinn:  Report  of  the  Normal  School  for  the  Session 
of  1882-3  is  respectfully  submitted. 

The  total  number  of  students  enrolled  was  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five,  representing  the  various   counties  as  follows  : — 

Colchester 35     Digby 3 

Cumberland    23     Queens    3 

Hants 12     Inverness    3 

Kings 11     Yarmouth 2 

Annapolis    10     Lunenburg 2 

Halifax 5     Victoria 2 

Pictou 5     Richmond    2 

Guysboro'    5     Antigonish !  . . . .  1 

New  Brunswick 1 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  counties  of  Shelburne  and  Cape 
Breton  sent  us  no  students. 

Seventy-five  students  of  the  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  enrolled 
attended  throuirhout  the  whole  of  the  session.  Of  the  remaininsf 
fifty,  who  attended  only  a  part  of  the  session,  a  few  were  unable  to 
prosecute  their  studies  in  consequence  of  ill-health  ;  some  left  us  at 
the  end  of  April  to  take  charge  of  schools ;  and  others  were  students 
of  some  former  year  who  were  admitted  at  different  periods,  but 
chiefly  at  the  first  of  May,  to  complete  an  unfinished  course. 

We  awarded  in  all  eighty-two  diplomas,  including  three  of  Grade 
Superiar,  forty-four  of  Grade  Good,  and  thirty-five  of  Grade  Fair. 

The  Governor- General's  medals  were  awarded  to  the  writers  of 
the  best  essays  on  "  Froebel  and  the  Kindernrarten."  The  silver  medal 
was  taken  by  Mr.  Daniel  Brehaut  of  Halifax  County,  and  the  bronze 
medal  by  Miss  Bessie  Freeman  of  Queens. 


4  principal's  report. 


Owing  to  the  unusual  severit}'  of  the  past  winter,  the  item  of 
fuel  in  my  account  of  expenditure  considerably  exceeds  that  of 
former  years.  In  very  cold  and  windy  weather  our  heating  apparatus 
— which  is  on  the  hot  water  principle — is  scarcely  adequate  to  the 
work  of  keeping  the  building  at  a  comfortable  temperature. 

I  feel  confident  that  the  work  of  the  session  will,  to  a  reasonable 
extent,  tend  to  elevate  the  character  of  the  teaching  of  onr  public 
schools.  It  is  too  much  to  assume  that  all  who  were  under  training 
will  become  successful  teachers.  Some  of  the  elements  of  success 
are  not  communicable  and  cannot  be  acquired.  Then,  many  of  car 
students  are  under  the  necessity  of  so  dividing  their  energies  between 
matter  and  method, — between  the  acquisition  of  knowledge  and  that 
of  practical  skill  in  teaching, — that  they  do  not  derive  the  fullest 
measure  of  that  strictly  professional  benefit  which  the  Institution  is 
able,  under  more  advantageous  circumstances,  to  afford. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Yours  with  respect, 

J.  B.  CALKIN. 
Truro,  Dec  31,  1888. 
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Students  of  Normal  School,  1882-3. 


I  whose  aamei  are  marked  that*  were  not  ezamiaod  for  License  at  oloie  of  Seeiion. 


Kami. 


Normal  School 
Diploma. 


E.  Oricrson    

^  Smith    

VI.  Harlow 

ie  M.  Qrierson   . . . . 

H.  Allan    

F.Churchill 

McDoii^all 

3  H.  McGregor  . . . . 

M.  Hislop 

.  Richardson 

Crane 

i  McKay 

}illespie 

iTohin 

^,.  Ritchie    

M.  Freeman 

M.  Terry    

.  Chapman 

X  Leake   

Page  Vickery   . . . . 

Upham    

le  Harris 

B.  Prince 

r.  Logan 

aF.  Cox 

Holesworth 

i  L.  Balcom 

Sfarratt 

Tuttle   

[.  Gillmore 

i  M.  Haliburton. . . . 

McKenzie 

L  Ernst 

.itia   Betts 

E.   Coleman 

Dickie 


Kings; 

Queens, 

Queens, 

Kings, 

Yarmouth, 

Yarmouth, 

Colchester, 

Annapolis, 

Colchester, 

Colchester, 

BaieVerte,N.B. 

Pictou, 

Cumberland, 

Kings, 

Annapolis, 

Queens, 

Kings, 

Cumberland, 

Cumberland, 

Cumberland, 

Colchester, 

Annapolis, 

Annapolis, 

Colchester, 

Colchester, 

Hants, 

Annapolis, 

Colchester, 

Cumberland, 

Kings, 

Victoria, 

Victoria, 

Lunenburg, 

Cumberland, 

Kings, 

Colchester, 
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B 

c 

B 
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None 

D 

If 

C 

C 

•  • 

None 
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None 

B 

C 

B 

C 

«  • 

C 

B 

C 

•  • 
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.  • 

D 

•  • 

C 

B 

C 

B 

C 

C 

C 

•  • 

None 

B 

D 

•  • 

None 

C 

D 

*  • 

D 

c 

C 

B 

D 

C 

C 

B 

D 

C 

0 

D 

None 

B 

Good. 
II 

M 

Fair. 
Good. 

II 

II 
Fair. 

II 

II 
Good. 

Good. 

•I 

II 
Superior. 

Superior. 
Good. 


Good. 
Fair. 


Good. 

II 


II 


Good. 
Superior. 
Good. 
. »» 

Fair. 
Good, 
ti 
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NORMAL    SCHOOL.— (Continued.) 


Nams. 


CODNTT. 


Normal  School 
Diploma. 


*Graham  Creighton     . . . . 

*Elliott  Lindsay   

Lenfest   Rugbies 

Daniel  Brehaut 

*Laurence  D.  Shaffner. , , . 

0.   Fletcher  Best 

George  H.  Crowe 

Solon  Purdy. 

William   Hutchinson   . . . . 

Robert  M.  Smith 

*  Alex.  A.  McDonald 

Jotham  N.  Logan 

Donald  S.  Mcintosh 

John  F.  Steele 

Roderick  Fin  lay  son   

Henry    Simpson   

*Jessie  M.  McCully 

Jessie   R.   Olding 

*Belle  McNaughton 

*Alice  Collins   

James  E.  Barteaux 

Wm.  A.  DeWolfe 

Lucy    Spencer 

Lizzie    Nelson 

Ada  F.  Farnell 

Annie  J.  McLeod 

♦Bella  McDonald 

Lucy   Archibald    

Clara  M.  Archibald 

*Emma  J.  McKay 

Bella  Hattie 

Susie  Yuill    

Annie  Yuill 

Rose  E.  Upham 

Ella  Fletcher 

*Anna  M.  Sutherland .... 

Eva  Eaton 

Ma<;gie  R.  Burton 

*Thira  A.  Eraser 

*Emma  L.  McLean   

Aj^Mies   McDonald 

Elniona  Curry 

Ada  A.  Ernst    

*Clara  Oillespie 


Pictou, 

Halifax, 

Annapolis, 

Halifax, 

Annapolis, 

Kings, 

Colchester, 

Kings, 

Hants, 

Antigonish, 

Colchester, 

Inverness, 

Guysborough, 

Inverness, 

Hants, 

Colchester, 

Pictou, 

Guysborough, 

I^ighy, 

Annapolis, 

Hants, 

Colchester, 

Colchester, 

Halifax, 

Richmond, 

Guysborough, 

Colchester, 

Colchester, 

Colchester, 

Colchester, 

C'ol  Chester, 
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APPENDIX    B. 


REPORTS  OF  INSPECTORS  OF  SCHOOLS. 


DISTRICT  No.  1.— CITY   AND  COUNTY  OF  HALIFAX. 

HiNKLE  Condon,  Inspector. 

Sir,— 

In  February  last  the  school-house  in  Head  Harbor,  Section 
No.  4,  Margaret's  Bay,  was  destroyed  by  fire.  Immediately  aft^r 
a  special  meeting  of  the  ratepayers  Was  called,  when  it  was  resolved 
to  take  the  necessary  steps  for  a  division  of  the  Section. 

At  the  meeting,  in  May,  of  the  Board  for  the  Western  District, 
the  Commissioners  formed  a  new  Section,  called  "  East  River,"  No.  3  J 
making  in  all  129  Sections  in  District  No.  1.  Of  these,  however,  one 
— Kemptown — may  be  struck  otf,  as  the  removal  of  the  two 
families,  upon  which  the  school  principally  depended,  has  left  less 
than  half-a-dozen  children,  who  are  accommodated  in  an  adjoining 
Section.  Thus,  as  a  result  of  the  burning  of  the  old  school-house 
which,  by  the  way,  was  well  insured,  we  have  now  in  the  Head 
Harbor  Section  a  new  building  that  is  in  every  way  a  credit  to  the 
people,  and,  in  the  East  River,  one  in  the  course  of  erection. 

In  March,  a  gentleman  in  Halifax  kindly  offered  to  give  one  hun- 
dred dollars  ($100)  towards  the  building  of  a  school-house  in  the 
African  Settlement  beyond  Hammond's  Plains,  on  condition  that  I 
would  look  after  the  expenditure  of  the  money,  so  that  he  might  be 
assured  it  would  be  used  in  good  faith.  I  have  since  given  four  days 
to  this  Section,  the  last  of  which  was  very  satisfactory  to  me,  inas- 
much as  it  was  spent  visiting  the  school  in  the  new  house.  Truly 
these  people  are  highly  favoured,  as  they  have  now  a  new  house,  an 
excellent  teacher,  and  a  liberal  grant  of  thirty  pounds  sterling  per 
annum,  without  any  limitations  that  at  all  interfere  with  our  Public 
School  system.  The  same  gentleman  also  gave  twenty  dollars  ($20) 
towards  a  new  house  in  the  Lucas  (colored)  Section,  which  with 
twenty-five  dollars  ($25)  from  yourself,  has  enabled  these  industrious 
people  to  provide  a  house,  which  is  substantially  built.  I  am  also 
nappy  to  report  the  house  in  the  Lake  Loon  (colored)  Section  as  now 
ready  for  a  teacher,  through  the  aid  given  by  the  Commissioners, 
yourself  and  a  lady  teacher  in  Dartmouth. 
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contrary  to  the  teacher's  own  judgment.  Such  cafses  I  now  meet  by 
pointing  to  the  COURSE  OF  Study  and  saying,  "  This  is  at  once  your 
guide  and  safeguard ;  the  subjects  you  are  bound  by  law  to  teach,  and 
the  order  in  which  they  are  to  be  taken,  are  clearly  laid  down,  an  1,  if 
you  faithfully  follow  it,  no  one,  neither  parents  nor  Trustees  nor 
Inspector,  can  legally  interfere  and  set  aside  your  authority  in  the 
school-room." 

I  most  thoroughly  endorse  the*  Course  of  Study  which,  if 
honestly  adopted,  will  accomplish  great  things  in  systematizing  our 
school-work  and  giving  coherency  and  directnessof  aim  to  the  instruction 
imparted.  I  lay  stress  on  the  constantly  recurring  charge  which 
requires  the  pupils  to  "  reproduce  the  substance  of  the  lessons  orally 
and  in  writing."  Both  as  a  teacher  and  Inspector,  I  have  always 
emphasized  this  point,  because  I  have  always  realized  the  value  of 
the  "  power  of  expression"  and  have  also  felt  that  if  our  people  are 
to  become  fluent  speakers  and  ready  writers  the  foundation  of  these 
acquisitions  must  be  laid  in  the  primary  school,  and  built  upon  and 
improved  in  every  successive  grade. 

Our  best  teachers  appreciate  the  Course  of  Study,  and  are 
prepared,  heartily  and  in  good  faith,  *"o  carry  out  its  instructions, 
which  often  give  form  and  substance  to  their  own  best  ideas,  and  a 
legal  warrant  for  reducing  them  to  practice ;  some  few,  if  allowed, 
will  quietly  ignore  it.  but  the  larger  number  will  need  explanations 
and  suggestions  before  they  become  familiar  with  its  use.  Much 
must  depend  upon  the  vigilance  of  the  Inspector,  who  with  young 
and  inexperienced  teachers,  must  be  ready  to  point  out  that,  so  far 
from  it  being  something  formidable,  it  is  calculated  to  make  their 
work  interesting  and  therefore  easy. 

The  notice  to  trustees  which  recommends  them  to  provide  Smith's 
Manual,  Calkin's  Object  Lessons  and  Prang  s  Natural  History  Series 
is  quite  disregarded,  with  the  exception  of  the  school  at  Bedford, 
which  is  honourably  distinguished  by  having  all  the  above  and 
making  an  efficient  use  of  them.  Five  other  schools  in  the  County 
have  Smith's  Manual,  but  in  the  rest  where  Drawing  is  taught  the 
teacher  has  to  procure  the  book  himself  or  get  along  as  best  he  can 
without  it. 

It  will  be  seen  by  this  that  considerable  apathy  still  prevails  in 
regard  to  the  necessary  supply  of  books,  maps,  &c.,  to  the  serious 
hindrance  of  school  work,  and  unless  we  can  take  a  new  departure 
in  this  respect  the  evil  will  still  continue  with  increasingly  bad 
results.  It  only  remains  for  me  to  reiterate  the  statement  made  in 
former  Reports  that,  unless  the  Inspector  can  be  legally  empowered 
to  supply  deficiencies  of  this  sort  out  of  the  County  Fund,  in  a 
majority  of  cases  the  efficiency  of  our  schools  cannot  be  secured. 
The  present  would  be  an  excellent  time  to  carry  this  into  effect,  as  the 
County  Fund  is  unusually  large. 

Does  it  not  seem  anomalous  for  schools  under  Provincial  control 
and  receiving  Provincial  aid  to  be  crippled  in  this  way  ? 
The     Inspector    makes    his    visit,   finds    perhaps   an     industrious 
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teacher,  willing  and  progressive,  but  without  the  necessary  appliances. 
Perhaps  less  than  ten  dollars  ($10)  would  reasonably  supply  the 
deficiencies ;  virtually,  the  Inspector  has  the  handling  of  the  County 
Fund,  and  yet  children  are  kept  back,  the  teacher  annoyed,  and  the 
community  deprived  of  the  benefit  which  would  accrue  to  it,  simply 
because  Trustees  vnll  not  and  the  Qovemment  official  dare  not 
deduct  enough  to  furnish  what  is  absolutely  necessary  if  the  section 
is  to  get  the  worth  of  the  money  already  expended. 

If  the  law  can  be  clear  and  unmistakable  on  this  point,  I  will 
guarantee  that  in  two  years,  without  any  hardship  or  unfairness,  not 
a  school  in  this  County  shall  be  any  longer  hampered  from  this  cause. 

A  few  remarks  as  to  the  character  of  the  work  done  may  now  be 
deemed  appropriate. 

In  regard  to  Jl/tmc,  which  comes  first  in  our  Tables,  I  have  put 
down  the  figures  opposite  "  By  Rote"  for  Winter  Term  3173,  and 
for  Summer  4200,  but  when  it  comes  to  giving  2490  and  2520 
respectively  as  studying  Theory,  I  could  not  with  a  clear  conscience 
do  less  than  cut  off  the  thousands,  and  even  then,  if  held  to  a  strict 
definition  of  Musical  Theory,  I  fear  that  I  could  not  defend  my 
own  figures. 

Reading. — I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  there  is  a  steadily 
increasing  improvement  in  this  important  branch,  especially  in  points 
collaterally  connected,  so  that  it  is  now  taking  its  proper  rank  as  an 
intellectual  exercise. 

Ih'awing, — I  have  marked  as  follows,  for  the  Winter  Term  933> 
Summer  1056. 

Bistoi'y, — The  Histories  of  Nova  Scotia  and  British  America  have 
been  studied  with  considerable  care,  especially  in  the  Summer  Term, 
so  that  our  children  are  becoming  acquainted  with  the  resources  of 
their  own  country,  its  constitution,  laws  and  customs,  and  the  various 
geographical  points  of  interest  connected  with  it. 

Arithmetic. — In  all  our  schools,  of  every  grade,  no  subject  shew® 
so  decided  an  improvement  as  this,  not  only  in  regard  to  quickness, 
accuracy  and  neatness  of  slate  work,  but  also  in  a  more  evident 
mastery  of  the  principles  on  which  the  questions  given  depend. 

CITY    SCHOOLS. 

As  usual,  I  have  spent  four  months  of  the  year  in  the  schools  of 
Halifax  City,  and  have  endeavoured,  by  a  faithful  discharge  of  the 
duties  of  Inspector,  to  help  these  schools  in  their  eflforts  to  attain  the 
rank  and  position  to  which,  by  their  importance  they  are  justly 
entitled. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

H.  CONDON. 

To  David  Allison,  Ll.  D., 

Superintendent  of  Education. 
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DISTRICT  NO.  2— LUNENBURG  AND  QUEENS. 

Thomas  R.  Pattillo,  A.  M.,  Inspector. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  fourth  annual  report  oa 
Bchools  and  educational  work  jrenerally  in  Inspectoral  District  No.  2, 
comprising  the  Counties  of  Lunenburg  and  Queens,  for  the  year 
ending  October  31,  1883  :— 

In  Lunenburg  there  are  137  Sections,  and  in  Queens,  42.  All  of 
these  have  school-houses  but  six  (6),  three  (3)  of  which  are  on  islands, 
80  located  as  to  render  schools  impiucticable  for  the  present.  The 
others  expect  to  build  shortly. 

Twelve  (12)  school-houses  were  built  during  the  year  and  three 
(3)  finished  inside,  making  tltirty-oiie  (31)  of  the  former  and  fifteen 
of  the  latter,  since  the  district  passed  under  my  supervision.  The 
current  term  there  are  four  (4)  Tiew  ones  under  contract,  and  five  (5) 
others  being  enlarged  and  repaired.  When  these  are  completed  there 
will  be  very  few  left  that  are  not  passable. 

Chester  town  added  a  third  department  to  its  schools  at  the 
beginning  of  the  Winter  term.  This  was  a  judicious  movement,  as 
the  primary  room  was  too  crowded  for  profitable  instruction. 

Bridge  water  section  graded  its  schools  on  a  higher  standard  at 
the  commencement  of  the  Summer  term,  and  re-opened  the  advanced 
department  cloj-ed  two  years  ago. 

Lunenburg  town  had  a  school-house  built  in  that  part  of  the 
section  known  as  "Newtown"  to  accommodate  the  small  children 
there,  and  relieve  the  lower  departments  in  the  Academy,  reported 
last  year  as  crowded.  This  school  was  opened  a  few  weeks  ago,  and 
the  results  already  prove  the  wisdom  of  the  action. 

Cherry  Hill.  Harriston,  Farmerville,  Pleasantville,  Grant,  Lower 
Cornwall  and  Bayswater  had  school  in  new  buildings  during  the 
"whole,  or  a  portion  of  the  year. 

Nineveh,  Vogler*s  Cove  (East),  Crouser,  Rynor,  Little  Tancook 
Island,  North  West  Cove,  Germantown,  Mill  Road,  Indian  Point, 
Campertown  and  Middle  Cornwall  are  eleven  of  the  twelve  Sections 
mentioned  before,  as  having  built  during  the  year.  These  expect  to 
have  school  the  current  term.  Ten  (10)  of  the  last  named  eighteen 
(18)  Sections  have  never  had  school  privileges  under  the  law. 

The  number  of  pupils  registered  and  the  daily  attendance  are 
gradually  increasing,  as  the  following  comparative  terminal  statement 
fihews  : — 

7025  pupils  were  enrolled  in  the  Winter  Term  of  tSSI,  7330  in 
1882,  78G8  in  1883,  a  gain  of  843  in  two  years,  and  530  in  the  last. 
In  the  Summer  Term  of  1881  there  were  6209  pupils  enrolled,  6607 
in  1882,  7038  in  1883,  a  gain  of  820  in  two  years,  and  431  in  the  last. 
8778  difl'erent  pupils  were  in  the  schools  of  the  District  in  1882,  and 
9546  in  1883.  an  increase  of  768.  The  grand  total  attendance  in 
the  Winter  Term  increased  44128  days,  and  in  the  Summer  Term 
26356  days  over  the  corresponding  terms  of  1882. 
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The  proportion  of  population  at  school  during  the  3'ear  on  the- 
c«*nsus  of  1881,  was  1  in  4  in  Lunenburg  County,  and  1  in  4.2  ia 
Queens. 

I  was  fearful  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  that  there  would  be  a 
rctrogressicfn  in  the  miscellaneous  schools  of  the  District,  so  many  of 
the  teachers  were  untrained  and  inexperienced ;  but  I  am  pleased  to- 
report  the  work,  as  a  whole,  as  efficiently  and  faithfully  pei-foi-med 
as  heretofore.  The  young  teachers  were  ambitious  and  managed 
their  schools  quite  successfully. 

The  graded  schools  have  with  few  exceptions  improved  in  the 
character  and  variety  of  the  exercises. 

Classes  of  candidates  went  up  for  examination  in  July  from  the^ 
schools  at  Liverpool,  Milton,  Mill  Village,  Port  Medway,  Lunenburg, 
Bridgewater,  Mahone  Bay,  Port  Joli,  North  Brookfield  and  Ritcey's 
Cove.  A  larger  percentage  than  usual  succeeded  in  obtaining  the^ 
Licenses  applied  for,  with  good  averages.  It  is  due  to  Mr.  Smith,  the 
Principal  of  Liverpool  Academy,  to  state  that  one  of  his  pupils  secured 
a  bursary  at  the  Matriculation  Examination  in  Dalhousie,  and  two 
others  entered  the  Freshman  class  in  Acadia.  As  you  visited  and 
inspected  the  Academic  departments  in  both  Counties  in  June,  I  shalJ 
not  make  special  mention  of  them  here. 

The  demand  for  teachers  continues  to  be  much  greater  than  the 
supply.  Each  term  has  found  several  of  the  smaller  schools  without 
teachers,  that  would  have  been  closed  had  not  Local  Permissives. 
been  obtained.  The  difficulty  has  increased  the  current  term, 
and  a  number  of  the  larger  ones  are  closed  at  the  present  writing  for 
want  of  a  suitable  supply.  In  this  District  there  are  not  sufficient 
teachers,  were  they  all  inclined  to  take  schools,  to  supply  them.  The 
few  that  come  to  us  from  abroad  are  more  than  balanced  by  those 
that  go  out  from  us,  so  that  at  the  beginning  of  each  term  for  some 
time,  at  least,  we  are  likely  to  be  in  the  same  predicament. 

There  are  not  nearly  as  many  preparing  for  teaching  as  are 
leaving  the  profession,  so  that  the  prospect  from  that  source  is  not 
flattering.  Upwards  of  fifty  ^50)  of  those  that  taught  in  the  District, 
one  or  both  terms,  are  to-day  engaged  in  other  en)ployments.  The 
principal  reason  assigned  by  them  for  so  doing  is  the  smallness  of  the 
salaries. 

The  scarcity  of  teachers  has  tended  to  slightly  increase  the 
remuneration  of  all  the  Grades,  the  most  noticeable  advance  being 
in  the  salary  of  Grade  B  females  in  Lunenburg  County. 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  an  arrangement  has  been  made  with 
the  Municipal  Council  cf  Queens  by  which  your  order  on  the 
Treasurer  of  that  District  will  be  paid  shortly  after  presentation. 
This  will  enable  me  to  pay  the  teachers  of  Queens  in  November, 
instead  of  December  and  January  as  heretofore.  There  are  few  schools 
supplied  with  snch  apparatus  as  the  law  requires,  and  much  improve- 
ment cannot  be  looked  for  under  the  present  arrangement,  which 
expects    the  Secretary  of  Trustees  to  furnish  the  needed  articles. 

I  have  more  wrangling  with  school  officials  over  this  matter  than 
^11  others  combined^  as  so  many  are  placed  in  these  positions  whose 
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education  is  limited,  and  who  consequently  are  unacquainted  with 
the  requirements  of  a  school,  and  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  a 
well-equipped  one.  The  Council  of  Public  Instruction  recently  pre- 
Bcribed  a  certain  Manual  in  connection  with  the  Course  of. Study,  but 
if  there  be  no  other  source  of  supply  than  the  above,  that  part  of  the 
work  depending  upon  said  book  will  be  a  dead  letter  for  a  long  time  in 
many  sections.  Since  the  Inspectors  are  required  to  see  that  suitable 
apparatus  is  provided,  allow  me  to  suggest  that  they  be  authorized  to 
purchase,  for  such  sections  as  will  not  supply  themselves,  the  articles 
needed,  and  deduct  the  cost  out  of  the  County  money. 

Copies  of  the  Course  of  Study  were  supplied  to  the  schools  during 
the  Winter  term,  and,  where  the  design  was  not  fully  understood,  I 
explained  the  gi-ades  and  helped  to  classify.  On  my  next  visit  I 
observed  that  the  graded  schools  generally  had  adopted  it,  and  where 
they  had  the  Manuals  wore  having  interesting  classes  in  Drawing  and 
"  Common  Things."  In  a  few  of  the  miscellaneous  schools  in  which 
these  **  aids'*  were  found,  there  were  similar  exercises,  but  the  great 
majority  of  the  teachei's  had  not  been  supplied,  and  consequently 
while  attempting  to  work  their  classes  more  or  less  into  the  ariange- 
ment  of  the  course,  were  not  able  to  cai*ry  on  some  of  its  special 
features. 

The  Act  to  •secure  Better  Attendance  at  the  Public  Schools  was 
overlooked  in  several  sections  at  the  Annual  Meeting,  but  where  dis- 
cussed was  not  generally  popular,  as  few  Sections  chose  to  take 
advantage  of  its  provisions. 

Each  year  some  of  these  sections  fail  to  hold  their  Annual 
Meetings,  generally  through  circumstances  over  which  the  trustees 
have  no  control,  as  many  of  them  are  fishermen,  whose  occupation 
calls  them  from  home  at  that  particular  time.  In  such  cases,  you  are 
aware,  the  trustees  have  to  be  appointed  through  the  Commissioners* 
Committee,  necessitating  much  delay  and  inconvenience,  as  they  have 
to  be  instructed  first  how  to  proceed  before  any  action  can  be  taken. 
Were  a  regulation  made  permitting  such  sections  to  hold  their 
meetings  after  the  usual  notice,  the  business  would  be  expedited  and 
the  people  accommodated. 

The  majority  of  the  teachers  in  the  District  have  grade  D  licenses^ 
under  the  requirements  of  which  they  are  not  qualified  to  teach  even  the 
elements  of  book-keeping.  The  pupils  under  their  instruction  have  no 
other  way  of  obtaining  an  insight  into  this  very  important  practical 
branch  but  through  the  school  room,  and  therefore  are  at  preheat 
virtually  debarred  from  obtaining  a  knowledge  of  it 

This  is  so  keenly  felt  in  a  large  number  of  our  sections  that  the 
Commissioners  of  Schools  for  Lunenburg  and  New  Dublin  Districta^ 
at  the  last  meeting,  deemed  it  their  duty  to  bring  the  sul^ect  to  the 
notice  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction.  With  this  object  in  view, 
the  Board  passed  the  following  resolution: — "That  the  Council  of 
Public  Instruction  be  requested  to  substitute  Book-keeping  in  lieu  of 
Algebra  in  the  examination  papers  of  grade  D  candidates.*'  So  few 
teachers  of  that  grade  teach  Algebra  intelligently,  and  so  few  pupils 
in  the  schools  thus  presided  over  require  a  knowledge  of  it,  or  have 


SHELBURNE    AND    YARMOUTH.  17 


time  to  devote  to  the  study  of  a  branch  of  so  little  practical  benefit  in 
the  rudiments,  that  I  am  convinced  that  the  change  sought  is  a 
judicious  one. 

The  resolution  below  was  also  passed  at  the  same  meeting: — 
"That  the  Board  desires  to  lay  before  the  Council  of  Public 
Instruction  the  hardship  of  sections  not  being  able  to  recover  school 
taxes  from  lands  and  real  estate  held  by  non-residents  of  the  sections, 
the  present  school  law  in  practice  being  found  [largely  inoperative." 

I  beg  reference  to  my  notes  of  inspection  for  particulars  regarding 
sections  and  teachers. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

T.  K  PATTILLO, 

Inspector  No.  2  District 


DISTRICT  No.  3.— SHELBURNE  AND  YARMOUTH. 

A.  C.  A.  DoANE,  Inspector. 

Sir, — I  beg  respectfully  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  of  the. 
Schools  in  the  Counties  of  Yarmouth  and  Shelburne  for  the  year  just 
closed. 

From  a  careful  inspection  it  is  apparent  that  the  standing  of  the 
schools,  as  compared  with  former  yeara,  has  been  fully  or  more  than 
fully  sustained.  In  many  instances  marked  improvement  has  been 
evident,  useful  measures  have  been  adopted,  and  a  more  than  usual 
interest  in  education  manifested. 

It  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  tables  that  the  number  of 
sections  (134)  is  the  same  as  last  reported.  Of  these  twenty  were 
without  schools  during  winter  and  twenty-three  during  summer.  In 
most  of  these  the  ratepayers  are  well  able  to  keep  up  schools  throughout 
the  year,  and  in  some  cases  would  do  so,  were  it  not  that  an  opinion 
prevails,  based  obviously  on  Section  34  of  the  School  Act,  that  trustees 
are  not  required  to  employ  a  teacher  more  than  five  months  of  the 
year.  Hence  to  save  expense  the  schools  are  closed.  Only  four 
sections  were  without  schools.  These  were  McNutt's  Island,  East 
River  and  Hawthorn,  sparsejy  settled  localities  where  there  are  but 
few  children  to  attend.  The  other  was  the  coloured  division  of 
Riversdale.  Here  there  was  a  goodly  number  of  children,  but  no 
provision  was  made  for  their  needed  school  instruction. 

The  number  of  schools  and  departments  in  winter  was  158  and  in 
summer  151,  an  increase  of  eleven  in  the  formeV  over  last  year  and 
two  in  the  latter. — The  number  of  pupils  registered  in  winter  was 
7,228,  an  increase  of  230  over  the  previous,  and  in  summer  6,771,  an 
increase  of  213.    For  the  whole  year  there  were  8,964  different  pupils, 
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showing  an  increase  of  291.  The  grand  total  days  attended  by  all 
the  pupils  was,  for  the  first  term,  477,050,  and  for  the  last  term, 
430,964.  being  an  increase  of  15,428  and  18,391  over  the  corresponding' 
terms  of  1882.  The  number  daily  present  on  an  average  for  the  time 
in  session  was  4,537  in  winter  and  4,354  in  summer,  again,  respectively, 
of  IGl  and  142.  The  number  of  children  from  five  to  fifteen  years  of 
age  not  at  school  in  winter  was  1385  and  in  summer  1305,  a  decrease 
of  62  and  24  The  proportion  of  population  at  school  during  the  year 
was  1  in  4  05,  a  gain  sipce  last  report. 

The  foregoing  statistics  show  that  there  have  been  more  than  the 
usual  number  of  schools  in  session,  more  pupils  registered,  more 
regularity  in  the  attendance,  a  larger  average  and  percentage,  fewer 
that  did  not  attend,  and  a  larger  proportion  of  the  whole  people  at 
school,  assuredly  favorable  indications. 


No.  AND  Grades  of  Teachers. 


Winter. 

A.  B.  C.  D.  Total. 

Males 3  22  15  10  50 

Females 5  55  52  112 

Assistant 


Sammer. 

A.    B.    C.    D. 
3    13      6      5 
7    59    61 
1 


Winter. 

No.  of  Teachers  in  same  Section  as  previous  term 81 

No.  of  Teachers  removed  to  new  Sections 54 

No.  of  new  Teachers 27 


Total. 
27 
127 
1 

Smniner. 

101 
35 
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These  figures  evidence  more  permanency  than  heretofore,  and  a 
realizing  on  the  part  of  trustees  of  the  evils  of  frequent  change  of 
teachers. 

Average  Annual  Salary  of  Teachers,  including  Qovernment 

Grant. 

Males.  Femalei. 

A.  &  B.       C.  D.  B.  C.  D. 

Yarmouth  Co 8500.12  $320.00  $285.00   $336.00  $278.84  $192.64 

ShelburneCo 394.86     305.75     218.00      297.00     235.13     172.47 

Many  of  the  teachers  have  toiled  assiduously  in  the  discharge  of 
their  duties,  and  their  schools  have  shown  the  eflSciency  of  the  work 
done.  If  others  have  not  been  as  successful,  it  may  in  part  be  owing 
to  adverse  circumstances,  and  in  part  from  their  not  possessing  that 
special  tact  and  fitness  which  enables  some  to  accomplish  much  more 
than  others  and  which  makes  the  school-room  a  hive  of  industry. 

Yarmouth.        Shclburae. 

Amount  voted  for  School  purposes  at  last  Annual 

Meeting '. $17889  $7201 

Amount  voted  for  Building  and  Repairs 1701  1420 


This  last  item  should  properly  be  a  little  more  as  the  minutes  from 
a  few  sections  could  not  be  obtained. 
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In  school-houses  there  have  also  been  improvements  worthy  of 
notice.  That  at  Upper  WoodV  Harbour,  reffiBrred  to  in  my  last  year  s 
report,  has  been  completed  and  is  now  bein^r  occupied.  It  is  of  one 
jtory,  has  two  rooms,  each  about  27  by  28  feet  and  13  feet  in  height, 
with  well-designed  seats  and  desks,  blackboards  around  the  walls,  and 
many  other  conveniences.  Each  room  is  entered  by  sepamte  lobbies 
for  boys  and  girls ;  and  hooks,  shelves,  and  other  requisites  for  the 
hats,  caps,  coats,  cloaks,  &c.,  of  the  pupils,  are  provided.  As  a  whole 
the  building  is  creditable  to  the  people  of  the  section.  At  Sand  Point 
a  house  has  also  been  completed.  It  <sontains  one  school-room  and  two 
lobbies,  goo<ls  seats  and  desks,  blackboard,  and  other  useful  appliances. 
The  old  house  at  Eel  Brook  was  sold  and  a  new  one  erected,  on  another 
plot  of  ground,  in  its  stead.  It  has  two  apartments,  two  lobbies  and 
several  conveniences  for  a  graded  scliool.  The  rooms  are  rather  small. 
The  schodl-hou.se  at  Pubnico  H^ad  has  been  enlarged  so  as  to  secure 
two  spacious  apartments,  good-sized  lobbies  and  many  advantages  that 
have  been  heretofore  wanting.  New  desks  with  foWing  seats  have 
also  been  procured.  A  small  school-house  has  been  built  at  Port-Le- 
Herbert.  It  was  not  finished,  but  was  fitted  for  a  school  during 
summer.  Preparations  are  being  made  for  new  houses  at  North-east 
Harbour,  Port  Saxon,  Villagedale  and  Stony  Island.  They  are  to  be 
built  during  the  ensuing  year. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  there  is  still  an  insufficiency  of  books,  and 
that  those  provided  are  not  always  such  as  the  pupils  need.  Parents 
sometimes  claim  the  right  of  dictating  what  books  their  children  shall 
use.  This  is  particularly  the  case  with  readers  and  copy  books,  and 
teachers  are  frequently  hampered  in  their  classifiation  by  this  inter- 
ference. As  a  course  of  study  has  been  authorized,  teachers  oui^ht  to  be 
allowed  to  follow  its  grading  and  use  their  discretion  in  selecting  the 
books  best  suited  to  the  attainments  of  the  pupils. 

Of  apparatus,  while  some  of  the  larger  schools  are  amply  provided 
with  what  has  been  recommended  bv  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction, 
others  are  still  inadequately  furnished  and  some  very  nieasrrely.  It 
would  be  to  the  advantage  of  schools  if  in  the  distrilution  of  the 
county   money,  a   portion   could    be   reserved  and    expended  in  the 

Eurchasc  of  needed  articles  for  every  school-room.  Teachers  could  then 
etter  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  course  of  study  and  carry 
out  their  plans  and  purposes  to  secure  a  successful  issue.  Every 
facility  should  be  afibrded  them  for  the  discharge  of  their  onerous 
duties,  then  commensurate  results  might  reasonably  be  expected. 

The  returns  show  that  of  the  various  branches  taught  in  our  schools 
the  larger  number  of  the  pupils  were  occupied  in  the  elementary,  while 
a  fair  percentage  were  •entering  upon  the  requirements  of  the  higher 
grades.  About  7000  were  recorded  under  the  heads  of  Reading  and 
Spelling,  6500  under  Writing  and  Arithmetic,  3000  under  Grammar 
and  Oeopraphy,  2500  under  Music  and  Drawing,  1500  under  History 
and  Composition,  300  under  Algebra  and  Geometry,  700  under  French, 
100  Latin  and  8  Greek  ;  besides  a  few  under  Practical  Mathematics, 
Book-keeping,  Chemistry,  Physiology  and  Natural  Philosophy.  This 
shows  an  increase  in  the  higher  studies  over  last  year,  and  indicates 
progress. 
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The  prescribed  Course  of  Study,  it  is  evident,  is  destined  to  greatly 
improve  school  work,  and,  if  suitable  aids  are  provided  by  tru-stees, 
cannot  fail  to  promote  a  superior  methoi  of  instruction,  lay  a  good 
foundation  for  higher  studies  and  qualify  the  young  for  the  practical 
duties  of  subsequent  life. 

The  giving  of  oral  lessons  has  not  as  yet  been  generally  practised. 
The  chief  hindrances  observable  are  the  want  of  a  familiar  acquaint- 
ance with  the  subjects  suggested  in  the  course,  the  absence  of 
prescribed  text-books  for  teachers'  use,  and  the  need  of  objects,  pictures 
and  diagrams  for  illustration.  Improvement  will  doubtless  follow  as 
teacheis  realize  that  these  lessons  are  to  form  a  regular  part  of  their 
avocation,  and  must  be  so  prepared  and  imparled  that  pupils  may 
readily  understand  and  benefit  by  the  instructions  given.  In  some 
instances,  notably  in  the  higher  schools,  the  oral  lessons  evinced 
marked  ability  on  the  part  of  teachei*s  and  a  facility  of  acquiring  on 
the  part  of  pupils  that  would  do  credit  to  older  minds^  It  pointedly 
demonstrated  the  practicability  and  utility  of  this  method  of  dispensing 
knowledge.  Some  of  the  compositions  of  pupils,  written  upon  subjects 
thus  discussed,  have  shown  that  the  lessons  have  been  attentively 
listened  to,  accurately  remembered,  appropriately  expi-essed  and  care- 
fully penned.  According  to  the  minutes  of  the  last  Annual  Meetings 
the  Act  "  To  secure  better  attendance  at  school,"  was  made  operative 
in  fourteen  sections  only.  These,  however,  if  the  requirements  are 
duly  carried  out,  will  serve  as  a  test  of  the  applicability  of  the  Act 
to  the  object  aimed  to  be  accomplished. 

The  regulations  recently  adopted  for  third  class  teachers  will,  it  is 
believed,  be  of  great  service  to  many  aspiring  to  that  position.  Some 
have  already  availed  themselves  of  the  pnvilege  thus  afforded  to  attend 
the  Normal  School,  aq|l  it  is  hoped  many  others  will  be  induced  to 
follow  their  example  at  another  sassion. 

It  has  proved  somewhat  inconvenient  to  carry  out  the  design  of 
the  amendment  to  section  20  of  the  School  Act,  and  frequently  much 
time  is  lost  before  a  certificate  can  be  obtained  and  a  new  trustee 
appointed.  If  the  existing  trustees  could  be  authorized  to  call  a 
special  meeting  for  the  election  of  a  new  trustee  whenever  a  vacancy 
occurs,  it  could  be  done  much  more  speedily  and  probably  be  more  in 
accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the  people. 

Teachers  of  miscellaneous  schools  complain  that  tbey  do  not  have 
an  equal  number  of  holidays  with  many  of  the  teachers  of  graded 
schools,  and  urge  that,  whatever  the  number  allowed,  there  should  be 
uniformity  in  all  schools.  This  seems  but  a  just  claim  on  their  part« 
and,  if  conceded,  would  evidently  be  much  more  satisfactory. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  A.  DOANE,^ 

To  David  Allison,  Esq.,  Ll.D., 

Superintendent  of  EducoAwn, 
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DISTRICT  NO.  4.— DIQBY  AND  ANNAPOLIS. 

L.  S.  Morse,  A.  M.,  Inspector. 

Sir, — In  addition  to  Statistical  Tables  and  Monthly  Reports 
alrcad}'  forwarded  to  you,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  Report 
of  the  state  of  Common  School  Education  in  Inspectoral  District 
No.  4  for  the  y^ar  ended  October  Slst,  1883. 

The  number  of  sections  in  this  Inspectoral  distnct  has  been 
augmented  during  the  past  year  by  the  formation  of  a  new  section 
in  the  County  of  Annapolis.  The  total  number  of  Sections  is  now 
<me  hundred  and  seventy-nhie. 

The  school  accommodation  in  most  sections  is  sufficient.  The 
principal  deficiency  sa  before  reported  is  in  a  few  of  the  most 
populous  sections  in  the  district  of  Clare  in  which  graded  schools 
should  take  the  place  of  the  niiscelianeous  schools  now  maintained. 
The  method  of  distributing  the  County  Fund  now  in  vogue,  i« 
exerting  a  beneficial  influence  upon  these  and  other  populous, sections. 
I  anticipate  a  marked  improvement  in  the  sections  referred  to,  when 
the  law  regulating  th«  distribution  of  the  County  Fund  is  mora 
generally  understood  by  the  rate-payers. 

The  supply  of  apparatus  in  many  schools  is  not  adequate  to  the 
requirements  of  teachers  and  pupils.  I  see  no  satisfactory  way  of 
remedying  tho  deficiency  under  existing  circumstances,  unless  the 
Superintendent  of  Education,  or  the  Inspectors  of  Schools,  or  both, 
are  explicitly  authorized  to  supply  the  apparatus  considered  to  be 
essential  and  deduct  th<i  price  of  the  same  from  the  County  Fund. 
I  believe  that  the  spirit  of  the  law  would  sustain  them  at  present  in 
doing  so. 

The  teachers  as  a  body,  considering  the  difference  of  class,  and 
making  reasonable  allowance  for  the  youthfulness  and  inexperience 
of  some,  have  performed  their  work  with  intelligence  and  success. 
A  good  percentage  of  the  whole  number  employed  are  evidently 
improving  in  efliciency,  and  by  study  an<l  well-directed  efforts  are 
adding  to  their  stores  of  knowledge  and  to  their  ability  to  properly 
teach  and  govern  the  schools  intrusted  to  their  charge.  The  work 
required  in  the  smallest  and  most  backward  school,  if  rightly  and 
honestly  performed,  must  prove  of  great  benefit  to  teacher  and  pupile. 
both  intellectually  and  morally. 

It  is  encouraging  to  find  teachers  cultivating  their  own  powers 
^hile  systematically  and  faithfully  performing  their  legitimate  work 
in  the  8ch<Kil  and  thus  rendering  themselves  and  the  schools  under 
their  charge  more  eflicient  and  moie  worthy  of  confidence  and 
support  It  affords  me  pleasiire  to  say  that  there  is  a  respectable 
number  of  teachers  in  thi.^i  Inspectoral  district  to  be  found  thus 
discljarging  their  duties,  and  whose  services  are  sought  after  by  the 
trustees  of  the  most  eligible  sections.  It  is  a  matter  of  regret, 
however,  that  teachers  are  occasionally  found  who  seem  not  to  feel 
the  great  responsibilities  of  their  profession,  and  who  apparently  do 
ik>t  devote  much   time  to  preparation  fox*  their  daily  duties,  as  is 
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evidenced  by  their  work  in  the  school-room  and  by  the  condition  of 
the  schools  under  their  charge.  While  all  teacheirs  now  in  the  ranks 
of  the  profession  are  not  endowed  by  nature  with  equal  ^fts  for 
im|>arting  instruction,  and  consequently  are  not  alike  successful,  few 
comparatively  can  be  found  who  do  not  aim  to  benefit  their  pupils 
by  a  conscientious  discharge  of  duty.  Tn  some  cases  teachers  are 
seriously  impeded  in  the  performamie  of  their  duty,  and  therefore 
fail  to  achieve  the  success  to  which  their  labors  entitle  them,  in 
consequence  of  the  limited  supply  of  apparatus  at  their  command. 

While  the  schools  in  general  have  exhibited  a  fair  amount  of 
progress,  a  considerable  number  have  done  remarkably  well.  In  the 
ease  of  these  latter  a  combination  of  favorable  circumstances  was 
found  to  exist.  The  teachers  in  these  case9  were  well  fitted  for 
their  work  both  educationally  and  by  natural  endowments,  the 
attendance  was  tolerably  regular^  the  accommodation  good,  the 
apparatus  suitable^  and  above  all  they  heA  the  eo-operation  of 
trustees,  parents  and  pupils.  Where  these  conditions,  or  the  more 
important  of  them,  existed,  success  more  or  less  complete  has  been 
the  necessary  consequence ;  and  where  the  more  important  of  these 
conditions  were  wanting,  partial  failure  to  obtain  satisfactory  ref»ults 
has  necessarily  followed*  It  is  plainly  evident  that  failure  in  the 
school- room  can  invariably  be  traced  to  a  nefjlect  to  secure  the 
necessary  conditions.  A  well-trained  teacher  fitted  by  nature  for 
his  work,  is  an  essential  requisite,  without  which  a  thoroughly  good 
school  is  an  impossibility.  It  is  equally  essential,  however,  that  good 
apparatus  and  a  regular  attendance  of  pupils  be  secured,  without 
which  a  good  teacher  cannot  achieve  success^ 

The  benefits  of  a  Normal  School  training  are  being  more  generally 
appreciated  by  parents  and  Trustees,  and  as  a  consequence  teachers 
who  have  received  such  a  training  are  becoming  more  popular.  This 
fact  is  gradually  being  understood  by  those  aspiring  to  the  teaching 
profession.  I  regret  to  be  obliged  to  report,  however,  that  the 
comparatively  small  salaries  paid  tn  many  sections,  together  with 
the  too  frequent  change  of  teachers,  prevent  very  many  who  obtain 
licenses  from  undergoing  a  thorough  course  of  training  and  fron» 
adopting  the  profession  as  their  lifes  work.  These  causes  are 
in  lucing  teachers  to  quit  the  profession,  and  are  producing  a  scarcity 
of  teachers  at  the  present  time. 

The  Acadian  French  of  this  Inspectoral  District  deserve  honorable 
mention  for  the  efforts  which  they  put  forth  to  keep  their  schools  in 
operation  in  most  sections  during  the  entire  year.  One  serious 
difficulty  in  connection  with  their  schools,  is  the  scarcity  of  regularly 
licensed  teachers.  To  meet  the  demand  perTrtij^sive  licenses  must  be 
issued  often  to  persons  not  very  well  qualified,  but  the  best  to  be 
had.  It  is  gratifying,  however,  to  know  that  the  sup|:>Ty  of  regularly 
licensed  French  teachers  is  increasing ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  it 
will  soon  equal  the  demand.  Under  the  existing  mode  of  exami- 
nation for  licenses  French  candidates  are  placed  at  a  disadvantage  in 
being  obliged  to  undergo  an  examination  in  a  language  to  then* 
foreign.  I  would  suggest  that  Deputy  Examiners  hereafter  be 
instructed   to    eiidorse    the   words    "French   capdidate"    upoa    thft 
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envelope  containing  the  written  exercises  of  each  French  applicant 
for  examination,  imd  that  the  Provincial  Examiners  be  directed  to 
make  a  reasonable  allowance  in  such  cases  for  any  defects  and  errors 
which  may  occur  in  the  u<^e  of  the  English  language.  Such  a  course 
would  seem  to  be  reasonable  and  just,  and  to  be  necessary  in  order 
to  secure  for  them  an  equal  footing  with  English  candidates. 

The  general  progress  of  the  Aeadian  French  schools  is  of  necessity 
not  so  rapid  as  that  attained  in  the  English  schools.  It  is,  however, 
under  the  circumstances  fairly  creditable.  These  schools  labor  under 
great  disadvantages  in  that  both  languages  are  required  to  be  taught, 
and  the  prescribed  English  text  books  are  used  in  addition  to  French 
reading  books.  Inasmuch  as  a  large  proportion  of  the  pupils 
attending  tAieae  schools  do  not  understand  English,  the  teachers  are 
obliged  to  do  much  extra  work,  translating  from  one  language  to  the 
other  in  order  to  render  problems  and  passages  otherwise  obscure, 
plain  and  intelligible  to  their  pupils.  It  is  impossible,  also,  for  many 
of  the  pupils,  owing  to  their  limited  knowledge  of  English,  to  make 
an  intelligent  preparation  of  lessons  in  advance  of  recitation. 

The  daily  attendance  of  pupils  at  school  was  a  little  better  than 
it  was  (luring  the  precedini;  year,  but  it  is  yet  far  short  of  what  it 
should  be.  During  the  Winter  Term  one  thousand  six  hundred  and 
fifty-nine  children  between  the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen  years  are 
reported  not  at  school  in  Sections  having  schools.  The  percentage  of 
enrolled  pupils  daily  present  for  time  in  Session  during  the  same 
term  was  sixty.  During  the  Summer  Term  one  thousand  three 
hundred  and  eighty-nine  children  between  the  ages  mentioned  are 
reporter!  not  at  school  in  Sections  having  schools,  while  the  percentage 
of  enrolled  pupils  daily  present  for  time  in  Session  was  fifty-nin^e. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  "  Act  to  secure  Better  Attendance  at  Public 
Schools,"  already  adopted  by  many  Sections,  will  cause  a  marked 
improvement  in  the  future. 

The  County  Academies  at  Annapolis  and  Digby  have  been  under 
the  charge  of  Mr.  Alexander  McRae  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Magee,  respectively. 
These  gentlemen  have  discharged  their  duties  creditably.  A  fair 
number  of  pupils  have  been  in  attendance,  belonging,  however,  with 
comparatively  few  exceptions  to  the  sections  in  which  theee 
Academies  are  situated.  I  am,  forced  to  the  conclusion  that  these 
institutions  do  not  benefit  the  Counties  at  large  to  the  extent 
contemplated  by  the  Legislature  which  enacted  the  law  to  which 
they  owed  their  existence,  The  scheme  suggested  by  yourself  in 
your  last  Annual  Report  as  a  substitute  for  the  present  system  of 
so-called  Special  and  County  Academies,  'Seems  to  be  equitable  and 
jnst,  and  will,  I  believe,  prove  satisfactory  if  adopted,  and  be 
productive  of  much  tnore  benrffit  to  the  Province. 

The  Teachers*  Association  for  this  Inspectoral  Di^l^ict  held  its 
annual  meetings  in  the  town  of  Digby  on  the  2Cth  and  27th  days  of 
Apvil.  The  attendance  of  teachers  was  good,  and  the  interest  well 
sustained  during  all  the  Sessions.  In  addition  to  the  ordinary 
routine  business,  papers  of  a  creditable  character  on  the  following 
subjects  were  presented  to  the  Association,  viz: — ^**The  Necessity  of 
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having  Trained  Teachers  in  charge  of  onr  Primary  Schools,"  by  Mr. 
Alex.  McRae ;  "Grammar  and  How  it  should  be  Taught,"  by  Mr.  W. 
H.  Magee ;  "  Teaching  School  versus  Keeping  School,"  by  Mr.  Geo.  B. 
McGill;  "The  Teacher's  Social  Position,"  by  Mr.  J.  W.  McGregor; 
"Questioning,"  by  Mr.  J.  W.  H.  King;  and  "Some  of  the  Causes  of 
Indolence  in  Pupils,*'  by  Mr.  A.  J.  McKenna.  Profitable  discussion 
followed  the  reading  of  each  paper,  participated  in  by  the  members 
of  the  Association  and  by  the  Superintendent  of  Education,  who  was 
present  and  contributed  largely  to  the  interest  of  the  occasion.  A 
public  meeting  under  the  auspices  of  the  Association  was  held  on 
the  evening  of  the  first  day  of  meeting,  at  which  an  interesting 
and  instructive  lecture  was  delivered  by  the  Superintendent  of 
Education  in  the  hearing  of  a  large  and  attentive  audience.     These 

Gatherings  are  productive  of  much  good,  and  are  highly  appreciated 
y  the  teachers  in  attendance. 

The  "Course  of  Study"  has  been  pasted  on  the  Register  Covers 
of  every  school  within  this  District.  In  most  of  the  graded  schools 
it  is  being  intelligently  and  successfully  followed.  Many  of  the 
teachers  of  the  miscellaneous  schools  complain  of  inability  to  adopt 
its  entire  provisions.  In  many  cases  teachers  are  modifying  existing 
schemes  of  study  in  the  direction  of  the  course.  Except  in  a  few  of 
the  schools,  the  Lessons  on  Nature  are  not  yet  receiving  that  attention 
which  their  importance  demands.  Many  teachers  are  not  at  present 
qualified  to  give  these  lessons  in  a  satisfactory  manner,  but  could 
easily  prepare  themselves  to  do  so  fairly  well  by  a  little  extra  study. 

All  the  schools  were  inspected  during  the  year  with  the  exception 
of  a  very  few  which  were  either  temporarily,  or  finally  closed  for  the 
term,  at  the  time  of  my  tour  of  inspection  in  their  vicinity.  For 
detailed  information  in  regard  to  this  work  I  beg  to  refer  you  to  my 
"Notes  of  Inspection"  and  Monthly  Reports  for  the  year. 

On  the  subject  of  text-books  permit  me  to  offer  a  few  suggestions 
It  seems  to  me  to  be  unnecesary  aiid  to  be  productive  of  evil  to  have 
two  authorized  series  of  Readers  in  the  Public  Schools  of  this  Province. 
In  a  majority  of  Sections  in  this  Inspectoral  District  text-books  are 
provided  by  the  parents  of  the  pupils  and  are  not  kept  as  public 
property.  In  these  Sections  it  has  been  found  to  be  almost  impossible 
to  prevent  the  introduction  of  both  series  of  Readers  into  the  same 
school,  and  when  introduced  classification  is  interfered  with, 
unnecessary  labor  is  imposed  upon  the  teacher,  and  the  progress  of 
the  school  is  impeded.  If  but  one  series  of  Readers  were  authorized, 
this  evil  would  shortly  cease  to  exist.  I  would  sugi^est  further,  that 
one  text-book  on  Geography  is  amply  sufficient  for  the  Common 
Schools.  If  Calkin's  Advanced  Geography  were  judiciously  reduced 
to  two-thirds  of  its  present  size,  it  coflld,  I  believe,  be  made  to  con- 
tain all  the  information  on  this  subject  required.  An  introiiuction 
to  the  study  of  geography  could  be  given  by  means  of  oral  lessons, 
and  by  this  method  the  primary  text- book  now  in  use  could  be 
dispensed  with.  The  sentiment  of  some  of  our  most  experienced 
teachers  is  in  favor  of  sbch  a  change. 

In  conclusion  permit  me  to  call  your  attention  to  a  paragraph  in 
my  last  annual  report  bearing  upon  the  subject  of  the  appointment 
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of  Trustees  in  cases  of  ordinary  vacancies  in  the  Board  of  Trustees, 
The  law  in  that  particular  could  be  amended  so  as  to  prove  equally 
efficacious  and  be  less  complicated  than  it  is  at  present. 

Respectfully  submitted.  « 

L.  S.  MORSK 

To  David  Allison,  Esq.,  Ll.  D., 

Superintendent  of  Education, 


DISTRICT  No.  6.— KING'S  AND  HANTS, 
CouN  W.  RosqoE,  Inspector. 

Sir, — Including  the  border  sections,  whose  school  houses  are  in  the 
County,  there  are  106  School  sections  in  King's  County.  Only  four 
of  these,  viz.,  W.  Halls  Harbor,  North  River,  Conqueral  and  East 
Pereaux  Mt.,  have  had  no  school  during  the  whole  year.  None  of  these 
sections  have  school  houses.  West  Hall's  Harbor  is  able  to  build  ; 
but  since  the  school  house  was  burned,  about  five  years  ago,  they  have 
neither  built  nor  had  a  school.  Some  families  have  attended  the 
adjoining  school  part  of  the  time.  I  am  sorry  to  be  compelled  to 
report  that  indifference  in  the  education  of  their  children  is  the  cause 
of  this  almost  unheard  of  state  of  things.  Conqueral  and  North 
River  are  moving ;  and  I  hope  soon  to  report  the  establishment  of 
permanent  schools  in  them.  East  Pereaux  Mt.  has  never  organized 
since  the  formation  of  the  section.  Those  wanting  a  school  mcst  have 
removed  to  other  sections,  and  the  few  left  are  unable  to  support  a 
school,  and  send  to  the  next  school.  I  think  it  will  be  found  advisable 
to  attach  this  to  the  adjoining  section. 

In  Hants  County  there  are  98  School  sections.  Three  of  them 
only  were  without  schools  during  the  whole  year,  viz.,  Still  Water  and 
Cogmaguu,  in  West  Hants,  and  East  Uniacke,  in  East  Hants.  Still 
Water  section  has  been  nearly  deserted  by  its  inhabitants,  and  it 
would  be  extremely  difficult  to  keep  up  a  school.  Cogmaguu  failed 
to  secure  a  teacher,  and  East  Uniacke  do^  not  seem  successful  in 
organizing  for  school  work.  This  section  has  no  school  house,  which 
is  perhaps  the  principal  difficulty  in  the  way  of  starting  a  school. 
There  are  about  15  children  suffering  for  want  of  an  elementary 
school.  It  seems  desirable  that  a  law  should  be  passed  to  render 
some  assistance  to  such  sparsely  settled  and  poor  sections  in  building 
school  houses,  either  from  the  County  or  Provincial  funds. 

There  were  in  session,  in  Kings,  for  the  Winter  Term,  106  schools 
taught  by  108  teachers.  In  summer  103  schools  were  in  operation' 
taught  by  107  teachere.  Kelly  Settlement,  a  new  section  formed  by 
the  School  Commissioners  in  May,  1882,  on  the  border  of  Kings  and 
Hants,  organized,  built  a  school  house,  and  sustained  an  interesting 
school  for  part  of  the  winter,  and  the  whole  of  the  summer  teim. 
The  teachers  employed  in  winter  were  of  grade  A  1,  B  24,  C  56, 
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D  27.  Male  44,  Female  64 ;  total  lOS.  In  suramer  there  were 
employed  of  ^rade  A  2,  B  12,  C  55,  D  33.  Male  26,  Female  81; 
total  lj07.  The  number  of  pupils  registered  in  winter  was  4554, 
whose  attendance  amounted  to  273,428  days;  and  in  summer  the 
number  of  pupils  was  4318,  with  an  attendance  of  239,212  days. 

There  were  in  operation  in  West  Hants,  in  winter,  49  schools,  and 
in  East  Hants  40 ;  total  95.  These  were  taught  by  97  teachers,  and 
made  an  attendance  of  281.773  days  for  4I«76  pupils  registered.  In 
summer  West  Hants  sustained  52  schools,  and  East  Hants  58  ;  total 
110.  Of  these,  Lakelands,  in  West  Hants,  and  Renfrew,  in  East 
Hants,  were  resusciated  after  being  a  space  of  fouryears  withouta  school 
The  teachers  for  the  winter  term  were  of  grade  B  23,  C  48,  D  26. 
Male  33,  Female  64  ;  total  97.  For  summer  there  were  of  grade  A  1, 
B  10,  C  53,  D  40.     i^ale  27,  Female  86  ;  total  113. 

The  number  of  days  in  the  winter  term  was  117,  and  35  out  of  the 
106  schools  in  King's  were  in  session  for  the  full  time.  The  average 
number  of  days  all  schools  were  in  session  was  106.5.  The  number 
of  days  in  the  summer  term  was  111.  Thirty-five  schools  completed 
this  time,  and  the  average  length  of  the  remainder  was  97.8  days. 

In  Hants  County  the  number  of  schools  in  session  for  the  full 
winter  tfrm  of  117  days  was  42,  and  the  average  number  of  days  all 
schools  were  in  session  was  113.6.  In  summer  43  schools  were  in 
operation  for  the  full  term  of  111  days ;  and  the  avei-age  time  all  were 
open  was  105.3  days. 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  the  great  body  of  the  schools  under 
my  supervision  have  performed  their  work  regularly,  quietly,  and 
with  a  good  degree  of  efficiency.  The  introduction  of  the  "  New 
Course  of  Stud}^  "  has  had  a  healthful  influence  upon  those  teachers 
and  schools  that  has  made  a  wise  use  of  it.  The  results,  so  far,  have 
been  in  proportion  to  the  thought  the  teachers  have  given  the  course, 
and  their  care  in  selecting  and  adopting  such  parts  of  it  as  meet  the 
circumstances  of  their  particular  schools.  While  the  course  furnishes 
a  plan  by  which  studies  may  be  carried  on  simultaneously  in  due 
proportion,  it  does  not  demand  that  all  the  studies  outlined  shall  be 
pursued  at  the  same  time  in  every  school.  Many  of  the  subjects 
must  be  taught  orally,  and  have  been  found,  when  introduced  at  a 
suitable  time,  to  afford  an  agtereable  variety,  without  consuming  much 
time.  I  have  no  complaints  from  those  who  have  fairly  tried  the 
course.  The  time  spent  in  preparing  a  graded  course  of  oral  or  object 
lessons  has  well  repaid  the  teachers,  and  has  been  the  means  of  lifting 
the  schools  into  new  life  and  activity.  I  regard  the  advantages  to  be 
derive<l  from  the  use  of  the  course  to  be  quite  as  great  to  the  teacher 
as  to  his  school.  All  the  graded  and  all  the  good  miscellaneotis  schools 
in  my  District  have  either  adopted  it  or  are  working  in  that  direction. 
I  do  not  expect  much  from  the  teacher  who  sees  nothing  in  the  course 
but  a  little  extra  labor,  and  is  unwilling  to  exert  himself  to  prepare 
for  it.  The  helps  at  hand  ara  so  numerous,  and  the  study  so  profitable 
to  him  who  is  willing  to  do  it,  that  I  am  surprised  that  all  teacher:*  do 
not  undertake  it. 


UNGS    AND    BANTS.  27 


King's  County  had  10  graded  schools  in  winter,  and  6  in  summer. 
Hants  sustained  10  during  the  whole  year.  Harborville  and 
Gaspereaux  will  be  added  to  the  list  of  graded  schools  in  King  s  next 
term,  and  Summerville,  Brooklyn,  Poplar  Grove  and  Lower  Selma,  in 
Hants,  will  be  conducted  as  graded  schools  for  the  future.  Wentworth 
and  Burlington  also  need  graded  schools.  These  sections  are  able  to 
support  two  teachers,  and  their  schools  are  large  enough  to  require 
graded  schools.  Th©^  former  registered  104  pupils  last  term  ;  the 
latter  89.  Although  these  schools  have  been  in  charge  of  competent 
teachers,  the  number  of  pupils  makes  it  impossible  to  accomplish 
anything  like  the  work  that  should  be  done.  Too  much  cannot  be  said 
in  praise  of  those  teachers  who  do  so  much,  and  do  it  so  well  in  such 
miscellaneous  schools,  under  such  unfavorable  circumstances  ;  but  the 
fact  remains  that  the  sections  sustain  a  great  loss  in  not  providing 
more  teachers  and  more  thoroughly  equipping  their  schools.  I  Jook 
for  improvement  in  the  future  i.n  this,  more  than  in  any  other 
direction,  and  hope  truiutees  will  soon  begin  to  regard  the  matter  in  its 
proper  light 

Kentville  Academ}'  has  had  a  large  number  of  pupils  in  attendance 
durinsr  the  year.     The  Academic  Department  was  in  charge  of  Mr. 
A.f  J.  Denton  for  the  winter,  and  was  successfully  conducted,  so  far  as 
the  teacher  is  concerned.     This  grade  is  attempting  about  all  the  work 
in  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades  of  the  Common  School  Course,  and 
as  nusch  of  the  High  School  Course  as  possible.     In  order  to  make 
the  school    fully  answer   the   expectations   of  a  County  Academy, 
nothing  but  Academic  work  should  be  expected  from  it.     I  believe  it 
is  the  intention  of  the  trustees,  as  soon  as  pa«4sible,  to  add  another 
department,  and  thus  give  the  teacher  of  the  advanced  grade  nothing 
to  do  but  High  School  work.     Soon  after  the  term  began  the  school 
house  was  burned,  together   with   all    apparatus,  books,  &c.     With 
commendable  promptitude,  the  trustees  provided  accommodation  in 
the  Scotia  Hall  Building,  and  did  not  permit  the  school  to  close  but 
for  a  few  days.     The  building  was  inconvenient,  the  apparatus  limited, 
and  much   to   discourage   the    teachers ;   yet  a   comparatively  good 
winter's  work  was  accomplished.     Part  of  the  summer  was  spent  in 
this  building,  the  remainder  in  the  new  school  house.     Mr.  Denton 
having  resigned,  Mr.  W.  G.  Parsons  was  put  in  charge  of  the  Academy 
in  the  Spring.     Later  on  Mr.  Parsons  gave  place  to  Mr.  O.  W.  Dill, 
who  finished  the  term.     T^e  Academy  at  Windsor  has  had  a  successful 
year.     Mr.   John    F.   Godfrey,    who    had    conducted    the   Academic 
department  with    such    marked    success    for   the  past  seven  yeans, 
resigned  last  Spring,  and  Mr.  Hiram  Elliott,  a  teacher  of  fine  ability  and 
qualifications,  was*  secured  for  the  prinoipalship.     The  teacher  of  the 
sixth  grade.  Miss  A.  N.  Burgoyne,  was  compelled  by  sickness  to  retire 
for  a  time,  and  Miss  A.  L.  Halliburton  was  appointed  in  her  place. 
Miss  B.  has  taught  several  years  in  this  school,  and  won  golden  opiniona 
from  all  who  have  known  her  work.     As  a  teacher  I  believe  she  had 
few  equals,  and  no  superior  of  her  grade  in  the  Province.     I  hope  she 
may  soon  be  able  to  resume  teaching.     The  Commissioners  of  Windsor 
are   very  prompt  men,  and   supply    the   school    with  all   the  latest 
apparatus  and  appliances.    They  have  lately  led  the  pipes  from  th^ 
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"  water  works  "  into  the  school  house,  and  thus  a  bountiful  supply  of 
pure  water  is  provided  for  the  chihlren,  as  it  should  be.  This  school 
claims  to  be  one  of  the  best  of  its  grade  in  the  Province. 

The  school  houses  in  Eentville  and  Bloomfield  were  burned  in  the 
fii*st  of  the  winter  term.  These  have  been  replaced  by  good  buildings 
for  school  purposes,  and  Middle  Pereaux  and  Kelly  .settlement  have 
also  built  now  school  houses  during  the  year.  In  Hants,  Summerville 
Section  has  completed  a  fine  school  house  at  a  cost  of  over  $2,000, 
designed  for  a  graded  school  with  two  teachers.  Noel  Road  has  put 
up  and  finished  the  outside  of  a  school  house  which  will  be  completed 
next  year.  The  usual  amount  of  repairing,  painting,  plastering  and 
re-seating  has  been  carried  on  in  the  year. 

A  successful  and  well-attended  Teachers'  Association  was  held  in 
Windsor  on  the  18th  and  19th  of  October.  This  was  the  fifth  Annual 
Meeting  of  the  regular  Association  of  District  No.  5.  Papers  were 
read  by  Mr.  J.  C.  Craig,  Principal  of  the  Hantsport  High  School,  on 
"What  a  Teacher  should  be;"  E.  A.  Kirk,  of  Kentville.  on  "The 
Education  of  Consumptive  Children ;"  George  J.  Miller,  Principal  of 
Canning  High  School,  on  "  Teachers  and  Teaching;"  and  the  President 
on  "  School  Supervision."  Addresses  were  given  by  A.  J.  Pineo, 
Principal  of  Wolfville  High  School,  on  "The  Minerals  of  Nova 
Scotia,"  and  W.  G.  Cogswell,  of  Port  Williams,  on  the  "  Spencerian 
System  of  Penmanship.  Illustrative  lessons  were  given  by  Miss 
Cornelia  Faulkner,  on  "  Botany;"  Miss  Mary  McKeen  on  "The  Eye," 
and  Miss  Bessie  De Wolfe,  on  "  Reading."  These  subjects  were  freely 
and  fully  discussed  by  the  teachers.  Dr.  Allison,  Superintendent  of 
Education,  was  present  at  all  the  meetings,  and  oflfered  many  valuable 
suggestions.  On  the  evening  of  the  18th  a  public  educational  meeting 
was  held,  presided  over  by  Dr.  Black,  Warden  of  the  Town. 
Addresses  were  delivered  by  Dr.  Allison,  Prof.  R.  V.  Jones,  of  Acadia 
College,  Rev.  H.  Foshay,  and  Rev,  Mr.  Lathern. 

Inviting  your  attention  to  my  Noteis  of  Inspection,  Statistical 
Tables  and  Monthly  Reports,  I  respectfully  submit  this  Annual  Report 
of  the  condition  of  the  schools  in  King's  and  Hants  Counties  for  the 
year  ending  October  31..  1883. 

COLIN  W.  ROSCOE, 

Inspector  District  No.  J. 

To  David  Allison,  Esq.,  Ll.  D., 

Superintendent  of  Education. 
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DISTRICT  No.  6.— ANTIGONISH  AND   GUYSBOROUGH. 

RoD*K.  McDonald,  Inspector. 

Sir, — I  beg  to  submit  the  following  as  my  Report  on  the  Schools 
of  District  No.  C  for  the  scholastic  year  ended  October  31st,  1883. 

The  number  of  Sections  in  each  County  of  the  District  is  the  same 
as  last  reported.  New  school  houses  have  been  erected  on  Back 
Settlement  Cape  George,  Morven  and  Big  Brook  Sections,  in  Antigonish 
Co.;  in  Half  Island  Cove  and  Dover  Section,  in  Guysboro  Co.  The 
house  in  Big  Brook  is  a  fine,  commodious  building,  with  a  class  room ; 
that  in  Half  Island  Cove  replaces  one  destroyed  by  fire  a  few  years 
ago,  and  that  in  Dover  is  the  first  ever  built  in  the  section.  AH  these, 
with  perhaps  one  exception,  are  occupied  this  winter.  The  following 
sections  have  furnished  their  school  houses  with  improved  seats  and 
desks,  namely  : — Georgeville,  Upper  Glen  Road,  Fraser's  Grant,  East 
Harbour  au  Bouche  lind  Hollowel  Grant,  in  Antigonish  Co.,  and 
Charlo's  Cove,  in  Guysboro  Co.  Repairs  more  or  less  extensive  have 
been  made  in  several  other  sections  in  both  counties,  but  most 
buildings  are  sadly  in  need  of  painting  or  whitewashing^.  1  regret 
that  the  school  house  destroyed  by  fire  in  Upper  Manchester,  a  few 
years  ago,  has  not  yet  been  replaced  by  a  ftew  one.  This  is  a  large 
and  important  section,  but  the  principal  difficulty  in  re-building 
appears  to  be  the  selection  of  a  suitable  site.  One  of  the  trustees, 
however,  assured  me,  this  fall,  that  the  building  would  be  proceeded 
with  at  once.  I  regret,  also,  that  I  was  misled  into  stating,  in  a 
former  report,  that  a  new  school  house  had  been  built  at  Sand  Point, 
when  such  was  not  actually  the  case.  Two  of  the  trustees  of  the 
section  patched  up  an  old  building  belonging  to  one  of  them  in  one 
end  of  the  section  for  a  school  house,  and  then  informed  me  by  letter 
that  the  section  had  built  the  school  house,  and  the  trustees  were 
anxious  to  employ  a  teacher.  I  need  not  here  give  the  reason  for  this 
extraordinary  proceeding.  I  may  state,  however,  that  the  section  is 
still  without  a  school  and  without  a  school  house. 

While  on  this  subject,  I  am  happy  to  state  that  since  my  last 
report  a  new  Convent  has  been  built  in  the  Town  of  Antigonish,  by 
His  Lordship  Bishop  Caitieron,  of  Arichat.  This  fine  building  is 
pleasantly  situated  a  short  distance  from  the  Cathedral,  and  commands 
a  good  view  of  the  surrounding  country.  Classes  were  opened  here 
at  the  beginning  of  November,  under  the  direction  of  the  Sisters  of 
the  Congregation  de  Notre  Dame.  These  highly  accomplished  ladies 
bold  Provincial  licenses,  and  have  the  reputation  of  being  excellent 
teachers  of  the  branches  taught  in  our  common  schools,  as  well  as  of 
music,  painting,  drawing,  and  all  branches  that  constitute  a  thorough 
female  education.  The  superior  advantages  offered  by  this  institution 
cannot  fail  to  secure  a  large  attendance  of  pupils.  The  registered 
attendance  just  now  is  one  hundred  and  nine. 

Apparatus. — Little  has  been  done  since  my  last  Report  in  providing 
necessary  apparatus  for  our  schools.    Trustees  complain  that  rate- 


payers  will  not  vote  money  fo'*  the  purchase  of  apparatus,  and  they 
themselves  do  not  feel  justified  in  using,  for  that  purpose,  any  of  the 
funds  voted  for  the  support  of  the  schools.  In  csCses  of  this  kind,  I  am 
of  opinion  that  the  trustees  ought  to  be  empowered  by  law  to  add  a 
small  sum  to  the  ordinary  vote  for  the  purchase  of  such  apparatus  as 
the  Inspectors  deem  indispensable.  By  this  simple  way,  sections  now 
wholly  destitute  of  apparatus  might,  in  three  years,  be  fully  equipped 
at  a  trifling  extra  expense  yearly. 

Attendance,-^There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  pupils 
enrolled,  and  in  the  grand  total  attendance  for  the  last  year  as 
compared  with  the  preceding  one  in  Quysboro  and  Antigonish  districts. 
In  St.  Mary's,  however,  there  was  a  decrease,  which  was  caused  by  the 
closing  of  some  schools,  partly  on  account  of  the  continued  prevalence 
of  diphtheria  in  the  district,  and  partly  on  account  of  the  scarcity  of 
teachers. 

The  Act  to  Secure  Better  Attendance  at  School  was  adopted  at  the 
Annual  Meetings  in  the  following  sections : — Antigonish  Co.,  viz.^ 
McAra  s  Brook,  Lower  South  River,  Glenalpine,  and  WTest  Lakevale. 
In  St.  Mary's  District  it  was  adopted  in  Sherbrooke,  Stillwater,  Upper 
Liscomb,  Middle  Liscomb,  and  Indian  Harbor  Lakes.  As  many 
sections  fail  to  send  in  copies  of  the  minutes  of  their  annual  meetings, 
the  Act  may  have  been  adopted  in  sections  not  enumerated  above. 

Teachers, — I  am  happy  to  state,  as  in  former  reports,  that  we  have 
many  teachers  in  the  district  who  are  doing  excellent  work  ;  and  only 
that  comparisons  are  odious,  I  would  mention  a  number  of  them. 
The  greatest  progress  is  generally  observable  in  schools  in  which  the 
same  teachers  are  continued  term  after  term.  This  is  but  reasonable, 
because  the  attendance  is  more  regular  in  these  schools  than  in  schools 
in  which  new  teachers  are  employed  every  term,  and  the  same  system 
of  instruction  is  followed  without  interruption.  I  have  seen  schools, 
however,  where  I  considered  a  change  of  teachers  very  desirable. 
Female  teachers  do  well  in  elementary  schools,  and  some  of  them  have 
been  eminently  successful  in  the  primary  and  preparatory  departments 
of  Academies  and  graded  schools;  but  I  believe  it  cannot  be  success^ 
fully  denied  that  for  permanent  employment  in  iniscellaneoua  schools 
male  teachers  are  far  superior,  as  a  rule,  to  females. 

The  New  Course  of  Study,~I  regret  that  I  cannot  yet  report 
much  progress  in  the  adoption  of  the  New  Course  of  Study  in  this 
district.  A  beginning,  however,  has  been  made,  which,  I  trust,  will 
lead  to  better  results  in  the  near  future.  I  have  received  a  copy  of 
the  new  text  book  on  English  Grammar,  and  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
stating  that  I  am  highly  pleased  with  it.  The  subject  of  English 
Grammar  is  treated  in  this  text  book  more  scientifically  than  in  any 
other  with  which  I  am  acquainted,  with  the  exception  of,  perhaps. 
Mason's  ;  but  a  better  arrangement  makes  it  more  attractive  to  the 
learner  than  Mason's.  I  have  no  doubt  it  will  be  highly  appreciated 
by  all  our  most  enlightened  teachers. 

Salaries.-^ln  Antigonish  County  there  was  aQ  increase  in  the  rate 
of  salaries  paid  to  teachers  last  year,  as  compared  with  the  preceding 
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year.  In  Guysboro  County,  however,  there  was  a  decrease.  The 
rates  in  Guysboro  are  yet  considetably  higher  than  those  in  Antigonish. 
The  increase  in  Antigonish  was  one  of  the  results  of  resohitions  passed 
at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Teachers*  Association,  fixing  the  minimum 
rates  of  salaries  tliat  teachers  of  the  different  grades  should  accept ; 
and  if  the  teachers  have  not  accomplished  all  that  they  desired,  they 
have  at  least  received  sufficient  encouragement  to  persevere  in  their 
laudable  efforts  to  better  their  condition.  It  will  be  seen,  on  comparing 
the  statistical  tables,  that  the  amounts  voted  in  September,  1882,  for 
the  support  of  schools  in  the  districts  of  Antigonish  and  Guysboro 
are  considerably  in  excess  of  those  voted  in  1881  ;  and  I  have  reason 
to  believe  that  the  vote  of  last  September  is  in  excess  of  that  of  1882. 
Another  gratifying  result  of  the  determined  stand  taken  by  the 
teachers  is  the  increased  interest  in  the  schools  under  this  change 
manifested  by  the  trustees. 

Teachers'  Association. — The  Third  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Teachers. 
Association  of  District  No.  6  was  held  in  one  of  the  rooms  of  St. 
Francis  Xavier's  College,  on  the  23rd  and  24th  August.  The 
attendance  of  teachers  was  larger  than  on  any  previous  occasion. 
Papers  were  read  as  follows : — On  "  The  Art  of  Questioning,"  by  Mr. 
A.  McD.  Thomson  ;  on  "  Method,"  by  Mr.  Joseph  Chisholm  ;  on  "  The 
Advantages  of  the  Unitary  System,"  by  Mr.  Colin  W.  McDonald;  on 
'•  The  Disadvantages  under  which  the  Acadians  labour  under  the 
present  School  Act,"  by  Mr.  Alexander  Beaton ;  on  "  Parental 
Indifference,"  by  Mr.  D.  D.  Bourke;  on  "Language  Study,"  by  Mr. 
A.  J.  G.  McEachen.  All  these  papers  were  careftilly  prepared,  and 
elicited  high  praise  from  many  of  those  present.  The  last  paper  read 
was  an  admirable  one  by  Rev.  Dr.  McNeil,  of  St.  Francis  Xavier's 
College,  on  "  What  Modern  Scientists  owe  to  the  Old."  A  cordial  vote 
of  thanks  was  unanimously  passed  to  the  learned  Doctor  for  his  clear 
exposition  of  a  difficult  subject.  The  Association  then  took  up  the 
matter  of  teacher's  salaries,  and  after  a  long  discussion  passed  a 
resolution  referred  tx)  in  another  part  of  this  report.  One  of  the 
teachers  present  introduced  for  discussion  the  following  question: 
"  Which  would  be  most  advantageous  to  all  concerned,  to  have  the 
engagements  between  trustees  and  teachers  made  for  a  year,  or  for 
six  months,  as  is  done  now  ?"  It  was  decided,  as  far  as  the  Association 
could  decide  it,  that  yearly  engagements  were  preferable.  After 
passing  a  resolution  that  the  next  meeting  would  be  held  in  the  Town 
of  Guysboro,  at  a  time  to  be  hereafter  agreed  upon  by  the  committee, 
a  most  agreeable  and  profitable  meeting  was  brought  to  a  close. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  report  without  expressing  my  high  appref 
ciation  of  the  valuable  aid  rendered  by  the  School  Commissioners  o 
the  District,  and  my  thanks  to  yourself  and  others  for  courtesies  and 
kindnesses  received. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

ROD'K.  McDonald. 

To  David  Allison,  Esq.,  Ll.  D., 

Superintendent  of  Education. 
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DISTRICT  No.  7.— CAPE  BRETON   AND  RICHMOND. 

M.  J.  T.  Macneill,  Inspector. 

Sir, — I  beg  respectfully  to  submit  my  report  ^for  the  scholastic 
year  ended  October  31, 1883,  upon  the  general  condition  of  the  schools 
in  District  No.  7. 

A<i  the  tabulated  statistics  already  forwarded  to  you  afford  nearly 
all  the  information  to  be  derived  from  figures,  I  shall  not  weary  yoa 
here  with  anything  more  than  a  comparison  of  the  principal  items 
touching  the  number  of  schools  in  session,  the  attendance,  etc.,  during 
the  year,  with  those  of  the  previous  year. 

Cape  Breton  County, — Number  of  sections  having  no  school 
during  the  year,  14;  in  1882,  20.  Number  of  pupils  enrolled.  C869, 
or  1  in  4.5  of  the  population,  (Census  1881);  in  1882,  6472,  or  I  in 
4.8  (Cen8U8  1871).  Grand  total  days'  attendance  made  by  all  pupils, 
winter  term,  330,056  ;  in  1882,  322,875  ;  number  daily  present  at 
school  on  an  average,  2041.8,  or  53  per  cent;  in  1882,  2900.9,  or  54 
per  cent.;  summer  term,  grand  total,  310,665,  in  1882,  317.113; 
average  daily  attendance  3147,  or  52.8  per  cent,  in  1882,  3071  or  51.8 
per  cent. 

Richmond  County. — Number  of  sections  having  no  school  during 
year  7.  in  1882,  4;  number  of  pupils  registered  2944,  or  1  in  5  of  the 
population,  ('Cgnsits  1881),  as  against  2908,  or  one  in  bJl  (Census  1871), 
Grand  total  days*  attendance  for  winter  term  120,686,  in  1882, 
130,574;  average  daily  attendance  1120.6,  or  51  per  cent.,  in  1882, 
1218  or  5»*{.7  per  cent.  For  the  summer  term, — ^rand  total  145,842. 
in  1882  136,913;  average  daily  attendance  1412.3  or  51.9  percent, 
in  1882  1312  or  51  per  cent  of  the  number  enrolled. 

The  number  of  teachers  employed  in  Cape  Breton  County  during 
the  winter  term  was  128,  as  against  123  the  corresponding  term  of 
the  previous  year.  Their  sexes  and  grades  were  as  follows  :  Miiles  A  2, 
B  23,  C  24,  D  40,-89  males  and  39  females  of  all  grades.  The 
number  in  the  summer  term  was  131,  being  again  5  more  than  the 
corresponding  term  of  last  year; — males,  A  2,  B  21,  C  25,  D  41 ; 
females,  B  1,  C  19,  D  22 ;  89  males  and  42  females  all  grades. 

In  Richmond  County  the  number  employed  the  winter  team  was 
57  (as  against  62  last  year) ;  males  A  1,B  9,  C  12,  D  12;  females, 
B1,C11,D11;  making  34  males  and  23  females  of  the  different 
grades.  In  the  summer  term  the  number  was  69  (as  against  66  in 
188-2) ;  males,  A  1,  B  6,  C  9,  D  21 ;  females,  B  1,  C  11,  D  30,  in  all  37 
males  and  32  females. 

The  unsatisfactory  state  of  the  records  of  the  boundaries  of  sections 
of  which  I  had  reason  to  complain  last  year,  still  continues,  and,  in 
many  cases,  prove  a  matter  of  serious,  inconvenience  to  people,  and 
much  perplexity  to  me.  I  was  nearly  involved  in  a  lawsuit,  in  the 
course  of  the  year,  for  having  furnished  contradictory  certificates — 
"  certified  true  copies"  from  the  Commissioners'  Books — to  rate-payers 
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of  adjoining  sections  The  book  of  sections  for  Cape  Breton  County, 
which  I  forwarded  some  time  ago  for  your  inspection,  is  next  to 
useless.  I  brought  the  fact  to  the  notice  of  the  Commissioners  at  the 
last  two  meetings ;  difficulties  arising  from  this  atAte  of  things  have 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  several  of  them  individually ;  they 
recognize  the  need  of  a  remedy,  but  they  have  no  power  to  apply 
any.  The  law  does  not  provide  for  such  a  contingency  as  the 
re-adjustment  of  sections,  and  the  Commissioners  have  no  authority 
to  appropriate  funds  for  such  an  oViject.  I  am  aware  that  you  do  not 
need  to  be  told  of  the  existence  of  this  difficulty,  nor  of  its  extent. 
I  refer  to  it  now  to  show  that  it  has  not  diminished,  far  less 
disappeared.  I  notice  that  you  suggested  a  remedy  in  your  last 
report,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  it  will  be  acted  upon  at  the  next 
Session  of  the  Legislature.  From  the  fact  above  stated,  I  have  found 
it  impossible,  unaided,  to  make  a  complete  list  of  the  sections  in  Cape 
Breton  County.  For  several  years  past  I  find  that  the  highest 
number  of  any  section  is  130.  When  new  sections  have  been  created 
by  sub-division,  half  numbers  have  been  adopted,  of  which  there  are 
now  several.,  There  are,  however,  several  whole  numbera,  which  I 
fail  to  find  even  on  paper.  So  I  continue  to  give  the  number  of 
sections  in  this  county  as  130. 

Two  new  sections  have  been  added  to  the  list  in  Richmond 
County,  one  being  the  vacant  territory  in  the  rear  of  Loch  Lomond 
referred  to  in  my  last  year's  report,  which  has  been  named  Caledonia, 
No.  52^  ;  and  the  other,  a  portion  of  the  old  Basin  section,  named 
East  Basin,  No.  15|.  In  the  former  of  these  new  sections  school  has 
been  kept  the  whole  year,  and  in  the  latter  one  term,  rented  houses 
being  used  in  both  cases,  pending  the  erection  of  public  school 
buildings,  which  are  by  this  time  underway.  The  section  of  Grand 
Grave,  established  in  1871,  which  never  before  got  lieyond  the  erection 
of  a  frame  for  a  school  house,  is  making  a  new  start,  and  has  now  a 
house  boarded  in  and  partly  shingled.  I  hope  to  see  a  school  in 
operation  there  next  summer.  Still  another  section  h&s  been  formed 
by  the  division  of  L'Archeveque,  No.  31,  to  which  was  given  the 
name  of  St.  Esprit,  No.  31^.  Not  much  progress  having  been  made 
during  the  year  towards  establishing  a  school,  I  have  not  taken  this 
new  section  into  account  in  the  tables,  but  set  down  the  number  of 
sections  in  the  county  for  the  year  at  70. 

The  section  heretofore  called  St.  Esprit  has  been  re-named  Intervale 
— the  more  appropriate  name  by  which  it  was  commonly  known. 

School  was  opened  in  a  new  school  house  at  Huntington's 
Mountain,  No.  91,  (C.  B.)  on  the  1st  June.  The  house,  though 
unfinished,  was  fit  for  occupation  in  the  summer,  and  it  was  to  be 
completed  exteriorly  during  vacation.  East  Bay,  No.  86,  has  a  school 
house  in  course  of  construction,  which  will  likely  be  finished  during 
the  coming  winter.  This  section  has  been  singularly  unfortunate, 
having  lost  two  school  houses  by  fire  within  a  few  years.  The  last 
one  was  destroyed  in  the  winter  of  1880-1,  and  there  has  been  no 
school  there  since.  A  frame  has  been  put  up  at  Grand  Narrows  to 
re-place  the  old  school  house,  now  unfit  for  further  use.    At  North 
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Sydney  a  building  has  been  leased  for  a  term  of  years,  repaired,  and 
fitted  up  into  two  good  rooms  to  accommodate  as  many  departments 
of  the  town  schools.  The  trustees  of  Sydney  Mines  have  found  it 
necessary  to  put  up  still  another  building  to  supply  the  growing 
requirements  of  the  section.  It  is  the  intention  to  have  the  new  room 
ready  for  occupation  in  the  course  of  next  term,  making  the  ninth 
department  in  the  section.  Last  term  there  were  eight  teachers 
employed;  having  a  total  registration  of  6SS  pupils.  Of  coui^se  some 
of  the  rooms  were  overcrowded,  but  the  remedy,  as  already  shown,  is 
at  hand.  In  the  Winter  Term  of  1880-81  there  were  only  six  depart- 
ments, with  514  pupils  enrolled.  The  trustees  and  people  have  shown 
commendable  energy  in  trying  to  supply  wants  that  seemed  to  grow 
apace,  in  proportion  to  the  efforts  put  forth  to  meet  them,  Not  so 
with  other  sections  of  the  county — notably  Reserve  and  Lorway  (one 
section),  Bridgeport,  Louisburg  and  one  or  two  others,  where  the  lack 
of  accommodation  has  long  been  cause  of  complaint,  and  where 
repeated  promises  of  improvement  have  so  far  resulted  in  nothing 
very  practical.  In  one  of  the  departments  of  the  tirst-mentioned 
section,  there  were  119  puprls  enrolled  last  term,  makingr  an  average 
daily  attendance  of  75,  in  a  building  calculated  to  accommodate  com- 
fortably about  50.  Imagine  a  teacher  with  possibly  100  or  more 
pupils  from  the  A.  B.  C.  upwards,  huddled  together  in  such  a  place, 
and  expect  him  to  do  satisfactory  work  !  In  the  other  school  there 
were  106  pupils  registered,  making  a  daily  average  attendance  of  over 
60.  The  capacity  of  this  room  is  about  60  To  increase  the  difficul- 
ties of  the  teachers,  there  is  little  or  no  attempt  at  grading ;  each 
school  is  about  as  independent  of  and  distinct  from  the  other  as 
if  they  belonged  to  different  sections.  These  and  other  irregularities 
in  this  section  call  for  an  early  exercise  of  authority  to  enforce  the 
requirements  of  the  law.  In  Bridgeport,  where  two  teachers  are 
employed,  there  were  182  pupils  enrolled  last  term.  Of  these,  120 
weie  in  the  elementary  department  conducted  in  a  room  24fXlO  feet, 
according  to  one  return.*  Judging,  however,  from  the  report  of 
proceedings  of  the  last  annual  meeting,  I  trust  a  more  satisfactory 
state  of  things  will  soon  obtain  in  this  important  section.  The 
sections  of  Back  Lands  of  Boularderie,  and  Victoria,  (also  in  Boular- 
derie)  each  had  school  one  term — the  first  term  in  several  years. 

In  addition  to  the  building  operations  above  referred  to,  in  both 
counties,  several  minor  improvements  in  the  shape  of  enlarging, 
finishing,  furnishing,  etc.,  might  be  mentioned  did  space  permit.  In 
most  cases,  I  find  trustees  and  ratepayers  disposed  to  make  such 
improvements,  from  time  to  time,  as  are  consistent  with  their  means 
and  circumstances  ;  but  in  too  many  instances  apathy  and  indifference 
exist  to  such  degree  that  the  same  defects  continue  from  term  to  term 
unremedied  and  apparently  unthought  of.  There  are  very  many  poor 
school  houses  destitute  of  furniture  and  the  most  essential  apparatus 
— the  result  of  poverty  and  paucity  of  ratepayers,  of  course  ;  but  I 
have  many,  at  this  moment,  in  my  mind's  eye  where  a  little  good  will 
and  united  action  would  secure  many  improvements  at  a  trifling  or  no 

*Th«  dimeBiioDi  of  this  room  art  TRriouily  reportf  d  in  different  reiom«« 
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t)ut1ay  of  money,  I  have  found  it  necessary  during  ray  last  visitation 
to  give  formal  notice  in  several  sections  that  unless  eArly  steps  were 
taken  to  improve  the  school  hoases,  I  would  be  under  the  necessity  of 
recommending,  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners, 
that  such  school  houses  be  condemned. 

Ventilation  of  the  school  room  is  often  very  much  neglected.  I 
ifind  it  diflScult  to  impress  upon  many  teachers  the  great  importance  of 
this  subject.  The  means  of  ventilation  are,  it  is  true,  very  imperfect, 
And  sometimes  altogether  wanting,  in  most  of  our  common  school 
houses, — 80  much  so,  that  many  of  them  should  be  condemned  on 
sanitary  gi'onnds  alone ;  but  a  great  deal  is  due  to  the  negligence  or 
ignorance  of  the  teachers  themselves,  while  their  own  pale,  sallow 
faces  bear  testimony  to  the  kind  of  atmosphere  they  breathe  day  after 
tlay.  I  think  tlie  time  has  come  when  a  knowledge  of  the  laws  of 
liygiene,  in  so  far  a^  i^elates  to  ventilation  and  temp>erature,  should  bt 
required  of  all  candidates  for  teachers^  licenses.  I  wish  that  every 
teacher  in  the  district  had  heard  and  digested  the  admirable  paper  on 
this  sul^ect  with  which  Dr.  McKay,  of  Reserve  Mines,  kindly  favoured 
the  Association  at  the  last  meeting.  The  living  voice  of  one  so  well 
able  to  treat  this  mted  subject  could  not  but  be  productive  of  immense 
good. 

The  fourth  annual  meeting  of  the  Teachers'  Association  was  held 
in  the  Sydney  Academy  on  tlie  4th  and  oth  of  October.  The 
programme  provided  was  a  very  good  one,  and  the  discussions  elicited 
were  animated  and  instructive.  One  very  interesting  feature  was  a 
lesson  io  Natural  History  given  by  Mr.  Wni.  Haggerty  of  Sydney 
Idines,  to  a  class  of  eight  of  his  pupils  who  acquitted  themselves  very 
well.  As  on  former  occasions,  many  ladies  of  the  town,  and  most  of 
the  professional  gentlemen,  attended  one  or  more  of  the  sessions.  The 
attendance  of  teachers  was  very  large,  but  I  wish  it  had  been  even 
larger ;  I  wish  that  all  who  can  make  it  at  all  possible  would  attend 
the  meetings.  Those  who  absent  themselves  do  not  know  how  much 
they  lose. 

Only  44  sections  of  Cape  Breton  and  28  of  Richmond  sent  in 
recoixis  of  their  annual  meetings  as  required  by  law.  From  these 
records  I  find  that  seven  only  of  the  former  took  any  action  on  the 
**  Act  to  secure  better  attendance,"  six  adopting  and  one  rejecting  it ; 
of  the  latter,  three  voted  for  the  Act  and  five  against  it.  Its  scope 
and  working  are  of  course  but  little  understood  as  yet  in  many  places. 

I  have  used  all  possible  efforts  to  secure  prompt  and  correct 
terminal  and  annual  returns,  but  many  sections  continue  to  be  very 
tardy  at  the  close  of  each  term,  and  I  find  some  of  the  statistics  given 
very  unreliable  and  often  inconsistent.  These  remarks  apply  particu- 
larly to  questions  22  and  28  in  Tahle  If,  of  Traatees'  Reixx^ms,  and 
to  the  annual  Financial  Memorandurru  The  extra  work  and  annoy- 
ance occasioned  thereby  in  working  off  annual  reports  for  the 
department  can  only  be  appreciated  by  a  person  familiar  with  such 
work.  Teachers,  who  generally  have  most  or  all  to  do  with  preparing 
the  returns,  should  see  that  they  are  correct,  and  having  the  main 
interest  in  their  object — the  securing  of  their  salaries — they  should 
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see  that  they  are  promptly  despatched.  I  can  see  no  reason  why  a 
school  return  should  not  be  ready  for  despatch  one  or  two  days  after 
the  close  of  the  term,  whereas  they  often  come  to  hand  attested  as 
late  as  the  8th  or  10th  of  the  month. 

The  number  of  candidates  presenting  themselves  for  examination 
for  teachers*  licenses  last  July  was  79  at  Sydney  and  26  at  Arichat. 
Following  are  thp  results: — At  Sydney,  there  was  one  for  Grade  A, 
Mr.  E.  T.  McKeen  of  the  Preparatory  Department  of  the  Academy, 
who  made  the  splendid  average  of  79.3  ;  there  were  9  for  B,  6 
succeeding,  2  taking  a  lower  grade,  and  one  failing  altogether;  42  for 
C,  of  whom  10  were  successful,  12  securing  D,  and  20  failing;  and  27 
for  D,  of  whom  8  succeeded  and  19  failed.  At  Arichat  there  wete  26 
candidates,  12  for  Grade  C  and  14  for  D.  Of  the  former  5  took  the 
grade  applied  for,  5  the  next  grade,  and  2  failed,  while  of  the  latter  3 
succeeded  and  ihe  remaining  11  failed.  There  were  therefore  52 
candidates  altogether  that  succeeded  in  obtaining  some  grade  ol 
license,  but  they  are  not  all  new  teachers :  19  of  them  were  licensed 
teachers  seeking  a  higher  grade,  which  leaves  the  accession  to  the 
staff  at  33.  Of  this  last  number  it  should  also  be  remarked  that 
several  had  no  intention  of  entering  the  profession,  having  undergone 
examination  from  other  motives.  Notwithstanding  this  accession 
to  the  ranks,  teachers  are  still  very  scarce.  Many  leave  the  country 
or  the  profession  to  go  elsewhere  or  at  something  more  lucrative, — and 
that  means  almost  anything  at  all.  Who  can  blame  them  ?  When 
one  glances  at  the  average  of  teachers'  salaries,  one  cannot  expect  that 
educated  men  and  women  will  continue  to  spend  the  best  years  of 
their  lives  in  a  service  so  unremuneralive,  often  so  thankless,  and 
generally  so  barren  of  future  prospects.  I  am  often  thrown  into 
serious  and  unpleasant  reflection  by  the  readiness  with  which  large 
and  well-to  do  sections,  that  should  employ  iirst-class  and  first-rate 
teachers,  accept  or  seek  the  services  of  persons  holding  a  low  grade  of 
license,  or  even  no  grade  at  all,  provided  they  can  get  them  cheap. 
The  cheap  teacher  is  a  whistle  for  which  people  very  often,  if  not 
always,  pay  too  dear. 

The  academic  department  of  the  Arichat  schools  was  re-opened 
near  the  beginning  of  the  year  with  Mr.  Michael  McRinnon,  M.A.,  a 
teacher  of  fourteen  years'  experience,  as  Head  Master.  The  building 
has  been  put  in  a  fair  state  of  repair,  two  departments  have  been 
provided  with  improved  desks  and  other  necessary  furniture,  and 
provision  has  been  made  for  some  needed  apparatus.  While  the 
studies  pursued  were  not  of  a  very  high  order,  owing  to  the  lack  of 
advanced  pupils,  no  support  in  this  respect  having  been  received  from 
other  sections  of  the  County,  a  fair  start  has  been  made  which  I  trust 
will  lead  to  good  results  in  the  near  future. 

On  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Mclnnis,  at  the  close  of  the  winter  term, 
Mr.  McKittrick  returned  to  his  old  post  in  the  Sydney  Academy.  This 
institution  continues  in  a  most  flourishing  condition.  With  two  Grade 
A  teachers  now  employed,  it  will  be  prepared,  with  the  expected 
Provincial  encouragement,  to  show  still  greater  results. 

In  conclusion,  1  wish  to  express  my  opinion  that  while  there  is 
still  much  room  for  improvement,  our  schools  are,  on  the  whole, 
decidedly  progressing. 
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Again  thanking  you  for  your  usual  kindness  and  courtesy  in  our 
official  intercourse, — an  expression  of  gratitude  I  wish  to  extend  to 
many  friends  throughout  the  district  for  unflagging  hospitality. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Yours  very  respectfully, 

M.  J  T.  MacNEIL. 
To  David  Allison,  Es<j.,  Ll.D., 

SupeHntendent  of  EduoatiotL 
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DISTRICT  No.  8.— INVERNESS  AND   VICTORIA. 

John  Y.  Gunn,  Inepedor. 

Sir, — I  beg  respectfully  to  submit  the  following  Annual  Report 
upon  the  present  general  condition  of  the  Public  Schools  within  the 
Counties  of  Inverness  and  Victoria. 

The  district  now  comprises  240  distinct  school  sections.  Of  this 
number  five  have^beeq  lecently  created, — "  Mil  Ian,  No.  9J."  and 
Louisville,  No.  57J,"  resulting  respectively  from  the  sub-division  of 
Little  Judique"  and  "  North -West  Arm,"  both  in  Inverness;  and 
Pembroke,"  No.  o^,"  at  the  rear  of  Fiiar'e  Head,  in  North 
Inverness.  In  the  County  of  Victoria  two  new  school  sections  were 
formed, — one  "  South  Tarbut,  No.  57A,^'  at  the  North  River  of  Saint 
Ann's  ;  the  other  on  the  Island  of  St.  Paufs.  Saint  Paul's  is  situated 
at  a  distance  of  13  miles  right  out  from  the  mainland  of  Cape  North, 
and  has  the  distinction  of  being  the  most  northerly  school  section  in 
the  Province. 

New  Buildivffs. — In  the  matter  of  increased  and  improved 
accommodation,  the  abstracts  of  financial  memoranda  shew  expendi- 
tures to  have  been  made  during  the  year  to  the  extent  of  $2«200  in 
Inverness,  and  $l,i)00  in  Victoria. 

The  new  school  house  at  Poit  Hood,  erected  at  an  expense  of  $800, 
is  a  plain,  substantial  building.  It  is  arranged  to  accommodate  two 
d^'partments — a  Primary  and  an  Advanced,  and  is  provided  with  a 
j)ortico,  having  a  separate  entrance  to  each  apartment,  and  a  basement 
running  the  length  of  the  whole  building.  The  ceiling  is  high,  and 
the  appliances  for  heating  and  ventilation  are  ample. 

New  school  houses  have  also  been  recently  erected  in  the  sections 
of  Little  Judique,  Millan,  Brooklet,  and  McPherson's  Brook,  in  South 
Inverness ;  ixi  the  section  of  King  Rohs  in  North  Inverness ;  and  at 
McKinnon's  Intervale,  South  Harbour,  and  Middle  Harbour,  in  the 
<Jounty  of  Victoria. 

At  the  regular  Annual  Meetings  of  the  School  Boards  the  list  of 
sections  entitled  to  special  aid  were  revised,  and  each  list  was  more  or 
le^  numerically  reduced.    For  the  school  y^ear  ending  on  the  SIst 
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October  next  15  sections  in  South  Inverness,  11  in  North  Invemes9> 
and  8  in  Victoria  are  quaFified  to  draw  additional  grants. 

During  the  past  year,  in  South  Inverness,  only  four  sections  id 
winter,  and  6  in  summer,  participated  in  the  increased  allowance  from 
the  county  treasury.  In  North  Inverness  there  were  but  two  sections 
thus  aided  in  winter,  and  but  one  additional  section  during  the 
following  summer. 

The  extra  grant  was  not  drawn,  for  either  sum,  by  any  school 
section  in  Victoria, — simply  because,  by  the  terms  of  the  amended 
Act,  school  sections  coming  under  this  category  must,  in  every  case,, 
emplo}'  teachers  holding  a  Provincial  License  of  the  Third  Class. 
This  condition  was  not  complied  with,  during  the  Winter  or  Summer 
Term,  by  any  section  on  the  special  aid  fist  in  the  County  of  Victoria. 

In  all  the  recently-formed  sectionf ,  provision  was  made,  at  the  last 
Annral  Meeting,  for  building  and  other  school  purposes. 

Fc»ur  sections  in  the  district  are  stiW  destitute  of  school  accommo- 
dation af  any  kind.  One  of  the  number, "  Big  Bra»  d'Or  Mount,** 
advances  the  plea  of  poverty.  The  locality  is,  however,  exceptionally 
rich  in  its  large  number  of  stout,  healthy  chiHren,  and  the  worthy 
Chairman  and  other  members  of  the  School  Board  have  raore  thar> 
once  expressed  their  regret  to  see  so  many  young  people  grow  up  i» 
gross  ignorance,  when  "  an  ounce  of  prevention,"  which  is  proverbially 
so  much  better  than  "  a  pound  of  cure,"  might  be  the  means  of 
training  them  up  to  become  useful  menybers  of  society.. 

The  rate-payers  of  another,  "  Rear  Baddeck  Bay,"  are  in  fairly 
eomfortable  circumstances,  but  warm  disputes  in  the  selection  of  a 
suitable  building  site  have  bfighted  the  cause  of  education  in  th& 
section,  and  although  the  miserable  hut  former^  used  for  school 
purposes  was  condemned  a  couple  of  years  ago,  the  people  appear  ta 
be  in  no  hurry  to  have  it  re-placed.  The  sehool  taugjht  in  this  section 
during  the  past  Summer  Term  was  not  allowed  any  portion  of  the 
Provincial  or  County  Fund. 

"Wright"  school  section,  in  North  Inverness,  does  not  have  » 
single  very  poor  person  within  its  borders.  At  the  tin>e  of  its 
formation  a  few  years  ago,,  the  petitioners  pledged  themselves- 
to  build  whenever  they  should  receive  the  requisite  data  for 
organization.  Nothing  in  the  direction  indicated  has,  however,  been 
done,  and  I  purpose,  therefore,  at  the  approaching  session  of  the- 
School  Commissioners,  to  have  the  necessary  steps  taken  to  have  the^ 
rate-payers  of  this  section  restored  to  the  section  from  which  they 
wei«  originally  detached. 

'*  Miller'^  section  .is  situated  in  a  mountainous  region  in  South 
Inverness.  The  school  house  is  not  habitable,  no  Annual  Meeting  has 
been  held  for  years,  and  the  section  generally  is  completely  disorganized 

At  the  regular  Annual  Meetings  of  the  School  Boards  the  schoot 
houses  of  8  sections  in  South  Inverness  were  condemned  as  unfit  for 
schcol  purposes ;  and  4  school  houses  in  North  Inverness  shared  the 
same  fate.     The  Victoria  Board  condemned  8^  but  desired  me  taaddt 
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to  the  customary  notice  of  condemnation  to  each  Board  of  Trustees, 
that  in  the  event  of  any  of  the  school  houses  thus  condemned  being 
repaired  within  a  reasonable  time  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Inspector 
or  of  any  visitor  appointed  by  the  Board,  the  condemnation  should 
be  revoked. 

By  referrincr  to  Table  II.  in  the  abstracts  of  school  returns,  it  will 
be  observed  that  there  are  8,36S  school-going  children  in  the  district, 
while  accommodation  in  seats  and  desks  is  provided  for  8,480.  This 
is  a  satisfactory  shewing,  but  the  statement  is  to  be  taken  cumgrano. 
The  accommodation  is  too  often  of  a  very  inferior  kind.  The  educative 
value  of  neatness  and  taste  in  external  surroundings,  and  in  the 
internal  arrangement  of  furniture,  apparatus,  &c.,  is  rarely  invested 
with  the  importance  to  which  it  is  entitled;  and  even  matters  of  such 
prime  importance  as  ventilation,  temperature,  and  a  due  gradation  of 
seats  and  desks,  are  "  more  honoured  in  the  breach  than  in  the 
observance." 

During  the  Winter  Term  of  the  past  year  203  schools  were  in 
operation  within  the  district,  and  212  during  the  following  summer. 
A  comparison  with  the  corresponding  figures  in  the  statistics  of  the 
previous  year  shews  a  small  decrease  in  the  number  of  schools  open 
during  the  Winter  Term,  and  a  considerble  increase  over  the  number 
open  during  the  summer  following. 

The  registration  is  somewhat  in  advance  of  that  of  previous  years. 
7^365  pupils  attended  school  in  winter,  and  7,352  in  summer, — while 
over  8,000  difftrent  pupils  were  unregistered  during  the  year. 

I  am  not  aware  that  the  compulsory  Act  has  been  enforced  in  any 
section  in  either  county. 

During  the  Winter  Term  two  teachers  of  grade  A  were  employed ; 
26  of  grade  B  ;  58  grade  C  ;  and  128  of  grade  D.  During  the  follow- 
ing summer  the  Academies  employed  Head  Mast<ers  of  grade  A  as 
usual ;  a  few  of  the  B  teachers  retired ;  the  Cs  sustained  no  change  to 
speak  of ;  and  the  D's  were  largely  represented. 

As  a  rule,  the  salaries  of  teachers  in  this  district  rule  lower,  I 
believe,  than  in  some  of  the  Western  Counties. 

The  scarcity  of  teachers  during  the  pant  year  has,  however, 
improved  the  market  for  those  who  are  fortunate  enough  to  have 
licenses  of  the  higher  grades,  and  what  is  still  more  important,  to  have 
their  names  up  for  professional  aptness  and  devotedness  to  duty. 
Some  teachers  are  and  will  be  paid  at  low  rates,  but  they  are  invariably 
men  of  inferior  calibre.  As  a  rule,  persons  who  are  paid  but  little  are 
worth  but  little.  Teachers  of  established  reputation  command  high 
salaries,  and  have  no  difficulty  whatever  in  securing  good  situations. 

You  will  observe  by  referring  to  the  supplementary  tables  tha^ 
the  average  salaries  paid  to  all  grades  have  materially  advanced  upon 
the  rates  of  previous  years. 

The  Teachers*  Aeaociation  continues  to  exert  a  marked  salutary 
influence.  The  names  of  the  clerical  spirits  in  the  profession  grace  the 
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roll  of  membership.  The  incapables  are  always  too  busy  to  attend  a 
feast  of  which  all  are  freely  invited  to  partake.  Teachers  are  under 
no  obligations  to  attend,  even  when  the  meetings  are  conveniently 
accessible.  The  attendance  is,  therefore,  often  too  small  and  too 
irregular  for  the  attainment  of  the  largest  and  best  results.  The 
next  meeting  is  to  be  held  at  Baddeck,  and  as  that  village  is  famed 
for  the  beauty  of  its  scenery,  and. its  easy  accessibility  by  land  and 
water,  the  teaching  fraternity  of  both  counties  will,  in  all  probability, 
be  creditably  represented. 

School  Visitation, — The  extreme  severity  of  the  weather  checked 
outside  professional  work  during  the  months  of  January  and  February. 
Then  came  the  great  March  freshet,  sweeping  bridges  in  both  counties 
before  it.  This  crippled  my  progress  through  the  large  river  districts. 
I  however  visited  nearly  all  the  schools  in  session  during  the  Summer 
Term.  The  schools  in  West  Inverness  and  North  Victoria  were 
visited  in  July;  Central  Inverness  and  East  Victoria  in  September; 
and  the  southern  districts  of  Inverness  and  Victoria  in  October, 

As  to  the  character  of  the  work  performed,  I  beg  to  say  that  it 
was  mainly  confined  to  an  examination  in  Reading,  Writing  and 
Arithmetic.  These  are  emphatically  the  weapons  of  every  day  use  in 
the  great  battle  of  life.  A  man  is  powerless  without  them,  and  it  is 
the  duty,  par  excellence,  of  the  educationist  to  get  every  child 
entrusted  to  his  charge  well  grounded  in  branches  of  such  universally- 
admitted  importance.  In  schools  in  which  branches  of  a  more 
advanced  character  are  taught,  a  thorough  inspection  is  made  as  to 
the  progress  and  attainments  of  all  the  classes.  I  was  pleased  to  find, 
in  a  late  tour  of  inspection,  that  a  few  teachers  of  decidedly  progressive 
tendencies  have  had  the  courage  to  introduce  newspaper  reading,  as 
an  occasional  exercise  of  the  schoolroom.  The  practice, when  contined 
to  legitimate  limits,  is  a  good  one.  It  provokes  a  thii^t  in  the 
mind  of  the  young  to  know  what  is  going  on  in  the  great  theatre  in 
which  they  are  all  soon  to  appear,  either  as  actors  or  clowns.  And 
when  the  counties  and  towns  incidentally  referred  to  in  the  columns 
of  any  ordinary  periodical  are  discussed  in  relation  to  their  position, 
population  and  commerce,  a  vast  fund  of  general  information  is 
evoked  and  treasured  up  by  the  pupils  for  future  reference. 

The  County  Academies, — The  friends  of  the  Hawkesbury  Academy 
have  not  been  disappointed  in  their  most  sanguine  expectations  of  the 
institution's  general  success. 

Mr.  Forsyth  is  still  in  charge  of  the  advanced  department.  In 
addition  ^o  ordinary  academic  work,  the  Principal  has  classes  in 
Chemistry  and  Natural  History.  The  charts  in  Natural  History  are 
provided  by  the  trustees,  and  the  text-books  are  the  property  of  the 
pupils.  The  increase  of  the  school  in  popular  favor  has  overcrowded 
the  Primary  department.  The  necessity  of  providing  additional 
accommodation  is  therefore  a  matter-of  immediate  importance.  Seven 
pupils  from  this  school  went  up  for  examination  in  July.  Of  this 
number  five  obtained  the  grades  applied  for;  two  a  grade  lower. 
Good  judgment  and  thoroughness  in  school  work  are  strikingly 
indicated. 
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The  Academy  at  Baddeek  continues  to  prosper.  Mr.  Patterson, 
the  Principal,  is  devoted,  heart  and  soul,  to  the  success  of  the 
institution.  The  grading  of  the  school  is  steadily  improving.  Each 
department  is  doing  work  peculiar  to  itself.  In  the  advanced  depart- 
ment, instruction  in  the  elements  of  natural  science  is  hereafter  to  be 
made  a  specialty.  The  Principal  has  been  for  some  time  collecting 
materials  for  a  museum  of  geology  and  mineralogy,  to  which  he  has 
added  a  cabinet  of  Indian  relies  of  the  stone  age,  and  other  curiosities 
from  every  clime.  A  day  of  bright  promise  is  evidently  dawning  on 
the  Baddeek  Academy. 

In  the  monthly  abstract  of  Inspection  Notes  are  entered  the 
character  and  general  standing  of  every  school  in  the  district,  to 
which,  together  with  the  Notes  themselves,  I  would  beg  respectfully 
to  refer  you  for  further  information. 

The  existing  method  of  filling  vacancies  in  boards  of  trustees,  when 
the  Annual  Meeting  is  not  held,  is  needlessly  tedious  and  circuitous, 
and  where  conflicting  elements  are  at  work,  questions  of  a  perplexing 
character  are  apt  to  come  up  for  solution.  The  customary  requisition 
may  not  be  authentic,  the  "  seven  rate-payers  "  may  not  adequately 
reflect  the  views  of  the  section,  and  the  committee  to  whom  the 
function  is  delegated,  and  who  are  apt  to  be  ignorant  of  the  character 
of  the  nominee  lor  the  trusteeship,  may  unintentionally  elevate  a  local 
Hotspur  to  a  position  in  which  he  may  fan  the  fires  of  discord  in  the 
community.  Cases  are  known  in  which  the  trustees  have  wilfully 
and  knowingly  neglected  to  put  up  the  necessary  notices  for  the 
Annual  Meeting,  with  a  view  specially  to  have  the  succession  to  the 
trusteeship  practically  in  the  hands  of  parties  adverse  to  educational 
progress. 

I  beg  to  close  this  report  by  suggesting : — 

1.  That  teachers  and  trustees  be  paid  according  to  a  specific  scale 
of  resxdts. 

2.  That  balances  of  extra  grants  to  jioor  sections,  not  otherwise 
appropriated,  should  be  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  school  funds,  to  be 
applied  as  aid  in  the  building  and  equipment  of  school  houses  in  the 
poor  districts. 

And  3.  That  in  sections  in  which  no  Annual  Meeting  is  held  on 
the  day  by  law  appointed,  the  Inspector  be  empowered  to  call  a  special 
meeting  to  enable  all  the  rate-payers  to  have  a  voice  both  in  the 
election  of  a  new  trustee  and  in  voting  money  for  school  purposes. 

All  of  which  is  very  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  Y.  GUNN. 
To  David  Allison,  Esq.,  Ll.  D., 

Superintendent  of  Education. 
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DISTRICT  No.  9.— PICTOU  AND  SOUTH  COLCHESTER. 

R.  McLellan,  Inspector. 

Sir. — My  brief  acquaintance  with  the  district  and  with  inspectoral 
work,  will  necessarily  prevent  me  from  giving  such  a  full  and  precise 
report  as  I  could  wish.  Using  all  diligence  during  the  time  at  my 
disposal,  I  was  yet  unable  to  visit  all  the  schools  in  operation,  and 
had  no  opportunity  of  making  myself  acquainted  with  the  condition 
of  sections  in  which  there  were  no  schools.  This  was  owing:,  in  a 
measure,  to  my  ignorance  of  localities,  and  consequent  inability  to 
avail  myself  of  the  most  advantageous  and  convenient  routes. 

In  addition  to  statistical  tables,  already  forwarded,  I  beg  respect- 
fully to  present  a  few  statements  of  a  more  general  character,  yet 
containing  information  necessary  to  a  correct  understanding  of  the 
educational  condition  of  the  district. 

The  Board  of  School  Commissioners  for  South  Colchester,  at  its 
May  session,  adopted  a  resolution  reuniting  Irwin  Section  with  Clark- 
ville,  from  which  it  had  been  separated  in  1874.  The  whole  number 
of  sections  in  this  district  at  present  is,  therefore.  195 — 133  in  Pictou 
County  and  62  in  Colchester.  Of  these  32  were  without  school  in 
winter,  24  in  summer,  and  16  during  the  year. 

Sections  without  school  in  the  Winter  Term  : — West  Branch,  River 
John,  Union  Hall,  Fox  Brook,  Upper  St.  Mary's,  Marsh,  Barney's 
River,  Indian  Reserve,  in  Pictou  ;  Green's  Creek,  Shubenacadie,  Cold- 
stream, Otter  Brook,  Earltown  Road,  Riverside,  West  St.  Andrew's, 
Lanesville,  in  Colchester. 

Sections  without  school  in  Summer  Term  : — Poplar  Hill,  College 
Lands,  Beech  Hill,  Olencoe,  Blanchard's  Road,  Moose  River,  Garden 
of  Eden,  in  Pictou ;  Upper  Chigonois,  in  Colchester. 

Sections  without  school  during  the  year  : — ^Three  Brooks,  Carribou 
Island,  Pictou  Island,  Marsh,  East  River,  Trenton,  Knoidart,  Black 
Brook.  Mount  Adam,  Green  Valley,  in  Pictou  ;  Kempt  Town,  Fort 
Ellis,  Smithfield,  Upper  Brookfield,  Riversdale,  Union,  New  Britain, 
in  Colchester. 

The  Indian  School  at  Boat  Harbor,  Pictou  County,  was  only 
placed  in  connection  with  our  school  system  in  May,  1881.  A  school 
was  in  operation  in  this  section  for  four  months  of  the  Summer  Term. 
Owing,  however,  to  the  migratory  habits  of  the  Indians,  the  attend- 
ance was  very  unsatisfactory,  out  of  29  pupils  registered,  the  average 
being  only  7.5  and  average  time  attended  by  each  pupil  14  days. 

School  Accummodation, — New  buildings  have  been  erected  at 
Truro.  New  Glasgow,  Pictou,  Elmsville,  Durham,  Fox  Biook,  Trenton 
and  Lismore.  Hopewell  has  added  an  apartment  and  now  has  a 
graded  school  of  two  departments.  Lyons  Brook  has  enlarged  and 
improved  the  room  in  which  the  junior  class  is  conducted.  The 
houses  at  Pictou  and  Durham  fill  the  place  of  those  destroyed  by  fire 
last  winter.     A  wing  has  been  added  to  the  Drumraond  schoolhouse, 
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Westville.  This,  however,  cannot  properly  be  regarded  as  additional 
school  accommodation,  as  it  is  to  be  occupied  by  the  primary  school 
heretofore  taught  in  a  hall  rented  for  the  purpose.  The  primary 
departments  in  this  section  are  entirely  over-crowded,  as  are  also 
those  of  Albion  Mines  and  Vale  Colliery,  the  numbers  registered 
ranging  from  109  to  180.  An  explanation  offered  for  this  state  of 
affairs  is,  that  the  population,  and,  in  consequence,  the  attendance  a^ 
school  varies  with  the  demand  for  labour  in  the  mines,  and,  though 
the  schools  are  thus,  at  times  over-crowded,  the  accommodation  is  in 
general,  sufficient  for  those  seeking  admission.  I  am  not  prepared  to 
3tate,  from  personal  knowledge,  to  what  extent  this  excuse  is  valid. 
Whatever  the  cause,  there  is  urgent  need  for  remedy,  as  little  can  be 
accomplished  while  such  a  condition  exists,  even  for  a  portion  of  each 
term. 

With  the  exception  of  the  sections  just  mentioned,  the  accommo- 
dation is  pretty  Well  up  to  the  requirements  of  the  law.  or  gave 
Jjromise  of  being  so  at  the  beginning  of  the  next  school  term. 

The  matters  treated  of  in  the  following  paragraphs  have,  doubtless, 
been  fully  and  accurately  dealt  with  in  the  reports  of  my  predecevSsora. 
My  purpose  in  referring  to  them  is  merely  to  give  expression  to  a  few 
general  impressions  produced  on  my  mind  in  the  course  of  necessarily 
brief  and  hurried  visits  to  the  several  sections. 

School  Premises, — Improvements,  no  doubt,  have  been  made  in 
this  particular  within  ihe  past  few  years.  Much,  however,  yet 
remains  to  be  accomplished.  As  a  general  rule,  sites  are  well  chosen, 
but,  in  a  great  majority  of  cases,  the  grounds  are  left  unimproved  and 
unenclosed,  unless  the  unsightly  log  fences*  protecting  the  adjoining 
fields  be  regarded  as  forming  a  partial  enclosure.  In  very  rare 
instances  is  there  any  attempt  at  ornamentation.  It  is  surprising  to 
find  such  a  state  of  aflFairs  existing  in  sections  where  a  laudable  degree 
of  attention  to  neatness  and  taste  is  manifested  in  the  dwellings  and 
premises  of  the  people.  Were  the  beneficial  effect,  on  teacher  and 
pupil,  of  tasteful  and  attractive  surroundings  properly  understood  and 
appreciated,  I  am  confident  that  this  conditio*!  of  affairs  would  not 
long  be  suffered  to  continue,  especially  when  the  trifling  outlay 
necessary  for  its  improvement  is  considered. 

The  schoolrooms,  as  a  rule,  present  a  much  neater  and  more  com- 
fortable appearance  than  the  uninviting  surroundings  would  warrant 
the  visitor  in  expecting.  In  too  many  instances,  however,  the  interior 
betrays  evidence  of  the  same  neglect  and  lack  of  regard  to  appearances 
which  characterize  the  exterior.  In  many  of  these,  little  more  than  a 
thorough  cleansing  and  repainting  is  necessary.  Others,  I  fear,  will  . 
require  to  have  the  attention  of  Boards  of  School  Commissioners 
directed  to  them.  For  reaisons  which,  I  believe,  will  be  obvious  to 
you,  I  forbear  mentioning  any  of  these  by  name  in  this  report. 

Schools. — While  I  am  unable  to  report  that  all,  or  even  a  large 
majority  of  the  schools  are  as  efficiently  conducted  as  could  be  desired, 
I  am  happy  to  be  al»le  to  state  that,  with  rare  exceptions,  the  teachers 
appear  to  be  conscientious  and  painstaking  in  the  performance  of  their 
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school  duties.  The  lack  of  efficiency  will  be  readily  explained  by  a 
glance  at  Table  III.  of  Statistics.  Of  the  teachers  employed  during 
the  year,  a  majority  had  been  less  than  three  years  in  the  service. 
In  the  winter  term  78  removed  to  new  sections  and  27  were  employed 
for  the  first  term ;  in  summer,  80  removed  to  new  sections  anH  10 
were  new  teachers.  If  it  be  admitted  that  experience  is  of  benefit 
to  the  teacher,  and  that  a  thorough  acquaintance  with  the  disposition 
and  capabilities  of  each  pupil  is  indispensable  for  the  successful 
management  of  the  school,  comment  on  the  above  facts  becomes 
unnecessary.  The  shortness  of  the  time  that  teachers  continue  in  the 
profession,  though  a  matter  for  deep  regret,  can  certainly  occasion  no 
surprise  in  view  of  the  subjoined  table  of  salaries. 

Average  salary  of  teachers,  including  Government  grant : — 

Males.  Fsmalkbl 

A.  frB.         O.  D.  B.  O.  D 

Pictou  County $41 6    $271     $191       $263    $225     $157 

Colchester  County 460       290     287       252       157 

These  figures  include  the  salaries  paid  in  the  towns  which  are  in 
general  considerably  above  the  average  of  those  paid  in  country 
sections.   . 

Besides  receiving  inadequate  remuneration  for  their  services, 
teachers  have  many  difficulties  and  discouragements  to  contend  with. 
The  work  of  the  school  is  oftentimes  impeded  bj'  the  lack  of  books 
and  apparatus.  Classification  is  rendered  almost  imposcjible  by  the 
irregular  attendance  of  pupils  and  by  the  prejudices  of  parents.  Cases 
are  not  infrequent  in  which  children  are  withdrawn  from  school 
because  the  teacher  finds  it  necessary',  for  their  own  benefit  and  that 
of  the  school,  to  assign  them  to  lower  classes  than  they  have  occupied 
in  a  previous  term.  In  fact,  I  found  one  school  during  the  summer 
term,  almost  broken  up  from  this  cause  alone.  Prejudices  exist 
against  certain  of  the  prescribed  subjects  of  study.  English  Grammar 
and  Drawing  seem  to  be  the  pet  aversions.  Some  are  contented  with 
a  passive  opposition  exhibited  by  neglecting  to  procure  text-books 
on  the  obnoxious  subjects,  while  others  go  so  far  as  to  forbid  the 
giving  of  instruction,  even  orally,  in  these  branches.  To  overcome  all 
these  obstacles  and  many  others  which  might  be  enumerated,  the 
teacher  requires  practice,  tact  and  unflagging  determination. 

If  this  brief  sketch  of  the  educational  aspect  of  the  district  seems 
somewhat  gloomy  in  colouring,  it  may  be  ascribed  to  the  fact  that  my 
attention  has  purposely  been  directed  to  defects  and  deficiencies  with 
a  view  to  the  adoption  of  means  for  their  removal. 

In  conclusion,  permit  me  to  tender  you  my  sincere  thanks  for 
many  helpful  suggestions  in  regard  to  the  efficient  discharge  of  my 
new  duties,  and  for  kindness  and  courtesy  in  general  in  our  ofEcial 
intercourse. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

R.    McLELLAN. 
To  David  Altjson,  Esq.,  Ll.  D., 

Superintendent  of  EdvA^oJticm. 
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DISTRICT  No.   10.— NORTH    COLCHESTER    AND  CUMBER- 

LAND. 

W.  D.  Mackenzie,  Inspector. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  for  school 
year  ended  Oct.  31st,  1883. 

You  will  notice  by  the  tables  of  statistics,  already  forwarded, 
that  educational  progress  in  this  district  is  very  noticeable.  In 
Cumberland  there  were  but  two  schools  vacant  the  entire  year,  while 
in  the  Colchester  division  of  the  district  there  were  no  schools  vacant 
during  the  whole  year.  Cumberland  had  158  teachers  and  licensed 
assistants  during  summer  term  just  closed — the  largest  number  ever 
employed  in  the  County.  In  West  Colchester  and  Stirling  64 
teachers  were  employed  this  term.  The  proportion  of  population  at 
school  during  the  year  in  Cumberland  was  1  in  4*3  as  compared  with 
1  in  4'5  last  year — a  fair  increase.  Cumberland  shows  6333  pupils 
attending  school  during  some  part  of  the  year,  as.  compared  with 
5959  last  year.  Several  schools  were  in  operation  one  of  the  terms 
this  year  that  have  been  closed  for  a  long  time.  Indeed  the  demand 
for  teachers  for  the  summer  term  was  so  great  that  several  schools 
were  unable  to  secure  teachers  at  all.  One  new  section  was  formed  in 
West  Colchester  by  the  division  of  the  Folly  Mountain  section,  a  school- 
house  built  and  school  established.  Our  record  for  the  winter  term 
is  not  so  favorable.  Cumberlanil  shows  29  schoofs  vacant,  and  West 
Colchester  and  Sterling,  7.  Most  of  these  schools  close  in  winter  on 
account  of  snow-blocked  roads.  Still  Cumberland  shows  a  gain  of  6 
over  the  number  of  schools  in  operation  as  compared  with  the  previous 
winter,  and  a  gain  of  566  in  pupils  at  school.  Comparing  the  summer 
terms  they  stand  thus  : — 

1882.  1889. 

No.  of  schools  in  session 145  150 

No.  of  teachers 146  158 

Na  pupils  registered 5654  5859 

In  the  Colchester  part  of  the  district  the  room  for  improvement  is 
not  so  great,  hence  the  figures  do  not  vary  so  much.  A  constant  and 
healthy  progress  is  observable,  however.  Some  of  the  finest  and  best 
appointed  schools  in  the  entire  district  are  found  in  West  Colchester. 
These  schools  are  never  vacant,  their  teachers  are  nearly  all  Normal 
School  graduates,  and  all  do  superior  work.  Their  school  houses 
are  well  equipped  with  all  necessary  appliances. 

Ifew  Buildings. — Six  new  buildings  have  been  erected  in  the 
district  this  year.  They  are  all  constructed  by  plans  furnished  by  me, 
and  care  has  been  taken  to  secure  good  light  and  ventilation.  Particular 
attention  is  paid  to  the  black-board  suriaces,  liquid  slating  being  used 
in  all  cases  where  new  boards  are  made. 

Money  Vote, — The  amount  voted  in  Cumberland  for  school  purposes 
this  year  was  $14,272.00,  or  $725.00  more  than  last  year,  while  the 
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amount  for  building  and  repairs  was  $984.00  over  last  year's  vote  for 
this  purpose.  Before  the  annual  meeting  circulars  were  sent  to  trust-ees 
in  both  counties  directing  attention  to  the  following  points  : — 

(1.)     The  neceasity  of  regularly  visiting  the  school. 

(2.)  To  see  that  the  Course  of  Study  is  faithfully  carried  out, 
end  that  the  Arithmetic  shall  not  be  below  the  standard  laid  down 
therein. 

(3.)  To  encourage  the  systematic  teaching  of  Industrial  Drawing* 
and  in  the  rural  sections  Agricultural  Chemistry. 

(4.)     To  secure  as  large  a  money  vote  as  possible. 

Educational  /nferM^.— Economy  and  Londonderry  still  lead  in 
this  respect.  A  healthy  interest  i^  manifested  over  the  entire 
district,  and  schools  are  closed  only  where  teachers  cannot  be 
obtained  or  in  poor  sections  where  they  can  keep  school  but  onQ 
term  in  the  year.  One  case  of  apparent  negligence  has  occurred 
since  the  close  of  the  school  year,  and  though  it  does  not  properly 
belong  to  this  report,  I  make  mention  of  it  to  suggest  the  advisability 
of  a  modification  in  the  law,  which  would  enable  the  Inspector  to 
take  action,  which  he  cannot  do  as  the  law  now  stands.  In  section 
No.  2,  West  Colchester,  only  a  few  of  the  ratepayers  attended  the 
annual  meeting.  Those  who  did  attend  were  not  men  with  families 
and  thus  interested  in  a  school ;  hence  no  money  was  voted.  Some 
of  the  ratepayers  however  were  anxious  to  have  school,  but  for  the 
sake  of  peace  in  .the  section  did  n^ot  like  to  proceed  against  the 
trustees  for  neglect  of  duty.  Here  then  is  a  comparatively  wealthy 
section,  registering  sixty  pupils,  which  will  have  no  school  next  term. 
I  think  the  Inspector  should  be  empowered  to  act  in  such  emergencies. 

The  Local  Aseociation, — The  meeting  of  the  Cumberland-^ 
Colchestei-  Teachers*  Association  was  held  at  Acadia  Iron  Mines  in 
June.  Though  the  enrolment  of  teachers  was  not  so  great  as  last 
year,  yet  the  attendance  was  fair  and  tha  sessions  very  inierestin<{ 
and  instructive.  A  paper  on  thfi  important  subject  of  Ventilation  of 
School-houses  was  read  by  J,  N,  Macdonald,  M.  D.  This  paper 
awakened  much  interest  and  was  well  discussed.  Miss  Smith,  Art 
teacher  at  Normal  School,  kindly  responded  to  our  invitation  to  read 
a  paper  and  give  a  lesson  in  Industrial  Drawing.  This  excellent 
lesson  was  very  highly  appreciated  and,  as  I  have  been  informed 
since  by  many  of  the  teachers,  was  of  great  practical  use  to  them  in 
subsequent  teaching.  The  Superintendent  of  Education  lectured  to 
a  very  large  public  meeting  in  the  evening.  The  people  of  Acadia 
Iron  Mines  are  thoroughly  alive  in  educational  matters,  as  their 
efficient  and  well  appointed  schools  abundantly  testify. 

Efficiency  of  Schools. — There  is  a  gratifying  increase  in  the 
efficiency  of  our  schools  since  the  general  adoption  of  the  Course  of 
Stud3\  Trustees  are  acquainting  themselves  with  its  requirements,  and 
are  doing  their  best  to  have  it  thoroughly  worked  up.  Every  school 
in  the  entire  district  from  the  Pictou  line  on  the  north  to  Cape  d'Or 
is  following  the  course,  and  the  general  success  is  most  gratifying.    I 
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reported  last  year  that  in  the  majority  of  our  schools  arithmetic  was 
below  the  standard  as  laid  down  in  the  course.  We  have  devoted 
special  attention  to  this  most  important  branch  this  year,  and  it  is 
now  up  to  the  standard  in  all  the  schools.  We  do  not  allow  any 
modification  of  the  course,  but  follow  it  exactly.  Branches  may  be 
omitted  entirely  (except  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic)  if  trustees 
and  teachers  think  it  advisable,  but  every  branch  taken  up  must  be 
followed  strictly  in  accordance  with  the  course.  A  year  or  two  ago 
it  was  a  rare  thing  to  find  a  school  properly  classified,  but  since  the 
Course  of  Study  has  been  adopted  it  is  just  as  rare  to  find  a  poorly 
classified  school.  The  results  attained  in  this  district  by  close 
adherence  to  the  course  are  truly  surprising.  1  still  spend  much  time 
explaining  it  to  trustees  and  young  teachers.  Our  graded  schools 
continue  to  do  superior  work.  Amherst  schools,  with  nine  departments, 
rank  first,  but  are  closely  followed  by  Acadia  Mines  and  Parrsboro, 
each  with  five  departments.  The  Spring  Hill  Mines  (5  departments) 
is  doing  well.  This  school  has  one  of  the  best  Primary  Departments 
in  the  district,  and  is  excelled  only  by  Tatamagouche  Primary 
Department,  which  is  probably  the  best  we  have.  Miss  Semple,  who 
has  charge  of  this  department,  is  probably  one  of  the  most  efticient 
primary  teachers  in  Nova  Scotia.  The  Primary  Departments  at 
Oxford  and  Wallace  have  much  improved  since  last  year.  I  have 
devoted  a  good  deal  of  attention  to  primary  work  this  year,  and  as  one 
of  the  immediate  results  am  able  to  show  that  trustees  are  getting  the 
very  best  teachers  that  can  be  obtained  for  teaching  the  youn<;est 
children.  Some  of  our  miscellaneous  schools  have  done  remarkably 
good  work  this  year — notably  most  of  those  along  the  Economy  shore. 
The  advanced  department  of  Central  Economy  graded  school  did 
superior  work  this  summer — the  first  time  for  a  number  of  terms. 
Apparatus  designed  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  Course  of  Study  is 
being  generally  introduced,  and  every  school  in  the  district  has  at  least 
a  good  blackboard  and  an  abundant  supply  of  proper  chalks.  The 
Parrsboro  graded  schools  are  being  supplied  with  new  patent  seats  and 
desks,  such  as  have  been  placed  in  the  Acadia  Mines  schools. 

Branches  Taught. — We  teach  all  the  branches  laid  down  in  the 
Course  of  Study,  but  continue  to  pay  particular  attention  to  the 
elementarys,  and  notably  arithmetic,  for  reasons  previously  stated.  In 
the  Colchester  Division  we  show  this  summer  1904  pupils  studying 
Industrial  Drawing,  and  in  Cumberland  2418 — a  gain  of  nearly  a 
thousand  over  last  summer.  Walter  Smith's  Manual  is  found  in  every 
school  in  the  Parrsboro  district,  and  in  very  many  of  the  schools  in  the 
other  districts.  The  teachers  of  District  No.  10  are  doservingr  of  the 
highest  praise  for  the  way  in  which  they  have  introduced  and  taught 
a  branch  which  was  entirely  new  to  most  of  them.  Their  success  is 
demonstrated  by  the  really  good  specimens  of  original  design  frequently 
sent  me  from  the  schools. 

The  English  Grammar  recently  prescribed,  is  already  in  the  Graded 
Schools,  from  the  6th  Grade  up,  and  is  being  rapidly  placed  in  the 
miscellaneous  schools  throughout  the  district.  I  have  caiefully  read 
the  Grammar  and  am  much  pleased  with  it.  It  will  be  placed  in  all 
the  schools  in  the  district  this  term. 
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The  work  of  inspection  was  considerably  interfered  with  by  bad 
roads,  &c.,  last  winter,  but  all  the  schools,  except  those  at  Amherst 
Shore  and  vicinity  were  visited  this  sammer.  In  my  examinations  I 
strictly  follow  the  coui'se  of  study,  and  am  glafl  to  report  that  as  a 
rule  all  the  schools  bear  a  good  examination. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

W.  D.  MACKENZIE. 

To  David  Allison,  Esq.,  Ll.D., 

Superintendent  of  Education^ 
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CHAIRMAN'S    REPORT. 

Office  of  Commissioners  of  Schools, 

Halifax,  N.  S.,  November,  1883 


.} 


To  David  Allison,  Esq.,  Ll.  D., 

Superintendent  of  Ediication  for  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia : 

Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  submit,  for  the  information  of  the 
Council  of  Public  Instruction,  the  Report  of  the  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners of  Schools  for  the  City  of  Halifax  for  the  School  Year  ending 
31st  October,  1883. 

The  total  amount  expended  on  the  Schools  by  the  Board  during 
the  year  was  S71,981.01,  viz.,  $.S,00l.7l  on  account  of  the  High  School, 
and  $63,979.30  on  account  of  the  Common  Schools.  Of  the  $8001.71 
expended  on  the  High  School,  (including  property  connected  there- 
with), $5,480.24  was  derived  from  the  City  Assessment  for  Schools 
and  the  remainder,  $2,615.47,  from  fees  of  pupils,  rents  of  properties 
&c. 

In  the  Common  Schools  5,618  pupils  were  registered  as  in  attend- 
ance during  the  year,  being  a  slight  increase  over  the  number 
registered  the  previous  year.  The  average  cost  per  pupil  was  $11.37, 
a  lower  rate,  as  will  appear  from  the  tables,  than  in  any  year  since 
1868. 

The  attendance  at  the  primary  departments  of  Albro  Street  and 
Russell  Street  Schools  had  so  increased  that  it  was  found  necessary  to 
open  additional  departments.  In  the  case  of  Albro  Street,  the 
pupils  in  the  temporary  department  were,  at  the  regular  grading  in 
November,  absorbed  into  the  other  departments,  and  the  department 
closed  ;  while  at  Russell  Street,  the  accommodation  has  taken  the 
form  of  a  permanent  additional  department. 

The  residents  of  Africville,  a  settlement  of  colored  people  in  the 
extreme  north  of  the  city,  having  petitioned  the  Board  for  school 
privileges,  a  school  was  opened  on  1st  March,  under  a  competent 
master,  in  an  old  building  that  answered  its  purpose  during  the  summer 
months,  but  is  quite  unfit  for  winter  use.  A  new  building  has 
therefore  been  erected  by  the  Board,  on  a  site  given  by  the  City 
Council,  and  is  now  nearly  ready  for  occupation. 

The  usual  Night  Schools  for  boys,  except  that  in  connection  with 
St.  Mary's,  were  in  operation  the  last  winter,  and  were  well  attended. 
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These  schools  meet  the  wants  of  boys  who  are  employed  during  the 
day,  and  of  young  men  who  are  unable  to  attend  the  day  schools. 

Accommodation  was  also  {(iven  in  the  Acadian  School  to  the 
Women's  Christian  Association,  who  devote  a  considerabler  portion  of 
their  time  during  the  winter  months  in  giving  instruction  to  a  large 
class  of  factory  and  servant  girls. 

The  examinations  of  the  schools  were  held  as  usual  in  the  spring 
and  at  mid-summer,  and  were  generally  very  satisfactory.  It  is  to  be 
regretted,  however,  that  the  public  in  general,  and  the  parents  of  the 
pupils  in  particular,  do  not  attend  the  examinations  in  kirge  numbers^ 
and  see  what  is  really  beinnr  done  in  the  schools. 

The  Board  has  bad  considerable  difiicully  for  a  long  time  in 
ascertaining  what  would  be  the  nwst  generally  convenient  hours  for 
opening  and  closing  the  schools,  and  the  best  time  for  the  dinner  hoar, 
and  maintain  a  general  uniformity  in  the  schools  some  parents  being 
in  favor  of  one  continuous  session,  from  9  A.  M.  to  2  F.  M.,  others  in 
favor  of  two,  a  forenoon  and  an  afternoon  session;  some  parents 
dining  at  12,  others  at  1 ;  many  complaining  that  an  hour  was  too 
short  for  dinner.  Change  after  change  had  been  made,  but  all  proving 
unsatisfactory,  the  whole  question  was  referred  to  a  committee,  which, 
after  mature  consideration,  reported  a  uniform  system : — 

1.  That  during  the  months  of  December,  January,  February  and 
March  there  be  only  one  session  in  all  the  Public  Schools,  to  commence 
at  9  A.  M.,  and  to  close  at  2  p.  M.,  with  the  usual  recesses. 

2.  That  during  all  other  months,  all  the  Public  Schools  open  at 
9  A.  H.,  and  close  at  8.30  P.  M.,  and  that  the  mid-day  intermission 
extend  from  12.30  to  2  P.  M. 

3.  That  the  Prindpala  of  all  schools  having  more  than  four 
departments  have  one  session  only  on  Thursdays,  for  the  purpose  of 
directing  work  and  inspection  in  the  other  departments. 

This  was  adopted  bv  the  Board,  at  once  put  into  operation,  and 
has  so  far  given  general  satisfaction. 

The  Board  is  now  in  a  better  financial  condition  than  it  has  ever 
been.  Owing  to  recent  legislation  respecting  civic  matters,  the  City 
Assessment  for  Schools  is  now  paid  te  the  Secretary  of  the  Board 
weekly,  as  received  by  the  City  Treasurer,  and  the  Board  has  been 
enabled,  since  that  legislation  came  fully  into  operation,  to  pay  its 
teachers  their  monthly  salaries  promptly  en  the  regular  day, 

JAMES  BUTLER, 

Vice-Chairman. 
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SUPERVISOR'S  REPORT 

For   the    Year   ended    3tst    October,   1888. 


The  Board  of  School  Oomiiissioners  for  the  City  of  Halifax  : 

Gentlemen, — The  following  information  regarding  the  Public 
Schools  of  the  City  of  Halifax  for  the  year  ended  October  Slat,  1883, 
is  respectfully  submitted: — 

Winter  Term. 

During  the  Winter  Terra,  ended  April  39th,  1883,  81  Female  and 
16  Male  Teachers  wer^  employed,  making  a  total  of  97  Teachers 
engaged  in  the  Common  Schools  of  the  City. 

Of  the«e,  2  held  an  Academic  License,  or  Grade  A :  31  held  a  First 
Class  License,  or  Grade  B ;  58  held  a  Second  Class  license,  or  Grade 
C ;  and  6  held  a  Third  Class  License,  or  Grade  IX 

0 

Summer  Term. 

During  the  Summer  Term,  ended  October  3lst,  1883,  81  Female 
Teachers  and  17  Mule  Teachers  were  employed,  making  a  tot^l  of  98 
Teachers — an  increase  on  the  staff  of  one  over  the  number  employed 
during  th«  former  term. 

Of  these,  3  held  the  Academic  License,  Grade  A ;  30  held  a  First 
Class  License;  58  held  a  Second  Class  Licence,  and  7  held  a  License 
of  the  Third  Class, — in  all  98  Licensed  Teachei*s. 

Winter  Term.        Summer  Tern. 

No.  of  Licensed  Teachers , , 97  08 

n  II         Male  Teachers ,..,  16  17 

II  n         Female   Teachers 81  ^l 

•I  II  Male  Teachei-s,  Grade  A....  2  2 

II  II  Female  Teachei*s,  Grade  A..  0  1 

II  ti  Male  Teachei-s,  Grade  B..,.  12  13 

n  II  Female  Teachers,  Grade  B..  19  18 

II  II  Male  Teachers,  Grade  C...  1  1 

n  II  Female  Teachers,  Grade  C.  57  57 

11  II  Male  Teachers,  Grade  D....  1  2 

n  II  Female  Teachers,  Grade  D . .  ^  5 
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Pupils  Registered. 

The  number  of  pupils  returned  as  registered  for  the  term  ended 
October  3lst,  exclusive  of  the  pupils  in  the  High  School,  is  5128,  a 
small  increase  on  the  number  registered  for  the  corresponding  term 
of  last  year;  and  the  average  daily  attendance  is  3925,  an  increase 
of  232  on  the  number  returned  for  the  corresponding  term  of  1882. 
This  will  give  an  average  of  about  52  registered  pupils  to  each 
teacher. 

Comparative  Statement. 

The  table  on  opposite  page  ^ives  a  comparative  statement  of  the 
number  of  enrolled  pupils,  and  of  the  average  daily  attendance, 
during  the  summer  term,  for  the  years  ended  October  1874,  1875, 
1876,  1877, 1878,  187i),  1880,  1881,  1882  and  1883  :— 
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Attendance. 

The  followinjj  fiofures  sho^  the  number  of  pupils  rej^istered,  and 
the  avei-age  daily  attendance  reported  by  each  teacher  for  the  Term 
ended  October  31,  1883  :— 

Name  of  Teacber.  Ntimber  of  Pupils  Kegistereck  Av.  Daily  Attendaitcc* 

Acadian, 

A.  E.  Hamilton S3     > 2* 

J.  A.  McLeod 44 31 

C.  A.  Payson ...     60 45 

Africville. 
J.  W.  Skefrett   31 20 

Agricda  Street 

I.  M.  Creighton . » 38 .25 

A.  M.  Cunningham 53 , 37 

I.  M.  Wiswell 60  34 

A.  McGregor  ................  63  40 

L.  Bowden 84 57 

Alhro  Street, 

W.  T.  Kennedy 43 .30 

G.  M.  Huggins 45 37 

S.  W.  Shields 39  28 

A.  M.  Mason   40 31 

M  A.Johns 47 32 

M.  R.  McCurdy 40  29 

B.  I.  Mitchell 64  :;9 

H.  S.  F.  Theakston    51 .36 

E.  J.  Willis 77  67 

L.  W.  Elsdon 124  ............ ...  .71 

Beech  Street, 

3,  P.  KUiott    ............ 65 45 

C.  Hosteniian 37     29 

M.  H.  Grferson 58 41 

Bmiiewick  Street 

C.  J.  Miller 43 27 

K.  Mackintosh    . ............ .  48 31 

E.  F.  Richardson    40 38 

J.  R.  McArthur 40  37 

A.  Logan 47 32 
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Kame  of  Teaoher,  N«aber  eff  PupiU  BegiMered.  At.  Daily  Attendanofc 

K  M.  CurreD 54  88 

C.  M.  Gossip 61 45 

A,  Putnam 68  40 

H.  McGregor 50  41 

J.  A.  McCardy 76  : 52 

Coburg  Road. 
Z.  E.  Noble     .' 60     46 

Dutch  Village, 
Sister  Csecelia    56     52 

Indu8tri4iL 
W.  T.  Kennedy 29     26 

Lookman  Street 
J.  Bruce 40     18 

Maynard  Street, 

J.  A.  Smith     48     33 

R.  Logan 50     35 

Morris  Street 

D.  H.  Burbidge 41  35 

F.  A.  Rand 44  37 

M.  Waddell     49  36 

C.  A.  James    48 37 

L.  Silver 48  30 

C.  Stuart     53  39 

F.  A.  Peters    57  38 

J.  Cunningham 44  34 

K  Adams    45  37 

E.  Strattan 59  42 

A.  J.  Mutch    47  32 

National, 

F.  Andrews    40     25 

A.  J.  Mitchell 31     26 

K.S.Caldwell    47     38 

A.  M.  Alexander    60     50 

a 

Poor  Asylum, 
L.  B.  Shaffer 19     .10 
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Name  of  Teacher.  Namber  of  PupiU  Regiitered.  Av.  Daily  Attendanes. 

Richmond. 

W.  W.  Parker 46 .25 

M.  A.  Wyllie 45  36 

E.  M.  Murray 68  45 

I.  Hamiltoa     80  44 

Russell  Street 

J.  L.  Walsh 54  34 

M.  T.  T.  O^Donoghue 80  67 

Sister  Agatha * 50 41 

Sister  Helena 80  77 

St.  Mary's. 

F.  T.  Bnrke 44  36 

J.  M.  Vereker 45  38 

M.  Donohoe    49  33 

E.  Warner 39  35 

A.  M.  Walsh    55  45 

Sister  Margaret 70  63 

Sister  Bernard 44 38 

Sister  Pius 47 40 

Sister  Martina    40  35 

Sister  Angela 54  51 

Sister  de  Chantal   55  45 

Sister  Ludovica 80  58 

St.  Patrick*a 

P.  O'Hearn 53  43 

J.  P.  Griffin     63  50 

J.  W.  Walsh    59  46 

E.  C.  Torrey    57  44 

H.  E.  Coleman    66  50 

M.  Sullivan     47  42 

E.  M.  Garten 80  48 

E.  M.  Guinane    72 CO 

Sister  Dolorosa 46  33 

Sister  Ambrose 46  42 

Sister  Perpetua , 50  .40 

F.  A.  Affleck 49  39 

M.  J.  Donovan    50  38 

Sister  Felix 55  41 

Sister  Anina 47  36 

Sister  Theresa    , 46  39 

Sister  Raphael   83 65 
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•■M  of  TMohen  Number  of  Pupils  R«sittere<L  At.  Daily  AttoodAneo* 

Summer  Street 

ladame  B.  E.  Hibbitts 30  26 

i.  S.  OToole 50  35 

Jister  Hartigan 60  56 

ladame  C.  E.  Jennison    65  , 59 

Tower  Road. 

I  F.  Townsend 23 16 

I.  E.  Flemming 45     30 

;.  J.  Sullivan 39     24 

The  following  is  deduced  from  the  returns  for  the  year  : — 

For  the  Winter  Term  ended  April  30,  1883. 

Jo.  of  Schools  in  Session 97 

Jo.  of  Teachers  97 

Jo.  of  registered  pupils , 4817 

For  the  Summer  Term  ended  October  31, 1883, 

Jo.  of  Schools  in  Session   98 

Jo.  of  Teachers  98 

Jo.  of  registered  pupils 5,128 

'Jo.  of  pupils  registered,  not  on  register  of  previous  Term    . .  801 

Total  No.  of  different  pupils  during  the  year 5618 

i'roportion  of  population  at  school  during  the  year  about    . .  1  in  6 

Winter  Term. 

^o.  of  pupils  under  5  years  of  age 0 

4o.  of  pupils  between  5  and  15  years  of  age 4656 

^o  of  pupils  over  15  years  of  age 161 

Potal  No.  of  pupils  registered  this  Term 4817 

?Jo.  of  boys 2348 

^o.  of  girls 2469 

^o.  of  teaching  days  :n  this  Term    114 

jrand  total  days'  attendance  made  by  all  the  pupils 409125 

^o.  daily  present  at  school  on  an  average  for  time  in  session  3656 
So.  daily  present  on  an  average  for  time  in  session  per  100 

registered 75.9 

!Jo.  daily  present  on  an  average  for  full  time  per  100  regis- 
tered   75.1 
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Summer  Term. 

No.  of  pupils  under  5  years  of  age '. . .  •  3 

No.  of  pupils  from  5  to  15  years  of  age 4910 

No.  of  pupils  over  15  years  of  age • 215 

Total  No.  of  pupils  registered  this  Term   5128 

No.  of  boys 2468 

No.  of  girls 2665 

No.  of  teaching  days  in  this  Term , 100 

Grand  total  days'  attendance  made  by  all  the  pupils 374243 

Na  daily  present  at  school  on  an  average  for  time  in  session  3925 
Na  daily  present  on  average   for  time  in  session  per  100 

r^stered • 76.5 

No.  daily  present  on  average  for  full  Term  per  100  registered  75.3 

Provincial  Grant. 

For  male  teachers,  A  and  B • $120  each. 

II    female  teachers,  A  and  B 120     n 

II    female  teachers,  C 90     i< 

II         II  II         D 60     •! 

The  following  lady  teachers  hold  either  renewed  licenses,  or 
diplomas  obtained  in  1878,  and  since  under  the  recent  and  the  n>ore 
aavanced  examination  lists : — 

Agricola  St  School. — Miss  Ida  Creighton,  Principal,  license  renewed. 

II    A.  M.  Cunningham,  license  renewed. 

II    Laura  Bowden 1881 

II    IdaM.Wiswell 1883 

Albro  Si.  School.— M'lfiH  M.  R.  McCurdy 1881 

.1      H.  S.  F.  Theakston . .  •      1883 

Brtinswick  St.  School, — Miss  C.  J.  Miller,  Principal,  license  renewed. 

II      K.   Mackintosh,    Vice-Principal,    license 

renewed  and  Grade  A 1883 

.1      E.  F  Richardson 1879 

„      K  M.  Curren 1879 

Lockman  St.  School. — Miss  Jane  Bruce,  license  renewed. 

Morris  St  School. — Miss  F.  Peters,  Vice-Principal • . .  1878 

II      J.  Cunningham 1880 

II      C.  A.  James   1878 

II      A.  J.  Mutch 187s 

National  ScfiooL—iliss  K.  S.  Caldwell 1882 

JRichviond  School..  .Miss  M.  A.  Wyllie 1881 

II     E.  M.  MuiTay 1881 

.1     I.  Hamilton 1881 
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8L  Mart^s  School. — Sister  Bernard,  Yice-Principal,  license  renewed. 

••      Angela c « 1881 

.1      deChantal    1881 

Miss  M.  Donohoe,  license  renewed. 

3t.  Pairick*8  School. — Miss  F.  A.  Affleck,  license  renewed. 

Sister  Perpetua   1881 

fi        Anina    1883 

ft        Raphael 1883 

Swmmer  St.  School. — Madame  C.  E.  Jennison 1882 

Additional  information  may  be  obtained  on  reference  to  the  tables 
prepared  by  me,  marked  High  School,  A,  B,  C  and  D. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

BENJAMIN  CURREN, 

Supervidor. 


October,  1883. 
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EDUCATION  OFFICE, 

Halifax,  March,  1885. 
Sib,— 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith,  to  be  Ifidd  before  His 

Honor  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  my  lUport  on  the  Common,  Aca- 
demic, Normal  and  Model  Schools  of  Nova  Scotia,  for  the  School 
Year  ended  October  31,  1884. 

I  am,  with  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  ALLISON, 
Superirdendent  of  Bducation. 

To  the  Hon.  W.  S.  Fielding,  M.  P.  P. 

Provincial  Secretary. 
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To  His  Honor  MATtHEW  Henry  Richey,  Esquire, 

Litutenant' Governor  of  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia: 

IMay  it  please  Your  Honor, — 

In  submitting  for  consideration  my  Report  on  the  Public  Schools 
of  Nova  Scotia  for  the  year  .1883-4,  it  affords  me  pleasure  to  refer  to 
its  contents  as  in  the  main  satisfactory  and  encouraging.  Increases  are 
reported  in  the  number  of  schools,  teachers  and  pupils,  both  for  the 
individual  terms  and  for  the  year  as  a  whole.  In  schools  and  teachers 
the  record  is  beyond  that  of  any  previous  year,  while  the  registration 
of  pupils  has  been  exceeded  but  once  in  the  history  of  our  educational 
system,  and  surpasses  that  of  1882-83  by  nearly  three  thousand 
{2762).  I  believe  it  is  not  extravagant  to  claim  that  some  degree  of 
improvement  is  disclosed  in  all  those  features  of  our  system  of  public 
instruction  which  might  fairly  be  appealed  to  as  tests  of  its  efficiency. 
With  no  wish  to  unduly  press  my  own  views,  I  venture  to  repeat 
from  former  reports  suggestions  on  certain  matters  in  regard  to  which 
I  consider  early  legislative  action  desirable.  On  all  points  supposed  to 
be  of  special  interest,  both  to  the  Le;.n8lature  and  the  public  generally, 
I  have  sought  to  give  the  fullest  information  within  my  power. 
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STATISTICAL  ABSTRACT. 


1. — School  Sbctions. 

Total  number  in  Province 183$ 

"       1883 im 

Increase 11 

Winter.             Sommer.  Tear 

No.  of  Sections  without  Schools  ....          S43               ^15  115^ 

1883         859               284  107 


Decrease 16  Decrease  19  Increase  8 

2. — No.  OF  Schools,  Pupils,  Teachers,  &c. 

Winter.  Summer. 

Total  No.  of  Schools  in  operation 1889  8014 

1888....       1844  194$ 


Increase 45      Increase..    71 

Total  No.  of  Registered  Pupils 80041  8426ft 

1888 79091  8186S 


Increase 950     Increase.  .2405 

Total  No.  different  Pupils  during  year 10106^ 

«*                "                    "                1888 98S07 

Increase ,  2762 

Total  No  of  Teachers  and  Licensed  Assist- 

anU  employed 1989  2090 

1888       1911  2011 


Increase 28      Increase..      79 

3. — Proportion  of  Popttlation  at  School,  &c. 

Proportion  of  Population  at  School 1  in  5.5  1  in  5.8 

'♦  «  "       1888 1  in  5.5  1  in  6.$ 


Increase  •  •  1  in  18S 
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Proportion  of  Population  at  School  during  year ...»    1  in  4.3 

"  "  "  "  1883... 1  in  4.4 


Increase 1  in  159 

No.  of  Pupils  daily  present  on  an  average 

for  time  in  session 46300  48261 

"  "  "       45031  46269 


Increase 1269  Increase..    1992 

No.   of  Pupils  daily  present  on  full  term 

average 43888  45195 

•«     1883 42508  43165 


Increase 1380  Increase . .   2029 

Percentage  of  Pupils  daily  present  on  an  aver- 
age for  time  Schools  were  in  session  57.8  57.2 

1883..  56.9  56.5 


Increase .9  Increase..  .7 

Percentage  of  Pupils  daily  present  on  an 

average  for  full  term 54.8  53.6 

"      1883 53.7  52.7 


Increase 1.1    Increase. .  .9 

Grand  total  days'  attendance 5101954  4905065 

"         "  «*  1883 4898920  4669091 


Increase 203034  Increase.   235974 

4. — Classification  of  Teachers. 


Academic  Grade  .... 
"  "      1883 


Increase 


First  Class  (Grade  B)  Male  Teachers 
«  *«  "     1883 


Decrease 


First  Class  (Grade  B)  Female  Teachers. . . 
«  «  "  1883 


Winter. 

32 
25 

Sammw. 

80 
29 

7 

Increase. 

1 

222 
238 

198 
199 

16 

Decrease. 

1 

78 
65 

88 
70 

Increase 8     Increase.  •      18^ 
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Second  Class  (Grade  C)  Male  Teachers. .         220  172 

•'                 "              1883         217  170 

Increase 3  Increase. ...     i 

Second  Class  (Grade  C)  Female  Teachers         594  668 

1888         664  626 

Increase 30  Increase. ...   42 

Third  Class  (Grade  D)  Male  Teachers. . .          194  188 

188S         210  202 

Decrease 16  Decrease. ...    14 

Third  Class  (Grade  D)  Female  Teachers . .      .   677  719 

1883         561  685 

Increase 16  Increase. ...    S4 

Total  No.  Male  Teachers 665  585 

1883 689  598 

Decrease 24  Decrease ...     13 

Total  No.  Female  Teachers 1247  1478 

1883       1191  1S8J 

Increase 56  Increase....    95 

5.— Period  of  Service  of  Teachers. 

No.  of  Teachers  engaged  in  same  section . .          933  1164 

"              "            "              «     1883         953  11S6 

Decrease 20  Increase. ...    28 

No.  of  Teachers  removed  to  another  section         686  687 

«                 "               "          *<     1883         664  6J0 

Increase 22     Increase 5'' 

No.  of  new  Teachers 293  2W 

1883 263  215 

Increase 30  Decrease. .   .    ^ 

7. — Summary  of  Government  Expenditure  in  Pubuc  Schools. 

Winter  Terra.  Summer  T«f» 

Common  Schools $75610  33  $78088  67 

«       1883 74108  02  75658  48 

Increase $1502  31  Increase  $2430  Id 
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County  Academies $   9000  00 

«    1883 9000  00 


Government  Expenditure  assignable  to  Counties $  16S694  00 

1883..  158761  50 

Increase 3932  50 

Inspection  of  Schools $  12000  00 

"       1883 11450  00 

Increase 550  00 

Examination  of  Teachers $  584  59 

"         1883 535  95 

Increase 48  64 

Travelling  Expenses  Normal  School  pupils $  795   10 

*'                  "               "     1883   752  85 

Increase 42  25 

Salaries S  8000  00 

1883 3000  00 


Travelling  Expenses  Superintendent  of  Education S         400  00 

"  «  •*         1883..  400  00 


Office  Expenses $  911  69 

1883 •   1044  17 

Decrease 132  48 

Interest $  463  35 

"       1883 127  65 

Increase 335  70 

Government  Expenditure  not  assignable  to  Counties. . .  .$  18154  73 

1883  17311   12 

Increase 843  61 
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Total  Goveraraent  Expenditure  in  aid  of  Public  Schools. $  180848  78 

'83  176072  18 

Increase 4776  61 

Special  Academies $  4000  00 

1883 4000  00 


Normal  and  Model  Schools ;|^  6274  85 

1883 6015  00 

Increase 259  85 

Total  Government  Expenditure  for  Education $  191123  58 

1883 186087  18 

Increase 5036  46 


7. — Total  Expenditure  for  the  Support  op  Public  Schools. 

Government  Expenditure • $  180848  75 

Local  Expenditure — County  Fund $120345  00 

Assessment  on  Sections  for  support  of 

Schools 276126  82 

•  Assessment   on  Sections  for  Building 

and  Repairs 38045  56 

434517  37 

Total  Expenditure  for  Public  Schools $  615366  1» 

1883 612889  79 

Increase $       2476  81 


SCHOOL    STATISTICS. 

Tables  I-VII  contain  the  principal  statistics  relating  to  the  strictly 
educational  work  of  the  Public  Schools.  The  contents  of  these  tables 
are  summarized  in  the  foregoing  abstract. 

Sections  without  Schools. — The  returns  for  the  terms  show  grati- 
fying decreases  in  the  number  of  sections  reported  as  without  Schools 
in  operation,  viz :  for  the  Winter  Term  16,  and  for  the  Summer  Term 
19.  The  number  of  sections  having  no  school  during  any  part  of  the 
year  is  8  in  excess  of  last  year's  record.  During  the  past  five  years  the 
number  of  such  sections  has  stood  as  follows:  .1879-80,  176  ;  1880-1, 
128;  1881-2,  133;  1882-3,  107;  1883-4,  115.  The  number  for 
1883-4  is  thus  distributed  among  the  various  counties  :  Annapolis  7  : 
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idgonish,  3 ;  Cape  Breton,  29 ;  Colchester,  4 ;  Cumberland,  1  ; 
gby,  5  ;  Guysboro,  10  ;  Halifax  8 ;  Hants,  4  ;  Inverness  7  ;  Kings, 
Lunenburg,  2 ;  Pictou,  5  ;  Inverness,  1  ;  Richmond  3  ;  Shelburne, 
Victoria,  14  ;  Yarmouth,  3.  In  a  considerable  number  of  these 
;tion6,  schools  capable  of  satisfactorily  furnishing  at  least  the  rudiments 
education  could  have  been  kept  by  reasonable  effort  on  the  part  of 
3  ratepayers.  The  attention  of  the  department  has  been  unremittingly 
'ected  to  the  importance  of  bringing  and  keeping  the  educational 
pliances  provided  by  our  Free  School  System  within  reach  of  every 
ild  in  the  Province.  Still,  to  guard  against  such  unwarrantable 
^rences  as  are  sometimes  drawn  from  this  particular  item  of  statistics, 
is  right  to  have  the  fact  distinctly  noticed  that  the  sections  in  question 
),  as  a  rule,  very  sparsely  peopled.  Many  of  them  do  not  embrace  at 
>8t  more  than  half-a-dozen  families.  In  the  great  majority  the  con- 
ions  are  such  that  the  maintenance  of  an  efficient  school  is  a  matter 
no  little  difficulty.  Arrangements  for  that  purpose  are  often  upset  by 
itingencies  that  would  attract  no  attention  in  more  populous  and 
althy  sections.  I  am  bound  to  bear  testimony  to  the  indefatigable 
Drts  of  the  inspectors  generally,  to  promote  the  establishment,  and,  as 
as  possible,  the  continuous  operation,  of  schools  in  the  localities 
question.  The  number  of  sections  reported  as  havin^:  no  school 
uld  have  been  much  greater  had  it  not  been  ibr  such  efforts,  which 
ve  not  only  had  reference  to  the  diffusion  of  enlightened  views  as  to 
i  value  of  education,  and  an  explanation  of  the  generous  bearing  of 
3  law  towards  weak  and  scattered  communities,  but  have  often  taken 
i  shape  of  direct  personal  interposition  for  the  removal  of  special 
stacles  to  the  organization,  or  continued  maintenance  of  a  school. 

Numbere  of  Schools  and  of  Teachers, — In  comparison  with  the 
rresponding  terms  of  the  preceding  year,  the  winter  term  shows  an 
;rease  in  schools  in  operation  of  45,  and  in  teachers  employed  of 
;  the  summer  term,  corresponding  increases  of  71  and  79.  In  re- 
)ct  to  both  schools  and  teachers,  the  numbers  of  the  present  year  are 
5  highest  recorded. 

AUcTidance.'    The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  registered  attend- 
ee of  pupils  from  1866  to  1884,  inclusive  : 


Years. 

No.  of  Pui>il8 

registered  in 

Winter. 

No.  of  Pupils 

registered  in 

Summer. 

No.  different 
Pupils  registered 
during  the  year. 

1866 

....       45131 

56017 

71059 

1867 

. ...       61818 

70075 

83048 

1868 

. . . .       65983 

72141 

88707 

1869 .. 

72756 

75523 

93732 

1870 

74321 

76237 

94496 

1871 

74759 

77235 

92858 

187a  

70780 

76496 

91637 

1873. 

70320 

78266 

93759 

1874 

72645 

79910 

93510 

1875 

76349 

81878 

94029 

a876 

77593 

82034 

94162 

VIU 
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1877 80788  88941  100710 

1878 81523  84169  101538 

1879 81640  84856  99094 

1880 73978  78808  93700 

1881 67468  88189  98148 

1882 76888  81196  95912 

1883 79091  81868  98307 

1884 80041  84266  101069 

The  proportion  of  the  population  at  school  during  the  winter  tem^ 
shows  an  increase  of  1  in  every  470  of  the  entire  population ;  for  tUe 
summer  term  the  corresponding  increase  is  1  in  183. 

The  proportion  of  the  entire  population  at  school  during  some  pa 
of  the  year  is  1  in  4.3  as  compared  with  1  in  4.4  the  previous  year,  i 
increase  of  1  in  every  1 59.  The  general  average  was  exceeded  in  tl 
following  Counties :  —  Cumberland,  Digby,  Hants,  Kings,  Yarmout! 
1  in  8.9 ;  Lunenburg  and  Shelburne,  1  in  4 ;  Annapolis,  Colcheste 
Inverness,  1  in  4.1.  The  following  made  the  Provincial  average  (4.8) 
Cape  Breton,  Pictou  and  Queens.  The  following  fell  below  :  Antigi 
nish,  Guysborough,  1  in  4.4;  Victoria,  1  in  4.6  ;  Halifax  County,  1  i 
4.9  ;  Richmond,  1  in  5.1  ;  Halifax  City,  1  in  6.2. 

Regularity    of  Attendance.  —  The   following   table   shows    t 
percentage  of  registered  pupils  daily  present  on  an  average  during 
period  the  several  schools  were  open  for  the  respective  terms  of  t 
past  six  years : — 

Winter.  Bummer. 

1879 55.9  55 

1880 56  4  55 

1881 55.6  58.7 

1882 55.2  55.4 

1883 56.9  56.5 

1884 57.8  57.2 


When  reduced  to  the  basis  of  the  full  number  of  teaching  days 
the  respective  terms  the  percentages  stand  as  foIlow» : — 

Winter  Term.       Sammer  Term. 

1879 52.3  53.1 

1880 53  50.7 

1881 53.2  50.2 

1882 52  51.7 

1883 537  52.7 

1884 54.8  53.6 

Gfrand  Total  Days'  Attendance. — This  item  shows  an  increase 
for  the  winter  term  of  203,034,  and  an  increase  for  the   summer 
of  235,974. 
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PERIOD  OF  SERVICE,  SEX,  AND  SALARIES  OF 

TEACHERS. 

During  the  winter  term  933  teachers  continued  to  teach  in  the 
same  sections  in  which  they  taught  the  preceding  term ;  686  removed 
to  other  schools,  while  293  engaged  in  teaching  for  the  first  time. 
During  the  summer  the  corresponding  figures  were  1164,  687,.  and 
212. 

» 

Of  the  225  male  teachers  of  the  academic  and  first  classes, 
(grades  A  and  B)  in  charge  of  schools  for  the  summer  term,  104  have 
been  in  service  for  upwards  of  seven  years ;  45  for  upwards  of  Jive 
years ;  and  34  for  upwarcis  of  three  years.  Altogether,  of  the  252 
male  teachers  of  the  two  higher  grades  (A  and  B),  183  have  been  in 
the  service  for  upwards  of  three  years. 

Of  the  758  female  teachers  of  the  first  and  second  classes  (grades 
B  and  C)  employed  during  the  summer  term»  224  have  been  in  service 
upwards  of  seven  years  ;  125  for  upwards  of  Jive  years ;  and  144  for 
upwards  of  three  years.  Altogether,  of  the  758  female  teachers  of 
these  grades,  493  have  been  in  the  service  for  more  than  three  years. 

In  relation  to  sex,  the  teachers  in  the  public  schools  (an  average 
being  struck  between  the  two  terms  of  the  school  year)  are  classed  as 
follows  :  Male,  625  ;  Female,  136S.  As  compared  with  last  year, 
male  teachers  have  decreased  by  the  number  of  19,  while  those  of  the 
other  sex  have  increased  by  the  number  of  76* 

The  average  salary  throughout  the  Province  for  male  teachers  of  the 
first  class,  was  $423.10,  as  compared  with  $406.70  in  1883.  For 
such  teachers  the  three  highest  averages  were  paid  in  Halifax  city, 
$723;  Yarmouth,  $499.28 ;  Kings,  466.62.  The  salaries  were  above 
the  Provincial  average  in  the  following  additional  Counties :  Halifax 
Countv,  $461;  Pictou,  $456.10;  Colchester,  $451.50;  Hants, 
$440.32  ;  Annapolis,  $429.45;  Digby,  $429.50. 

The  general  average  of  salaries  for  female  teachers  of  the  first  class 
was  $311.28,  as  compared  with  $298.24  in  1883. 

The  three  highest  averages  were  in  Halifax  City,  $431 ;  Hants, 
$335  ;  Yarmouth,  $332.50.  The  Provincial  average  was  exceeded  in 
Cape  Breton,  $325 ;  Halifax  County,  $322;  Cumberland,  Digby  and 
Guysboro',  $320;  Lunenburg,  $315. 

The  Provincial  average  for  male  teachers  of  the  second  class  was 
$287.04,  as  compared  with  $279.06  in  1883.  The  highest  averages 
were  Halifax  City,  $550 ;  Yarmouth,  $342.40 ;  Kings,  $330.  For 
female  teachers  of  the  second  class  the  aveittge  was  $235.51,  as  com- 
pared with  $230.53  in  1883.  The  three  highest  averages  were  Halifax 
City  $354  ;  Yarmouth,  $283.75 ;  Halifax  County,  $264. 

The  Provincial  average  for  male  teachers  of  the  third  class  waa 
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$212.13,  as  compared  with  $206.67  in  1883.      The  three  highest  ave- 
rages were  Halifax  City,  $425  ;  Yarmouth;  $282  ;  Digby,  $258.30. 

The  Provincial  average  for  female  teachers  of  the  third  class  was 
$169.08,  as  compared  with  $164.81  in  1883.  The  three  highest  aver- 
ages were  Halifax  City,  $300;  Yarmouth,  $183.94;  Shelburne, 
$180.30. 

It  laill  be  noticed  that  there  is  an  increase  in  the  average  rate  of 
salaries  paid  teachers  of  aU  classes  throv>ghovii  itie  Province. 


EXPENDITURE.— (See  Tables  XII,  XIII,  XIV.) 

Provincial. 

The  total  Government  expenditure  for  Education  for  the  year  was 
$191,123.58  as  compared  with  $186,087.12  for  1883,  an  increase  of 
$5,036.46.  The  chief  item  of  increase  is  the  aggregate  Common 
School  grant  to  teachers. 

Under  the  established  principles  of  distribution  the  sum  of  the 
grants  paid  directly  to  teachers  may  be  expected  to  vary  from  year 
to  year,  the  elements  on  which  the  variation  depends  being  the 
number  of  teachers  eiYiployed,  the  grades  of  license  held  by  svbck 
teachers,  and  the  relative  time  schools  are  open. 

The  following  are  the  aggregates  of  these  grants  for  the  past 
seven  years : — 

1878 $150,455  97 

1879 151.655  39 

1880 143,493  92 

1881 148,173  50 

1882 149,058  22 

1883.. 149,761  50 

1884 153,694  00 

A  detailed  statement  of  the  distribution  of  the  grants  for  the 
winter  term  of  1883-4  was  published,  as  the  law  directs,  in  the 
Joui^nal  of  Education  for  October  last.  A  similiar  statement  for  the 
summer  term  is  awaiting  publication  in  the  forthcoming  issue  of  that 
periodical  in  April. 

County. 

The  provisions  of  the  law  for  the  levying  and  apportionment  of 
the  County  Fund  are  as  follows  : 

**  The  Clerk  of  the  Peace  in  each  county,  except  as  hereinafter  provided  in 
relation  to  the  City  of  Halifax,  shall  add  to  the  sura  annually  voted  for 
:general  eounty  purposes,  at  the  general  sessions,  a  sum  sufficient,  after 
(deducting  costs  of  collection  and  probable  loss,  to  yield  an  amount  equal  to 
thirty  cents  for  every  inhabitant  ot  the  county,  according  to  the  last  ^nsui 
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preceding  the  issue  of  the  county  rate-roll ;  and  the  sum  so  added  shall  form 
and  be  a  portion  of  the  county  rat-es.  One-half  the  sum  thus  raised  shall  be 
paid  semi-annually  by  the  County  Treasurer  upon  the  order  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Education. 

*"  One-half  of  the  amount  provided  to  be  raised  annually,  as  aforesaid, 
shall,  at  the  close  of  each  half-year,  be  apportioned  to  the  Trustees  of  Schools 
conducted  in  accordance  with  this  Chapter,  to  be  applied  to  the  payment,  of 
teachers'  salaries ;  and  each  school  shall  be  entitled  to  participate  therein^  at 
the  rate  of  twelve  and  a  half  dollars  per  term  for  each  licensed  teacher 
employed,  and  the  balance  of  the  county  fund  shall  be  distributed  among  the 
schools  according  to  the  average  number  of  pupils  in  attendance  and  the 
length  of  time  in  operation,  but  shall  receive  no  allowance  for  being  in  session 
more  than  the  prescribed  number  of  days  in  any  one  half-year. 

The  gross  annual  amount  of  the  County  Fund  for  the  entire 
Province  is  now  $121,341.  Under  the  above  provisions  as  modified 
by  the  Acts  in  relation  to  the  Education  of  the  Blind,  and  of  the 
Deaf  and  Dumb,  the  County  Fund  for  1883-4  was  apportioned  as 
follows : 

Paid  to  trustees  in  proportion  to  the  average  number  of 

pupils  and  length  of  time  schools  were  in  operation  $  74170  29 

Paid  to  Trustees  in  respect  to  teachers  employed. .....  45134  71 

Paid  Halifax  School  for  the  Blind    1050  00 

Paid  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb   ...  990  00 


SI 21 345  00 

Sectional. 

The  total  sectional  assessments  for  the  direct  support  of  schools,  as 
reported,  amount  to  $276,126.82,  an  increase  of  $2,542.32.  The  sum 
levied  throughout  the  Province  for  building  and  repair  of  school 
houses  is  $38,045.55,  a  decrease  of  $4,847.  As,  in  spite  of  strong 
efforts  put  forth  to  secure  full  returns,  many  sections  fail  to  report 
the  required  items  of  sectional  assessment,  the  above  figures  are 
somewhat  below  the  actual  sums  levied  for  the  purposes  specified. 


EXAMINATION  FOR  TEACHERS'  LICENSES. 

Table  IX.  contains  in  detail  the  statistics  of  the  last  annual 
examination  for  teachers'  licenses.     The  following  is  a  summary  : 

Total  No.  of  candidates  examined  in  1884, 1224;  in  1883,  1027 ; 
increase  197.  Number  for  Academic  license  (Grade  A),  1884,  8, 
1883,9;  number  successful,  1884,  4,  1883,  6;  decrease  2.  Number 
for  First  Class  License  (Grade  B),  1884,  128,  1883,  114,  increase  14 ; 
number  successful,  3884,  65,  1883,  60,  increase,  5.  Number  for 
Second  Class  License  (Grade  C),  1884,  584,  1883,  510,  increase  74 ; 
number  successful,  1884,  229,  1883,  192,  increase  37.  Number  for 
Third  Class  License  (Grade  D),  1884,  504,  1883,  393,  increase  111; 
number  successful  1884,  239, 1883, 164 ;  increase  76.     Of  the  whole 
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number  of  applicants  for  license,  539  received  the  grade  applied  for, . 
as  compared  with  422  in  1883,  increase,  117  ;  797  received  licenses 
of  some  grade,  as  compared  with  624  in  1883,  increase  173 ;  while 
427  failed  to  obtain  license  of  any  kind,  as  compared  with  403  in 
1883,  increase  24.  Of  the  candidates  receiving  licenses,  108  received 
the  same  grade  as  held  before,  an  increase  over  the  preceding  year 
of  39,  while  12  sank  to  a  lower  grade  than  that  previously  held  by 
them.  The  number  of  candidates  holding  licenses  but  securing 
advancement  to  higher  grades  was  159,  an  increase  of  5.  The  num- 
ber obtaining  for  the  first  time  licenses  of  some  grade  was  518,  an 
increase  of  124. 

In  another  part  of  this  Report  I  discuss  briefly,  and  I  trust 
impartially,  the  bearing  on  the  ordinary  school  work  of  the  country 
of  that  feature  of  our  educational  system  which  enables  persons  to 
pass  directly,  on  mere  examination,  from  the  rank  of  pupils  to  that 
of  teachers.  In  this  connection,  however,  a  few  remarks  on  other 
aspects  of  the  subject  will  not  be  out  of  place : — 

1.  Though  candidates  in  large  numbers  still  continue  to  apply 
for  grades  altogether  in  advance  of  their  qualifications,  a  comparison 
of  the  returns  of  the  past  few  years  furnishes  gratifying  evidence  of 
improving  scholarship,  (though  not  with  an  absolutely  uniform  Pro- 
vincial distribution)  on  the  part  of  those  applying  for  license. 

2.  The  total  number  of  licensee  issued  is  undoubtedly  in  large  ex- 
cess of  the  normal,  or  indeed  of  any  possible,  demand  for  new  teachers. 
The  number  of  persons  receiving  licenses  for  the  first  time  at  the  last 
annual  examination  is  equal  to  one" fourth  of  the  maximum  teaching- 
staff  employed  by  the  entire  Province,  The  corresponding  propor- 
tion in  the  other  Provinces  of  the  Dominion  does  not  appear  to  exceed 
one-twelfth,  or,  at  most,  one-tenth.  It  is  clear  that  any  of  the  other 
professions  would  be  seriously  embarrassed  by  such  an  immense  annual 
accession  to  its  working  forces.  At  the  same  time,  not  to  overrate  the 
import  of  the  fact  in  question,  we  must  remember  that  owing  to  the 
open  character  of  our  examinations,  many  young  persons  take  advantage 
of  them  simply  as  a  means  of  testing  their  attainments.  Licenses  are 
sought  after  simply  as  certificates  of  general  scholarship  "by  many  who 
do  not  propose  to  teach,  and  who  should  not  be  included  in  any  estimate 
of  our  available  staff  of  teachers.  Still,  after  all  due  deduction  has 
been  made  on  this  score,  the  supply  actually  ready  for  service  suffi- 
ciently exceeds  the  demand  to  produce,  in  many  quarters,  very  inju- 
rious consequences.  Sharp  competition  for  situations  induces  Trustees 
to  make  unnecessary  and,  quite  often,  very  undesirable  changes  in  the 
teachers  in  their  employ,  the  general  tendency  being  to  crowd  out  of 
the  service  those  of  experience  and  tried  capability.  The  fact  that  a 
large  proportion  of  the  newly-licensed  teachers  are  in  search  of  but 
temporary  employment,  fosters  the  evil  in  question.  On  the  whole,  it 
may  be  affirmed  that  any  improvement  in  the  average  salaries  of  teach- 
ers observable  during  recent  years,  is  mainly  due  to  an  increased  appre- 
ciation of  the  value  of  education  and  the  duty  of  liberally  encouraging 
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its  spread.      It  has  come  to  pass  in  the  face  of  an  elementary  economic 
law  powerfully  operating  in  the  reverse  direction. 

3.  It  has  been  suggested  that  we  should  so  raise  the  standards  of 
admission  to  the  profession  as  to  approximately  equalize  demand  and 
supply.  Undoubtedly,  both  the  Syllabus  of  Examination  and  the 
methods  of  applying  it  should  be  made  to  contribute  as  directly  as  pos- 
sible to  the  improvement  of  education  generally,  and  of  the  teaching 
profession  particularly.  But  an  inspection  of  the  details  of  Table  IX, 
and  my  general  knowledge  of  the  subject,  force  me  to  believe  that  any 
rigorous  application  of  the  proposed  remedy  would  only  lead  to  a  fresh 
crop  of  difficulties.  At  present  there  is  a  very  uneven  distribution  of 
available  teachers.  Here,  there  are  too  many ;  there,  there  are  too 
few.  This  results  from  the  general  operation  of  our  system,  which, 
while  theoretically  resting  on  a  broad  Provincial  basis,  practically  en- 
courages communities  to  rely  for  teachers  on  the  product  of  their  local 
schools.  While  I  would  be  sorry  to  do  anything  to  strengthen  this 
tendency,  believing  that  its  operation  often  retards  educational  progress, 
it  nevertheless  seems  necessary,  under  existing  circumstances,  to  take 
account  of  the  facilities  for  instruction  as  they  are  found  in  the  Pro- 
vince as  a  whole.  Besides,  I  believe  that  the  proposed  solution  is  open 
to  objection  on  the  score  of  principle.  All  modifications  of  the  Sylla- 
bus and  its  connected  standards  should  have  some  distinctly  educational 
end  in  view ;  not  a  mere  increase  or  decrease  of  the  number  of  teachers. 


For  general  information  I  subjoin  the  Syllabus  of  Examina- 
tion and  the  general  Standards  of  Award,  agreeably  to  which 
licenses  to  teach  in  the  Public  Schools  are  granted  by  the  Council  of 
Public  Instruction. 

SYLLABUS  OF  EXAMINATION. 

REQUIREMENTS    COMMON    TO    ALL    GRADES. 

^Qtz.— ^Questions  on  these  subjects  will  he  carefully  adapted,  as  respects 
scope,  and  difficulty,  to  the  Grade  of  License  sought, 

1.  The  School  System  and  School  Managemeat.     (Ono  paper). 

(a)  To  be  fiimiliar  with  the  law  relating  to  Public  Schools  in  Nova 
Scotia,  and  the  EegulatioTis  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction,^-particularly 
those  portions  bearing  on  the  relations  and  duties  of  teachers. 

(6)  To  evince  a  knowledge  of  School  Organization  under  the  Provincial 
Law  and  Beg^lations,  the  grading  of  pupils,  the  systematic  arrangement  of 
studies,  the  design  and  proper  methods  of  discipline,  and  the  conditions  of 
physical  comfort  in  school-room  work. 

2.  Teaching.  To  furnish,  in  the  forp  of  answers  to  questions  and 
notes  on  suggested  subjects  of  instruction,  proof  of  competent  knowledge 

of  {\\Q  correct  method*?  of  tenchin;^. 
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3.    Eeabino  and  Spelling. 

(a)  To  read  witb  readiness,  correct  pronunciation,  and  due  regard  to 
elocutionary  emphasis  and  pauses. 

(b)  To  spell  correctly  the  words  made  use  of. 

3,     Wbiting.     To  write  a  fair,  legible  hand. 


OEADE  D. 
I.    Language. 

English  Grammar,  (One  paper).  1.  Lessons  on  Language  in  prescribed 
text-book.  2.  The  2ea(ft7i^  principles  of  etymology  and  syntax.  ;^.  Analysis 
of  simple  sentences. 

Composition.  (One  paper).  1.  Sentence-building,  and  correction  of 
sentences  involving  the  wrong  use  of  words.  2.  Constructing  a  simple 
narrative  from  furnished  notes,  or  writing  a  brief  essay  on  a  prescribed  topic 
of  familiar  character.  8.  To  show  a  knowledge  of  the  proper  use  of  capitals, 
and  the  elementary  principles  of  punctuation. 

II.      HiSTOBT   AND   GeOGBAPHT. 

History.  (One  paper).  1.  Outlines  of  British  History .  2.  The  leading 
events  of  Nova  Seotian  history  as  contained  in  Calkin's  History  of  British 
America. 

Geography,  (One  paper).  1.  Calkin's  Introductory  Geography,  2.  To 
give  the  boundaries  and  population  of  the  Counties  of  Nova  Seotia.  3.  To 
draw  an  outline  map  of  any  of  the  Maritime  Provinces,  or  any  part  of  them, 
as  may  be  required. 

lU.    Mathematics. 

Arithmetic.  To  have  a  knowledge  of  Kirkland  &  Scott's  Elementary 
Arithmetic. 

Algebra.  To  understand  Todhunter's  Algebra  for  Beginners  to  the  end 
of  Fractions. 


GEADE     C. 
1.  Language. 

Grammar  and  Analysis.  (Two  papers.;  Prescribed  text-book,  except 
Notes  and  Appendix. 

Composition  and  Prosody.  (One  paper.)  Dalgleish's  Introductory  Text 
Book.     (Subsequent  editions  wiil  contain  Figures  of  Language  and  Prosody.) 

IL      HiSTOBY    AND    GeOGBAPHY. 

History.  (Two  papers.)  2.  Outlines  of  British  History.  Calkin's  His- 
tory of  British  America. ' 

Geography,  (Two  papers.)  1.  Calkm^B  Geography  of  the  IForW  (includ- 
ing use  of  Terrestrial  Globe.)  Furnishing  from  memory  an  outline  map  of 
any  Province  of  the  Dominion,  or  of  either  Europe  or  North  America. 
(Location  of  c^ie/ mountain  ranges,  rivers  and  cities  may  be  asked  for.^ 

IL    Mathematics. 

Arithmetic.  To  have  such  ft  knowledge  of  Arithmetic  as  may  be  gained 
from  Hamblin  Smith's  Arithmetic,  excepting  sections  14,  22,  29,  82,  88. 
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Algebra,     To  have  a  knowledge  ol  Algebra  as  contained  in  Todhunter'a 
Algebra  for  Beginners  to  the  end  of  Simple  Equations. 

Geometry,    To  be  able  to  solve  any  problem  in  the  First  Book  of  Euclid's 
Elements  and  original  exercises  corresponding  thereto. 

Book-keeping .  To  be  familiar  with  the  principles  of  Book-4ceeping  by 
dngle  entry,  as  given  in  Eaton  &  JbVazee's  Elementary  Treatise. 

French.  Candidates  may  substitute  for  Boc^-keeping  an  exercise  in 
French.  The  French  Prineipia,  Part  I.,  will  give  an  idea  of  the  amount  of 
knowledge  required  to  answer  questions  set. 


GRADE  B. 
1.    Language. 

Grammar  and  Analysis.  (Two  papers.)  Prescribed  text-book,. including 
Ifotes  and  Appendix. 

Composition  and  Prosody.  (One  paper.)  Dalgleish's  Advanced  Text- 
Book  on  English  Composition. 

II.      HiSTOHT   AUTD   GEOGRAPHY. 

History.  (Three  papers.)  1.  Outlines  of  British  History.  2.  Calkins* 
History  of  British  America,     3.  Swinton's  Outlines  of  the  World^s  History, 

Geography,  (Two  papers.)  1.  Calkin's  Ge<tgraphy  of  the  World,  with 
particular  attention  to  Astronomical  and  Physical  Geography.  2.  To  draw 
from  memory  an  outline  map  of  any  of  the  Oontioents,  or  of  the  Dominion 
of  Canada,  or  any  of  the  five  Eastern  Provinces  thereof,  or  of  the  British 
Islands,  or  any  one  thereof,  with  the  chief  rivers  and  mountain  ranges  clearly 
marked. 

III.    Mathematics. 

Arithmetic.  To  have  such  knowledge  of  Arithmetic  as  may  be  gained 
from  Hamblin  Smith's  Arithmetic,  and  to  state  reasons  for  Arithmetical  nile& 
and  processes. 

Algebra,  To  have  a  knowledge  of  Algebra  as  contained  in  Todhunter's 
Algebra  for  Beginners. 

Geometry,  To  be  familiar  with  the  first  four  books  of  Euclid's  Elements, 
and  to  work  original  exercises  of  corresponding  character. 

Practical  Mathematics.  To  have  a  knowledge  of  contents  of  Eaton's 
EUnuntary  Practical  Mathematics. 

Chemistry^  Boscoe's  Sdente  Primer.  2.  Tanner's  First  Principles  of 
Agriculture. 

Physics,     Balfour  Stewart  (Science  Primer). 

French,  Candidates  may  substitute  for  either  Chemistry  or  Physics,  a 
paper  in  French.  The  French  Principia,  Part  I.  and  II.,  will  give  an  idea  of 
the  grammatical  knowledge  required  to  answer  questions  set.  Extracts  for 
translation  from  French  into  English  will  be  from  Moliere's  Le  Bourgeois 
Gentilhomme. 

Book-keeping,  To  understand  the  principles  of  Book-keeping  by  single 
and  double  entry,  as  contained  in  Eaton  and  Frazee's  Elementary  Book" 
keeping. 

Physiology,    To  be  familiar  with  the  Prescribed  Primer  of  Physiology. 
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GEADE  A. 

Candidates  for  licenses  oi  this  Grade  will  work  all  the  papers  of  the  B 
Grade,  with  the  exception  of  Algebra,  Geometry  and  Chenjistry ;  and  in 
working  the  B  papers  will  be  expected  to  show  a  proportionate  advance  in 
the  character  of  the  answers. 

ADDITIONAL. 

I,  Classics. 

To  know  well  the  Grammars,  and  to  be  able  to  translate  passages  selected 
from  th^  following  authors,  answering  at  the  same  time  questions  in  parsing 
which  may  be  set. 

Latin.  CsBsar,  De  Bell,  Gallic,  I.  II.  Horace,  Odes,  Book  I.  Virgil, 
^neid,  Book  I.  and  II.     Cicero,  De  Senectute  and  Pro  Archia  Poeta. 

OreeJc.     Xenophon — Anabasis,  Books  !•  LL    Homer,  Iliad,  Books  I.  III. 
^schylus,  Prometheus  Vinctis. 

2.  To  be  well  versed  in  Latin  and  Greek  Prosody,  and  to  scan  any 
passage  in  Virgil,  Horace,  Homer,  or  in  the  regular  dialogue  of  ^schylus. 

8.     To  be  versed  in  Greek  Prose  Composition. 

4.  To  have  a  good  knowledge  of  Grecian  and  Boman  History  and  of 
ancient  Mediterranean  Geography. 

II.  Mathematics  and  Science. 

Geometry^     Plane  and  Solid  Geometry,  as  in  Hamblin  Smith's  Treatise. 

Algebra.  To  have  a  knowledge  of  Algebra,  including  theory  of  equations 
as  contained  in  Todhunter's  Advanced  Algebra,  or  equivalent  treatises. 

Chemistry.     Wilson's  Inorganic  Chemistry. 

Natural  Philosophy.     Wormell's  Natural  Philosophy. 

Candidates  for  Grade  A  license  will  not  write  the  B.  papers  on  Geometry, 
Algebra  and  Chemistry,  as  the  A  papers  will  cover  the  whole  ground  of  the 
respective  subjects. 


STANDARDS. 

1.  All  licenses  issued  shall  be  under  seal  of  the  (Council,  and  signed  by 
the  Secretary,  and  these  licenses  shall  be  valid  for  the  whole  Province,  during 
fhe  good  behaviour  of  the  holder. 

2.  The  Secretary  of  the  Council  shall  prepare,  and  have  printed,  suitable 
examination  questions  for  each  Grade  at  each  examination,  in  accordance 
with  the  syllabus  of  examination,  and  shall  also  forward  to  each  Deputy  Ex- 
aminer a  sufficient  supply  of  the  printed  questions,  together  with  copies  of 
such  rules  and  instructions  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  due  cotiduct  of  the 
examination. 

8.  The  Examiners  shall  express  their  judgment  respecting  the  merits  of 
the  papers  submitted  to  them  by  means  of  numbers  —  taking  100  as  the 
highest  possible  mark.  The  papers,  when  examined  and  marked^  shall  be 
returned  to  the  Education  Office. 

4.  In  order  to  encourage  the  giving  of  attention  to  correct  spelling,  the 
Examiners  shall  note  and  report  the  number  of  ordinary  English  words 
wroTigly  spelled  by  ei^h  candidate,  and  in  every  case  where  this  number  is 
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under  6.  an  addition  equal  to  one-half  of  the  difference  between  it  and  6 
shall  be  made  to  the  candidate's  average  of  marks.  Also,  no  candidate  who 
misspells  more  than  such  six  words  in  the  course  of  the  examination  shall  be 
deemed  qualified  to  receive  a  license  of  either  Grade  A  or  Grade  B. 

5.  In  determining  the  results  of  the  examination  in  each  Grade,  the  fol- 
lowing principles  shall  be  strictly  adhered  to:  — 

(a)  To  obtain  the  grade  applied  for,  the  average  of  the  candidate's  marks 
must  be  50  or  upwards ;  to  obtain  the  next  lower  grade,  the  average  must  be 
40  or  upwards  ;  and  to  obtain  the  second  below  the  one  applied  for,  the 
average  must  be  at  least  B^K 

4.  In  each  case,  as  regards  grades  B,  C,  D,  there  must  be  no  one  mark 
farther  below  half  of  the  required  average  than  the  actual  average  is  above 
the  requirement ;  with  this  limitation,  that  where  there  are  several  papers 
demanded  under  one  general  subject  (as  in  the  case  of  History,  Kiatheiuatics, 
&c.,)  any  candidate  whose  marks  on  these  papers  give  an  average  equal  to 
the  required  general  average,  shall  be  exempt  from  the  operation  of  this  prin- 
ciple, so  far  as  the  papers  are  concerned ;  and  that  any  candidate  making:  the 
required  average  for  a  given  grade,  shall  not  be  debarred  hereby  from  receiv- 
ing the  next  lower  grade. 

(c.)  In  order  to  obtain  grade  A,  candidates  will  be  required  to  make  a 
general  average  of  50  or  upwards  on  the  whole  examination,  with  no  mark 
in  the  English  branches  farther  below  3; .6  than  such  average  is  above  50. 
In  Latin  the  average  of  marks  must  be  50  or  upwards,  and  in  Greek  the 
average  of  marks  must  be  37.5  or  upwards, —  which  shall  satisfy  the  re- 
quirements so  far  as  the  examination  in  classics  is  concerned,  • 

6.  Candidates  for  license  of  the  Grade  A,  who  have  already  made  an 
average  of  75  or  upwards  on  Grade  B,  are  to  work  papers  only  which  are 
peculiar  to  Grade  A,  including  the  special  papers  set  candi  I  ites  for   that 
grade  in   Algebra,    Gt^oraetry,  Clieraistry    aiil    Nitural    Phi!  n^phy.     The 
presence  of  such  candidates  will  be  required  on  each  day  of  th  ^  examination. 

7.  Any  candidate  making  an  average  of  60  or  upwards  a'  anv  examina- 
tion, failing  to  obtain  the  grade  of  license  applied  for  by  reas  n  of  deficiency 
in  anv  one  branch,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  such  license  aft  r  one  term  of 
successful  teaching,  on  the  certificate  and  recommendation  ol  the  Inspector, 
without  further  examination. 

8.  At  the  examination  in  each  year,  an  exercise  in  spelling?  shall  be  pre- 
pared for  candidates  who  at  any  previous  examination  made  an  average  of  60 
or  upwards  in  the  examination  for  1st  class,  and  were  debarred  from  receiv- 
ing license  of  the  Ist  class  by  reason  of  bad  spelling.  The  exercise  shall 
contain  a  number  of  ordinary  English  words  to  be  written  at  dictation,  and 
any  such  candidate  not  making  more  than  six  errors  will  be  granted  a  license 
of  the  Ist  class  without  further  examination. 

9.  The  Memos,  and  Official  Envelopes  for  Provincial  Examiners  shall 
provide  for  the  valuation  by  each  Examiner  of  the  papers  of  Candidate,  in 
respect  to  penmanship,  general  style  of  mechanical  execution,  proper  use  of 
capitals,  etc.,  under  the  general  head  of  writing.  Each  candidate's  paper  in 
each  general  ^roup  shall  be  ranked  as  good,  fair  or  had.  The  average 
otherwise  obtained  shall  be  increased  5  for  each  set  of  papers  marked  good, 
and  diminished  5  for  each  set  of  papers  marked  had ;  papers  marked  fair 
shall  not  affect  the  general  average. 
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While  not  proposing  any  radical  changes  in  the  Syllabus  and  its 
connected  standards,  and  recognizing  the  propriety  of  harmonizing 
their  provisions  as  far  as  practicable  with  such  Courses  of  Study  bb 
have  been,  or  raay  be,  authorized  for  our  Schools  generally,  I  submit 
for  consideration  certain  modifications  which,  in  my  opinion,  are  both 
justified  and  demanded  by  the  existing  state  of  education  in  the 
Provinca 

1.  In  view  of  the  almost  universal  recognition  of  Industrial 
Drawing  as  a  proper  element  of  general  education,  proof  of  ability 
to  impart  such  a  knowledge  of  its  principles  as  ordinary  children  are 
capable  of  receiving  should  be  required  of  all  persons  applying  for 
license  to  teach.  This  requirement  is  necessary  to  give  full,  practical 
effect  to  the  action  already  taken,  whereby  this  branch  of  education 
has  had  accorded  it  a  recognized  place  in  our  Common  School  curri- 
culum. For  several  years  past  the  pupil  teachers  in  the  Provincial 
Normal  School  have  received  regular  instruction  in  the  theory  and 
practice  of  the  art,  and  the  study  of  this  branch  has  properly  been 
made  compulsory.  By  this  means,  aided  by  praiseworthy  attempts 
at  self-instruction  on  the  pai-t  of  many  teachers,  more  or  less  system- 
atic instruction  in  Industrial  Drawing  is  now  given  in  a  large  number 
of  schools.  In  this  connection  I  may  properly  refer  to  the  excel lant 
example  set  School  Boards  generally  by  the  Commissionei's  of  Schools 
for  the  City  of  Halifax,  who,  by  furnishing  all  their  teachers  with  a 

.  regular  course  of  lessons  under  a  professional  instructor,  have  put 
the  whole  of  their  extensive  series  of  schools  in  a  position  to  carry 
out  the  provisions  of  the  Course  of  Study.  But  this  is  a  matter 
which  need  not,  and  should  not,  be  left  to  local  impulse,  or  the  en- 
thusiasm of  individual  teachers. 

2.  The  following  additional  enlargements,  referring  to  the 
grades  separately,  seem  to  be  called  foi* :  For  Academic  Candidates 
(Grade  A),  an  imperative  knowledge  of  French.  For  Academic  and 
Fii-st  Class  Candidates  (Grades  A  and  B),  English  Literature,  includ- 
ing the  critical  study  of  representative  authors.  For  Second  Class 
Candidates  (Grade  C),  the  elements  of  at  least  one  of  the  Natural 
Sciences;  for  this  puipose  Botany,  as  an  easily  available  base  of 
object  teaching,  might  be  advantageously  selected.  For  Third  Class 
Candidates  (Grade  D),  the  elementary  principles  of  Book- Keeping ; 
the  absence  of  such  a  requirement  has  proved  a  serious  inconvenience 
in  many  of  the  smaller  rural  sections. 

3.  I  see  no  leason  for  limiting  the  principle  embodied  in 
Standard  6  to  a  particular  class  of  holders  of  First  Class  Licenses. 
In  the  large  range  of  Grade  B  subjects  outside  of  those  specially 
excepted,  the  holder  of  a  First  Class  License  applying  for  one  of  the 
Academic  Class  is  now  required  to  submit  to  a  tedious,  and,  it  would 
appear,  an  entirely  unnecessary  re-examination.  If  special  sets  of 
papers  were  prepared  for  such  candidates  in  History,  Geography, 
Arithmetic,  Grammar,  &c.,  or  if  higher  averages  in  these  subjects 
were  required,  the  present  arrangement  might  be  defensible.  I 
suggest  that  after  the  next  ensuing  Annual  Examination,  the  privi- 
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lege  of  applying  for  AcmieTnic  Licenses  be  thrown  open  to  all  First 
Class  teachers  on  the  terin.s  now  restricted  to  those  who  l.ave  made 
■a  certain  specified  avt^raga 

4.  The  same  principle  might.  I  believe,  with  some  benefit,  be 
'  partially  applied  to  the  i-elation  between  the  requirements  for  First 
and  Second  Class  Licences.  Such  subjects  as  British  and  Canadian 
History,  Canadian  Geography,  and  perhaps  others,  might  with  ad- 
vantage be  omitted  £iom  the  First  Gla^s  Syllabus  in  respect  of  all 
'Candidates  who  hold  Second  Classes  Licenses. 


INTERMEDIATE  EDUCATION. 

The  following  abridgeraent  of  tables  XVI  and  XVII,  containing: 
the  statistical  returns  of  the  Special  and  County  Academies,  is  given 
For  the  sake  of  convenient  reference,  but  a  careful  iDSjrection  of  the 
•details  of  the  Tables  is  earnestly  rtcommended. 
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With  the  exception  of  Pictou  Academy  and  the  Truro  Uodel 
.Schools,  each  of  the  above  institutions  is  in  receipt  of  an  annual 
^rant  of  S600  from  the  Provicial  treasury.  The  grant  to  the  former 
of  the  two  excepted  schools  is  31400,  to  the  latter,  S800. 
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I  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  re- traverse  all  the  ground  covered 
in  previous  Reports  on  the  subject  of  Intermediate  Education.  In 
re^iard  to  the  two  main  points  involved  in  the  discussion,  time  and 
i-eflection  have  but  added  to  the  strength  of  my  convictions.  I  believe 
that  an  impartial,  thoroughly  operative,  provision  for  High  School 
training  i«  an  indispensable  adjunct  of  an  educational  system  like 
ours,  and  that  at  present  we  are  relying^or  this  important  end  on 
means  which  are  neither  equitable  nor  efficient.  This  latter  convic- 
tion is  quite  consistent  with  the  belief,  which  I  cheerfully  avow,  that 
some  of  the  County  Academies  are  meritorious  institutions,  making^ 
ample  returns  for  the  Provincial  aid  which  they  receive,  and  only 
waiting  the  opportunity  that  it  is  hoped  new  legislation  may  soon 
aftbrd,  to  establish  fresh  claims  to  public  confikience.  Nor  am  I 
concerned  in  this  connection  to  "  make  out  a  case  "  against  other  so 
called  Academies,  which,  in  my  judgment,^  da  not  rise  safRciently 
above  the  rank  of  Common  Schools  ta  deserve  any  special  recognition,, 
pecuniary  or  otherwise.  In  prospect  of  an  early  and  undoubtedly 
impartial  consideration  of  the  whole  subject  by  the  legislature,  I 
content  myself  with  presenting  the  following  considerations,  partially 
summarized  from  previous  reports,  in  favor  of  a  general  reconstruc- 
tion of  our  system  of  Academic  Education : 

7.  CourUy  organization  does  not  constitute  a  natural  and  defen- 
aible  basis  on  which  to  distribute  aid  to  higher  education.  Some 
of  the  counties  are  thrice  as  populous  as  others>  and  might  with  a 
better  show  of  reason  than  can  be  advanced  in  behalf  of  the  present 
mode  of  distribution,  claim  proportionate  grants.  The  Provincial 
funds  appropriated  to  the  Common  Schools  in  the  ahape  of  teachers' 
grants  are  not  determined  or  influenced  in  any  way  by  County  lines. 
The  amount  received  within  a  county  depends  on  the  edticational 
ivork  done,  as  measured  by  the  number  of  teachers  employed  and 
their  respective  grades  of  licenses.  Why  should  this  common  sense 
principle  not  have  universal  application? 

It  may  also  be  noticed  that  while  a  number  of  the  counties  com- 
prise two  municipal  districts,  the  advantages,  such  as  they  are,  of  the 
County  Academy,  are  in  all  cases  pi'dcticallyy  though  not  of  course 
theoretically,  confined  to  the  Municipality  containing  the  County 
Town.  To  the  Municipalites  of  Chester,  Barrington,  Argyle,  Clare, 
East  Hants  and  St.  Mary's,  the  County  Academies  at  Lunenburg, 
Shelbume,  Yarmouth,  Digby,  Windsor  and  Guysboro  are,  so  far  as  I 
can  learn,  of  no  benefit  whatever. 

2.  Many  centres  of  population,  which  furnish  as  good  conditions 
for  maintaining  efficient  High  Schools  as  most  of  the  County  towns, 
are  excluded  from  participation  in  the  funds  appropriated  for  higher 
education.  Among  these  may  be  mentioned  such  places  as  Dart- 
mouth, New  Glasgow,  Parrsboro\  Bridgewater,  Milton,  Lockeport, 
Bridgetown,  Wolfville,  Hantsport,  North  Sydney,  &c. 

3.  As  a  means  of  stimulating  local  eflbrt,  the  grants  to  County 
Academies  have  not  proved  highly  successful.  Scores  of  sections 
throughout  the  Province  surpass  some  of  the  County  Towns  in  the 
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•character  of  their  school  buildings  and  premises,  and  in  the  interest 
taken  by  Trustees  in  the  progress  of  education.  Here,  however,  I 
am  in  candor  bound  to  admit,  that  within  the  past  year  or  two  several 
of  the  County  Academy '  Boards  have  done  themselves  credit  by 
considerably  increasing  the  salary  paid  the  Academic  Principal.  Still 
it  will  be  seen  that  more  than  eighty  per  cent,  of  the  total  amount  of 
salaries  paid  to  the  principals  of  County  Academies  was  met  by  the 
government  grat'ts.  One  institution,  indeed,  seems  to  have  been 
fortunate  enough  to  obtain  its  principal  at  such  a  rate  as  to  save  a 
handsome  portion  of  the  grant  for  ordinary  school  purposes.  That 
^in  many  instances  the  grant  operates  for  the  reduction  of  local  assess- 
ment, rather  than  the  invigoratiou  of  higher  education,  is  plain  be- 
yond all  question. 

4.  The  following  figures  serve  to  show  that  a  comparatively 
«mall  part  of  the  advanced  school  work  of  the  Province  is  done  in  the 
'County  Academies.  I  take  five  studies  which  may  not  unfairly  be 
regarded  as  representative  of  High  School  operations,  viz:  Latin, 
Grreeky  Algebra,  Geometry  and  Chemistry,  and  submit  the  following 
^comparative  statement.  (The  totals  for  the  Province  do  not  include 
the  returns  from  the  Special  Academies.) 

Latin.  Oreek.         Algebra.       G-eometry.  Chem . 

Total  number  in  Province, 

Winter  Term.  10G7         116         5458         4222         1468 

dumber  in  Co.  Academies 

during  Year.  338  98  991  771  486 

No.  in  Special  Academies 

during  Year,  279  83  349  349  169 

Distributed  as  follows, 
Pictou  Academy. 
Halifax  High  School 

4.  '  A  very  considerable  portion  of  the  County  Academy  grants 
is  really  spent  in  cariying  on  Common  School  work,  for  the  proper 
remuneration  of  which  the  Province  makes  other  provision.  The 
first  impression  produced  by  the  figures  given  in  the  column  for  total 
attendance  is  apt  to  be  an  erroneous  one,  which  a  careful  study  of  the 
details  of  Table  XVI.  would  do  something  to  correct.  In  most  of 
the  smaller,  and  in  some  of  the  larger  institutions,  the  attendance  in 
the  Principal's  room — the  nominal  High  School — is  chiefly  made  up 
of  pupils  pursuing  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades  (and  perhaps  lower 
grades)  of  the  Common  Sch«»ol  Course.  Now,  if  in  addition  to  the 
instruction  of  these,  we  assign  the  teacher  the  duty  of  training 
an  outside  class  of  candidates  for  license,  but  small  opportunity 
is  left  for  legitimate  High  School  work,  and  we  need  not  wonder 
ihat  ambitious  young  men,  aspiring  to  a  liberal  education,  so  generally 
break  through  County  lines  and  repair  to  institutions  where,  in  a 
regularly  organized  staff  of  Academic  instructors,  they  find  provided 
the  proper  conditions  of  successful  study. 

In  submitting  again  for  the  consideration  of  the  Legislature  th« 
outlines  of  a  plan  for  re-modelling  our  system  of  Academic  grants,  I 
winh  to  state  that  I  am  by  no  means  wedded  to  its  details,  though  I 
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strongly  believe  that  its  general  provisions  would  fairly  and  satisfac- 
torily solve  a  problem,  which  certainly  must  command  attention  at 
no  distant  day.     What  I  propose  is,  in  brief,  as  follows  : 

I.  Let  a  special  legislative  grant  be  provided  for  all  teachers  of 
the  Academic  class  (Grade  A)  employed  in  sections  (other  than  those 
maintaining  a  Provincial  Academy)  which  have  a  system  of  regu- 
larly graded  public  schools  of  at  least  three  departments,  subject  to- 
the  following  conditions : 

(1 )  That  this  g[rant  be  paid  only  to  teacher*  employed  for  at  least  one 
year  c«)ntiuuau8]y  in  the  section. 

(2)  That  the  teacher  clainwiij^  thia  grant  be  iu  diarge  of  the  adranced 
department  of  the  school. 

(S)     That  on  an  annual  inspection  and  e^iamination*  of  the- department  by 
the  inspector  in  whose  district  it  is  situated,  a  required  percentage  of  the- 
registered  pupils  show  a  satistory  knowledore-of  the  subjects  embraced  in  the 
first  year  of  a  prescribed  course  of  High  School  studies. 

(4)  That  proper  conditions  for  prosecuting  advanced  studies  are  pro- 
vided  by  trustees. 

II.  Let  provision  be  made  for  a  class  of  institutions  to  be  known 
as  Provincial  Academies,  the  privilege  of  eatablishing  which  shall' 
be  open  indiscriminately  to  the  school  sections  of  the  Province,  due 
security  being  taken  that  such  establiafimerit  shall  always  involve  a 
large  amount  of  local  effort,  and  be  justified  by  existing  educational 
circumstances.  I  would  suggest  the  following  conditions  as  necessary 
to  guarantee  High  Schools  of  a  bona  fide  character : — 

(1)  The  employment  of  at  least  tiuo  qualified  professors  or  teachers  ex- 
clusively engaged  in  Academic  instruction. 

(2)  The  certified  attendance  of  a  minimum  number  of  pupih<  duly  quali- 
fied according  to  a  prescribed  course  of  study.  It  should  be  the  duty  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Education  to  hold  an  annual  inspection  and  examination 
of  tiiese  Academies,  and  the  passitig  of  a  required  percentage  of  the  pupiU 
should  he  essential  to  participation  in  Ptovincifd  funds, 

(3)  Such  an  outfit  of  clasfi  room  accommodation  and  scientific  apparatus, 
a**,  in  connection  with  a  superior  teaching  staff,  will  adequately  prepare 
pupils  not  only  for  college  and  entrance  upon  theprofe»*si»»ns,  but  as  educated 
persons,  for  intelligent  devotion  to  the  varied  interests  which  make  up  the 
common  life  of  the  people  of  Nova  Scotia. 

The  general  outlines  of  this  plan  having  been  established  by 
legislation,  the  working  out  of  subordinate  details  should  be  left  to 
the  Council  of  Public  Instruction.  That  only  communities  able  and' 
^v tiling  to  carry  it  into  successful  execution,  should  engo/ge  in  tlie 
attempt  to  found  such  institutions,  is  a  point  which  should  be  guarded 
with  the  greatest  care. 

I  would  respectfully  add  the  suggestion  that  the  scheme  proposed 
neer]  not,  and  probably  should  not,  be  brought  into  immediate  effect 
as  a  whole.  While  opportunity  should  at  once  be  given  to  any  section 
wishing  to  establish  a  Provincial  Academy,  other  Uounty  towns  might 
retain  their  present  grants  for  a  specified  period,  not  to  exceed  two> 
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years.  During  this  time,  the  exigencies  of  the  public  treasury  would 
probably  require  the  provision  respecting  grants  to  Grade  A  teachers 
in  graded  schools  to  remain  in  abeyance.  Indeed,  if  put  into 
immediate  effect,  that  provision  would  not  amount  to  very  much 
practically,  on  account  of  thfi  comparatively  small  number  of 
teachers  of  the  class  in  question.  Hitherto,  the  only  positive 
inducement  to  apply  for  a  license  of  the  Academic  class  has  been 
the  prospect  of  obtaining  a  County  Academy  principalship.  The 
suggested  measure  Vould  give  the  grade  additional  value,  and 
doubtedly  stimulate  many  to  apply  for  it. 


STUDIES  OF  PUPILS.— (See  Table  VI.) 

The   following  is  a   comparative   statement   of  the  number  of 
pupils  under  the  principal  flubjects  of  instruction : — 

Reading.  Spelling.  Oen.  Qeo^rapby.  WHting 

Winter  Term,  1884.. 78,102  76,431  29,649  68,424 

1883..  76,594  72,474  29,875  66,280 

Summer  Term,  1884 . .  81,300  79,095  26.894  67.760 

1883..  79,185  76,292  25,894  64,256 

Arithmetic.  Grammar.  Can.  Historj.  B  History* 

Winter  Term,  1884.. 71, 020  34.532  12,583  15,065 

1883.. 69,032  34.980  11,855  14,091 

Summer  Term,  1884.  .71,832  34,034  12,131  12,934 

1883.. 68,802  31,870  11,186  13,51S 

Elements  of 
Drawing.    Nat.  Science.        Algebra.    Oeometry.        Latin.  Qreek. 

Winter  Term,  1884.. 27,393      3,477       5,448     4,222       1,067       116 

1883..  20,601      3,317       4,824     4,103         931         93 

Summer  Term,  1884..  30,914      2.645      5,190     3,797  718       121 

1883..  27,770      2.448      4,892     3,699         799        87 

As  compared  with  the  whole  number  oF  pupils  attendintj  school, 
the  following  are  the  percentages  registered  a.s  studying  each  of  the 
Above  subjects :—  "  Per  cent. 

*  Winter  Term.    Summer  Term. 

Reading 97  96 

Spelling 95  93 

General  Geography 37  32 

Writing 85  80 

Arithmetic 88  85 

Grammar 43  40 

Canadian  History 15  14 

British  History 18  15 

Drawing 34  36 

Elements  of  Natural  Science 4  3 

Algebra 6  6 

Geometry 5  4 

Latin 1.3  .8 

Greek 1  .1 
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INQUIRY   AS  TO  RESULTS. 

The  above  figures  naturally  suggest  an  inquiry  into  the  charade 
of  the  work  done  in  our  Public  Schools.  What  are  these  pupils 
actually  learning  ?  Are  their  studies  conducted  on  rational  and 
scientific  principles  ?  Within  the  limits  of  reasonable  expectation, 
does  the  training  received  fit  our  youth  for  the  responsible  duties  of 
citizenship  and  life,  and  thus  justify  our  large  expenditures  in  behalf 
of  education  ? 

PRIMARY  INSTRUCTION. 

It  is  seen  that  the  studies  of  the  great  majority  of  the  pupils  do 
not  extend  beyond  the  fundamental  branches  of  knowledge.  Now, 
on  what  methods,  with  what  spirit,  with  how  just  a  conception  of  the 
true  ends,  general  and  practical,  of  education,  are  these  branches 
taught  ?  No  inquiry  can  be  more  important.  Many  of  our  boys  go 
out  into  the  battle  of  life  with  no  intellectual  outfit  beyond  that 
which  may  be  secured  under  the  six  lower  grades  of  our  common 
school  course.  Nor  is  the  matter  of  less  importance  to  those  who 
proceed  to  more  advanced  studies,  for  in  the  processes  of  mental 
development,  as  in  the  construction  of  material  edifices,  a  "wise 
master-builder  "  looks  well  to  the  nature  of  the  foundation  he  lap. 
It  is,  indeed,  hard  to  determine  on  which  class  crude,  mechanical 
methods  of  primary  teaching  operate  the  more  injuriously.  When- 
ever in  the  initial  stages  of  a  pupil's  career,  his  training  consists  of 
mere  superficial  routine,  without  any  intelligent  drawing  forth  of 
principles  ;  when  his  experience  suggests  no  other  inference  than  that 
a  knack  of  verbal  repetition  is  the  supreme  intellectual  accomplish- 
ment; when  no  attempts  are  made  to  quicken  and  develop  his 
powers  of  observation,  to  expand  his  understanding,  and  to  encourage 
those  habits  of  independent  inquiry  and  research,  which  form  the 
basis  of  all  genuine  scholarship  and  of  all  successful  activity  in 
industrial  and  professional  pursuits,  there  is  a  disastrous  failure  to 
make  the  most  of  educational  opportunity.  Undoubtedly  in  many 
of  our  schools  the  elements  of  education  are  efficiently  taught 
Power  is  developed  as  well  as  knowledge  imparted.  Still  we  are  con- 
fronted by  the  fact  that  a  very  considerable  part  of  the  important 
duty  of  primary  instruction  is  in  the  hands  of  inexperienced  and 
untrained  teachers.^  This  is  by  no  means  an  assuring  circumstance. 
Of  course  the  "  heaven  -  born  "  teacher,  who  knows  how  to  teach 
intuitively,  who  has  native  endowments  and  aptitudes  exalting 
him  above  all  necessity  of  professional  training,  is  always  a  theo- 
retical possibility;  sometimes,  but  alas!  too  seldom,  he  makes  his 
actual  appearance  amongst  us.  Furthermore,  it  may  be  admitted 
that  many  who  start  with  a  very  limited  acquaintance  with  the 
laws  of  educational  science  and  the  methods  of  teaching  based 
upon  them,  succeed  in  the  end  in  earning  for  themselves  excellent 
reputations,  the  result  of  painstaking  personal  efforts  to  acquire 
what  was  lacking  at  the  outset  of  their  professional  career. 
But  without  discussing  here  the  wisdom  of  basing  our  educational 
practice  on   possibilities  and   exceptions,  I   simply  deal  with  and 
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deplore  the  necessity,  if  it  be  a  necessity,  which  places  the  education 
of  no  inconsiderable  part  of  our  school-going  population  in  the  hands 
of  a  constant  succession  of  raw  recruits. 

This  means  that  a  large  portion  of  our  elementary  teaching  is 
unsystematically  and  inefficiently  performed.     It  means  that  of  the 
youth  who  leave  our  schools,  not  a  few  go  forth  into  the  actual 
struggles  of  life,  possessed  indeed  of  a  certain  stock  of  rudimentary 
knowledge  confusedly  stored  up  in  their  memories,  but  without  that 
quickening  of  faculty,  those   habits    of   accurate   observation   and 
thought,  which  it  is  the  province  of  all  true  education  to  bestow. 
If  the  instruction  given  by  the  teachers  to  whom  I  refer  varies  at  all 
from  mere  rote-work,  it  must  in  the  nature  of  things  consist  largely 
of  vague  experiments,  involving  considerable  risk  to  those  on  whom 
they  are  made ;  in  other  words,  the  teacher,  if  he  learns  his  profession 
at  all,  will  be  doing  so  at  the  expense  of  his  pupils  to  a  greater  or 
less  extent.      Another  discouragement  to   elementary  education   is 
found  in  the  failure  of  many  to  appreciate  the  complex  nature  of 
the  problem  with  which  our  Public  Schools  are  called  on  to  grapple. 
It   is  sometimes  suggested  that  even  from  a  teacher  who  has  been 
chosen,  not  because  he  knows  anything  of  teaching,  but  on  the  score 
of  his  scholaiship,  good  results  may  be  expected,  because  he  will 
lemember  and  apply  the  methods  practised  by   his  own  teachers. 
This  suggestion  is  worse  than  valueless  when  those  methods  them- 
selves have  been  bad,  and  can  at  most  apply  only  to  the  subjects 
(studied  during  the   later  period  of   the    teacher's    own    scholastic 
career.     But  what  teacher  has  any  such  recollection  of  the  difficulties 
he  himself  encountered  in  learning  the  first  elements  of  knowledge, 
and  of  the  methods  by  which  he  was  enabled  to  solve  those  difficul- 
ties,   as  will  be  of  any  avail  to  him  in  teaching  his  own  classes  ? 
Hence  the  failure  of  so   many  excellent  scholars,  who  undertake 
primary  work  without  any  previous  study  of  its  governing  principles. 
Whatever  advantage  a  dim  reminiscence  of  their  own  experience  as 
students  may  be  to  them  in  teaching  the  higher  branches,  is  wholly 
absent  in  the  case  in  question.     They  are  tempted  to  apply  partially 
remembered  methods  to  matters  to  which  they  are  wholly  inappli- 
cable.    The  original  of  the  following  picture,  drawn  by  one  of  the 
most  distinguished  masters  of  the  science  and  art  of  education,  is  often 
met  with  :     *•  He  sits  down  to   his   work,    conscious   of    his  high 
qualifications  in  scholarship,  but  not  conscious  that  he  is  merely  a  raw 
recruit  in  teaching.     Having  long  forgotten  the   time   when   small 
difficulties  in  learning  proved  great  impediments  to  his  course,  he  has 
little  sympathy  with  the  boys  before  him  who  are  in  the  condition 
in  which  he  was  then.     He  is,  first,  surprised  at,  then  resents,  what 
appears  wanton  or  wilful  indifference  or  crass  stupidity,  misunder- 
stands his  pupils,  and  forces  them,  by  the  measures  he  adopts,  to 
misunderstand   him,    and    so  goes  on  blundering  and  floundering 
through   difficulties   really   inherent   in   his   work,   which    nothing 
whatever  in  his  scholastic  career  has  prepared  him  to  deal  with.'* 


*» 


While  I  deem  it  proper  thus  to   refer  to   certain   obstacles   to 
progress  in  the  matter  of  elementary  instruction,  I   would   by   no 
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means  end  my  allusion  to  the  general  subject  without  mentioning 
some  considerations  of  an  opposite  character.  The  fact  that  that 
subject  is  receiving  gieatly  increased  attention  in  all  educational 
circles  is  in  itself  highly  encouraging.  A  measure  of  enlightened 
public  opinion  has  been  developed  respecting  it.  We  hear  less 
frequently  that  "  any  sort  of  a  teacher  is  good  enough  for  the  primary 
classes."  In  the  schools  themselves,  empiricism  is  giving  place  to 
natural  methods  based  on  the  ascertained  laws  of  human  intelligence. 
Every  year  the  influence,  both  direct  and  indirect,  of  trained  teachers 
tells  more  effectively  on  the  furtherance  of  this  desirable  revolution, 
and  is  powerfully  seconded  by  the  efforts  of  Inspectors,  the  agency 
of  Teachers'  Associations,  and  the  circulation  of  educational  literature. 

The  Course  of  Study  for  Common  Schools  has  in  view  the 
improvement  of  primary  teaching  as  one  of  its  objects.  This 
object  it  seeks  to  accomplish,  (1.)  by  assigning  to  each  of  the 
fundamental  branches  its  proper  place  and  securing  for  it  its 
just  measure  of  attention  and  (2.)  by  interspersing  among  the  re- 
gular studies  simple  object  lessons  adapted  to  the  capacity  of  each 
grade  of  pupils.  By  the  former  provision,  it  has  already  done 
much  to  check  the  vicious  ^pecicdism  in  which  some  teachers  are 
prone  to  indulge,  by  the  latter  to  introduce  an  agreeable  variety 
into  school  life,  and  at  the  same  time  foster  habits  of  accurate 
observation  and  analysis,  which  must  be  of  incalculable  benefit  in 
after  liie. 

Incidentally,  I  may  refer  to  a  strange  misconception  somewhat 
prevalent  regarding  the  Course.  It  is  represented  by  some,  who 
certainly  can  never  have  studied  its  provisions,  as  an  instrument  of 
"  over  pressure,"  as  crowded  full  of  subjects,  which,  within  the 
allotted  periods,  can  only  be  mastered  at  the  risk  of  the  pupil's  health. 
The  charge  rests  on  no  basis  of  truth  whatever.  As  far  as  the  pupils 
are  concerned  the  object-lessons  of  the  course  relieve  pressure  rather 
than  C7*eate  it,  while  of  the  regular  subjects  there  is  not  one  which  is 
not  rightfully  in  the  place  assigned  it  and  for  which  a  reasonable 
amount  of  time  is  not  provided.  Besides,  the  course  is  not  a  Procustean 
device,  working  with  inexomble  precision,  regardless  of  special  cir- 
cumstances and  local  limitations ;  its  primary  aim  is  to  exercise  a 
regulative  influence  over  the  studies  pursued  in  our  schools  generally. 

ADVANCED  STUDIES. 

Probably  the  branches  in  respect  of  the  teaching  which  our 
Provincial  schools  might  most  fairly  challenge  comparison  with  the 
schools  of  other  countries,  are  Geography,  Grammar,  Arithmetic, 
History,  Algebra  and  Geometry,  as  included  in  the  higher  grades 
of  the  Common  School  course,  and  the  first  year  of  the  proposed 
High  School  course.  Undoubtedly  some  teachers  are  too  much  in 
love  with  memoriter  methods  of  teaching  ever  to  abandon  them,  but 
in  our  advanced  schools  the  number  of  such  is  certainly  diminishing. 
The  parrot-like  repetition  of  words,  the  solving  of  problems  by  mere 
rule-of- thumb,  are  giving  place  to  the  intelligent  discussion  of 
principles  and  the  reasons  on  which  processes  are  based.     Somewhat 
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more  attention  is  paid  than  formerly  to  the  cultivation  of  habits  of 
correct  expression.  In  this  respect  there  is  yet,  however,  a  serious 
lack  in  many  of  the  schools.  The  formal  teaching  of  science  is  con- 
fined within  rather  narrow  limits.  Where  attempted,  it  is  often 
hampered  by  the  lack  of  proper  scientific  training  on  the  part  of  the 
teacher.  Nor  under  our  present  system  of  examining  and  licensing 
teachers  is  it  easy  to  suggest  a  remedy  for  this  state  of  things.  Our 
examinations  are  based  on  pure  book-work,  and  the  teacher,  who 
without  ever  having  seen  a  single  experiment  performed,  much  less 
having  performed  one  himself,  passes  the  required  tests  in  Chemistry 
or  Physics,  cannot  very  logically  be  condemned  for  teaching  his 
pupils  according  to  the  same  method.  Not  to  withhold  credit, 
however,  from  those  to  whom  it  is  fairly  due,  I  allude  with  much 
satisfaction  to  the  interest  taken  by  a  goodly  number  of  teachers  in  the 
diffusion  of  science.  Special  means  are  often  resorted  to  to  supple- 
ment the  niggardly  appropriations  of  trustees  in  behalf  of  necessary 
apparatus.  Kespectable  collections  of  botanical,  zoological  and 
mineralogical  specimens  are  becoming  somewhat  common.  The 
lessons  on  Nature  required  for  the  lower  grades  are  necessarily 
creating  an  increased  interest  in  the  study  of  science  generally. 

The  work  of  classical  instruction  in  the  Academies  and  High 
Schools  has  hitherto  been  seriously  inconvenienced  by  the  different 
matriculation  standards  in  force  in  the  various  Colleges.  This  di£B- 
culty  is  about  to  be  removed,  inasmuch  as  the  Colleges  of  the  Province 
have  agreed  upon  a  uniform  Scheme  of  matriculation  studies  which 
will  be  duly  announced  in  the  April  number  of  the  Journal  of 
Education,  under  the  sanction  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction. 
I  have  received  assurances  that  in  all  probability  the  same  standards 
will  be  recognized  by  the  Bar  Society  and  the  Halifax  Medical  Col- 
lege in  respect  of  the  examinations  under  their  respective  control. 

INFLUENCE  OF  TEACHERS*  EXAMINATION  ON  STUDIES. 

Is  the  prepai^ation  of  candidates  for  the  annual  examination  for 
teachers'  licenses,  as  a  regular  part  of  the  school  work,  generally  con- 
ducive to  healthy  progress  in  the  schools?  This  question  scarcely 
admits  of  an  answer  in  a  single  word.  Undoubtedly  in  many  cases 
a  salutary  stimulus  is  thus  supplied  to  teachers,  while  the  pupils 
themselves  are  provoked  to  an  honorable  ambition.  The  dangers  to 
be  dreaded  are: — 

1.  Fostering  a  misconception  of  the  true  function  of  a  public 
school  as  an  instrument  of  general,  not  special,  education; 

2.  More  particularly,  concentrating  attention  and  effort  on  a  few 
individuals,  to  the  serious  prejudice  of  the  great  body  of  pupils; 

3.  Encouiaging  mechanical  methods  of  teaching,  the  object 
aimed  at  being,  not  the  broad  symmetrical  development  of  the  pupils* 
powers,  but  ability,  however  acquired,  to  make  a  certain  number  of 
marks  in  the  prescribed  subjects. 
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TECHNICAL  EDUCATION. 

It  will  not  be  deemed  beyond  the  province  of  this  report  to  allude 
briefly  to  the  relation  of  our  ordinary  school  work,  as  now  planned 
and  conducted,  towards  the  important  subject  of  technical  education. 
In  certain  great  centres  of  educational  and  industrial  activity,  such 
as  Paris  in  the  Old  World  and  Boston  in  the  New,  the  experiment  is 
being  tried  of  providing,  in  connection  with  the  public  schools,  facilities 
for  training  in  various  manual  arts.  By  some  educationists  this  is 
regarded  as  a  justifiable  extension  of  the  principle  which  has  secured 
for  such  branches  as  Industrial  Drawing,  Agricultural  Chemistry, 
Book-Keeping,  the  practical  application  of  Mathematics,  and,  in  some 
cases.  Sewing,  a  place  in  the  common  school  curricula  of  almost  all 
countries.  By  others,  and  probably  a  larger  number,  the  movement 
is  regarded  with  distrust,  and  is  considered  to  involve  a  misconception 
of  the  primary  aim  and  function  of  the  public  school,  as  in  short  in- 
consistent with  that  character  of  general  utility,  which  gives  such  a 
school  its  logical  claim  on  the  support  of  the  entire  community.  But 
whatever  be  the  outeome  of  this  experiment,  it  cannot  for  one 
moment  be  imagined  that  a  system  of  general  instiniction  can  be  so 
utilized  for  special  industrial  purposes  as  to  supersede  the  necessity 
of  distinct  institutions  of  a  higher  character  devoted  to  the  various 
arts  and  industries.  On  the  other  hand  it  is  equally  clear,  as  shewn  by 
the  history  of  the  past  half  century,  that  without  any  detriment  to  the 
Kterary  and  disciplinary  ends  of  education,  the  work  of  the  common 
school  can  be  so  directed  as  to  press  effectively  on  the  springs  of  pro- 
duction and  bring  about  sweeping  industrial  revolutions.  The  lessons 
which  the  experience  of  other  nations  seems  to  teach  Nova  Scotia — a 
country  singularly  rich  in  varied  natural  resources,  largely  undeveloped 
— is  two  fold: — (1)  That  her  school  system  and  methods  should  be  in 
sympathy  with  the  spirit  of  the  age,  and  that,  so  far  as  this  can  be 
done  without  endangering  higher  interests,  encouragement  should 
be  given  to  studies  which  train  the  eye  and  hand,  and  thus  create 
favorable  dispositions  towards  industrial  pursuits  generally;  (2) 
That  the  common  schools  should  lead  up  to,  and  prepare  for,  the  work 
of  such  distinct  technical  institutions  as  the  industries  of  the  Pro- 
vince may  require,  and  the  means  at  disposal  can  provide. 


TEXT  BOOKS. 

The  attention  given  by  the  Legislature  at  its  last  session  to  the 
important  subject  of  text-books,  renders  it  proper,  in  my  estimation, 
that  I  should  furnish  the  subjoined  list  of  the  books  now  prescribed 
for  use  in  the  public  schools,  with  the  names  of  the  publishers,  and 
the  retail  price  of  each  : 

ENOLISH. 

Reading  and  Spelling.  (1.)  The  Boyal  Series.  (Thomas  Nelson  A 
Sons,  Edinburgh  and  London).  Primer,  Part  1,  3c.;  Part  2,  do.;  Royal 
Primer,  4.  Reader  1,  lOc;  do.  2,  17e.;  do.  3,  30c^  do,  4,  45c^  do.  6.  60.; 
do.  6,  75. 
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(2.)  The  Maritime  Series.  (Wm.  Collins,  Sons  &  Co.,  Glasgow  and 
London).  Primer  I.,  3c.;  do.  II.,  6c.  Eeader  1,  15c.;  do.  2,  23c.;  do.  8, 
30c.;  do.  4,  38c.;  do.  5,  45c.;    do.  6,  60. 

(3.)  The  Spelling  Book  Superseded — English  Edition,  (Sullivan  Bros.,) 
25  cents. 

Note, — In  sections  where  French  is  the  vernacular  language,  and  the  Trus- 
tees desire  that  English  should  also  be  taught,  the  Prench-Euglish  Beaders 
of  the  Boyal  Series  will  be  found  very  serviceable. 

Orammar  and  Composition,  (1.)  English  Grammar  for  Schools  (A. 
&  W.  Mackinlay.)  80c. 

(2.)  Dalgleish's  Introductory  Text-Book  of  English  Composition.  (A.  & 
W.  Mackinlay)  30c. 

(3.)  Dalgleish's  Advanced  Text-Book  of  English  Composition  (Oliver  & 
Boyd,  Edinburgh),  60c. 

Geography,  (1.)  Calkin's  Introductory  Text-Book  (A,  &  W.  Ma(?kinlay) 
55  cents. 

(2.)     Calkin's  Geography  of  the  World  (A.  &  W.  Mackinlay),  $1.25. 

History,  (1.)  Calkin's  History  of  British  America  (A.  &  W.  Mackinlay) 
40  cents. 

(2.)  Outlines  of  British  History  (Thos.  Nelson  &  Son,  Edinburgh  and 
London),  45c. 

(3.)  Swintoii's  Outlines  of  the  World's  History,  Canadian  Edition  (A. 
&  W.  Mackinlay),  $1.00. 

MATHEMATICS. 

Arithmetic.  (1.)  Kirkland  &  Scott's  Elementary  Arithmetic  (Gage  & 
Co.,  Toronto),  25c. 

(2.)    Hamblin  Smith's  Arithmetic  (Gage  &  Co.,  Toronto),  25c. 

Algebra,  Todhunter's  Algebra  for  Beginners.  (Copp,  Clark  &  Co.,  Tor- 
onto), 60c. 

Geometry,     Euclid,  Hamblin  Smith's  Edition  (Gage  &  Co.,  Toronto),  50c. 

Practical  Mathematics,  Eaton's  Elementary  Practical  Mathematics  (D. 
H.  Smith  &  Co.,  Truro),  Sl.OO. 

Boole-keeping,    Eaton  &  Frazee's  treatise  (A.  &  W.  Mackinlay"^,  45c. 

SCIENCE. 

1,  The  Science  Primers  (Macmillan  &  Co.,  .London): 
(1.)  Physical  Geography. — Geikie,  35c 

(2.)  Physics.— Balfour  Stewart,  80c. 
(3.)  Chemistry. — Koscoe,  80c. 
(4.)  Geology. — Geikie,  35c. 
(5.)  Physiology. — Foster,  30c. 
(6.)  Astronomy. — Lockyer,  30c. 
(7.)  Botany. — Hooker,  35. 

2.  Tanner's  First  Principles  of  Agriculture  (A.  &  W.  Mackinlay),  35c* 
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WBITIWG   AND  DRAWING. 


1.     Payson,  Dunton  and  Scribner's  Copy  Books,  Beattio's  Cop  y  Books 
I'he  Royal  Series  of  Copy  Books;  Walter  Smith's  Drawing  Series. 

4 

[The  Council  does  not  think  it  necessary  to  prescribe  a  single  series  of 
Copy  Books,  but  only  to  require  that  one  series  shall  be  used  in  each  school  ] 

The  suggestions  of  the  reports  of  the  Corainittee  on  Education 
have,  as  far  as  praxiticablej  been  carried  out.     The  attention  of  pub- 
lishers has  been  directed  to  mechanical  defects  in  certain  of  the  text^, 
and  assurances  have  been  received  that  hereafter  there  will  be  no 
grounds  of  complaint  on  that  score.     In  regard  to  several  books  it  is 
hoped  that  the  early  necessity  of  new  editions  can  be  taken  advantage 
of  to  obtain  such  simplifications  as  will  lead  to  an  appreciable  reduc- 
tion of  price.     All  possible  efforts  have  been  put  forth  to  secure  on 
the  part  of  teachers  that  attention  to  the  provision  of  the  Course  of 
Study  in  regard  to  oral  lessons  and  the  orderly  sequence  of  studies, 
which  will  save  parents  the  expense  of  purchasing  unnecessary  text- 
books.     Fully  realising  the  loss  and  inconvenience  incurred  in  the 
past  by  the  authorization  of  several  sets  of  school  Readers,  I  have  not 
as  yet  felt  myself  justified  in  recommending  the  striking  off  one  of 
the  sets  from  the  list.     The  period  of  active  competition,  and  therefore 
of  maximum  confusion  and  loss,  has  passed  away.     The  vast  majority 
of  the  schools  have  awarded  the  preterence  to  the  Royal  Series,  but 
there  are  two  or  three  Counties,  or  parts  of  Counties,  where  the 
Maritime  Series  is  in  general  use.      No  great  disturbance  in   the 
schools  generally  results  from  the  latter  fact,  and  it  is  perhaps  the 
wisest  policy  to  let  the  problem  carry  itself  forward  a  little   neai^er 
solution  by  its  own  force^  before  bringing  any   outside  influence  to 
bear  upon  it.     I  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  re-state  at  any  length  the 
views  on  the  general  text-book  question  which  I  had  the  honor  of 
presenting  to  the  Educational  Committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
during  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature*     It  is  well  known  that  for 
a  number  of  years  the  Provincial  treasury  bore  directly  a  large  part 
of  the  cost  of  supplying  the  schools  with  authorized  texts,  the  balance 
being  a  direct  charge  on  the  funds  of  the  Section*     When  a  change 
was  madcj  and  the  duty  of  providing  books  was  placed    directly  on 
the  parent  or  guardian,  the  policy  of  prescribing  a  number  of  differ- 
ent texts  on  the  same  subject  gradually  came  into  operation.     It  is 
not  necessary  to  affirm  that  this  principle  had  no  advantages ;  it  is 
sufficient  to  say  that  whatever  advantages  it  may  have  had,  Were  more 
than   counterbalanced  by   its    manifest  disadvantages.       With   the 
exception  of  the  case  of  the  Readers,  already  alluded  to,  we  have  now 
a  uniform  series  of  text-books  in  use  all  over  the  Province.     As  to 
the  character  of  these  works,  while  no  ideal  perfection  is  claimed  for 
any  of  them,  it  is  believed  that  as  a  series  they  are  well  adapted  for 
the  place  they  fill  in  our  Public  School  System. 
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APPENDICES. 


The  appendices  contain  much  valuable  information. 

The  Report  of  the  Principal  of  the  Provincial  Normal  School 
(Appendix  A)  shows  that  the  year  s  work  in  that  important  institu- 
tion was  quietly  and  successfully  performed.  In  this,  as  well  a»  in 
former  Reports,  I  have  indicated  my  views  as  to  the  desirability  of 
having  as  many  of  our  teachers  as  possible  professionally  trained  for 
the  service.  It  is  pleasing  to  know  that  since  the  date  of  the 
Principal's  Report,  the  attendance  has  swelled  to  proportions  far 
exceeding  the  record  of  any  previous  session.  The  Normal  School 
has  to  adjust  itself  as  best  it  can  to  the  other  parts  of  our  educa- 
tional system,  and  to  the  existing  state  of  education  in  the  Province 
generally.  Difficulties  have  thus  to  be  encountered,  but  I  believe 
that  those  difficulties  were  never  so  successfully  grappled  with  a» 
now.  On  some  of  the  Principal's  suggestions,  I  do  not  feel  m»  self  in 
a  position  to  pronounce  a  definite  opinion,  but  I  am  forced  to  express 
the  conviction  that  the  facilities  for  training  now  enjoyed  by  Third 
Class  teachers  should  not  be  taken  away,  unless  some  demonstrably 
more  efficient  provision  is  substituted  for  them. 

Appendix  B  comprises  the  Reports  of  the  Provincial  Inspectors  of 
Schools.  These  documents  disclose  many  interesting  facts  relating  to 
the  internal  working  of  our  school  system.  While  their  general  tone 
is  hopeful,  they  reveal  souie  weaknesses  and  suggest  some  improve- 
nients. 

In  appendix  C  will  be  found  the  Report  of  the  Chairman  of  the 
Board  of  School  Commissioners  for  Halifax  City,  including  that 
made  to  the  Board  by  the  Supervisor  of  the  City  Schools.  In  these 
will  be  found  gratifying  evidence  of  the  intelligent  activity  with 
which  the  affairs  of  our  Metropolitan  Schools  are  being  conducted. 


In  view  of  promised  legislation,  it  is  scarcely  necessary  to  repeat 
former  representations  as  to  the  hardships  inflicted  on  many  deserving 
sections  by  the  operations  of  the  law  relating  to  the  taxation  of  the 
property  of  non-residents.  As  matters  now  stand,  such  property 
often  imposes  heavy  educational  and  financial  burdens  which  it  does 
nothing  to  relieve.  A  change  in  the  law,  involving  a  recognition  of 
the  equitable  principle  of  taxing  all  property  in  the  Section  where  it 
is  situated,  will  probably  require  a  careful  re-definition  of  the  boun- 
daries of  School  Sections,  and  thus  supply  a  lack  to  which  I  have 
alluded  in  previous  reports. 
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The  Educational  Estimates  for  the  current  year  should  make  pro- 
vision for  the  issue  of  a  new  and  improved  set  of  plans  for  school- 
houses.  The  volumes  prepared  in  1865  have  worn  out  in  the  service, 
and  the  Department  is  unable  to  supply  any  assistance  to  Trustees 
seeking  direction  in  the  matter  of  building.  The  former  plans  served 
a  useful  purpose  in  their  day,  but  the  circumstances  of  the  country 
will  now  justify  something  more  architecturally  attractive  In  the 
preparation  of  new  ones  great  care  should  be  taken  to  supply  the 
conditions  required  by  the  laws  of  sanitary  science.  A  brief  letter- 
press might  accompany  the  plans,  giving  useful  hints  as  to  location, 
ornamenting  of  grounds,  &c. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  Honor's  very  obd't.  Servant, 

DAVID  ALLISON, 

Supt.  of  Education. 
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GOYEBKliENT  AID   TO    POO£   BEOTIONS. 


TABLE    X. 

SPECIAL  GOVERNMENT  AID  TO  POOR  SECTIONS. 


COUNTY. 


Annapolis 

Antigonish 

Cape  Breton 

Colchester , 

Cumberland 

Digby  

Guysborough 

Halifax 

Hants 

Inverness 

Kings 

Lunenburg  

Pietou 

Queens 

Richmond 

Shelbume 

Victoria 

Yarmouth 

Total,  1884... 
"       1883... 


Increase . 
Decrease. 


Paid  by  GovernmeDt  over 
and  above  the  ordinary  Grants, 
towards  Salaries  of  Teachers 
employed  in  Poor  Sections. 


Winter  Term. 


s 


-^5 


111  o 
76  85 
143  04 
113  72 
108  54 
71  65 


74  39 

90 

18 

113  47 

68 

64 

127 

15 

110 

58 

138  72 

82 

19 

71 

09 

13  56 


61  89 


$1577  01 
1665  86 


Summer  Term. 


Total. 


8  88  85 


8 


176  14 
103  56 
156  96 
119  45 
173  52 
142  44 

91  15 
119  05 
171  73 

71  78 
163  73 

86  65 
152  85 

99  72 
152  88 

27  23 

66  64 


82075  18 
1951  79 


8  123  39 


8 


287  49 
180  41 
300  00 
233  17 
282  06 
214  09 
165  54 
209  23 
285  30 
140  42 

290  88 
196  23 

291  57 
281  91 
223  67 

40  79 

i28  53 


83652  19 
3617  65 


8  34  54 


POOB  SECTIONS — 8PXCUX  COIWTT  AID. 


TABLE  ZI. 

POOR   SECTIONS— SPECIAL   COUNTY    AID. 


MUNICIPALITIES. 


It 


U 


(t 


tt 


u 


« 


« 


Annapolis,   County  of. . 

Antigonish 

Cape  Breton, 

Colchester, 

Cumberland, 

Digby,  District  of 

Clare, 

Guysboro', 

St.  Mary's, 

Halifax,  County  of 

Hants,  District  of  East . . 

West. . 
Inverness,  County  of . . . . 
Kings,  "       .... 

Lunenburg  &  NewDublin 
Chester,  District  of . . . . 

Pictou,  County  of 

Queens, 

Richmond, 

Shelburne,  District  of.. 

Barrington,  " 

Victoria,  County  of 

Yarmouth,  District  of . . . 
Argyle, 

Total,  1884.... 
"      1883.... 


(f 


« 


Number  of  these 

Sections 
having  Schools. 


Increase 
Decrease 


Winter 
Term. 


Summer 
Term. 


Amount  of  County  Assessment 
paid  to  tiiese  School*  over  and 
above  the  ordinary  allowance. 


Winter 
Term. 


Summer 
Term. 


12 
8 

15 

12 

16 
6 
2 
2 
7 

13 
7 
6 
7 

14 
9 
6 

14 
9 
8 
1 
3 


6 
5 


188 
190 


25 

14 

19 

18 

29 

12 

5 

4 

6 

16 

10 

10 

10 

24 

8 

3 

21 

14 

16 

2 

1 


4 
5 


276 
227 


49 


S  80  49 
68  91 

104  07 
87  69 

116  55 

50  17 
26  02 

21  79 
38  06 

101  51 
42  61 
42  12 

51  36 
106  76 

67  13 
41  73 
109  89 
61  45 
67  02 
6  28 

22  70 


39  45 
39  67 


1393  43 
1429  52 


36  09 


$170  91 
106  65 
130  70 
114  60 
159  43 

85  17 
52  29 
40  52 
32  08 

129  15 
68  20 
78  01 
67  19 

186  27 
61  09 
22  13 

146  67 

86  62 
122  41 

10  51 
10  52 


28  64 
33  48 


1943  24 
1651  64 


291  60 


Total. 


$251  40 
175  56 
234  77 
202  29 
275  98 
135  34 
78  31 

62  31 
70  14 

230  66 
110  81 
120  13 
118  55 
293  03 
128  22 

63  86 
256  56 
148  07 
189  43 

16  79 
33  22 


68  09 
73  15 


3336  67 
3081  16 


255  51 


APPOBTIOlfMEHT   OT   OorSTT  FUBIl — TUTTBE   TEBU. 


TABLE  Xn. 

APPOETIONMENT    OF    OOTJNl'T    FUND    TO    TEtTSTEES   FOB 
WINTER    TEEM   ENDED    APRIL    30,    1884. 


UDMICIPAUTIEB. 


Annapolis 

Antigonish 

Cape  Breton . . . . 

Coicheater 

Cumberland.  . . 

D'gby  

Clare 

Ouyeborough . . 

St.  Mary's 

Halifax  Co.... 

Hants,  East  . . . 

"      West... 

Inverness 

KiDj;H 

Lunenburg  and 
New  Dublin . 

(yhester 

Pictou 

Queens 

Kichmond 

Shelbiirne 

Barrington . 

Victoria 

Yarmouth 

Argyle 

Total,  1884.. 
"     18.S3.. 


Increase. . . 


Ill 


259086 
1S1259 
376246 
334889 
309267 
146643 

90323 
112168 

61642 
312300 
127956 
149882 


293215 
295701 
53778 
462898 
130042 
125112 
88440 
77316 
123267 
187971 


4702957 
4489795 


tit 


$1181  ( 
901  E 
1688  i 
1336  ( 
1639  4 
566  ( 
320  ; 
649  ! 
322  'i 
1400  ! 
640  5 
636  1 
1609  i 
1262  ( 

1361  75 

266  41 
1947  26 
596  20 

777  95 
421  73 
327 

778  99 
061  30 
490  37 


III 


ill 


lit 

in 


81877 
1717 
3102 
2122 
2437 
124S 

840 
1350 

414 
3315 

884 
1316 
2237 
2227 


3292  74 
990  32 

1461  78 
722  22 
735  62 

1091  01 

1049  42 
961  51 


830  00 
30  00| 


30  00 
30  00 


10  74 
90  00 


15  56 
14  45 


16  23: 
13  77 


183089  57 
2709  UO 
4690  40 
3488  40 
4106  59 
1814  97 
1106  77 
1922  00 
746  06 
4770  76 
1562  00 
1986  501 
3847  00 
3520  00 
3520  20 

766  38 
6330  00 
15S6  52 
2339  73 
1159  50 
1077  46 
1870  OO 
1726  96 
1465  65 


90 
1  07 
1  18 
I  39 

1  to 

1  83 


1  01 

82 


1  12 

1  OS 
65 

84 


21636  30 
21079  66 


38003  10 
38673  03 


610  0060148  40 
420  0060173  29 


1  00 
1  01 


APPOBTIOlfMEIT  OT  OOUXTT    tWH — BUIOHB   TBBU. 


TABLE  Xfll. 

AWOETIONMENT    OF    COtJNTY   FUND    TO    THTJSTEES    FOit 
STJMMEE   TERM    ENDED    OOTOBEB    31,    1884. 


ucsiaeuATiss. 

P 

ill 

fi 

L 

li 
I' 

Annapolis 

245776 
164091 
S5fia58 
365156 
318450 
161279 
100802 
I08G83 

69841 
321868 
128183 
161778 
B62479 
U8615 
2S1962 

47479 
433512 
127269 
134405 
101182 

8320S 
106745 
144038 
119741 

S1335  81 
1092  64 
16SG  47 
1494  79 
1889  01 
66T  07 
S6l  flS 
595  14 
374  71 
«3e  31 
727  70 
1476  06 
1730  B5 
1S83  10 
1261  71 
271  BO 
1960  M 
692  89 
902  27 
474  36 
372  67 
SOU  63 
608  39 
464  11 

91633  63 

158G  36 
3006  03 
1814  51 
2068  41 
1093  41 

769  88 
1362  OS 

SSI  60 

847  24 
IMO  25 
3170  44 
2166  18 
2126  90 
2194  20 

47B  69 
3210  36 

863  66 
1289  11 

a07  39 

632  63 
1069  37 
1102  B3 

997  77 

8  60  00 
30  00 

'so  00 

30  00 

"43  i'8 
16  82 
26  58 
33  42 

■:: 

49  2(1 
10  74 
60  00 

'is  66 

■41 

IB  77 

8  60  00 

'iso  00 

120  00 
54  78 
35  22 
21  69 
8  41 

89  87 
50  13 
60  OU 

"so  M 
24  63 
6  37 

90  00 
30  00 
9ii  00 
62  20 
S7  80 

so  71 

KiDRf 

Cheater 

3520  00       86 
3G19  80       06 

x^^"" ::';::::':: 

Apgyle 

HS6  66 

90 

4643083 
t2»84S 

28199  41 
212266  24 

3S4e7  19 
37420  69 

540  00 

480  00 
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TABLE    XVn.  — COXJNTT    ACADEMIES    AND    SPECIAL 

AC  ADEMIES— (CoNTiKUBD. ) 


Cape  Breton  County  Academy. 

The  past  year  has  been  a  most  successful  one  for  the  Academy. 
There  have  been  more  students  in  attendance  both  from  the  town 
and  country,  and  more  actual  high  school  work  done,  than  during 
any  previous  year  in  the  history  of  the  institution.  We  sincerely 
hope  that  during  the  present  year  the  long-looked-for  solution  of  the 
Academy  question  may  be  effected,  whereby  we  may  be  placed  upon 
a  more  satisfactory  footing  than  at  present 

B.  McKITTRICK,  B.  A., 

Head  Master. 


Queens  County  Academy. 

Twenty-one  of  the  Pupils  attending  the  High  School  Department 
are  from  outside  Sections. 

NICHOLAS  SMITH, 

Head  Master, 


PicTou  Academy. 

(a).  From  Fees  and  Contribtutions. — $440  under  this  head  are 
contributions  raised  principally  by  the  efforts  of  the  "  Pictou  Academy 
Scientific  Association,"  and  by  the  patrons  of  the  "  Art  Department." 

(b).  From  Rents,  <bc. — This  is  the  amount  paid  out  of  the  general 
school  funds  of  the  town. 

{c).  Average  of  Salaries, — The  average  of  the  salaries  of  the  three 
regular  instructors  is  8900. 

(d).  Expended  for  Ajpparatus. — This  includes  the  "  stock,"  cost 
of  additions  to  the  Natural  History  Museum.  The  Ornithological 
Section  of  the  Scientific  Association  has  added  during  the  year  over 
one  hundred  mounted  and  classified  Nova  Scotia  birds  to  this  depart- 
ment.    The  salary  of  the  taxidermist  is  not  included  in  this  item. 

(e).  Miscellaneous — Under  this  head  is  included  the  annual  in- 
terest on  "  Academy  Debentures." 

A.  H.  McKAY,  B.  A.,  B.  Sc., 

Principal, 


BB  BPBOtAL  AOADSMISB. 


Deaf  and  Dumb  Insiitutioi^v 

(a).  Eighty  Dollars  is  the  nominal  charge,  but  most  of  the  pupils 
«re  boarded  and  educated  free. 

(h).  Mere  tabulated  i^etums  give  no  proper  idea  of  the  work 
done  in  a  school  like  this.  The  specific  object  of  Deaf  Mute  Educa- 
tion is  to  impart  a  practical  knowledge  of  common  English,  such  as 
the  youngest  hearing  child  possesses  before  he  goes  to  school.  Every- 
thing taught  is  subsidiary  to  this  end 

(c).  The  "  Provincial  Qrants  **  include  J500  from  New  Brunswick, 
$300  from  P.  E.  Island,  and  $500  from  Newfoundland. 

(dy  Under  the  head  of  "Miscellaneous"  are  included  Matron's 
salary,  servants'  wages,  board  of  Pupils,  insurance,  taxes,  fuel,  gas, 
and  all  other  household  expenses. 

The  financial  returns  are  from  the  Treasurer's  account,  as  pub- 
lished in  the  Anntel  Report  for  1883. 

J.  SCOTT  HUTTON,  M  A., 

Principal, 
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TABLfi  XVm. 

SUMMARY  OF  GOVERNMENT  GRANTS  FOR  EDUCATION^ 

1884. 

Common  Schools $163,694  00 

Normal  School 6,274  85 

Special  Academies i * .  * 4,000  00 

County  Academies 9,000  00 

Inspection 12,000  00 

Expenses  Office 911  69 

Salaries 8,400  00 

Travelling  Expenses,  Normal  School  Pupils 795  10 

Examination 584  59 

Interest * , 463  35 

$191,123  58 
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APPENDIX    A. 


Report  of  the  Normal  School 


)avid  Allison,  Esq.  Ll.  D. 

SuperinteTtdent  of  Edv^cation, 

Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  Report  of  the 
Provincial  Normal  School  for  the  Session  1883-4. 

Our  school  year  began  on  Wednesday,  Nov.  3,  1883,  and  closed 
n  Julv  16th. 

The  total  number  of  students  registered  was  one  hundred  and 
wenty-nine,  and  the  various  counties  of  the  Province  were  represented 
s  follows : — 

Cumberland 16  Yarmouth 7 

Colchester 45  Digby 6 

Pictou 9  Annapolis 2 

Antigonish    3  Kings 7 

Guysboro' 2  Hants 11 

Halifax 8  Inverness 2 

Lunenburg    4  Victoria 5 

Queens 1  Richmond 1 

As  in  the  preceding  session  there  were  no  students  from  either 
Jhelbume  or  Cape  Breton. 

Seventy-three  students  attended  throughout  the  whole  session  of 
ihirty-six  weeks,  but  the  number  taking  the  prescribed  course  was 
ncreased  to  ninety-two  by  those  who  studied  for  third  class  (D) 
icense,  whase  time  comprised  but  twenty-four  weeks  and  ended  in 
\.pril.  Several  of  those  who  attended  part  of  the  session  completed 
m  unfinished  course  of  a  former  session  and  thus  became  eligible  for 
liploma. 

The  average  time  of  attendance  per  student  was  thirty  weeks 
B^hich  exceeds  the  average  of  any  former  session. 

Diplomas  of  the  various  grades  were  awarded  as  follows :  Supe- 
rior five,  Oood  forty-five,  ]mir  fifty-three,  total  one  hundred  and 
three. 
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Th<.t  Governor  General's  medals  Were  awarded  to  the  writers  ol 
the  best  essays  on  "  Discipline  /*  the  silver  roedal  to  Miss  Einmi 
Gilman,  of  Tusket>  Yarmouth,  and  the  bronze  medal  to  Mr.  Murdoch 
MacKay,  of  Carriboo  River,  Pictou  County. 

The  new  department  organized  for  the  training  of  third  class 
teachers,  waa  attended  by  twenty-one  students.  The  scholastic 
work  of  this  department,  including  the  English  and  Mathematical 
branches,  wa«  conducted  by  Mr.  Daniel  McD.  Clarke,  a  gradu- 
ate of  the  Institution,  and  in  every  respect  a  most  efficient 
teafehei*.  Nineteen  of  the  class  obtained  license  of  Grade  D,  at  a 
special  examination  in  April,  and  I  believe  that  nearly  all  of  these 
entered  at  once  upon  the  work  of  teaching.  The  department  should 
have  attracted  a  much  larger  number  of  students,  and  if  it  does  not 
hieet  with  more  general  appreciation  within  a  reasonable  time,  the 
Wisdom  of  keeping  it  up  may  perhaps  be  called  in  question. 

It  has  occurred  to  me  that  the  educational  interests  of  the 
Province  might  be  better  subserved  by  applying  our  forces  in  a 
different  direction;  I  refer  to  the  preparation  of  candidates  for  the 
Academic,  or  as  it  is  generally  called,  the  grade  A  licertse.  It  does  not 
appear  that  the  line  of  work,  especially  in  classics,  pursued  in  any  insti- 
tution of  learning  within  the  Province,  exactly  corresponds  with  the 
requirements  of  that  grade.  Numerous  applications  are  made  to  us  by 
persons  desirous  of  qualifying  themselves  for  this  license,  asking 
what  facilities  we  are  able  to  afford  in  this  direction ;  but  with  die 
amount  of  work  on  our  hands,  more  in  the  direct  line  of  Normal 
School  functions,  we  are  not  able  to  hold  out  much  inducement 
Moreover  it  is  very  desirable  that  our  high  school  teachers  should 
have  the  benefit  of  professional  training,  which  they  could  obtain  at 
the  Normal  School  simultaneously  with  the  prosecution  of  advanced 
studies. 

The  matter  of  board  and  lodging  for  our  students,  has  in  recent 
3^ars  become  to  me  a  subject  of  anxious  thought.  There  is  a  difficulty 
in  obtaining,  within  reasonable  distance,  places  which  are  in  every 
respect  adapted  to  secure  all  the  conditions  of  physical,  intellectual, 
and  social  well-being  which  it  is  desirable  our  students  should  enjoy. 

This  applies  more  especially  to  young  ladies,  who  form  a  large 
proportion  of  the  school,  and  it  is  a  difficulty  which  will  prob- 
ably increase  in  proportion  as  the  influence  of  the  institution  on 
successful  teaching  becomes  more  fully  and  widely  recognized 
throughout  the  Province.  I  have  no  very  well  defined  scheme 
to  propose  ;  but  I  desire  to  bring  the  matter  to  the  notice  of  the 
educational  authorities  of  the  Province  as  a  subject  demanding  full 
and  careful  thought.  Our  grounds  around  the  Normal  School 
building  are  in  every  respect  suitable  as  a  site  for  a  boarding  house, 
and  I  fully  believe  that  the  Government  would,  by  erecting  such  a 
building,  place  in  our  hands  the  means  of  adding  greatly  to  the 
effectiveness  of  the  institution.  Under  the  new  condition  of  thinj?s 
thus  established  the  responsibilities  of  the  management  of  the  insti- 
tution would  undoubtedly  assume  a  very  different  character,  but  I 
do  not  know  that  on  the  whole  they  would  become  more  preplexing 
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or  more  burdensome  than  under  the  present  condition  of  things. 
Instead  of  an  oversight  embracing  a  wide  range,  which  at  best  must 
be  partial,  ineffective,  and  unsatisfactory,  there  would  be  the 
eflFectiveness  that  comes  from  system  and  centralization.  I  may  add 
that  the  scheme  here  suggested  is  not  untried  or  novel.  Some  of  the 
State  Normal  Schools  in  Massachusetts,  as  those  of  Bridgewater  and 
Westfield,  have  adopted  it  with  the  most  satisfactory  results.  The 
establishments  are  self-supporting,  and  give  board  to  students  at 
k:utes  which  are  not  above  the  average  of  local  charges,  whilst  the 
plan  in  all  its  leading  features  is  pronounced  superior  to  the  old  one 
of  boarding  in  private  families. 

On  the  whole  the  students  of  the  session  under  consideration 
were  not  as  successful  in  obtaining  the  licenses  applied  for  as  were 
those  of  some  previous  years.  But  the  success  and  effectiveness 
of  the  institution  should  not  be  measured  exclusively  or  chiefly  by 
such  a  standard.  Our  endeavor  is  to  do  honest  work  in  the  line  of 
Bcholarship ;  but  I  need  not  say  that  the  principal  aim  of  the 
institution,  in  fact  the  very  reason  of  its  existence,  is  the  develop- 
ment of  teaching  power  in  its  students.  This  is  done  partly  by 
the  inculcation  of  those  principles  which  underlie  good  teaching,  and 
partly  by  practical  training  in  the  art  of  teaching.  About  one-third 
of  our  time  is  devoted  to  the  direct  accomplishment  of  this  end.  It 
is,  however,  our  careful  endeavor  to  keep  constantly  in  view  the 
professional  object  of  the  institution.  Hence  in  the  more  strictly 
scholastic  portions  of  our  work  we  aim  to  train  our  students  by 
presenting  right  methods  for  their  imitation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Sir,  yours  respectfully, 

J.  B.  CALKIN, 

Principal. 
Normal  School.  Truro,  N,  S.,  Dec,  31, 1884. 
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Students  of  Normal  School.  1883-4. 


students  whose  names  are  marked  thus  *  were  not  examined  for  licence  at  the  cloaeof  aessioD;  (bow 
marked  ttiaa  f  did  not  remain  long  enough  to  complete  the  coarse. 


Namb. 


COUHTY. 


n 


8    fti 

is* 


8i. 
2:" 


Minerva  McNutt 

*"|-Einma  L.  McCarthy . 

Maud  A.  Einbree 

Agnes  M.  Johnston. . . . 

Sophy  S.  Parker 

Bessie  L.  Miller 

Maggie  R.  Burton 

Lillian  Ingraham 

Libbie  Bentley 

Sophia  L.  Manthorn.. . . 

Luella  Lynch 

Lucretia  Langille 

James  A.  Mahon 

*  J.  W.  Henry  King. . . . 
Thomas  J.  Bennett .... 

Frank  Bishop 

Charles  M.  Woodworth 

Murdock  S.  McKay 

W.  Ernest  Thompson . . 

Geo.  D.  Stewart 

Wm.  Hall 

♦fDou.  M.  Gillies 

CassieR.  Bill 

Hattie  A.  Harris 

*  Aggie  J.  Cox 

Susan  Creelman 

*C.  Letitia  Betts 

*i- Annie  E.  Anderson. . 
♦•j-Marion  McDougall . . 
Melinda  L.  Falkner . . . 

Maiy  C.  Forbes 

Bell  J.  Ross 

Abigail  J.  Gray 

Isaac  Croinmie 

Donald  Mcintosh 

Teresa  North 

Emma  A.  Oilman 

♦f  Mary  B.  Crow 


Colchester, 

Yarmouth, 

Cumberland, 

Halifax, 

Annapolis, 

Colchester, 

Hants, 

Victoria, 

Colchester, 

Queens, 

Colchester, 

Lunenburg, 

Colchester, 

Digby, 

Hants, 

Kings, 

Kings, 

Pictou, 

Halifax, 

('Umberland. 

Halifax, 

Inverness, 

Kings, 

Kings, 

Colchester, 

Colchester, 

Cumberland, 

Annapolis, 

Hants, 

Colchester, 

Pictou, 

Inverness, 

Pictou, 

Digby, 

Cumberland, 

Kings, 

Yarmouth, 

Hants, 
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D 

C 

D 

D 

D 

B 
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C 

c 

B 

D 

C 

G 

•  • 

Fair. 


Good. 
Superior. 


Gtood. 
Fair. 
Good. 

Fair. 


Fair. 
Fair. 


Good. 

Fair. 

Good 
Superior. 

rt 

GooA 


ir 

II 
ti 

If 
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fi 
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II 

II 

II 


Superior 
Crood. 


F^ir. 
Good. 


Good. 


II 
II 


Fair. 


Good. 
Fair. 
Good, 

II 

Fair. 

Good. 

Superior. 
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*"t"Annie  McDougall.. . . 

Lily  V.  Preeper 

♦fFlorenceN.  Hills... 

Lucy  F.  Logan 

Clara  A.  McCart 

+Victoria  S.  Ernst 

fj.  Avarcl  Fulton 

Geo.  W.  Coffin.. 

Laura  Kent. .  .* 

Tryphenia  M.  Crow... . 

Nellie  P.  Lindsay 

James  A.  McDougall  . . 
Fenwick  W.  Robbins. . 
William  M.  Eldridge. . . 

John  G.  Morrison 

William  Bovd 

Delia  E.  Hatfield 

Bessie  H.  Alcorn 

Harriet  S.  Hamilton. , . 

George  E.  Cutten 

Maggie  Anderson 

*f  Joanna  M.  Mitchell . 

Orilla  A.  Carroll 

Melissa  Carroll 

Minnie  Archibald 

*+Janie  E.  Stewart 

Janie  A.  Hamilton. .  . . 

Jessie  G.  Crow 

Lily  McCollough 

Bessie  Hislbp *. . . 

*tElla  M.  Wilson 

Mary  M.  Chisholm .... 

Eliza  Thompson 

Maggie  J.  Dewar 

Eliza  A.  Copeland 

*"t"Louise  E.  Mader. .  . . 

*-f"Annie  Dimock 

Lucilla  J.  Armstrong. . 

Sara  0.  King • 

♦fMaryE.  King ) 

Georgie  E.  Geddes .... 

Josephine  Byers 

Mary  F.  Mason   

Annie  M.  Yuill 
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t:  O  v^ 

Grade 

of  License 

obtained. 

1..- 

Namk. 

County. 

c 

License 
enterinf 

Normal  Sc 

Diplom 

on  enteri 

Ada  B.  Sargeant 

Pictou, 

•     • 

•        • 

•    •     •     • 

Fair. 

Maggie  B.  Mahon 

Colchester, 

D 

•        • 

Fair. 

Good. 

Bessie  Tupper 

T'olchester, 

•      • 

c 

•      •       •      • 

Fair. 

Mav  B.  Spencer 

Colchester, 

•      • 

D 

Fair. 

Lottie  R.Kent 

Colchester, 

•      • 

C 

Fair 

♦fMclcla  T.  Johnson  . . 

Digby, 

D 

•     • 

•      •      •     • 

Florence  N.  Douglas. . . 

Pictou, 

D 

D 

Fair. 

'fFlo.  A.  McDougall . . 

Antigonish, 

•      • 

•     • 

•      •      •     * 

Ada  Geldert 

Colchester, 
Kings, 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Fair 

Charlotte  Serret 

Fair. 

*"|-Maggie  Teas 

Colchester, 

D 

•     • 

.... 

Emma  J.  West 

Colchester, 

D 

C 

Superior. 

Laura  L.  Drysdale 

Cumberland, 

D 

C 

Good. 

*"f-Mary  L.  Parker  .... 

Hants, 

D 

•     • 

•  •  •  • 

*tEdith  M.  Wallace.. . . 

Hants, 

D 

•     • 

•   ■   •  • 

Mary  Y.  Christie 

Colchester, 

•      • 

•     • 

Fair. 

Nettie  Clifford 

Colchester, 

•      • 

c 

Fair. 

Mary  McLeod 

Colchester, 

•      • 

D 

Fair 

Annabell  Mcintosh .... 

Victoria, 

D 

C 

Good. 

Sara  Douglas 

Hants, 
Hants, 

•     • 

D 

c 

• 

Fair. 

f  Libbie  J.  Blois 

•      •      •      • 

Lucy  B.  Cox 

Colchester, 

•      • 

D 

• 

Fair. 

Lienana  Bentley 

Colchester, 

•      • 

C 

Fair. 

Emma  Slauen white    . . 

Lunenburg, 

D 

C 

_ 

Good. 

Rosa  E.  Crowell 

Yarmouth, 

D 

C 

Good. 

*fLexy  McKay 

Cumberland, 

D 

•      • 

•      •      • 

•  .  .  • 

♦fMary  11.  McKeen. . . 

Cumberland, 

C 

•      • 

•  •  .  • 

♦"f-Catherine  Finlayson. 

Victoria, 

D 

•      • 

.  .  •  • 

*fSara  A.  Boss 

Cumberland, 

C 

•     • 

.... 

Josie  H.  Archibald .... 

Colchester, 

D      C 

1 

?air. 

Fair. 

Celesta  Leslie 

Halifax, 

..      D 

Fair. 

Mary  Wallace 

Colchester, 

D 

1 

Good. 

Augusta  Norris 

Colchester, 

D 

Good. 

Mary  J.  McKay 

Colchester, 

D 

Good. 

Henrietta  F.  Langille. . 

Colchester, 

D 

Fair. 

Catherine  E.  Ross 

Antigonish, 

C 

Fair. 

Bella  J.  Mitchell 

Cumberland, 

D 

Fair. 

Bella  S.  Buckler 

Colchester, 

D 

Fair. 

Jessie  Macintosh 

Victoria, 

D 

Fair. 

Luella  Carroll 

Colchester, 

D 

Good 

Laura  F.  Nichols 

Guysboro*, 

•      • 

Fair. 

Marie  R.  Pothier 

Yarmouth, 

D 

Good 

Adele  Cotreau 

Yarmouth, 

D 

Good. 

Ada  M.  Smith 

Digby, 

D 

Good. 

Maggie  A.  Bourque .... 

Yarmouth, 

D 

Fair. 

Duncan  Mclnnis 

Richmond, 

D 

Fair. 

John  B.  LeBlanc 

Yarmouth. 

D 

Fair. 
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APPENDIX  B 


REPORTS  OF  INSPECTORS  OF  SCHOOLS 


DISTRICT  No,  1.— CITY  AND  COUNTY  OF  HALIFAX. 

HiNKLE  Condon,  Inspector, 
Sir,— 

For  several  years  Lakeville  Section,  No.  8,  Blast  Halifax, 
supported  a  school  which  was  taught  alternately,  one  week  in  the 
public  school  house  on  the  main  road,  and  one  week  in  a  private 
houj>e  in  the  Upper  Settlement.  In  May,  1877,  the  trustees  were 
duly  notified  that,  unless  a  suitable  house,  situated  in  a  central  part 
of  the  Section,  was  provided  by  May  1st,  1878,  that  after  that  date 
all  County  and  Government  moneys  would  be  withheld. 

As  a  result  of  this  resolution  of  the  Board,  Lakeville  was 
without  a  Public  School  until  1882,  when  the  Board  taking  into 
consideration  the  indifibrence  of  the  lower  part  of  the  Section  and 
the  deep  interest  which  the  ratepayers  of  the  Upper  Settlement  had 
always  manifested  in  the  education  of  their  children,  and  of  which 
they  had  given  substantial  proofs  by  sustaining  a  school  for  several 
terms  independent  of  Government  or  County  aid,  allowed  the  trustees 
to  continue  their  school  for  two  years  longer  in  the  same  house,''feeling 
that  in  this  exceptional  case  justice  could  not  otherwise  be  done.  In 
1884  they  divided  the  Section  on  the  following  conditions,  (1.)  That 
the  Upper  Section  should  provide  a  house  according  to  the  require- 
ments of  the  law  ;  (2.)  That  after  the  present  year  the  section  shall 
be  removed  from  the  poor  list.  I  feel  that  this  explanation  is 
necessary  because  the  affairs  of  this  Section  have,  from  time  to 
time,  occupied  the  attention  of  the  Board  for  the  last  fifteen  years. 

In  1875  a  house  was  erected  about  one  mile  from  Shad  Bav  Settle- 
ment.  for  the  purpose  of  accommodating  the  family  of  Mr.  Fader  who 
lives  in  Blind  Bay,  but  during  the  present  year,  as  there  are  now  at 
least  nine  children  in  the  Blind  Bay  Section,  it  has  been  considered 
advisable  to  build  a  house  in  that  locality.  A  teacher  is  already 
engaged  and  will  open  the  school  after  the  Christmas  vacation.  The 
house  in  Shad  Bay  has  been  removed  to  the  middle  of  the  settlement, 
which  is  an  excellent  arrangement,  as  it  brings  school  privileges 
within  easy  reach  of  some  families  at  the  head  of  Prospect  Bay,  for 
jyhom  hitherto  no  provision  has  been  made. 
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Devil  Island  has  provided  a  new  school  house. 

Hammond's  Plains  and  Victoria  have  voted  money,  either  to 
build  new  houses,  or  if  thought  better,  to  enlarge  and  renovate  the 
old  ones. 

Portugeese  Cove  has  at  last  taken  steps  towards  securing  a  house 
adequate  to  the  wants  of  a  Section  that  can  register  60  or  70  names. 

Lower  Porters  Lake  Section  has  enlarged  and  somewhat  im- 
proved its  school  accommodation. 

In  the  County  fourteen  school  houses  have  been  repaired  at  an 
expense  varying  from  $30  to  SlOO  each,  so  that  although  only  two 
have  been  built,  a  good  deal  has  been  done  in  the  way  of  enlarging 
and  improving. 

The  house  in  Hope  Ridge  Section,  East  Chezzetcook,  which  is  large 
and  supplied  with  a  class  room  for  an  assistant,  has  been  finished, 
and  a  contract  given  for  improve  I  desks.  This  school  affords  a  most 
striking  illustration  of  the  point  made  in  suggestion  3  in  your  report 
for  last  year:  "That  where  the  inclitierence  and  niggardliness  of 
managers  defeat  the  precise  objects  for  which  the  grants  are  maile, 
the  Inspector  should  hpi  eiupovvtjred,  within  certain  limitations,  to 
supply  what  is  absolutely  required  to  carry  on  the  school  efficiently 
withholding  the  necessary  amount  from  the  County  Fund."  In  the 
last  return  from  this  Section  we  have  ;  "  Pupils  enrolled  81.  Salary 
paid  by  Section,  $65  per  term."  I  fin<l  that  the  average  amount  paid 
from  County  Fund,  for  the  last  three  terms,  to  this  section,  is  up- 
wards of  $60  per  term  leaving  only  $5  to  be  raised  by  the  trustees 
towards  the  teacher's  salary. 

In  the  Notes  of  Inspection,  made  at  the  time  of  my  last  visit,  I  find 
the  following : 

No.  Resristered 64 

Present 49 

Not  an  Arithmetic  in  school. 

Geography 0 

Granjmar <, 0 

History 0 

Of  those  present    4  can  read  in  the  5th  book. 

6       "  "      4th  book. 

12       "  "      3rd  book. 

4       "  "      2nd  book. 


H  it 


And  the  remainder  in  the  primers,  the  supply  of  which  is  insufficient. 

And  this  state  of  things  has  been  continued  from  term  to  term  for 
years,  and  yet  I  will  venture  to  affirm  that  if  I  could  have  been 
empowered  to  provirle  the  necessary  books  quite  a  satisfactory  report 
would  have  been  made  at  this  time.  As  it  is  we  have  a  commodious' 
building,  public  grants  liberal  enough  to  sustain  a  good  school,  and 
a  Section  with  a  lariro  number  of  children  of  school  going  age;  buf 
no  results  worth  speaking  of. 
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It  is  a  serious  question,  whether  even-handed  justice  would  not 
demand  the  withdrawal  of  Government  and  County  aid  from  such  a 
Section;  one  that  absorbs  so  much  and  gives  so  little.  It  may  be  asked,. 
"  why  not  supply  deficiencies  that  so  seriously  cripple  the  usefulness 
of  a  large  school?"  My  answer  is  that  the  duty  of  the  Inspector  is  to 
see  that  the  provisions  of  the  law  are  carried  out.  And  until  the 
law  is  made  clear  and  unmistakable  on  this  point,  any  interference 
would  be  injudicious  and  defeat  its  own  object.  Our  system  is  well 
arranged,  and  the  grants  are  so  liberal  that  every  encouragement  is 
given  to  our  people  to  put  their  own  shoulders  to  the  vvheel,  and 
I  am  happy  to  say  that  there  is  in  general  an  honest  endeavour  on 
the  part  of  Sections  to  do  their  duty,  so  that  it  is  intolerable  to  see 
in  such  cases,  the  beneficent  provisions  of  the  law  nullified  by  the 
negligence  of  those  most  interested.  In  njan}^  cases  a  comparatively 
small  sum  of  money  expended  would  render  fruitful  what  is  now 
wasted,  and  a  school  once  equipped  with  books  and  the  necessary 
apparatus  would  arouse  so  much  enthusiasm  that  henceforth  its 
interests  would  never  be  allowed  to  suffer  for  lack  of  appliances. 

Schools. — During  the  Winter  Teini  there  were  115  Schools  in 
session  with  4923  pupils,  and  a  grand  total  attendance  of  312,300. 
Number  of  Sections  having  no  school  in  AVintor  Teim,  30. 

SuniTner  Tet'vi.  122  schools,  5,237  pupils  and  grand  total  days* 
attendance  321,668.  Number  of  Sections  without  school  24.  Total 
number  of  different  pupils  during  the  year,  6,479.  NumV)er  of 
Sections  having  no  school  during  the  year,  8,  viz :  West  Dover,  Lower 
Prospoct,  Beech  Hill,  Beaver  Bank  Staticm,  and  Preston  (colored), 
in  the  Western  District,  and  Mushaboon,  Sheet  Harbor  Road^  Pasces^ 
and  Smith's  Cove  in  the  Eastern  District.  On  referring  to  past 
letuins  from  these  Sections  I  find  tlie  average  attendance  about  13, 
and  these  are  all,  with  two  exceptions,  small,  sparsely  populated  set- 
tlements. 

All  the  schools  in  Rural  District  (22)  were  in  operation  dui-ing  the- 
3'ear. 

Teachers  and  Grades. 


B 

C. 

D. 

Winter  Term 

,  Male 

6 

11 

5 

»( 

Female .... 

0 

50 

39 

a. 

B. 

c. 

D. 

Summer  Term,  Male. ...     1 

6 

8 

t0 

0 

it 

Female, 

6 

60 

43 

Candidates 

FOR 

Licenses. 

Females. 

Males. 

For  1882 

77 

3 

1883 

88 

2 

1884 

96 

8 

Halifax  County  stretches  along  the  Atlantic  coast  from  Hubbard's^ 
Cove  to  Ecum  Secum,  a  distance  of  more  than  140  miles,  and  some- 
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of  our  Sections  are  so  situated  that  it  may  be  considered  almost  a 
waste  of  public  money  to  have  the  school  open  in  the  Summer  term, 
t)f  which  class  Pleasant  Point  is  an  example.  Others,  where  the  roads 
^re  often  inaccissible,  find  it  equally  difficult  to  maintain  a  winter 
?ichool. 

SCHOOLS    IN    SESSIOX. 

For  the  Winter  Term  of  1883 118 

"      3884 115 

This  decrease  (3)  is  caused  by  the  scarcity  of  Teachers,  owing  to 
refusal  to  grant  Permissive  licenses,  which  henceforth,  in  District 
No.  1,  will  not  be  issued,  unless  some  very  excepticmal  case  should 
appear  to  demand  it.  The  necessity  for  their  employment  has  almost 
<!eased.  Theshi)rt  course  for  grade  D.  teachers  at  the  Normal  Sch  'ol, 
will  acconjplish  much  for  our  small  sections  by  bringing  trained 
teachers  within  their  reach. 

As  the  course  of  study  is  better  understood  and  more  intelligently 
worked  out,  correspondingly  good  results  are  being  attained. 

Reading.^-The  improvement  in  reading  is  marked,  and  will  con- 
tinue, because  its  importance  as  a  means  of  training  and  instruction  is 
more  generally  appreciated,  and  the  drill  is  conducted  on  correct 
principles  by  an  increasing  number  of  our  teachers. 

Writing, — The  Royal  Copy  Books  are  in  general  use,  and  on  tlic 
whole  are  well  liked,  and  in  many  of  our  schools  the  penmanship  and 
slate  work  pi  esent  a  creditable  appearance.  One  noticeable  feature  in 
connection  with  this  branch,  is  the  neatness  and  legibilty  with  which 
our  returns,  as  a  rule,  are  made  out.  Some  of  theau  arc  admirable 
specimens  of  penmanship,  and  compared  with  those  of  former  years, 
afford  substantial  marks  of  progress. 

AritJmietic — The  very  general  use  of  Kirkland  and  Scott's 
Arithmetic  is  developing  excellent  results. 

History  and  Geography. — As  the  texts  books  on  British  America 
and  the  fine  large  maps  of  the  Dominion  are  found  in  a  considerable 
number  of  our  schools,  a  good  deal  of  interest  is  shewn  in  the  study 
of  these  branches.  British  History  also  receives  its  duo  share  of 
attention. 

Draioing, — About  1800  are  receiving  instruction  in  this  subject. 
"Of  course  it  will  be  some  time  before  any  marked  results  will  be 
noticeable.  Our  teachers  must  themselves  be  prepared  to  give 
ilrawing  a  recognized  place  in  their  school  work.  They  must  be 
convinced  of  its  importance  in  any  rational  course,  and  also  be  willing 
to  begin  with  the  simplest  elementary  lessons,  and  as  far  as  they  are 
capable  avail  themselves  in  the  art  of  illustrating  every  branch  of 
study  pursued.  They  must  also  with  the  younger  scholars  teach 
theoretically  geometric  forms  by  presenting  them  to  the  eye,  and 
causing  the  children  to  connect  the  names  with  the  forms  by  constant 
repetition.  Children  soon  learn  to  recognize  circles,  squares,  triangles, 
and  other  plane  figures,  and  if  they  are  skillfully  taught  the  power 
of  a  line,  will  soon  learn  to  construct  them  with  as  much  pleasure  a; 
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profit.     The  principal  thing  is  to  make  a  beginning  and  to  make  it 
scientifically. 

On  the  whole  I  think  we  have  rea.son  to  believe  that  we  are  not 
only  holding  our  own,  but  making  a  positive  advance  in  our  educa- 
tional work.  Some  of  the  points  which  prove  this  to  my  own 
mind  are  the  greater  interest  shewn  at  the  annual  meetings,  the 
better  form  and  appearance  of  the  minutes  transmitted  to  the  office, 
and  the  neat  and  intelligent  manner  in  which,  as  a  rule,  the  returns 
and  registers  are  kept,  and  the  desire  of  our  teachers  to  improve,  as 
manifested  by  their  large  attendance  at  the  Provincial  Association, 
together  with  the  increased  demand  for  Normal  School  teachers. 

CITY  SCHOOLS. 

I  have  spent  the  time  at  my  disposal,  March  and  April  in  the 
Winter  Term,  and  September  and  October  in  the  Summer,  in  a  care- 
ful inspection  of  the  City  Schools,  and  have  endeavoured  to  the  best 
of  my  ability  to  subserve  their  interests.  There  is  much  that  is  very 
encouiaging  in  the  fact  that  they  are  securing  more  notice  from  the 
public,  and  giving  rise  to  discussions  which,  ably  and  impartially  con- 
ducted, will  add  to  our  knowledge  and  bring  up  for  investigation 
many  new  points  worthy  of  consideration. 

Some  wise  changes  in  the  rearrangement  of  our  teachers  has  been 
made,  and  will  no  doubt  be  productive  of  excellent  results.  It  is 
encouraging  to  note  that  a  large  number  of  our  Halifax  teachers  are 
availing  themselves  of  professional  training  at  the  Normal  School. 
These  will  add  an  element  of  strength  to  the  City  Schools. 

Respectfully, 

H.  CONDON, 

iTispector  District  No.  I. 

0 

To  David  Allison,  Esq.,  Ll.  D. 

Superintendent  of  Education, 


Sir,— 


DISTRICT  No.  2— LUNENBURG  AND  QUEENS, 
Tho>la.s  R.  Pattillo,  Inspector 


In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  law,  I  have  the 
honor  to  submit  the  following  general  report  of  Schools  in  Inspectoral 
District  No.  2,  comprising  the  Counties  of  Lunenburg  and  Queens, 
for  the  year  ending  Oct.  31,  1884 : 

The  number  of  Sections  in  the  District  is  179,  137  in  Lunenburg, 
and  43  in  Queens,  all  of  which  are  organized.  Six  (6)  of  the  former 
and  one  (1)  of  the  latter  had  no  school  during  the  year.  Four  of  the 
six  mentioned  were  building  school  houses. 

In    Lunenburg  County  during   the    Winter  Term    132   schools 
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were  in  operation,  with  5766  pupils  enrolled,  that  made  a  grand  total 
attendance  of  349,479  days. 

In  the  Summer  term,  127  Schools,  with  5,101  pupils,  made  a 
grand  total  attendance  of  299,431  days. 

3,154  pupils,  in  the  Winter  term,  or  54.77  of  those  enrolled 
attended  daily,  and  2,901  in  the  Summer  Term,  or  57.70  of  the 
enrolment. 

The  schools  were  open  on  an  average  in  the  Winter  Term,  113 
days  out  of  118,  and  in  the  Summer  105  days  out  of  112.  During 
the  year  7026  different  pupils  attended  the  schools,  or  1  in  every 
4.10  of  the  population. 

In  Qiceena  Cmtnty,  49  schools  were  in  operation  during  the 
Winter  Term,  with  1,914  pupils  enrolled,  that  made  a  grand  total 
attendance  of  130,049  days,  and  in  the  Summer  Term  55  Schools, 
with  2,045  pupils,  made  a  grand  total  attendance  of  127,269  days. 
1,199  pupils  in  the  Winter  Term,  or  62  p.  c.  of  the  enrolment 
attended  daily,  and  1,264  pupils  in  the  Summer  Term,  or  62  p.  c. 
The  schools  were  open  on  an  average  111  in  the  Winter  Term  out  of 
118,  and  103  days  out  of  112  in  the  Summer  Term.  During  the 
year  2,416  different  pupils  were  in  the  schools,  or  1  in  4.37  of  the 
population.  Very  neat  and  commodious  school-houses  were  erected 
in  New  Cumberland,  Middle  Cornwall,  Riverdale  and  Union  sections, 
(the  four  Sections  referred  to  before)  during  the  year,  in  all  of  which 
there  are  schools  the  current  term.  1st  Peninsula,  Pine  Plain, 
Meisner's  Branch  Section,  Lunenburg  Co.,  and  West  Caledonia 
Section,  Queens  Co.,  enlarged  and  extensively  repaired  the  buildings,, 
making  them  very  comfortable,  and  much  more  commodious. 

As  intimated  in  my  last  report,  schools  were  opened  some  portion^ 
of  the  year  in  the  new  buildings  at  Vogler's  Cove  Elast,  Deep  Cove, 
North-West  Cove,  Little  Tancook  Island,  Rynor,  Crouses,  Nineveh 
and  Germantown. 

When  the  Certificates  and  Memos  were  issued  in  May,  the 
Trustees  were  requested  to  give  special  attention  to  repairing  and 
cleansing  the  school-houses  and  outbuildings  during  the  Summer 
Term.  It  affords  me  pleasure  to  state  that  a  great  many  of  these 
officers  responded,  and  fully  four-fifths  of  all  the  school  buildings  were 
thus  cared  for — several  of  them  being  quite  extensively  repaired. 
It  would  take  so  much  space  here  to  particularize,  I  must  ask  refer- 
ence to  my  "  Notes  of  Inspection,"  through  which  you  will  discover 
what  Trustees  were  intei'^sted  in  the  health  and  comfort  of  the 
teachers  and  pupils,  as  well  as  those  that  were  careless  and  indifferent 
in  that  respect.  At  the  last  annual  meeting,  Gold  River,  Martin's 
Point,  Ritcey's  Cove  and  Fancy's  Sections  acted  upon  the  suggestion, 
of  the  Board  of  Commissioners,  and  decided  to  build  next  summer, 
making  liberal  provision  for  that  purpose.  Martin's  Brook  and 
Upper  Centre  Sections  have  decided  to  enlarge  and  thoroughly 
repair  their  buildings,  and  provided  funds  for  the  same. 
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The  forty-one  (41)  Graded  Schools  were,  with  few  exceptions, 
successfully  tautjht,  and  in  an  increased  number  of  miscellaneous 
ones  good  work  was  done.  I  was  much  pleased  to  notice  a  growing 
interest  in  their  studies  by  the  pupil-*  generally,  accounted  for 
largely  by  greater  preparation  for  class  work  on  the  part  of  the 
teachers.  I  endeavor  to  impress  upon  the  teachers  the  necessity  of 
explaining  fully,  and  simplifying  every  exercise,  so  as  to  bring  the 
work  within  the  capacity  of  their  pupils.  In  this  particular  many 
are  succeeding. 

In  April,  E.  H,  Owen,  Esq.,  the  successful  jnanager  of  the  Lunen- 
burg Academy,  an  efficient  teacher  of  the  High  School  Department 
for  a  number  of  years,  was  forced  to  sever  his  connection  with  that 
institution  through  failing  health.  He  was  an  excellent  disciplin- 
aiian,  and  well  qualified  to  prepare  teachers  for  their  profession. 
His  training  in  this  respect  is  visible  in  nearly  every  school  in  the 
district  presided  over  by  his  pupils,  as  they  are  generally  distin- 
guished by  a  greater  degree  of  method  in  their  work,  and  the  good 
order  maintained.  M.  I.  Tuttle,  Esq.,  his  immediate  successor, 
resigned  the  position  at  the  end  of  the  summer  term,  when  the  tnis- 
•  tees  succeeded  in  obtaining  the  services  of  H.  H.  Mcintosh,  Esq., 
late  head  master  SheU»urne  Academy ^  who  entered  upon  his  duties 
the  first  week  of  the  current  term.  He  came  to  us  highly  recom- 
mended, and  is  fast  proving  himself  to  be  "the  right  man  in  the 
right  place.' 


)i 


The  town  of  Lunenburg  is  growing  so  rapidly,  that  the  accommo- 
dation for  pupils  of  school  age  is  again  limited.  The  New  Town 
school,  which  was  intended  to  relieve  the  departments  in  the  Aca- 
demy, by  training  the  children  in  it  that  were  attending  those 
schools  from  that  part  of  the  section,  has  75  pupils  enrolled  (quite  as 
many  as  any  teacher  should  have),  and  yet  some  of  the  town  depart- 
ments are  still  crowded.  There  were  60  pupils  more  in  the  schools 
of  No.  1  Section  (town)  the  past  summer  term  than  a  year  before. 
The  trustees  and  many  of  the  leading  rate-payers  see  the  necessity 
for  increased  accommodation  at  an  early  date,  and  steps  will  be  taken 
to  provide  it. 

The  Liverpool  Academy  continues  under  the  supervision  of  Nicho- 
las Smith,  Esq.,  in  whose  department  the  usual  amount  of  High 
School  work  was  done,  and  with  the  same  degree  of  thoroughness  &» 
formerly.  The  classes  in  Latin,  Greek,  Geometry,  History  (British 
and  Universal)  and  Physics  heard  during  my  inspections  acquitted 
themselves  very  creditably. 

The  scarcity  of  teachers  prevented  several  of  the  larger  sections 
having  schools  both  terms,  and  could  not  fairly  qualified  persons 
have  been  found  to  supply  the  weak  and  scattered  ones  through  per- 
missive licenses.  Several  schools  would  have  been  closed  entirely, 
as  duly  licensed  teachers  would  not  accept  situations  in  them,  when 
they  were  so  eagerly  sought  after  in  sections  able  to  pay  large  sala- 
ries. The  same  difficulty  has  arisen  the  current  term — 48  of  those 
that  taught  the  last  term,  and  not  teaching  now,  while  only  25  of 
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those  candidates  at  the  stations  in  Lunenburg  and  Liverpool  that 
succeeded  at  the  July  examination  have  taken  schools,  so  that  a  large 
deficiency  remains  which  has  only  partially  been  tilled  by  those  from 
other  districts. 

The  attendance  the  past  term  was  more  irregular  in  many  of  the 
shore  and  country  schools,  on  account  of  the  special  demand  for  the 
pupils  at  home.  So  many  children  in  this  district  of  school  age  are 
"bread-winners,"  that  when  an  opportunity  offers  to  aid  their  parents 
working  in  the  fields,  catching  or  curing  fish,  or  picking  berries,  they 
are  kept  at  home.  From  vacation  until  nearly  the  close  of  the  term 
fish  and  berries  were  very  plentiful,  so  that  in  particular  localities 
the  schools  were  deserted.  I  visited  one  with  82  pupils  enrolled  and 
found  7  small  children  present.  This  is  mentioned  here  to  account 
for  the  decrease  in  the  grand  total  days. 

The  Returns  were  generally  correct.  Only  five  were  returned 
during  the  year,  and  those  to  have  the  Trustees*  signatures  attached. 

The  Registers  with  few  exceptions  were  models  of  neatness  and 
accuracy. 

Several  Schools  were  supplied  with  one  or  more  of  the  following 
Majjs : — Dominion,  Nova  Scotia,  Hemispheres,  North  America  and 
Europe.  In  two  instances  large  dictionaries  and  terrestial  globes 
were  furnished.  I  took  maps  with  me  to  remote  sections,  and  suc- 
ceeded in  placing  ten  (10)  in  the  schools.  There  are  a  gi'eat  many 
yet  indifferently  supplied  with  apparatus  of  every  kind.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  some  provision  will  be  made  whereby  the  Inspector  will 
have  more  control  over  this  department  of  the  work  ;  otherwise  it 
will  be  a  long  time  before  the  apparatus  named  by  the  Council  of 
Public  Instruction  as  requisite  for  successful  school  work,  will  be 
supplied  by  the  Trustees. 

The  Course  of  Study  was  adopted  in  its  entirety  by  most  of  the 
Graded  Schools,  and  several  of  the  Miscellaneous,  while  all  the  others 
are  working  into  the  general  arrangement  as  speedily  as  the  circum- 
stances of  the  schools  permit.  The  Oral  Lessons  required  have  not 
received  that  attention  their  importance  demands,  chiefly  because 
the  teachers  have  not  the  aids  supposed  to  be  placed  within  their 
reach  by  the  Trustees. 

The  Manuals  of  the  School  Law  were  distributed,  and  greatly 
appreciated  by  the  officials,  whose  duties  are  so  plainly  defined  as  to 
require  little  explanation.  The  change  made  which  empowers  the 
Inspector,  under  certain  provisions,  to  call  special  annual  meetings  is 
an  excellent  one.  Four  Sections  availed  themselves  of  this  provi- 
sion, and  held  their  annual  meetings  at  a  somewhat  later  date  than 
the  regular  one,  to  the  great  satisfaction  of  all  parties  concerned 
The  change  which  enables  Trustees  to  call  a  meeting  in  any  emer- 
gency, without  recourse  to  rate-payers,  is  also  good.  In  fact  I  notice 
no  change  made  but  what  will  be  beneficial.  There  is  a  discrepancy 
between  Section  24  and  Section  31,  Clause  4,  which  must  have 
escaped  the  attention  of  the  Revisors. 
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The  *  Act  for  Better  Attendance  at  School "  was  overlooked  by 
fully  one-third  of  the  Sections  at  the  annual  meeting,  and  no  action 
taken.  Several  small  Sections  made  it  operative.  A  number  had 
n  ajorities  in  its  favor,  but  not  the  two-thirds  required,  while  the 
largest  number  opposed  it.  Lunenburg  Town  was  the  only  large 
Section  that  accepted  it.  Much  depends  upon  the  manner  in  which 
it  is  worked  by  those  Sections  that  made  it  operative,  whether  it  will 
be  generally  adopted  hereafter. 

In  closing  this  necessarily  brief  report,  I  feel  justified  in  stating 
that  substantial  progress  has  been  made  in  every  department  of 
school  work  during  the  past  year.  My  Notes  of  Inspection,  already 
forwarded,  will  supply  the  particulars  regarding  each  school  and 
Section  visited  during  the  year. 

Thanking  you  (or  the  promptness  with  which  my  communications 
have  been  answered, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

T.  R.  PATTILLO, 

Inspector, 
David  Allison,  Esq.,  Ll.  d,, 

Superintendent  of  Education. 


DISTRICT  No.  3— SHELBURNE  AND  YARMOUTH. 

A.  C.  A.  DoANE,  Inspector, 

Sir, — I  beg  respectfully  to  submit  my  annual  report  of  the  schools 
in  District  No.  3  for  the  year  ending  October  31st,  1884. 

The  statistical  tables  shew  that  there  has  been  no  diminution  in 
the  number  or  general  standing  of  the  schools.  In  comparison  with 
other  years,  there  is  an  increase  in  the  departments^  open,  in  the  at- 
tendance of  the  pupils  and  in  the  branches  taught;  also  an  improve- 
ment in  the  results  aimed  to  be  secured. 

There  are  now  one  hundred  and  thiity-six  sections  in  the  district 
— two  more  than  last  year.  One  of  these,  called  Alton,  was  formed 
in  a  small  settlement  on  the  border  of  Yarmouth  and  Digby  Counties, 
At  the  authorized  time  for  the  annual  meeting  the  ratepayers  assem- 
bled, elected  trustees,  and  voted  money  for  building  a  school-house  as 
soon  as  practicable.  The  other,  Brighton,  was  constituted  by  cutting 
off  portions  of  three  adjoining  sections.  Trustees  were  chosen  at  the 
annual  meeting,  and  the  erection  of  a  school-house  is  contemplated. 

The  number  of  schools  and  departments  during  the  winter  term 
was  161,  three  more  than  in  the  same  term  of  last  year;  and  in  sum- 
mer 167,  an  increase  of  sixteen  over  the  corresponding  term  of  the 
previous  year. 
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The  number  of  sections  having  no  school  in  winter  was  20;  in 
summer  19.  Those  having  no  school  during  the  year  were,  in  Shel- 
burne  county,  three — McNutt's  Island,  Enslow's  Point  and  Stoney  Is- 
land. I  visited  the  first  named;  urged  those  that  could  be  met  with 
to  take  measures  for  organizing  by  the  election  of  trustees,  and  for 
the  building  of  a  school-house  and  the  supporting  of  a  school,  and 
then  left  notices  for  the  annual  meeting,  which  they  were  especially 
requested  to  attend.  I  was  subsequently  informed  that  no  action  what- 
ever was  taken  to  attain  these  objects.  The  second  is  a  sparsely  settled 
section,  and  it  is  only  occasionally  during  winter  that  a  school  can  be 
maintained.  In  the  third,  the  taking  down  of  the  old  school-house 
and  the  building  of  a  new  one,  which  was  not  completed  in  time  for 
the  summer  term,  prevented  the  keeping  of  a  school  any  portion  of 
the  year. 

In  Yarmouth  county,  also  three — Somerville,  East  River  and 
Morris  Island.  The  first  has  but  few  residents,  not  sufficient  to  sus- 
tain a  regular  school,  and  the  others  are  not  yet  provided  with  school- 
houses.  Arrangements  are  being  made  for  building  as  soon  as  cir- 
cumstances will  permit. 

The  number  of  pupils  registered  in  winter  was  7392,  an  increase 
•of  164;  in  summer  7062,  a  gain  of  291.  The  number  of  different 
pupils  for  the  whole  year  was  9023,  an  increase  of  59,  shewing  that 
more  were  in  attendance  some  part  of  both  terms  than  usual  hereto- 
fore. The  number  of  days  all  schools  were  in  session  was,  in  Winter, 
107.9  ;  in  Summer  105.5.  The  grand  total  days  attended  by  all  the 
pupils  in  Winter  were  486,687,  an  increase  over  same  term  of  last 
year  of  9,637  ;  and  in  Summer,  448,166,  an  increase  of  7,202.  The 
number  daily  present  on  an  average  for  the  two  terms  respectively, 
were  4524,  and  4472.  The  number  from  5  to  15  years  of  age  not  at 
school,  first  term,  1420,  more  than  last  year's  term  by  35;  second  term 
1631,  more  by  326.  These  with  the  increased  number  in  attendance, 
indicate  a  larger  number  of  children  in  the.  District  than  heretofore 
reported,  The  proportion  of  popultation  at  school  during  the  j'ear. 
Was  1  in  403.  The  foregoing  statements  prove  that  in  most  Sections 
schools  have  been  sustained,  that  the  number  of  registered  pupils 
exceeds  that  of  either  of  the  four  previous  years,  that  the  average 
attendance  is  greater,  and  that  the  rate  of  population  at  school  is 
gradually  increasing. 

Na  AND  Grades  of  Teachers. 

Winter.  Summer. 

A.    B.    C.    D.    Total.    A.    B.    C.   D.    Total. 

Males 3    21     13     5        42        3     12     7    4        26 

Females 12     54  55       121  15  59  67       141 

Winter.  Bammer. 

No.  of  Teachers  in  same  Section  as  previous  term. ...  81  101 

No.  of  Teachers  removed  to  new  Sections 54  35 

No.  of  new  Teachers 27  18 
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Average  Annual  Salary  of  Teachers  including  Government 

Grant. 

Males.  Femalea. 

A.  &B.      C.  D.  B.  C.  D. 

Shiburne  Co.... $413.43  8320.71  $228.00  $285.00  $235.50  $180.30 
Yarmouth  Co ... .   499.28     342.40     282.00     332.50     283.75     183.94 

Sbelbome.       Tannouth. 

Amount  voted  for  School  purposes  at  last  Annual 

Meeting $6976         $18723 

Amount  vot^d  for  Building  and  B.epairs 530  548- 

Four  new  school-houses  have  been  completed.  One  at  Stony 
Island,  designed  for  a  graded  school,  has  two  apartments  each  about 
23  by  26  feet,  spacious  lobbies 'with  the  usual  conveniences,  suitable 
desks  and  seats  of  approved  pattern,  and  other  appliances  that  will 
largely  tend  to  facilitate  the  work  of  teachers.  Both  departments  are 
occupied  this  term,  and  the  attendance  is  large.  Another  at  North 
East  Harbor  about  28  by  34  feet,  with  one  apartment  for  a  miscel- 
laneous school.  It  is  substantially  built,  nicely  furnished  and  has  been 
used  for  school  purposes  the  past  term.  A  third  at  Port  Saxon,  23  x 
32  feet,  it  is  also  well  and  appropriately  furnished.  The  fourth  at 
Villagedale,  23  by  30  feet,  is  nicely  furnished  and  well  fitted  to  suit 
the  requirements  of  pupils  of  different  ages  and  sizes.  Repairs  have 
been  made  and  new  furniture  procured  in  a  few  others,  so  that,  on 
the  whole,  the  school-houses  throughout  the  District  are  mostly  in 
good  condition.  It  may  be  further  stated  that  improvements  have 
been  effected  in  the  Academic  building  at  Yarmouth  and  that  an 
apparatus  has  been  provided  for  heating  the  several  rooms  by  steam 
generated  in  the  basement. 

The  Academy  at  Shelburne  was  continued  under  the  official 
management  of  H.  Mcintosh,  Esq.,  until  the  close  of  the  Summer 
Term.  Those  of  his  pupils  that  attended  the  examination  for  teachers 
proved,  by  their  success,  the  thoroughness  of  the  instruction  they  re- 
ceived. The  teachers  of  the  subordinate  departments  also  performed 
the  duties  assigned  them  with  much  ability,  and  the  grade  exercises 
of  the  pupils  evinced  decided  improvement. 

The  Academic  Institution  at  Yarmouth  is  also  in  a  prosperous 
condition.  The  Head  Master  is  indefatigably  devoted  to  his  profes- 
sional work.  His  careful  supervision  of  all  the  departments,  the 
systematic  grading  he  adopts,  the  thorough  training  that  he  aims  to 
secure,  and  the  rigid  test  examination  for  promotion  which  he  enforces, 
tend  to  the  best  results,  and  admirably  qualify  the  pupils  for  the  High 
School  work  in  which  he  effectually  instructs  them.  In  addition  to 
the  usual  branches  considerable  attention  is  given  to  the  study  of  the 
French  and  German  Languages  and  to  English  Literature,  in  which 
some  of  the  pupils  have  acquitted  themselves  very  creditably. 

The  other  teachers  of  this  institution  labour  with  earnestness  in 
their  own  <lepartments,  thus  securing  continuous  progress  throughout 
the  whole. 
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The  school  at  Milton,  with  seven  departments  and  a  superior  staff 
of  teachers,  is  most  efficiently  conducted,  well  graded,  and  in  its 
^vanced  department  the  branches  of  a  High  School  are  regularly 
taught. 

The  Lower  Town  School  is  also  suitably  graded,  having  six  de- 
partments, and  the  work  of  each  is  eflfectually  performed. 

The  school  at  Lockeport  merits  special  mention  as,  besides  the 
higher  branches  of  the  Common  School  Course,  instruction  is  given 
in  most,  if  not  all,  of  the  branches  taught  in  many  of  the  County 
academies.  The  head  teacher  is  most  unceasing  in  his  efforts  to 
advance  the  educational  interests  of  his  pupils,  and  to  infuse  into 
•them  a  desire  for  intellectual  advancement  corresponding  to  the 
general  progress  of  the  locality  in  civil  affairs. 

The  graded  schools  of  the  Passage  Head  and  Hibbard's  Brook 
Sections  in  Barrington  may  well  be  referred  to,  in  each  of  which  the 
instruction  imparted  is  of  a  superior  character.  Several  of  the  pupils 
obtained  licenses,  one  of  the  first-class,  at  the  last  examinations  for 
teachers  ;  and  others  are  preparing  to  test  their  fitness  next  year. 

In  Yarmouth  County,  apart  from  the  Town  Schools,  the  most 
important  graded  are  Hebron,  Ohio,  Maitland  and  Tusket  schtiols, 
in  all  of  which  the  advanced  branches  are  taught.      Much  ability  is' 
•displayed  in  the  methods  of  instruction  and  commendable  improve- 
ment is  manifest  among  the  pupils. 

It  would  seem  only  just  that  special  recognition  should  be 
given  to  such  graded  schools  as  those  mentioned,  as  in  them  much 
of  the  work  of  higher  institutions  is  performed. 

The  schools  in  the  Acadian  French  Sections  have  been  much 
improved  and,  almost  without  exception,  have  been  sustained  through- 
out the  year.  The  attendance  is  better  than  in  most  other  Sections. 
Six  of  them  are  grraded,  two  at  Pubnico,  one  at  Eelbrook,  and  three 
at  the  Wedge.  Those  taught  by  the  Sisters  of  Charity  of  St.  Peter's 
Convent  at  Pubnico,  and  St.  Anne's  Convent  at  Eelbrook,  are 
admirably  conducted.  Instruction  in  the  several  branches  of  the 
Course  of  Study  is  given  in  both  the  French  and  English  Languages. 
Excellence  in  writing,  map-drawing  and  linear-drawing  were  specially 
noticeable ;  and  in  the  other  subjects  of  the  course  the  pupils  dis- 
played a  ready  aptness  that  plainly  indicated  the  careful  training 
they  had  received.  Another  marked  feature  was  the  polite  behaviour 
of  the  scholai-s  both  in  and  out  of  school,  an  evidence  of  refinement 
worthy  of  imitation  in  many  other  sections. 

The  supply  of  teachers  who  can  speak  and  teach  in  both  French 
and  English  is  being  augmented,  four  persons  having  received  licenses 
j&t  the  Normal  School  last  Spring,  and  six  others,  from  the  schools 
above  named,  at  the  Summer  examinations.  From  these  the  schools 
£Lve  being  supplied  this  Winter  without  having  recourse  to  permissive 
licenses-     We  trust  that  hereafter  the  latter  will  seldom  be  required. 
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Of  books  and  apparatus  I  am  happy  to  report  more  favorably 
than  heretofore.  Many  parents  are  seemingly  being  convinced  of  the 
necessity  of  providing  these  aids  to  knowledge  for  their  children^ 
hence  the  supply  is  rather  better.  Trustees  also  are  awakening  to  a 
realization  of  the  special  need  of  more  and  better  school  material  so 
that  in  some  instances,  text  books  for  teacher's  desks,  good  sized  wall 
maps  and  improved  black  boards,  have  been  procured. 

The  new  grammar  is  now  in  use  in  most  of  the  schools.  Some- 
times it  is  put  too  soon  into  the  hands  of  children,  and  they  are 
required  to  memorize  much  more  than  is  necessary.  Many  teachers 
have  been  requested  instead  of  pursuing  this  method,  to  impart  such 
oral  instruction  as  suggested  in  the  first  part  of  the  text-book  and 
gradually  lead  pupils  into  a  knowledge  of  the  practical  utility  of  the 
sul?ject  before  requiring  them  to  take  up  the  more  advanced  portion. 
The  New  History  of  England  will,  it  is  anticipated,  prove  well 
adapted  to  the  purpose  for  which  it  is  designed.  If  a  similiar  change 
were  made  in  the  Geographies,  including  the  general  subjects  of  both 
now  in  use  into  one  of  medium  size,  with  more  map  surface,  it  would 
lessen  expense  and  possibly  be  more  satisfactory  as  a  text-book. 

The  Course  of  Study  is  being  more  carefully  followed-  Some  of 
the  teachers  still  persistently  refuse  to  recognize  its  utility  or  follow 
its  grading.  Those  that  do  adopt  it  usually  have  the  better  schools 
and  the  several  branches  are  more  uniformly  taught.  In  many 
instances  readincj  is  in  advance  of  other  crrade  work  and  arithmetic 
behind.  Oral  lessons  are  not  so  well  prepared  or  frequently  given 
as  requisite,  though  in  some  instances  the  subjects  are  intelligently 
studied  and  arranged,  and  the  lessons  are  rendered  very  instructive. 
Considerable  attention  is  paid  to  outline  drawing  and  evident  improve- 
ment both  on  the  part  of  teachers  and  pupils  is  seen  each  successive 
term.  Smith's  Manual  is  now  almost  wholly  in  use.  The  supplying 
of  Trustees  with  the  new  School  Manual  just  before  the  Annual 
Meetings  proved  of  essential  service,  enabling  ratepayers  to  decide 
matters  at  issue  in  regard  to  schools  without  difficulty.  The  Act 
relating  to  compulsory  attendance  was  adopted  in  about  one-third 
of  the  school  Sections.  It  appears  to  have  a  salutary  effect,  for 
though  no  prosecutions  have  occurred,  yet  it  reminds  parents  of  what 
might  happen  if  they  neglect  securing  for  their  children  the  means 
of  education  afforded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  C.  A.  DOANE, 
To  David  Allison,  Esq.,  Ll.  D. 

Superintendent  of  Education. 
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DISTRICT  No.  4.— DIGBY  AND  ANNAPOLIS. 

L.  S.  Morse,  Inspector, 
Sir,— 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  Report  of  the  state  of 
the  Public  Schools  in  Inspectoral  District  No.  4,  for  the  year  ended 
October,  31st,  A.  D.,  1884. 

The  number  of  Sections  in  this  Inspectoral  District  is  oue  hun- 
dred and  seventy-eight,  being  one  less  than  number  last  reported. 
The  decrease  occurred  in  the  District  of  Digby  in  consequence  of  the 
union  of  Powell  and  Hibert  Sections  on  Long  Island,  by  order  of  the 
Board  of  Commissioners,  on  petition  of  the  rate-payers.  It  is  expected 
that  the  united  Section  will  now  be  able  to  maintain  an  efficient 
school  throughout  the  year.  The  rate-payers  at  the  last  annual 
meeting  voted  sufficient  funds  to  provide  accommodation  suitable 
to  the  needs  of  the  Sections. 

In  the  matter  of  apparatus  a  deficiency  exists.  Trustees  and 
rate-payers  in  liiany  Sections  are  backward  in  providing  apparatus, 
which  is  essential  to  the  successful  working  of  the  school.  In  view 
of  the  fact  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  funds  by  which  the  public 
schools  are  maintained  is  derived  from  the  Givernment  and  County 
grants,  it  is  essential  that  the  Legislature,  which  originated  these 
grants,  should  provide  means  by  which  the  best  possible  results  may 
be  derived  from  such  a  large  outlay  of  public  money.  An  enactment 
should  be  passed,  whereby  Sections  could  be  compelled  to  provide  a 
certain  specified  quantity  of  apparatus.  This  could  be  accomplished 
by  empowering  the  Superintendent  of  Education,  through  the 
Inspectors  of  Schools,  to  provide  the  neccessary  apparatus  in  cases  in 
which  a  deficiency  exists,  and  deduct  the  cost  thereof  from  the 
County  Grant. 

With  few  exceptions  the  teachers  have  done  creditable  work  dur- 
ing the  year.  As  a  class,  they  possess  a  fair  measure  of  skill,  and  have 
been  tolerably  sucessf ul.  A  few  appear  to  possess  but  little  aptitude 
for  imparting  instruction,  there  are  others  who  possess  this  faculty 
in  a  high  degree,  and  as  a  result,  have  performed  work  of  an  emin- 
ently creditable  character.  To  mention  names  might  be  invidious. 
A  discriminating  public  soon  finds  out  those  who  are  deserving  of 
praise  and  patronage. 

The  practice  which  prevails  in  some  sections  of  changing  teachers 
every  term  or  year,  is  much  to  be  regretted.  In  some  instances  such 
a  course  may  prove  beneficial  to  the  Section,  but  it  frequently  results 
in  sending  teachers  of  acknowledged  merit  to  schools  that  are  suffer- 
ing from  the  evil  effects  of  former  injudicious  methods  of  instruction, 
or  to  schools  wherein  the  pupils,  although  successfully  taught  by  the 
previous  incumbent,  may  be  materially  retarded  while  forming  the 
acquaintance  of  the  new  teacher  and  his  method  of  procedure. 

Another  circumstance  militating  against  the  succass  of  our  school 
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system,  is  the  comparatively  short  period  of  service  of  a  great 
majority  of  the  teachers.  As  soon  as  the  experience  and  skill  neces- 
sary for  achieving  success  are  obtained,  teachers  as  a  rule  seek  other 
spheres  of  labor.  We  have  not  to  look  far  in  order  to  obtain  a  satis- 
factory reason  for  this,  the  frequent  changes  made  by  Trustees,  but 
more  particularly  the  low  salaries  which  their  services  command,  have 
a  disheartening  effect  upon  teachers,  and  cause  them  to  seek  in  other 
vocations  a  more  adequate  rewaid.  Trustees  and  rate-payers  as  a 
lule  do  not  discriminate  sufficiently  between  experience  and  inexper- 
ience, between  aptitude  in  imparting  instruction  and  maintaining 
discipline,  and  the  lack  of  those  important  elements.  Teachers  of 
experience  and  skill  are  often  obliged  to  compete  at  too  great  odds 
with  those  having  no  experience.  It  cannot  be  expected  that 
Trustees  can  long  retain  the  services  of  the  best  talent  in  the 
profession  at  the  low  salaries  now  paid  in  most  Sections.  These 
remarks  have  been  elicited  in  consequence  of  the  facts  disclosed  in 
Table  IX  of  the  Statistics  for  the  year,  showing  the  average  annual 
salaries  of  teachers  in  the  different  grades,  but  more  particularly  in 
the  abstract  upon  which  that  table  is  based. 

Although  the  number  of  applicants  obtaining  licenses  to  teach  at 
each  yearly  examination  is  comparatively  large,  yet  this  number 
scarcely  suffices  to  fill  the  places  of  those  leaving  the  profession.  In 
consequence  of  this  I  have  been  obliged  in  the  interest  of  the  public 
to  recommend  the  granting  of  several  "  permissive  licenses.''  The 
holders  of  them,  wi^h  one  or  two  exceptions,  have  given  satisfaction 
to  the  Sections  where  employed,  and  as  far  as  my  inspection  would 
permit  me  to  judge,  have  discharged  their  duties  as  creditably  as 
could  reasonably  be  expected. 

The  Course  of  Study  has  been  adopted  with  satisfactory  results 
in  the  graded  schools  of  this  District.  In  the  miscellaneous  schools, 
however,  but  few  of  the  teachers  have  succeeded  in  adopting  it 
as  a  whole.  Some  teachers  use  it  as  a  guide  in  the  classification  of 
their  schools.  It  is  found  in  many  schools  that  pupils  are  reading 
in  books  one  (/r  two  numbers  in  advance  of  what  their  knowledge  of 
the  subject  demands,  and  that  they  have  been  pushed  forward  too 
rapidly  in  proportion  to  their  acquirements  in  other  branches.  When 
this  is  the  case  teachers  find  difficulty  in  adopting  the  classification 
required  by  the  Course  of  Study,  inasmuch  as  most  parents  look  with 
disfavour  upon  any  attempt  to  put  their  children  back  to  their  proper 
position.  In  these  cases  I  have  urged  upon  teachers  the  necessity  of 
giving  much  attention  to  those  branches  in  which  pupils  are  deficient, 
and  by  this  means  gradually  bring  the  classification  of  their  schools 
up  to  the  standard  prescribed.  It  is  to  be  feared,  however,  that  the 
difficulty  mentioned  will  continue  to  exist  to  a  greater  or  less  extent, 
while  so  large  a  proportion  of  the  schools  are  in  charge  of  inexpe- 
rienced and  untrained  teachers. 

In  the  matter  of  studies  pursued  in  the  schools  it  is  necessary  for 
rue  to  report  that, 

Reading,  though  first  in  order,  does  not  receive  that  attention  in 
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many  schools  which  its  importance  demands.  The  amount  of  time 
spent  upon  this  branch  by  teachers  and  pupils  is  very  considerable, 
quite  as  much  perhaps,  as  should  be  bestowed  upon  it.  The  quality 
of  the  work  done,  however,  is  in  some  cases  quite  inferior.  Little 
attention  is  paid  by  some  teachers  to  the  correct  and  distinct  enuncia- 
tion of  all  the  sounds  contained  in  the  words  uttered.  Emphasis, 
inflections  and  the  other  essentials  of  good  reading,  are  not  receiving 
at  the  hands  of  the  teachers  referred  to,  that  attention  which  should 
be  bestowed  upon  them.  Words  are  read  by  their  pupils,  not  the 
thoughts  which  those  words  are  intended  to  convey.  I  have  always 
urged  upon  such  teachers  the  importance  of  attending  to  the  essen- 
tials &s  soon  as  pupils  begin  to  learn  this  branch.  If  this  were 
attended  to,  as  it  should  be,  there  would  be  no  cause  to  complain  of 
pupils  being  found  reading  in  books  tod  far  advanced  for  their 
acquirements.  Before  passing  to  another  subject,  permit  me  to  do 
justice  to  a  number  of  the  teachers  of  this  District  by  saying  that  this 
important  branch  receives  due  attention  at  their  hands,  and  that  the 
pupils  under  the  charge  of  a  few  of  the  teachers  are  being  trained  to 
a  high  state  of  proficiency  in  the  particulars  above  mentioned. 

Spelling  is  fairly  well  taught  in  most  schools,  although  written 
dictation  exercises  do  not  form  as  important  a  factor  in  daily  school 
work  as  we  could  wish.  There  is  a  tendency  on  the  part  of  a  few 
teachers  to  substitute  a  small  dictionary  in  the  place  of  the  prescribed 
spelling  book,  a  practice  of  which  I  have  invariably  disapproved  for 
obvious  reasons. 

Writing  engages  the  attention  of  a  large  proportion  of  the 
pupils.  Beatty  s  and  the  Royal  Series  of  Copy  Books  are  in-general 
use,  having  almost  entirely  superseded  Payson,  Dunton  &  Scribner's 
Series.  A  few  teachers  succeed  well  in  teaching  this  branch.  In 
many  schools  the  pupils  receive  but  little  instruction  in  regard  to 
the  elementary  principles  which  enter  into  the  formation  of  letters, 
and  are  obliged  to  depend  almost  solely  upon  the  copy  before  them. 

^Arithmetic  is  taught  in  a  satisfactory  manner  in  a  fair  propor- 
tion of  the  schools.  Some  teachers,  however,  do  not  ground  their 
pupils  sufficiently  in  the  'principles  of  the  science.  In  these  cases  I 
have  found  no  proper  classification  of  pupils,  and  little  or  no  use  made 
of  the  black-board. 

Geogi*aphy,  I  find  that  a  considerable  proportion  of  the  teachers 
have  a  mania,  when  using  Calkin's  advanced  text  book,  for  beginning 
at  North  America.  That  most  interesting,  attractive  and  useful 
part  of  the  work  devoted  to  the  "Earth  as  a  Planet,"  and  to  "  Physi- 
cal Geography,"  which  deservedly  occupies  the  first  and  most 
prominent  place  in  the  text,  receives  much  less  attention  than  its 
importance  demands.  I  have  endeavored  to  impress  on  the  teachers 
referred  to,  the  necessity  of  giving  these  subjects  that  prominence 
which  the  author  intended.  This  subject  properly  taught  demands 
from  pupils  considerable  thought  and  not  a  mere  effort  of  memory, 
such  as  is  usually  required  in  the  attempt  to  learn  names  of  places  and 
descriptive  facts. 
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Drawing,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  is  undertaken  in  most 
schools.  More  than  half  of  the  pupils  registered  are  reported  as 
having  received  instruction  in  this  comparatively  new  department  of 
common  school  study.  As  a  large  majority  of  the  teachers  have  never 
received  instruction  in  this  branch,  it  cannot  be  expected  that  the 
work  done  is  faultless.  During  the  past  two  years  since  the  Course 
of  Study  has  been  prescribed,  nearly  every  school  in  this  District  has 
been  supplied  with  a  copy  of  the  Manual  of  Drawing,  with  the  result 
above  indicated. 

Grammar.  Not  one-half  of  the  pupils  registered  are  reported  as 
studying  this  branch.  The  new  text-book  now  being  introduced 
will,  it  is  hoped,  be  the  means  of  materially  aiding  young  teachera  in 
giving  the  elementary  oral  instruction,  which  should  precede  the  use 
of  the  text-book. 

In  regard  to  the  French  schools  of  this  District,  I  have  but  little 
to  say  in  addition  to  what  was  contained  in  my  last  report.  The 
progress  of  the  pupils  attending  these  schools  is  necessarily  slower 
than  that  made  by  the  pupils  attending  the  English  schools.  It  could 
not  be  otherwise,  since  both  languages  must  be  taught.  Several  of 
these  schools  are  far  too  large  for  one  teacher,  even  with  the  aid  of  an 
assistant,  to  manage  successiully.  I  have  been  urging  the  necessity  of 
grading  these  schools,  but  without  practical  results  thus  far.  It  will 
shortly  become  my  duty,  if  it  is  not  so  already,  to  lay  the  matter 
before  the  Board  of  Commissioners,  and  ask  its  assistance  to  aid  in 
attaining  the  desired  object. 

The.  daily  attendance  at  school  was  a  little  better  than  it  had 
been  in  the  past.  The  percentage  of  enrolled  pupils  daily  present 
was  60.4  during  the  Winter  Term,  and  60.1  during  the  Summer 
Term.  The  number  of  children  between  five  and  fifteen  years  of 
age  reported  not  at  school  in  sections  having  schools,  was  1 435  for 
the  Winter  Term,  and  1262  for  the  Summer  Term,  being  nearly  tvx) 
hundred  less  than  the  number  reported  for  the  previous  year.  The 
attendance  of  pupils,  as  well  as  the  condition  of  the  schools  generally, 
is  better  in  Annapolis  than  in  Digby  County,  although  there  are  a 
few  schools  in  the  latter  County  which  rank  on  an  equality  with  the 
best  schools  in  the  former. 

"The  Act  to  Secure  better  Attendance  at  Public  Schools,"  which 
had  been  adopted  in  some  sections,  is  doubtless  the  cause  of  the  in- 
creased regularity  in  attendance.  The  Act,  however,  is  not  receiving 
that  attention  which  was  anticipated.  At  this  writing  I  have 
received  the  minutes  of  the  last  annual  meeting  from  forty  sections 
only  in  this  District.  On  examination  I  find  that  at  thirty -nine  of 
these  meetings  the  resolution  in  schedule  A  was  not  submitted  to 
the  voters  present,  and  that  in  the  fortieth  instance  it  was  submitted 
and  adopted  unanimously.  In  a  few  other  cases  it  has  come  to  my 
knowledge  that  the  Act  was  adopted,  but  as  to  the  exact  number  of 
sections  in  which  it  is  now  in  force,  I  am  at  present  unable  to  report, 
for  the  reason  above  stated.  The  results  above  indicated  cannot 
justly  be  taken  as  an  indication  of  the  unpopularity  of  the  measure, 
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but  must  be  attributed  largely  to  failure  of  the  proper  party  to 
submit  the  same  to  the  judgment  of  the  rate-payers.  I  am  persuaded 
that  the  Act  would  be  adopted  in  a  large  majority  of  the  Sections^ 
if  properly  explained  and  submitted  to  the  annual  meetings.  The 
provisions  of  this  law  are  so  reasonable  that  they  should  be  made 
compulsory  in  all  cases. 

The  County  Academies  at  Annapolis  and  Digby  have  been  in 
charge  of  Mr.  Alexander  McRae  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Magee  respectivelj':. 
As  these  institutions  have  been  visited  and  examined  by  yourself 
during  the  year,  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  report  specially  upon 
their  condition.  The  attendance  from  outside  sections  is  no  larger 
than  that  formerly  reported.  In  view  of  this  it  cannot  be  claimed 
that  these  institutions  are  fulfilling  the  expectations  of  those  instru- 
mental in  their  establishment. 

The  Teachers*  Association  held  its  annual  meeting  at  Bridge- 
town on  the  1st  and  2nd  days  of  May.  The  attendance  was  good, 
and  the  interest  maintained  throughout  each  session.  Interesting 
and  creditably  prepared  papers  on  the  following  topics  were  read, 
viz. :  "  A  Theory  of  School  Government,"  by  Mr.  J.  Alonzo  Banks ; 
"  Negative  Duties  of  the  Teacher  in  regard  to  his  Health/'  by  Mr. 
M.  H.  Clarke ;  "  Progress — the  Watchword  of  the  Teacher,"  by  Mr. 
Lenfest  Ruggles ;  "  School  Management,"  by  Mr.  W.  E.  Reade ;  and 
"  Consti'uction  and  Advantages  of  Time-Tables,"  by  Mr.  W.  Lloyd 
McGregor.  An  Object  Lesson  on  "  The  Oyster "  was  given  ^jy  Miss 
Augusta  L.  Palfrey  to  a  class  of  pupils  in  a  manner  which  elicited 
well -merited  praise  from  the  teachers  present.  Mr.  A.  D.  Brown  also 
gave  "  An  Illustrative  Lesson  "  on  the  combustion  of  a  burninor  taper, 
with  some  original  experiments,  from  notes  prepared  by  Miss  Susie 
Bonnyman  (now  Mrs.  Fellows),  who  was  unable  to  be  present  to  give 
the  lesson  in  person  owing  to  illness.  Tliis  lesson  was  one  of  the  most 
interesting  features  of  the  Association.  The  prompt  manner  in  which 
the  various  subjects  brought  before  the  meetings  were  discussed,  was 
creditable  to  all  concerned.  The  presence  and  active  co-operation  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Education  was  much  appreciated.  At  a  public 
meeting  held  under  the  auspices  of  the  Association,  some  of  the 
educational  problems  of  the  day,  connected  more  particularly  with 
the  public  school  system  of  the  Province,  were  discussed  by  the 
learned  Superintendent  in  such  a  manner  as  to  create  a  most  favor- 
able impression  on  the  minds  of  his  audience. 

Among  the  topics  incidentally  brought  b^ore  the  Association 
was  that  relating  to  the  right  of  teachers  to  inflict  corporal  punish- 
ment. This  subject  was  brought  up  in  consequence  of  the  fact,  that, 
within  a  few  years,  several  cases  have  occurred  in  which  teachers  have 
been  summoned  into  the  Magistrates*  Courts,  and,  as  was  thought, 
wrongfully  fined  for  inflicting  that  corporal  punishment  which  they 
considered  necessary  and  proper  for  the  preservation  of  order  and 
discipline.  As  a  result  of  these  cases,  an  erroneous  impression 
is  prevailing  in  different  communities  with  respect  to  the  teacher  s 
powers  in  this  regard.  Inasmuch  as  the  teacher  hxis  the  power  to 
inflict  such  punishment  within  reasonable  limits,  it  was  decided  by 
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the  unanimous  voice  of  the  Association  that  the  Legislature  be 
petitioned  to  provide  a  tribunal  for  the  trial  of  cases  of  this  kind,  of 
which  the  judge  shall  be  cognizant  of  the  principles  of  the  common 
law  applicable  thereto,  and  more  competent  to  weigh  the  evidence 
and  mete  out  justice  to  the  parties  concerned  than  some  of  the 
magistrates  now  holding  office. 

The  subject  of  increasing  the  efficiency  of  the  Normal  School  was 
also  brought  forward  and  urged  upon  the  attention  of  the  Associa- 
tion by  Mr.  W.  H.  Magee,  a  graduate  of  that  institution,  who  argued 
that  too  much  prominence  was  now  given  to  the  preparation  of  can- 
didates for  examination,  and  that,  as  a  consequence,  the  legitimate 
functions  of  a  normal  school — the  training  of  teachers  in  the  art  of 
teaching — could  not,  under  present  conditions,  receive  sufficient 
attention.  A  resolution  moved  by  Mr.  Magee  to  the  effect  that  the 
proper  authorities  be  requested  to  raise  the  entrance  examination  to 
the  Normal  School,  and  thereby  cause  the  attention  of  the  teachers 
in  that  institution  to  be  given  more  exclusively  to  instruction  in  the 
art  of  teaching,  and  to  grant  to  teachera  graduating  therefrom  an 
extra  allowance  from  the  public  funds,  received  the  assent  of  the 
Association. 

The  new  school  Manual  lately  issued  has  been  mailed  to  every 
Board  of  Trustees,  as  directed.  It  will  supply  a  want  long  felt, 
inasmuch  as  some  Sections  had  been  for  some  time  without  a  copy 
of  the  law. 

The  duties  of  my  office  Jiave  kept  me  busily  employed  during  the 
year.  In  a  few  cases  I  have  been  unable  to  inspect  schools  in  con- 
sequence of  their  not  having  opened  for  the  term,  or  having  closed 
previous  to  my  tour  of  inspection  in  their  vicinity.  During  the 
Summer  Term  I  was  obliged  to  pass  by  one  school,  that  at  Dalhousie 
East,  in  consequence  of  the  remoteness  of  the  school-house,  the  bad 
state  of  the  roads,  and  the  shortness  of  time  at  my  disposal.  For 
more  detailed  information  on  the  subject  of  inspection  you  will  please 
turn  to  my  Notes  of  Inspection  and  Monthly  Reports  for  the  year. 

As  some  dissatisfaction  exists  among  teachers  of  miscellaneous 
schools  in  regard  to  the  seeming  discrimination  against  them  with 
respect  to  the  summer  vacation,  I  would  recommend  that  the  privi- 
lege now  accorded  to  teachers  of  graded  schools,  with  consent  of 
Trustees,  be  made  universal.  Some  Boards  of  Trustees  would  gladly 
grant  the  extra  weeks,  and  teachers  generally  would  be  satisfi^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

L.  S.  MORSE 
David  Allison,  Esq.  Ll.  D. 

Superintendent  of  Educaiion^ 
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DISTRICT  No.   5.— KINGS  AND  HANTSi 

Colin  W.  Roscoe,  Inspector. 

Sir,— 

Three-fourths  of  the  schools  in  the  Counties  of  Hants  and 
Kngs  are  miscellaneous  schools.  One  teacher  only  is  employed  in 
each  of  them,  except  in  rare  instances  an  assistant  is  procured  to 
teach  some  of  the  more  elementary  classes.  The  work  in  many  of 
♦hese  schools  covers  the  entire  "  Common  School  Course,"  and  noi 
infrequently  includes  part  of  the  "  High  School  Course."  It  is  diffi- 
cult indeed  to  so  classify  such  schools  as  to  do  the  most  and  the  best 
work  under  the  circumstances.  I  find  those  conducted  most  nearly 
in  accordance  with  the  "  Prescribed  Course  "  accomplishing  the  best 
results.  Some  teachers  say  it  is  i/mpoasible  to  adopt  the  Course. 
Others  have  been  gradually  grading  up  until  they  are  fairly  running 
under  it.  These^have  classified  and  re-^lassijied,  reduced  the  number 
of  reading  classes,  grouped  together,  so  as  to  suit  the  arithmetic, 
reserved  time  for  oral  instruction,  and  in  short  cidopted  the  **  New 
Course "  as  a  guide  for  easy  and  successful  work.  Such  teachers 
give  their  opinion  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  "Course  of  Study." 
Teachers  who  are  willing  to  lay  themselves  out  to  adopt  it  will  be 
well  repaid  for  their  efforts ;  while  those  who  are  contented  to  let 
the  school  drift  as  aforetime,  must  soon  take  a  back  seat.  Trustees 
are  not  slow  to  recognize  the  vast  difference  between  the  former  and 
the  latter  class  of  teachers.  It  is  being  admitted  on  all  sides,  thai 
the  teacher  who  takes  time  at  the  outset  to  plan  his  work,  and  does 
it  systematically,  will  prove  most  useful  in  any  kind  of  a  school.  The 
amount  of  work  done  m  some  schools,  under  very  unfavorable  circum- 
stances, is  really  marvellous.  After  doing  all  the  regular  school  work, 
fragments  of  time,  and  time  after  school,  are  devoted  to  the  prepara- 
tion of  candidates  for  licenses.  These  candidates  generally  succeed, 
because  the  teacher  means  "  business."  He  does  not  beat  the  air. 
He  hits  the  mark  each  time.  All  his  work  counts,  because  he  has  an 
aim  in  view.  The  value  of  such  a  teacher  is  not  easily  computed. 
I  have  some  poor  miscellaneous  schools,  but  I  have  many  excellent) 
ones.     As  a  whole  they  are  good. 

More  is  expected  from  the  graded  schools,  and  more  is  done  in 
them.  The  salaries  paid  are  in  advance  of  those  paid  in  the  miscel- 
laneous schools:  and  more  time  is  allotted  to  each  branch  of  study, 
so  that  teachers  regard  it  quite  an  advantage  to  obtain  a  situation  as 
principal  of  one  of  these  schools.  Often  times  they  are  held  up  as  a 
reward  to  the  faithful.  As  soon  as  a  teacher  makes  a  name  for  him- 
self, his  services  are  sought  for  some  position  in  the  higher  schools. 
The  fact  that  there  are  not  more  of  these  desirable  situations,  with 
good  salaries  attached,  accounts  for  so  many  of  the  best  teachers 
leaving  and  going  to  Halifax  and  Yarmouth,  where  better  induce- 
ments are  offered.    The  number  of  graded  schools  in  Kings  County 
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for  the  past  Winter  Term  was  12,  representing  27  departments, 
These  were:  Somerset,  Berwick,  Waterville,  Kentville,  Canning, 
Wolfville,  Lockhartville,  Woodville,  Harborville,  Sheffield's  Milk, 
Upper  Canard  and  Gaspereaux.  The  last  five  were  conducted  as 
miscellaneous  in  summer,  and  Hants  Border  was  added  to  the  gi-aded 
schools,  making  8  for  the  term,  with  19  departments.  Kentville  has 
4  departments,  Wolfville  3,  and  the  rest  2  each. 

Hants  County  had  13  graded  schools  in  Winter,  representing  33 
departments.  These  were,  Windsor,  Falmouth  Centre,  Hantsport, 
Avondale,  Brooklyn,  Summerville,  Cheverie,  Shubenacadie,  Rockville, 
Maitland,  Upper  Selma,  Lower  Selma,  and  West  Noel.  Brooklyn  and 
Lower  Selma  had  miscellaneous  schools  in  Summer,  and  Maitland  and 
Hantsport  added  one  department  each.  Thus  there  were  11  graded 
schools  in  summer  and  32  departments.  Windsor  has  8  departments; 
Hantsport,  5  ;  Maitland  3 ;  and  the  rest  2  each.  Harborville  has  the 
only  graded  school  on  the  North  Mountain,  in  Kings  County. 
Summerville  and  West  Noel  were  added  to  the  list  of  graded  schools 
in  Hants  Cotinty  for  the  past  year.  Poplar  Qrove  will  grade  its 
school  for  the  ensuing  Winter.  These  schools  follow  the  Course  of 
Study  pretty  closely  and  find  it  Well  adapted  to  their  Wants.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  that  its  provisions  were  a  necessity  and  a  more 
rigid  adherence  to  them  would  be  an  improvement. 

WINTER  TERM. 
Ejngs  County.  Hants  County. 

No.  Schools  in  session. . .       105  No,  Schools  in  session.. .       104 

Pupils  Registered 4613        Pupils  Registered 4462 

No.  Teachers  employed . .       110        No.  Teachers 105 

No.  Assistants        "       . .  2        Attendance  (days) 277838 

Attendance  (days) 293215 

SUMMER  TERM. 
Kings  County.  Hants  County. 

No.  Schools  in  session.* ,       109        No.  Schools  in  session.. .       112 

Pupils  Registered 4416        Pupils  Registered 4922 

No.  Teachers  employed . .       112         No.  Teachers  employed . .       116 

Attendance  (days) 256515         No.  Assistants 2 

Attendance  (days) 289956 

Classification  of  Teachers. 
KiNOs  County. 

winter.  Samther. 

A.    B.    C.    D.    Total      A.    B.    C.     D.    Total. 

Male...... 1     17    23      S      46  1     8      9       1       19 

Female..... 0      1     33     29      63  0     2    48     43      93 


Total 1     18    56    34     109  1    10   57    44       118 
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Hants  County. 

Male 1     17     10      3      31         1     16      8      2        27 

Female q      4     43     27      74        0      4     48     37        89 


Total 1     21    53     30     105       1      20     56     39      116 

Scfioold, — The  schools,  with  few  exceptions,  have  been  regularly 
and  well  conducted.  The  kind  of  school  depends  very  much  upon 
the  kind  of  trustees  which  the  Section  elects.  Those  having  children 
to  educate,  and  thus  having  a  direct  interest  in  the  school,  will  exert 
themselves  to  provide  a  good  school  for  the  Section.  A  great 
mistake  of  to-day  is  the  carelessness  with  which  trustees  are  selected. 
Elect  good  men  as  trustees,  and  in  most  cases  good  teachers  and 

?[Ood  schools  will  be  the  result.     Every  variety  of  school  is  to  be 
ound  in  this  District,  from  the  one  composed  of  20  colored  children 
to  the  graded  school  of  8  departments;  giving  instruction  to  500 
children.     The   two   weakest   of  these  are   Pine  Woods,  in  Kings 
County,  and  Five-Mile  Plains  in  Hants.     Special  aid  is  granted  these 
colored  schools  from   the  County  Fund.    The  former  had  school  9 
months  and  the  latter  6  of  the  past  year.     In  these  are  taught  the 
elemements  of  geography  and  grammar,  in  adddition  to  reading, 
writing  and  arithmetic.      The  two  strongest  are  the  academies  in 
Kentville  and  Windsor.     The   academic  department  of  the  former 
was  in  charge  of  Mr.  G.  W.  Dill  from  Nov.   1st  till  Christmas,  and 
for  the  remainder  of  the  winter  Mr.   John  F.  Godfrey  taught  it« 
Mr.  Angus  McLeod  taught  for  the  Summer.     He  has  proved  to  be 
an  earnest  and  thorough  teacher,  and  is  to  be  continued  for  next 
year.     Saould  the  trustees  and  parents  sanction  his  authority  and 
encourage  him  in  his   eflforts,  he  will  not  only  sustain,   but  will 
advance,  the  standard  of  the  academy.     Mr.  H.  C.  Elliott  has  been 
principal  of  the  academic  department  of  Windsor  School  throughout 
the  year.     He  has  won  the  good  opinions  of  his  pupils  and  the  people 
of  the  town  who  have  formed  his  acquaintance.     His  co-workers 
prized  highly  his  efforts  for  the  discipline  and  advancement  of  the 
various  departments  of  the  school.     One  of  his  pupils  secured  an 
exhibition   at  the  entrance  examination   of  Dalhousie   College.     I 
regret  that  impaired  health  compels  him  to  resign  the  principalship 
for  a  time.     The  fear  of  making  too  extended  a  report  prevents  a 
special  reference  to  each  school  meriting  such  notice.     The  number 
of  Sections  having  no  school  for  any  part  of  the  year  was,  in  Kings 
Co.,  6,  and  in  Hants  4.      Eighty-three  schools  in  Kings  Co.  were  in 
session  for  more  than  100  days  for  each  term  of  the  year.     Hantd 
Co.  had  97  in  Winter  and  95  in  Summer  that  exceeded  100  days 
each. 

Average  Annual  Salaries,  including  Government  Grant. 

MALES.  females. 

A  &  B.  C.  D.  B.  C.  D. 

Kings  Co $466.62  $333.00  $242.50  $300.00  $244.60  $160.00 

Hants  Co 440.32  316.00  240.00  335.00  238.00  164.66 
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Kings  County  voted  for  ordinary  school  purposes,  at  the  Annual 
Metting  in  September,  1883,  $13,559.00  and  for  building^&c,  $2,049.00. 
The  County  School  Fund  for  the  year  was,  $7,040.  Total  expendi- 
tui*e,  $22,488.00.  Hants  County  at  the  same  meeting,  voted  for 
school  purposes  $16,751.00 ;  and  for  building,  &c.,  $2,262.00.  The 
County  Fund  amounted  to  $7,007.  Total  expenditure  for  the  vear, 
$26,020.00. 

School  BuUdinga, — The  usual  amount  of  repairs  has  been  put 
upon  the  school  houses  in  Kinffs  County.  Harborville  has  increased 
its  accommodation  by  the  addition  of  a  new  room.  West  Halln 
Harbor  has  built  and  has  a  school  in  operation  for  the  winter.  This 
Section  has  been  unwisely  managed  by  the  Trustees.  The  house 
was  burned  in  1877,  and  I  had  the  Section  on  the  point  of  building 
two  or  three  times  but  all  fell  through.  Last  Spring  they  started  in 
earnest  and  now  a  house  is  completed.  They  receive  $50.00  from  the 
County  Fund,  as  aid  to  build,  in  accordance  with  Section  92,  School 
Act.  The  loss  of  a  school  for  the  past  seven  yeai-s  cannot  be  estimated 
as  nothing  can  compensate  those  young  persons  deprived  of  it.  I 
hope  the  experience  may  prevent  the  Section  from  doing  without  a 
school  for  any  part  of  the  next  seven  years.  The  people  of  Midford 
having  lost  two  school  houses  by  fire  have  shown  their  zeal  in  the  cause 
of  education  by  building  a  third.  The  house  is  a  good  one  and  will 
meet  the  requirements  of  the  Section.  Rockland  has  shingled, 
plastered,  seated  and  painted  the  school  house,  much  to  the  credit  of 
this  weak  section. 

Hants  County, — The  school  houses  at  3  Mile  Plain,  Martock,  S. 
Waterville,  Mt  Uniacke,  5  Mile  River  and  Milford  have  been 
repaired,  finished,  and  thus  much  improved.  Brooklyn  and  Poplar 
Grove  have  each  added  a  new  room  and  will  have  graded  schools  this 
Winter.  The  house  at  Urbania  was  burned  at  midsummer.  The 
people  there  are  to  be  commended  for  promptness  in  building.  It  is 
intended  to  have  a  house  ready  for  school  after  the  Xmas  vacation. 
East  Uniacke,  by  the  aid  granted  by^the  Commissionera  and  their  own 
exertions,  hope  to  have  a  house  in  readiness  for  a  summer  .school. 

Burlington  has  voted  money  and  will  build  a  house  for  a  graded 
school,  during  next  summer.  At  Hantsport  and  Windsor  more 
accommodation  is  needed  to  provide  for  the  increased  attendance. 

School  Sections. — The  number  of  Sections  in  Kings  County 
remains  as  last  reported,  106.  One  has  been  added  to  those  of  Hants 
during  the  year,  the  number  is  now  99.  The  School  Commissioners 
are  cautious  not  to  increase  the  number  of  Sections  unless  thereby 
the  advantages  of  a  school  shall  be  brought  within  access  of  children 
otherwise  not  provided  for.  The  new  Section  created  in  Blast  Hani<( 
includes  a  manganese  mining  district  at  Tennycape.  This  property 
was  worked  some  years  ago  and  partially  abandoned  till  the  present 
owner,  J.  N.  Stephens,  purchased  it  and  renewed  mining  operations. 
The  mines  now  produce  $15,000  to  $20,000  worth  of  manganese 
annually.  To  this  secluded  spot  several  miners  have  moved  with 
their  families,  and  a  school  became  a  necessity.     The  Board  of  School 
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CJommissioners  appointed  a  committee  to  examine  the  locality  and 
report  upon  the  advisability  of  forming  a  new  school  Section  at  the 
mines.  This  committee  recommended,  and  the  Board  almost 
unanimously  adopted  the  report  and  erected,  provisionally,  the  new 
Section.  The  sanction  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  has  been 
given  to  the  matter,  and  a  school  is  now  in  operation. 

School  Act — The  School  Act,  revised  during  the  summer  and 
published  in  pamphlet  form,  was  addressed  by  me,  as  you  directed, 
to  each  secretary  of  trustees  and  each  school  commissioner  in  my 
District.  This  supplies  a  long  felt  need.  The  law  has  been  im- 
proved by  the  re-writing  in  plainer  language  of  several  sections 
heretofore  misunderstood.  There  are  still  some  other  passages  which 
need  to  be  treated  in  the  same  way  to  be  well  understood.  The 
school  law  should  be  so  plain  that  he  "  who  runs  may  read."  Com- 
plaints are  heard  on  every  hand  that  the  law  cannot  be  obtained. 
Every  teacher  and  candidate  for  license  should  have  a  copy  of  it.  If 
it  could  be  purchased  half  the  rate-payers  would  have  it.  After  it 
has  been  distributed  gratuitously  to  all  for  whom  it  is  intended,  I 
would  suggest  that  it  be  put  on  sale  in  the  principal  bookstores  in 
each  County. 

Teachers  Association. — The  Association  was  organized  in  1879 
in  Kent  villa  In  1880  the  teachers  of  Hants  united  with  those  of 
Kings,  and  since  that  date  the  meetings  have  been  held  alternately 
in  Hants  and  Kings  Counties.  Kentville,  Windsor  and  Woffville 
have  been  the  places  of  meeting.  Hantsport  has  been  chosen  fos  the 
next  meeting.  The  sixth  annual  meeting  was  held  at  KentvuTe  on 
the  16th  and  17th  of  October  last.  Forty-nine  enrolled  as  members, 
others  attended.     Papers  were  read  as  follows : — 

School  Organization B.  C.  Munro. 

Moral  Training C.  H.  Fullerton. 

Classical  Studies Angus  McLeod. 

Teachers  Qualification Daniel  Brehant. 

Physical  Geography H.  C.  Elliott. 

Illustrative  lessons  were  given  on  : 

The  Margins  of  Leaves ..  by  Miss  K.  A.  Grierson. 

Equations by  A.  McLeod. 

Geography by  J.  A  Grierson. 

The  papers  and  lessons  were  all  good.  Professor  Eaton  of  the 
Normal,  was  present,  and  introduced  the  subject  of  Arithmetic  in  a 
short  address.  The  discussion  upon  this  and  the  papers  read  was  of 
a  practical  character,  and  must  prove  of  use  to  teachers  in  their  future 
work.  The  Association  is  much  indebted  to  Dr.  Allison,  Superinten- 
dent of  Education,  and  Professor  Eaton,  for  their  presence,  friendly 
interest  in  the  teachers*  work,  and  timely  addresses  during  the 
discussions,  at  all  the  meetings.  A  public  educational  meeting  was 
held  in  Chipman's  Hall  on  the  evening  of  the  17th.  Rev.  Mr.  Lane, 
of  Canning,  the  Superintendent  of  ^ucation,  Dr.  T.  H.  Rand  and 
Rev.  Mr.  Kierstead,  Professors  in   Acadia   College,    addressed    the 
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teachers.  They  can  consequently  aflford  to  teach,  and  do  teach,  for 
much  lower  salaries,  and  thus  drive  the  males  out  of  the  profession. 
It  would,  however  be  unjust  to  the  merits  of  some  of  the  female 
teachers  under  my  supervision,  did  I  not  bear  testimony  to  the 
excellence  of  the  work  done  by  them.  Miss  Roy,  who  conducted  the 
Preparatory  Department  of  Guysborough  Academy  for  a  number  of 
years,  deserves  special  mention.  She  vacated  this  situation  this  fall, 
and  in  her  departure  the  Academy  has  lost  the  services  of  one  of  the 
best  female  teachers  in  the  Province.  The  Sisters  in  charge  of  St 
Bernard's  Convent  School,  Antigonish,  are  giving  the  best  satisfac- 
tion, and  are  sustaining,  in  a  very  creditable  manner,  the  reputation 
which  their  Order  has  earned  wherever  it  has  been  established. 
Facts  speak  more  eloquently  than  words.  They  had  opened  school  only 
nine  months  before  the  last  Teachers*  Examination,  at  which  fourteen 
of  their  pupils  applied  for  licenses.  Eight  of  these  were  candidates 
for  Grade  C,  every  one  of  whom  succeeded  with  good  averages. 
Several  of  their  pupils  are  now  preparing  for  Grade  B. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

R.  McDonald, 
David  Allison,  Esq.  Ll.  D. 

Superintendent  of  Education. 


DISTRICT  No.  7.— CAPE   BRETON  AND   RICHMOND, 

M.  J.  T.  Macneill,  Inspector. 

Sir,— 

I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  state  of  the 
schools  and  educational  matters  in  District  No.  7,  for  the  year  ended 
31st  October,  1884. 

In  table  I.  I  have  again  left  the  number  of  Sections  in  Cape 
Breton  County  at  130,  there  being  twelve  Sections  which  seem  to 
exist  only  on  paper.  A  few,  indeed,  do  not  appear  to  enjoy  even 
that  precarious  existence.  Some  appear  on  the  apology  for  a  book  of 
records  I  have  in  my  possession,  with  a  name  and  number,  but  no 
description,  and  most  of  these  I  am  unable  to  locate;  others  are 
represented  there  neither  by  name  nor  number.  The  numbers  of  the 
real  or  imaginary  sections  are :  16,  19,  24,  57,  63, 72,  78,  92,  111,  115, 
116  and  125,  and  I  should  feel  obliged  to  any  person  who  would 
furnish  me  with  any  information  concerning  them,  as  it  might  assist 
me  in  making  out  a  new  list.  On  the  other  hand,  there  seems  to  be 
just  twelve  sections  bearing  Iialf  numbers,  which  leaves  the  number 
of  operative  sections  at  the  figure  stated.  On  this  basis  there  were 
29  sections  without  school  during  the  year.  Among  the  above  are 
not  included  Victoria  Bridge,  No.  83^  (Grand  Mira),  which  was  laid 
off  during  the  year,  and  only  organized  at  the  last  annual  meeting, 
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and  "  Lake  View,"  No.  12 J,  near  Big  Glace  Bay,  which  still  awaits 
the  sanction  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  to  make  it  a 
corporate  Section.  In  this  proposed  section  school  was  held  last 
Term  in  virtue  of  Section  17  of  the  Public  Instruction  Act. 

In  Richmond  County,  after  loppins^  oflf  the  seemingly  dead  limbs, 
Nos.  7,  41,  and  64,  there  still  remain  70  active  members.  This  mode 
of  counting  would  only  leave  three  Sections  as  having  been  without 
school  during  some  part  of  the  year — the  number  placed  in  the  table 
referred  to.  Two  Sections,  Grand  Grave,  No.  62,  and  St.  Esprit,  No. 
31  J,  had  school  this  year  for  the  first  time,  and  D'Escouse,  No.  11, 
opened  a  second  department. 

In  order  to  make  comparison  with  the  previous  year  more  con- 
venient, I  extract  from  the  statistical  tables  a  few  of  the  items  of  most 
salient  interest 

Cape  Breton, — In  the  first,  or  Winter  Term,  there  were  128 
schools  in  operation,  being  the  same  number  as  the  corresponding 
term  of  1883 ;  the  number  of  pupils  registered  was  5,910,  as  against 
6,551 ;  the  grand  total  days'  attendance  376,246.  as  against  330,056  ; 
the  average  daily  attendance  3,479.6,  against  2,941.8.  In  the  last,  or 
Summer  Term,  the  number  of  schools  in  session  was  137,  against 
131 ;  the  number  of  enrolled  pupils  6,361,  against  5,958  ;  the  grand 
total  days*  attendance  355,858,  against  310,665 ;  and  the  average 
<laily  attendance  3,479,  against  3,147.7.  The  total  number  of  different 
pupils  registered  during  both  terms  of  1884  was  7,268,  or  1  in  4.3  ; 
in  1883  the  number  was  6,969,  or  1  in  4.5  of  the  population. 

Richmond  County. — The  number  of  schools  open  in  Winter  Term, 
64,  against  57  in  1883;  the  number  of  pupils  registered  2,239, 
against  2,193;  the  grand  total  days*  attendance  125,112,  against 
120,686  ;  and  the  average  daily  attendance  1,140.6,  against  1,120.6. 
Summer  Term :  Schools  in  operation  71,  in  1883,  69  ;  pupils  enrolled, 
2,472,  in  1883,  2,719  ;  grand  total  134,405,  in  1883,  145,842  ;  average 
daily  attendance  1,351.4,  against  1,412.3  in  1883.  The  total  number 
at  school  during  the  year  was  2,854,  or  in  5.3  of  the  population,  while 
the  previous  year  showed  2,944,  and  1  in  5.1.  With  two  schools  mor(S 
there  appears  a  falling  off  in  the  attendance  the  last  term  in  this 
County  as  follows:  Pupils  enrolled  247,  grand  total  11,437  ;  average 
daily  attendance,  60.9, — enough  to  bring  the  balance  for  the  whole 
year  slightly  in  favor  of  1883.  In  Cape  Breton  the  figures  show  an 
increase  in  all  the  items  quoted. 

The  following  table  will  show  the  number  of  teachers  of  different 
grades  and  sexes,  as  compared  with  those  employed  during  1883 : 

Cape  Breton. 

A. 
1883— Males 2 

"    —Females 0 

1884— Males 3 

"   —Females 0 

''   —      **       Asst...  0 


Winter  Term. 

Sammer  Term. 

B.      C. 

D. 

A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

23      24 

40 

2 

21 

25 

41 

1       19 

19 

0 

1 

19 

22 

21       27 

32 

3 

25 

21 

34 

2      22 

21 

0 

5 

23 

2& 

0         0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 
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Richmond. 

9   12   12 

1   11   11 

10   10   12 

0   15   16 

1 
0 
1 
0 

6 
1 
8 
0 

9 
11 

9 
14 

21 
20 
17 
22 

1883— Males I 

"    —Females 0 

1884— Males 1 

"    —Females 0 

Three  new  school  houses  have  been  erected  or  completed 
exteriorly  during  the  year  and  occupied,  in  the  County  of  Richmond, 
viz. :  those  of  Grand  Grave,  St.  Esprit,  and  East  Basin.  The  school 
house  in  MacDougall  Section  (St.  Peter's  Village)  has  been  renovated 
and  furnished  with  improved  desks;  putting  it  in  a  condition  very 
creditable  to  all  concerned.  Two  school  houses  have  been  condemned 
as  unfit  for  school  purposes,  viz.,  that  of  Poulamond,  No.  5,  uncondition- 
ally;  and  that  of  Little  Ance,  No.  9,  unless  certain  recommendations 
of  the  Inspector  were  carried  out  during  the  summer.  Notice  was 
also  served  upon  a  thira  Section,  Hureanville,  No.  68,  that  a  similar 
fate  awaited  it  unless  the  school  house  was  made  reasonably  com- 
fortable before  winter.  The  attention  of  the  Commissioners  must 
also  be  directed,  at  the  next  meeting,  to  several  others  which 
are  unhealthy — some  from  defective  construction,  others  on  account 
of  their  sites.  For  instance,  the  school  house  of  Orange  Section,  and 
that  of  River  Bourgeois,  East,  should  never  have  been  placed  where 
they  are — the  one  in  a  bog,  the  other  between  a  road  on  one  side 
and  a  steep  bank  on  the  other,  which  shuts  out  nearly  every  ray  of 
sunshine  from  the  school  room,  and  cuts  off  every  breath  of  air  with 
the  wind  from  certain  quarters.  I  might  swell  the  list  almost  in- 
definitely with  examples  of  crowded  rooms  with  low  ceilings,  immov- 
able windows,  unhealthy  sites,  &c.,  &c.,  as  you  may  observe  from 
the  frequent  remarks  entered  in  my  inspection  note  books.  To 
remonstrate  with  Trustees  and  rate-payers,  and  point  out  these  evils 
I  have  learned  to  look  upon  as  next  to  useless,  in  most  cases.  Often 
such  remonstrances  are  regarded  as  so  much  grumbling  on  the  part  of 
one  who  must  have  something  to  say.  and  is  paid  to  say  it  I  have 
been  told  as  much  almost  in  so  many  words.  When,  after  having  re- 
monstrated at  finding  the  door  of  a  certain  school  house  swinging  by 
one  hinge,  I  came  back  the  next  term  to  find  that  one  hinge  gone  the 
way  of  its  whilom  companion,  and  the  door  propped  up  against  the 
aperture  with  a  piece  of  a  bench  that  could  ill  be  spared  from  its 
intended  service,  I  thought  it  was  time  that  remonstrance  should 
take  a  practical  shape.  ITius  it  is  that,  in  many  instances,  nothing 
short  of  closing  up  the  school  house  can  rouse  trustees  and  rate- 
payers from  their  apathy  and  indifferenca  The  above  remarks  apply 
about  equally  well  to  both  Counties. 

Two  additional  departments  have  been  added  during  the  year 
to  the  schools  of  Sydney  Mines  for  pupils  of  the  first  and  second 
grades.  The  accommodation  and  furniture  provided  are  of  a  superior 
character.  Thus  this  banner  Section  keeps  the  lead  with  ten  depart- 
ments. At  North  Sydney,  a  building  fonnerl}'^  used  as  a  church  has 
been  converted  into  three  large  and  comfortable  ro(ims.  well  furnished 
and  fairly  equipped  with  apparatus^and  three  departments^  have  been 
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opened  therein  in  charge  of  the  Sisters  of   Charity — three  ladies 
holding  Provincial  Licenses,  one  of  Grade  B,  the  other  two  of  Grade  C. 
The  public  schools  of  North  Sydney  now  comprise  nine  departments. 
The  state  of  efficiency  of  the  schools  in  both  these  important  sections  is 
very  satisfactory.     The  long  felt  lack  of  accommodation  at  Bridge- 
port is  now  happily  to  be  supplied.     The  large  building  approaching 
completion,  with  its  four  good  rooms,  should  meet  the  requirements 
of   that   important   section   for  some   years   to  come.     New  school 
houses  have  been  finished  exteriorly  and  occupied  at  Amaquadeez, 
rear  of  Beaver's  Cove  and  "  Lake  View  " — the  new  Section  already 
referred  to.     The  house  at  Little  Bras  d'Or  has  been  enlarged  by  an 
edddition  of  six  feet,  which  still  does  not  give  the  necessary  accom- 
modation.    A  grave  mistake  was  made  in  not  enlarging  sufficiently 
to  admit  of  a  good-sized  class-room, — a  want  that  will  have  to  be 
supplied  soon,  or  an  additional  department    provided   for.      The 
greatest  cause   of    complaint  continues   to   exist    at    Reserve  and 
Lorway,  where  two  rooms  are  made  to  do  duty  for  three  or  four. 
The  number  of  pupils  registered  in  these  schools  last  winter  was  229, 
making  an  average  daily  attendance  of  124.6,  and  a  grand  total  of 
14,042.     Li  the  Summer  Term  the  attendance  was  nearly  the  same 
— 130  registered.     It  is  fair  to  state  that  the  latter  term  an  assistant 
was  employed — for  the  less-thronged  department.     The  schools  being 
about  half  a  mile  distant,  are  practically  as  distinct  as  if  they  be- 
longed to  different  sections.     The  buildings  are  owned  and  kept  up 
by  the  Colliery  Company,  who  impose  a  monthly  tax  upon  their 
employes  to  form  a  fund  for  the  support  of  the  school,  and  they  are  so 
sparing  of  expenditure  that  the  furniture  is  not  even  kept  in  reason- 
able repair.     The  Company  escape  taxation,  and  their  workmen  are 
obliged  to  submit  to  a  heavier  tax  than  they  would  have  to  pay 
under  sectional  assessment.     It  is  about  time  this  imposition  ceased. 
The   Section  should  own  or  control  the  school   property.     A  good 
central  building,  with  four  departments,  looking  to  the  requirements 
of  the  near  future,  is  required  ;  for  in  no  other  way  can  satisfactory 
jading  be  secured.     With  school  rooms  half  a  mile  apart,  pupils  iv^dl 
attend  at  the  nearest  independently  of   its   grade.     This  state  of 
things  obtains  to  a  greater  or  less  degree  wherever  the  given  circum- 
stances exist,  as  witness  Little  Glace  Bay.     No  progress  towards 
building  has  as  yet  been  made  in  Louisburg,  where  there  is  great 
lack  of  accommodation. 

Although  there  is  still  a  great  deal  of  room  for  improvement, 
there  is,  on  the  whole,  a  steady  progress  going  on  in  the  character  of 
our  school  houses  and  their  furniture.  The  want  of  apparatus,  how- 
ever, is  very  much  felt  almost  everywhere.  I  may  say  that  there  are 
no  schools  perfectly  equipped  with  apparatus ;  the  number  moder- 
ately well  supplied  is  very  small,  and  the  number  lacking  the 
essential  requirements  of  the  law  is  surprisingly  large,  and  it  is  very 
difficult  to  have  these  wants  supplied  in  many  poor  sections.  The 
annoyance  caused  by  a  mixture  of  readers  is  fast  decreasing.  It  is 
now  pretty  rare  to  find  books  of  more  than  one  series  in  any  school. 
I  have  been  at  some  pains  to  ascertain  which  of  the  two  prescribed 
series  is  most  used  in  the  District,  and  I  find  that  the  Maritime 


40  BBPOBTB  OF  IKBPISCTOBS. 


Series  largely  preponderates ;  so  that  if  one  were  to  be  done  away 
with,  the  suppression  of  the  Royal  would  operate  the  least  hardship 
here.  I  simply  state  the  fact  without  expressing  an  opinion  as  to 
the  merits  of  the  two  series.  The  publication  of  the  Manual  con- 
taining the  school  law  and  regulations  has  been  hailed  with  a  great 
deal  of  satisfaction. 

Subjoined  is  a  statement  of  the  results  of  the  Teachers'  Exami- 
nation at  both  stations : 

Amchat — Number  of  candidates  23.  Grade  C,  male  4,  female  2 
— 6;  D,  male  6,  female  11 — 17.  Of  the  C  candidates,  3  obtained 
that  grade  and  one  D ;  8  of  the  D  candidates  succeeded  and  9  failed 
The  successful  candidates,  as  regards  sex,  stand  thus  :  C,  3  ul,  2  i ; 
D  5  m.,  4  f.,  in  all  14.  Five  of  these  were  seeking  a  higher  grade, 
which  four  secured,  the  fifth  only  holding  his  own.  The  result  is  9^ 
new  teachers. 

Sydii^y.— Number  of  candidates  Sa.  B  12,  11  m.,  1  f . ;  C  39, 18 
m.,  21  f. ;  D  29,  16  m.,  13  f.  Of  the  12  B,  8  were  successful,  3 
secured  C,  and  1  D ;  of  the  39  C,  5  succeeded,  16  got  D,  and  18 
failed  ;  of  the  D  class,  6  succeeded,  23  failed.  B,  7  m..  If.;  C,  6  nt, 
2  f . ;  I),  10  m.,  13  f.  The  number  of  all  grades  who  obtained  licenses 
is  39,  or  48|  per  cent.  Thirteen  were  applying  for  a  higher  grade, 
7  of  whom  succeeded.  The  number  of  newly  licensed  teachers  is  26. 
Fourth  on  the  list  for  the  whole  Province  stands  the  name  of  Mr. 
D.  V.  Phalen,  a  pupil  of  the  North  Sydney  High  School,  and  sixth 
that  of  Mr.  J.  J.  Buchanan,  of  Sydney,  both  examined  at  this  station. 
The  pupils  sent  up  by  the  Sydney  Academy  gave  a  good  account  of 
themselves, and  upheld,as  usual,  the  good  name  of  that  nourishing  insti- 
tution. The  Academy  at  Arichat  has  not  yet  reached  a  very  high 
standard  of  educational  work.  This  being  only  the  second  year 
since  its  re-opening,  the  Section  does  not  supply  material  for  very 
advanced  work,  and  no  pupils  from  the  rural  sections  oi  the  County 
have  so  far  attended.  Pupil  teachers  and  students  of  the  County 
seeking  higher  education,  for  some  reason  or  other,  do  not  patroniz^ 
their  own  County  Academy,  but  go  to  Sydney,  Antigonish,  Pictou,  or 
the  Normal  School.  No  candidates,  therefore,  were  sent  up  from  the 
institution  in  question.  The  Young  Ladies'  Academic,  conducted  by 
the  Sisters  of  the  Congregation  Notre  Dame,  sent  up  four  young 
ladies — two  for  C  and  two  for  D — all  of  whom  obtained  the  grade 
applied  for.  On  the  satisfactory  character  of  the  work  done  in  this 
flourishing  school,  I  need  scarcely  dilate,  as  the  impromptu  examina- 
tion called  forth  by  your  visit  to  it  last  summer  was  better  evidence 
than  I  could  adduce. 

Our  Teachers'  Association  continues  to  flourish.  The  fifth  annual 
meeting  was  held  in  Sydney  on  the  two  last  days  of  September, 
and  was  largely  attended  by  the  teachers  of  Cape  Breton  County, 
two  only  coming  from  Richmond.  The  programme  was  a 
very  interesting  one,  and  the  paper  elicited,  as  usual,  a  good  deal  of 
profitable  discussion.  The  n^w  departure  instituted  last  year  of 
calling  to  our  aid  gentlemen  of  other  professions,  was  thia  time  f ol^ 
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lowed  up  by  extending  an  invitation  to  J.  A.  Gillies,  Esq.,  R  A., 
Barrister,  of  Sydney,  to  favor  us  with  a  paper  on  School  Law,  which 
was  kindly  accepted.  The  paper  read  was  a  detailed  exposition  of 
our  common  school  system,  its  aim,  its  scope  and  its  bearing.  All  who 
heard  it  felt  that  Mr.  Qillies  had  managed  to  make  a  subject  generally 
considered  very  dry  exceedingly  interesting,  and  highly  merited  the 
hearty  vote  of  thanks  tendered  him  by  the  Association. 

The  Board  of  School  Commissioners  of  the  County  of  Richmond 
suffers  a  severe  loss  in  the  death  of  the  lamented  Rev.  Jos.  S.  Quinan, 
D.  D.,  which  occurred  in  November.  Struck  down  in  the  bloom  of 
youth  he  had  not  had  time  or  opportunity  to  put  in  full  play  that 
zeal  for  everything  that  is  good  tor  which  he  was  so  eminently 
remarkable,  and  which  would  have  been  sure  to  place  him  among  the 
foremost  friends  of  education.  He  gave  promise  of  becoming  one  of 
the  most  active,  as  he  was  among  uie  most  talented  and  learned, 
members  of  the  Board. 

Death  has  also  visited  our  teaching  staff  during  the  year,  Mr. 
John  C.  Boyd,  a  first-class  teacher  employed  in  the  County  of  Cape 
Breton  the  Summer  term  the  first  time  in  several  years,  came  to  an 
untimely  end  by  drowning,  while  returning  to  his  Section  in  a  boat 
from  Baddeck,  where  he  had  been  attending  the  meeting  of  the 
Teachers'  Association  of  Inverness  and  Victoria,  of  which  he  was 
vice-president. 

No  great  diflSculty  is  ever  experienced  in  suppljring  the  demand 
for  teachers  of  the  higher  grades  where  fair  salaries  are  offered,  but 
many  complaints  are  heard  of  the  scarcity  of  teachers  for  the  smaller 
and  poorer  Sections.  As  a  rule,  however,  it  is  not  the  Trustees  that 
seek  for  teachers,  but  the  latter  look  for  situations.  In  many  places, 
trustees  expect  to  get  teachers  for  their  "  chance  of  the  County  fund," 
and  failing  to  secure  licensed  teachers  on  those  teriAs,  they  depend 
on  the  chance,  amounting  almost  to  a  certainty,  of  securing  through 
the  influence  and  recommendation  of  some  benevolent  Commissioner, 
a  Permissive  License  for  some  young  person  residing  in  the  Section, 
whose  services  they  can  obtain  for — nothing.  An  agreement  is  drawn 
up,  placing  the  consideration  at  the  estimated  amount  of  County 
Fund  likely  to  be  received,  and  not  unfrequently  this  amount  leaves 
a  balance  in  favor  of  the  Trustees.  It  also  happens,  as  I  pointed  out 
in  a  former  report,  that  a  person  so  situated  receives  more  from  the 
CJovemment  Grant,  if  teaching  in  a  Section  that  is  on  the  "  poor  list," 
than  falls  to  the  lot  of  a  regularly  licensed  teacher.  I  have  long 
since  learned  to  doubt  the  wisdom  of  continuing  the  issue  of  sucn 
licenses  at  all.  Even  at  the  sacrifice  of  having  a  few  schools  closed 
for  one  or  two  terms,  I  would  have  no  hesitation  in  recommending 
that  they  be  discontinued.  People  would  then  soon  learn  that  they 
must  get  licensed  teachera,  and  that  in  order  to  get  them  they  must 
offer  reasonable  salaries.  I  think  there  are  plenty  of  teachers  in  the 
country  if  teaching  were  made  worth  their  while.  There  may  perhaps 
be  half  a  dozen  isolated  Sections  in  the  whole  District  that  I  would 
be  disposed  to  make  exceptions  to  such  a  rule,  or  perhaps  better  stiU» 
a  bonus  or  subsidy  might  oe  given  those  exoeptioxukl  casea^ 
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There  is  still  room  for  mnch  improvement  in  the  school  returns. 
Many  of  them  come  to  hand  bearing  evidence  pf  much  carelessness. 
In  compiling  the  annual  returns,  I  am  obliged  in  consequence  to  have 
recourse  to  a  good  deal  of  guessing  in  order  to  reconcile  incompatible 
figures,  hence  some  of  the  items  in  the  tables  are  not  as  reliable  as 
they  might  be. 

I  beg  leave, in  conclusion,  most  respectfully  to  offer  for  consideration 
the  suggestion  that  an  allowance  be  made  to  Commissioners  of 
Schools  for  travelling  and  other  expenses  in  attending  meetings  of 
Boards,  and  in  visiting  Sections  to  locate  school  sites.  I  am  aware 
that  payment  of  Commissioners  has  been  advocated  before  now,  and 
were  adequate  payment  within  the  bounds  of  probability,  I  should 
advocate  it  too,  but  at  least  those  gentlemen  should  be  re-imbursed 
their  actual  outlay.  It  may  not  be  generally  considered  that  attend- 
ance at  one  meeting  involves,  for  some  of  the  most  active 
Commissioners,  two  days*  travel  to  and  from  the  shire  town,  besides 
the  day  spent  at  the  meeting,  making  three  days  in  all ;  and  it  does 
not  seem  reasonable  that  gentlemen  should  be  called  upon  to  give  so 
much  time  gratis  and  pay  their  expenses  besides. 

I  beg  once  more  to  express  my  deep  sense  of  gratitude  for  many 
favors  and  kindnesses  received  at  the  hands  of  those  with  whom  my 
official  duties  have  brought  me  in  contact. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Yours  most  respectfully, 

M.  J.  T.  MacNEIL. 
To  David  Allison,  Esq.,  Ll.  D. 

Superintendent  of  Education. 
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DISTRICT  No.  8.— INVERNESS  AND  VICTORIA. 

John  Y.  Gunn,  Inapeator. 

Sir, — In  submitting  the  following  Report  upon  the  present  con- 
dition of  Education  in  the  Comities  of  Inverness  and  Victoria,  it  affords 
me  pleasure  to  say  that  at  no  previous  period  of  our  educational 
history  have  the  appliances  provided  for  the  education  of  the  young 
and  rising  generation  of  this  District  been  ampler  or  of  a  more 
advanced  character. 

The  Distri  t  represents  assessable  property  valued  at  $1,800,000 
— the  population  is  now  probably  forty  thousand — the  number  of 
school-going  children  is  in  the  neighbourhood  of  10,000,  and  the 
actual  school  attendance  of  the  year  just  closed  was  nearly  9000. 
This  is  a  fair  exhibit,  and  indicates  considerable  vitality,  educational 
and  otherwise. 

Inclusive  of  recent  additions,  there  are  now  244  school  sections 
in  the  District.  Of  this  number  seven  have  been  formed  during  the 
year. 

In  South  Inverness,  the  old  Judique  Banks  and  Long  Point 
sections  were  united.  The  new  Section,  "Albion  No.  88,"  is  large  and 
wealthy,  and  the  friends  of  education  in  the  locality  speak  hope- 
fully of  the  future. 

The  section  of  "  Smith's  Islands,"  No.  89,  consists  of  a  cluster  of 
islets  in  the  Bras  d'Or  Lake. 

"Prairie,  No.  46,"  in  North  Inverness  is  a  section  of  much  promise, 
and  "  Cheticamp  Island,  No.  47,"  is  more  largely  assessed  for  county 
and  educational  purposes  than  any  other  section  in  North  Inverness* 

In  the  Co.  of  Victoria — "Garry,  No.  88,"  is  a  poor  settlement  in 
East  Middle  River. 

"  Green  Cove,  No.  89,"  is  a  fishing  hamlet  on  the  Ingonish  and 
New  Haven  coast,  and  "Wagamatcook,  No.  90,"  is  the  Micmac  reser- 
vation at  the  embouchure  of  the  Middle  River. 

At  the  last  Annual  Meeting,  the  ratepayers  in  all  the  lately 
formed  sections  in  North  and  South  Inverness,  voted  handsomely 
for  buildings  and  other  school  purposes  —  the  "Prairie"  leading 
with  an  appropriation  of  $600.  I  regret  my  inability  to  report  as 
favourably  of  the  recent  actions  in  Victoria.  At  the  School  Meeting 
held  at  the  Gany,  the  ratepayers  voted  $50  "for  school  purposes,' 
but  the  idea  of  a  special  vote  for  a  new  building  does  not  appear  to 
have  occurred  to  them.  I  have  no  daia  from  Green  Cove.  I  am,  I  think, 
however  safe  in  saying  that  the  people  of  this  locality  have  not  yet 
committed  themselves  by  any  tangible  expresaion  of  educational 
enthusiasm. 
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At  Wagamatcook,  the  Dominion  Government  has  provided  hand- 
somely for  the  dusky  children  of  the  forest. 

With  the  single  exception  perhaps  of  the  Academy  at  Baddeck, 
the  Micmac  school  house  is  the  sightliest,  the  best  finished,  the  most 
comfortable  educational  structure  in  Victoria. 

Fourteen  new  school  houses  have  been  erected  within  the  district 
during  the  past  twelvemonth ;  4  each  in  North  Inverness  and 
Victoria,  and  6  in  South  Inverness. 

At  the  last  annual  meeting  ample  provision  for  building  purposes 
was  made  in  all  the  sections  in  which  school  houses  were  recently 
condemned.  And  at  the  regular  annual  meetings  of  the  Boards,  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  the  list  of  sections  entitled 
to  special  aid  in  each  Municipality  was  carefully  reconstructed; 
several  old  stagers  were  removed,  and  a  few  of  unquestionably  needy 
character  were  'added.  The  amended  list  now  stands  thus  : — North 
Inverness,  10 ;  South  Inverness,  14 ;  Victoria,  6. 

I  may  here  add  that  the  late  amendment  which  gives  "  poor 
sections"  the  extra  allowance  from  the  County  Fund — irrespective  of 
the  grade  of  license  held  by  the  teacher — has  removed  a  wet  blanket 
which  has  had  in  the  past  a  decidedly  depressing  influence  in  many 
of  our  so  called  "  poor  and  scattered  sections."  The  School  Act  was 
especially  framed  for  the  amelioration  of  the  masses,  and  it  is  but 
right  that  they  should  have  untrammeled  liberty  in  the  enjoyment  of 
its  advantages. 

202  schools  were  in  operation  during  the  Winter  Term  and  222 
teachers  and  assistants  were  employed. 

Fifteen  additional  schools  were  open  during  the  following  Summer. 

The  attendance  was  slightly  in  excess  of  previous  year — the  total 
registration  having  been  7297  children  at  school  for  the  Winter  Term, 
and  7804  during  the  summer  following. — making  the  average  daily 
attendance  of  3409  for  the  former  and  3407  for  the  latter. 

8751  different  pupils  were  in  attendance  at  the  public  schools 
during  the  school  year — being  nearly  24  per  cent  of  the  present 
population  of  the  district. 

The  gradation  of  teachers  did  not  materially  differ  from  that  of 
previous  years. 

During  the  Winter  Term,  2  teachers  of  Qrade  A.  were  employed; 
23  of  Grade  5 ;  60  of  Grade  C ;  and  121  of  Grade  D. 

During  the  Summer  following  the  numbers  employed  of  the 
higher  grades  underwent  but  little  changes — while  there  was  a 
decrease  of  9  teachers  of  the  second  class,  and  an  increase  of  26  of 
the  third. 

These  fluctuations  are  difficult  to  account  for.  As  a  rule,  it  is  no 
evidence  of  progress  to  see  the  lower  grades  supplanting  those  having 
superior  educational  credentials.    A  teacher's  grade  of  lioense  is 
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owever  by  no  means  a  suflScient  criterion  of  his  professional  ability, 
lie  most  successful  teacher  in  Victoria  holds  out  a  sedond  class 
cense,  and  a  young  lady  of  Grade  D.  ranks  among  the  very  best 
eachers  in  Inverness. 

Victoria  pays  higher  salaries  to  its  A  and  B  teachers  than 
nverness, — tne  average  annual  vote  for  the  former  being  $400,  in 
he  latter  $300. 

In  both  Counties  the  services  of  teachers  of  the  lower  grades  are 
ery  inadequately  remuneratei  This  is  especially  true  oi  teachers 
f  grade  C,  who  as  a  rule  do  excellent  work,  while  they  are  paid  but 
>200  a  year,  a  sum  barely  sufficient  to  keep  one  decently  fed  and 
lad. 

For  further  statistical  information,  I  beg  respectfully  to  refer  you 
o  abstracts  of' School  Returns  and  of  Financial  Memoranda. 

To  accommodate  each  sub-school  district,  the  Teachers'  Examina- 
ion  was  held  as  usual  at  three  different  stations — Port  Hood,  Bad- 
leck  and  Margaree  Forks.  The  attendance  of  candidates  at  each 
tation  was  larger  than  usual,  and  the  number  of  successful  appli- 
sants  was  greater  than  on  any  previous  occasion  since  the  adoption 
>f  existing  standards.  Teachers'  examinations  constitute  an  excel" 
ent  general  test  of  educational  progress,  and  I  purpose,  therefore, 
vith  your  permission  to  insert  for  publication,  in  future  Reports,  the 
lames  of  teachers  who  may  prepare  for  examination  a  respectable 
lumber  of  successful  applicants,  with  perhaps  the  names  of  candi- 
lates,  giving  special  prominence  to  those  who  succeed  in  obtaining 
,he  grades  applied /or. 

The  Teachers'  Association  continues  to  be  invested  with  much 
nterest.  The  last  annual  meeting  was  held  at  Baddeck.  The  pro- 
fession was  creditably  represented.  Instructive  papers  were  read, 
ind  extemporaneous  addresses  were  delivered  in  connection  with 
educational  questions  which  came  up  for  discussion.  A  pleasant 
break  in  the  proceedings  took  place  when  the  members  of  the  Asso- 
ciation were  invited  to  witness  a  "Newspaper  Exercise"  in  the 
Preparatory  Department  of  the  Academy.  The  exercise  was  both 
instructive  a^d  entertaining,  and  the  teachers  and  other  spectators 
present  were  delighted  with  the  "new  departure."  The  meeting 
closed  with  addresses  from  clergymen,  school  commissioners  and 
3ther  gentlemen  present.  The  next  annual  meeting  is  to  be  held  at 
Wliycocomagh  early  in  September. 

During  my  official  visits  of  inspection  the  entries  in  the  school 
registers  are  carefully  scrutinized.  The  item  of  attendance  receives 
&n  extra  share  of  attention,  but  the  rolls  of  deportment,  progress  and 
visitation  are  also  duly  noted.  Some  registers  are  disgracefully  kept. 
Others  reflect  the  retined  taste  and  accurate  habits  of  a  large  and 
steadily  increasing  class  of  teachera  whose  motto  is,  "  Whatever  is 
worth  doing  is  worth  doing  well." 
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The  presence  of  that  dread  scourge  diphtheria  reduced  the 
general  attendance  at  school,  in  both  Counties,  particularly  during 
the  Summer  and  Fall  months. 

Irregularity  and  tardiness  are  twin  sisters,  and  they  are  admitted 
by  every  experienced  educationist  to  be  among  the  wcMrst  enemies  of 
the  scholar  and  the  severest  trials  of  the  teacher. 

In  this  District  the  Comptdsory  Attendance  -4c^  is  practically  a 
dead  letter.  At  the  two  last  annual  meetings  the  question  was  duly 
submitted  to  the  ratepayers  in  both  counties,  and  in  almost  every 
case  an  unanimous  vote  was  obtained  for  its  enforcement.  But  who 
is  to  take  the  initiative  In  no  case  known  to  me  have  {unds  been 
provided  to  compensate  trustees  for  their  trouble  in  any  possible 
exigency  under  this  chapter.  I  am  however  quite  satisfied  of  the 
fact  that  the  presence  of  a  compulsory  law  upon  the  statute  book 
tends  to  elevate  the  morcUa  of  public  opinion.  In  iny  wide  and 
varied  intercourse  with  the  public,  I  endeavour  in  every  possible 
way  to  impress  parents  and  guardians  with  a  more  vivi/  s^  of 
their  advant£^es  and  obligations,  dwelling  especially  upon  the  irre- 
parable loss  inflicted  upon  their  children  unless  they  are  now,  when 
their  minds  are  plastic  and  easily  impressed,  trained  up  to  a  more 
efficient  discharge  of  their  future  duties  as  intelligent  members  of 
the  community. 

Statistics  forwarded  to  you  show  an  improvement  upon  previous 
years  in  the  matter  of  visits  made  by  Trustees  and  others  interested 
in  the  success  of  education.  Many  of  the  Trustees'  visits  recorded 
are  not  perhaps  strictly  official.  The  merest  call  is  however  a  stimu- 
lus. The  presence  of  familiar  faces  and  the  approbation  of  parents 
and  friends  have  a  magical  influence  upon  both  teacher  and  pupils. 
The  visits  of  the  Inspector  are  apt  to  be  regarded  as  rather  an  act 
of  official  duty.  But  the  visits  of  parents  are  naturally  considered 
as  an  expression  of  interest  and  high  regard  for  the  welfare  of  their 
children. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Sea  31  (11;  of  the  School 
Act,  the  minutes  of  the  last  annual  meeting  were  very  generally 
forwarded  to  this  office.  The  minutes  are  my  authority  for  the 
statement  that  financially  our  prospects  were  never  brighter.  The 
gross  sum  of  $10,400  has  been  voted  in  Inverness  and  5,000  in  Vic- 
toiia  for  ordinary  school  purposes ;  and  the  aggregate  amount  voted 
for  building  and  repairs  in  both  counties  excels  §7,000.  The  three 
highest  votes  in  South  Inverness  were:  Hawkesbury  $700,  P.  Hood 
$600,  and  B.  C.  Intervale  $300. 

In  North  Inverness:  Prairie  $600,  Cheticamp  Chapel  $400,  and 
Little  River  $300. 

In  Victoria,  Baddeck  comes  to  the  front  with  the  handsome  vote 
of  $1,020,  the  largest  in  the  whole  District  The  second  is  New 
Haven  $400,  and  the  third  is  English  Town,  with  the  decidedly  low 
vote  of  only  $160  for  all  the  school  purposes  of  the  yea^. 
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Now,  for  the  other  side  of  the  shield:  ."Plaister,"  an  ordinarily 
well  to  do  section  in  the  County  of  Victoria,  voted  but  96  for  repairs, 
and  nothing  for  the  support  of  the  school. 

"  Big  Marsh,'*  in  South  Inverness,  a  locality  on  which  Nature  has 
lavished  favors  without  stint — every  rate-payer  a  monarch  rejoic- 
ing in  his  broad  acres  of  inexhaustible  meadow — and  still  at  the  last 
annual  meeting  the  Section  could  only  afford  to  vote  sixteen  dollars 
in  all  to  supplement  the  County  Fund  for  teachers*  salaries,  repairs, 
fuel  and  incidental  expenses. 

Ihe  County  Academies,  —  The  Primary  Department  of  the 
Hawkesbury  Academy  is  excessively  crowded.  It  is  uniust  and  in- 
jurious to  both  teachers  and  pupils  to  crowd  70  or  80  children  into 
a  room  barely  large  enough  to  accommodate  50.  The  other  depart- 
ments are  all  that  could  reasonably  be  desired— commodious,  well 
ventilated,  and  sufficiently  equipped  for  all  ordinary  school  purposes. 

Mr.  Forsyth  has  had  charge  of  the  Advanced  Department  for  a 
number  of  years.  During  the  Winter  Term  the  attendance  was 
good,  and  the  progress  made  by  the  pupils  in  every  respect  satisfac- 
tory. Early  in  the  Summer  Term  the  presence  of  diphtheria  in  the 
Section  gave  rise  to  a  temporary  panic.  The  attendance  in  the  High 
School  was  reduced  to  a  minimum,  and  the  whole  establishment 
became  partially  demoralized.  Public  confidence  was  not  completely 
restored  during  the  whole  term  afterwards.  Early  in  October  the 
Principal  was  taken  with  a  severe  attack  of  illness,  and  the  Ad- 
vancea  department  was  closed.  I  had  therefore  an  opportunity  of 
visiting  the  Intermediate  and  Primary  Departments  only.  Miss 
Skinner  and  Miss  Condon,  the  teachers  in  charge,  do  their  work 
admirably,  and  I  consider  the  trustees  fortunate  in  securing  the 
services  of  such  painstaking  teachers  for  such  a  long  time. 

During  the  Winter  Teim  the  Baddeck  Academy  exhibited  more 
evidences  of  vitality  than  at  any  other  period  of  its  history.  The 
building  was  comfortable,  the  equipments  ample,  and  the  Principal 
was  pre-eminently  the  "  the  right  man  in  the  right  place." 

During  the  Summer  Term  the  school  was  more  or  less  unfor* 
tunate.  The  trustees  had  considerable  trouble  in  obtaining  a  suc- 
cessor to  Mr.  Patterson.  They  eventually  succeeded,  but  by  flie  time 
the  pupils  got  into  good  working  trim,  diphtheria  made  its  appear- 
ance in  the  village.  The  entire  school  was  then  closed — ^the  subor- 
dinate departments  for  a  few  weeks,  and  the  High  School  virtually 
for  the  remainder  of  the  Term. 

When  the  Academy  was  officially  visited,  the  Advanced  Depart- 
ment was  closed. 

The  Preparatory  was  conducted  by  Miss  Forbes,  a  teacher  who 
has  the  distinguisned  honor  of  having  led  the  successful  B  candidates 
for  the  whole  Province  at  the  public  examination  of  1882. 

The  Intermediate  Department  was  in  charge  of  Miss  Jost — the 
first  lady  teacher,  I  believe,  who  obtained  a  First  Class  License  on 
this  island. 
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And  Miss  Mary  C.  Jones,  a  young  lady  of  much  promise  taught 
in  the  Primary  Department. 

The  trustees  have,  it  will  be  observed,  chosen  their  staff  from  the 
ranks  of  the  most  distinguished  members  of  the  profession,  and  if 
the  school,  as  a  whole,  did  not  make  as  good  an  appearance  as  one 
could  wish,  the  fact  was  simply  and  solely,  I  have  no  doubt,  due  to 
the  unprecedented  irregularity  in  the  attendance  of  the  pupils. 

In  addition  to  the  Academy  there  are  six  graded  schools  in 
Inverness;  Hastings,  P.  Hood,  Mabou  Bridge,  B.  C.  Marsh,  Plateau, 
and  Whycocomagh.  Each  of  these  is  doing  work  of  a  higher  charac- 
ter than  the  miscellaneous  schools,  but  as  in  all  other  institutions 
there  are  gradations  of  merit.  This  system,  with  its  division  of 
labour  and  improved  classification,  is  steadily  rising  in  the  estimation 
of  the  educational  public. 

At  the  last  annual  meeting,  the  ratepayers  of  two  additional 
sections  provided  for  graded  accommodation. 

The  public  are  under  obligations  to  the  Gtovemment  for  the  con- 
cise edition  of  the  School  Act,  lately  issued.  The  arrangement  of 
matter  is  admirable,  and  the  marginal  references — a  new  feature  in 
our  school  manuals — much  enhance  the  value  of  this  edition. 

Here  and  now  I  beg  to  submit  a  suggestion  ortwo  : — (1.)  Teachers 
should  be  relieved  from  the  performance  of  Statute  labour.  (2.) 
Teachers  should  be  accorded  the  privileges  of  the  Elective 
Franchise  irrespective  of  a  property  qualification.  And  (3.)  All  the 
ratable  property  in  a  section,  whether  owned  by  a  resident  of  the 
county  or  not,  should  be  liable  to  assessment  for  the  benefit  of  the 
section  in  which  it  lies. 

I  will  conclude  this  report  with  the  following  announcements : — 

(1.)  A  gold  medal  will  be  presented  to  any  hoTiafide  teacher 
employed  and  examined  within  this  district  (No.  8),  who  at  the 
approaching  teachers'  examination  will  either  make  a  general  average 
of  75  per  cent,  on  the  branches  prescribed  on  the  grade  A  syllabus,  or 
be  first  on  the  published  list  oi  successful  candidates  for  that  grade 
in  the  whole  Province. 

And  (2.)  A  silver  medal  will  be  given  to  any  person,  subject  to 
the  same  conditions  as  above,  who  may  succeed  in  obtaining  a 
similiar  6.  classification. 

Very  respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  Y.  GUNN. 
David  Allison.  Esq.,  Ll.  D., 

Superintendent  of  Education. 
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DISTRICT  No.  9.— PICTOU  AND  SOUTH  COLCHESTER. 

R.  McLellan,  Inspector, 

Sir,— 

I  beg  to  submit  the  following  report  for  the  school  year  ended 

October  31st.,  1884. 

The  number  of  Sections  in  Pictou  County  is  the  same  as  reported 
last  year.  In  Colchester,  two  less,  a  section  of  the  northern  district, 
New  Britain,  having  been  unwittingly,  included,  and  another,  Union, 
having  now,  so  far  as  I  can  learn,  no  existence,  though  the  name  and 
number  were  still  on  the  boundary  book. 

Important  alterations  have  been  made  in  the  boundaries  of  two 
contiguous  sections  in  Colchester,  Lower  Stewiacke  West,  and  Foi*t 
Ellis,  the  latter  having  been  extended  to  include  that  p<»rtion  of  the 
former  lying  on  the  north  of  the  river.  The  circumstances  of  the  two 
sections*  rendered  this  change  advisable,  and  it  will  in  my  opinion 
prove  advantageous  to  both.  The  school  in  Lower  Stewiacke  was 
entirely  too  large  for  a  miscellaneous  one,  necessitating  either  a  reduc- 
tion in  the  number  attending,  or  the  formation  of  a  graded  school  of 
two  departments.  Under  ordinary  circumstances  I  should  consider  the 
latter  course  preferable.  In  the  other  section  affected,  however,  the 
reverse  of  this  condition  in  regard  to  pupils  prevailed,  the  number 
being  scyjfemall  that  the  school  was  practically  inoperative.  Acting 
on  the  /rinciples  of  "  The  greatest  good  to  the  greatest  number,"  and 
in  respJ'ise  to  a  petition  from  a  large  number  oi  those  most  interested 
in  bothffjections,  the  Board  of  Commissioners  for  the  district  made 
the  aljjl'ration  above  stated.  A  new  school  house  will  be  required  in 
each  l^^ction.  Lower  Stewiacke  at  its  last  annual  meeting  voted 
SlOOw  for  that  purpose.  Fort  Ellis  has  also  made  provision  for  the 
ere<5l(pn  of  a  house,  but  some  difficulty  has  arisen  in  regard  to  the 
choice  of  a  site.     This  matter,  will,  I  hope,  soon  be  amicably  adjusted. 

Agitation  is  still  going  on  in  Middle  Stewiacke  in  regard  to 
division  of  sections.  A  numerously  signed  petition  from  the  rate- 
payers of  the  sections,  both  on  the  north  and  south  side  of  the  river, 
was  presented  to  the  Board  of  Commissioners  for  the  district,  at  its 
last  annual  meeting,  praying  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to 
consider  whether  some  more  convenient  arrangement  might  not  be 
made  either  by  forming  a  new  section  or  by  the  readjustment  of 
existing  boundaries.  This  question  was  brought  before  the  Board  in 
1879,  when  a  resolution  was  adopted  forming  a  new  section,  which 
action  of  the  Commissioners  was,  as  you  are  aware,  disallowed  by  the 
Council  of  Public  Instruction.  The  question  is  difficult  of  solution 
owing  to  the  topography  of  the  locality,  the  river  forming  the  natural 
boundary  between  tne  two  sections,    and    the  inhabited  portion 
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comprising  a  comparatively  narrow  strip  on  each  side.  The  sections 
are  thus  of  necessity  longer  than  where  such  conditions  do  not 
prevail,  that  on  the  north  of  the  river,  where  the  most  dissatisfaction 
exists,  being  fully  six  miles  in  length.  The  majority  of  pupils  at  the 
present  time,  as  was  represented  to  the  Board,  come  from  the  eastern 
extremity  of  the  section,  the  children  of  several  families  having 
nearly  three  miles  to  traverse  in  order  to  reach  school.  This  is  of 
coui^se  a  hardship  and  some  remedy  should,  if  possible,  be  applied.  I 
cannot  think,  however,  that  it  would  be  advisable  to  divide  the  section. 
We  have  already  too  many  small  weak  sections  in  the  district  It 
has  been  proposed  to  transfer  one  ratepayer  at  the  western  extremity 
to  the  section  on  the  south  of  the  river ;  this  would  shorten  the 
northern  section  by  a  mile  and  a  quarter  ;  then  by  moving  the 
school  house  to  the  centre ;  the  families  at  the  east  would  be  better 
accommodated.  This  plan  is  certainly  preferable  to  a  division.  It  ia 
to  be  hoped  that  the  committee  will  arrive  at  some  decision  that 
will  give  general  satisfaction.  If  not  the  matter  may  again  come 
before  the  Council,  and  I  have  therefore  attempted  to  give  as 
accurate  an  idea  of  the  case  as  possible. 

Seven  sections  have  been  without  school  during  the  year,  against 
sixteen  in  1883.  These  are  Pictou  Island,  Three  Brooks,  Marsh..  E 
R ,  Knoidart,  and  Black  Brook  in  Pictou  County,  and  Smithfield  and 
Upper  Brookfield  in  Colchester.  Of  these  Knoidart  and  Black  Brook 
exist  only  in  name,  neither  having  a  school  house  or  a  sufficient  number 
of  inhabitants  to  support  a  school.  Pictou  Island  erected  a  comfortable 
school  house  during  the  summer,  and  has  a  school  in  operation  this 
winter.  Upper  Brookfield  at  the  last  annual  meeting  voted  a  sum  for 
the  erection  of  a  house.  Marsh  and  Smithlield,  which  have  been 
vacant  for  several  terms,  have  made  provision  for  the  maintenance  of 
a  school  for  at  least  a  pai*t  of  the  ensuing  year.  In  Three  Brooks 
alone  no  action  has  been,  or  is  being  taken,  the  section  being  still  at  a 
stand  over  the  question  of  a  site.  It  is  certainly  desirable  that 
Commissioners  should  be  empowered  in  cases  such  as  this  to  compel 
the  erection  of  a  house  on  a  site  santioned  by  them.  Here  is  a  large 
and  wealthy  section  deprived  for  years  of  school  privileges,  solely 
on  account  of  the  obstinacy  of  a  number,  perhaps  a  minority,  of  the 
ratepayers. 

In  two  sections,  Big  Woods  and  Green's  Valley  in  Pictou  County, 
school  was  conducted,  by  permission,  in  dwelling  houses  fitted  up  for 
the  purpose.  Both  sections  have  made  provision  for  the  erection  of 
houses  and  the  work  will  probably  be  undertaken  early  next  summer. 
On  the  occasion  of  my  visit  in  the  Summer  Term  to  Marshy  Hope,where 
■a  very  small  and  dilapidated  building  has  been  doing  duty  as  a  school 
house,  a  meeting  the  of  ratepayers  was  called  and  it  was  unanimously 
agreed  that  an  eifort  should  be  made  to  provide  better  school  accommo- 
dation. Accordingly  at  the  last  annual  meeting  a  sum  was  voted  for 
the  erection  of  a  house,  which  though  small  is  very  creditable  to  the 
section,  which  is  one  of  the  weakest  in  the  district.  Provisions  have 
been  made  for  much  needed  repairs  in  Upper  Onslow,  North 
River,  Scotsbum  and  Brookville.    At  the  beginning  of  the  school 
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year  a  second  primary  department  was  opened  in  the  Albion  Mines 
School,  making  four  departments  in  all.  Stellarton  has  furnished 
another  room  and  will  also  have  four  departments  in  operation 
hereafter.  In  my  last  report  I  was  obliged  to  state  that  the  primary 
departments  in  both  these  schools  were  overcrowded.  Westville  and 
Vale  Colliery  which  were  reported  in  the  same  condition  have  not, 
so  far  as  I  am  aware,  taken  any  steps  to  relieve  their  primary  teachers. 
East  Merigomish  has  decided  to  enlarge  their  school  building  so  as  to 
provide  a  class-room  for  an  assistant  teacher.  Much  valuable 
information  in  reference  to  the  question  of  school  accommodation  is 
unavailable  for  this  repoit  owing  to  failure  of  trustee  to  send  copy  of 
minutes  of  annual  meetings. 

In  the  Winter  Term  I  visited  one  hundred  and  seventy-one  schools, 
failing  to  overtake  forty-four,  though  on  many  occasions  I  reached 
schools  when  the  weather  and  roads  were  such  that  only  a  small 
percentage  of  the  pupils  enrolled  were  able  to  be  present.  In  summer 
I  visited  two  hundred  and  ten,  overtaking  all  the  schools  in  the 
district  that  were  in  session  at  the  time  of  my  visit  to  their  locality, 
with  the  exception  of  three  in  Pictou  County  and  one  in  Colchestei*. 
This  was  accomplished  by  prolonging  the  school  day  in  many  cases  to 
eight  hours,  and  by  prosecuting  the  work  on  Saturdays.  In  my 
official  visits  I  made  it  my  chief  object  to  ascertain  to  what  extent  the 
Course  of  Study  is  being  followed,  with  a  view  of  bringing  it  promi- 
nently to  the  attention  of  teachers  and  impressing  upon  them  its 
importance.  I  therefore  adopted  nearly  the  same  plan  of  examination 
in  all  schools.  Beginning  a:  the  first  grade,  and  proceeding  upward 
through  all  the  grades,  I  examined  in  reading,  spelling,  language, 
arithmetic  and  geography,  and  when  time  permitted  in  Nova  Scotian 
tind  British  History.  In  the  majority  of  cases,  I  must  candidly 
confess,  the  result  was  disappointing,  though  I  was  gratified  to  note 
considerable  improvement  in  the  Summer  over  the  Winter  Term. 
Instances  were  not  rare  in  which  pupils  were  found  reading  No.  5  of 
the  Royal  Series,  whose  acquirements  in  other  subjects  were  not 
beyond  the  requirements  of  the  fourth  grade.  This  condition  of 
afiairs  was  noticeable,  of  course,  chiefly  in  schools  under  the  manage- 
ment of  untrained  and  inexperienced  teachers,  unfortunately  still  a 
very  large  class.  In  schools  presided  over  by  experienced  teachers 
of  the  higher  grades,  and  especially  in  those  under  the  charge  of 
teachers  who  have  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  a  Normal  School  training,  a 
much  better  classification  prevails.  In  my  notes  of  inspection  of  mis- 
cellaneous schools  in  Colchester  County,  where  the  majority  of  the 
teachers  are  of  the  last  mentioned  class,  I  find  only  eight  schools 
marked  below  fair  in  classification  ;  twenty-two  were  marked  fair  ; 
nineieen  good  and  three  superior.  This  gives  a  much  better  average 
than  the  marks  under  the  same  head  in  Pictou  County.  I  am  glad, 
however,  to  observe  an  increasing  tendency  among  the  teachers  and 
candidates  for  licenses  in  the  latter  county  to  avail  themselves  of 
the  advantages  of  a  Normal  School  course.  This  tendency  I  have 
used  every  efiTort  to  foster  and  encourage.  I  most  cordially  endorse 
the  opinion  expressed  by  my  predece««sor  in  office,  in  his  final  report. 
**  Could  we  s  cure  com;)ul<ory  ntrendance  of  o  ir  :  '^c'herH  upDn  that 
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Institution,  so  as  to  give  the  country  a  uniform  system  of  teaching^ 
in  connection  with  the  Course  of  Study,  much  would  be  done  to- 
wards facilitating  the  work  and  increasing  the  efficiency   of  our 

schools." 

I 

Permit  me  respectfully  to  suggest  that,  in  connection  with 
the  introduction  of  the  dourse  of  Study,  a  change  might  with 
advantage  be  made  in  Table  III  of  Trustees'  return.  As  it  stands  . 
at  present  it  is  practically  almost  valueless.  Some  teachers  return 
only  the  numbers  studying  the  various  subjects  from  text-books, 
while  others  include  those  receiving  oral  instruction,  however  ele- 
mentary. Even  were  a  uniform  method  followed  the  information 
obtained  must  still  be  very  indefinite.  For  example,  the  pupils 
in  a  country  school,  receiving  their  first  lessons  in  the  declension 
of  Latin  nouns,  are  placed  on  a  par  with  high  school  students 
preparing  for  grade  A,  license  or  for  matriculation  into  college: 
A  much  clearer  idea  of  the  character  of  the  work  done  would 
be  obtained  by  requiring  the  number  of  pupils  in  each  srade  to 
be  returned.  Besides  l^ing  more  definite  the  table  woula  be  less 
cumbersome,  eight  columns  taking  the  place  of  twenty-six  for 
common  schools.  A  corresponding  change  in  Table  2  of  the  school 
register  would  facilitate  the  work  of  the  teacher  in  preserving  a 
record  of  the  classification  of  the  school. 

I  humbly  submit  that  several  modifications  might,  in  my  opinion, 
be  made  in  the  preparation  of  Educational  statistics  without  mater- 
ially detracting  from  their  value.  It  seems  to  me  unnecessary  to 
repeat  twice  a  year  or  even  yearly  the  size  and  seating  capacity  of 
every  school  room  in  the  district,  when  the  only  variation  in  ninety- 
nine  per  cent,  of  cases  is  the  difTenent  estimate  hade  by  different 
teachers.  It  would  surely  be  sufficient  to  state  this  accurately  once 
and  thereafter  mention  any  alteration  made.  A^ain,  the  latter  part 
of  Table  3,  "  Period  of  Service  of  Teachers,"  involves  a  great  deal  of 
labour,  more  I  think,  than  its  importance  demands.  A  more  general 
grouping  would  serve  the  purpose  equally  well.  .Table  7  also  might 
be  simplified.  These  suggested  changes  may  seem  unimportant,  bat 
taken  m  conjunction  with  the  alteration  recommended  in  Table  3  of 
the  return,  they  would  materially  lessen  the  clerical  work  of  Inspec- 
tors, and  allow  more  time  for  inspection.  This  is  the  more  desirable, 
in  that  the  greater  part  of  this  work  has  to  be  done  during  that 
portion  of  the  Winter  Term  which  is  most  favourable  for  visitation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  McLELLAlSr. 

To  David  Allison,  Esq.,  Ll.  D. 

Superintendent  of  Education. 
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DISTRICT  No.   10.— NORTH  COLCHESTER  AND  CUMBER- 

LAND. 

W.  D.  Mackenzie,  Inspedtor. 
Sir,— 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  foUowin^^  report  for  the  year 
ended  Oct  Slst,  1884. 

Schools  in  Operation, — We  have  had  in  the  County  of  Cumberland 
fhis  year  167  schools  in  operation,  the  largest  record  in  the  history  of 
theCounty^and  five  more  than  any  county  in  theProvince  has  been  able 
to  show  up  to  the  pr&sent  time,  and  seven  more  than  our  own  record  of 
last  year.*  I  am  not  able  to  promise  that  there  will  be  any  considerable 
increase  in  the  number  of  schools  in  operation  in  this  County  for 
some  time  to  come,  as  they  have  been  pushed  this  year  to  their  f  ullast 
working  capacity ;  trustees  and  rate-payers  have  been  stimulated  to 

{greater  earnestness  and  energy  than  ever  before,  and  there  is  greater 
ikelihood  of  a  falling  off  than  an  increase,  unless  this  interest  can  in 
some  way  be  kept  up  to  its  present  level.  The  room  for  expansion 
was  not  so  large  in  Stirling  and  West  Colchester  as  in  Cumberland, 
still  there  has  been  in  these  parts  of  my  district  a  very  satisfactory 
increase  in  attendance,  and  only  one  school  vacant  through  the  year. 
I  omitted  to  say  that  Cumberland  had  but  one  school  vacant  the 
entire  year,  and  this  was  in  Mount  Pleasant  Section,  where  the  rate- 
payers built  a  very  handsome  school  house  last  winter,  and  being 
crippled  for  want  of  funds,  were  compelled,  much  against  their  will, 
to  do  without  school  for  two  terms.  If  the  law  regulating  the  dis- 
tribution of  County  money  were  a  little  more  elastic  I  could  have 
had  school  in  this  Section  by  giving  the  Trustees  a  small  grant 
towards  completing  the  school  house.  It  was  not  thought  advisable, 
according  to  your  own  instructions,  to  do  so,  and  I  was  compelled  to 
let  the  school  remain  closed;  but  for  this  Cumberland  would  not 
have  had  a  single  vacant  school  in  its  limits  extending  through  the 
year.  In  Stirling  and  West  Colchester  there  were  this  term 
(summer) — 

Pupils  enrolled 2,973 

Last  summer  term,  Pupils  enrolled 2,707 

Gain 266 

^       1  .   .  I    . .      ,  f  This  summer  term 169,293 

<Jrand  total  attendance  . . .   |  ^a^^  ^^^^^^^  ^^^^ ^^q^^^ 

Gain ; 18,933 

Old  BtiUdings, — I  have  been  compelled  to  condemn  a  few  old 
buildings,  but  only  such  as  were  really  unfit  for  further  use.     The 

•  In  thl«  oompulson  HftUfax  City  ii  not  taken  as  a  part  or  H-v-ifa:c  Crmfy.     The  Inspector  has  orer- 
SAokcd  the  jP*etoK  retnniB  for  1878.— D.  A. 
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dilapidated  houses  are  being  pretty  well  weeded  out.  In  several 
cases  the  rate-payers  themselves,  on  Diy  submitting  the  matter  to- 
them,  condemned  the  buildings. 

New  Buildings. — A  considerable  number  of  new  buildings  have 
been  erecte«l  and  completed  this  year.  A  wing  containing  two  de- 
partments has  been  added  to  the  Amherst  Academy ;  a  new  house  b 
now  being  built  for  the  Point  Department  of  the  Economy  Graded 
School ;  Half  Way  River  has  a  new  school  house ;  a  new  department 
has  been  added  to  the  Joggins  school,  and  one  to  the  house  at  Advo- 
cate ;  a  new  room  has  been  added  to  the  River  Hebert  school ;  Fox 
River  has  a  school  house  now  in  course  of  erection. 

New  Graded  Schools. — A  new  graded  school  of  two  departments 
has  been  formed  at  Advocate  Harbor  with  Mr.  John  Reid,  of  Pictou, 
as  principal.  This  is  the  section  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction 
wisely  refused  to  divide  last  summer.  I  hope  to  establish  a  third 
department  in  this  school  next  summer,  or  at  furthest  next  winter.  • 
A  new  graded  schi^ol  of  two  departments  has  been  established  at 
River  Hebert  by  the  union  of  the  east  and  west  sections.  Though 
there  were  no  real  difficulties  in  the  way  of  this  union  it  has  taken 
about  four  years  to  accomplish,  and  in  order  to  expedite  matters  I 
was  compelled  to  condemn  one  of  the  school  houses,  though  not 
until  it  was  really  unfit  for  service.  A  new  graded  school  has  also 
been  formed  at  Joggins  Mines  with  Mr.  J.  F.  Steele,  as  Principal. 
The  new  graded  school  at  Portau pique  has  been  abolished  and,  by 
division  of  the  section,  two  miscellaneous  schools  established  in  its 
stead.  This  is  an  apparent  retrogression,  though  in  reality  a  very 
beneficial  change.  As  you  are  already  fully  acquainted  with  the 
reasons  for  this  change  I  need  not  dwell  further. 

Children  of  school  age  unregistered. — It  is  fair  to  state  that  not- 
withstanding our  marked  advance  this  year,  we  still  show  a  compara- 
tively large  number  of  children  from  5  to  15  years  of  ago  who  have 
not  (apparently^  been  at  school.  Trustees'  Return,  column  29,  which 
would  give  us  the  the  exact  number  is,  I  fear,  very  frequently  guessed 
at  by  trustees,  so  that  I  cannot  be  absolutely  sure  my  figures  are 
conect.  In  Amherst  section  alone,  according  to  an  accurate  census 
taken  by  Principal  Lay,  there  are  103  children  of  school  age  not 
registered  at  school.  Some  of  these  may  be  going  to  private  schools. 
Mr.  Lay  saj^s :  "  I  cannot  say  how  many  are  being  educated  abroad 
or  at  home,  but  doubtless  the  education  of  fifty  persons  of  school  age 
is  neglected."  And  this,  notwithstanding  the  law  making  attendance 
at  school  compulsory  has  been  adopted  and  is  in  force  in  Amherst. 
The  entire  number  of  absentees  in  Cumberland  for  Summer  Term  I 
put  down  at  846,  probably  very  nearly  right.  The  average  number 
for  the  year  is  found  to  be  952.  With  a  school  in  every  section  of 
the  county  I  was  very  much  startled  to  see  so  large  a  total  of  delin- 
quents, and  after  having  given  the  matter  a  great  deal  of  attention  am 
disposed  to  think  the  only  way  of  awakening  a  more  general  interest 
and  thus  stirring  up  backward  and  apathetic  sections  is,  by  lecturing 
on  the  subjectoieducation,  if  I  can  spare  the  time,  i^nd  the  proposal 
meet  with  your  approval. 
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Course  of  Study, — The  Course  of  Study,  as  you  are  aware,  was 
first  generally  introduced  in  this  district ;  it  is  closely  followed  in 
every  school.  Any  difficulties,  naturally  inseparable  from  the  intro- 
duction of  an  entirel}'^  new  system  have  long  since  passed  away,  there 
is  no  friction.  Teachers  were  early  supplied,  but  within  the  year 
all  our  secretaries  have  been  supplied  with  a  copy  of  the  printed 
schedule,  and  all  understand  its  requirements  and  provisions. 
Attention  of  trustees  was  especially  directed  to  the  CJourse  by  a 
circular  addressed  to  each  board,  with  your  approval,  a  year  ago. 
And  schools  ara  now  examined  strictly  according  to  its  requirements, 
as  well  by  trustees  when  they  visit,  as  by  myself.  We  tave  had 
considerable  difficulty  in  bringing  arithrnetic  up  to  the  standard 
therein  laid  down,  but  this  has  been  accomplished.  Before  the 
introduction  of  the  Course  it  was  very  common  to  find  children 
reading  in  the  5th  and  6th  books,  who  had  not  begun  to  do  addition, 
nor  was  there  any  uniformity  in  instruction,  but  the  Course  has 
changed  all  this.  In  many  of  the  miscellaneous  schools  the  grading 
is  as  perfect  as  in  regularly  graded  schools.  The  Course  has  in  a 
marked  degree  helped  regularity  in  attendance.  There  can  be  no 
promotion  except  by  passing  the  required  grade  tests  and  as  soon  as 
a  child  understands  this,  irregularity  to  a  great  extent  ceases.  The 
Course  has  proved  of  especial  value  to  young  and  inexperienced 
teachers,  in  that  it  classifies  the  pupils  for  thein  with  little  effort  on 
their  part  and  it  prevents  interference  of  parents  which  used  to  prevail 
largely. 

Branches  taught  are  those  laid  down  in  the  Course  of  Study, 
with  especial  reference  to  the  more  practical  work.  We  have  paid, 
for  reasons  before  stated,  very  particular  attention  to  arithmetic. 
In  a  few  schools  where  this  branch  was  not  up  to  the  Course  standard 
when  I  visited,  teachers  have  since  reported  it  well  up.  Industrial 
Drawing  we  class  among  practical  work,  and  we  show  in  Cumber- 
land 2,852  pupils  studying  this  important  branch.  In  Stirling  and 
West  Colchester  the  number  in  this  branch  is  1,974,  making  in  the 
district  a  total  of  4,826.  Prizes  for  Industrial  Drawing,  Original 
Design,  and  Penmanship  were  offered  by  the  Committee  of  the 
District  Agricultural  Exhibition,  held  at  Amherst  in  October.  The 
first  and  second  prizes  for  Drawing  were  taken  by  pUpils  of  Miss 
Abbie  C.  Gray,  of  New  Annan.  This  school  is  miscellaneous,  and 
the  pupils  had  but  three  terms  practice.  Miss  Hatfield,  of  Port 
Greville,  took  first  prize  in  Writing,  the  second  was  carried  off*  by  a 
pupil  at  Amherst  Academy.  The  best  full  series  of  copy  books  came 
from  Principal  Eraser's  Department,  Acadia  Iron  Mines.  An  Honor 
Cei*tificate  for  best  specimen  of  Map  Drawing  was  awarded  to  Miss 
Forman,  Londonderry.  Honor  Certificate  for  best  collection  of 
minerals  went  to  Amherst  Academy.  The  specimens  of  original 
design  were  not  sufficiently  good  to  warrant  the  Judges  in  making  any 
award.  I  intended  sending  you  the  prize  books,  but  was  unable, 
owing  to  hurry,  to  secure  them  all. 

Association. — On  consultation  with  the  leading  teachers  it  wa-^ 
decided  to  omit  our  local  Association  and  make  a  strong  effort  to  s^e^wx^ 
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a  large  representation  to  the  Provincial  Educational  Institute.  In 
accordance  with  the  advice  of  the  committee  I  advertised  in  our 
local  papers  at  Truro  and  Amherst,  and  about  one  half  the  entire 
number  of  teachers  in  this  district  attended  the  Association.  The 
stimulus  there  received  re-acted  on  our  schools  almost  immediately, 
and  infused  new  life  into  pupils  and  teachers.  I  trust  the  represen- 
tation from  this  district  will  be  as  large  next  year.  The  importance 
of  regular  attendance  at  the  General  Association  cannot  be  over- 
estimated. All  our  teachers  acknowledge  their  healthfully  stimulat- 
ing effect,  and  I  have  personally  derived  much  benefit  fi"om  my 
experiences  at  these  meetings. 

Superior  Schools, — Close  adherence  to  the  Course  of  Study  has 
veiy  largely  increased  the  number  of  superior  schools.  Our  Graded 
Schools  take  the  lead, — notably  Amherst,  Acadia  Iron  Mines  and 
Parrsboro*.  Principal  Slade*s  department,  Oxford,  does  fine  work,  as 
does  Miss  Charman's,  Wallace,  and  Miss  Jennie  Bell's  at  Spring  Hill 
Mines.  The  Graded  Schools  at  Great  Village  and  Folly  Village  are 
both  superior.  Principal  Johnson's  department  at  Five  Islands,  and 
Miss  Wood's  at  Joggins  Mines,  are  also  superior.  Among  superior 
miacdlaneotia  schools  those  under  the  management  of  the  following 
teachers  have  taken  the  highest  marks : — Mr.  Scanlan,  Ellen  Har- 
rison, Louella  Logan,  Amelia  Peppard,  Annie  Drysdale,  Kenneth 
Chisholm,  Miss  M  K.  Hunter,  Abbie  C.  Gray,  Sara  Smith,  Irvin  E. 
Frederick,  Miss  Copeland,  Cassie  Bacon,  Mr.  Vance,  Mr.  Joseph  H. 
Brownell,  Alida  Y.  Kerr,  and  Hattie  Johnson.  I  am  bound  injustice 
to  say  there  are  others  well  deserving  of  mention. 

In  speaking  of  branches  taught  I  intended  mentioning  Agricvl- 
tural  Chemistry.  This  is  a  branch  that  deserves  a  much  greater 
measure  of  attention  than  our  teachers  have  been  able  to  give  to  it, 
having  been  obliged  to  occupy  so  much  time  woil^ing  other  branches  of 
the  Course  of  Study  up  to  the  required  standard.  I  purpose  again 
devoting  as  much  attention  to  thvs  study  as  we  did  two  or  three 
terms  ago.  This  is  not  the  place  to  talk  about  agriculture,  but  I 
pause  to  observe  that  we  are  undoubtedly  behind  other  Provinces  of 
Canada  in  Agricultural  Education.  Even  New  Brunswick  and 
P.  E.  Island  have  Grovernment  Stock  Farms  while  we  have  none. 
The  time  is  surely  ripe  for  the  establishment  of  a  chair  of  Agriculture 
at  Truro,  or  elsewhere  in  Nova  Scotia,  with  an  experimental  and 
stock  farm  in  immediate  connection. 

I  have  avoided  figures  as  much  as  possible  in  this  report  as  you 
already  hold  my  statistical  tables. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  D.  MACKENZIR 

To  David  Allison,  Esq.,  M.  A.,  Ll.  D. 

Superintendent  of  Education, 
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APPENDIX    C. 


REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  SCHOOL  COMMISSIONERS. 


CHAIRMAN'S     REPORT. 
Office  of  Commissioners  of  Schools, 


.} 


Halifax,  N.  S.,  November,  1884 
To  David  Allison,  Esq.,  Ll.  D., 

Superintendent  of  Education  for  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia : 

8m,— 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  accompanying  repo|:ts  and 
statistical  info|-mation  regarding  thp  High  School  and  the  Common 
Schools  of  the  City  of  Halifax,  for  the  school  year  ended  the  31st  of 
October,  1884. 

The  sum  of  $77,739.47  has  been  expended  on  the  maintenance  of 
the  schools  during  the  past  year,  fibout  $12,000.00  of  which  was 
received  from  Government  and  other  sources.  The  balance,  say 
$65,700.00,  was  a  direct  tax  upon  the  citizens— seemingly  a  large 
amount — ^yet  when  we  consider  that  the  cost  of  buildings,  for  rentq 
and  interest  on  debentures  alone,  amounts  to  about  $13,800.00,  it  wiU 
be  readily  seen  that  the  other  services  could  not  be  maintained  for 
less  than  they  were,  without  an  impairment  of  their  efficiency.  Nine 
or  ten  years  ago  the  Commissioners  were  authorized  by  law  to  assess 
the  city  for  $60,000.00  for  school  purpases.  Since  that  time  the 
school-going  population  has  increased  1356,  and  the  High  School  has 
been  built,  and  yet  the  sum  for  which  the  Commissioners  may  assess 
has  remained  a  fixed  quantity.  Of  course,  special  application  to  the 
Oovernor-in-Council  is  necessary  each  year  for  a  small  additional 
sum,  yet,  on  the  whole,  it  is  eviaent  that  economy  has- characterized 
the  administration  of  the  Board. 

Owing  to  the  crowded  state  of  Morris  Si  School  it  was  found 
necessary  to  enlarge  the  school  building.  The  addition  consists  of 
two  large  departments,  in  which  all  the  children  formerly  crowded 
into  three  cap-rooms  will  be  accommodated,  thus  savipg  to  the  Boar4 
the  salary  of  one  teacher. 

Early  in  the  last  school  year,  a  neat  and  commodious  sphool  hous^, 
costing,  including  furniture  and  fittings,  some  seven  hundred  dollars, 
was  opened  at  the  Af  licville  Settlement,  affording  ample  accommoda- 
tion for  the  children  in  that  locality. 


58  '  HALIFAX  CITY  SCHOOLS. 


Several  changes  were  made  in  the  positions  of  teachers  during  the 
year.  These  changes  resulted  from  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the  Board 
to  have  each  teacher  occupy  that  particular  department  in  which  her 
talents  would  produce  the  best  results.  Good  primary  teachers  are 
bom,  not  made.  Poeta  naacitur,  mon  Jit  They  are  rarce  aves,  and 
should  be  prized  accordingly,  and  placed  in  primary  departments  with 
increased  remuneration  if  neceessary.  No  teacher,  except  the  prin- 
cipal, occupies  so  honorable  and  responsible  a  position  as  the  lady 
whose  duty  it  is  to  open  the  portals  of  learning  to  the  unformed 
minds  of  tender  youth,  and  make  the  transition  from  parental  care 
to  school  life  easy  and  pleasant.  Changes  in  the  positions  of  teachers 
in  consequence  of  peculiar  aptitudes,  or  of  health,  do  not  imply 
inferiority  in  teaching  ability.  The  greater  number  of  changes  were 
made,  however,  in  order  to  enable  the  Board  to  avail  itself  of  the 
advantages  of  the  principle  of  division  of  labor  in  the  senior  depart- 
ments of  St.  Patrick's  and  Brunswick  St.  Schools,  The  adoption  of 
this  principle  gives  every  satisfaction,  justifying  the  hope  that  its 
further  extension  will  be  followed  by  the  happiest  results. 

Being  desirous  of  increasing  the  usefulness  of  the  High  School,  the 
Board  adopted  a  series  of  resolutions  which  will  be  submitted  in  due 
time.  Industrial  Drawing  has  been  added  to  the  Course  of  Study, 
and  the  accomplishments  of  the  Drawing  Master  are  to  be  utilized  for 
the  benefit  of  the  teachers  of  the  common  schools,  with  a  view  of 
thoroughly  engrafting  this  art  into  all  parts  of  the  system. 

At  various  times  during  the  year  I  have  made  it  my  duty,  in 
company  with  brother  Commissioners,  to  visit  the  several  departments 
of  the  schools,  and  note  their  general  conditions,  give  advice  to  the 
teachers,  and  a  word  of  encouragement  to  both  teachers  and  pupils. 
I  have  been  very  much  gratified  with  the  reception  uniformly  accord- 
ed to  me,  and  generally  with  the  evident  manifestations  of  faithful 
and  successful  work  done  in  our  schools.  They  will,  judging  from 
my  own  observations,  and  from  information  which  I  received  from 
our  school  oflBcers,  certainly  compare  favorably  with  the  schools  of 
any  similarly  circumstanced  city  in  our  country. 

The  office  of  Commissioners  of  Schools  for  the  City  of  Halifax  is 
by  no  means  a  sinecure.  There  were  twenty-three  regular  meetings 
01  the  Board  l&st  year.  Besides  this,  each  Commissioner  is  on  at 
least  three  committees.  This  necessitates  attendance  at  about  fifty 
additional  meetings  for  each  member.  There  were  one  hundred  and 
twenty-two  meetings  last  year.  Then  there  is  the  time  occupied  at 
public  examinations,  a  duty  almost  imperative  by  recent  r^ulation ; 
the  occasional  visits  to  particular  departments  ;  the  frequent  consul- 
tations with  private  citizens  and  teachers;  the  care  necessary  in 
looking  after  repairs,  &c.,  all  taken  together,  implying  an  amount  of 
labor  of  which  the  public  have  but  a  small  conception,  and  which 
would  make  any  conscientious  man  hesitate  before  accepting  such  a 
responsibilty. 

While  every  member  of  the  Board  performed  his  onerous  duties 
with  zeal,  and  in  the  strictest  honesty  and  desire  for  the  public  good. 
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yet  it  is  fitting  that  I  should  here  make  special  mention  of  one  Com- 
missioner in  whom  were  happily  united  the  scholar,  the  practical 
man,  and  the  integrity  which  knew  no  swerving  from  duty, — a  man 
who  ever  placed  the  welfare  of  teachers  and  pupils  before  his  own 
interests  and  preferences ;  and  a  large  portion  of  whose  time  was 
devoted  to  the  schools.  I  refer  to  Michael  A.  J.  Walsh,  the  late 
Vice-Chairman. 

The  year  now  ended  has  been  one  of  quiet,  hard,  and  fairly 
successful  work, — a  year  in  which  several  important  principles  have 
been  established.  Still  we  do  not  assume  for  a  moment  that  our 
schools  are  what  they  ought  to  be,  or  what  they  will  be,  if  we  are 
alive  to  our  necessities,  or  make  the  best  of  our  opportunities. 

In  order  to  economize  as  much  as  possible,  one  department  of 
Tower  Road  School  was  closed,  the  pupils  being  absorbed  into  the 
other  departments.  Similar  arrangements  have  been  made  with 
regard  to  a  department  in  Morris  Street  School,  thus  saving  the 
salaries  of  two  teachers.  But  on  the  other  hand,  we  were  obliged  to 
open  departments  in  connection  with  Albro  Street,  St.  Mary\s,  St. 
Patrick's  and  Russel  Street  Schools,  two  of  which  have  already  been 
made  permanent,  and  the  others  will  have  to  be  continued  also. 

A  new  regulation  regarding  public  examinations  has  been  adopted, 
which  enables  them  to  be  concluded  much  more  expeditiously  than 
formerly.  Six  Commissioners,  with  the  Supervisor,  in  the  depart- 
ments of  principals;  and  the  other  Commissioners,  one  in  each 
department,  conduct  examinations  simultaneously. 

It  is  every  year  becoming  a  serious  question,  what  shall  we  do 
with  our  aged  teachers,  whose  best  years  and  energies  have  been 
spent  in  our  employment  ?  To  continue  to  employ  them  when  their 
methods  become  antiquated,  and  their  usefulness  partially  gone,  is  an 
injustice  to  the  particular  rate-payers  who  patronize  their  schools. 
But  to  turn  them  adrift  is  a  double  wrong.  First,  it  is  an  injustice  to 
aged  servants  who  still  have  claims  on  us ;  and  secondly,  good  men 
will  be  found,  either  not  entering,  or  as  quickly  as  possible  retiring 
from,  a  profession  in  which  the  chances  of  advancement  are  small, 
and  the  prospects  of  age  somewhat  dreary.  Would  it  not  be  wisdom 
and  economy  to  equalize  the  support  of  such  persons  on  the  whole 
community,  by  some  system  of  superannuation  ?  There  are  cetainly 
stronger  reasons  for  it  in  this  case  than  in  the  Civil  Service.  If  such 
a  plan  were  adopted  it  would  lead  to  very  much  greater  care  being 
taken  in  the  selecting  of  teachers  who  would  be  physically,  mentally 
and  morally  fitted  for  their  work. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  again  expressing  the  hope  that 
the  Board  may  be  able  to  obtain  such  legislation  at  tne  next  session 
of  the  Legislature  as  will  enable  it  to  place  the  High  School  upon  a 
more  enlightened  basis,  thus  afibrding  to  the  boys  and  girls  of  the 
city  and  county  the  blessings  of  a  higher  education. 

I  desire  to  bear  testimony  to  the  persevering  zeal  of  the  Supervi- 
sor, Mr.  Alexander  McKay,  in  using  bis  beat  efforts  ^xca^s^  ^^^n: 
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schools  a  succesa  It  also  affords  me  pleasure  to  express  my  approval 
of  the  faithful  and  efficient  manner  in  which  the  Secretary^  Mr.  R  J. 
Wilson,  has  performed  the  duties  pertaining  to  his  office. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  ACKHURST, 

Chairmcm. 
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SUPERVISOR'S   REPORT. 


The  Boabd  of  School  CoMuissioNEBa  for  the  Citt  of  Halifax  : 

Gentlemen, — In  accordance  with  an  eBtablished  CDBtom,  I  submit 
herewith  tabulated  statementB  of  the  Attendance  and  Studies  of  the 
Pupils  of  our  Public  Schools,  together  with  some  observations  on 
their  condition,  and  suggestions  regarding  imprOTements  which  I 
consider  necessary  in  order  to  ensure  greater  efficiency  and  economy 
hereafter. 

PUBLIC   SCHOOLS:    Tiackesb  Emplotm. 
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Early  in  the  year  it  was  found  that  all  the  pupils  attending 
Tower  Road  School  (three  departments),  could  be  accommodated  in 
two  departments.  One  of  the  teachers  was  accordingly  transferred 
to  a  vacancy  in  Albro  Street  School. 

The  overcrowding  of  the  primary  departments  of  St.  Patrick's 
and  Russell  Street  Schools,  having  become  chronic,  it  was  found 
necessary  to  open  new  and  permanent  departments  in  each  of  these 
schools,  thus  making  99  regular  departments,  as  reported  in  the 
above  table.  In  addition  to  these,  there  were  two  temporary  depart- 
ments during  a  part  of  the  Summer  Term ;  one  in  connection  with 
St.  Mary's  School,  and  the  other  in  Albro  Street  School. 

/(  is  evident  from,  the  above  Tahle,  that  the  proportion  of  Female 
jTtiocAers  holding  the  higher  grades  ia  inereaeing. 
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Abstracts  of  Tables. 

Length  of  Winter  Term  from  1st  November,  1883,  to  30th  April, 
1884,  in  school  days 115 

Length  of  Summer  Term  from  1st  Mav,  1884,  to  31st  October, 

1884 ". 100 

During  the  Winter  Term,  60  departments  were  open  115  days  each. 
"  "  "       22  "  "  113     *•      " 

It  <c  "If)  '*  "  lis         **  " 

During  the  Summer  Term,  51  "  "  100     "       " 

It  u  «  aa  tt  ((  Q^        (I         (( 

17  "  "  93  or  94      " 

((  il  tt  Q  ((  ((  OQ  c.  tt 

St.  Patrick's  School  was  closed  three  days  just  after  midsummer 
holidays,  in  order  to  give  time  to  complete  certain  repairs  to  the  play 
ground. 

Morris  Street  School  was  closed  for  eleven  days,  previous  to 
midsummer  holidays,  on  account  of  contagious  disease  in  the  rooms  of 
the  Janitrix  in  the  basement. 

Pupils  Registered. 

As  shown  by  the  School  Returns,  the  total  number  of  pupils 
enrolled  for  the  Winter  Term,  not  including  the  High  School,  was 
4898,  of  whom  2411  were  boys,  and  2487  were  girla  As  to  ages, 
4683  were  reported  under  15  years,  and  215  above  15  years. 

These  pupils  made  a  grand  total  days'  attendance  of  398,997  ;  the 
average  daily  attendance  in  all  the  schools  being  3607.55,  or  about 
36  pupils  to  each  teacher. 

The  total  number  of  pupils  reported  as  enrolled  for  the  Summer 
Term  was  5388,  of  whom  2575  were  boys,  and  2813  were  girls.  As 
to  ages,  5155  were  reported  under  15  years,  and  233  above  15  years. 

These  pupils  made  a  grand  total  days'  attendance  of  361,983  ;  the 
average  daily  attendance  in  all  the  schools  being  3872.23,  or  about 
38  pupils  to  each  teacher. 

The  total  number  of  different  pupils  reported  as  attending  school 
during  some  part  of  the  year  was  5828,  or  210  more  than  during  the 
preceding  year. 

The  grand  total  days'  attendance  was  22,388  days  less  than  it  was 
as  reported  for  the  preceding  year.  This  may  be  partly  accounted 
for  by  the  closing  of  Morris  Street  School  for  eleven  days,  and  St 
Patrick's  for  three  days,  as  stated  above. 

The  proportion  of  population  at  school  in  this  city,  for  the  year, 
was  about  1  in  6.2,  being  less  than  in  most  parts  of  the  province. 

In  the  following  Table  I  have  endeavored  to  give,  approximately, 
an  idea  of  the  grade  of  work  done  in  each  department.  Although  the 
Course  of  Study  for  Common  Schools,  prescribed  by  the  Counci!  of 
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Public  Instruction,  has  been  in  the  hands  of  the  teachers  for  more 
than  two  years,  yet  very  many  do  not  follow  it.  There  seems  to  be 
a  tendency  to  ignore  the  more  difficult  studies,  such  as  Language 
Lessons,  Composition,  Canadian  History,  Arithmetic,  Drawing,  and 
Lessons  on  Nature.  Much  time  has  been  taken  up  in  hearing  pupils 
read  without  drilling  them  in  reading,  in  causing  pupils  to  copy 
long  extracts  without  any  careful  corrections  of  such  extracts  when 
copied.  Pupils  were  accordingly  hurried  into  reading  books  much 
in  advance  of  what  their  general  school  standing  would  warrant. 

The  result,  of  course,  was  that  pupils  who  could  not  do  an  exer* 
cise  in  Multiplication  or  Division,  with  facility,  were  often  found 
struggling  with  the  difficulties  of  4th  and  5th  Beaders. 

The  Principals  of  nearly  all  the  schools,  however,  seem  fully 
alive  to  the  importance  of  this  subject,  and  I  hope  before  long  to  be 
able  to  report  with  some  degree  of  exactness  the  number  of  pupils  in 
each  department  who  complete  any  particular  grade  at  the  end  of 
each  Term. 

The  prescribed  Course  of  Study  comprises  eight  Grades,  covering 
as  many  years  of  school  work— beginning  with  Grade  L 

Note. — Any  person  desirous  oi  knowing  more  particularly  the 
amount  of  work  implied  by  Grades  L,  II.,  III.,  Ac.,  and  hence  the 
work  done  by  each  teacher,  can  find  the  necessary  information  on 
subsequent  pages  of  the  Report 
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TABLE,  «ft«wni?  AHendanee,  Grade  of  Pupib,  4re.,  jvr  each    DepartmtM 
of  lAt  Common  School*, 
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CHANGES   IN    tEACHERS. 

Transferred, 
^anet  A.  McLeod.  from  Acadian  School,  2nd  Department,  to  Bruns- 
wick St.  School,  6th  Department. 
S.   W.   Shields,  from   5th    Department  Albro    St.    School,   to   4th 

Department  Albro  St.  School. 
Mary  A.   Johns,   from   6th   Department  Albro   St.  School,   to   6tli 

Department  Albro  St.  School. 
E.  W.  Elsdon,  from  10th  Department  Albro  St.  School,  to  7th  Depart- 
ment Albro  St.  School,  and  subsequently  to  her  former  position. 
Maggie  R.  McCurdy,  from  Lockmah  St.  School^  to  5th  Department 

Albro  St.  School,  and  then  to  6th  Department,  Albro  St.  School. 
Mrs.  Charlotte  Hosterman,  from  2nd  Department  Beech  St.  School,  to 

3rd  Department  Beech  St.  School, 
Mary  H,  Qrierson,  from  3rd  Department  Beech  St.  School,  to  2nd 

Department  Beech  St.  School. 
Emily  F.  Richardson,  from  3rd  Department  Brunswick  St.  School,  to 

2nd  Girls*  Department,  Morris  St.  School. 
Janet  R  McArthur,  from  4th  Department  Bininswick  St.  School,  to 

2nd  Departm:ent  Acadian  School. 
Ella  M.  Curren,  from  6th  Department  Brunswick  St.  School,  to  4th 

Department  Brunswick  St.  School. 
Jafmes  A.  Smith,  from  1st  Department  Maynard  St.  School^  to  11th 

Department  Albro  St.  School. 
Jane  Bruce,  from  Lockmau  St.  School,  to  1st  Department  Maynard 

St.  School, 
Florence  A.  Peters,  from  1st  Girls*  Department,  Morris  St.  School,  to 

3rd  Department  Brunswick  St.  School. 
Jane  Cunningham,  from  2nd  Girls*  Department  Morris  St.  School,  to 

1st  Girls*  Department  Morris  St.  School. 
Sister  Bernard,  from  1st  Girls*  Department  St.  Mary*s  School,  to  1st 

Girls*  Department  St.  Patrick's  School. 
Sister  Pius,  from   2nd  Girls*  Department  St.  Mary*s  School,  to  1st 

Girls*  Department  St.  Mary's  School. 
Sister  Martina,  from  3rd  Girls*  Department,  St.  Mary^s  School,  to  5th 

Girls*  Department,  St.  Mary*s  School. 
Sister  DeChantal,  from  5th  Girls*  Department,  St.  Mary's  School,  to 

3rd  Girls*  Department,  Ht.  Mary's  School,  and  then  to  the  2nd 

Department  same  school. 
Mrs.  Hannah  E.  Coleman,  from  5th  Boys*  Department,  St.  Patrick's 

School,  to  6th  Boys*  Department;  St.  Patrick's  School. 
Margaret  Sullivan,  from  6th  Boys'  Department  St.  Patrick's  School. 

to  5th  Boys'  Department,  St.  Patrick's  School. 
Sister  Dolorosa,  from  1st  Girls'  Department,  St.  Patrick's  School,  to 

2nd  Girls*  Department,  St.  Patrick's  School. 
Sister  Ambrosa,  from  2nd  Girls'  Department,  St.  Patrick's  School,  to 

3rd  Girls'  Department,  St.  Patrick's  School. 
Sister  Perpetua,  from  3rd  Girls'  Department,  St.  Patrick's  School,  to 

3rd  Girls'  Department,  St.  Mary's  School. 
S.  J.   Sullivan,  from  2nd  Department  Tower  Road  School,  to  10th 

Dep'»rtment  Albro  St.  School,  and  s\:i\:>?.^A\v>T\tN\  \,cn\\^\  \v^\\>\v.x 
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Resigned. 

Tcnn  of 
Service. 

Alexander  McKay. .  .Dept.  Math,  and  Ph.  Sa,  Hx.  High  School.  3  yrs. 

James  Leichti Modern  Languages  Dept,     "        "  7   " 

Geo.  M.  Muggins 2nd  Dept.  Albro  St.  School 6   " 

Alice  M.  Mason 4tli     "  "  "       8" 

Bessie  I.  Mitchell ....  7th     "  "  "  10   " 

Fred.  A.  Rand 2nd  Boys'  Dept.,  Morris  St.  School     . . ,   2   " 

Mary  A.  Wyllie.   . . .  2nd  Dept,  Richmond  School 3   " 

Sister  M.  Philippa  ...2nd  Girls*  Dept,  Russell  St  School   1   " 

Frederick  T.  Burke  .  Ist  Boys'  Dept,  St  Mary's  School 8 


ti 


John  M.  Vereker.  . . .  2nd  " 
John  P.  Griffin  .  ...  2nd  " 
John  W.Walsh  .  ..3rd  " 
Mile.  B.  E.  Hibbitts  .  1st  " 
Mary  S.  O'Toole  ...  2nd  " 
Margt  E.  Flemining.2nd   " 


St  Patrick's  "  .[[   !.'l6  " 

" 3m(» 

Summer  St    "  5  yrs. 

"  13   " 

Tower  Road    "  7  ** 


Appointed, 

A.  J.  Denton to  Dept  Math  and  Ph.  Sc.,  Hx.  High  School. 

N.  C.  James "  Modem  Languages  and  Ind.  Drawing,  High  Sdi- 

W.  E.  Thompson . .  "  2nd  Dept  Albro  St  School 

Jane  Bruce "  Lockman  St  School. 

Aulay  Morrison.. . .  "  2nd  Dept.  Morris  St  School. 

Edith  A.  Alison "  2nd      "      Richmond      " 

Sister  Berchmens.. .  "  2nd  Girls*  Dept  Russell  St  School. 

J.  J.  Cameron '*  1st  Boys'  Dept,  St  Mary's  School 

J  A  Wall "  2nd  "  "  "  " 

A.  J.  G.  McEchen .    "2nd"  "       St  Patrick's" 

Cassie  Garten.   ..."  3rd    " 

Mrae.  Foley "1st  Dept,  Summer  St.  School. 

"  2nd    " 


HIGH  SCHOOLS. 

I.    HALIFAX  HIGH  SCHOOL 

This  School  has  received  much  attention  from  the  Board  during 
the  past  year.  A  new  syllabus  for  the  Entrance  Examinations  was 
prescribed.  By  this  syllabus,  while  the  extent  of  the  subjects  was 
curtailed  and  more  accurately  defined,  yet,  greater  thoroughness  in 
each  was  required  of  the  candidates.  By  it,  also,  reading  and  spelling 
were  accounted  important  elements  in  determining  a  boy's  fitness  for 
entrance  into  High  School  work.  This  gave  a  decidcKi  stimulus  to 
the  more  careful  study  of  these  branches  in  all  those  schools  whidi 
repared  pupils  for  the  Halifax  High  School.  Hie  time  of  the 
D  trance  Examination  was  also  changed,  so  as  to  cause  it  to  syn- 
dironize  with  the  time  of  grading  in  the  common  sehools,  therebjr 
preventing  much  inconvenience  to  the  latter. 


I' 
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ENTRANCE  EXAMINATIONS. 


Examinations  for  admission  were  held  April  28th  and  October 
27th,  1884,  under  the  amended  Regulations. 

The  results  of  these  Examinations  are  given  in  the  following 
table  : — 


April  28th,  29th,  188^, 


Nami. 

Alexander,  James  S . 
Blackadar,  Frank  A . 
Burbridge,  Geo.  A  . . 
♦Chipman.  Arthur  S.. 
Conrod,  William  H 
Coorabes,  Edmund  G. 
Crowe,  R  William . . 
Dalton,  Harry  H  . . 
Davison,  Walter  S... 
DeBlois,  George     . . . 

Davis,  Charles   

Gossip,  Arthur  .  ... 
Harris,  William  C. . . 
Hilchie,  Charles. T..  • 
Holloway,  William.. 
Jamieson,  James  G . . 
Jones,  James  C ..... . 

Jost,  Allan  D 

Keating,  Henry  E.  C. 

McLeod,  George 

McLarren,  Allan  H. . 
Pearman,  William  S . 
Rutherford,  Douglas 

Smith,  Harry  O 

Teasdale,  Thomas  C. . 
Wetmore,  Robert  K. 

Wilson,  Arthur  E 

Wood,  Alex.  U 
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Scholarship Albro  St. 

"  .#..,......  Morris  St. 
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Dimock,  Frank  W. . .  14 

Stikeman,  Walter  C.  14 

Vizard,  Leonard  F. . .  11 

•Crofton,AlgemonF.B.  10 

Wetmore,  Kobert  K .  14 
Seabrook,  George  T. . 

Preedy,  William  M . .  15 

Pearman,  William  S.  13 

Piers,  Harry 14 

•0'Donnell,C.  Percy.  15 

McKay,  Alfred  A. .. .  13 

MacCoy,  Wensley  B .  14 


October  27th,  28th,  I884, 

Paying Prep.  Dept.  H.  Sch. 


(( 


(( 


(( 


(( 


It 


tt 


tt 


tt 


it 


Honor  Scholarship  ....  Albro  St.  School. 


tt 


tt 


tt 


tt 


tl 


Payinsf . 


tt 


tt 


tt 


IC 


tt 


It 


Moris  St. 


w 


70 


HALIFAX  CITY  SCHOOLS. 


Namb. 

AOB. 

Whssb  Edugatkd. 

Mills,  Matthew  .  . 

.14 

Honor 

Scholar 

ship . 

. .   Albro  St 

School 

Lilly,  John 

...14 
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tt 

<( 

Harris,  Clifton  J. 

..   14 

(( 

(C 

M 

Davis,  Charles  S   . 

...16 

u. 

. . . .  National 

U 

Daniel,  Wm.  H.  . . 

.14 

u 

....Albro  St. 

U 

Dal  ton,  Harry  H   . 

..    13 

n 

n 

(( 

Cameron,  Simon  H. 

H.  14 

tt 

.... Russel  St. 

(( 

Bartlow,  Thomas  E 

'..   14 

u 

.  . .  Albro  St. 

<c 

Examinations  supplementary  to  those  of  June^  1883,  were  held  oo 
December,  2lst  and  22nd,  resulting  as  below : — 


Namb.  Aob. 

Grant,  William 13 

Herschfield,  Frank  . .  la 

Hart,  Percie  W.  E . . .  13 

Knight,  Chas.  G.  W.  13 

Thompson,  James. . .  13 

Anderson,  Paul 13 


WhBRB  EDirCATBOk 

Honor  Scholarship ....  National     School. 
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Playing Prep.  Dept  H.  Sch. 


tc 


tc 


tt 


Private  Tuition. 

Dechman  Scholarship. .  National  School. 


March  Srd,  1884. 

Moren,  Arthur 13     Paying 

Waddell,  Hiram  ...    13         "       ...... 


....  Ptep.  Dept.  H.  S^h. 
. . .  .Dartmouth  SchooL 


In  order  to  give  a  clear  idea  of  the  nature  and  difficulty  of  the 
Entrance  Examinations,  the  papers  for  th&  April  examination  are 
given  in  the  Appendix  to  this  Report. 


LATIN  AND  GREEK. 

For  some  time  p^st  our  leading  educationists  have  doubted  the 
propriety  of  forcing  Latin  upon  pupils  who  had  no  taste  for  it,  or^ 
who  knowing  their  time  in  school  to  be  short,  believed  that  it  would 
be  more  profitably  employed  in  other  studies.  Some  of  the  masters- 
of  the  High  School  also  felt  that  in  many  cases  Classics  made  so  large 
a  draft  upon  the  time  and  energies  of  the  pupils  as  to  make  the 
successful  prosecution  of  other  studies  an  impossibility. 

After  proper  deliberation  on  the  part  of  the  Board  it  was  decided 
that : — "  No  scholar  of  the  High  School  shall  he  reqwired  to  studif 
Latin  ;  but  all  scholars  wishirvg.  to  omit  t/ie  stwdy  of  Latin  shall  he 
required  to  state  their  reasons  to  the  mobsters  of  the  High  School  before 
such  eocemption  is  granted" 

The  last  clause  was  added  to  guard  pupils  against  the  omission 
of  such  an  important  study,  out  of  caprice,  or  without  due  deliber- 
ation. 

With  regard  to  the  utility  of  the  study  of  the  Ancient  Classics 
there  exists  here,  as  elsewhere,  a  great  diversity  of  opinion.  A  very 
large  majority  of  those  who  have  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  a  unU 
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versity  education,  and  who,  therefore,  largely  form  public  opinion  on 
this  subject,  believe  that  breadth  of  culture  and  scholarship  cannot 
be  attained  without  a  study  of  Latin  and  Greek.  This  mistake  is 
quite  natural,  for  we  are  apt  to  attach  an  undue  value  to  what  we  know 
best.  Such  persons  tacitly  assume  that  the  old  system  must  be  the 
system,  because  it  produced  them.  On  the  other  hand  we  are  all  the 
more  apt,  presumptuously,  to  undervalue  those  subjects  of  which  we 
know  nothing,  and  without  which  we  have  been  successful.  Many 
foolishly  disclaim  against  the  study  of  the  Classics  as  if  it  were  a 
relic  of  the  dark  ages.  But  here,  as  in  many  other  cases,  in  medio 
tiUissim^ua  ibis. 

Of  the  pupils  who  are  attending  the  High  School  about  one  out 
of  every  twenty  enters  college;  one-third  continue  in  school  until 
they  reach  the  age  of  16  or  17;  and  all  the  i^t  leave  as  soon  as  they 
can  get  good  situations  in  banks,  stores  or  workshops.  Surely  these 
three  classes  of  pupils  must  stand  in  very  different  relations  to  clas- 
sical studies. 

The  four  or  five  boys  who  intend  to  pursue  a  classical  course  in 
the  university  might  be  excused  fiom  English  Composition  and 
Grammar,  Geography  and  perhaps  English  Literature,  and  General 
Histoiy,  in  order  that  they  might  devote  their  energies  to  a  thorough 
drill  in  the  elaborate  system  of  inflections  and  giammatical  forms 
of  these  dead  languages 

Of  the  40  or  45  who  are  admitted  to  the  High  School  annually 
about  15  remain  four  or  five  years,  and  then  enter  professional  life. 
Latin  should  be  taught  to  these  pupils,  (1),  because  a  knowledge  of 
the  science  of  English  Grammar  implies  a  knowledge  of  the  grammar 
of  some  other  language,  and  Latin,  on  account  of  its  regularity  and 
its  fundamental  relations  to  English  and  other  modern  languages,  is 
of  much  more  general  utility  than  any  other  for  this  purpose,  and  (2) 
because  of  the  part  it  has  played  in  developing  the  intellectual  life  of 
modern  nations  whose  literature  is  saturated  with  allusions  and  modes 
of  thought  derived  from  it.  Pupils  of  this  class  should  not  be  re- 
quired to  devote  their  time  to  the  "niceties  and  elegancies,  the  refine- 
ments of  Greek  and  Latin  scholar  hip."  The  ability  to  translate  a 
few  of  the  easier  and  more  valuable  Latin  authors  into  good  English 
will  ensure  all  the  benefits  that  can  be  derived  from  the  study  of 
Classics  by  those  who  are  to  leave  it  off  .at  the  age  of  17.  To  them 
Latin  Composition  and  the  memorizing  of  much  of  the  Latin  Gram- 
mar is  not  a  necessity.  After  a  few  preliminaiy  lessons  some  inter- 
esting passage  from  Caesar  or  Horace  might  be  selected  and  "dealt 
with  exhaustively,  and  made  not  only  a  specimen  of  the  way  in  which 
a  pa8.sage  might  he  investigated,  but  a  centre  round  which  grammati- 
cal knowledge  might  cluster,  and  to  which  all  new  acquisitions  might 
be  referred  by  way  of  comparison  or  contrast" 

The  study  of  cognate  grammatical  constructions  should  be  coinci- 
dent in  the  Classical  and  English  departments.  The  same  style  of 
treating  good  sentences  from  English  authors  and  from  Latin  authors 
would  conserve  the  energies  of  both  teachers  and  pupils.     The  read- 
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din^  of  the  Ars  Poetica  would  add  an  additional  charm  and  interest 
to  the  reading  of  the  Essay  on  Criticism  and  vice  versa;  or  an  Ora- 
tion of  Cicero  might  be  studied  at  the  same  time  as  MacavZy^s  War- 
ren Hastings, 

For  the  majority  of  our  boys  who  leave  the  High  School  at  an 
early  age  the  formal  study  of  Latin  is  a  mistake,  as  it  crowds  out 
studies  much  more  useful  and  practical.  Tet  they  should  be  taught 
something  of  Latin,  something  of  its  history,  and  how.  English  words 
are  derived  from  it.  This  can  be  done  most  advantageously  in  con- 
nection with  their  philological  studies  in  the  English  department  A 
very  satisfactory  exhibition  of  what  can  be  done  in  this  way  was 
given  in  the  Public  Examination  of  1883. 

MODERN  LANGUAGES. 

A  change  was  made  in  this  department  of  the  High  School  by  the 
resignation  of  the  French  Tutor,  Prof.  Liechti,  who  was  advanced  to 
a  Professorship  in  Dalhousie  University,  and  whose  place  was  filled 
by  the  appointment  of  N.  C.  James,  A.  B.,  a  graduate  in  Honors  of 
the  University  of  Toronto. 

Prof.  Liechti  was  engaged  in  the  High  School  only  3  hours  each 
day.  There  were  usually  four  or  five  classes  of  about  20  pupils  each. 
As  French  and  German  were  both  taught  it  will  be  evident  that  the 
time  must  have  been  inadequate  to  the  woijk  required — an  injustice 
to  both  teachers  and  pupils.  Further,  no  provision  had  ever  been 
made  for  the  systematic  instruction  of  the  High  School  pupils  in 
Industrial  Drawing.  Practical  men  considered  that  education  by  the 
State  should  include  such  training  of  the  hand  and  eye  as  would  in 
general  terms  fit  all  pupils  for  any  form  of  skilled  labor.  Mr.  James 
having  been  found  possessed  of  the  necessary  qualifications,  was 
accordingly  appointed  Master  of  Modern  Languages  and  Industrial 
Drawing. 

From  the  experience  of  other  towns  it  was  found  that  Industrial 
Drawing  could  be  most  effectively  and  economically  taught  to  all 
pupils  in  the  Common  Schools  by  the  employment  of  an  expert  in  the 
training  of  the  regular  teachers.  Mr.  James  devotes  three  hours  per 
week  in  this  way. 

In  a  country  like  ours  a  knowledge  of  French  is  of  much  value 
directly  as  well  as  educationally.  It  is  gratifying,  therefore,  to  find 
that  97  out  of  98  boys  in  the  higher  classes  are  reported  as  studying 
it.  Mr  James  very  wisely  gives  as  much  attenticm  as  possible  to 
audition  and  French  conversation,  believing  with  Marcel  tnat  "  Half 
the  knowledge  with  twice  the  power  of  applying  it  is  better  than 
twice  the  knowledge  with  half  the  power  of  application."  These 
principles  underlie  the  very  successful  teaching  of  French  in  the 
Summer  St.  School. 

ENGLISH. 

In  this  department  Mr.  Waddell  has  been  endeavoring  with,  I 
believe  very  fair  success,  to  do  something  more  than  in  previous 
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years,  to  inspire  his  pupils  with  a  desire  for  good  reading  and  to  give 
them  the  power  of  forming  definitejcorrect,  and  indej>endent  opinions 
on  the  merits  of  an  author,  both  as  to  style  and  matter.  This  he  does 
first  and  chiefly  by  the  careful  reading  and  critical  study  of  a  few 
English  masterpieces, — memorizing  the  choicest  portions,  and  second- 
ly, by  such  a  survey  of  the  field  of  literature  as  will  enable  his  pupils 
to  select  wisely  for  future  reading. 

It  is  appalling  to  think  of  how  many  of  our  young  people  are 
clandestinely  devouring  the  worse  than  worthless  sensational  litera- 
ture of  the  day — an  evil  which  is  tending  to  sap  the  foundation  of 
every  class  in  society  alike.  How  much  time  is  spent  by  the  greater 
number  of  teachers  in  merely  teaching  children  to  read,  and  how 
little  in  trying  to  make  them  love  and  enjoy  good  reading  only,  and 
yet  no  part  of  the  teacher's  work  is  more  important  to  the  individual 
or  to  society. 

MATHEMATICS   AND   NATURAL   HISTORY. 

The  new  master  in  this  department,  A.  J.  Denton,  A.  B.,  of  Acadia 
College,  has  been  following  out  the  plan  of  previous  years,  supple- 
mented by  a  course  of  Bookkeeping.  It  will  be  noticed  here,  as  in 
other  departments  of  the  High  School,  that  it  has  been  the  aim  of 
the  masters  to  bring  school  as  much  as  possible  into  harmony  with 
the  requirements  of  the  community,  and  to  keep  up  with  the  times. 

Some  important  additions  were  made  to  the  physical  apparatus 
during  the  year. 

The  order  in  which  Mr.  Denton  teaches  the  various  branches  of 
Natural  Science  depends  upon  the  fundamental  principle  that  it  is 
best  for  the  individual  in  any  study  to  pursue  the  path  by  which 
mankind  before  him  arrived  at  the  conclusions  which  he  seeks  to 
establish, — that  a  knowledge  of  the  more  obvious  and  general  pro- 
perties of  matter  should  precede  a  knowledge  of  the  more  recondite 
qualities.  By  this  means  in  natural  and  easy  gradations  he  proceeds 
from  the  study  of  masses  to  that  of  molecules,  then  of  atoms,  then  of 
matter  as  associated  with  life : — physics  first ;  then  chemistry ;  and 
lastly  physiology,  the  most  important. 

PREPARATORY  DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  Page  has  now  been  connected  with  the  High  School  for  three 
years,  and,  during  that  time,  87  boys  were  prepared  by  him  for 
entrance  into  the  higher  classes. 

ORGANIZATION. 

The  pupils  of  the  High  School  proper  are  arranged  into  four 
divisions — the  first  division  being  generally  composed  of  those  who 
last  entered  the  school.  It,  therefore,  embraces,  (1)  Honor  scholars 
who  were  well  drilled  in  the  public  schools,  and  who  passed  a  diflBcult 
examination,  and  (2),  of  paying  pupils,  who  entered  on  a  very  much 
lower  grade.     From  this  diversity  arises  one  of  the  most  serious 


74  H.iLISAX  CITT  80H00LS. 


difficulties  with  which  the  masters  have   to  contend.     All   pupils 
should  enter,  po^essing  the  same  scholastic  attainments. 

There  are  seven  sessions  of  40  or  45  minutes  each,  in  a  school 
day — also  two  recesses,  one  of  five  minutes  at  10.20  a.  m.,  and  another 
of  ten  minutes  at  11.45  a.  m.  Experience  has  shown  that  forty 
minutes  of  earnest  and  undivided  attention  exhausts  the  energies  of 
any  pupil,  and  that  a  change  of  employment  is  then  profitable.  Of 
course,  a  dull  teacher  who  cannot  secure  more  than  naif  attention, 
can  afford  to  have  longer  sessions.  The  above  arrangement  is  found 
to  work  admirably  in  this  school. 

The  time  to  be  devoted  to  various  subjects,  the  order  in  which 
they  are  to  be  taken  up,  and  the  amount  of  work  to  be  done,  is 
mainly,  if  not  wholly,  decided  by  each  master  for  himself,  and  may. 
therefore,  vaiy  much  iProm  term  to  term.  This  is  a  defect  which 
should  be  remedied  at  as  early  a  date  as  possible.  Great  benefit 
would  result  from  regular  weekly  or  monthly  meetings  of  the  mas- 
ters for  the  purpose  of  mutual  consultation,  for  discussion  on  the 
course  of  study,  or  concerning  pupils*  conduct,  or  about  any  other 
matter  affecting  the  school.  This  is  absolutely  necessaiy  if  the  school 
is  to  be  at  "  unity  with  itself,  and  if  all  parts  are  to  fit  together," — 
if  there  is  to  be  thorough  and  intelligent  co-operation  towards  a 
common  end. 

RECORD  OF  THE  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  YEAR. 

E.  P.  Allison,  recently  a  pupil,  matriculated  at  Dalhousie  Univer- 
sity, taking  a  Munro  bursary,  worth  $150  a  year  for  two  years. 
Charles  Helms,  J.  Davison,  W.  Fulton  and  E.  M.  Saunders  also  matri- 
culated at  the  same  University.  John  Silver  matriculated  at  King's 
College. 

IMPORTANCE  OF  THE  HIGH  SCHOOL. 

Although  a  small  proportion  only  of  our  pupils  avail  themselves 
of  the  High  School,  yet  it  is  indispensable  and  invaluable  in  our  edu- 
cational system,  because — 

(1.)  It  stimulates  the  common  schools  to  more  systematic  effort 
and  to  greater  effieiency. 

(2.)  It  aflords  in  all  its  departments,  comprehensive  and  thorough 
training,  deserving  of  more  recognition  than  it  receives. 

(3.)  It  is  only  in  the  High  School  that  the  fruit-bearing  stage  of 
many  of  the  common  school  studies  is  reached.  A  boy  acquires  the 
art  of  reading.  He  is  as  likely  to  abuse  that  art  in  feeding  his  mind 
on  unwholesome  dime  novels  as  he  is  to  use  it  aright.  It  is  the  busi- 
ness of  the  High  School,  in  following  up  this  subject,  to  give  him  a 
correct,  elevating  and  discriminating  taste.  Grammar,  as  usually 
taught,  is  of  almost  no  use,  unless  a  higher  course  of  instruction 
turns  its  abstractions  to  practical  account.  And  so  with  other 
studies. 
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(4.)  It  eliminates  the  evils  of  caste.  In  the  High  School  brain 
and  moral  worth  have  a  fair  chance  and  count  for  everything,  as. 
they  should,  whether  their  possessors  be  poor  or  rich ;  while  social 
position,  independent  of  them,  is  estimated  at  its  true  value.  Very 
many  talented  pupils,  from  the  middle  and  lower  ranks,  are  raised 
up  to  repay,  amply,  the  cost  of  their  education  to  the  city.  Elducation 
works  from  the  top  downward  and  not  reversely.  Superintendent 
Philbrick,  of  Boston,  says  that  the  common  school  is  always  feeble 
and  inefficient  when  high  schools  are  wanting. 

The  cost  of  the  High  School  is  often  complained  of,  especially  by 
those  of  the  rich,  who,  from  whatever  cause,  do  not  avail  themselves 
of  its  advantages.  The  poor  do  not  seem  to  feel  the  burden  so  heavily^ 
inasmuch  as  they  have  everything  to  gain,  and  thev  receive,  even  in 
the  common  schools,  much  more  than  the  equivalent  of  the  school 
tax  which  they  have  to  pay.  Our  wealthy  classes,  however,  should 
consider  that  it  is  of  more  importance  to  them  than  to  others  that 
those  energetic  characters,  which,  with  or  without  an  education,  will,, 
in  a  free  community,  force  themselves  up  from  every  social  grade  to 
direct  the  affairs  of  the  city. — that  they  should  receive  an  eaucation 
which  will  make  the  power  which  they  must  wield  beneficient  to 
society  at  large — that  the  High  School,  par  excellence,  supplies  suit- 
able mental  culture, — and  that,  as  someone  says,  the  poorest  specula- 
tion in  financial  affairs  is  to  knock  the  brains  out  of  the  community 
to  save  money. 

Seeing  that  we  have  a  very  tine  High  School  building,  in  a  cen- 
tral locality,  an  efficient  staff  of  instructors,  and  a  large  population, 
the  questions  are  often  asked,  why  there  is  not  more  interest  taken 
in  the  school,  and  why  there  are  not  more  pupils.  These  questions, 
easy  of  solution,  will  be  partially  answered  in  the  reply  to  the  ques- 
tion:— What  can  be  done  to  utilize  the  High  School  to  its  fullest  ex- 
tent without  appreciably,  if  at  all,  increasing  its  cost  to  the  city? 

(1.)  Let  it  be  fv-ee  to  all  within  the  County  of  Halifax  who  caa 
pass  a  prescribed  examination — the  eighth  grade  of  the  Common 
School  Course,  in  order  that  it  may  become  entitled  to  as  large  a 
Government  grant  as  any  other  similar  institutions  in  this  Province. 

(2.)     Let  girls  be  admitted  on  the  same  conditions  as  boys. 

(3.)  When  there  is  room,  let  pupils  be  admitted  from  bevond  the 
county  on  the  payment  of  SI  2  a  year,— the  amount  charged  m  Pictou 
Academy  which  thus  admits  40  outsiders — an  intellectual  and  finan^ 
cial  gain. 

(4.)  Let  there  be  a  prescribed  course  of  study  suited  to  the  re- 
quirements of  the  community.  All  the  colleges  are  moving  towards 
a  uniform  matriculation  examination.  There  can,  therefore,  be  no 
injustice  done  to  any  college  by  such  a  modification  of  the  Course  of 
Study  as  will  rive  to  the  children  of  the  citizens  of  Halifax  a  better 
chance  than  wiey  now  possess  of  competing  with  the  other  High 
Schools  and  Academies  of  the  Province,  for  the  various  honors  and 
prizes  open  to  those  who  possess  superior  ability  and  scholarship^ 
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The  Course  of  Study  should  also  emJbrace  a  thorough  grounding  in 
Book-keeping,  Mechanics  and  Industrial  Drawing. 

With  the  above  conditions  fulfilled,  the  High  School  would  within 
six  months  number  200  or  250  pupils,  with  a  staff  of  eight  teachers- 
three  of  those  being  from  the  Common  Schools.  The  average  cost 
per  pupil  would  only  be  a  little  over  one-half  what  it  is  now.  All 
the  rooms  of  the  High  School  would  be  utilized, — the  rent  of  Prince 
William  St.  School  saved  to  the  Board — and  the  Government  contri- 
buting about  $1200  a  vear  more  than  it  does  now  towards  the  sup- 
port of  a  school  of  which  every  citizen  of  Halifax  would  be  proud. 

Kon.— A  resolution  on  this  ■ubject  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix. 

BRUNSWICK  STREET  GIRLS'  HIGH  SCHOOL. 

CENTRALIZATION. 

In  the  First  Girls'  Department  of  Morris  St  School,  there  were,  at 
the  beginning  of  the  year,  a  few  young  ladies  who  were  well  advanced 
in  High  School  work  They  heA  a  legal  and  equitable  right  to  still 
higher  education,  and  they  earnestly  desired  it  lout  proper  attention 
to  them  implied  inattention  and  injustice  to  five-sixths  of  the  pupils 
of  the  same  department.  Their  talented  young  teacher  was  taxms 
her  energies  unduly  by  giving  them  much  of  her  time  after  school. 
The  same  kind  of  high  school  work  was  done  to  a  greater  extent  in 
Brunswick  St.  School,  and  also  in  a  very  creditable  manner  in  Agricola 
St  School.  Instead  of  dissipating  the  energies  of  so  many  teachers, 
by  such  a  variety  of  subjects,  taught  to  pupils  of  such  diverse  attain- 
ments, an  extended  principle  of  grading  was  adopted,  by  which  as 
many  as  possible  of  the  higher  pupils  were  brought  together  under 
the  combined  tuition  of  the  Principal  and  Yice-Pnncipal  of  the  more 
central  school,  and  the  subjects  of  study  were  divided  between  these 
two  teachers,  so  that  each  taught  the  subjects  for  which  she  was  best 
adapted.  The  extent  of  the  field  of  labour  being  thus  lessened,  the 
work  was  more  thoroughly  and  easily  done.  The  teachers  of  the 
outlying  schools  were  left  free  to  give  tneir  attention  to  those  of  their 
pupils  who  needed  it  most  The  teachers  and  taught  in  all  those 
schools  were  benefitted. 

ST.  PATRICK'S  GIRLS'  HIGH    SCHOOL 

A  similiar  state  of  things  existed  in  the  Senior  Girls'  Department 
of  St  Mary's,  Summer  St,  St  Patrick's  and  Russell  St  Schools.  A 
class  of  advanced  pupils  was  formed  and  placed  under  the  manage- 
ment of  Sister  Bernard,  a  lady  who  has  displayed  more  than  ordinary 
administrative  ability  and  teaching  skill.  Associated  with  her  is 
Sister  Dolorosa,  to  whom  is  assigned  one-half  of  the  subjects  belonging 
to  the  High  School  Course.  In  order  to  raise  the  status  of  this  High 
School  and  keep  it  at  a  high  standard,  the  number  in  the  senior  class 
was  limited  as  much  as  possible.  But  as  there  are  seventeen  girls' 
departments  subsidiary  to  it,  there  will,  before  long,  be  a  very  large 
number  of  well  prepared  applicants  for  admission. 
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COMMON  SCHOOLS. 

The  work  of  the  Common  Schools  is  fairly  well  done.  Nine 
teachers,  oat  of  every  ten,  are  working  in  all  earnestness  and  honesty 
to  secure  the  greatest  possible  progress  of  their  pupils  in  the  greater 
number  of  subjects  embraced  in  the  Course  of  Study.  Of  the 
remaining  one  in  ten,  it  must  be  said  that  their  duties  are  performed 
in  a  more  or  less  perfunctory  manner.  Nearly  three  out  of  every  ten 
are  born  teachers  and  are  doing  superior  work.  A  few  of  these  have 
Normal  School  training,  and  have  had  a  very  beneficial  influence  upon 
those  associated  with  tnem.  Those  who  have  naturally  an  aptitude 
for  teaching  appreciate  and  use  good  educational  ideas  with  wonder- 
ful facility.  There  are  a  few  faithful  teachers  on  the  staff  who  have 
mistaken  their  calling. 

The  misty  conceptions  which  many  teachers  in  common  with 
others  possess  reganling  the  true  end  of  education  prevents  the 
attainment  of  the  greatest  good.  The  acquisition  of  a  certain 
mechanical  facility  in  reading,  writing  and  computing,  the  memorizing 
of  numerous  facts  concerning  places  and  past  events  from  the  highest 
ideal  which  many  persons  possess  of  what  constitutes  a  common 
school  education.  True,  these  things  are  almost  indispensable,  but 
they  are  only  the  means  to  an  end.  "  The  true  science  of  elementary 
education  for  children  below  the  age  of  fourteen  consists,  first,  in 
awakening  the  desire  for  knowledge;  second,  training  the  body, 
senses,  and  the  faculty  of  observation  to  read  the  open  book  of  nature; 
third,  directing  the  youthful  mind  inward  to  a  more  reverent  study 
of  human  nature  and  self-examination ;  fourth,  showing  the  right 
way  to  use  books  and  illustrations  of  knowledge ;  all  the  time  work- 
ing at  the  foundations  of  character  that  underlie  all  training  of  the 
mind,  with  constant  regard  to  '  gentle  manners '  that  are  the  finest 
flower  of  wisdom  and  goodness." 

"  To  do  contentedly  and  happily  some  useful  work  in  the  world  ; 
to  resist  temptation  to  do  wrong,  independent  of  external  restraints ; 
and  in  all  the  relations  of  life  to  treat  others  as  he  himself  would  be 
treated — these  are  the  features  of  the  life  of  a  good  man,  and  they 
are  the  features  of  life  toward  which  we  should  work  in  school." 

Habits  of  correct-doin^,  self-control,  and  self-reliance  acquired  in 
that  miniature  world,  the  public  school,  are  of  infinitelj'  more  impor- 
tance to  the  pupil  when  he  enters  the  outside  world  as  an  actor,  than 
the  acquisition  of  any  amount  of  knowledge,  even  though  it  be  of  such 
practical  subjects  as  faultless  penmanship,  bookkeeping  or  engineer- 
ing. But  do  not  some  of  our  teachers  work  simply  for  the  intellectual 
Erogress  of  their  pupils, — taking  special  pride  in  the  bright,  clever 
oys  or  girls,  or  do  they  not  work  for  examination  day,  forgetting 
the  maxim,  perverse  stwdet  qui  examinibus  studet 

If  all  teachers  were  inspired  with  a  noble  desire  to  direct  the 
moral  actions  of  their  pupils  would  so  many  allow  their  best  oppor- 
tunity,— school  recess, — to  pass  unimproved?    If  at  any  time,  it  is 
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then  that  their  social  relations  can  be  improved — the  good  protected 
and  the  habits  of  the  bad  corrected.  By  engaging  with  the  children 
in  their  play,  directing  and  sympathizing  with  them,  the  teacher 
gains  much  insight  into  their  characters,  and  power  over  them  in  the 
Bchool-room.  Besides,  teachers  need  the  fresh  air  and  exercise  quite 
as  much  as  the  children. 

If  the  common  schools  ,  are  fully  to  realize  the  anticipations  of 
their  friends  and  to  elevate  society,  teachers  must  be  persons  whose 
life-work  is  worthy  of  imitation.  Their  actions  as  well  as  their 
words,  must  be  true.  They  must  be  examples  of  every  virtue  which 
they  would  inculcate,  for  with  children  example  is  more  powerful 
than  precept,  and  things  seen  mightier  than  things  heard.  But  how 
are  we  to  get  such  teachers  I  Let  there  be  a  genuine  demand  for 
properly  trained  teachers  of  a  high  moral  standard,  and  the  result 
will  be,  first,  a  very  great  improvement  in  the  present  staff;  and 
second,  an  abundant  supply  of  the  most  talented  young  leulies  of  the 
city,  fully  equipped  for  their  work  by  scholastic  attainments  and 
professional  training  at  the  Normal  School. 

There  has  been  nothing  in  connection  with  our  schools  during  the 
past  year  more  satisfactory  than  the  care  which  was  in  ^neral  dis- 
played by  the  Commissioners  in  the  appointment  of  teachers.  The 
Commissioners  came  unbiased  and  unpledged  to  a  full  discussion  of 
the  qualifications  of  each  candidate  who  had  any  claims  worth  con- 
Bidering.  They  obtained  all  the  information  available  previously, 
and  gave  a  "fair  field  and  no  favor"  to  all  applicants,  even  the  suspi- 
cion of  nepotism  and  wire-pulling  being  avoided.  The  result  has 
been,  first,  that  six  of  the  best  teachers  in  the  city  are  among  the 
appointments  of  last  year ;  and,  second,  that  approving  of  the  prac- 
tical Gstablishment  of  this  mode  of  appointment  by  the  Board,  and 
relying  on  its  good  faith,  about  twenty  of  our  best  substitute  teachers 
are  at  the  Normal  School  preparing  to  fill  worthily,  by  honest  com- 
petition, any  situations  that  may  become  vacant  in  our  schools. 

PUBLIC  EXAMIKATIGNS. 

It  has  been  the  custom  in  former  years  to  begin  the  public  exami- 
nations of  primary  departments  about  the  fii'st  of  April  and  end 
about  the  first  of  May ;  then  after  seven  weeks  to  spend  a  week  or 
more  in  reviewing  the  work  of  the  senior  department^.  This  system 
w&s  attended  with  some  evils.  (1)  After  a  department  had  been 
examined  there  seemed  to  be  nothing  very  dennite  to  be  done  in 
some  cases  for  several  days  until  the  time  for  grading  arrived.  (2) 
The  senior  departments,  wishing  to  retain  its  pupils  for  the  later 
examinations,  because  too  much  crowded,  or  if  the  pupils  were  not 
graded  into  it,  the  department  next  below  became  overcrowded. 
These  evils  and  some  others  were  happily  avoided  by  the  adoption  of 
the  following  regulations  ? — 

1.  The  teachers  of  each  department  shall  prepare  a  schedule  in 
which  shall  be  stated  the  subjects  taught  in  the  department  during 
the  current  term,  giving  in  detail  the  amount  studied  and  also  the 

nmount  rt-vieTved. 
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2.  From  this  schedule  the  presiding  Commissioner,  or  his  repre- 
sentative, shall  select  any  subjects,  and  in  any  order,  said  subjects  to 
be  those  on  which  the  pupils  are  to  be  examined. 

3.  The  presiding  examiner  shall  call  upon  the  teacher  to  proceed 
with  the  examination  on  any  selected  subject,  in  order  to  exhibit  the 
proficiency  of  the  pupils,  and  the  teacher's  mode  of  conducting  a  re- 
citation. 

4.  The  examiner  may  then  ask  any  questions,  or  invite  visitors 
to  do  so,  before  the  next  subject  is  taken  up  and  treated  in  tne  same 
way. 

5.  After  a  suf&cient  time  has  been  devoted  to  the  examination, 
the  examiner  shall  proceed  to  distribute  the  prizes  and  testimonials 
awarded  to  the  department. 

6.  No  pupil  from  any  other  department  shall  be  permitted  to  be 
present. 

Acting  under  these  regulations,  six  of  the  Commissioners  on  alter- 
nate days  took  charge  of  as  many  departments,  an  hour  in  each  class, 
— the  other  six,  not  on  special  duty,  visiting  the  principars  de- 
partment and  devoting  half  a  day  to  a  more  careful  examination. 
By  this  arrangement  the  whole  work  of  examining  all  the  depart- 
ments was  concluded  in  five  days,  ending  on  Friday,  April  the  25th. 
The  28th,  29th  and  30th  were  devoted  to  the  grading  of  the  classes. 

PRIZES. 

Prizes  and  testimonials  were  awarded  under  the  new  regulations, 
but  it  was  decided  that  hereafter  the  giving  of  prizes  be  discontinued. 

That  clever  pupils  did  not  require,  but  were  rather  injured  by 
these  artificial  stimulations  of  vanity  and  emulation, — that  dull  pu- 
pils were  not  affected  by  them, — that  it  was  impossible  to  decide  who 
were  justly  entitled  to  them, — that  they  took  the  place  of  nobler 
motives  as  incentives  to  study, — and  that  the  Board  was  paying 
J520O  a  year  for  a  doubtful  good, — were  among  the  reasons  that 
brought  about  the  discontinuance  of  the  giving  of  prizes. 

teachers'  meetinqs. 

Under  the  following  regulation  a  meeting  of  the  teachers  of  the 
city  was  held  on  the  3rd  of  July,  1884: — 

1.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Saperyisor  to  organize  teachers*  meetinge 
(1)  for  the  discussion  of  such  educational  questions  as  he  may  consider  profitable  to 
the  public  schools  of  the  city;  (2)  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  teachers,  when  re- 
quested by  the  supervisor,  to  teach  classes  in  presence  of  the  other  teachers,  on  any 
subject  in  the  Common  School  Course  of  Study  :  and(8)  for  the  purpose  of  encourag- 
ing the  formation  of  a  professional  library  for  the  use  of  the  city  teachers.  It  shall 
be  the  duty  of  all  teachers  when  notified  by  the  supervisor,  to  be  present  at  such 
meetings.  Absence  or  neglect  of  duty  at  euch  meetings  to  be  dealt  with  in  the  same 
way  as  absence  from  or  neglect  to  perform  other  school  duties.  Teachers  of  any 
Religious  Orders  not  t^  be  required  to  R«tPTid  el^eirherp  tban  in  t'leir  rwn  Vnl!(!ii:'4n# 
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The  Chairman  of  the  Board  was  present  at  the  meeting  and 
presided.  Prof.  Peabod}'',  of  Princeton,  rave  a  reading  and  a  recitatiaa  ' 
and  some  excercises  on  voice  culture  fdflowed  by  excellent  practical 
remarks.  Miss  Elsdon  gave  a  spirited  and  excellent  reading  from 
Hiawatha,  and  Miss  McOurdy  of  Brunswick  St  School,  gave  an  illus- 
trative lesson  in  phonic  reading,  in  the  teaching  of  which  she  exeela 
This  meeting  was  followed  by  two  meetings  of  Principals  which  have 
already  resulted  in  much  good,  in  their  defining  of  the  duties,  and  the 
calling  of  their  attention  to  the  necessity  of  having  regular  meetings 
with  their  subordinates,  for  the  purpose  of  preparing  time-tablee, 
discussing  questions  relating  to  their  inoividual  schools,  &e. 
Occasional  meetings  of  all  the  teachers  will  arouse  their  energies  and 
create  an  eapi'^it  ile  corps  necessary  to  €ulvaDcement  They  will  afford 
opportunities  for  the  interchange  of  ideas,  mutual  improvement  and 
partly  supplement  the  want  of  Normal  School  training. 

IMPROVED  GBADING. 

The  separation  of  the  sexes  in  such  small  schools  as  those  of  Beedi 
St.,  Tower  Road  and  Maynard  St..  was  found  to  interfere  very 
materially  with  the  proper  grading  of  the  pupils,  and,  consequently, 
with  the  efficiency  of  the  schools.  Co-education  was  adopted,  resulting 
in  an  elevation  of  the  mental  and  moral  tone  of  the  various  depart- 
ments. It  is  found  that  good  order  is  more  easily  maintained^  now, 
than  formerly.  The  Maynard  St  School  was  supplied  with  the  but 
quality  of  patent  desks,  and  placed  under  the  able  management  of 
Miss  Bruce.     The  pupils  are  making  rapid  progress. 

PLAY-OROUNDS. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  St.  Patrick's  and  Brunswick  St  Schools 
was  very  much  improved  by  the  construction  of  drains  and  the    ..'^ 
securing  of  more  commodious  play-grounds.     Much  credit  is  due  to     ^ 
the  late  Vice-Chainnan  of  the  Board,  Mr.  Walsh,  for  the  untiring 
energy  with  which  he  laboured  to  obtain,  among  other  improvements^ 
these  enlarged  areas  in  which  the  pupils  of   these  two  important     f 
schools  might  breathe  pure  air  and  enjoy  physical  exendse.     Trees, 
to  embellish  the  grounds  around  our  school  houses,  and  to  develop  in 
our  children  a  love  of  the  beautiful ;    and  some  simple  gymnastie 
apparatus,  as  parallel  bars,  &c.,  by  means  of  which  they  could 
cise  their  muscles  and   improve  their  physiques;  those  things 
desiderata  in  all  our  play-grounds.     The  cost  would  be  trifling  com- 
pared to  that  of  the  splendid  granite  walls  which  are  soon  to  enclose 
the  Parade,  while  the  benefit  of  the  former  to  the  citizens  would  be 
a  hundred-fold  greater. 

Statistical  information  will  be  found  in  Tables  A,  B,  C,  D,  pre- 
pared from  Teachers'  Returns.  ).*j 

Respectfully  submitted,  i 

ALEXANDER  McKAY, 

Superrnsor. 

School  Commissioners'  Office,) 

November,  1884,  ) 
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To  His  Honor  Matthew  Henry  Richey,  .Esquire, 

Lieutenant'Oovernor  of  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia: 

May  it  please  Your  Honor, — 

In  pursuance  of  the  duty  imposed  upon  me  by  the  Act  relating  to 
Public  Instruction,  I  submit  my  Report  on  the  operations  of  the 
Public  Schools  for  the  year  ended  October  31st,  1885. 

I  have  sought  to  make  the  statistical  returns  accurate  and  intelli- 
gible;  and  the  Report,  as  a  whole,  a  reliable  exposition  of  the  educa- 
tional condition  of  the  Province. 

The  ordinary  work  of  the  schools  has  been  prosecuted  with  more 
than  usual  eflSciency,  while  the  important  problem  of  securing  for  it 
greater  adaptation  to  existing  industrial  and  social  conditions,  with- 
out detiiment  to  the  interests  of  general  education,  has  attracted  in 
many  quarters  an  encouraging  amount  of  attention. 

The  completion  of  the  twentieth  year  of  its  operation  finds  our 
Free  School  System  accomplishing  more  largely  than  ever  the  bene- 
ficent purposes  for  which  it  was  established.  In  respect  of  schools, 
teachers,  and  registered  pupils,  the  record  surpasses  that  of  .any  pre- 
vious year.  The  total  registration  exceeds  last  year's  by  upwards  of 
two  thousand  (2218),  and  testifies  to  the  growing  attractiveness  and 
efficiency  of  the  schools  in  general. 
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STATISTICAL  ABSTRACT. 


1. — School  Sbctions. 


Total  number  in  Province r..    ...    ^ 1889^ 

1884 188S- 


Increase 


•  Winter.  Bummer.  Year. 

No.  of  Sections  without  Schools. ...         316  187  9& 

1884         84S  215  115 


Decrease 27  Decrease  28  Decreiae   20 

2. — No.  OF  Schools,  Pupils,  Teachers,  &c. 

Winter.  Summer. 

Total  No.  Schools  in  operation 1942  2065 

"  .       1884.-..       1889  2014 


Increase 58     Increase  .  51 

Total  No,  of.  Registered  Pupils   81472  86578 

1884  ...     80041  84266 


Increase 1431     Increase  .     2312 

Total  No.  diflferent  Pupils  during  year 103287 

1884. ..101069 


Increase 2218 

Total  No.  of  Teachers  and  Licensed  Assist- 
ants employed 1982  2127 

1884  1939  2090 


Increase 43     Increase  .         37 

3. — Proportion  of  Population  at  School,  &c. 

Proportion  of  Population  at  School 1  in  5.4  1  in  5 

"     1884..  1  in  6.6  1  in  5.2 


Increase < . . .  •   1  in  307         Inc. .  1  in  190 


XDircATioir — BUPXBnrrEVDBirr's  bxpobt. 


Ill 


Proportion  of  Population  at  School  daring  year 1  in  4.2 

1884 1  in  4.S 


it 


it 


If 


Increase 1  in  198 


No.  of  Pupils  daily  present  on  an  average 

for  time  in  session 46510.1 

1884 46300. 


u 


it 


it 


50286.7 
48261.8 


Increase 


210.1  Increase    2024.9 


No.  of  Pupils  daily  present  on  full  term 

average      

''1884 


4t  (t 


44S14.5 
4S888.6 


47457.9 
45194.6 


Increase 


Pecentage  Papils  daily  present  on  an  aver- 
age for  time  schools  were  in  session 
♦♦  "       1884.. 


Decrease 


Percentage  of  Papils  daily  present  on  an 

average  for  full  term 

"  "  "  1884.. 


325.9  Increase.. 2263.S 


67.6 
57.8 


.2      Increase. . 


54.7 
54.8 


58. 
57.2 

.8 


54.8 
58.6 


Decrease 


.1       Increase..       1.2 


Grand  total  days'  attendance 5068177 

1884 5101954 


(( 


€i 


it 


5072519 
4905065 


Decrease 33777     Increase .  167454 


4. — Classification  of  Teachers. 


Academic  Grade  .... 

''      1884 


Winter. 

30 
32 


Sammer. 

35 

30 


Decrease 


2     Increase ....      5 


First  Class  (Grade  B)  Male  Teachers 218 

«  "  "       1884         222 


190 
198 


Decrease 


4     Decrease..  ••     8 


First  Class  (Grade  B)  Female  Teachers . . 

*•    1884 


ti 


it 


87 
78 


92 

88 


Increase 


14     Increase ....      4 
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Second  Class  (Grade  C)  Male  Teachers  . .  210  174 

*'                              **          «    1884  220  172 

Decrease *..  10  Increase....      2 

Second  Class  (Grade  C)  Female  Teachers^  629  688 

1884,  694  668 

Increase  ..•.••••  85  Increase. ...    20 

Third  Class  (Grade  D)  Male  Teachers.  .  •  185  202 

•'                "                   "          1884  194  188 

Decrease 9  Increase    . .     14 

Third  Class  (Grade  D)  Female  Teachers  .  599  719 

••                "                   "          1884  677  719 

Increase 22 

Total  No.  Male  Teachers 641  598 

*•                 «            1884  665  585 

Decrease 24  Increase  . .        IS 

Total  No.  Female  Teachers IS  17  1502 

1884 1247  1478 

Increase 70  Increase  . .       24 

5. — Period  of  Sbrvice  of  Teachers. 

No.  of  Teachers  engaged  in  same  Section.  977  12S5 

"                "                  1884  9S8  1164 

Increase 44  Increase  . .       71 

No.  of  Teachers  removed  to  another  Section  699  655 

*'            "                    **             1884  686  687 

Increase 13  Decrease . .        82 

No.  of  new  Teachers 282  210 

"            "          1884 29S  212 

Increase 11  Decrease . .         2 
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6. — Summary  of  Government  Expenditure  in  Public  Schools. 

winter  Term.  Summer  Term. 

Common  Schools 878S97  98      S82115  62 

1884 75610  88       78083  67 


Increase $  2787  60      %   4031  95 


County  Academies $9400  00 

"       1884 9000  00 


Increase S  400  00 


Government  Expetf  iture  assignable  to  Counties $169913  55 

**      1884,...   162694  00 


Increase $  7219  55 

Inspection  of  Schools S12000  00 

"     1884 12000  00 


Examination  of  Teachers %  772  74 

1884 584  69 


Increase $  188  15 

Travelling  Expenses  Normal  School  Pupils ••  . .    $  1304  60 

"     1884 795  10 


Increase • $  509  40 

Salaries ^ vk $3000  00 

"       1884 i  .-?• 3000  00 


Travelling  Expenses^  Superintendent  of  Education $400  00 

"  **  «•  "         1884..         400  00 


OfBce  Expenses $1009  32 

"  "       1884 911  69 

Increase •••••• 97  68 


▼i  IDfrCATIOir — SUPSBIKTENDElfT's  BSFOBr. 


Interest 

«     1884 $463  85 


Decrease 46S  35* 


Goyernment  Expenditure  not  assignable  to  Counties $18486  56 

«     1884..      18154  7$ 


831  83 


Total  Goyernment  Expenditure  in  aid  of  Public  Schools.  .$188400  11 

"1884.   180848  73 


Incsrease. ^.^ 7551  38 


Specif  Academies $4250  00 

18^4 4000  00 

r 

250  00 


Nonnal  and  Model  Schools $     6538  10 

1884 6274  85 


Increase ^. ....... .         268  25 


Total  GoTemment  Expenditare  for EducatioD .^ISdlSS  21 

«  «  "  1884 ^    19112S  68 

8064  6S 

7. — ^TOTAL  EXPEMDITURB  FOB  THB  SuPPOBT  OF  PcBUC  ScHOOLS. 

« 

Goyernment  Expenditure •  .$188400  11 

Local  Expenditure— County  Fund $120328  01 

Assessment  on  Sections  for  Support  of 

Schools 287853  00 

Assessment  on  Sections  for  Building 

and  Repairs 46ll90  76 

454371  76 


Total  Expenditure  for  Public  Schools $642771  87 

**  "  "  1884 4.    616366  10 


Increase $  27405  77 


xiyuoA.Tioir — bupeboti^^dent'^  hspobt.  tiI 


SCHOOL  STATISTICS. 

Tables  I- VII  furnish  in  detail  the  statistics  of  sthe  Public  Schools 
in  their  strictly  educational  working.  The  foregoing  abstract  gives 
a  summary  view  of  the  most  important  of  these. 

Sections  ivithoud  Schools, — It  will  be  noted  with  pleasure  that 
♦considerable  decreases  are  reported  in  the  number  of  Sections  not 
having  schools  in  actual  operation,  viz.,  for  the  winter  term  a  decrease 
of  27,  for  the  summer  term  a  decrease  of  28,  and  for  the  year  as 
^  whole,  a  decrease  of  20.  The  No.  of  Sections  without  schools  the 
■entire  year,  for  the  past  six  years,  has  stood  as  follows : — 1879-80 
176  ;  1880-1,  128  ;  1881-2,  133  ;  1882-»,  107;  1883-4,  115  ;  1884-5 
95.  The  last  number  is  thus  distributed  among  the  various  counties 
Annapolis,  3 ;  Antigonish,  5 ;  Cape  Breton,  12 ;  Colchester,  3 
Cumberland,  1;  Digby,  3;  Guysboro  11;  Halifax,  10;  Hants,  3 
Inverness,  6  ;  Kings  3  ;  Lunenburg,  2 ;  Pictou,  6  ;  Queens,  1  ;  Rich- 
mond, 8 ;  Shelburne,  1 ;  Victoria,  16 ;  Yarmouth,  1.  While  the 
returns  under  this  head  from  a  few  counties  are  still  somewhat 
unsatisfactory, — even  when  allowance  is  made  for  the  operation  of 
^special  causes,  such  as  those  referred  to  in  the  Inspector's  report  for 
District  No.  7, — the  general  tendency  indicated  by  the  figures  quoted 
is  highly  encouraging.  A  gradual  reduction,  more  gradual  it  is  true, 
than  is  desirable,  is  being  effected  in  the  number  of  schools  open  but 
ior  a  single  term.  More  rapidly  the  means  of  education  are  being 
extended  to  localities  previously  destitute  of  them,  so  that  the  aggre- 
gate school-going  population  of  the  sections  reported  as  without 
schocJs  for  die  entire  year,  probably  falls  below  2000.  Persons 
interested  in  noting  the  spread  of  educational  facilities  may  advan- 
tageously consult  interesting  and  instructive  references  to  this  subject 
in  several  of  the  inspectoral  reports. 

Numbers  of  Schools  and  of  Teachers. — In  comparison  with  the 
<{orresponding  terms  of  the  preceding  year,  the  winter  term  shows  an 
increase  in  schools  in  operation  of  53,  and  in  teachers  employed  of 
43 ;  the  summer  term,  corresponding  increases  of  51  and  37.  In  re- 
?«pect  of  both  sdiools  and  teachers,  the  numbers  of  the  present  year 
-are  the  highest  recorded. 

AtteTidance. — The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  registered  attend- 
;2jice  of  pupils  from  1866  to  1885,  inclusive : 


VIU 
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Ykaiui. 


1866. 
1807. 
1868. 
1869. 
1870. 

1871. 

1872. 

1873 . 

1874. 

1875. 

1876 

1877. 

1878. 

1879. 

1880. 

1881. 

1882. 

1883. 

1884 

1885 


No.  ot  Pnpila 

nEistered   in 

Winter. 

No.  ot  I>uidla 
registana  in 
Summer. 

No.  different 
Pupils  registered 
during  the  yeer. 

45131 

56017 

71059 

61818 

70075 

83048 

65983 

72141 

88707 

72756 

76523 

93732 

74321 

76237 

94496 

74759 

77235 

92858 

70780 

76496 

91637 

70320 

78266 

93759 

72C45 

79910 

93510 

76349 

81878 

94029 

77593 

82034 

94162- 

80788 

83941 

100710 

81523 

84169 

101538 

81640 

84356 

99094 

73978 

78808 

93700 

77468 

80189 

98148 

76888 

81196 

95912 

79091 

81863 

98307 

80041 

84266 

101069 

81472 

86578 

103287 

The  proportion  of  the  population  at  school  during  the  winter  term 
shows  an  increase  of  1  in  every  307  of  the  entire  population ;  for  the 
summer  term  the  corresponding  increase  is  1  in  190. 

The  proportion  of  the  entire  population  at  school  during  some  part 
of  the  year  is  one  in  4.2  as  compared  with  one  in  4.3  the  previous, 
year,  an  increase  of  one  in  every  198.  The  general  average  was 
exceeded  in  the  following  Counties : — Cumberland,  Shelburne,  Yar- 
mouth, 1  in  3.8 ;  Digby,  Hants,  Kings>  Lunenburg,  1  in  3.9 ;  Annap- 
olis, Cape  Breton,  Colchester,  Inverness,  Queens,  1  in  4.1.  Guysboro' 
coincides  with  the  Provincial  average,  1  in  4.2,  while  the  following 
fall  below  it : — Pictou,  1  in  4.3 ;  Antigonish  and  Victoria,  1  in  4.5  : 
Halifax  County,  1  in  4.8 ;  Richmond,  1  in  5 ;  Hiilifax  City,  1  in  5.7. 

Regularity  of  Atteridance. — The  following  table  shows  the  per- 
centage of  registered  pupils  daily  present  on  an  average  during  the 
period  the  several  schools  were  open  for  the  respective  terms  oi  the 
past  six  years : — 


Winter. 

1880 ...  56.4 

1881 55.6 

1882 ..    55.2 

18^3 56.9 

1S84 57.8 

1885 57.6 


Summer. 

55. 

53.7 

55.4 

56.5 

57.2 

58. 
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When  reduced  to  the  basis  of  the  full  number  of  teaching  days  in 
the  respective  terms  the  percentages  stand  as  follows : — 

winter  Term.       Summer  Term. 

1880 53  50.7 

1881 63.2  50.2 

1882 52  51.7 

1883 53.7  52.7 

1884 54.8  53.6 

1885 54.7  54.8 

Grand  TotcuDaya*^  Attevdance. — This  item  shows  a  decrease  for 
the  winter  term  of  33,777,  and  an  increase  for  the  summer  term  of 
167,454. 


PERIOD  OF  SERVICE,  SEX,  InD  SALARIES  OP 

TEACHERS. 

During  the  winter  term  977  teachers  continued  to  teach  in  the 
same  sections  in  which  'they  taught  the  preceding  term ;  699  removed 
to  other  schools,  while  282  engaged  in  teaching  for  the  first  time. 
During  the  summer  the  corresponding  figures  were  1235,  655,  and 
210. 

Of  the  222  male  teachers  of  the  academic  and  first  classes  (grades 
A  and  B)  in  charge  of  schools  for  the  summer  term,  110  have  been 
in  service  for  upwards  of  seven  years ;  37  for  upwards  of  five  years ; 
and  39  for  upwards  of  three  years.  Altot^jether,  of  the  222  male 
teachers  of  the  two  higher  grades  (A  and  B),  186  have  been  in  the 
service  for  upwards  of  three  years. 

Of  the  780  female  teachers  of  the  first  and  second  classes  (grades 
B  and  C)  employed  during  the  summer  term,  222  have  been  in  service 
upwards  of  seven  years ;  119  for  upwards  of  five  years  ;  and  134  for 
upwards  of  three  years.  Altogether,  of  the  780  female  teachers  of 
these  grades,  475  have  been  in  the  service  for  more  than  three  years. 

In  relation  to  sex,  the  teachers  in  the  public  schools  (an  average 
being  struck  between  the  two  terms  of  the  school  year)  are  classed  as 
follows:  Male,  620;  Female,  1410.  As  compared  with  last  year, 
male  teachers  have  decreased  by  the  number  of  5,  while  those  of  the 
other  sex  have  increased  by  the  number  of  47, 

The  average  salary  throughout  the  Province  for  male  teachers  of 
the  first  ©lass  was  $421.77,  as  compared  with  $423.10  in  1884.  For 
such  teachers  the  three  highest  averages  were  paid  in,  Halifax  City, 
$688;  Yarmouth,  $515  ;  Colchester,  $480.  The  salaries  were  above 
the  Provincial  average  in  the  following  additional  Counties ;  Pictou, 
$479.04 ;  Digby,  $469.62 ;  Halifax  County,  $460 ;  Cumberland,  $438 ; 
Annapolis,  $425.06 ;  Kings,  $424.88. 
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The  general  average  of  salaries  for  female  teachers  of  the  first 
class  was  $31L97,  as  compared  with  $311.28  in  1884.  The  three 
highest  averages  were;  in  Halifax  City,  $436;  Guysboro,  $360; 
Cape  Breton,  $355.  The  Provincial  average  was  exceeded  in,  Digby, 
«340;  Colchester.,  $33475;  Halifax  County,  331;  Shelbume, 
$328.32;  Yarmouth,  $320.80 ;  Kings,  $313.33. 

The  Provincial  average  for  male  teachers  of  the  second  class  waa, 
$286,71  as  compared  with  $287.04  in  1S84.  The  three  highest 
averages  were  Halifax  City,  $550 ;  Yarmouth,  $345  ;  Shelbume, 
$304.74.  For  Female  teachers  of  the  second  class,-  the  Provincial 
average  was  $237.44,  as  compared  with  $235,05  in  1884.  The  three 
highest  averages  were,  Halifax  City,  $377;  Yarmouth  $297.76; 
Halifax  County,  $261. 

The  Provincial  average  for  male  teachers  of  the  third  clasR  was, 
$205.34,  as  compared  with  $212.13  in  1884.  The  three  highest 
averages  were,  Halifax  City,  $370 ;  Digby,  $208.57  ;  Hants,  8255. 
The  Provincial  average  for  female  teachers  of  the  third  class  was, 
$169.70,  as  compared  with  $169.08  im  1884.  The  three  highest 
averages  Were  Halifax  City,  $300 ;  Yarmouth,  $187.26  ;  Inverness, 
$180. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  average  rate  of  salaries  has  remained 
substantially  unchanged 


EXAMINATION  FOR  TEACHERS'  LICENSES. 

Table  IX  furnishes  the  detailed  statistics  of  the  last  annual  exami- 
nation of  candidates  for  teachers*  licenses.  The  following  is  a 
summary : 

Total  number  of  candidates  examined  in  1885,  1485;  in  1884, 
1224;  increase,  261. 

Number  for  Academic  license  (Grade  A),  1885, 13 ;  1884,  8  ;nHmber 
successful,  1885,  8;  1884,  4;  increase,  4. 

Number  for  first-class  license  (Grade  B),  1885,  170;  1884,  128; 
increase,  42.  Number  successful,  1885,  87 ;  1884,  65 ;  increase,  22. 
Sub-divided  in  respect  to  sex  of  candidates,  these  items  stand :  Total 
number  of  male  candidates,  1885,  81 ;  in  1884,  76 ;  increase,  6. 
Number  of  male  candidates  successful,  1885,  35 ;  in  1884,  37 ;  de- 
crease 2.  Number  of  female  candidates,  1885,  89;  in  1884,  53; 
increase  36.  Number  of  female  ^candidates  successful^  1885,  52 ;  ia 
1884  28;  increase,  24. 
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Number  for  second-class  licenses  (Grade  C),  1885,  720  ;  in  1884, 
584;  increase,  13G.  Number  successful,  1885,  302;  in  1884,  229; 
increase,  73.  Sub-divided  in  respect  to  sex,  number  of  male  candi- 
dates, 1885,  179;  in  1884,  144;  increase,  35.  Number  of  male 
candidates  successful,  1885,  77 ;  1884,  46 ;  increase  31.  Number  of 
female  candidates,  1885,  541 ;  in  1884,  440  ;  increase,  101.  Number 
of  female  candidates  successful,  1885,  225 ;  in  1884, 183  ;  increase,  42 

No.  of  Candidates  for  third  class  licenses,  1885,  582 ;  1884,  504 
increase,  78.  No.  successful,  1885,  216 :  1884,  239  ;  decrease  23 
Subdivided  as  to  sex  of  candidates,  total  No.  of  male  candidates,  1885 
107  ;  1884,  93 ;  increase  of  14.  No.  successful,  1885,  37  ;  1884,  34 
decrease,  3.  No.  of  Female  candidates,  1885,  475 ;  in  1884,  411  ; 
increase  64.  No.  of  Female  candidates  successful,  1885,  179 ;  1884, 
205  ;  decrease  26. 

Of  the  whole  number  of  applicants  for  license  614  received  the 
grade  applied  for,  as  compared  with  539  in  1884,  increase,  75  ;  888 
received  licenses,  of  same  grade,  as  compared  with  797  in  1884,  an 
increase  of  91  ;  while  597  failed  to  obtain  licenses  of  any  kind,  as 
compared  with  427  in  1884,  an  increase  of  170.  Of  the  candidates 
who  obtained  licenses,  120  simply  maintained  grade  previously  held, 
an  increase  of  12  over  the  previous  year,  while  15  sank  to  a  lower 
grade.  The  number  of  candidates  holding  licenses  at  examination, 
but  taking  higher  grades  was  215,  an  increase  of  56.  The  No. 
obtaining  for  the  first  time  licenses  of  some  grade,  was  538,  an 
increase  of  20  over  the  previous  year. 

The  Council  of  Public  Instruction  has  seen  fit  to  sanction  several  of 
the  enlargements  and  modifications  of  the  prescribed  Syllabus  of 
Examination  recommended  in  my  last  report.  English  Literature, 
including  the  critical  knowledge  of  a  prescribed  English  classic,  has 
been  added  to  the  requirements  for  Academic  and  First  Claas  licenses. 
The  elements  of  structural  Botany  have  been  added  to  the  Syllabus 
for  Second  Class,  and  the  rudiments  of  Book-keeping  to  that  for  Third 
Class  licenses.  Heretofore  an  exemption  from  certain  subjects  com- 
mon to  the  Academic  and  First  (^lass  Syllabuses  has  been  granted 
First  Class  teachers  applying  for  Academic  license,  providing  their 
First  Class  licenses  had  been  gained  on  a  general  average  of  75  or 
upwards.  This  exemption,  with  certain  modifications,  has  now  been 
extended  to  all  First  Class  teachers,  and  has  also  been  granted  to 
graduates  of  Universities  or  Colleges  applying  for  Academic  license. 

The  preparation  of  questions  for  candidates  under  the  general  Syl- 
labus or  Examination  is  felt  to  be  one  of  the  most  responsible  duties 
devolving  on  the  Department  of  Education.  In  its  discharge  it  is 
impossible  to  give  universal  satisfaction.  The  object  aimed  at  is  to 
fairly  interpret  the  spirit  and  letter  of  the  requirements;  at  the  same 
time  the  fact  is  not  overlooked  that  the  examination  papers  from 
year  to  year  regulate  the  studies  in  some  schools  to  a  consid- 
erable extent.     It  is  therefore  sought  to  make  the  questions  not 
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merely  a  test  of  qualification,  but  also  a  means  of  instruction.  The 
papers  written  by  candidates  in  successive  years  furnish  gratifying 
proof  of  improving  scholarship.  Examples  of  gross  illiteracy,  once 
common,  are  seldom  found,  and  annually  decrease  in  number. 


EXPENDITUBE— (See  Tables  XII,  XIII,  XIV.) 

Provincial. 

The  total  Government  expenditure  for  Education  for  the  year  was 
$199,188.21  as  compared  with  $191,123.58  for  1884,  an  increase  of 
$8064.63.  The  chief  item  of  increase  is  $6819.55  in  the  aggregate 
Common  School  grant  to  teachers. 

Under  the  established  principles  of  distribution  the  sum  of  the 
grants  paid  directly  to  teachers  may  be  expected  to  vary  from  year 
to  year,  the  elements  on  which  the  variation  depends  being  the  num- 
ber of  teachers  employed,  the  grades  of  license  held  by  sum  teachen, 
and  the  relative  time  schools  are  open. 

The  following  are  the  aggregates  of  these  grants  for  the  past  eight 
years : — 

1878 $150,455  97 

1879 151,655  39 

1880 143,493  92 

1881 148,173  50 

1882  . 149,058  22 

1883    149,761  50 

1884 •••    153,694  00 

1885 160,513  55 

A  detailed  statement  of  the  distribution  of  the  grants  for  the 
winter  term  of  1884-5  was  published,  as  the  laws  directs,  in  the 
Journal  of  Education  for  October  last.  A  similar  statement  for  the 
summer  term  is  awaiting  publication  in  the  forthcoming  issue  of  that 
periodical  in  April. 

County. 

The  provisions  of  the  law  for  the  levying  and  apportionment  of  the 
Count}'  Fund  are  as  follows : 

"  The  Clerk  of  the  Peace  in  each  county,  except  as  hereinafter  provided  in 
relation  to  the  City  of  Halifax,  shall  add  to  the  sum  annually  Toted  for 
general  county  purposes,  at  the  general  sessions,  a  sum  sufficient,  after 
deducting  costs  of  collection  and  probable  loss,  to  yield  *an  amount  equal  to 
thirty  cents  for  every  inhabitant  of  the  county,  according  to  the  last  censuf 
preceding  the  issue  of  the  county  rate-roll ;  and  the  sum  so  added  shall  form 
and  be  a  portion  of  the  county  rates.  One-balf  the  sum  thus  raised  shall  be 
paid  semi-annually  by  the  County  Treasurer  upon  the  order  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Education. 


£])tTCATI0N^>^SUF£BI^^T£NDENT'8  BXPOBT.  Xlil 


"  One-ba]f  of  the  amount  provided  to  be  raised  annually,  as  aforesaid, 
shall,  at  the  close  of  each  half-year,  be  apportioned  to  the  Trustees  of  Schools 
conducted  in  accordance  with  this  Chapter,  to  be  applied  to  the  payment  of 
teachers'  salaries ;  and  each  school  shall  be  entitled  to  participate  therein,  at 
the  rate  of  twelve  and  a  half  dollars  per  term  for  each  licensed  teacher 
employed,  and  the  balance  of  the  county  fund  shall  be  distributed  among  the 
schools  according  to  the  average  number  of  pupils  in  attendance  and  the 
length  of  time  in  operation,  but  shall  receive  no  allowance  for  being  in  session 
more  than  the  prescribed  jiumber  of  days  in  any  one  half-year. 

The  gross  annual  amount  of  the  County  Fund  for  the  entire 
Province  is  now  $121,341.  Under  the  above  provisions,  as  modified 
by  the  Acts  in  relation  to  the  Education  of  the  Blind  and  of  the 
Deaf  and  Dumb,  the  County  Fund  for  1884-5  was  apportioned  as 
follows : 

Paid  to  trustees  in  proportion  to  the  average  number  of 

pupils  and  length  of  time  schools  were  in  operation  $  71082  46 

Paid  to  Trustees  in  respect  to  teachers  employed 47215  55 

Paid  Halifax  School  for  the  Blind , 960  00 

Paid  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb 2070  00 
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Sectional. 

The  total  sectional  assessments  for  the  direct  support  of  schools,  as 
reported,  amount  to  $287,853,  an  increase  of  $11,726.18.  The  sum 
levied  throughout  the  Province  for  building  and  repair  of  school 
houses  is  $46,190.75,  an  increase  of  $8145.20. 


REMARKS  ON  EDUCATIONAL  EXPENDITURE. 

As  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  summary  on  page  VI.^  the  aggregate 
cost  of  our  Public  Schools  for  the  past  year  was  $642,771.87.  This 
sum  is  large  enough  to  excite  attention,  and  to  suggest  inquiry  as  to 
the  possibility  of  reducing  expenditure  without  impairing  the  effici- 
ency of  the  schools.  It  is  right  to  ask  that  no  unnecessary  burdens 
be  laid  on  the  people,  and  that  the  agencies  of  education  be  so 
directed  as  to  secure  from  a  given  outlay  the  largest  and  best  results 
possible.  Erroneous  impressions,  however,  may  be  derived  from  a 
casual  glance  at  the  figures  representing  the  sum  total  expended. 
No  criticism  of  the  cost  of  a  system  of  public  education  is  just 
which  does  not  take  into  fair  account  the  fundamental  purpose  of 
that  system.  The  Legislature  of  the  Province,  reflecting  an  enlight- 
ened and  now  all  but  universal  public  sentiment,  has  repeatedly  and 
expressly  taken  action  in  respect  of  education  on  the  theory  that  the 
poorest  child  in  Nova  Scotia  deserves  to  have  free  access  to  the 
facilities  of  good  common  school  instruction.  To  seek  to  provide 
conditions  for  the  fullest  possible  realization  of  this  noble  ideal  of  a 
universally  diffused  education,  is  imposed  as  a  primary  duty  on  all 
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who  are  required,  in  any  capacity,  to  assist  in  administering  the 
educational  service  of  the  Province.  When  the  law  of  the  land  thus 
provides  for  extending  the  means  of  instruction  to  the  widest  possi- 
ble limits,  including  within  its  beneficent  scope  those  children  of 
misfortune,  the  deaf  mute  and  the  blind,  any  increase  of  expenditure 
legitimately  resulting  from  such  extension  ought  to  be  a  ground  of 
congratulation,  rather  than  of  disappointment  or  complaint. 

An  analysis  of  the  total  expenditure  for  education  with  reference 
to  its  puiposes  and  results  will  tend*,  I  think,  to  allay  any  apprehen- 
sions which  may  exist  as  to  the  excessive  cost  of  our  schools.  The 
question  of  a  possibly  needless  and  unproductive  outlay  is  one  whicK 
can  be  best  considered  in  the  light  of  a  few  simple  facts.  The  greaJt 
bulk  of  our  educcUionaZ  expenditure  is  applied  directly  to  tlie  Toain- 
tenance  of  schools.  All  collateral  and  administrative  branches  of  the 
service  combined, — departmental  supervision,  inspection,  the  training 
and  examination  of  teachers,  &c., — absorb  less  than  $26,000,  out  of  a 
total  of  $642,771 .87.  The  question  of  a  possible  substantial  retrench- 
ment is  thus  practically  narrowed  to  the  point  whether  onr  schools, 
ds  such,  are  extravagantly  maintained.  To  this  point  the  answer  is 
surely  a  ready  and  conclusive  one.  As  contemplated  by  legislation 
and  as  actually  carried  on,  the  educational  work  of  the  Province 
requires  the  constant  employment  of  a  staflF  of  nearly  two  thousand 
teachers,  with  school  buildings  and  appurtenances  of  adequate 
capacity  and  convenience.  The  aggregate  of  the  salaries  paid  these 
teachers  is  much  the  largest  item  in  the  direct  expenditure  on  schools. 
If  this  item  will  bear  reduction,  it  follows  that  our  teachers  are  over- 
paid,— that  they  receive  more  than  their  services  are  fairly  worth. 
But  who  is  prepared  to  urge  this  contention  ?  Is  not  a  glance  at  the 
details  of  table  XV.  sufficient  to  show  that  the  existing  scale  of 
teachers*  salaries  cannot  be  lowered  without  serious  detriment  to  the 
interests  of  education,  and  manifest  injustice  to  a  class  of  workers 
called  to  the  exercise  of  one  of  the  most  delicate  and  responsible 
functions  of  society  ? 

The  sums  annually  expended  on  the  erection  and  repair  of  school 
houses,  in  the  purchase  of  apparatus  and  furniture,  and  in  similar 
necessary  services,  though  in  the  aggregate  highly  respectable,  are  far 
from  indicating  extravagance,  and,  indeed,  in  many  cases  quite  inade- 
quately supply  the  required  conditions  of  health  and  progress. 

The  conclusion  would  seem  to  be  that  a  serious  reduction  of  the 
present  cost  of  our  schools  is  incompatible  with  their  effective  main- 
tenance. Diminution  of  expense  inevitably  means  abridgment  of 
facility.  The  few  thousand  dollars  that  might  be  saved  by  removing 
the  regulative  and  unifying  influence  of  periodic  visitation  and 
inspection,  would  not  appreciably  reduce  the  burden  of  popular  taxa- 
tion, while  it  would  render  much  of  that  taxation  fruitless  of  result 
And  it  should  be  distinctly  understood  that,  relatively  considered,  our 
system  is  not  an  expensive  one.  Its  cost,  equal  to  a  little  more  than  six 
dollars  for  each  enrolled  pupil,  compares  favorably  with  that  of  any 
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similar  system  of  recognized  efficiency,  with  whose  financial  features 
I  am  acquainted.  It  is  exceeded  in  a  majority,  if  in  not  in  all  the 
Provinces  of  the  Dominion,  while  it  is  more  than  doubled  in  Massa- 
chusetts and  other  States  of  the  American  Union.  But  whatever  the 
cost  of  our  system  may  be,  relatively  or  absolutely,  the  results  which 
it  is  accomplishing  are  to  our  people  generally  the  best  vindication  of 
the  burdens  which  it  imposes. 


STUDIES  OF  PUPILS.— fSee  Table  VI.) 

The  following  is  a  comparative  statement  of  the  number  of 
pupils  under  the  principal  subjects  of  instruction : — 

Rcadinfif.  Sptllingr.  Gen.  Geography.  Writingr- 

Winter  Term,    1885.. 77 ,966  77,928  31,415  70,181 

1884..  78,102  76,431  29,649  68,424 

Summer  Term,  1885 . .  83,808  81,596  28,551  70,408 

1884..  81,300  79,095  26;894  67,760 

Arithmetic.  Grammar.  Can.  History.  B.  History 

Winter  Term,    1885..  72,711  36,725  15,089  14,375 

1884.. 71,020  34,532  12,583  15,065 

Summer  Term,  1885 . .  74,774  32,829  14,393  12,338 

1884.. 71,832  34,034  12,131  12,934 

Elemente  of 
Drawing.    Nat.  Science.       Algekra.    Geometry.       Latin.  Greek. 

Winter  Term,    1885..  29,311     2,585       6,085     4,785        933  14& 

1884..  27,393     3,477       5,458     4,222     1,067         116 

Summer  Term,  1885..  33,474     3,272       6,014     4,255        876         117 

1884..  30,914     2,645       5,190    3,797       718         121 

As  compared  with  the  whole  number  of  pupils  attending  school, 
the  following  are  the  percentages  registered  as  studying  eacn  of  the 
above  subjects : — 

Per  Cent. 
Vinter  Term.    Summer  Term 

Reading 95  96 

Spelling 95  94 

General  Geography 38  33 

Writing 86  81 

Arithmetic 89  86 

Grammar 45  38 

Canadian  History 18  17 

British  History 17  14 

Drawing , 36  38 

Elements  of  Natural  Science 3  3 

Algebra 7  7 

Geometry '. 5  4 

Latin , 1.1  .1 

Greek 18  .13 
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Table  VI,  from  which  the  materials  for  the  above  comparisons  are 
derived,  does  not  furnish  such  detailed  and  classified  information 
regarding  the  studies  of  pupils  as  is  desirable.  These  studies  being 
now  regulated  by  duly  established  Course  of  Study, — ^a  Common 
School  course  and  a  High  School  Course, — steps  are  being  taken  to 
bring  all  strictly  scholastic  returns  into  harmony  with  their  provisions. 

The  returns  of  Table  VI,  though  not  sufficiently  precise  to  be  of  the 
highest  value,  indicate  clearly  enough  that  but  a  comparatively 
{jmall  proportion  of  pupils  pass  beyond  the  studies  of  the  Common 
School  Course.  The  High  School  course,  while  having  a  special 
relation  to  County  Academies,  is  intended  to  regulate  generally  the 
teaching  in  all  schools  of  all  subjects  lying  in  advance  or  the 
ordinary  Common  School  branches.  It  is  published  in  that  section 
of  this  Keport  relating  to  County  Academies. 

The  following  is  the 

COURSE  OF  8TUDT  FOR  COMMON  SCHOOLS. 


GENERAL   DIBECTIOHS. 

nnder  all  grades  teachers  are  expected  to  furnish  suitable  instruction  to 
their  pupils  in  the  following  subjects  : 

Hygiene,  or  the  science  of  the  laws  of  health. 

Moral  and  Patriotic  Duties^  as  enjoined  by  the  established  Regulations,  and 
(when  possible)  in  the  elements  of  vocal  music,  gymnastics,  and  military 
drill. 

The  Lessons  on  Nature,  or  as  they  might  be  termed,  Useful  Knowledge 
Lessons,  should  be  purely  oral,  familiar  in  style,  and  simple  in  matter,  with 
stress  laid  on  the  objective  presentation  of  the  principles  and  truths  designed 
to  be  taught.  Their  design  is  to  train  the  observing  powers  and  the  faculty 
of  induction.  Teachers  needing  special  help  in  their  preparation  will  obtain 
valuable  assistance  from  N.  A.  Calkin's  Primary  Object  Lessons  and  from 
Development  Lessons,  (on  the  Quincy  System),  published  by  A.  Lovell  & 
Co.,  N.  Y. 

From  first  to  last  the  attention  of  teachers  is  to  be  earnestly  directed  to 
the  important  end  of  training  their  pupils  to  the  use  of  correct  forms  of  speech. 
Distinct  articulation  and  purity  of  tone  are  to  be  cultivated  by  vocal  training 
and  drill  in  elementary  sounds. 

The  physical  and  mental  health  of  the  pupils  should  be  conserved  by  pro- 
per intermissions,  frequent  recurring  changes  of  occupation,  and  due  attention 
to  out-door  exercise. 

(First  Grade,  or  year.) 

Reading, — Black-board  or  Wall  Cards.  Primer.  Sounds  and  names  of 
letter.  Sounds  of  diphthongs  and  double  consonants.  Word-^building  from 
sounds.     Use  of  period  and  interrogation  point. 
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Language, — Constant  practice  iu  stating  the  substance  of  oral  and  reading 
lessons.     Oral  correction  of  wrong  forms  of  speech  used  by  the  pupils. 

Arithmetic. — Idea  of  number  developed  by  counting  objects  from  1  to  50. 
Notation  and  numeration  to  50  Analysis  of  numbers  between  9  and  50  into 
tens  and  units.  Addition  by  ttuo  to  50.  Subtraction  by  ones  and  twos  from 
50  downwards.  Mnltiplicatioa  of  2  to  12  times  2,  taught  objectively  by 
balls  and  lines. 

Writing  and  Drawing. — Drawing  straight  lines  in  various  po  sitions  and 
combinations.  Capital  letters,  and  then  words  and  short  sentences  from 
reading  lessons  in  common  print  on  slate. 

Lessons  on  Nature. — The  idea  of  each  of  the  senses,  sights  touchy  tastt,  smell, 
and  hearing^  developed  and  taught  by  objects  adapted  to  awaken  the  activity 
of  each.  Eegular  solids  distinguished.  Idea  oi  form  developed,  surfaces, 
lines.  Objects  distinguished  as  to  size  and  shape.  Idea  of  ptnce  developed, 
right  hand,  left  hand,  Sec.  Common  plants,  trees,  flowers,  dec,  distinguished 
Audyuamed.    ComuHin  colors  distinguished  and  named. 

Second  Grade  (or  year.) 

i2<ac?tnp.— Eeader  No,  1.  Word-building  from  sounds  continued  Reci- 
tation occasionally  of  short  passages  from  Header^,  with  a  minimum  of  20 
lines  for  a  year. 

Spelling. — Words  in  reading  lessons,  both  orally  and  by  printing  on  slate. 

Language. — Continued  practice  in  stating  the  substance  of  oral  and  reading 
lessons,  and  in  the  correction  of  wrong  forms  of  speech  used  by  the  pupils. 
Printing  on  slate  answers  to  simple  questions  on  oral  or  reading  lessons. 

Arithmetic, — Notation  and  numeration  to  160.  Boman  notation  to  XX. 
Addition, — results  not  to  exceed  100.  Subtraction,  neither  number  to  exceed 
100.  Multiplication  Table  to  10  times  10  by  balls  and  lines,  and  memorized. 
Application  M.  Table  to  simple  concrete  examples. 

Writing  and  Drawing, — Printing  as  in  First  Grade  continued.  Develop- 
ment of  the  idea  of  angle  ;  right,  obtuse,  and  acute  angles.  The  triangle, 
square,  and  rectangle^  Drawing  plain  figures.  Sketching  plan  of  platform 
and  school  room. 

Lessons  on  Nature. — fixercises  on  regular  solids  continued.  The  idea  of 
place  further  developed.  The  eight  principal  points  of  the  compass,  and 
simple  exercises  thereon.  Distinction  between  animals,  plants,  and  minerals. 
Common  animals  compared  as  to  points  oi  resemblance  and  difference. 
Plants  analyzed  into  root,  stem^  leaf,  and  flower.  Common  metals,  as  tVon, 
lead,  and  tin,  distinguished  and  named. 

(Third  Grade  or  year.) 

Beading^ — -Reader  No.  2.  Occasional  recitation  of  short  passages  from 
reader,  with  a  minimum  of  BO  lines  for  year. 

Spelling. — Words  of  reading  lessons.  Names  of  the  days  of  the  week  and 
months  of  the  year.  The  more  common  Christian  (or  given)  names.  Divi- 
sion of  words  into  syllables. 

Language. — As  in  Second  Grade.  Language  lessons  in  prescribed  Gram- 
mar taught  orally,  viz, :  The  Sentence  and  its  Essential  Parts ;  Words ; 
Nouns  and  Verbs,  omitting  distinction  between  transitive  and  intransitive 
verbs.    Practice  in  easy  sentence-building  by  supplying  omitted  parts. 

Geography. — Physical  features  of  neighborhooa  examined  and  described. 
Idea  oi  nature  and  use  of  maps  developed  by  plans  of  school  room,  play 
ground,  and  section.  Description  of  the  general  features  and  important 
places  of  County,  with  a  map  shewing  chief  roads  and  rivers. 
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Arithmetic-^l^ umer&tion  and  notation  to  1,000,000*  Homan  notation  to 
C.  Multiplication  Table  completed.  Four  fundamental  rules  with  applica- 
tion in  concrete  numbers,  multipliers  and  divisors  not  to  exceed  12.  Special 
drill  in  addition  and  subtraction.     Long  Measure,  Avoirdupois  Weight. 

Wrltiny  and  Dr^wtw^.— Script  letters  on  slate.  Copy  Booker  Free-hand 
outline  on  slate  and  blackboard.  Drawing  horizontal,  vertical,  oblique^ paralldj 
converging,  and  diverguig  lines ;  acute,  oblique^  and  right-angled  triangles. 

Lessons  on  Naiure. — Lessons  on  form,  direction,  distance,  and  color  con- 
tinued. Common  minerals,  as  coal,  gypsum,  quartz,  limestone,  distinguished 
and  named ^  Common  trees,  shrubs,  and  herbs  further  examined,  and  differ- 
ences in  their  roots,  stems,  leaves,  and  flowers  pointed  out.  Oral  lessons  on 
the  birds  and  animals  treated  of  in  Header,  with  pictures  where  possible,  to 
distinguish  their  ehief  structural  characteristics. 

(Fourth  Grade  or  year.) 

Reading, — Ecader  No.  3.     Becitatiou  40  lines. 

^jtelling, — As  in  Third  Grade.     Transcription  and  dictation. 

Lartgvage, — Practice  as  in  previous  Grade.  Language  Lessons  continued 
(orally),  viz.,  simplest  modifications  of  subject  and  predicate,  the  adjective 
and  adverb;  transitive  and  intransitive  verbs;  review  of  subjects  of  Third 
Grade.     JSentence-buildiug  by  use  of  elements  thus  far  considered. 

Geography. — Oral  lessons  as  contained  in  prescribed  *'  School  Geography 
of  the  World,"  pages  VIL — X.  General  Geography  of  the  Province  from 
map.     Oral  lessons  on  the  Seasons. 

Arifhmetic,  ^Numeration  and  notation  extended.  Boman  notation  to  M* 
Practice  in  fundamental  rules  to  secure  accuracy  and  rapidity  of  operation. 
Square,  Cloth,  and  Dry  Measures.  £xercises  in  reduction  according  to 
tables  learned.  Idea  of  fractions  developed  objectively.  Mode  of  expressing 
simple  fractions.     Exercises  in  Mental  Arithmetic. 

Writing  and  Drawing, — Copy  Book,  Drawing  Cards,  Series  No.  1. 

Lessons  on  Mature, — Lesson^  on  the  estimation  and  measurement  of  dis- 
tances ;  on  colors,  primary,  secondary,  and  tertiary ;  on  harmony  of  color, 
and  tints,  hues,  and  shades.  Study  of  economic  minerals  of  Nova  Scotia 
continued.  Simple  Botanical  studies  ;  distinguishing  the  di Cerent  species  of 
familiar  genera,  e.  g.,  red  and  white  clover,  white  and  blue  violets,  rock  and 
white  maple,  spruce,  fir,  and  hemlock ;  leaves,  their  parts,  structure,  form, 
base,  mnrgin,  point.  Domestic  and  wild  animals  of  the  province.  General 
structure  of  the  dog,  lion,  elephant,  fox,  &c.,  as  adapted  to  their  mode  of  lifcr 

(Fif\h  Grade  or  year.) 

Reading. — Beader  No.  4,  Part  1.     Becitation  60  lines. 

Spelling, — As  in  Fourth  Grade. 

Language, — Practice  as  in  previous  Grade.  Language  Lessons  continued 
(orally) :  Analysis,  Different  kinds  of  sentences.  Number  of  noons  and 
verbs.     Nominative  and  Objective  cases. 

Geography, — Ideas  of  latitude  and  longitude  developed.  Geography  of 
Dominion  of  Canada  (Introductory  Text  book).     Map  of  Nova  Scotia. 

History, — Chief  events  in  the  history  of  the  Province  (orally). 

Arithmetic. — First  three  chapters  of  Kirkland  &  Scott's  Arithmetic 

Writing  and  Drawing, — Copy  Book,  Drawing  Cards,  Series  No.  2^ 
Developing  idea  of  equilateral,  scalene  and  isosceles  triangles;  and  of  hau^ 
vertex,  and  altitude  of  a  triangle. 

Lessons  on  i\'a<«re. —Science  of  Common  Things;  rocks,  stones,  sands, 
(.lays,  soils,  minerals,  metals,   and  ores  of  neighborhood  examined;  essential 
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•qualities  of  the  principal  metals  and  minerals ;  plants  distinguished  as  flower- 
ing and  non-flowering,  with  analysis  of  flower,  seed-leaf,  and  stem  ;  animals 
distinguished  as  vertebrate  and  invertebrate;  insects,  fishes,  reptiles,  birds, 
mammals  distinguished.  Clommon  phenomena  explained,  ventilation,  wind, 
•evaporation. 

(Sixth  Grade  or  year.) 

Blading, — Reader  No  1  -completed.     Recitation  60  lines. 

Spelling. — As  in  previous  Grades,  with  extended  exercises  in  dictation. 
Meaning  of  words. 

Language. — Language  Lessons  ^oral)  completed  and  carefully  reviewed. 
Oral  and  written  abstracts  of  various  lessons  learned.  Short  descriptive 
sketches  of  familiar  objects. 

Geography — North  and  South  America  (Introductory  text-book.)  Maps  of 
North  and  South  America,  and  of  the  Maritime  Provinces.  Causes  of  dav 
•and  night. 

Arithmetic, — Chapters  4  and  6,  Kirklnnd  &  Scott,  omitting  Examination 
papers. 

History, — Prescribed  text-book  in  British  American  History,  Chapters  3, 
5,  9,  10,  11,  12,  13  (in  part),  U. 

Writing  and  Drawing.' — Copy  Book,  Drawing  Book,  No.  1,  Intermediate 
•Series. 

Lessons  on  Nature, — Science  of  common  things  extended.  Origin  of  soi  1. 
Soils  examined  by  mechanical  analysis.  Common  stones  and  ores  studied 
from  specimens,  e.  g.,  limestone,  gypsum,  granite,  ores  of  iron,  mangancfc, 
'Copper.  Plants  and  animals  classified  into  families  and  orders  from  general 
•characteristics.  Study  of  Plant  and  animal  structures  extended.  Flowering 
plants  classified;  non-flowering  plants  distinguished.  Different  families  of 
%irds  compared  and  distinguished. 

(^Seventh  Grade  or  year.) 

Blading, — Reader  No.  5  begun.     Recitation  60  lines. 

Spelling. — As  in  Sixth  Grade,  with  extended  exercises. 

Orammar.-^The  leading  principles  of  Etymology  with  paradigms,  as  in  pre- 
scribed Text-book.  (In  general  the  matter  thus  assigned  is  in  large  type. 
That  part  of  medium  print  matter  proper  for  this  stage  of  the  pupil's  progress 
'Can  be  recognized  by  teacher  without  difficulty.)  Text-book  exercises  in 
Etymology,  with  connected  rules  of  Syntax.  Analysis  to  complex  sentences. 
Parsing. 

Composition, — Written  abstracts  of  oral  and  readinj^  lessons.  Writing  of 
simple  narrative.  Business  forms.  Punctuation.  Division  into  sentences 
•land  paragraphs. 

Oeography. — Introductory  Text-book  completed.  Maps  of  Europe,  Asia, 
And  Africa. 

History. — Prescribed  Text  of  British  American  history,  with  special 
emphasis  on  events  relating  to  Acadia  and  Nova  Scotia.  Oral  lessons  on 
(prominent  events  in  British  history,  with  names  of  Sovereigns. 

Arithmetic, — Examination  papers  in  Chapters  4  and  6,  and  Chapters  5  and 
7  entire,  Kirkland  and  Scott's  Arithmetic. 

Writing  and  Drawing. — Copy  Book,  Drawing  Book,  No.  2,  Intermediate 
Series. 

Lessons  on  Nature, — Physical  phenomena  further  studied,  —  liquefaction, 
<*ondensation,  congelation,  dew,  frost,  heat.  The  Thermometer.  Classiflca- 
tioD,  location,  and  industrial  uses  of  minerals  of  Nova  Scotia.     The  matt  r 


XX  EDrCATTOK — SCPEHIKTBWDEKT'i^  HXH>BT. 


embraced  in  sections  1  and  2,  Chapter  1,  of  Gray's  "  How  Plants  Grow.*^ 
Insects — general  classification  and  special  study  of  thoee  which  are  iDJurioii» 
to  agriculture  and  horticulture. 

(Eighth  Grade  or  year.) 

Beading, — Header  No.  5  completed.    Becitation  70  lines. 

impelling. — As  in  previous  Grade.     Prescribed  Speller. 

Gmwmar,^-'R\Ae^  of  Syntax  (omitting  Ifotes  and  more  difficult  matter  iD 
medium  print).  Exercises  in  parsing  and  in  the  correction  of  false  syntax. 
Analysis  of  complex  sentences,     Keview  of  previous  work. 

Composition, — As  in  previous  Grade.  Careful  drill  in  writing  bu6ine9» 
letters  and  forms.  Oral  explanation  of  leading  principles  and  rules  of  con- 
struction, with  practice  in  producing  narrative,  descriptive,  and  expository 
paragraphs. 

Geography.^  Outlines  of  Astronomical  and  Physical  Geography  as  in  Ad- 
vanced lext-book,  w\J:h  first  six  problems  on  Terrestrial  Globe.  British  Em- 
pire (Advanced  Text-book^. 

Histoty, — The  prescribed  Text-book  in  British  hiatory  studied  with 
rolerence  to  general  ontline  and  leading  events.  (The  knowledge  aimed  at 
should  include  (1),  the  main  divisions  or  periods,  (2),  the  Sovereigns  (from 
the  Conquest),  their  name,  descent  and  character,  (8),  prominent  occurrence» 
buch  as  wars,  rebellions,  treaties,  &c.,  giving  character  to  each  reign,  (4). 
the  names  and  deeds  of  very  noted  individuals).  The  reign  of  Queen  Victoria 
in  detail.     History  of  British  America  reviewed. 

Arithmetic, — Kirkland  and  Scott  completed  and  reviewed. 

Algebra, — Definitions  and  fundamentjed  rules. 

Geometry, — Definitions  and  mathematical  constructions  of  geometrical 
figures. 

Book-keeping, — Day  Book,  Cash  Book,  Day  Book  in  form  of  Ledger. 

Writing  and  Drawing, -^Co^j  Book,  Drawing  Book,  Intermediate  Series, 
No.  3. 

Latm. — (Optional)  Smith's  Principia  Latina,  No.  1, 

Lessons  on  Nature, — Simple  explanation  of  breathing,  circulation  of  the 
blood,  and  digestion.  Elementary  scientific  &cts  and  priseiples  as  in  Intro- 
ductory Primer.  The  elementary  principles  of  Chemical  and  Agricultural 
•Science  as  in  prescribed  Primers. 

The  Course  of  Study  for  Common  Schools  has  already  proved  itself 
of  essential  service  as  an  aid  to  teachers  in  the  intelligent  direction 
of  their  pupils'  studies.  Previous  to  its  introduction  the  only 
semblance  of  an  official  guide  in  this  important  matter  was  the  pre- 
scribed Syllabus  of  Examination  for  teachers'  licenses,  which  is 
obviously  not  a  Course  of  Study  at  all,  but,  as  its  very  name  indicates, 
is  simply  a  scheme  of  examination  in  certain  subjects,  designed  to 
test  the  qualifications  of  persons  who  may  wish  to  obtain  recognition 
as  teachers.  Still,  under  the  circumstances,  it  is  not  strange  that  it 
was  generally  pressed  into  sei-vice  as  a  directory  of  studies.  It  is  not 
necessary  to  mention  more  than  one  of  the  many  injurious  conse- 
quences of  this  misapplication.  A  Syllabus  for  the  examination  of 
teachers  naturally  begins  where  the  studies  of  many  pupils  end. 
Teachers  finding  the  earlier  years  of  school  life  left  a  total  blank  on 
their  supposed  map  of  instructions,  were  tempted  to  leave  to  com- 
parative neglect  that  very  period  in  which^  by  the  proper  develop- 
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-ment  of  faculty  and  the  formation  of  correct  habits  of  study,  the  true 
foundations  of  intelligent  activity  and  sound  scholarship  should  be 
laid.  It  is  by  no  means  claimed  that  the  Course  of  Study  has  en- 
tirely corrected  this  injurious  tendency,  for  tendencies  often  continue 
long  after  their  producing  causes  have  been  removed.  But  it  is 
pleasing  to  note  that  the  introduction  and  extended  use  of  the  Course 
nave  most  influentially  directed  thought  and  action  to  the  inrportance 
of  right  methods  of  primary  instruction,  the  subject  now  uppermost 
in  the  minds  of  leading  educators  the  world  over. 

More  particvilarly  I  may  observe  that  the  course  is  designed — 

1.  To  discourage  and  prevent  over-pressure,  especially  as  regards 
the  premature  and  injudicious  use  of  text-books  in  elem  entaiy  cIa^)se.s, 
and  the  assignment  of  difficult  home-lessons  to  the  pupils  of  such 
classes.  Minor  changes  recently  introduced  are  designed  to  aid  in 
more  fully  accomplishing  this  desirable  object 

2.  To  ioster  ^dvxxitive  modes  of  instruction.  The  teacher  has  a 
.recognized  position  accorded  him,  apart  from  and  above  that  of  a 
mere  '*  hearer  of  lessons ''  learned  and  recited  on  the  principle  of  a 
vicious  and  irrational  verbalism. 

3.  To  provide  in  addition  to  thorough  Instruction  in  the  funda- 
x[iental,  or  instrumentary  branches,  a  reasonable  opportunity  for 
becoming  familiar  with  dbe  literary,  industrial  and  scientific  elements 
^f  education. 

A  country  which,  like  Nova  ^Scotia,  furnishes  in  exceptional  abun- 
-dance  the  material  conditions  for  a  large  economic  activity  cannot 
^ut  be  interested  in  prevailing  -discussions  and  researches  respecting 
technical  education.  There  are  undoubtedly  in  connection  with  this 
-subject  some  important  problems  which  cannot  yet  be  said  to  have 
reached  a  definite  and  universally  accepted  solution.  Professor 
Magnus,  of  London,  Eng.,  a  very  prominent  and  infiuential  member 
of  the  recent  Royal  Commission  on  Technical  Ekiucation,  in  a  late 
address,  spoke  as  follows  : — 

**  In  our  preliminary  report  on  primary  oducation  in  France,  we  threw  out 
the  suggestion  that  it  might  be  advisable  to  try  the  experiment  of  introclnciii^ 
manusJ  work  into  some  of  the  elementary  schools  of  this  country  ;  and 
experience  of  the  working  of  the  French  and  Belgian  schools  induced  us  t ) 
go  a  step  farther  in  our  second  report,  and  to  recommend  for  adoption  what 
we  had  previously  suggested  as  an  experiment. 

"The  questioB,  however,  is -one  on  which  wide  differences  of  opinion  still 
•exist.  In  Paris,  and  in  some  of  the  other  -cities  of  France,  workshops  have 
been  introduced  into  elementarv  schools  with  what  are  considered  verv 
satisfactory  results;  and  the  experiment  tried  in  France  has  been  imitated  in 
Belgium ;  whilst  for  some  years  past  the  Am  bach  t  schools  of  Holland  have 
proved  of  the  greatest  value  in  the  education  of  work  people.  In  Germany, 
iiowever,  the  same  development  of  workshop  practice  in  ordinary  schools 
^oes  not  exist. 
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"In  the  elementary  schools  drawing  is  generally  well  taught;  but  beyond  that 
there  is  very  little  of  what  mny  be  called  practical  teaching  in  the  general  school' 
curriculum.  In  several  of  the  Real  schools,  the  number  of  boys  who  work  in 
the  chemical  laboratory  is  comparatively  small,  and  anything  approaching  the 
experimental  method  of  teaching  physics  is  almost  unknown.  Speaking  of 
this  to  an  eminent  German  chemist,  I  was  told,  Die  Praxis  kommt  haHgenug 
(Practice  comes  soon  enough),  and  this  view  is  very  general  among  German- 
educationalists, 

"The  introduction  of  workshops  into  elementary  schools  is  regarded  as. 
Ciisinn  (nonsense^,  and  complaints  are  made  that  with  the  longer  hours  that 
prevail  in  Germany,  there  is  still  very  insufficient  time  to  give  sound  instruc- 
tion in  the  necessary  elements  of  primary  education." 

But  whatever  diversities  of  opinion  raay  exist  as  to  the  policy  of  car- 
rying on  general  and  strictly  technical  training  as  co-ordinate  pro- 
cesses in  the  same  school,  two  conclusions  have  been  reached  which 
may  be  regarded  as  having  the  force  of  demonstrated  truths.  One 
of  these  is  that  all  technical  education  worthy  of  the  name  niust  rest 
on  a  basis  of  sound  primary  instruction.  The  necessary  corollaries. 
of  this  proposition  are  that  the  warmest  advocates  of  industrial  edu- 
cation cannot  logically  belittle  efforts  directed  to  the  improvement  of 
this  essential  foundation,  and  that  it  is  not  wise  by  unduly  special- 
izinix  education  at  an  earlv  age  to  invite  a  serious  deterioration  of  its 
general  quality.  The  other  accepted  conclusion  is  that  the  true  vin- 
culnin  or  bond  between  the  ordinary  school  and  the  technical  school 
is  the  introduction  into  the  former  of  certain  branches  specially  bear- 
ing on,  and  preparing  for,  the  work  of  the  latter,  care  being  taken 
that  the  selected  studies  have  a  distinctive  educational  character  and 
value  of  their  own.  A  school  curriculum  consisting  simply  of  the 
fundamental  branches,  with  enlargements  in  the  direction  of  mathe- 
matics on  the  one  hand  and  literature  on  the  other,  does  not  respond 
to  the  claims  and  spirit  of  the  present  age.  To  say  nothing  of  its: 
relative  utility  as  an  educational  instrumentality,  it  subordinates  the 
prospective  interests  of  the  masses  to  those  of  a  few. 

As  regards  the  branches  by  which  the  time-honared  routine  of  sub- 
jects may  be  most  beneficially  varied,  precedence  is  almost  universally 
accorded  to  drawing  and  the  objective  presentation  of  the  element* 
of  science.  Both  are  highly  educative — the  one  training  the  mind 
thiough  the  hand  and  eye,  the  other  moul-  ing  it  to  habits  of  accu- 
rate observation,  statement,  and  reasoning.  Both  sustain  definite  and 
important  relations  to  industrial  processes.  The  former  is  regarded 
in  every  country,  even  in  conservative  Germany,  as  Ij'ing  at  the  very 
basis  of  technical  education.  The  latter  is  the  only  natural  prepara- 
tion for  that  practical  teaching  of  the  principles  of  science  which  is 
of  the  very  essence  of  all  effective  technological  instruction.  To 
these  subjects,  as  may  be  vseen,  a  definite  and  prominent  place  has 
been  assigned  in  our  Courses  of  Study,  and  in  spite  of  not  a  few 
obstacles,  they  are  each  year  leavening  the  work  of  our  schools  to  ai> 
increasing  extent  with  industrial  tendencies  and  sympathies.  On 
the  practical  interest  taken  in  them  must  largely  depend  the  success- 
ful development  of  all  contemplated  agencies  for  distinctive  technical 
education. 
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COUNTY   AND   SPECIAL    ACADEMIES. 

The  statistics  of  tkese  institutions  will  be  found  in  Tables  XVI. 
and  XVII. 

In  previous  reports  I  have  referred  at  length  to  the  unsatisfactory 
status  of  secondary  education  in  the  Province,  and  suggested  outlines 
according  to  which,  in  my  opinion,  both  its  organization  and  sub- 
vention might  be  advantageously  remodelled.  Since  the  publication 
of  my  last  Report,  the  Legislature  has  passed  the  following 

ACT  TO  ENCX)UllAaE  ACADEMIC  EDUCATION. 
Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  Assembly  as  follows  : — 

1.  Sections  61  and  62,  relating  to  County  Academies,  of  chapter  29, 
fievised  Statutes,  fifth  series,  are  hereby  repealed,  provided  nevertheless  that 
all  grants  payable  thereunder  shall  be  duly  paid  for  the  current  school  year 
ending  Oct.  31st,  1885. 

2.  In  view  of  the  general  provisions  made  in  this  Act  for  the  support  of 
academic  education,  the  grants  now  paid  Pictou  Academy  and  the  Halifax 
High  School  shall  cease  and  determine  on  the  first  day  of  November,  1885. 

3.  From  and  after  the  first  day  of  November,  1885,  the  Trustees  of 
Schools  in  the  Shire  or  County  Town  of  each  County  in  the  Province,  with 
the  exception  named  in  the  fourth  section,  shall  have  authority  under  the 
provisions  of  this  Act  to  establish  and  maintain  a  High  School,  or  Academy, 
which  shall  be  open,  free  of  charge,  to  qualified  pupils  from  all  parts  of  the 
County  in  which  it  is  situated. 

4.  So  long  as  the  existing  agreement  between  the  Council  of  Public 
Instruction  and  the  Town  Council  of  Truro  in  respect  to  the  Model  Schools 
in  connection  with  the  Provincial  Normal  School  is  maintained,  the  provisions 
of  this  Act  shall  not  be  understood  as  applying  to  the  County  of  Colchester. 

6.  In  respect  to  County  Academies,  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction 
fihall  prescribiB  the  qualifications  of  teachers,  ^x  standards  for  the  admission 
of  pupils,  arrange  courses  of  study,  establish  conditions  of  accommodation  and 
outfit,  and  frame  such  general  regulations  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  for 
the  eflicient  prosecution  of  academic  studies. 

6.  The  Trustees  of  a  County  Academy,  conducted  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  this  Act  and  the  regulations  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction 
framed  thereunder,  shall  be  entitled  to  grant  from  the  public  treasury, 
according  to  the  following  scale  : — 

(a.)  When  one  duly  qualified  teacher  is  employed,  with  a  properly  certified 
yearly  average  of  at  least  fifteen  High  School  pupils,  a  grant  equal  to  two- 
thirds  of  the  salary  paid  such  teacher,  provided  that  the  grant  so  paid  shaH 
not  exceed  ^Te  hundred  dollars. 

(b.)     When  two  duly  qualified  teachers  are  employed,  with  a  properly 
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certified  yearly  average  of  at  least  forty  High  School  pupils,  a  grant  equal  to 
two-thirds  of  the  amount  of  salaries  paid  such  teachers,  provided  that  the 
grant  so  paid  shall  not  exceed  one  thousand  dollars. 

(c.)  When  ihrfe  duly  qualified  teachers  are  employed,  with  a  properly 
certified  yearly  average  of  at  least  eighty  High  8chool  pupils,  a  grant  equal 
to  two-thirds  of  the  amount  of  salaries  paid  such  teachers,  provided  that  the 
grant  so  paid  shall  not  exceed  fifteen  hundred  doHars. 

(d.y  When  fonr  duly  q»alrfied  teachers  are  employed,  with  a  properly 
certified  yearly  average  of  at  least  one  hundred  and  twenty  High  Scho^ 
pupils,  a  grant  equal  to  two- thirds  of  the  amount  of  salaries  paid  such 
teachers,  provided  that  the  grant  so  paid  shall  in  no  case  exceed  seventeen 
hundred  and  twenty  dollars. 

7.  No  Provincial  grants  shall  be  paid  to,  or  in  respect  of,  teachers 
employed  in  Coonty  Academies  except  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  and 
all  funds  necessary  for  the  maintenance  of  such  Academies,  apart  from  the 
grants  herein  provided  and  the  du^y  accruing  County  fund  apportionments, 
may  be  voted  by  the  ratepayers  and  levied  on  the  section  as  provided  by  law 
in  respect  to  school  assessments  in  general. 

8.  The  term  '*  Trustees  of  Schools"  as  employed  in  this  Act  shall  be  held 
to  include  the  Board  of  School  Commissioners  for  the  City  of  Halifax,  and 
the  Councils  of  incorporated  towns  when  specially  invested  with  the  powers 
of  Trustees  of  Schools. 

9.  In  case  of  any  Shire  or  County  town  failing  to  avail  itself  of  the  privi- 
lege conferred  upon  it  by  this  Act  in  respect  to  the  establishment  and  main- 
tenance of  a  County  Academy,  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  may 
transfer  the  privilege  aforesaid  to  any  other  section  of  the  same  County  dis- 
posed and  qualified  to  fulfil  the  conditions  imposed  by  this  Act. 

10.  From  and  after  the  first  day  of  November,  1885,  any  teacher  of  the 
Academic  Class  (Grade  A)  employed  as  Principal  of  a  graded  school  in  a 
section  not  maintaining  a  County  Academy,  under  conditions  to  be  estab- 
fished  by  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  an 
annual  grant  of  two  hundred  and  twenty  dollars  from  the  public  treasury. 
In  lieu  of  Grade  A  license  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  may  prescribe 
such  other  qualifications  as  it  may  deem  proper,  for  principals  of  graded 
schools  in  sections  where  the  Prench  language  is  chiefly  or  exclusivelT 
spoken,  entitling  such  teachers  to  the  grant  provided  in  this  section. 

11.  In  any  County  where  an  Academy,  conducted  under  authority  of  this 
Act,  receives  an  annual  grant  of  five  hundred  dollars  or  less,  if  it  shall  appear 
at  the  clo9e  of  any  school-year  that  no  grade  A  teacher  has  been  employed  in 
the  County  under  the  provisions  of  the  tenth  section  of  this  Act,  the  Council 
ot  Public  Instruction  may  grant  to  such  Academy  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
dollars  in  addition  to  any  sum  otherwise  authorized. 

In  pursuance  of  the  duty  imposed  upon  it  by  the  foregoing  Act, 
the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  duly  framed  and  published  the  fol- 
lowing Regulations,  designed  to  secure  the  proper  carrying  out  of  its 
provisions : 
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REGULATIONS    OF    THE    COUNCIL    OF    PUBLIC 

INSTRUCTION, 

RELATING  TO  COUNTY  ACADEMIES  AND  GRADED  SCHOOLS. 

(Under  authority  of  the  "  Act  to  Encov/rage  Academic  Education.") 

1.  All  teachers  employed  in  County  Academies  under  the  above 
Act  shall  hold  Provincial  Licenses  of  the  Academic  Class  (Grade  A.) 
(The  Council  retains  right  to  waive  this  requirement  in  the  case  of 
teachers  possessing  other  approved  qualifications,  who  at  the  date  of 
the  publication  of  this  Regulation  may  be  employed  in  any  of  the 
institutions  recognized  in  the  aforesaid  Act  as  Uounty  Academies.) 

2.  Pupils  shall  be  admitted  to  County  Academies  only  by  regular- 
ly conducted  written  examinations,  according  to  tho  mode  or  modes 
hereinafter  provided,  but  holders  of  Provincial  Licenses  and  Provin- 
cial Normal  School  Diplomas  can  claim  admission  on  such  certificates. 

3.  The  Examinations  for  admission  shall  begin  on  the  day  preced- 
ing the  last  teaching  day  of  each  term.  (The  first  examination 
under  these  regulations  will  thus  begin  on  Wednesday,  October  28th.) 

4.  The  questions  for  pupils  applying  for  admission  to  the  Junior 
Department  (first  year's  course)  shall  be  prepared  by  the  Department 
of  Education,  and  forwarded  in  due  season  to  the  Principal  of  each 
Academy.  The  questions  will  be  based  on  the  essential  subjects  of 
clause  IV,  of  the  Provincial  Course  of  Study  for  Common  Schools. 
For  the  ensuing  year  papers  will  be  provided  as  follows : — (1),  Gram- 
mar and  Analysis.  (2),  British  and  Canadian  History.  (3),  Geo- 
graphy. (4),  Arithmetic  (with  a  few  questions  in  the  fundamental 
rules  of  Algebra). 

5.  The  entrance  examinations  shall  be  conducted  and  the  candid- 
ates' papers  valued  by  the  Principal  of  the  Academy,  and  such  other 

? arsons  as  the  Board  of  Trustees  may  chose  to  associate  with  him. 
he  questions  furnished  by  the  Department  of  Education  will  be 
accompanied  by  directions  for  conducting  the  examinations,  and  a 
statement  of  the  standards  according  to  which  papers  are  to  be 
valued.  The  examiners  shall  in  all  cases  be  required  to  certify  that 
the  examination  has  been  conducted  in  accordance  with  the  prascrib- 
ed  rules.  When  a  change  in  the  Principalship  shall  occur  at  the  close 
of  the  term,  the  incoming  Principal  shall  always  take  part  in  the 
valuation  of  candidates'  papers, 

6.  At  the  first  examination  held  under  these  regulations  in 
academies  which  employ  but  one  teacher,  the  pupils  previously 
registered,  as  well  as  those  applying  for  admission,  shall  be  required 
to  pass  the  prescribed  entrance  examination.      But  in  academies 
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employing  two  or  more  teachers,  this  examination  may  be  dispensed 
with,  in  regard  to  all  pupils  admitted  to  full  standing  not  later  than 
May  1st,  1885. 

7.  For  the  present,  the  admission  of  pupils  directly  to  advanced 
standing  (2nd  or  3rd  year's  course),  is  left  to  the  discretion  of  the 
principal  (or  faculty)  of  each  academy.  Such  pupils  should  be 
examined  on  the  essential  subjects  of  the  year  immediately  preceding 
that  to  which  admission  is  sought. 

8.  Examinations  supplementary  to  the  regular  examination  may 
be  held  at  the  discretion  of  the  board  of  trustees.  In  such  cases,  the 
questions  set  will  be  prepared  by  the  principal  (or  faculty,)  and  must 
be  preserved  in  connection  with  candidates'  papers  as  provided  for 
in  following  regulation. 

9.  All  papers  written  by  candidates  for  admission  must  be  care- 
fully filed  and  preserved  for  inspection  by  officers  of  the  Education 
Department.  Each  paper  shall  have  legibly  endorsed  upon  it  the 
value  assigned  it  by  the  examiner. 

10.  No  person  shall  be  recognized  as  a  qualified  pupil  of  a  county 
academy,  who  has  not  been  regularly  admitted  under  some  one  of 
the  foregoing  provisions. 

11.  Each  county  academy  shall  be  examined  annually  by  the 
Superintendent  of  Education,  in  conjunction  with  the  Inspector  of 
Schools  for  the  district.  The  examination  shall  be  conducted  orally, 
or  in  writing,  at  the  discretion  of  the  examiners,  and  in  its  scope  shall 
have  regard  to  the  time  of  the  school  year  at  which  it  may  be  held. 
The  annual  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Education  shall  contain 
a  statement  of  the  number  of  pupils  (by  departments  or  years)  pre- 
sented and  passed  in  each  academy. 

12.  To  entitle  itself  to  the  grant  claimed,  each  academy  must 
pass  at  each  annual  examination  at  least  the  minimum  number  of 
pupils  required  by  law  as  the  basis  of  such  grant.  If  the  examina- 
tion is  held  in  the  Winter  Term,  pupils  shall  not  be  taken  into 
account  who  have  been  admitted  later  than  the  first  week  after  the 
Christmas  vacation.  The  same  principle  shall  apply  if  the  examina- 
tion is  held  in  the  Summer  Term,  "the  first  week  in  June"  being 
substituted  for  "the  first  week  after  the  Christmas  vacation." 

13.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  trustees  of  each  county  academy 
to  supply  for  the  teachers*  use  all  text-books,  which  by  the  appended 
Course  of  Study  are  made  the  basis  of  oral  lessons  and  lectures. 
They  must  also  provide  the  philosophical  and  chemical  apparatus 
essential  for  the  experiments  and  demonstrations  required  by  the 
Course  as  a  regular  part  of  the  teaching.  A  selection  of  physi- 
ological and  zoological  diagrams,  models  and  specimens  is  deemed 
desirable.  The  teacher  should  encourage  the  pupils  to  collect  cabi- 
nets illustrating  the  geology  and  varied  mineral  resources  of  Nova 
Scotia* 
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14.  Ifc  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Superintendent  of  Education  to 
report  to  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  as  to  the  equipment  of 
each  County  Vcademy,  in  respect  to  school  room  accommodation  and 
conveniences,  apparatus,  and  provision  for  physical  exercise.  If,  in 
case  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  notifies  the  Trustees  of  any 
Academy  that  its  equipment  in  any  or  all  of  the  above  respects  is 
deemed  insufficient,  the  Trustees  fail  within  a  reasonable  time  to 
remedy  such  deficiency,  the  Academy  shall  forfeit  its  claim  to  public 
grants,  until  such  time  as  the  required  improvements  are  made. 

15.  Students  may  be  admitted  to  special  classes,  provided  they 
can  be  accommodated  without  encroaching  on  the  rights  of  the  regu- 
lar pupils,  but  such  special  pupils  shall  not  be  counted  as  qualified 
pupils  under  the  Act  to  which  these  regulations  refer. 

16.  The  Trustees  shall  make  satisfactory  provision  for  the  instruc- 
tion of  all  common  school  pupils  within  their  section  in  lower  schools 
or  departments,  provided  that  with  the  sanction  of  the  Inspector  a 
limited  number  of  8th  grade  (Common  School  Course)  pupils  may  be 
admitted  to  the  Academic  Department,  when  its  average  attendance 
of  qualified  pupils  does  not  exceed  twenty. 

17.  The  schools  entitled  to  employ  a  grade  A  teacher  under  sec- 
tion 10  of  the  "Act  to  encourage  Academic  Education,^'  shall  comprise 
at  least  three  departments,  each  in  charge  of  a  separate  teacher,  shall 
be  regularly  graded  according  to  prescribed  Courses  of  Study,  and 
shall  maintain  in  the  Principal's  Department  a  certified  average  of  at 
least ^ve  pupils  regularly  pursuing  the  studies  of  the  High  School 
Course,  hereto  appended.  It  is  also  provided  that  in  all  cases  the 
Inspector  of  Schools  shall  certify  that  the  equipment  and  manage- 
ment of  these  Schools  is  such  as  to  warrant  the  payment  of  the  special 
grant. 

18.  For  the  present  the  Council  deems  it  inexpedient  to  prescribe 
definite  qualifications  for  Teachers  of  Graded  Schools  in  French 
Sections.  Trustees  or  teachers  anxious  to  take  advantage  of  the 
provision  of  section  10,  should  correspond  with  the  Council  through 
the  Superintendent  of  Education.  No  teacher  will  be  deemed  eligible 
who  cannot,  in  addition  to  other  qualifications,  speak  and  write  with 
ease  and  correctness  both  the  French  and  English  languages.  The 
condition  requiring  the  average  attendance  of  five  qualified  High 
School  pupils  shall  not  apply  to  schools  established  in  French  Sections. 

The  following  is  the  Course  of  Study  referred  to  in  preceding 
Regulations,  and  prescribed  for  County  Academies  and  the  High 
School  Department  of  Graded  Schools. 

FIBST  YEAB. 

1.  EiroLisH  Lakgfage. — (a)  6th  Reader,  Part  I,  with  sketches  of  the 
authors  of  passages  read  and  recitation  of  choice  selections. 

(b)  Dictation  Exercises,  with  special  refbrence  to  words  liable  to  be 
misspelled.  Use  of  prescribed  Speller.  Word-analysis  with  study  of  cognate 
deriyativea* 
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(c)  Grammar. — Prescribed  text-book  completed  except  notes  and  appendix. 
*(cl)  Composition.  Prescribed  introductory  text.  Monthly  esuays  or 
Abstracts,  with  special  attention  paid  to  penmanship,  punctuation,  capitals, 
paragraphing,  etc. 

2*     Geoqrapht. — Europe  and  North  America.     Map  Drawing. 

8.  HisTOBT. — Prescribed  text  in  British  History  completed  and  reviewed. 
History  of  British  America  reviewed. 

4.  Abithmetio. — Hamblin  Smith,  except  Sections  14,  22,  29,  82  and 
83,  examination  papers  to  be  omitted* 

5.  Geometbt. — Eirst  Book,  with  easy  exercises. 

6.  Algebba. — Todhunter  through  Fractions. 

7.  Industbial  DnAWiNQ. — Nos.  5  and  6  Text-books  of  Art  Education. 
'PiiTbics. — (Winter  term.)     Prescribed  Primer,  with  additional  oral 

lessons  and  experiments   based   on   Gages'  Elements  of 
Physics.    (Ginn,  Heath  &  Co.,  Boston,) 
Q  J  Botany. — (Summer  Term.) —    The  elements  of  structural  Botany,  as 

in  Gray's  How  Plants  Orow,  taught  orally,  with  system- 
atic study  of  local  Flora,  fa  minimum  list  of  fifty  common 
plants  for  analysis  and  classification,  is  published  in  the 
Journal  of  Education.) 
*9.     Latin. — Principia  Latina,  Part  1,  through  Gh.  32,  and  Part  II,  to 

Boman  History. 

♦10.     Book-Keepinq. 

*11.    Fbenoh. — Grammar,    translation,   and    composition   as    in    French 

Principia,  Part  I. 

*Only  two  of  these  imperative. 

SECOND  TEAR. 

1.  English  Lanouage. — (a).  6th  Reader,  2nd  Part  with  scansion  of 
metrical  passages,  and  converting  poetry  into  plain  prose.  Sketches  of 
authors,  &c.,  continued. 

(For  above  requirement  teachers  are  at  Bber^  to  ralHititute  a  critical  study  of  Longf  elloir's  EcoMftUm, 
The  edition  of  poem  recommended  for  pupils  is  that  published  in  connection  with  **  Blaolde's  Sdioel 
Classics."— retail  price,  twelve  cents.) 

(h).    As  in  first  year. 

{e)    Grammar  completed  and  reviewed,  with  special  analysis  of  difficult 
passages. 
^{d)    Dalgleish's  Advanced  Text  in  English  Composition,  with  essays. 

2.  Geoqbapht  Completed,  with  special  attention  to  Physical  Geography. 

3.  HiSTOBT. — Modem  History  as  in  Swinton's  Outlines. 

4.  Abithmetio. — Text-book  completed  and  reviewed,  with  exercises  com- 
plete.    2nd  Book,  with  Miscellaneous  Exercises. 

5.  Geometbt. — First  Book  reviewed,  with  exercises  compl&te.  2nd 
Book,  with  Miscellaneous  Exercises. 

<3.     Algebba. — Involution,  Evolution,  Simple  Equations. 
♦7.     Chemistbt- — Inorganic,  (Winter  Term)  as  in  Steele's  Fourteen  Weeks 
in  Chemistry, 

Agricultural,  (Summer  Term)  as  in  prescribed  Primer. 
*8.    Book-Keepino. 

9.  Industbial  Dbawino. — Nos.  7  and  8  American  Text-books  of  Art 
Education. 

*10.     Latin. — Principia  Latina,  Part  I,  completed.     Grammar  and  Cesar 
De  Bell.     Gall.,  Book  VI. 


•Only  li^rte  of  these  impeimtive« 
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*11.     Gbeek. — Grammar,  translation  and  composition,  as  in  Initta  OrcMif, 

Part  L 

*12.     FEEWfJH. — Prineipia  Pait  I  reviewed  and  Part  II. 

THIED  TEAE. 

•English  Litxratubx. — Stopford  Brooke's  Primer  of  English  Literature. 
Critical  study  of  Shakespeare's  Julias  Ccesar.  (The  Edition  of  play  recom- 
mended for  pupils  is  that  in  the  Soyal  School  Series,  with  notes  and  glossary 
by  W.  S.  Dalgleish.  Betail  price  twelve  cents.)  Exercises  in  parsing,, 
analysis  and  historical  etymology  in  connection  with  book  read. 

2.  GEoeBAPHT  reviewed. 

3.  HisTOBT. — Swinton's  OutKues  completed. 

4.  Arithmetic — Occasional  problems. 

5.  Geometrt,  to  the  end  of  Book  lY.,  with  exercises  complete. 

6.  Algebra. — Text-book  completed. 

/Physiology    (Winter   Term.)     The  Elements   of  Physiology  and 
I  Hygiene  as  in  Huxley  &  Yoomans,  (to  be  taught 

♦7.<  orally.) 

I  Geology,  (Summer  Term.)    As  in  Prescribed  Primer,  with  special 
\  study  of  Geology  and  Mineralogy  of  Nova  Scotia. 

♦8.    Practical  Mathematics.    Prescribed  Text-book. 
♦9.     Latin.     Ovid's  Metamorphoses — prescribed  extracts.      CaBsar,  Book 
VI.  reviewed  or  Cicero  Pro  Archia  Poeta,     Pnncipia  Laiina^  Part  IV.,  through 
Chapter  35. 

*10.     Greek. — Grammar  and  Xenophon,  AnahasiSf  Books  *  and  2. 
♦11.    French. — Advanced   Grammar,   (Brachet  or   Otto.)     Charles  XII. 
Molier*s  Le  Bourgeois  Oentilhomme, 

Note. — Changes  in  Latin,  Greek  and  English  authors  read  will  be  an- 
nounced from  year  to  year  in  the  Journal  of  Education. 

It  is  not  necessary  that  I  should  attempt  to  forecast  in  detail  the 
results  likely  to  follow  from  the  operations  of  the  above  Act.  There 
is,  however,  every  reason  to  believe  that  a  remedial  influence  will  be 
exerted  on  several  of  the  injurious  tendencies  characterizing  our  pre- 
vious methods  of  encouraging  Intermediate  Education. 


THE  PROVINCIAL  NORMAL  SCHOOL. 

Details  respecting  the  operations  of  this  institution  will  be  found 
in  the  Principars  report  (Appendix  A). 

The  increased  attendance  reported  is  in  itself  one  of  the  mosft 
encouraging  facts  in  the  educational  history  of  the  year.  The  tribute 
paid  by  the  Principal  to  the  high  average  scholarship  of  the  graduat- 
ing classes  is  quite  within  the  warrant  of  fact.  At  the  last  teachers^ 
examination,  of  the  thirty  highest  places  in  the  list  of  successful 
candidates  for  first-class  (Qrade  B)  licenses,  all  but  seven  were  taken 
by  Normal  School  students.  But  inasmuch  as  scholarship,  however 
important,  is  not  the  fundamental  condition  of  success  in  teaching,  it 
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is  gratifying  to  know  that  never  in  the  history  of  the  institution  has 
its  specific  work,  that,  namely,  of  professional  training,  received  more 
attention  or  been  productive  of  better  results.  From  their  entrance 
pupils  are  taught  to  regard  themselves  as  in  the  school  primarily  and 
chiefly  to  obtain  qualification  for  the  work  of  teaching.  Studies  in 
the  non-professional  subjects  are  thus  directed  from  the  point  of  a  view 
of  the  teacher  rather  than  of  the  ordinary  seeker  of  knowledge,  and 
everything  is  made  to  conduce  to  the  development  of  professional 
aptitudes. 

In  previous  reports  I  have  argued  on  grounds,  which  I  need  not 
here  reproduce,  that  a  thoroughly  systematic  and  methodical  course 
of  training  for  teachers  is  essential  to  the  highest  efficiency  of  a 
school  system.  The  acquisition  of  general  knowledge  under  instruc- 
tors however  skilful  can  never  obviate  the  necessity  of  a  thorough 
study  and  mastery  of  the  principles  which  underlie  the  art  of  teach- 
ing, and  of  a  rigorous  training  in  the  application  of  these  principles. 

The  Faculty  during  the  year  covered  by  the  Principal's  report  was 
tjomposed  as  follows: — 

J.  B»  Calkin,  M.  A.,  Principal. 

Professor  of  Didactics  and  Chemistry J.  B,  CaUcin,  M,  A. 

Language  and  History J.  B.  Hall,  Ph.  D, 

Mathematics  and  Physics F,  B.  La^on,  M,  A. 

Instructor  in  Industrial  Drawing  and  Calisthenics  . .    Miss  Ottie  Smith, 

Teacher  of  Preparatory  Department Miss  Ada  F.  Ryan. 

The  Faculty  for  the  year  now  current  is  composed  as  follows  : 

J.  B^  Caxkin,  M.  a.,  Principal. 
Professor  of  Didactics J^  B.  Calhin,  M.  A. 

Language  and  History J.  B.  Hall,  Ph.  D. 

Mathematics F.  H.  Eaton,  B.  A. 

Lecturer  in  Natural  Science H.  W.  Smith,  B.  Se. 

Instructor  in  Industrial  Drawing  and  Calisthenics Miss  Ottic  A.  Smith. 


The  Legislature  at  its  last  session  passed  the  following—^ 

ACT  TO  ENCOUEAGE  AGRICULTtTEAL  EDUCATION. 
Be  it  enacted  by  the  Goyenior,  Council  and  Assembly,  as  follows : 

1.  The  Council  of  Public  Instruction  shall  haye  power  to  appoint  a 
Lecturer  on  Agriculture  in  connection  with  the  Proyincial  Normal  SchooL 

2.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  to  define 
particularly  the  duties  of  the  aforesaid  Lecturer,  with  reference  to  the  fo]IoW'> 
ing  general  objects : 

(a.)  Instructing  the  pupil  teachers  in  Agricultural  Chemistry  and  the 
sciences  bearing  on  Agriculture,  according  to  the  Proyincial  st^^dards  of 
examination,  as  announced  from  time  to  time. 
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(h,)  Conducting  a  regular  course  of  lectures  on  Agricultural  science,  with 
experiments  and  laboratory  practice,  for  the  benefit  of  young  men  generally 
who  may  wish  to  fit  themselves  for  the  successful  prosecution  of  Agriculture, 
and  with  a  view  of  training  teachers  for  the  special  schools  provided  for  in 
this  Act. 

(c.)  Inspecting  and  reporting  upon  any  schools  receiving  special  grants 
under  authority  of  this  Act,  so  far  as  the  teaching  of  Agriculture  is  concerned. 

(d.)  Delivering  public  lectures  on  Agriculture  throughout  the  Province, 
80  far  as  his  other  duties  will  permit. 

3.  Any  male  teacher  of  the  first  class  (grade  A  or  grade  B),  who  shall 
have  attended  the  course  of  lectures  above  provided  for  and  shall  have  passed 
a  satisfactory  examination  on  the  subjects  thereof,  shall  be  entitled,  subject 
to  the  conditions  hereinafter  named,  to  receive,  when  teaching  school,  in 
addition  to  the  ordinary  grant  of  his  grade,  a  special  grant  of  one  hundred 
dollars  for  the  school  year,  or  ratably,  according  to  the  time  he  may  have 
taught. 

4.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  to  frame 
regulations  as  to  the  outfit  and  management  of  schools  in  charge  of  teachers 
holding  an  agricultural  diploma,  and  claiming  the  special  grant  aforesaid ; 
and  without  the  due  observance  of  such  regulations  by  both  trustees  and 
teacher  the  special  grant  shall  in  no  case  be  paid. 

5.  To  encourage  teachers  to  qualify  themselves  as  Agricultural  instruct 
tors,  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  is  authorised  to  distribute  annually  a 
sum  not  exceeding  $250,  as  prizes,  among  the  five  teachers  who  shall  pass 
the  best  examination  on  the  subjects  of  the  course. 

6.  The  grants  authorized  by  this  Act  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  moneys 
appropriated  annually  by  the  Legislature  for  Education. 

Under  the  authority  of  the  above  Act,  H.  W.  Smith,  Esq.,  B.  S.  of 
Cornell  University,  Ithaca,  N.  Y.,  was  appointed  lecturer  on  agricul- 
ture and  a  school  of  agriculture  in  connection  with  the  Normal  School 
for  the  accomplishment  of  the  purposes  recited  in  the  Act  was 
organized  and  opened,  contemporaneously  with  the  Normal  School 
proper,  in  November  last,  the  following  explanatory  circular  having 
Deen  previously  issued : 

1.  instructions  by  lectures,  experiments  and  laboratory  practice  will  be 
given  as  follows  : — 

(1.)  To  male  teachers  holding  Academic  or  Eirst^Class  Licenses,  (Grades 
A  and  B,)who  wish  to  qualify  themselves  for  conducting  the  special  Agricul- 
tural Schools  to  be  hereafter  established  under  authoritv  of  the  **Act  to 
encourage  Agricultural  Education.*'  The  course  of  study  to  be  pursued  will 
include  Chemistry,  Botany,  Zoology,  Vetcfrinary  Science  and  Agriculture 
(Afield  fruit,  and  garden  crops,  and  live  stock.)  In  general  this  Course  will 
extend  over  two  annual  Sessions  of  the  Normal  School,  but  teachers  particu^ 
larly  well  grounded  in  the  subjects  constituting  its  scientific  basis,  may,  with 
proper  application,  complete  it  in  a  single  session.  By  Act  of  the  Legislature^ 
the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  is  authorized  to  distribute  annually  a  sum 
not  exceeding  $250.00  as  prizes,  among  the  five  teachers  passing  the  best 
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final  examinations.  The  lectures  delivered  in  the  Normal  School  proper  on 
Educational  Science  and  Methods,  will  be  open  to  the  students  of  this  depart* 
ment,  and  those  who  have  not  enjoyed  a  professional  training  will  find  it  to 
their  advantage  to  attend  them. 

(2.)  To  young  farmers  and  others  wishing  to  fit  themselves  for  the  suc- 
cessful prosecution  of  agriculture.  Such  persons  can  take  either  the  entire 
regular  course  above  indicated  or  a  select  course  in  special  subjects,  according 
to  their  ability  or  wishes.  But  it  is  to  be  especially  noted  that  the  sucoessfid 
pursuit  of  agricultural  studies  in  general  will  require  as  a  ground  work  a 
good  common  school  education,  and  that  without  such  qualification  no  person 
need  apply  for  admission.  * 

Under  2  (a)  of  the  Act,  Professor  Smith  gives  instruction  to  the 
first  class  students  of  the  Normal  School  proper,  in  Inorganic  and 
Agricultural  Chemistrr,  and  to  the  second  class  candidates  (in  two 
sections)  in  Botany.  His  time  is  otherwise  taken  up  with  the  duties 
imposed  by  2  (b)  and  2  (d)  of  the  Act.  The  following  general  view, 
or  outline  of  the  subjects  embraced  in  the  Course  for  agricultural 
teachers  has  been  furnished  me  by  Professor  Smith  :  "  The  course 
can  be  arranged  under  three  general  heads.  (1)  Natural  sciences ; 
(2)  their  application  to  agriculture ;  (3)  practical  agriculture.  The 
natural  sciences  are  Botany,  (structural)  of  the  higher  plants,  (Gray's) 
vegetable  physiology.  Classification  of  plants,  including  a  study  of 
the  lower  plants,  which  are  related  to  agriculture  (Bessey  s  Botany). 
Laboratory  work  on  all  these  subjects,  as  well  as  field  work  in  col- 
lecting, studying  and  analyzing.  Applied  botany.  Experiments  and 
studies  with  lower  plants,  and  with  seeds  of  higher  plants.  A  study 
of  the  diseases  of  plants  and  of  animals  produced  by  lower  plants, 
also  of  the  weeds  common  to  Nova  Scotia.  Anatomy  and  physi- 
ology. Comparative  study  of  domestic  animals.  Lectures.  Labora- 
tory  work  in  dissection.  Study  of  the  tissues,  and  their  microscopic 
structure.  Fluids,  and  their  action.  Students  are  also  obliged  to 
accompany  me  on  visits  to  sick  animals,  diagnose  the  disease  and 
prescribe  for  it.  Chanveaux's  Anatomy,  Green's  Pathology,  Law's 
Veterinary.  Entomology,  as  far  as  related  to  agriculture,  horticul- 
ture and  fruit  growing.  Laboratory  work  on  insects.  Chemistry; 
lectures  on  general  chemistrv  and  agricultural  chemistry.  Johnson's 
"  How  Crops  Grow  and  Feed."  Laboratory  work.  Analysis  of  fer- 
tilizers, manures,  fodders,  soils,  &c.  Practical  i^riculture.  Lec- 
tures and  essays  on  subjects  like  the  following — Drainage,  tillage, 
manures,  crops,  horticulture,  fruit  growing,  breeds  of  horses,  catUe, 
sheep,  swine,  poultry ;  feeding  and  care  of  animals.  Soils,  source  and 
qualities,  &c.  Barn  implements.  Students  are  also  required  to  visit 
farms  to  criticise  these  features  when  in  practical  operation.  In 
this  work  the  student  will  be  obliged  to  consult  and  read  books  of 
reference.  Also,  special  lectures  are  given  on  human  and  animal 
hygiene,  care  of  health,  what  to  do  in  emergencies,  &c" 
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PROVINCIAL    EDUCATIONAL    ASSOCIATION. 

TEACHERS*  ASSOCIATIONS. 

The  Provincial  Educational  Association  held  its  sixth  annual 
meeting  in  the  Assembly  Hall  of  the  Normal  School,  Truro,  on  the 
15th  and  16th  of  July. 

The  session  was  an  exceedingly  interesting  and  profitable  one. 
The  attendance  was  large  and  representative ;  the  discussions  gener- 
ally instructive  and  well-sustained.  The  following  was  the  regular 
programme  of  formal  papers  or  addresses : 

Do  the  Principles  of  the  Kindergarten  System  differ  from  those  of  Modern 
Education? — Wm.  Crockett,  M.  A.,  Chief  Superintendent  of  Education, 
New  Brunswick.  ^ 

Questions  in  Educational  Philosophy. — ^T.  H.  Band,  M.  A.,  D.  C.  L., 
Professor  of  Education  and  History  in  Acadia  College. 

Spelling  Beform. — A.  H.  McKay,  B.  A.,  B.  Sc.,  Principal  of  Pictou 
Academy. 

The  School  System  of  Prince  Edward  Island. — D.  Montgomery,  Chief 
Superintendent  of  Education  for  Prince  Edward  Island. 

The  Course  of  Study  for  the  Common  Schools. — W.  D.  McKenzie,  M.  D., 
Inspector  of  Schools  for  District  No.  10. 

Some  Defects  in  our  Educational  System. — F.  H.  Eaton,  M.  A.,  Prof 
Mathematics,  Normal  School. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  last  session,  among  other  miscellaneous 
business,  the  following  preambles  and  resolution  were  adopted 
without  debate : 

Whereas,  The  general  opinion  of  Inspectors  and  Teachers  is  that  we 
should  not  break  up  the  year  into  a  winter  term  and  a  summer  term ; 

And  whereas,  It  has  been  repeatedly  etated  and  shown,  that  much  good 
would  result  from  the  adoption  of  one  long  term,  which  would  be  identical 
with  the  school  year ; 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Committee  of  this  Association  be  also  consti- 
tuted a  special  committee  to  confer  with  the  Superintendent  of  Education  as 
to  the  advisability  of  having,  at  an  early  day,  for  the  schools,  a  single  schooli 
term  of  ten  months. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  executive  committee  since  held,  it  was  unani- 
mously decided  that  the  matter  was  not  one  in  regard  to  which  hasty 
action  would  be  justifiable.  It  was  felt  that  as  the  proposition 
affects  parents  and  pupils  as  vitally  as  it  does  teachers,  cautious 
investigation  and  careful  deliberation  should  precede  any  radical 
change.  Arrangements  were  therefore  made  to  have  the  subject 
brought  before  the  ensuing  Association  for  thorough  discussion. 

The  Inspectors'  reports  contain  apposite  references  to  the  various 
District  Associations   which  were  held  during  the  year.    Through 
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domestic  affliction,  conjoined  with  a  severe  pressure  of  official  daty,  I 
was  unable  to  be  present  at  that  for  District  No.  4,  held  in  the  town 
of  Digby  during  the  last  week  of  April.  Ail  others  I  attended,  and 
was  gratified  to  meet  on  each  occasion  a  body  of  teachers  of  whom 
any  country  might  well  be  proud. 


PROVINCIAL  UNIVERSITIES  AND  COLLEGES. 

Though  not  a  duty  officially  imposed  upon  me,  I  have  thought  it 
proper  to  include  in  this  Report  some  particulars  in  connection  with 
the  organization  and  work  of  University  education  in  the  Province. 
These  are  given  in  appendix  D. 


INSTITUTIONS  FOR  SPECIAL  CLASSES. 

Appendix  E  contains  some  valuable  information  respecting  the 
Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  and  the  Halifax  School  for  the 
Blind.  These  noble  Institutions,  though  originally  the  products  of 
private  philanthropy,  now  sustain,  through  recent  legislation,  a 
definite  organic  relation  to  the  educational  system  of  the  Province. 


Most  of  the  Inspectors'  Reports  contain  paragraphs  treating  of  the 
development  of  educational  facilities  in  various  parts  of  the  J^vince 
since  the  inception  of  our  present  Free  School  System.  These 
references  will,  perhaps,  be  rendered  additionally  instructive  by  a 
brief  outline  of  Provincial  legislation  on  the  subject  of  Public  Schools, 
prior  to  the  laying  of  the  foundations  of  the  existing  statute  during 
the  sessions  of  1864  and  1865. 

The  first  General  Assembly  of  the  Province  was  convened  in  1758. 
For  more  than  half  a  century,  with  a  single  exception  of  a  local  cha- 
racter to  be  duly  noted,  the  matter  of  public  schools  seems  to  have 
attracted  no  parliamentary  consideration  whatever.  We  should  not 
too  severely  condemn  the  legislators  of  the  infant  colony  for  their 
apparent  apatliy  in  regard  to  education.  The  duty  of  a  State  to 
provide  for  the  mental  training  of  its  youth,  and  the  important  bear- 
ing of  such  training  on  both  industrial  and  moral  advancement,  were 
not  then  the  accepted  principles  that  they  are  to-day.  The  Legisla- 
ture, moreover,  with  but  imperfect  powers  of  providing  revenue  and 
♦controlling  expenditure,  was  constantly  beset  with  urgent  problems 
growing  out  of  the  material  necessities  of  thinly  peopled  settlements, 
dotting  here  and  there  the  borders  of  a  practically  unbroken  wilder- 
ness. 
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In  1780  an  Act  was  passed  providing  for  the  establishment  of  a 
public  Grammar  School  in  the  town  of  Halifax.  This  is  the  excep- 
tional instance  noted  above, — the  only  sign  of  legislative  interest  in 
matters  of  general  education  during  the  first  half  century  of  our  history 
under  a  parliamentary  organization.  The  Act  remained  in  force 
until  1876,  when  the  Grammar  School  which  it  created  was  merged 
in  the  Halifax  High  School.  It  provided  that  a  sum  not  exceeding 
JEIOO  should  be  annually  granted  for  the  support  of  a  school-master ; 
and  that  whenever  the  number  of  scholars  should  exceed  forty,  a 
further  allowance  of  £50  per  annum  be  added  for  the  support  of  an 
usher  or  assistant.  An  Act  was  contemporaneously  passed  which 
provided  for  raising  "  the  sum  of  £1500  by  lottery  for  defraying  the 
expense  of  building  the  school-house.' 


»> 


It  must  not  be  supposed  that  during  this  long  period  the  rural 
portions  of  the  province  were  entirely  destitute  of  schools.  Thi  ough 
an  arrangement  made  with  the  Board  of  Trade  and  Plantations  when 
steps  were  being  taken  for  the  settlement  of  Halifax,  the  Society  for 
the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel  in  Foreign  Parts  established  and  main- 
tained schools  in  certain  localities,  grants  of  land  being  awarded  the 
Societj'  in  consideration  of  its  services.  It  was  undoubtedly  intended 
and  expected  that  the  whole  Province,  as  it  became  gradually  settled, 
should  receive  school-masters  from  this  source.  But  immigration 
into  the  country  did  not  come  by  the  anticipated  channels.  Most  of 
the  early  settlers  brought  with  them  prepossessions  more  or  less  un- 
favorable to  the  carrying  out  of  the  designs  of  the  Society,  whose  schools 
were  practically  confined  to  the  few  localities  where  the  people  were 
of  direct  English  origin,  and  were  naturally  under  the  control  of  the 
clergymen  of  the  Church  of  England  in  whose  parishes  they  were 
situated.  Elsewhere,  if  schools  existed,  they  were  the  result  of 
private,  often  of  individual,  effort.  They  were  seldom  open  more 
than  a  small  fraction  of  the  year.  Few  as  they  were,  the\'^  would 
have  been  still  fewer,  had  not  such  teachers  as  were  available  fortu- 
nately placed  a  tolerably  accurate  financial  estimate  on  the  value  of 
their  own  services. 

In  the  year  1811,  the  Legislature,  which  contained  at  that  time 
several  members  of  great  ability  and  eminence,  made  a  courageous, 
but  unfortunately  abortive,  attempt  to  lay  the  foundations  of  a  sys- 
tem of  general  Education,  by  passing  an  Act  with  the  ft)llowing  sug- 
gestive preamble :  *'  Whereas,  it  is  highly  advantageous  to  the  youtn 
of  this  Province  to  afford  them  easy  means  of  acquiring  useful 
knowledge  in  those  essential  parts  of  general  Education  which  are 
necessary  to  persons  of  every  rank  and  station  in  civilized  Society." 
The  Act  provided  a  grant  of  £25  in  aid  of  a  Common  School  in  any . 
settlement  of  not  less  than  thirty  families,  and  in  which  £50  should 
be  raised  for  school  purposes.  The  management  of  each  school  was 
committed  to  a  board  of  three  trustees,  selebted  by  the  Court  of 
Sessions  from  six  persons  nominated  for  the  office  by  a  meeting  of 
*'  the  Forty  Shilling  Freeholders  "  of  the  settlement  in  which  it  was 
proposed  to  establish  a  school.  It  is  noteworthy  that  at  this  early 
period  there  was  a  partial  recognition  of  the  principle  of  supporting 
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schools  by  assessment.  The  £50  to  be  raised  locally  as  the  condition 
of  a  legislative  grant  might  either  be  "  subscribed "  or  "  voted  "  at 
the  meeting  of  freeholders  called  for  the  nomination  of  Trustees.  If 
"  voted/'  this  sum  ''  was  to  be  assessed  and  collected  in  like  manner 
as  poor  rates,"  and  all  pupils  were  to  be  "  admitted  free."  The  provi- 
sions of  the  Act  thus  briefly  outlined  proved  almost  entirely  inopera- 
tive. The  reason  is  not  far  to  seek.  The  receipt  of  Legislative  aid 
was  based  on  a  condition  entirely  beyond  the  circumstances  of  most 
settlements  to  supply.  Even  to-day  the  principle  would  exclude  a 
majority  of  the  school  sections  of  the  Province  irom  all  public  sub- 
vention of  their  schools. 

In  1826  a  more  elaborate  Educational  Act  was  passed,  providing 
for  the  establishment  of  Boards  of  Commissioners,  for  the  division  of 
the  territory  supervised  by  each  Board  into  School  Districts  or  Sec- 
tions, and  for  the  apportionment  to  each  County  of  a  fixed  grant  from 
the  public  treasuiy.  These  grants  were  to  be  distributed  by  the 
Boards  of  Commissioners,  but  amounted  in  the  aggregate  to  only 
£2500.  To  the  Boards  was  entixisted  the  duty  of  examining  and 
licensing  teachers. 

In  1832,  the  t'^tal  annual  grant  in  support  of  Education  was  in- 
creased to  £4000.  The  number  of  Commissioners  in  each  Board  was 
increased  from  three  to  five.  In  the  local  support  of  Schools,  the 
principle  of  assessment  was  recognized  where  "  two-thirds  of  the  free- 
holders and  inhabitants  should  decide  in  favor  of  it." 

« 

In  1841  the  Provincial  Grant  for  Schools  was  raised  to  £6000,  and 
"  A  Central  Board  of  Education  "  was  created,  "  to  establish  forms  of 
returns  of  Schools,  affidavits,  certificates,  &c.,"  and  generally  to  pro- 
mote "greater  uniformity  in  the  system  to  be  pursued  by  the 
respective  Boards  of  Commissioners."  The  two-thirds  vote  of 
"  Freeholders  and  inhabitants,"  previously  required  to  authorize  local 
assessment,  was  exchanged  for  the  vote  of  a  simple  majority. 

Further  modifications  were  introduced  in  1845,  when  the  aggre- 
gate legislative  grant  was  nearly  doubled,  being  fixed  at  £11,170,  at 
which  limit  it  remained  until  the  introduction  of  our  present  system 
in  1864.  The  special  grants  for  Grammar  Schools  were  raised  to 
£1700.  A  change  was  made  in  the  composition  of  Trustee  Boards. 
The  "  householders "  of  each  Section  were  empowered  to  elect  ttvo 
Trustees,  to  whom  the  Commissioners  might  at  their  option  add 
a  third. 

Of  general  school  legislation  preceding  our  present  system  there 
remains  to  be  noticed  only  the  Act  of  1850.  This  is  the  Statute 
published  in  the  First  and  Second  Series  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of 
the  Province.  It  provided  for  the  appointment  of  a  Superintendent 
of  Education,  enlarged  and  more  accurately  defined  the  powers  of 
Commissioners  and  Trustees,  and  somewhat  improved  preceding 
arrangements  for  the  examination  and  licensing  of  teachers.  Under 
the  first  of  these  provisions,  John  W.  Dawson,  Esq.,  (now  Sir  William 
Dawson,  L.  L.  D.,  F.  R.  S.,  C.  M.  G.,  Principal  of  McQill  University, 
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and  President  Elect  of  the  British  Association  for  the  Advancement 
of  Science)  was  appointed  Superintendent  of  Education.  After  a 
few  years*  service,  Mr.  Dawson  resided  to  assume  important  duties 
elsewhere.  His  successor  was  the  Rev.  Alexander  Forrester,  D.  D., 
who  from  1855  to  1864  held  the  position  in  conjunction  with  the 
Principalship  of  the  Provincial  Normal  School,  an  institution  founded 
by  the  legislature  in  1854.  Both  these  gentlemen  labored  indefatig- 
ablj''  in  urging  upon  both  people  and  legislature  the  principle  of  Free 
Schools  supported  by  universal  assessment. 

The  Act  of  1850  remained  upon  the  Statute-book,  without  material 
modification,  for  fourteen  years.  During  that  period  few,  if  any, 
school  sections  availed  themselves  of  the  optional  principle  of  assess- 
ment which  it  embodied.  Large  districts  of  inhabited  country 
remained  without  educational  facilities.  A  cruel  necessity  forced 
Commissioners  to  credential  as  teachers  persons  devoid  of  obvious 
rudimentary  qualifications.  The  population  of  the  Province  was 
rapidly  increasing,  but  the  school  attendance  was  practically  station- 
ary, while  even  for  that  limited  attendance  the  provided  accommo- 
dation was  wholly  inadequate. 

Meagre  as  it  is,  the  foregoing  outline  of  legislative  enactments  and 
experiments  shows  conclusively  enough  that  the  times  were  growing 
ripe  for  fundamental  changes.  For  many  years  the  principle  of  Free 
Schools  based  on  universal  assessment,  and  the  establishment  of  a 
truly  Provincial  System  of  Education,  had  received  the  earnest  support 
in  Parliament  of  a  large  number  of  leading  statesmen.  But  the  practi- 
cal difficulties  confronting  such  radical  changes,  had  hitherto  proved 
more  than  a  match  for  Iqgic,  however  irresistible  and  triumphant  in 
her  own  domain.  It  is  not  wonderful,  then,  that  in  1864  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  day,  in  introducing  propositions  of  educational  reform, 
embodj'ing  most  of  the  fundamental  principles  of  our  present  system, 
shrank  on  one  point  from  accepting  their  own  conclusions,  by  putting 
a  premium  on  assessment  instead  of  making  it  by  force  of  law  the 
necessary  basis  for  the  local  support  of  schools.  This  defect,  however, 
was  soon  rectified.  Nearly  twenty  years  bef pre,  Joseph  Howe,  deliver- 
ing in  the  Legislature  one  of  his  grandest  pleas  in  behalf  of  universal 
education,  had  predicted  "  that  the  time  would  come,  when,  if  Eklu- 
cation  be  but  mentioned  here,  faction  shall  be  hushed,  personal  rivalries 
forgotten,  and  ambition  shall  plume  her  wing  for  noble  flights  above 
the  mire  and  strife  of  party."  This  eloquent  prophecy  received  its 
fulfilment  at  a  critical  hour  in  the  history  of  our  educational  develop- 
ment. The  introduction  of  the  most  important  bill  relating  to  edu- 
cation as  yet  submitted  to  our  legislature  was  met  by  an  assurance 
from  the  leaders  of  the  constitutional  opposition  that  so  far  from 
making  the  measure  an  occasion  of  party  strife  and  possible  party 
triumph,  they  would  gladly  do  their  utmost  to  perfect  its  details 
and  to  expand  its  principles  to  their  proper  logical  proportions.  An 
Act  of  broad,  progressive,  and  courageous  statesmanship  thus  found 
its  counterpart  in  an  equally  meritorious  act  of  a  rarer  type,  the 
patriotic  subordination  of  partisan  to  national  interests. 
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It  is  neither  necessary  nor  desirable  that  I  should  prolong  this 
Report  by  recounting  the  history  of  the  twenty  years  which  have 
followed  the  radical  reconstruction  of  our  educational  system.  Id 
the  earlier  part  of  the  period,  re-organization,  adaptation  of  the  exter- 
nal agencies  of  instruction  to  the  new  order  of  things,  changes  in  the 
material  conditions  for  sustaining  schools,  formed  the  conspicuous 
features ;  during  later  years,  with  not  a  little  useful  legislation,  atten- 
tion has  been  rather  concentrated  on  the  inner  aspects  and  quality  of 
education.  As  to  results,  while  boasting  may  not  be  expedient,  there 
is  no  reason  why  we  should  feel  either  disappointed  or  ashamed.  We 
have  good  schools,  fairly  comparable  with  those  of  any  similarly  situa- 
ted country.  Our  teachers  as  a  body  are  the  veiy  flower  of  the  youth 
of  the  land.  On  any  hypothesis  as  to  the  effect  of  the  important  politi- 
cal changes  and  commercial  readjustments  which  the  Province  has 
undergone  during  the  period  in  question,  Nova  Scotia  is,  beyond  dis- 
pute, better  able  to  enjoy  her  riches,  or  bear  her  proverty.  as  the  case 
be,  with  her  Free  Schools  than  she  would  be  without  them.  The 
probable  bearings  of  our  system  on  the  interests  of  morality  and 
religion  were  earnestly  discussed  at  the  time  of  its  introduction.  Such 
inquiries  must  always  command  respect,  and  a  people  which  does 
not  give  those  great  interests  precedence  over  all  others  has  lost  the 
prime  elements  of  national  strength.  I  have  no  authority  to  say 
that  any  one  has  changed  his  mind  as  to  the  correct  theoretic  basis 
on  which  the  structure  of  Education  should  repose,  but  it  is  certainly 
an  assuring  circumstance  that  no  score  of  years  in  the  history  of 
the  Province  can  compare  with  the  last  in  the  multiplication  of 
religious  agencies  and  institutions,  and  I  believe  also  in  the  general 
moral  and  religious  progress  of  society. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  Honor's  very  obed't  Servant, 

DAVID  ALLISON, 

Supt  of  Education. 
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GOTEBKMfiirF  AID  TO  FOOB  BXGTIOirff. 


TABLE  Z. 

SPECIAL  GOVERNMENT  AID  TO  POOR  SECTIONS. 


COUNTY. 


P&id  by  Government  over 
and  above  the  ordinary  Grants, 
towards  Salaries  of  Teachers 
employed  in  Poor  Sections. 


Winter  Term. 


Summer  Term. 


TOTAU 


Annapolis 

Antigonish , . . 

Oape  Breton 

Colchester 

Cumberland 

Digby  

Guysboro' 

Halifax 

Hants 

Inverness 

Kings 

Lunenburg 

Pictou 

Queens 

Richmond 

Shelburne 

Victoria 

Yarmouth 

Total,  1885..., 
"  1884.... 


Increase 
Decrease 


138  41 

46  40 

171  52 

131  00 

150  00 

98  77 

73  91 

124  20 

78  70 

66  15 

123  90 

110  61 

152  04 

75  15 

56  99 

30  29 


*"99'86 

8  1727  89 
1577  01 

$  150  88 

$  161  59 

88  84 

128  48 

169  GO 

150  00 

145  m 

123  38 
111  54 

146  59 
67  24 

176  10 
102  59 

147  96 
115  30 

88  71 
61  76 
10  00 
92  83 


2082  90 
2076  18 


$   7  72 


300  00 
130  24 
300  00 
300  00 
800  00 
244  76 
197  29 
235  74 
225  2^ 
133  39 
300  OQ 
213  20 
300  00 
190  4» 
145  70 
92  05 
10  00 
192  68 


$  3810  79 
3652  19 


$   158  60 


POOB  BECTI05S — ^BPECIAL  COUNTY  AID. 


TABLE  XI. 

POOE  'SECTIONS  —  SPECIAL  COUNTY  AID. 


MUNICIPALITIES. 


Number  of  these 

Sections 
having  Schools. 


Winter 
Term. 


Summer 
Term. 


Annapolis,  County  of  . . 
Antigonish,         " 
Gape  Breton,       " 
Colchester,  " 

Cumberland        " 

Digby,  District  of 

Clare,  "        

Ouvsboro',     "        

St.  Mary's,    "        .. 

Halifax,  County  of..., 
Hants,  District  of  East. . 

West.. 
Inverness,  County  of  . . 
Kings,  " 

Lunenburg  &  N.  Dublin, 
Chester,  District  of ... . 
Pictou,  County  of. .... . 

Queens,        "         

Richmond,    "         

Shelburne,  District  of. . 
Barrington,      " 
Victoria,  County  of.... 
Yarmouth,  District  of. . 
Argyle, 

Total,  1885 .... 
"      1884.... 


Increase 
Decrease 


21 

10 

20 

15 

23 

12 

3 

5 

4 

16 

o 

6 

9 

16 

14 

o 

18 

9 

8 

2 

2 


235 

188 


47 


27 
11 
22 
20 

27 

15 

6 

7 

6 

15 

16 

11 

11 

23 

10 

4 

24 

14 

10 

2 

3 

3 

6 

4 


291 
276 


15 


Amount  of  County  Asseasment 
paid  to  these  Schools  over  and 
above  ordinary  allowance. 


Winter 
Term. 


Summer 
Term. 


$143  44 

82  17 

136  53 

102  85 

154  12 

36  93 
26  71 

37  70 
23  33 

122  95 
30  54 
44  07 
67  51 

114  43 
97  81 

35  17 
127  93 

56  23 

71  17 

8  32 

14  08 

47  94 

36  45 


1668  38 
1393  43 


274  95 


$169  27 
'61  44 
146  02 
132  11 
167  87 
105  08 

47  64 

48  46 
38  90 

124  37 
64  78 
74.96, 
74.  45 

173, 88 
77  25 
26  69 

148  37 
86  18 
76  28 
11  98 
19  34 
16  00 
44  61 
30  84 


1986  67 
1943  24 


43  43 


TOTAI, 


$312  7t 

163  61 

282  55- 

234  96, 

321  99 

192  01 

74  25 

86  16 

62  23 

247  32 

95  32. 

119  03 

141  96 
288  31 
175  06 

61  86 
276  30 

142  41 
147  45 

20  30 
33  42 
16  00 
92  55 
67  29 


3655  05 
3336  67 


318  38 


APPOnTIOSMENT   OF  CODNTT   FOND — WINTER  TEBH. 


APPORTIONMENT  OF  COUNTY  FUND  TO  TRUSTEES  FOB 
WINTER  TEEM  ENDED  APRIL  30,  1885. 


^ 

W- 

^  . 

x-i  . 

,.  . 

J«.- 

i             M 

g 

V^ 

'J 

M 

m 

^l' 

:       :J 

li 

» 

«ii 

i 

m 
m 

!iin 

» 

Annapolis . 

250317 

S1324  79 

81703  66    60  00 

?3088  45l    70 

Antifioniah 

16TO2S 

924  0£ 

1754  91    30  OC 

270!)  0»  1  25 

CapoBret'n 

383102 

1752  15 

2931  59: 

4(i8;J  74!    87 

Colclieater 

350590 

1404  85 

1899  50;  30  OC 

150  OC 

3484  3.^    78 

Cumberla'd 

32656* 

1787  3(i 

2170  50,  30  00,120  Oi: 

4107  .VJ    73 

Digby  .... 

154172 

709  72 

1050  2l! 

54  7f: 

181+71     80 

Ciai-e 

83256 
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TABLE  XVn.— COUNTY  ACADEMIES  AND  SPECIAL  ACADE- 
MIES—(Continued). 


Cape  Breton  C!ounty  Academy. 

An  excellent  outfit  of  scientific  apparatus  has  been  lately  pur- 
chased for  the  Academy  at  a  cost  of  $300.00. 

B.  McKITTRICK,  B.  A., 

Head  Master, 


Kings   County   Academy. 

In  accordance  with  the  unanimous  decision  of  last  annual  school 
meeting,  an  additional  grade  A  teacher  has  been  engaged  as  assistant 
in  the  Academic  department.  Maps  and  globes  have  been  provided. 
Chemical  apparatus  and  other  requisites  expected  in  January. 

ANGUS  McLEOD, 

Head  Master. 


Lunenburg  County  Academy. 

The  Academy  has  been  considerably  enlarged  and  repaired  during 
the  past  summer.  We  are  now  very  comfortably  situated — have  ten 
good  rooms,  eight  of  which  are  occupied,  the  Newtown  School  making 
our  ninth  department. 

Since  the  completion  of  repairs,  our  attendance  has  been  excellent 
— the  largest  in  the  history  of  the  institution. 

a  H.  McINTOSH, 

Head  Master. 


Yarmouth  County  Academy. 

The  items  given  apply  only  to  the  Academy  and  the  Common 
School  Departments  of  the  Central  Section  of  Yarmouth.  Besides 
the  nine  teachers  employed  here,  there  are  seven  in  the  school  at 
the  north  end  of  the  town  and  six  more  at  the  south  end — making 
twenty-two  in  all  for  the  public  schools  of  the  town. 

A.  CAMERON, 

Head  Master. 


SB  S1>£0IaL  ACADfiMtES. 


PiCTou  Academy.  ' 

(a,)  Annual  Taition  Fee, — Twelve  dollars  per  annum,  or  sis 
dollars  per  term  for  students  from  beyond  the  County.  All  others 
free. 

(k)  CHcket—^Grickety  lacrosse,  football  and  military  drill  are 
encouraged  with  much  success,  but  are  not  imperative. 

(c)  From  Fees  and  Contribittiona.  —  Students*  fees,  8675.00; 
contributions  from  the  "  Pictou  Academy  Scientific  Association," 
for  the  ornithological  section  of  the  museum,  8250.00.  Contribu- 
tions for  the  art  department,  $180.00.  For  the  elocution  course  of 
lectures,  850.00.  From  the  general  school  fund  of  the  town,  82375, 
—total,  83530. 

(d.)    Average  of  Salaries, — This  refers  to  the  regular  teachers. 

(e.)  Expended  for  Apparatus.— This  includes  the  expenditure 
in  taxidermy  for  the  museum. 

(f.)     Miscellai^eoits, — This  includes  81080  interest  on   Acadeiny 

debentures. 

A.  H.  MacKAY,  B.  a.,  B.  Sc, 

Principal. 


Deaf  and  Dumb  IkstiTutiok. 

(a.)  By  the  Act  of  the  Provincial  Legislature  of  April  19th,  1884. 
all  Nova  Scotia  deaf  mutes,  between  the  age  of  eight  and  eighteen, 
are' entitled  to  freeboard  and  education  in  the  Institution — a^x?*' 
capita  allowance  of  8120.00  being  provided  by  the  law  for  each 
pupil  received,  half  of  which  is  pai(l  by  the  Government  and  half  by 
the  municipality  to  which  the  pupil  belongs.  Pupils  from  other 
Provinces  pay  according  to  circumstances,  but  only  a  trifling  amount 
is  derived  from  this  source. 

(b,)     See  remarks  appended  to  report  for  1884. 

(c.)  This  includes  82000  from  the  Nova  Scotia  Government,  8840 
from  the  Municipalities,  8500  from  New  Brunswick,  and  8500  from 
Newfoundland. 

(d.)  This  head  includes  the  salaries  of  matron  and  assistant  sec- 
retary ;  servants'  wages  ;  board  of  pupils,  teachers  and  servants  ;  fuel, 
gas,  insurance,  taxes,  and  all  other  household  expenses. 

The  financial  returns  are  drawn  from  the  treasurer's  account  a-* 
published  in  the  last  annual  report  of  the  Institution, — that  for  1<S8.3 
not  being  yet  published. 

J.  SCOTT  HUTTON,  M.  A., 

Princi jyai 
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TABLE  XVnl. 

SUMMARY  OF  GOVERNMENT  GRANTS  FOR  EDUCATION. 

1885. 

Common  Schools Sli60,513  o.i 

Normal  School G,538  10 

Special  Academies 4,250  00 

County  Academies 9,400  00 

Inspection 12,000  00 

Expenses  Office 1,009  32 

Salaries 3,400  00 

Traveling  Expenses,  Normal  School  Pupils 1,304  50 

Examination 772  74 

§199,188  2> 
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APPENDICES. 


APPENDIX  A. 


Re1)ort  of  the  Normal  School. 


David  Allison,  Esq.,  Ll.  D:, 

Superintendent  of  Education, 

Sir, — The  following  Report  of  the  Provincial  Normal  School  for 
the  Session  1884-3  is  respectfully  submitted 

In  accordance  with  prescribed  regulations  our  work  began  on 
Wednesday,  November  4th,  and  ended  on  Tuesday,  July  14th.  In 
several  important  features  the  year  surpassed  any  preceding  one  in 
the  history  of  the  Institution.  The  number  of  students  in  attend- 
ance exceeded  by  about  forty  per  cent,  that  of  any  previous  session. 
The  total  number  of  students  enrolled  was  205,  of  whom  198  were 
present  from  November  4th  till  the  end  of  April,  and  97  attended 
throughout  the  whole  session,  from  November  4th  till  July  14th. 
Three  students  of  a  former  year  entered  on  the  first  of  May,  making 
a  total  attendance  of  100  from  that  period  to  the  end  of  the  session. 

That  so  large  a  number  left  the  Institution  at  the  end  of  April  is 
accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  the  course  provided  for  students  of 
third  class  and  the  special  course  for  advanced  second  class  are  com- 
pleted in  six  months.  The  average  time  of  attendance  for  each 
student  enrolled  w&s  28J  weeks,  or  82  per  cent,  of  the  whole  time. 

We  gave  in  all  134  diplomas,  including  9  superior;  76  good,  and  49 
fair.  This  does  not  include  certificates  given  to  students  of  the  third 
class,  to  whom  we  do  not  issue  the  Normal  School  Diploma,  but 
simply  a  certificate  of  attendance.  Twenty-eight  students  received 
this  certificate. 

Both  as  regards  the  proportion  of  successful  applicants  and  the 
high  standing  obtained,  the  competition  for  provincial  license  by  the 
students  of  this  session  was  exceedingly  gratifying.  Of  forty -one 
students  who  applied  for  first  class  (B)  license,  thirty-five  were  suc- 
cessful, and  of  ninety-three  who  applied  for  second  (U)  class,  seventy 
were  successful  Generally  those  who  failed  to  take  the  grade  of 
license  applied  for  obtained  the  next  lower  class. 


^fiINCl^AL*a    RK^OltT. 


The  students  of  the  third  (D)  class — that  is  the  so-called  Prepara- 
tory Department-^did  not  share  in  this  success.  Of  the  thirty 
applicants,  but  seventeen  obtained  a  license.  As  a  general  rule  the 
students  of  this  class  are  not  hopeful  in  the  interests  of  the  profession 
and  of  the  education  of  the  Province.  I  would  repeat  my  suggestion 
of  last  year,  that  this  department  be  discontinued. 

We  have  still  to  acknowledge  obligation  to  his  Excellency  the 
Governor-General  for  his  gift  of  medals  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the 
iFaculty.  One  silver  medal  and  one  bronze  medal  are  given  to  the 
Normal  School,  and  one  silver  medal  and  two  bronze  medals  to  the 
Model  School.  The  competition  in  the  Normal  School  was  directed 
to  the  writing  of  an  essay  on  the  French  educationist,  Jacotot 
Several  competitors  entered  the  field,  of  whom  Miss  Mary  T.  Moseley, 
of  Halifax,  obtained  the  silver  medal,  and  Miss  Matilda  Cunningham, 
of  Halifax^  the  bronze  medal.  Several  very  creditable  essays  on  the 
History  of  Education  in  Truro  Were  written  by  pupils  of  the  Model 
School.  The  silver  medal  was  awarded  to  Miss  Agnes  MacKay,  one 
bronze  medal  to  Miss  Beatrice  Blanchard,  and  one  to  Miss*  Mac- 
Donald. 

It  ha«  occurred  to  toe  that  a  few  notes  on  the  history  and  general 
character  of  the  Normal  School  may  be  of  some  public  interest 

The  Act  to  establish  such  an  institution  for  the  traininor  of  teachers 
for  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia — 'introduced  by  Hon.  Samuel  Creel- 
lnan,then  Financial  Secretary — passed  the  Legislature  in  March, 1854. 
The  Rev.  Alexander  Forrester  was  appointed  principal  of  the  school, 
Charles  D.  Randall,  teacher  of  English,  and  Wm.  R.  MulhoUand, 
teacher  of  Mathematics.  Under  this  staff,  and  with  an  enrollment  of 
53  students,  the  Institution  was  opened  in  November,  1855.  It  has, 
accordingly,  now  completed  three  decades  of  its  history. 

The  Model  School  was  opened  a  year  and  a  half  later— 'in  June, 
1857 — and  comprised  three  departments,  High  School,  Intermediate 
and  Primary,  under  the  management  of  John  B.  Calkin,  Joseph  H. 
Webster,  and  Sophia  Christie,  respectively.  Dr.  Forrester,  as  Prin* 
cipal  of  the  Normal  and  Model  Schools,  had  full  control  of  this 
Institution. 

Keeping  progress  with  the  growth  of  the  town  of  Truro,  the  Model 
School  has  gradually  increased  until  it  now  has  twelve  distinct  depart* 
ments,  including  nine  grades  and  about  one  thousand  pupils.  Three 
of  the  departments  are  duplicates  of  the  lower  grades  and  are 
situated  in  the  eastern  and  western  extremities  of  the  town.  Two 
teachers  are  employed  in  the  High  School  department,  making  in  all 
thirteen  teachers.  As  stated  above,  the  Model  School  was  originally 
controlled  by  the  Principal  of  the  Normal  School.  Since  the  in- 
troduction of  the  free  school  system  in  18G5,  the  Institution  has 
been  under  the  joint  control  of  the  Principal  of  the  Normal  School 
Hnd  the  local  authorities  of  the  town  of  Trura 
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Until  recently  the  Model  School  comprised  ten  grades.  As  the 
greater  part  of  the  work  done  in  grade  nine  was  within  the  prescribed 
course  for  high  schools,  it  has  been  thought  advisable  to  combine  this 
department  with  the  High  School. 

The  leading  educational  principles  propounded  by  Dr.  Forrester 
were  such  as  still  find  a  prominent  place  in  the  creed  of  the  most 
^advanced  disciples  of  the  New  Education.  The  following  may  be 
taken  as  examples  : — 

The  child  is  a  complex  being,  possessing  a  physical,  an  inteUeduul 
and  a  moral  nature,  and  his  vaHous  powers  are  mutually  depend- 
ent on  each  other, 

Edxi-cation  consists  in  the  hai^monious  development  of  all  the  parts 
of  this  complex  nature. 

Exercise  is  the  grand  law  of  development 

The  following  quotation  from  a  circular  issued  by  Dr.  Forrester  in 
1862  will  give  an  idea  of  his  views  on  method. 

"  The  Educator,  whatever  the  branch  of  knowledge  he  imparts, 
must  be,  at  least,  as  much  concerned  about  the  mode  of  drajir;  it,  as 
hfe  is  about  the  measure  or  extent  of  his  acquirements  regarding  it ; 
more  anxious  to  make  the  children  go  through  the  exercises  them- 
selves, than  to  tell  them  how  to  do  them ;  or  to  do  these  exercises 
for  them  ;  more  bent  to  make  the  subject  plain  and  intelligible  to 
the  most  stupid  in  the  class,  than  to  the  most  bright  and  talented  ; 
more  ambitious  to  deposit  in  their  minds  things,  realities,  ideas,  than 
he  is  to  obtain  from  them  the  most  accurate  and  lengthened  recita- 
tion of  technical  terms,  or  of  well-constructed  rules ;  more  intent  to 
awaken  within  their  bosoms  a  thirst  for  knowledge,  and  to  provide 
them  with  the  means  of  gratifying  it,  than  to  make  them  encyclo- 
paedias of  learning/* 

Dr.  Forrester  attached  special  importance  to  the  moral  element  of 
the  system  which  he  a<lopted.  He  had  the  highest  confidence  in  the 
power  of  Scripture  lessons,  combined  with  proper  oversight  of  the 
children  in  the  play -ground,  to  influence  the  conduct  and  mould 
the  character  of  the  children.  During  the  first  few  years  he  allowed 
no  corporal  punishment  in  the  Model  School. 

"  In  matters  of  discipline,  embracing,  order,  diligence,  and  obedi- 
ence, every  means  must  be  employed  in  the  whole  external  and 
intellectual  management  of  the  school,  as  well  as  in  the  bearing  and 
example  of  the  teacher.  But  the  grand  characteristic  of  the  system 
is  moral  training,  in  contra-distinction  to  moral  instruction,  under 
the  guidance  and  control  of  love.  Vocal  music  and  physical  exercise 
should  be  intermingled  with  the  whole  business  of  the  school." 

Various  changes  in  the  teaching  staff  of  the  Institution  havd 
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occurred  at  different  times.  Dr.  Forrester  died  in  April,  1869,  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  whither  he  had  gone  for  medical  aid.  He  was 
succeeded  by  the  present  incumbent.  The  following  gentlemen  have 
successively  had  charge  of  the  English  department: — Charles  D. 
Randall,  A.  M. ;  Theodore  H.  Rand,  D.  C.  L. ;  J.  B.  Calkin,  A.  M. ; 
John  A.  McCabe,  A.  M.;  Charles  J.  Major;  James  Christie,  A.  M. ; 
James  B.  Hall,  Ph.D. — Wm.  R.  Mulholland  was  in  the  autumn  of  1878 
succeeded  in  the  Mathematical  department  by  Frank  H.  Eaton,  A  M. 

During  the  thirteen  and  a  half  years  of  Dr.  Forrester  s  regime 
the  average  attendance  of  students  was  sixty-three;  during  the 
succeeding  eight  years,  (1869-1877),  the  average  was  eighty;  and 
during  the  last  eight  years,  (1877-1885),  it  has  been  one  hundred  and 
thirty-eight. 

For  several  years,  two  sessions  of  four  and  a  half  months  in  length, 
were  held  each  year,  one  commencing  in  May,  and  the  other  in 
November ;  the  present  arrangement  of  one  session  was  adopted  in 
1872,  the  first  long  session  being  that  of  1872-3. 

In  1876  the  Legislature  of  Nova  Scotia  passed  an  Act  providing 
for  the  erection  of  a  new  Normal  School  building  in  place  of  the  old 
building  erected  in  1854. 

This  building,  occupying  the  site  of  the  old  one,  was  completed  at 
a  cost  of  about  $40,000,  and  was  opened  for  use  in  November,  1878. 
The  building  is  constructed  of  pressed  brick  with  freestone  finishings. 
The  main  building  has  a  frontage  of  98  feet  and  a  depth  of  56  feet 
The  wing  in  the  rear  is  48  feet  by  63  feet.  The  height  of  the  build- 
from  the  ground  to  the  roof  is  53  feet,  and  from  tne  centre  of  the 
northern  front  rises  a  tower,  the  top  of  which  is  about  100  feet  from 
the  ground.  The  basement,  extending  under  the  whole  building,  is 
divided  into  several  rooms,  including  laboratory,  furnace  room,  and 
lavatories.  On  the  first  floor  are  the  principid's  office,  the  library, 
two  class  rooms,  and  cloak  rooms.  On  the  second  floor  is  a  large 
Assembly  Hall,  comprising  the  whole  wing,  (63  x  48  feet),  and  two 
class  rooms.  A  large  room  in  the  attic  is  devoted  to  the  museum. 
The  building  accommodates  conveniently  about  200  students. 

The  work  of  the  Normal  School  is  partly  academic  and  partly 
professional.  The  academic  or  scholastic  studies  may  be  divided  into 
three  groups  a^  follows  : — 

English.  Mathematics.  Science. 

Grammar.  Arithmetic.  Chemistry. 

Geography.  Geometry.  Physics. 

History.  Algebra.  Botany. 

Literature.  Practical  Mathematics.  Physiology. 

Elocution.  Book-keeping. 
Composition. 

Industrial  Drawing,  which  cannot  properly  be  included  in  any  one 
of  these  groups,  receives  a  large  measure  of  attention. 
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The  professional  course  is  both  theoretic  and  practical,  comprising 
Psychology,  History  of  Education,  Method,  School  Management,  and 
Model  School  Practice. 


The  followinsr  are  the  text-books  used : — 


"& 


Mackinlay's  English  Grammar,  Calkin's  Geography,  Mackinlay'* 
Outlines  of  British  History,  Swinton's  Outlines  of  the  World's  His- 
tory, Calkin's  History  of  British  America,  Dalgleish's  Composition, 
Stopford  Brook's  English  Literature,  Hamblin  Smith's  Arithmetic, 
Hamblin  Smith's  Geometry,  Todhunter's  Algebra,  Eaton's  Practical 
Mathematics,  Mackinlay's  Elementary  Book-keeping,  Steele's  Chem- 
istry, Balfour  Stewart's  Physics,  Huxley  &  Youraan's  Physiology, 
Gray's  How  Plants  Grow,  Tanner's  Primer  of  Agriculture. 

The  theoretic  part  of  the  professional  course  is  conducted  chiefly 
by  lectures,  the  students  being  required  to  take  copious  notes. 
Although  text-books  are  not  used  in  class,  various  works  on  the 
different  subjects  are  suggested  for  reference,  as  Sully's  Outlines  of 
Psychology,  Carpenter's  Mental  Physiology,  Payne's  Lectures  on  Edu- 
cation, Landon's  School  Management,  Baldwin's  School  Management^ 
Compayre's   History  of  Pedagogy,  Quick's  Educational  Reformers. 

Acting  on  the  principle  that  one  can  learn  to  do  only  bv  doing,  we 
subject  our  students  to  practical  training  in  the  art  of  teaching,  bring- 
iiig|in  classes  from  the  Model  School  for  this  purpose.  While  one 
student  is  teaching,  others  of  his  class  are  observing  and  taking  notes. 
The  teaching  is  done  in  the  presence  of  a  member  of  the  faculty,  who, 
at  the  close  of  the  lesson,  calls  upon  the  observers  to  criticise  it,  and 
then  concludes  the  exercise  by  stating  his  own  views  of  the  character 
of  the  work  done.  Each  student  teaches  twice,  or  oftener,  under 
the  supervision  of  each  member  of  the  faculty,  having  a  different 
subject  and  grade  of  pupils  each  time,  so  as  to  secure  as  much  variety 
as  possible. 

The  following  are  the  present  Regulations  of  the  Council  of  Public 
Instruction,  relating  to  tne  management  of  the  Institution  : — 

1.  The  Annual  Session  shall  commence  on  the  first  Wednesday 
of  November  and  close  on  the  first  Tuesday  after  the  8th  of  July. 

2.  Except  in  the  case  of  students  of  a  previous  session,  who  may 
be  admitted  at  any  time,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Faculty,  applicants 
will  be  admitted  to  the  Institution  only  at  the  beginning  of  th& 
session. 

3.  Applicants  for  admission  to  the  First  Class  shall  be  examined 
in  the  subjects  of  the  Syllabus  for  Second  Class  Provincial  licenses. 

Special  emphasis  will  be  laid  upon  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
Algebra,  as  in  Chapters  10, 11, 16, 18,  20,  22,  and  24;  and  of  Arith- 
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metic,  as  in  Chapters  20,  21,  22,  23,  24,  25,  and  26,  of  the  prescribed 
text  books  on  these  subjects. 

Candidates  who  already  hold  a  license  of  the  Second  Class  will  be 
examined  only  in  those  subjects  in  which  they  obtained  a  mark  of 
less  than  50,  as  shown  by  their  Memo, 

4.  Applicants  for  admission  to  the  Second  Class  shall  be  examined 
on  the  first  23  pages  of  the  prescribed  Geometry,  in  addition  to  the 
subjects  of  the  Syllabus  for  Third  Class  license. 

Those  who  already  hold  a  license  of  the  Third  Class  shall  be 
examined  on  the  above-named  23  pages  of  the  Geometry,  together 
with  those  subjects  in  which  they  have  obtained  a  mark  of  less 
than  50. 

5.  Applicants  will  be  admitted  to  the  third  Class  on  any  one  of 
the  following  conditions  : — 

fa) — If,  on  examination  in  Reading,  Spelling,  English  Grammar, 
and  Arithmetic,  they  shall  show  such  qualifications  as  to  give  reason- 
able assurance  of  completing  the  course  for  license  of  grade  D,  within 
the  prescribed  term  for  that  grade. 

(b) — If  at  a  previous  examination  for  lice»«e  they  have  made  m 
average  of  40  or  upwards  on  all^ubfects  of  grade  D  Syllabus,  not  in- 
cluding School  Management  and  Teaching,  or  of  40  in  Arithmetic 
and  Grammar  taken  together. 

• 

(c) — All  applicants  who  present  a  certificate  of  qualification  as 
specified  in  (a)  from  any  Inspector  of  Schools  in  the  province. 

6.  Applicants  for  admission  by  examination  must  present  them- 
selves on  Wednesday,  the  first  day  of  the  session ;  others  may  be 
admitted  at  any  time  not  later  than  the  following  Monday. 

7.  Applicants  shall  present  to  the  Principal  a  satisfactory  certifi- 
cate of  moral  character  and  age,  dated  within  three  months  of  the 
time  of  presentation,  and  they  shall  sign  a  declaration  of  intention 
to  teach  for  a  period  of  at  least  three  years  within  the  Province  of 
Nova  Scotia, 

8.  Students  thus  declaring  their  intention  to  teach  within  the  Pro- 
vince will  receive  free  tuition ;  others  may  be  admitted  on  payment  of 
a  fee  of  S20.00  for  the  session. 

9.  With  the  exception  of  the  cases  provided  for  in  clause  10,  the 
term  of  study  for  the  First  and  Second  Classes  will  extend  throughout 
the  whole  session ;  the  term  for  the  Third  Class  will  end  about  the 
20th  of  April. 
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10.  Under  certain  conditions  herein  specified  students  may  com- 
plete the  professional  course  provided  for  the  Second  Class  in  six 
months. 

The  qualification  admitting  students  to  this  privilege  shall  be  any 
one  of  the  following  : — 

(a.) — The  possession  on  entering  the  institution  of  Provincial 
License  of  the  second  (C)  class. 

(h) — A  pass  average  (50)  on  non  professional  subjects  in  competition 
foi*  Provincial  License  of  the  second  (G)  class. 

(c.) — Such  general  scholarship  and  ability  as  in  the  judgment  of 
the  Faculty  may  justify  admission  to  this  distinction. 

11.  On  fulfilment  of  the  conditions  specified  in  the  By-laws  of 
the  Institution,  the  Nonnal  School  Diploma  will  be  awarded  to 
students  of  the  First  and  Second  Classes,  and  Professional  Certificates 
to  students  of  the  Third  Class. 

The  Diploma  shall  indicate  whether  the  holder  has  taken  the 
professir>nal  course  provided  for  the  First  Class,  or  that  provided 
for  ttie  Second  Class. 

Honorary  distinction  will  be  accorded  to  students  of  exceptional 
scholarship,  or  teaching  ability. 

12.  A  special  examination  for  Provincial  License  of  the  second 
(C)  and  the  third  (D)  classes  will  be  held  near  the  end  of  April, 
exclusively  for  such  students  as  may  then  be  qualified  according  to 

£rovisions  of  clauses  9,  10,  and  11,   to  receive  the  Normal  School 
diploma  or  Certificate. 

13.  The  Normal  School  Diploma  shall  be  a  valid  license  of  its 
class  (First,  Second,  or  Third)  from  the  date  of  its  issue  until  the  ena 
of  October  next  ensuing,  so  that  persons  holding  it  can  at  once  enter 
upon  engagements  to  teach,  and  enjoy  for  the  time  specified,  irre- 
spective of  the  result  of  the  examination  for  license,  all  the  privileges 
-accorded  to  teachers  of  the  corresponding  class. 

14.  Certificates  will  be  given  to  students  who  show  ability  to 
teach  Industrial  Drawing. 

15.  Students  who  from  any  satisfactory  cause  are  unable  to  make 
the  full  attendance  required  for  a  diploma  may  be  permitted  to. 
•complete  their  course  in  any  subsequent  year. 

16.  The  students  shall  lodge  and  board  at  such  houses   as   are- 
approved  of  by  the  Principal.     Ladies  and  gentlemen  shall  not  be 
permitted  to  board  at  the  same  house. 
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Before  permitting  Students  to  board  at  any  house  the  Principal 
shall  assure  himself  by  personal  inspection  or  otherwise  as  to  the 
fitness  of  the  accommodation  to  give  physical  comfort,  to  allow 
undisturbed  study,  and  to  contribute  to  the  moral  welfare  of  the 
students;  and  he  shall,  from  time  to  time  throughout  the  session, 
visit  the  boarding  houses,  maintaining  such  oversight  as  may  be 
necessary  to  give  him  all  reasonable  assurance  that  good  order  and 
decorum  are  observed. 

17.  Persons  intending  to  apply  for  admission  to  the  Normal 
School  should  give  notice  of  the  same  to  the  Principal  at  least  one 
month  previous  to  the  commencement  of  the  session. 

18.  Travelling  expenses  at  the  rate  of  five  cents  per  mile,  to  and 
from  the  Institution,  will  be  paid  at  the  end  of  the  session,  to  all 
students  who  obtain  a  Diploma  or  certificate. 

Some  other  important  matters  might  very  properly  be  referred  to, 
but  I  fear  that  I  have  already  extended  this  report  to  an  unreason- 
able length. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Yours  respectfully, 

J.  B.  CALKIN, 

Principal. 
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Students  of  cNonnal  SefeooL  1884-§- 


iStudejiU  whose  names  are  marked. thus  *  were  not  examined  for  License  at  close  of  session 


Xams. 


<Jan]e  Munroe 

Mary  J.  Sproul 

Isabel  C  Cobb    

Emily  F.  Goudej 

"Gertrude  L.  Itoss  .     . . 

Lizzie  Hibbert 

Maggie  Creighton  . .  . . 

Marion  Park 

*Oassie  Davidson 

Mary  Moseley 

Joel  R.  Fritz 

J.  Willard  Litch 

Alex.  J.  McDonald. .  . . 

John  Macintosh 

Fletcher  Mitchell 

Stewart  McPhie 

fiarvey  Murray 

William  Creel  man  . .  . . 
Charles  Mcintosh  . .  . . 

John  E.  Savre 

Bobert  Hoseason 

William  Harvey 

Jordan  Smith 

George  McLeod 

Isabella  Smith 

Maggie  Moody 

Bertha  Buggies 

Frances  Gray 

Cllen  A-  Carter 

Minnie  Kerr 

Cassie  Gray 

Mary  A.  McLeod. 

Augusta  Davison 

Sara  Greelman 

Annie  E.  Anderson .... 

Etta  J.Yuill 

Jeanie  Rettie   

Lily  E.  McColough 

J'uUa  Brown 


Pictou  . . . . 
Cumberland 
Yarmouth 


4fc 


Hants   . . 
Yarmouth 
Pictou  . . 


(( 


Kings  . . 
Halifax. . 
Annapolis 


4« 


Inverness 


4( 


Kings  . . 
Inverness 
Colchester 


«t 


Pictou  . . 
Cumberland 
Annapolis. 
Kings  . . . 
Hants  . . . 
Queens . .  . 
]  lali&x . .  . 


(( 


Digby  . . . 
Annapolis. 
Cumberland 


(( 


Colchester 


(( 


(( 


Annapolis 
Colchester 


(( 


(( 


Hant 


s 


C 
C 
D 
C 
D 
C 
C 
C 
C 
C 
C 
C 
G 
D 
C 
C 


D 
€ 

•  •• 

C 
B 
C 
B 
D 

•  • 

c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 

•  • 

c 
c 


B 
B 

c 

« 

c 

B 

B 

« 

B 
B 

C 

B 

♦ 

C 

» 

c 

B 
C 

B 

• 

C 
B 
C 
C 

B 

» 

» 

B 
B 
B 
B 
B 
B 


Fair. 


Fair. 

•  •   •  •   ■  • 

•  ••••• 

Good. 
Good. 


Fair. 


«  c  « 
-of 

to    o 


Good. 

Good. 

Good. 

Good. 

Good. 

Superior. 

Good. 

•  ••••« 

Good. 
Good. 
Good. 
Good. 

•  • . .  • . 

Good. 

...... 


Fair. 

Good, 

Fair. 


Fair. 
Good. 


Superior. 
Good. 
Good. 
Good. 


...... 


Superior. 
Good. 
Good. 
Superior. 


Good. 
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NORMAL   SCnOOlj,— (Continued.) 


Namb. 


Millie  Caineron    

Isabel  Brodie   

Bessie  Warner 

Blanche  McLatchy  .... 

Annie  M.  Grant 

Annie  L.  Baver 

• 

Harriet  Hamilton  .... 
Hattie  L.  Flowers  .... 
A.  Matilda  Cunningham 
Sophia  M.  Fraser  . .  . 
Minnie  McCulloch..  .. 

Ida  HoUowav  

Mary  A.  S.  Holloway . . 
JSadie  M.  Wallace  . .  . . 
Annie  M.  Matheson  . . 

Eva  L.  Reed 

Maiul  Fitch 

Annie  Hislop 

Je«si©  M.  Hislop 

Emma  Franklin 

Lophemia  Richardson . . 

Alice  M.  Fuller 

Martha  J.  Fuller 

Lily  A.  Scott   

Elizabeth  H.  Stewart  . . 

Beriah  S.  Banks 

Guilford  Marshall . .  . . 
William  EMridge  .... 

Jessie  McQueen 

Emma  A.  Gilman  . .   . . 

Calista  Worth 

Mabel  F.  Rose 

Melbourne  Whitmau  . 

Allan  Mcintosh 

Samphard  Egan 

Stanley  Leonard 

Maggie  Murray 

Janie  Hamilton 

May  Spencer 

Sadie  Douglas 

Cassie  Bill 

Mabel  Lamphier 

Janie  Stewart  ....... 

Minnie  Archibald  . .   . 

Ella  Pugsley 

Melissa  Osborne 

Tryphemia  Crowe  .... 


COUXTT. 


Pictou . 

Halifax 

it 

Hants 


i( 


Halifax 


(( 


(( 


Pictou 

Hants   

Halifax 

Hants   

Cape  Breton . . 

Anniipolis. .  . . 

Kings 

('olchester    . . 


(( 


(( 


«( 


Kings 

Hants 

Pictou 

Annapolis. .  . . 


(( 


Digby    

Pictou 

Yarmouth..  . . 
Inverness . . . . 
Yarmouth..  . . 
Annapolis.  .. . 
Cumberland . . 

Annapolis  .  . . 

Pictou 

Colchester 


K 


Hants . 
Kiii^s  . 
Halifax 


(( 


Cumberland... 

Halifax 

Colchester  .  . . 


».  a   . 

O  O  6A 


o.-^S 


c 

B 
B 

c 
c 

C 
C 
B 
C 
D 
D 
C 
C 
C 
C 
C 
D 
C 


C 

C 
B 
B 
C 
C 
C 
C 

c 

•     • 

D 
D 
D 
D 


I> 
D 

•  • 

D 
D 

•  • 

D 
C 
D 


8-3 
o  c  S 


B 

B 

• 

B 
B 

B 
B 

C 

• 

C 
B 
B 
B 
B 
C 
B 
B 
B 

B 

« 

B 
B 


B 
B 
D 
C 
C 
C 
C 
C 
C 
C 
C 


D 
C 
C 

c 


•^-? 


£ 


Sfe 

S  ae 


B 
O 


Fair. 


•  •    •   • 


•  •  •  •   • 


Good. 


.  & . . 


Good. 


Superior. 


Fair. 
Fair. 
Fair. 
Fair. 


CO.  a 

SB       O 


Good. 

Grood. 

Superior. 

Superior. 

Good. 

Good. 

Fair. 

Good. 

Good:. 

Fair. 

Fair. 

Good. 

Good. 

Good. 

Good. 

Fair. 

Fair. 

Fair. 

Fair. 

Fair. 

Good. 

Superior. 

Superior^ 

Good. 

Good. 


Superior.. 


Fair. 


Fair. 

Good. 

Fair. 

Fair. 

Fair. 

Fair. 

Good. 

Good. 

Good. 

Good. 

Fair. 

Fair. 

Good. 

Fair. 

Good. 

Fair. 

Fair. 


KOBHAL    SCHOOL^ 
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NORMAL    SCKOOL.— (Continued.) 


KjlMS. 


•  t  , 


•    «       *    ■ 


OomrTY. 


Glizab^tb  Bond  . 
Ida  Richardson  . 
Emma  Densmore 
Martha  Kirkpatrick  ... 

Agnes  Lane 

Libbie  Braden  . . . 

>Fane  Shaw 

Mary  Zwicker  . . . 
Louise  Kedy  . .  . 
Janie  B.  Cam^roa 

Mary  Ryan 

Eli7,abeth  Hebb  . . 
Maio  Newcomb  . . 
Joanna  McCart  . , 

Janie  Peers 

Emma  Archibald .... 

Helen  Olark 

Mary  J.  McCully . . . , 
^Emma  Burnett  .... 

Laura  Spencer 

F.  Ella  McCarthy  . . 
Isabella  McCiillv. .  . . 
Minnie  Hollensworth 

Annie  Best 

Bessie  Reid 

Annie  McDonald   . . 

Flora  Clarke 

Florrio  McLeod  .... 

May  Rettie 

Emma  Christie  .... 
Minnie  Turner  .... 

Mattie  Ford 

Lillie  Burgess 

Janie  McPherson   . . 

Ella  Simms 

Annie  McKenzie. .  . , 
Sarah  Mcltinnon. .  . . 

Ettie  McPhee , 

Eva  M.  Spicer 

Alice  Wallace 

Lois  A.  McDougall 
Hattie  Copeland  .... 

Eliza  Pugsley 

*Mary  Alice  Sinclair 
Mary  Mcintosh  .... 

*Sarah  Bruce , 

Cassie  Schurman . . . , 


Halifax . .  . 
Colchester 


» •  * 


Halifax . . 


4( 


Luncnbcirg 


ii 


Pictou  . .  . 

Colchester 

Lunenburg 

Kings.  . .  . 

Ci)lchester 

Cumberland 

Halifax. .  . 


u 


Colchester 


(( 


Cape  Breton 

Yarmouth 

Colchester 


(( 


Kinjjs.  . . . 
Colchester 


4i 
({ 
« 

(( 
ii 


Annapolis 
Kings.  . .  . 
Pictou  . .  . 
Yarmouth 
Inverness . 


C( 


Pictou  .  •  . 
Kings.  . . . 
Hants.  . . . 

•   •   • 

Cumberland 


(( 


Antigonish. 
Guysboro'  . 
Annapolis  . 
Cumberland 


o  "  ec 


C 
D 
D 
D 

•   • 

D 
D 
D 
D 


D 


D 
D 
D 
D 

•   « 

D 
D 


D 


D 
D 
D 
D 
D 

•  • 

D 
D 


D 
D 


•50 


c 
c 
c 
c 

C' 

c 

D 
C 
C 

C 

» 

•  • 

D 
C 

D 
C 
C 

C 
1) 

c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 

♦ 

c 


c 
c 
c 
c 
c 

D 

c 

« 
D 


Q  «  B 
S  OiB 

o^  a 
^     o 


Fair. 


.    •    a    •    . 


•     .    •     a    . 


Fair. 


•  •    •  •    • 


^  S  B 


Gt)od. 

Grood. 

Good. 

Fair. 

Fair. 

Good. 

Good. 

Good. 

Good. 

Fair. 

•  •   •   ■    • 

«   •    •   •    ■ 

Good. 

Fair. 

Good. 


Fair. 

Good. 

Good. 

•   •    •   •    • 

Fair. 

Good. 

Fair. 

Good* 

F«iir. 

Good. 

Good. 

Good, 

GoihI. 

Fair. 

Good. 

Good. 


Fair. 
Good. 

Good, 

Good. 

Fair. 

Good. 

Fair. 

Fair. 
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NORMAL    SCUOOL,— (Continued.) 


Namb. 


JeDnie  Hunter  .... 
Florence  Harvey .... 
•Alice  McDougall  . . 

Annie  Harvey 

Annie  Cummings   . . 
Eoxenia  Bamhill  . . 
Annie  Hamilton  .... 
Rachel  Pollock  .... 
Minnie  McLean  .... 

Alice  Waddell 

Isabel  Thompson .... 
Carrie  J.  Daniels. . . . 

A.  Cora  Eaton 

Emeline  Tattrie  .... 

Nellie  Fulton 

Lizzie  McLeod 

Lillie  McCurdy  . .  . , 
Joanna  A.  Dickie  . . 
Hannah  Kenty  .... 
Rebecca  McDonald . . 

Louise  Tupper 

Ada  Megeney 

Ida  C.  Hvnds  . ,  . . . . 

Maude  Rayne 

Howard  Kempton   . . 

Geo.  Fitch 

John  Chisholm  .... 

Kate  Pearce 

Charles  Ilsley 

Alex.  Archibald  . .  . . 
Sophia  McLeod  . .  . 
Estelle  E.  Scott  . .  . . 
Frederic  Bishop  . .  . . 
Earnest  F.  Hall  . .  . . 

Joseph  Frame 

David  McKay 

Robert  Grant 

William  Marshall  . . 

Bella  Buckler 

Frances  Ca?T)pbell  . . 
Henrietta  McDonald 
Marv  Yuill  Christie 

Mabel  Young 

Marv  Belle  Grant  . . 

Clara  McPhie 

Emily  Percy 

Bessie  Henderson  . . 


CbUHTT. 


Hants. 


i( 


(( 


(( 


Colchester 


Halifax .... 
Annapolis  . 
Colchester . 
Pictou  . .  . . 
Colchester 


« 


(( 


Hants  .... 
Guysboro* . 
Colchester , 
Cumberland 
Colchester 

Annapolis  . 

Kings 

Cumberland 


it 


Annapolis  . 
Colchester 

Hants  . .  . . 
Annapolis  . 
Kings  . .  . . 
Colchester . 
Pictou  . .  . . 


(( 


Annapolis  . 
Colchester  . 
N.  Brunswick 
Pictou  .... 
Colchester  . 
Pictou  .... 


(( 


Kings    . . . . 
Colchester  . 


^  o  tc 

HI 


D 
D 

•  • 

D 


D 
D 


D 

•  • 

D 
D 
D 


D 


D 


D 
D 


•ao 


c 
c 

c 

c 

» 


D 
D 
C 

D 

« 

C 

» 

c 

c 
c 
c 
c 

•    • 

c 

D 

c 

« 

c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 

D 
C 
C 

D 


D 
D 
D 

• . 
D 


o  ■!  a 

•54S 

JO       o 


«    ■    •    • 


•    •     •    • 


•    •    •    •   • 


•     •    •    •    • 


•     •    •    •    • 


Fair. 


Fair. 


•3-2- 
E32 


Good. 
Good. 
Fair. 

•  •   «  •   •  I 

Fair. 
Fair. 


Fair. 

Fair. 

Fair. 

Good. 

Fair. 

•  •   ■  •  I 

Good. 

• .  •  • 
Good- 


Good. 

Good, 

Good. 

Fair. 

Fair. 

Good. 

Fair. 

Fair. 

•  •   •  «   • 

Fair. 

Fair. 

Good. 

Good. 

Good. 

Fair. 

Fair. 

Fair. 

•  ••••< 

Fair. 

FkirV 

Good. 

Fair. 

Fair. 

Fair. 

Fair. 

Fair. 

Fair. 
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NORMAL  SCHOOL,— (^(7(m*tnti«?.; 


Nams. 

OOUITTT. 

•si 

entering. 

Grade 
of  Lioenie 
obtained. 

Dlploina 
on  oitaring. 

Normal  8oh*l 

lyiploma 
obtained. 

ie  Campbell 

Victoria 

D 

Fair. 

IVf cDonald 

Richmond  .  . . 

•          • . 

Fair. 

ie  Dickie 

Colchester. . . . 

.                            a    • 

Fair. 

)  Burnej 

Annapolis. . . . 

D 

Fwr. 

Fader 

Halifax 

Cumberland . . 
Colchester . . . 

D 

•                                        •     • 

D 

Fair. 

Pettis 

Fair. 

trine  L.  McLean . . 

Fair. 

let  Probert 

.                            .    a 

Fair. 

r  Lloyd  Bayley  . . . 

Jamaica 

• 

...» 

%m  D*Entremont . . 

Yarmouth .  . . 

D 

Fwr. 

ba  Surette 

•                                       •     • 

Fair. 

Ie  Richard 

•     a    • 

D 

Fair. 

;ie  Lindsay 

Colchester  .  • . 

.                   .  • 

Fair. 

.  Ellis  Reid 

Pictou 

a                            .    • 

Sair. 

Johnston    

Colchester  . . . 

•                            .    • 

Fair.. 

McNutt 

•c 

.                            a    . 

.... 

n  Hatfield 

Cumberland . . 

•                            •    • 

Fair. 

b1  Shaw 

Pictou 

D 

Fair. 

es  Irving 

nee  Mcfiougall.  . . 

Annapolis. .  . . 

•                                       •     • 

•••■■• 

Fair. 

Antigonish.  . . 

•                                       •     ■ 

•••••• 

.... 

Cuttle 

Colchester  .  . . 

D 

Fair. 

Fair. 

s  McDougall  .... 

Cumberland . . 

( 

3          C 

Good. 

Good. 

E.  King 

Colchester  . . . 

. . 

C 

Fair. 

Elderkin  

Hants   

c 

)           • 

Gbod. 

•  .  .  • 

i  W.  Byers 

Colchester  .  . . 

1 

>       c 

Good. 

.... 

1PttIXClPAL*d    EXroUT. 


The  students  of  the  third  (D)  class — that  is  the  so-called  Prepara* 
tory  Department— did  not  share  in  this  success.  Of  the  thirty 
applicants,  but  seventeen  obtained  a  license.  As  a  general  rule  the 
students  of  this  class  are  not  hopeful  in  the  interests  of  the  profession 
and  of  the  education  of  the  Province.  I  would  repeat  my  suggestion 
of  last  year,  that  this  department  be  discontinued. 

We  have  still  to  acknowledge  obligation  to  his  Excellency  the 
Governor-General  for  his  gift  or  medals  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the 
iFaculty.  One  silver  medal  and  one  bronze  medal  are  given  to  the 
Normal  School,  and  one  silver  medal  and  two  bronze  medals  to  the 
Model  School.  The  competition  in  the  Normal  School  was  directed 
to  the  writing  of  an  essay  on  the  French  educationist,  Jacotot 
Several  competitors  entered  the  field,  of  whom  Miss  Mary  T.  Moseley, 
of  Halifax,  obtained  the  silver  medal,  and  Miss  Matilda  Cunningham, 
of  HalifaX)  the  bronze  medal.  Several  very  creditable  essays  on  the 
Histo:y  of  Education  in  Truro  Were  written  by  pupils  of  the  Model 
School.  The  silver  medal  was  awarded  to  Miss  Agnes  MacKay,  one 
bronze  medal  to  Miss  Beatrice  Blanchard,  and  one  to  Miss  Mac* 
Donald. 

It  has  occurred  to  tne  that  a  few  notes  on  the  history  and  general 
character  of  the  Normal  School  may  be  of  some  public  interesi 

The  Act  to  establish  such  an  institution  for  the  training  of  teachers 
for  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia — -introduced  bv  Hon.  Samuel  Creel- 
inan,then  Financial  Secretary — passed  the  Legislature  in  March,  1854. 
The  Rev.  Alexander  Forrester  was  appointed  principal  of  the  school, 
Charles  D.  Randall,  teacher  of  English,  and  Wm.  R.  Mulholland, 
teacher  of  Mathematics.  Under  this  staff,  and  with  an  enrollment  of 
53  students,  the  Institution  was  opened  in  November,  1855»  It  has, 
accordingly,  now  completed  three  decades  of  its  history. 

The  Model  School  was  opened  a  year  and  a  half  later— 'in  June, 
1857 — and  comprised  three  departments,  High  School,  Intermediate 
and  Primary,  under  the  management  of  John  B.  Calkin,  Joseph  H 
Webster,  and  Sophia  Christie,  respectively.  Dr.  Forrester,  as  Prin* 
cipal  of  the  Normal  and  Model  Schools,  had  full  control  of  this 
Institution. 

Keeping  progress  with  the  growth  of  the  town  of  Truro,  the  Model 
School  has  gradually  increased  until  it  now  has  twelve  distinct  depart* 
ments,  including  nine  grades  and  about  one  thousand  pupils.  Three 
of  the  departments  are  duplicates  of  the  lower  grades  and  are 
situated  in  the  eastern  and  western  extremities  of  the  town.  Two 
teachers  are  employed  in  the  High  School  department,  making  in  all 
thirteen  teachers.  As  stated  above,  the  Model  School  was  originally 
controlled  by  the  Principal  of  the  Normal  School.  Since  the  in- 
troduction of  the  free  school  system  in  18G5,  the  Institution  has 
been  under  the  joint  control  of  the  Principal  of  the  Normal  School 
and  the  local  authorities  of  the  town  of  Trura 


priscipal's  beport. 


Until  recently  the  Model  School  comprised  ten  grades.  As  the 
greater  part  of  the  work  done  in  grade  nine  was  within  the  prescribed 
course  for  high  schools,  it  has  been  thought  advisable  to  combine  this 
department  with  the  High  School. 

The  leading  educational  principles  propounded  by  Dr.  Forrester 
were  such  as  still  find  a  prominent  place  in  the  creed  of  the  most 
4idvanced  disciples  of  the  New  Education.  The  following  may  be 
taken  as  examples  : — 

The  child  is  a  complex  being,  possessing  a  physical,  an  intelhctual 
and  a  moral  nature,  and  his  vaHous  powers  are  mutually  depend- 
ent on  each  other. 

Education  consists  in  the  harmonious  development  of  all  the  parts 
of  this  complex  nature. 

Exercise  is  the  grand  law  of  development. 

The  following  quotation  from  a  circular  issued  by  Dr.  Forrester  in 
1862  will  give  an  idea  of  his  views  on  method. 

"  The  Educator,  whatever  the  branch  of  knowledge  he  imparts, 
must  be,  at  least,  as  much  concerned  a>>oi:jt  the  mode  of  dr>i)ir'  it,  as 
hfe  is  about  the  measure  or  extent  of  his  acquirements  regarding  it; 
more  anxious  to  make  the  children  go  through  the  exercises  them- 
selves, than  to  tell  them  how  to  do  them ;  or  to  do  these  exercises 
for  them ;  more  bent  to  make  the  subject  plain  and  intelligible  to 
the  most  stupid  in  the  class,  than  to  the  most  bright  and  talented  ; 
more  ambitious  to  deposit  in  their  minds  things,  realities,  ideas,  than 
he  is  to  obtain  from  them  the  most  accurate  and  lengthened  recita- 
tion of  technical  terms,  or  of  well-constructed  rules ;  more  intent  to 
awaken  within  their  bosoms  a  thirst  for  knowledge,  and  to  provide 
them  with  the  means  of  gratifying  it,  than  to  make  them  encyclo- 
paedias of  learning.'* 

Dr.  Forrester  attached  special  importance  to  the  moral  element  of 
the  system  which  he  adopted.  He  had  the  highest  confidence  in  the 
power  of  Scripture  lessons,  combined  with  proper  oversight  of  the 
children  in  the  play -ground,  to  influence  the  conduct  and  mould 
the  character  of  the  childi'en.  During  the  first  few  years  he  allowed 
no  coiporal  punishment  in  the  Model  School. 

"  In  matters  of  discipline,  embracing,  order,  diligence,  and  obedi- 
ence, every  means  must  be  employed  in  the  whole  external  and 
intellectual  management  of  the  school,  as  well  as  in  the  bearing  and 
example  of  the  teacher.  But  the  grand  characteristic  of  the  system 
is  moral  training,  in  contra-distinction  to  moral  instruction,  under 
the  guidance  and  control  of  love.  Vocal  music  and  physical  exercise 
should  be  intermingled  with  the  whole  business  of  the  school." 

Various  changes  in  the  teaching  stuff  of  the  Institution  have 
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occurred  at  different  times.  Dr.  Forrester  died  in  April,  1869,  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  whither  he  had  gone  for  medical  aid.  He  was 
succeeded  by  the  present  incumbent.  The  following  gentlemen  have 
successively  had  charge  of  the  English  department: — Charles  D. 
Randall,  A.  M. ;  Theodore  H.  Rand,  D.  C.  L. ;  J.  B.  Calkin,  A.  M.; 
John  A.  McCabe,  A.  M. ;  Charles  J.  Major ;  James  Christie,  A.  M. ; 
James  B.  Hall,  Ph.D. — Wm.  R.  Mulholland  was  in  the  autumn  of  1878 
succeeded  in  the  Mathematical  department  by  Frank  H.  Eaton,  A  M. 

During  the  thirteen  and  a  half  years  of  Dr.  Forrester  s  regime 
the  average  attendance  of  students  was  sixty-three;  during  the 
succeeding  eight  years,  (1869-1877),  the  average  was  eighty;  and 
during  the  last  eight  years,  (1877-1885),  it  has  been  one  hundred  and 
thirty-eight. 

For  several  years,  two  sessions  of  four  and  a  half  months  in  length, 
were  held  each  year,  one  commencing  in  May,  and  the  other  in 
November ;  the  present  arrangement  of  one  session  was  adopted  in 
1872,  the  first  long  session  being  that  of  1872-3. 

In  1876  the  Legislature  of  Nova  Scotia  passed  an  Act  providing 
for  the  erection  of  a  new  Normal  School  building  in  place  of  the  old 
building  erected  in  1854. 

This  building,  occupying  the  site  of  the  old  one,  was  completed  at 
a  cost  of  about  840,000,  and  was  opened  for  use  in  November,  1878. 
The  building  is  constructed  of  pressed  brick  with  freestone  finishings. 
The  main  building  has  a  frontage  of  98  feet  and  a  depth  of  56  feet 
The  wing  in  the  rear  is  48  feet  by  63  feet.  The  height  of  the  build- 
from  the  ground  to  the  roof  is  53  feet,  and  from  the  centre  of  the 
northern  front  rises  a  tower,  the  top  of  which  is  about  100  feet  from 
the  ground.  The  basement,  extending  under  the  whole  building,  is 
divided  into  several  rooms,  including  laboratory,  furnace  room,  and 
lavatories.  On  the  first  floor  are  the  principal's  office,  the  library, 
two  class  rooms,  and  cloak  rooms.  On  the  second  floor  is  a  large 
Assembly  Hall,  comprising  the  whole  wing,  (63  x  48  feet),  and  two 
class  rooms.  A  large  room  in  the  attic  is  devoted  to  the  museum. 
The  building  accommodates  conveniently  about  200  students. 

The  work  of  the  Normal  School  is  partly  academic  and  partly 
professional.  The  academic  or  scholastic  studies  may  be  divided  into 
three  groups  a^  follows  : — 

English.  Mathematics.  Science. 

Grammar.  Arithmetic.  Chemistry. 

Geography.  Geometry.  Physics. 

History.  Algebra.  Botany. 

Literature.  Practical  Mathematics.  Physiology. 

Elocution.  Book-keeping. 
Composition. 

Industrial  Drawing,  which  cannot  properly  be  included  in  any  one 
of  these  groups,  receives  a  large  measure  of  attention. 
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The  professional  course  is  both  theoretic  and  practical,  comprising 
Psychology,  History  of  Education,  Method,  School  Management,  and 
Model  School  Practice. 

The  following  are  the  text-books  used : — 

Mackinlay's  English  Grammar,  Calkin's  Geography,  Mackinlay** 
Outlines  of  British  History,  Swinton's  Outlines  of  the  World's  His- 
tory, Calkin's  History  of  British  America,  Dalgleish's  Composition, 
Stopford  Brook's  English  Literature,  Hamblin  Smith's  Arithmetic, 
Hamblin  Smith's  Geometry,  Todhunter's  Algebra,  Eaton's  Practical 
Mathematics,  Mackinlay's  Elementary  Book-keeping,  Steele's  Chem- 
istry, Balfour  Stewart's  Physics,  Huxley  &  Youraan's  Physiology> 
Gray's  How  Plants  Grow,  Tanner's  Primer  of  Agriculture. 

The  theoretic  part  of  the  professional  course  is  conducted  chiefly 
by  lectures,  the  students  oeing  required  to  take  copious  notes. 
Although  text-books  are  not  used  in  class,  various  works  on  the 
different  subjects  are  suggested  for  reference,  as  Sully's  Outlines  of 
Psychology,  Carpenter's  Mental  Physiology,  Payne's  Lectures  on  Edu- 
cation, Landon's  School  Management,  Baldwin's  School  Management, 
Compayre's   History  of  Pedagogy,  Quick's  Educational  Reformers. 

Acting  on  the  principle  that  one  can  learn  to  do  only  bv  doing,  we 
subject  our  students  to  practical  training  in  the  art  of  teaching,  bring- 
ing|in  classes  from  the  Model  School  for  this  purpose.  While  one 
student  is  teaching,  others  of  his  class  are  observing  and  taking  notes. 
The  teaching  is  done  in  the  presence  of  a  member  of  the  faculty,  who, 
at  the  close  of  the  lesson,  calls  upon  the  observers  to  criticise  it,  and 
then  concludes  the  exercise  by  stating  his  own  views  of  the  character 
of  the  work  done.  Each  student  teaches  twice,  or  oftener,  under 
the  supervision  of  each  member  of  the  faculty,  having  a  different 
subject  and  grade  of  pupils  each  time,  so  as  to  secure  as  much  variety 
as  possible. 

The  following  are  the  present  Regulations  of  the  Council  of  Public 
Instruction,  relating  to  the  management  of  the  Institution  : — 

1.  The  Annual  Session  shall  commence  on  the  first  Wednesday 
of  November  and  close  on  the  first  Tuesday  after  the  8th  of  July. 

2.  Except  in  the  case  of  students  of  a  previous  session,  who  may 
be  admitted  at  any  time,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Faculty,  applicants 
will  be  admitted  to  the  Institution  only  at  the  beginning  of  th& 
session. 

3.  Applicants  for  admission  to  the  First  Class  shall  be  examined 
in  the  subjects  of  the  Syllabus  for  Second  Class  Provincial  licenses. 

Special  emphasis  will  be  laid  upon  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
Algebra,  as  in  Chapters  10, 11, 16, 18,  20,  22,  and  24;  and  of  Arith- 
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metic,  as  in  Chapters  20,  21,  22,  23,  24,  25.  and  26,  of  the  prescribed 
text  books  on  these  subjects. 

Candidates  who  already  hold  a  license  of  the  Second  Class  will  be 
examined  only  in  those  subjects  in  which  they  obtained  a  mark  of 
less  than  50,  as  shown  by  their  Memo. 

4.  Applicants  for  admission  to  the  Second  Class  shall  be  examined 
on  the  first  23  pages  of  the  prescribed  Geometiy,  in  addition  to  the 
subjects  of  the  Syllabus  for  Third  Class  license. 

• 

Those  who  already  hold  a  license  of  the  Third  Class  shall  be 
examined  on  the  above-named  23  pages  of  the  Geometry,  together 
with  those  subjects  in  which  they  have  obtained  a  mark  of  less 
than  50. 

5.  Applicants  will  be  admitted  to  the  third  Class  on  any  one  of 
the  following  conditions  : — 

fu) — If,  on  examination  in  Reading,  Spelling,  English  Grammar, 
and  Arithmetic,  they  shall  show  such  qualifications  as  to  give  reason- 
able assurance  of  completing  the  course  for  license  of  grade  D,  within 
the  prescribed  term  for  that  grade. 

(b) — If  at  a  previous  examination  for  lice»«e  they  have  made  m 
average  of  40  or  upwards  on  all^ubfects  of  grade  D  Syllabus,  not  in- 
cluding School  Management  and  Teaching,  or  of  40  in  Arithmetic 
and  Grammar  taken  together. 

« 

(c) — All  applicants  who  present  a  certificate  of  qualification  as 
specified  in  (a)  from  any  Inspector  of  Schools  in  the  province, 

6.  Applicants  for  admission  by  examination  must  present  them- 
selves on  Wednesday,  the  first  day  of  the  session ;  others  may  be 
admitted  at  any  time  not  later  than  the  following  Monday, 

7.  Applicants  shall  present  to  the  Principal  a  satisfactory  certifi- 
cate of  moral  character  and  age,  dated  within  three  months  of  the 
time  of  presentation,  and  they  shall  sign  a  declaration  of  intention 
to  teach  for  a  period  of  at  least  three  years  within  the  Province  ol 
Nova  Scotia, 

8.  Students  thus  declaring  their  intention  to  teach  within  the  Pro- 
vince will  receive  free  tuition ;  others  may  be  admitted  on  payment  of 
a  fee  of  $20.00  for  the  session. 

9.  With  the  exception  of  the  cases  provided  for  in  clause  10,  the 
term  of  study  for  the  First  and  Second  Classes  will  extend  throughout 
the  whole  session ;  the  term  for  the  Third  Class  will  end  about  the 
20th  of  April. 
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10.  Under  certain  conditions  herein  specified  students  may  com- 
plete the  professional  course  provided  for  the  Second  Class  in  six 
months. 

The  qualification  admitting  students  to  this  privilege  shall  be  any 
one  of  the  following  : — 

(a.) — The  possession  on  entering  the  institution  of  Provincial 
License  of  the  second  (G)  class. 

(h) — A  pass  average  (50)  on  non  professional  subjects  in  competition 
for  Provincial  License  of  the  second  (G)  class. 

(c.) — Such  general  scholarship  and  ability  as  in  the  judgment  of 
the  Faculty  may  justify  admission  to  this  distinction. 

11.  On  fulfilment  of  the  conditions  specified  in  the  By-laws  of 
the  Institution,  the  Normal  School  Diploma  will  be  awarded  to 
students  of  the  First  and  Second  Classes,  and  Professional  Certificates 
to  students  of  the  Third  Class. 

The  Diploma  shall  indicate  whether  the  holder  has  taken  the 
profossionnl  course  provided  for  the  First  Class,  or  that  provided 
for  ttie  Second  Class. 

Honorary  distinction  will  be  accorded  to  students  of  exceptional 
scholarship,  or  teaching  ability. 

12.  A  special  examination  for  Provincial  License  of  the  second 
(C)  and  the  third  {D)  classes  will  be  held  near  the  end  of  April, 
exclusively  for  such  students  as  may  then  be  qualified  according  to 

Erovisions  of  clauses  9,  10,  and  11,  to  receive  the  Normal  School 
diploma  or  Certificate. 

13.  The  Normal  School  Diploma  shall  be  a  valid  license  of  its 
class  (First,  Second,  or  Third)  from  the  date  of  its  issue  until  the  ena 
of  October  next  ensuing,  so  that  persons  holding  it  can  at  once  enter 
upon  engagements  to  teach,  and  enjoy  for  the  time  specified,  irre- 
spective of  the  result  of  the  examination  for  license,  all  the  privileges 
Accorded  to  teachers  of  the  corresponding  class. 

14.  Certificates  will  be  given  to  students  who  show  ability  to 
teach  Industrial  Drawing. 

15.  Students  who  from  any  satisfactory  cause  are  unable  to  make 
the  full  attendance  required  for  a  diploma  may  be  permitted  to. 
-complete  their  course  in  any  subsequent  year. 

16.  The  students  shall  lodge  and  board  at  such  houses   as   are- 
Approved  of  by  the  Principal.     Ladies  and  gentlemen  shall  not  be 
permitted  to  board  at  the  same  house. 
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Before  permitting  Students  to  board  at  any  house  the  Principal 
shall  assure  himself  by  personal  inspection  or  otherwise  as  to  the 
fitness  of  the  accommodation  to  give  physical  comfort,  to  allow 
undisturbed  study,  and  to  contribute  to  the  moral  welfare  of  the 
students;  and  he  shall,  from  time  to  time  throughout  the  session, 
visit  the  boarding  houses,  maintaining  such  oversight  as  may  be 
necessary  to  give  him  all  reasonable  assurance  that  good  order  and 
decorum  are  observed. 

17.  Persons  intending  to  apply  for  admission  to  the  Normal 
School  should  give  notice  of  the  same  to  the  Principal  at  least  one 
month  previous  to  the  commencement  of  the  session. 

18.  Travelling  expenses  at  the  rate  of  five  cents  per  mile,  to  and 
from  the  Institution,  will  be  paid  at  the  end  of  the  session,  to  all 
students  who  obtain  a  Diploma  or  certificate. 

Some  other  important  matters  might  very  properly  be  referred  to, 
but  I  fear  that  I  have  already  extended  this  report  to  an  unreason- 
able length. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Yours  respectfully, 

J.  B.  CALKIN, 

Principal. 
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Students  of  cNormal  Sel^ooL  1884-& 


^Students  whose  names  are  marked  thus  *  were  not  examined  for  License  at  close  of  session 


Kamk. 


Janie  Munroe 

Mary  J.  8proul 

Isabel  C  Cobb    

Emily  F.  Goudej 

Oertrude  L.  Ross  .     . . 

Lizzie  Hibbert 

Maggie  Creighton  . .  . . 

Marion  Park 

dassie  Davidson 

Mary  Moseley 

Joel  R.  Fritz 

J.  Willard  Litch 

Alex.  J.  McDonald . . . . 

John  Macintosh 

Fletcher  Mitchell 

Stewart  McPhie 

flarvey  Murray 

William  Creel  man  . ,  . . 
Charles  Mclntesh  .... 

John  E.  Savre 

Robert  Hoseason 

William  Harvey 

Jordan  Smith 

George  MoLeod 

Isabella  Smith 

Maggie  Moody 

Bertha  Ruggles 

Frances  Gray 

Ellen  A-  Carter 

Minnie  Kerr 

Cassie  Gray 

Mary  A.  McLeod, 

Augusta  Davison 

Sara  Creelman 

Annie  E.  Andersen .... 

Etta  J.Yuill 

Jeanie  Rettie   

Lily  E.  McColough 

Julia  Brown 


CaUKTT. 


Pictou  . .  . . 
Cumberland 
Yarmouth 


t» 


Hants   . . 
Yarmouth 
Pictou  . . 


(i 


Kings  . . 
Halifax. . 
Annapolis 


4« 


Inverness 


»( 


Kings  . . 
Inverness 
Colchester 

Pictou  . .  . 
Cumberland 
Annapelis 
Kings    . . 
Hants   . . 
Queens . . 
Jlali^. . 


i( 


Digby   .. 

Annapolis 

Cumberland 

Colchester 


(i 


i( 


Annapolis 
Colchester 


ii 


(t 


Hants   . . . . 


C 
C 
D 
C 
D 
C 
C 
C 
C 
C 
V 
C 
C 
D 
C 
C 


D 
€ 

C 
B 
C 
B 
D 

•  • 

C 

c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 

•  • 

c 
c 


c 

« 
« 

c 

B 

c 

« 

B 

« 

c 

B 
C 
C 

B 

« 

« 
« 

B 
B 
B 
B 
B 
B 


Grade 

of  Liceofie 

obtained. 

1 

1' 

as 

o 

Normal  Sch^ 

Diploma 
obtained. 

B 

w    • 

GFOOd. 

B 

Good. 

C 

Good. 

• 

Good. 

C 

Good. 

B 
B 

Superior. 
Good. 

• 

B 

Good. 

B 

Good. 

C 

Good. 

B 

Good. 

.... 


»    .    •    . 


Fair. 


Fair. 


Good. 
Good. 


Fair. 


Gt)od. 

•  •    •  •    •  • 

•  ••■«• 

•  ^   •   •    •  • 

Fair. 

Good. 

Fair. 

Fair. 
Good. 


Superior. 
Good. 
Good. 
Good. 


Superior. 
Good. 
Good. 
Superior. 


Good. 
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Namb. 


Millie  Gaioeron    

Isabel  Brodie   

Bessie  Warner 

Blanche  McLatchy  .... 

Annie  M.  Grant 

Annie  L.  Baver 

• 

Harriet  Hamilton  .... 
Hattie  L.  Flowers  .... 
A.  Matilda  Cunningham 
Sophia  M.  Fraser  . .  . 
Minnie  McCulIoch..  .. 
Ida  Hollowav 

• 

Mary  A.  S.  Holloway. . 
JSadie  M.  Wallace  .... 
Annie  M.  Matheson  . . 

Eva  L.  Hoed 

Maud  Filch 

Annie  Hislop 

Jeisio  M.  Hislop 

Emma  Franklin   

Lopliemia  Richardson. . 

Alice  M.  Fuller 

Martha  J.  Fuller 

Lilv  A.  Scott   

Elizabeth  H.  Stewart  . . 

Beriah  S.  Banks 

Guilford  Marshall  .... 
W^illiani  E'dridge  .... 

Jessie  McQueen 

Euiraa  A.  Gil  man  .... 

Calista  Worth 

Mabel  F.  Rose 

Melbourne  Whitmau  . . 

Allan  McLntosh 

Samp  hard  Egan 

Stanley  Leonard 

Majfgie  Murray 

Janic  Hamilton 

May  Spencer 

Sadie  Douglas 

Cassie  Bill 

Mabel  Lamphier 

Janie  Stewart 

Minnie  Archibald  . .   . 

Ella  Pug.sley 

Meli«isa  Osborne 

Tryphemia  Crowe 


r<M75TT. 


Pictou . 

Halifax 

ii 

Hants 

(( 

Halifax 

(( 

14 
«i 

Pictou 
Hants 

Halifax 

it 


Hants   

Gape  Breton . . 
Annapolis. .  .  . 

Kings 

(Jolch  ester    . . 


(i 


ii 


Kings 

ii 

Hants 

Pietou 

Annapolis. .  . . 


ii 


Digby    

Pictou 

Yarmouth. .  . . 
Inverness. .  . . 
Yarmouth. .  . . 
Annapolis.  .. . 

Cumberland . . 

i^ 

.   a 

Annapolis  .  . . 
Pictou 

Colchester 

ii 

. .  . . 

Hants 

Kings 

Halifax 


It 


Ii 


Cumberland... 

Halifax 

Colchester  ... 


o  o  ett 

^3" 


C 
B 
B 
C 
C 
C 
C 
B 
0 
D 
D 
C 
C 
C 
C 

c 

D 
C 


C 

C 
B 
B 
C 
C 
C 
C 
C 

■  • 

D 
D 
D 
D 


D 
D 

•  • 

D 
D 

■  • 

D 
C 
D 


o  c  S 

■2  8  = 


B 

B 

« 

B 

B 

« 

« 

B 
B 

C 

« 

C 
B 
B 
B 
B 
C 
B 
B 
B 

B 

« 

B 

« 

« 
B 


B 
B 
D 
C 
C 
C 
C 
C 
C 
C 

c 


D 
C 
0 

c 


e  ac 
£5* 


Fair. 

•  • « . .  • 
Good. 

Good. 
Superior. 


Fair. 
Fair. 
Fair. 
Fair. 


& 


Hi 


Good. 

Gt>od. 

Superior. 

Superior. 

Good. 

G^>od. 

Fair. 

(xood. 

Good. 

Fair. 

•  •    •  •    ■  • 

Fair. 

Good. 

Good. 

Good. 

Go.hI. 

Fair. 

Fair. 

Fair. 

rair. 

Fair. 


Good. 

Superior. 

Superior. 

Good. 


Superit)r. 


Fair. 


Fair. 

Good. 

Fair. 

Fair. 

Fair. 

Fair. 

Good. 

Good. 

Good. 

Good. 

Fair. 

Fair. 

Good. 

Fair. 

Good. 

Fair. 

Fair. 
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^tSSi 


TSlAUM. 


•  •  I 


Elizabitfth  Bond  . .  . 
Ida  Richardson  . .  . 
Emma  Densmore  . 
Martha  Kirkpatrick  . . . 

A^nes  Lane ,  . 

Libbie  Braden 

-Jane  Shaw »  . 

Mary  Zwieker 

Louise  Kedy , 

Janie  B.  Cameron  . .  . , 

Mary  Rvan 

Elizabeth  Hebb 

Maio  Newcorab , 

Joanna  McCart , 

Janie  Peers , 

Emma  Archibald 

Helen  Olark . , 

Mary  J.  McCully , 

^Emma  Burnett 

Laura  Spencer , 

F.  Ella  McCarthy  . .   . 

Isabella  McCidly , 

Minnie  Hollensworth  . , 

Annie  Best , 

Besiiie  Reid 

Annie  McDonald   .... 

Flora  Clarke 

Plorrio  McLeod 

May  Rettie 

Emma  Christie 

Minnie  Turner 

Mattie  Ford 

Lillie  Burgess 

Janie  McPherson   .... 

Ella  Simms 

Annie  McKenzie. ..... 

Sarah  Mcltinnon 

Ettie  McPhee 

Eva  M.  Spicer 

Alice  Wallace 

Lois  A.  McDougall . . . 

Hattie  Copeland 

Eliza  Pugsley 

*Mary  Alice  Sinclair  . . 

Mary  Mcintosh 

*Sarah  Bruce 

Oassie  Schurman 


OOUIITY. 


Halifax. . . 
Colchester 


(i 


«< 


<( 


Halifax . .  . 


«t 


Luncnbarg 


44 


Pictou  . .  . 

Colchester 

Lunenbarg 

Kings.  . .  . 

Colchester 

Cumberland 

Halifax . .  . 


ti 


Colchester 


44 


Cape  Breton 

Yarmouth 

Colchester 


44 


Kings.  . . . 
Colchester 


44 
44 
4i 
<4 
44 
i4 


Annapolis 
Kings.  . .  . 
Pictou  . .  . 
Yarmouth 
Inverness . 


ti 


Pictou  . ,  . 
Kings.  . . . 
Hants.  . . . 

44 

... 

Cumberland 


44 


Antigonish. 
Guysboro'  . 
Annapolis  . 
Cumberland 


C 
D 
D 
D 

•  • 

D 
D 
D 
D 


D 


D 
D 
D 
D 

•  • 

D 
D 


D 


D 
D 
D 
D 
D 

•   • 

D 
D 


D 
D 


s 


1 


•  B  w 

•286 

1»  ■is  "^ 


c 
c 
c 
c 

C' 

c 

D 
C 
C 
C 


D 

C 

« 

D 
C 

C 

« 

« 

c 

D 
C 
C 
C 
C 
C 
C 
C 

C 

« 

c 

« 
« 

c 
c 
c 
c 
c 

D 
C 

D 


la      to 

O  <S  B 


§« 


Fair. 


F 


air 


"5  n'O 

las 

5c      o 


Gbod. 

Grood. 

Good. 

Fair. 

Fair. 

Good. 

Good. 

Good. 

Good. 

Fair. 

«  •   •   •    • 

•   •    •   •    • 

Good. 

Fair. 

Good. 


Fair. 

Good. 

Good. 

Fair. 

Good. 

Fair. 

Good. 

Fmr. 

Good. 

Good. 

Good. 

Good. 

Fair. 

Good. 

Good. 


Fair. 
Good. 

Good. 

Good. 

Fair. 

Good. 

Fair. 

Fair. 
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NORMAL    SCHOOL.— (Con/tnu«i.) 


Name. 


■ « 


Jennie  Hunter  .... 
Florence  Harvev .... 
•Alice  McDougall  . . 

Annie  Harvey 

Annie  Cummings   . . 
Boxenia  Bamhill  . . 
Annie  Hamilton  .... 
Rachel  Pollock  .... 
Minnie  McLean  .... 

Alice  Waddell 

Isabel  Thompson .... 
Carrie  J.  Daniels . . . . 

A.  Cora  Eaton 

Emeline  Tattrie  . .  . . 

Nellie  Eulton 

Lizzie  McLeod 

Lillie  McCurdy  . .  . , 
Joanna  A.  Dickie  . . 
Hannah  Kenty  . .  . . 
Rebecca  INIcDonald . . 

Louise  Tupper 

Ada  Megeney 

Ida  C.  Hvnds 

Maude  Rayne 

Howard  Kempton 

Geo.  Fitch 

John  Chisholm  . .  . . 

Kate  Pearce 

Charles  Ilslev 

Alex.  Archibald  . .  . . 

Sophia  McLeod  . .  . 

Estelle  E.  Scott  . .  . , 

Frederic  Bishop  . .  . , 

Earnest  F.  Hall  . .  . 

Joseph  Frame , 

David  McKay 

Robert  Grant 

William  Marshall  . . 

Bella  Buckler  .    ... 

Frances  Campbell  . . 

Henrietta  McDonald 

Mary  Yuill  Christie 

Mabel  Young 

Marv  Belle  Grant  . . 

Clara  McPhie 

Emily  Percy 

Bessie  Henderson  . . 


.... 


Gbuimr. 


Hants. 


(( 


C( 


(i 


Colchester 


it 

(C 
C( 

u 


Halifax . . . . 
Annapolis  . 
Colchester . 
Pictou  . .  . . 
Colchester 


(( 


(( 


(( 


• .  •  • 


Hants  .... 
Guysboro' . 
Colchester , 
Cumberland 
Colchester 


(( 


Annapolis  . 

Kings 

Cumberland 


c« 


Annapolis  . 
Colchester 


C( 


Hants  . .  . . 
Annapolis  . 
Kings  . .  . . 
Colchester . 
Pictou  . .  . . 


(t 


Annapolis  . 
Colchester  . 
N.  Brunswick 
Pictou  .... 
Colchester  . 
Pictou  .... 


ii 


Kings    . . . 
Colchester 


•  . 


& 


®5  © 


D 
D 

•  • 

D 


D 
D 


D 

D 
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NORMAL  SOnOOL.— (Continued.) 
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APPENDIX    B. 


REPORTS  OF  INSPECTORS  OF  SCHOOLS. 


DISTRICT  No.  1.— CITY  AND  COUNTY  OF  HALIFAX. 

HiNKLE  Condon,  IiMpector. 

Sir,— 

The  year  just  closed  has  witnessed  what  must  be  of  special 
interest  to  all  who  feel  the  necessity  of  developing,  to  their  utmost, 
the  mental  resources  of  the  young.  We  refer  to  the  passing  of  the 
^*  Act  to  Encourage  Academic  Education."  The  opening  of  the  Hali- 
fax Hi^h  School,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  free 
to  all,  irrespective  of  sex,  who  prove  themselves  desirous  of  higher 
education,  may  be  said  to  mark  a  new  and  important  era  in  our 
educational  history. 

It  may  not,  therefore,  be  out  of  place,  at  this  time,  to  review, 
cursorily,  the  public  school  work  of  District  No.  1,  since  its  inception 
in  1864.  The  general  public  can  have  but  little  conception  or  the 
large  amount  of  work  done  at  the  commencement,  by  those  inter- 
ested in  education,  in  overcoming  inertia,  counteracting  opposition, 
and  awakening  a  wholesome  pulnic  sentiment  in  favor  of  the  new 
order  of  things ;  so  that  the  Sections  themselves  would  carry  out 
the  provisions  of  the  law  and  secure  school  privileges  for  their 
children.  This  is  emphatically  true  of  my  predecessors  in  office,  and 
of  those  gentlemen  wno  formed  the  Boards  of  Commissioners.  An 
important  part  of  their  business  was  to  lay  off  new  Sections  and 
define  their  boundaries,  which  was  a  task  often  very  disagreeable,  on 
account  of  the  obstructions  caused  by  prejudice  and  obstinacy.  They 
were  frequently  compelled  to  use  their  power  of  appointing  trustees, 
80  that  tne  educational  interests  of  the  Section  should  not  suffer 
from  the  indifference  of  a  selfish  majority.  Much  firmness  was 
required  on  their  part  in  demanding  the  provision  of  adequate 
school  accommodation,  and  in  condemning  unfit  buildings ;  in 
finally    settling    the  question  as  to  disputed  sites,  and  adjusting 
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the  claims  of  sections  in  regard  to  being  placed  on  the  poor  list 
The  names  of  many  of  these  gentlemen,  some  of  whom  have 
passed  away,  deserve  grateful  remembrance  for  the  public  spirit  they 
exhibited  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  which  often  called  for  no 
small  measure  of  skill,  tact  and  forbearance.  There  will  always  be 
a  certain  amount  of  opposition  whenever  any  educational  advance 
is  projected,  but  we  may  presume  that  no  reasonable  measure  will 
ever  meet  the  wide-spread  opposition  that  assailed  the  establishment 
of  our  public  school  system.  Ignorance  can  never  be  so  prevalent 
as  before  its  inception,  and  those  who  have  enjoyed  its  advantages 
will  be  anxious  to  see  them  continued  and  extended. 

Since  1864,  no  less  than  109  school-houses,  containing  127 
departments,  have  been  provided ;  of  these  71  have  been  built  since 
1872.  The  amount  of  money  voted  for  buildings  and  repairs,  as 
given  in  the  statistical  tables,  does  not,  by  any  means,  represent  the 
sum  expended  ;  for  example,  the  cost  of  3  of  the  5  houses  built  dar- 
ing the  past  year,  wfiis  met  by  subscription. 

Annual  meetings,  in  almost  every  section,  are  now  convened  as  a 
matter  of  course ;  the  supplies  are  voted,  and  school  business  trans- 
acted  with  far  less  friction  than  formerly  ;  for  mere  factious  opposi- 
tion has  largely  died  away.  Some  of  these  meetings  would  com- 
pare well  with  those  held  in  the  most  favored  localities,  in  the 
business-like  order  of  their  proceedings,  and  the  provision  made  for 
the  support  of  the  school.  The  Minutes  of  these  meetings  for  1885, 
transmitted  to  the  office,  in  many  instances,  were  perfect  as  records 
of  what  may  fairly  be  considered  the  most  important  business 
meeting  of  the  year  in  any  locality. 

In  spite  of  the  fact  that  remuneration  is  often  insufficient,  our 
teachers  are  steadily  improving.  An  increasing  number  of  them  are 
Normal  School  graduates;  others  go  up  every  year  to  onr  annual  ex- 
aminations in  order  to  obtain  a  higher  grade,  so  that  we  are  now 
supplied  with  several  excellent  female  teachers  holding  a  B  license. 
This  is  a  good  omen,  for  the  more  scholarship  possessed,  all  things 
being  equal,  the  more  efficient  the  teacher.  The  short  course  at  the 
Normal  School  for  teachers  has  proved  decidedly  beneficial.  The 
number  who  attend  our  conventions,  the  excellence  of  the  papers 
read,  and  the  general  tone  of  the  discussions,  all  denote  that  interest 
in  professional  work  which  is  an  element  of  success. 

In  common  with  the  rest  of  the  world,  we  are  becoming  alive  to 
the  necessity  of  a  scientific  training  of  the  senses,  and  the  power  of 
accurately  representing  the  results  of  observation.  As  yet  not  much 
has  been  done  in  this  direction;  but  a  wise  movement  towards  it  has 
been  made  wherever  the  course  of  study  is  adopted  in  good  faith.  At 
vigorous  prosecution  of  the  studies  therein  prescribed  will  soon  raise 
our  schools  to  a  higher  plane,  and  bring  them  in  line  with  advanced 
scholastic  ideas. 

Allow  me  now  to  submit  to  your  notice  the  direct  report  for  the 
school  year  ended  October  31st,  1885: 
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At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Coramissioners  for  the  Western 
District,  held  May  23rd,  a  petition  was  presented  from  the  ratepay- 
ers of  what  is  known  as  the  Grand  Desert  settlement  of  Chezzetcook, 
No.  65.  The  petitioners  stated  the  amount  of  ratable  property  in 
section  to  be  forty-five  thousand  dollars  ($45,000) ;  the  number  of 
children  between  5  and  15,  one  hundred.  The  petition  was  signed 
by  71  ratepayers,  and  accompanied  by  a  bond  for  $400,  as  a  pledge 
of  their  good  faith.  The  Board  was  assured  that,  if  they  would  form 
them  into  a  separate  section,  they,  the  ratepayers,  would  bind  them- 
selves to  have  completed  by  November  1st,  1885,  a  house  with  two 
departments^  the  same  to  be  finished  and  furnished  according  to  the 
directions  of  the  Inspector.  The  Commissioners  were  further  assured 
that  this  division  would  be  considered  equitable  and  just  by  the  rate- 
payers of  the  section  in  general.  The  Board  acceded  to  their  petition , 
■and  the  new  section  will  be  known  by  the  name  of  "Grand  Desert, 
No.  65^.*'  Two  teachers  have  been  engaged  for  the  coming  year — the 
Principal,  from  the  Normal  School  of  the  class  of  1885,  at  a  salary 
•of  $140  per  term,  anii  an  experienced  teacher  from  the  city,  at  $80. 

The  action  taken  by  the  inhabitants  of  Grand  Desert,  and  the 
voting  of  the  sum  of  $250  for  the  support  of  the  schools  for  the 
ensuing  year,  is,  to  my  own  mind,  a  very  convincing  proof  of  the 
increasing  sense  of  the  value  of  education  evinced  by  these  people. 

Blind  Bay  has  again  been  restored  to  its  original  boundaries,  and 
the  new  section,  which  will  henceforth  be  known  as  Bayside,  has 
now  a  neat  and  well  furnished  house. 

District  Na  1,  as  now  divided,  contains  131  sections. 

Lower  Sackville  has  been  fortunate  in  the  purchase  of  a  new 
house,  which,  at  a  small  outlay,  has  been  converted  into  a  school 
liouse  suitable  to  the  needs  of  the  section. 

These  houses  have  all  been  built  by  subscription,  and  not  a  dollar 
of  their  cost  appears  in  the  statistical  tables. 

Pope's  Harbor  is  also  supplied  with  a  new  house. 

Dartmouth  has  erected  another  house,  with  two  departments,  at  a 
tetri  cost  of  $2760. 

For  Building $1871  00 

"     Grounds 600  00 

"'    Desks 289  00 

Great  care  has  been  taken  in  the  sanitary  arrangements  of  these 
rooms,  especially  in  regard  to  ventilation.  The  desks  were  manu- 
factured by  Mr.  Misener  of  Dartmouth.  Arrangements  have  been 
made  for  opening  a  school  near  the  suga^r  refinery,  which  will,  for  a 
few  weeks^  be  kept  in  a  large  room  of  a  private  house. 
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Tabulated,  we  have  for  1885 — 

New  sections  formed,  2. 

"    houses,  6 — with  7  departments. 

Winter  Term.  StJHMER  Terk. 

No.  Schools  in  session. ...       114r    No  Schools  in  session. . . ,      122 

Pupils  Registered. . . .  r  • . .     4968^    Pupils  Registered 531& 

Grand  Total  Days 316045    Grand  Total  Days^ 328371 

Total  number  of  different  pupils  during  the  year ^^.     653^ 

Classification  or  Teachers. 

Winter.  Summer. 

B.    C.    D.  B.    C.    D. 

Male 6      a      5  7  .  10      5 

Female 4    51     40  6     5&    41 

Candidates  for  Licenses. 

For  1884 96 

«     1885 110 

One  scarcely  knows  whether  to  feel  the  more  of  pride  or  r^^t  ai 
the  fact  that  several  of  our  best  female  teadiers  have  been  taken 
from  us  to  fill  excellent  positions  in  the  schools  of  Newfoundland 
and  the  United  States,  with  salaries  ranging  from  $450  to  $840. 

In  reviewing  the  quality  of  the  work  done  from  year  to  year, 
especially  in  regard  to  the  indispensable  branches  of  Reading 
W  riting  and  Arithmetic,  the  remarks  made  cannot  be  of  a  parti- 
cularly striking  character.  More  attention  is  now  paid  to  drill  in 
articulation,  and  careful  analysis  of  the  lesson,  in  regard  to  meaning 
and  points  of  geographical  and  historical  interest  connected  with  it 
The  comparative  excellence  of  this  exercise  largely  depends  upon  the 
ability  of  the  teacher. 

The  fine  map  of  the  Dominion  is  in  several  of  the  schools,  and  has 
given  an  impetus  to  the  studv  of  Canadian  History  and  Gleography, 
as  the  following  figures  testify. 

1884 608 

1885 -1084 

This  is  well,  for  a  love  of  country  must  be  founded  on  a  knowledge 
of  its  resources,  and  those  historical  incidents  that  appeal  to  the 
imaorination. 


'o 


Drawing  is  taught  very  well  by  some  of  our  teachers  who  have 
taken  interest  enough  in  it  to  prepare  themselves  to  follow  the 
instructions  of  Walter  Smith's  Manual.  Allow  me  to  suggest  that 
until  Drawing  takes  its  place  among  other  subjects  in  our  examin- 
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ation  papers,  and  our  teachers  understand  that  they  are  to  give  Draw- 
ing its  share  in  their  time  table  along  with  other  studies,  our  progress 
in  this  Art  will  not  prove  satisfactory.  Probably,  before  long,  our 
system  will  need  to  give  Industrial  training,  in  which  case,  no 
preparation  for  it  could  be  more  effective  than  drawing.  It  is  now 
recognized,  in  other  countries,  that  the  "  language  of  the  eye,"  made 
visible  by  the  pencil  or  pen,  should  proceed  simultaneously  with 
writing,  and  that  the  management  of  the  school  which  does  not  pro- 
vide for  this  is  incomplete  and  defective. 

Instruction  in  the  elements  of  Physiology  "has  been  imparted  in  a  few 
schools.  It  would  be  well  if  the  "Temperance  Lesson  Book"  could  be 
placed,  not  only  in  the  city  schools,  but  also  in  every  school  in  the 
rrovince.  It  is  divided  into  short  sections,  and  is  so  interesting  that 
it  mig)\t  be  used  with  advantage  as  a  Reader  hj  advanced  classes ;  to 
the  main  body  of  the  school  the  substance  oould  be  given  in  oral 
lessons.  The  great  diflBiculty  with  any  unaccustomed  subject  is  in  mak- 
ing a  beginning^,  and  we  must  therefore  look  first  to  those  who  have 
attended  the  Normal  School  for  good  work,  in  new  directions. 
Some  of  our  teachers  endeavour  to  follow  the  Course  of  Study 
closely,  and  find  its  guidance -of  great  service;  others  follow  it  from 
afar  off,  either  from  indolence  or  timidity.  Those  who,  although 
timid,  desire  to  do  their  duty,  with  a  little  direction  and  upon  a  closer 
study,  find  their  fears  dispelled,  and  gradually  work  into  it  with  good 
results. 

Allow  me  here  to  remark  that,  as  in  many  sections,  schools  could 
not  exist  without  verv  substantial  help  from  the  County  Fmnd;  it 
should,  therefore,  be  thoroughly  understood  that  whatever  diminishes 
the  County  Fund  cripples  the  County  Schools. 

A  very  interesting  Industrial  Exhibition  will  be  held  in  connection 
with  the  Dartmouth  schools  during  the  Christmas  holidays.  It  will 
consist  of  work,  useful  and  ornamental,  done  solely  by  the  scholars. 
A  prize  fund  of  over  $150  has  been  raised.  There  will  be  six  hun- 
dred exhibitors,  and  several  thousand  exhibits.  The  articles  made 
will  comprise  specimens  in  wood,  metals,  wool,  cardboard,  straw,  wax, 
etc.;  drawing,  paintiuGr  and  applied  ornament  of  various  kinds. 
Prizes,  amounting  to  S5.50,  are  offered  for  cooking.  Bread,  white 
end  brown,  heads  the  list,  which  finishes  with  sponge-cake  and 
molasses  candy.  Those  interested  will  issue  a  printed  sheet,  explain- 
ing the  affair  and  giving  it  publicity.  Certainly,  the  people  of  Dart- 
mouth deserve  commendation  for  their  enterprise. 

City  Schools, — It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  a  great  organiza- 
tion like  our  Public  School  system  requires  time,  in  order  that  it  may 
become  the  object  of  intelligent  criticism.  The  more  thoroughly  it 
can  be  kept  before  the  public  the  better  for  its  interests.  Teachers 
who  are  doing  their  work  well  will  invite  scrutiny,  as  they  have 
everything  to  gain  from  publicity.  The  re-arrangement  of  the  teachers 
has  led  to  greater  eflSciency,  as  those  who  know  can  testify.  Some- 
times a  telpher,  peculiarly  adapted  to  primary  work,  is  found  out  of 
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place  in  a  higher  department;  and,  similarly,  one  admirably  adapted 
to  some  particular  grade  equally  ill-placed  in  a  Primary  school,  to 
the  detriment  of  both  teacher  and  pupils.  The  necessary  changes, 
made  from  time  to  time,  have  been  carefully  considered,  and  will  be 
advantageous  to  all.  If  the  great  value  of  a  good  Primar3^  teacher 
were  more  freely  acknowledged,  it  would  not  be  considered  deroga- 
tory to  professional  dignity,  as  it  often  is,  to  be  transferred  from  a 
higher  grade  to  that  department. 

I  have  spent  the  usual  time  allotted  to  the  City  Schools,  but  my 
Keport,  handed  in  monthly,  precludes  the  nece5«}ity  of  further 
minute  details.  I  cannot,  however,  refrain,  although  at  the  risk  of 
repetition,  from  expressing  my  personal  satisfaction  at  the  opening 
of  a  Free  High  School  in  the  City  of  Halifax.  It  is  certainly  a 
matter  of  congratulation  to  those  who  know  how  to  work  and 
wait.  This  year  thus  sees  the  last  barrier  to  Academic  education 
removed,  by  the  admission  of  girls.  The  advanced  work  done  so 
faithfully  by  Miss  Miller  and  Miss  Mackintosh  in  Brunswick  Street 
School  has  largely  contributed  to  this  result.  So  many  of  these 
girls,  eager  for  knowledge,  availing  themselvea  of  this  new  privilege, 
will  become  teachers  that  the  wider  scholarship  and  finer  training 
of  the  High  School  will  make  its  influence  a  leavening  force  in  our 
Schools,  both  in  the  City  and  County.  The  increased  efficiency  of 
our  Female  Teachers  alone,  will  soon  repay  the  cost  of  their  instruc- 
tion many  times  over.  But  we  make  a  great  mistake  when  we  insist 
upon  a  tangible  return  in  dollars  and  cents  from  our  educational 
expenditure.  The  results  are  too  subtle  and  far-reaching  for  financial 
calculation.  If  our  wealthy  citizens  will  be  loyal  to  it,  and  allow  their 
own  children  to  enter  its  classes,  and  complete-  the  Course,  instead  of 
sending  them  away  from  home,  the  benefits  flowing  from  it  will  be 
incalculable,  not  only  in  giving  it  tone  and  prestige,  and  securing  a 
more  liberal  financial  support,  but,  best  of  all,  in  producing  educated 
citizens,  in  full  sympathy  with  their  native  land  and  its  institutions. 

Kespectfully  submitted, 

H.  CONDOK 
David  Allison,  Esq.,  LL.  D., 

Superintendent  of  EdvbCdtion. 
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DISTRICT  No.  2.— LUNENBURG  AND  QUEENS. 
Thomas  R  Pattillo,  Inspector. 


The  following  report  of  educational  work  in  this  District,  No. 
2,  Counties  of  Lunenburg  and  Queens,  for  the  year  ending  October 
31, 1885,  is  respectfully  submitted. 

It  affords  me  very  great  pleasure  to  state  that  the  number  of 
schools  in  operation,  the  enrolled  attendance  each  term,  the  number 
of  different  pupils,  and  the  grand  total  days' attendance,  ea:ce£(ie(2  those 
of  any  prevvms  year. 

For  the  gratification  of  the  ratepayers  in  these  counties,  that  have 
not  the  privilege  of  reading  your  general  report,  and  examining  the 
statistics  therein,  I  have  placed  nere  more  of  the  items  than  usual, 
in  which  they  are  specially  interested. 

WiNTEB  Term,  1885. 
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Lunenburg  had  7200  different  pupils  enrolled  during  the  year,  ot 
1  in  3.9  population,  18SL  And  only  two  sections  without  w^ool 
any  part  of  year. 

Queens  had  2535  different  pupils  enrolled  during  the  year,  or  1  in 
4.1,  population,  1881.  And  but  one  section  without  school  any  part 
of  year. 

Average  Ahhual  Salaries  feom  Sections. 

Lunenburg;  — Males,  B  — «256.00;  0— $159.34;  D  — $111.70. 
reinalefl,B  — $160.00;  0  — $132.36;  D  — $110.69. 
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APPEHDIX    B. 


REPORTS  OF  INSPECTORS  OF  SCHOOLS. 


DISTRICT  No.  1.— CITY  AND  COUNTY  OF  HALIFAX. 

HiNKLE  Condon,  Inspector. 

Sir,— 

The  year  jusfc  closed  has  witnessed  what  must  be  of  special 
inteiest  to  all  who  feel  the  necessity  of  developing,  to  their  utmost, 
the  mental  resources  of  the  young.  We  refer  to  the  passing  of  the 
**  Act  to  Encourage  Academic  Education."  The  opening  of  the  Hali- 
fax High  School,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  free 
to  all,  irrespective  of  sex,  who  prove  themselves  desirous  of  higher 
education,  may  be  said  to  mark  a  new  and  important  era  in  our 
educational  history. 

It  may  not,  therefore,  be  out  of  place,  at  this  time,  to  review, 
cursorily,  the  public  school  work  of  District  No.  1,  since  its  inception 
in  1864.  The  j^eneral  public  can  have  but  little  conception  of  the 
large  amount  oi  work  done  at  the  commencement,  by  those  inter- 
ested in  education,  in  overcoming  inertia,  counteractmg  opposition, 
and  awakening  a  wholesome  public  sentiment  in  favor  of  the  new 
order  of  things ;  so  that  the  Sections  themselves  would  carry  out 
the  provisions  of  the  law  and  secure  school  privileges  for  their 
children.  This  is  emphatically  true  of  my  predecessors  in  office,  and 
of  those  gentlemen  who  formed  the  Boards  of  Commissioners.  An 
important  part  of  their  business  was  to  lay  off  new  Sections  and 
denne  their  boundaries,  which  was  a  task  often  very  disagreeable,  on 
account  of  the  obstructions  caused  by  prejudice  ana  obstinacy.  They 
-were  frequently  compelled  to  use  their  power  of  appointing  trustees, 
80  that  the  educational  interests  of  the  Section  should  not  suffer 
from  the  indifference  of  a  selfish  majority.  Much  firmness  was 
required  on  their  part  in  demanding  the  provision  of  adequate 
school  accommodation,  and  in  condemning  unfit  buildings ;  in 
finally    settling    the  question  as  to  disputed  sites,  and  adjusting 
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the  claims  of  sections  in  regard  to  being  placed  on  the  poor  list 
The  names  of  many  of  these  gentlemen,  some  of  whom  have 
passed  away,  deserve  grateful  remembrance  for  the  public  spirit  they 
exhibited  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  which  often  called  for  no 
small  measure  of  skill,  tact  and  forbearance.  There  will  always  be 
a  certain  amount  of  opposition  whenever  any  educational  advance 
is  projected,  but  we  may  presume  that  no  reasonable  measure  ¥rill 
ever  meet  the  wide-spread  opposition  that  assailed  the  establishment 
of  our  public  school  system.  Ignorance  can  never  be  so  prevalent 
as  before  its  inception,  and  those  who  have  enjoyed  its  advantages 
will  be  anxious  to  see  them  continued  and  extended. 

Since  1864,  no  less  than  109  school-houses,  containing  127 
departments,  have  been  provided ;  of  these  71  have  been  built  since 
1872.  The  amount  of  money  voted  for  buildings  and  repairs,  as 
given  in  the  statistical  tables,  does  not,  by  any  means,  represent  the 
sum  expended  ;  for  example,  the  cost  of  3  of  the  5  houses  built  dar- 
ing the  past  year,  was  met  by  subscription. 

Annual  meetings,  in  almost  every  section,  are  now  convened  as  a 
matter  of  course ;  the  supplies  are  voted,  and  school  business  trans- 
acted  with  far  less  friction  than  formerly  ;  for  mere  factious  opposi- 
tion has  largely  died  away.  Some  of  these  meetings  would  com- 
pare well  with  those  held  in  the  most  favored  localities,  in  the 
business-like  order  of  their  proceedings,  and  the  provision  made  for 
the  support  of  the  school.  The  Minutes  of  these  meetings  for  1885, 
transmitted  to  the  office,  in  many  instances,  were  perfect  as  records 
of  what  may  fairly  be  considered  the  most  important  business 
meeting  of  the  year  in  any  locality. 

In  spite  of  the  fact  that  remuneration  is  often  insufficient,  oar 
teachers  are  steadily  improving.  An  increasing  number  of  them  are 
Normal  School  graduates;  others  go  up  every  year  to  our  annual  ex- 
aminations in  order  to  obtain  a  higher  grade,  so  that  we  are  now 
supplied  with  several  excellent  female  teachers  holding  a  B  license. 
This  is  a  good  omen,  for  the  more  scholarship  possessed,  all  things 
being  equal,  the  more  efficient  the  teacher.  The  short  course  at  the 
Normal  School  for  teachers  has  proved  decidedly  beneficial.  The 
number  who  attend  our  conventions,  the  excellence  of  the  papers 
read,  and  the  general  tone  of  the  discussions,  all  denote  that  interest 
in  professional  work  which  is  an  element  of  success. 

In  common  with  the  rest  of  the  world,  we  are  becoming  alive  to 
the  necessity  of  a  scientific  training  of  the  senses,  and  the  power  of 
accurately  representing  the  results  of  observation.  As  yet  not  much 
has  been  done  in  this  direction;  but  a  wise  movement  towards  it  has 
been  made  wherever  the  course  of  study  is  adopted  in  good  faith.  A 
vigorous  prosecution  of  the  studies  therein  prescribed  will  soon  raise 
our  schools  to  a  higher  plane,  and  bring  them  in  line  with  advanced 
scholastic  ideas. 

Allow  me  now  to  submit  to  your  notice  the  direct  report  for  the 
school  year  ended  October  31st,  1885: 
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At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  for  the  Western 
District,  held  May  23rd,  a  petition  was  presented  from  the  ratepay- 
ers of  what  is  known  as  the  Grand  Desert  settlement  of  Chezzetcook, 
No.  65.  The  petitioners  stated  the  amount  of  ratable  property  in 
section  to  be  forty-five  thousand  dollars  ($45,000);  the  number  of 
children  between  5  and  15,  one  hundred.  The  petition  was  signed 
by  71  ratepayers,  and  accompanied  by  a  bond  for  $400,  as  a  pledge 
of  their  good  faith.  The  Board  was  assured  that,  if  they  would  form 
them  into  a  separate  section,  they,  the  ratepayers,  would  bind  them- 
selves to  have  completed  by  November  1st,  1885,  a  house  with  two 
departments^  the  same  to  be  finished  and  furnished  according  to  the 
directions  of  the  Inspector.  The  Commissioners  were  further  assured 
that  this  division  would  be  considered  equitable  and  just  by  the  rate- 
payers of  the  section  in  general.  The  Board  acceded  to  their  petition , 
«nd  the  new  section  will  be  known  by  the  name  of  "Grand  Desert, 
No.  65  J.'*  Two  teachers  have  been  engaged  for  the  coming  year — the 
Principal,  from  the  Normal  School  of  the  class  of  1885,  at  a  salary 
•of  $140  per  term,  ani  an  experienced  teacher  from  the  city,  at  $80. 

The  action  taken  by  the  inhabitants  of  Grand  Desert,  and  the 
voting  of  the  sum  of  $250  for  the  support  of  the  schools  for  the 
ensuing  year,  is,  to  my  own  mind,  a  very  convincing  proof  of  the 
increasing  sense  of  the  value  of  education  evinced  by  these  people. 

Blind  Bay  has  again  been  restored  to  its  original  boundaries,  and 
the  new  section,  which  will  henceforth  be  known  as  Bayside,  has 
now  a  neat  and  well  furnished  house. 

District  Na  1,  as  now  (Jivided,  contains  131  sections. 

Lower  Sackville  has  been  fortunate  in  the  purchase  of  a  new 
house,  which,  at  a  small  outlay,  has  been  converted  into  a  school 
house  suitable  to  the  needs  of  the  section. 

These  houses  have  all  been  built  by  subscription,  and  not  a  dollar 
of  their  cost  appears  in  the  statistical  tables. 

Pope's  Harbor  is  also  supplied  with  a  new  house. 

Dartmouth  has  erected  another  house,  with  two  departments,  at  a 
tetirl  cost  of  $2760. 

For  Building , , .  $1871  00 

"     Grounds 600  00 

"'    Desks 289  00 

Great  care  has  been  taken  in  the  sanitary  arrangements  of  these 
rooms,  especially  in  regard  to  ventilation.  The  desks  were  manu- 
factured by  Mr.  Misener  of  Dartmouth.  Arrangements  have  been 
made  for  opening  a  school  near  the  sugar  refinery,  which  will,  for  a 
few  weeks,  be  kept  in  a  large  room  of  a  private  house. 
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Tabulated,  we  have  for  1885 — 

New  sections  formed,  2. 

"     houses,  5— with  7  departments.^ 

Winter  Term.  Summer  TSerst. 

No.  Schools  in  sessi(Hi ....       114r    No  Schools  m  session . . .  ^      122 

Pupils  Registered. . . .  ^ . . .     4968^    Pupils  Registered 531& 

Grand  Total  Days 316045     Grand  Total  Day* 328371 

Total  number  oi  different  pupils  during  the  year » *  •     653S 

Classification  of  Teachers. 

Winter.  Summer. 

B.    C.    D.  B.    C.    D. 

Male 6      a      5  7  .  10      5 

Female 4     51     40  5     56     41 

Candidates  for  Licenses. 

For  1884 96 

"     1885 110 

One  scarcely  knows  whether  to  feel  the  more  of  pride  or  regret  at 
the  fact  that  several  of  our  best  female  teadiers  have  been  taken 
from  us  to  fill  excellent  positions  in  the  schools  of  Newfoundland 
and  the  United  States,  with  salaries  ranging  from  $450  to  S840. 

In  reviewing  the  quality  of  the  work  done  from  year  to  year, 
especially  in  regard  to  the  indispensable  branches  of  Reading, 
Writiug  and  Arithmetic,  the  remarks  made  cannot  be  of  a  parti- 
cularly striking  character.  More  attention  is  now  paid  to  dnil  in 
articulation,  and  careful  analysis  of  the  lesson,  in  regard  to  meaning 
and  points  of  geographical  and  historical  interest  connected  with  it 
The  comparative  excellence  of  this  exercise  largely  depends  upon  the 
ability  of  the  teacher. 

The  fine  map  of  the  Dominion  is  in  several  of  the  schools,  and  has 
given  an  impetus  to  the  studv  of  Canadian  History  and  Qeography, 
as  the  following  figures  testify. 

1884 608 

1885 .1084 

This  is  well,  for  a  love  of  country  must  be  founded  on  a  knowledge 
of  its  resources,  and  those  historical  incidents  that  appeal  to  the 
imagination. 

Drawing  is  taught  very  well  by  some  of  our  teachers  who  have 
taken  interest  enough  in  it  to  prepare  themselves  to  follow  the 
instructions  of  Walter  Smith's  Manual.  Allow  me  to  suggest  that 
until  Drawing  takes  its  place  among  other  subjects  in  our  examin- 
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:ation  papers,  and  our  teachers  understand  that  they  are  to  give  Draw- 
ing its  share  in  their  time  table  along  with  other  studies,  our  progress 
in  this  Art  will  not  prove  satisfactory.  Probably,  before  long,  our 
system  will  need  to  give  Industrial  training,  in  which  case,  no 
preparation  for  it  could  be  more  effective  than  drawing.  It  is  now 
recognized,  in  other  countries,  that  the  "  language  of  the  eye,"  made 
visible  by  the  pencil  or  pen,  should  proceed  simultaneously  with 
writing,  and  that  the  management  of  the  scho<»l  which  does  not  pro- 
vide for  this  is  incomplete  and  defective. 

Instruction  in  the  elementsof  Physiology  lias  been  imparted  in  a  few 
schools.  It  would  be  well  if  th«  "Temperance  Lesson  Book"  could  be 
placed,  not  only  in  the  city  schools,  but  also  in  every  school  in  the 
Province.  It  is  divided  into  short  sections,  and  is  so  interesting  that 
it  miglit  be  used  with  advantage  as  a  Reader  l^y  advanced  classes;  to 
the  main  body  of  the  school  the  substance  could  be  given  in  oral 
lessons.  The  great  difficulty  with  any  unaccustomed  subject  is  in  mak- 
ing a  beginniufif,  and  we  must  therefore  look  first  to  those  who  have 
Attended  the  Normal  School  for  good  work,  in  new  directions. 
Some  of  our  teachers  endeavour  to  follow  the  Course  of  Study 
closely,  and  find  its  guidance  of  great  service;  others  follow  it  from 
afar  off,  either  from  indolence  or  timidity.  Those  who,  although 
timid,  desire  to  do  their  duty,  with  a  little  direction  and  upon  a  closer 
■study,  find  their  fears  dispelled,  and  gradually  work  into  it  with  good 
tresulto. 

Allow  me  here  to  remark  that,  as  in  many  sections,  schools  could 
not  exist  without  very  substantial  help  from  the  County  Fmnd;  it 
should,  therefore,  be  thoroughly  understood  that  whatever  diminishes 
the  County  Fund  cripples  the  Comnty  Schools. 

A  very  interesting  Industrial  Exhibition  will  be  held  in  connection 
'with  the  Dartmouth  schools  during  the  Christmas  holidays.  It  will 
consist  of  work,  useful  and  ornamental,  done  solely  by  the  scholars. 
A  prize  fund  of  over  $150  has  been  raised.  There  will  be  six  hun- 
dred exhibitors,  and  several  thousand  exhibits.  The  articles  made 
-will  comprise  specimens  in  wood,  metals,  wool,  cardboard,  straw,  wax, 
etc.;  drawing,  painting  and  applied  ornament  of  various  kinds. 
Prizes,  amounting  to  $5.50,  are  offered  for  cooking.  Bread,  white 
and  brown,  heads  the  list,  which  finishes  with  sponge-cake  and 
molasses  candy.  Those  interested  will  issue  a  printed  sheet,  explain- 
ing the  affair  and  giving  it  publicity.  Certainly,  the  people  of  Dart- 
mouth deserve  commendation  for  their  enterprise. 

City  Schoolsi — It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  a  ^eat  organiza- 
tion like  our  Public  School  system  requires  time,  in  oraer  that  it  may 
l)ecome  the  object  of  intelligent  criticism.  The  more  thoroughly  it 
can  be  kept  before  the  public  the  better  for  its  interests.  Teachers 
who  are  doing  their  work  well  will  invite  scrutiny,  as  they  have 
everything  to  gain  from  publicity.  The  re-arrangement  of  the  teachers 
lias  led  to  greater  efficiency,  as  those  who  know  can  testify.  Some- 
times a  teacher,  peculiarly  adapted  to  primary  work,  is  found  out  of 
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place  in  a  higher  department;  and,  similarly,  one  admirably  adapted 
to  some  particular  grade  equally  ill-placed  in  a  Primary  school,  to 
the  detriment  of  both  teacher  and  pupils.  The  necessary  changes, 
made  from  time  to  time,  have  been  carefully  considered,  and  will  be 
advantageous  to  all.  If  the  great  value  of  a  good  Primary  teacher 
were  more  freely  acknowledged,  it  would  not  be  considered  deroga- 
tory to  professional  dignity,  as  it  often  is,  to  be  transferred  from  a 
higher  grade  to  that  department. 

I  have  spent  the  usual  time  allotted  to  the  City  Schools,  but  my 
Report,  handed  in  monthly,  precludes  the  necew^ity  of  further 
minute  details.  I  cannot,  however,  refrain,  although  at  the  risk  of 
repetition,  from  expressing  my  personal  satisfaction  at  the  opening 
of  a  Free  High  School  in  the  City  of  Halifax.  It  is  certainly  a 
matter  of  congratulation  to  those  who  know  how  to  work  and 
wait.  This  year  thus  sees  the  last  barrier  to  Academic  education 
removed,  by  the  admission  of  girls.  The  advanced  work  done  so 
faithfully  by  Miss  Miller  and  Miss  Mackintosh  in  Brunswick  Street 
School  has  largely  contributed  to  this  result.  So  many  of  these 
girls,  eager  for  knowledge,  availing  themselvea  of  this  new  privilege^ 
will  become  teachers  that  the  wider  scholarship  and  finer  training 
of  the  High  School  will  make  its  influence  a  leavening  force  in  our 
Schools,  both  in  the  City  and  County.  The  increased  eflficiency  of 
our  Female  Teachers  alone,  will  soon  repay  the  cost  of  their  instruc- 
tion many  times  over.  But  we  make  a  great  mistake  when  we  insist 
upon  a  tangible  return  in  dollars  and  cents  from  our  educational 
expenditure.  The  results  are  too  subtle  and  far-reaching  for  financial 
calculation.  If  our  wealthy  citizens  will  be  loyal  to  it,  and  allow  their 
own  children  to  enter  its  classes,  and  complete-  the  Course,  instead*  of 
sending  them  away  from  home,  the  benefits  flowing  from  it  will  be 
incalculable,  not  only  in  giving  it  tone  and  prestige,  and  securing  a 
more  liberal  financial  support,  but,  best  of  all,  in  producing  educated 
citizens,  in  full  sympathy  with  their  native  land  and  its  institutions. 

Itespectfully  submitted, 

H.  CONDOK 
David  Allison,  Esq.,  LL.  D., 

SuperinteTident  of  Education^ 
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DISTRICT  No.  2.— LUNENBURG  AND  QUEENS. 
Thomas  R  Pattillo,  Inepedor. 


The  following  report  of  educational  work  in  this  District,  No. 
2,  Counties  of  Lunenburg  and  Queens,  for  the  year  ending  October 
31,  1885,  is  respectfully  submitted. 

It  affords  me  very  great  pleasure  to  stat«  that  the  number  of 
schools  in  operation,  the  enrolled  attendance  each  term,  the  number 
of  different  pupils,  and  the  grand  total  days'attendauce,  exceedeij^^^>8e 
of  any  previous  year. 

For  the  gratification  of  the  ratepayers  in  these  counties,  that  have 
not  the  privilege  of  reading  your  general  report,  and  examining  the 
stati'^tics  therein,  I  have  placed  here  more  of  the  items  than  usual, 
in  wliich  tliey  are  specially  interested. 
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Lunenburg  had  7200  different  pupils  enrolled  during  the  year,  or 
1  in  3.9  population,  ISSL  And  only  two  sections  without  school 
any  part  of  year. 

Queens  had  2535  different  pupils  enrolled  during  the  year,  or  1  in 
4.1,  population,  1881.  And  but  one  section  without  school  any  part 
of  year. 

AVEKAOE  AnNUAX   SALARIES  FROM  SECTIONS. 

Lunenbui^;  — Males,  B  — 8256.00;  C— 8159.34;  D  — 8111.70. 
remakfl,B  — 8150.00;  0  —  8132.36;  D  — 8110.69. 
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Queens:— Males,  B— $266.66;  C— $190.00;  D— $108.00.  Females; 
C— $131.37 ;  D— $97.40. 

Comparing  the  above  with  those  of  1884  in  Ltmeuburg,  grades  C 
and  D,  males,  decreased  7  per  cent.,  and  D,  females,  increased  8 
per  cent. 

In  Queens,  grades  B  and  C,  males,  increased  5  per  cent ,  and  C 
and  D,  females,  decreased  slightly.  In  the  remaining  grades  there 
was  very  little  diflFerence. 

Continuing  the  comparison  with  1884  in  the  District,  the  other 
items  stand: — 12  schools  more  in  operation;  483  pupils  more  in 
attendance ;  13676  days  increase  in  grand  total — ^all  in  favor  of  1885. 

Lunenburg.  Amount  voted  at  Annual  Meetings,  1885,  $16,299, 
decrease  of  $1,301.  Amount  distributed  in  Sections  through  County 
Fund,  $8455.66,  same  as  1884.  Amount  Government  Grant  to 
Teachers,  $9907,  an  increase  of  $684. 

Queens.  Amount  voted  at  Annual  Meetings,  1885,  $5643,  increase 
of  $1959.  Amount  distributed  by  County  Fund,  $3113,  same  as  1884. 
Amount  Government  Grant  to  Teachers,  $4228.81,  an  increase 
of  $196. 

That  the  rate  of  progress  in  this  work  may  be  more  readily  seen, 
I  have  taken  the  following  data  from  the  Records  of  Lunenburg 
County,  covering  a  period  of  15  years.  As  I  have  not  the  necessary 
documents  for  Queens,  a  similiar  comparision  cannot  be  presented  now. 

Lunenburg  Cofntt. — Winter  Terms. 
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As  previously  stated  here,  7200  different  pupils  attended  school 
some  portion  of  the  year  in  this  (Lunenburg)  County,  upwards  of 
3000  more  than  in  1876,  and  990  more  than  in  1880.  While  the 
increase  in  numbers  in  Queens  has  not  been  as  marked,  on  account 
of  the  constant  drainage  by  emigration^  (the  census  of  1881  shewing 
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an  increase  of  only  23  in  ten  years),  a  more  general  interest  in  the 
school  work  is  noticeable. 

Progress  is  further  noticeable  in  the  enlarged  number  and  improved 
condition  of  school  houses,  outbuildings,  school  premises,  &c.  Forty 
school  houses  have  been  built  within  this  District  since  1880,  twenty- 
one  of  them  marking  the  first  organization  of  education  in  the 
sections  where  they  were  erected.  Five  new  buildings  are  now 
under  contract  and  will  be  completed  during  the  current  year. 
During  the  same  period, — the  last  five  years, — a  large  number  of 
houses  have  been  enlarged  and  extensively  repaired.  A  few  sections 
wishing  to  build  have  experienced  difficulty  m  obtaining  possession 
of  suitable  sites. 

The  full  influence  for  good  exerted  by  the  schools  of  the  District 
is  not  easily  estimated.  Not  only  have  one  hundred  and  forty-one, 
out  of  one  hundred  and  eighty-six  teachers  now  employed,  received 
therein  the  principal  part  of  their  training,   but  a  more  significant 

Eroof  of  the  value  of  their  operations  can  be  found  in  the  general 
enefits  conferred  on  all  classes  of  society.  Prominent  business  men 
and  public  officials  with  whom  I  have  conferred  on  the  subject,  bear 
pleasing  testimony  to  the  spread  of  popular  intelligence  in  later  years, 
through  the  operations  of  our  Free  School  System.  Evidence  to  the 
same  efiect  is  supplied  directly  to  mvself  in  the  increasing  ability  of 
trustees  to  discharge  efficiently  the  auties  of  their  office. 

By  referring  to  the  table  of  statistics,  it  will  be  observed  that 
of  83  schools  in  operation  in  1876,  winter  teim,  43  p.  c.  were  on 
the  poor  list,  and  received  special  aid,  while  in  the  corresponding 
term  of  1885  only  14  p.  c.  of  the  139  were  thus  helped.  In  the 
summer  term  of  1870,  36  p.  c  of  all  the  schools  received  the  poor 
section  aid,   and  in  the   same   term   of   1885   only   10  p.  c.     The 

i'udicious  change  made  in  the  law  in  1881,  by  which  all  sections 
lave  a  first  claim  on  the  County  Fund  in  proportion  to  number  of 
teachers  employed,  has  tended  mainly  to  produce  the  above  results. 
The  recommendation  in  your  report  of  1888,  now  the  law,  by  which 
weak  sections  (those  oniihe  poor  and  scattered  list)  were  granted  the 
privilege  of  employing  any  grade  of  teacher  without  detriment  to 
their  participation  in  the  county  fund,  was  an  excellent  one.  By  its 
application  these  sections  have  become  more  independent,  and  a 
greater  interest  in  their  schools  has  been  awakened.  It  is  to  be 
regretted  that  the  remaining  suggestions  in  that  report  (equobUy 
important)  were  not  also  accepted,  and  incorporated  m  the  law,  as 
refo7^i8  would  have  been  introduced  into  the  system,  which  are  very 
greatly  needed. 

The  Course  of  Study  has  been  followed  in  mast  of  the  graded  and 
in  many  of  the  miscellaneous  schools,  in  the  ordinary  branches,  and 
considerable  attention  given  to  the  lessons  in  industrial  drawing, 
with  pleasing  results,  but  those  on  "  Nature"  have  been  mostly  over- 
looked, principally  through  the  ivant  of  the  aids,  which  the  trustees 
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neglected  to  supply.  Until  some  power  is  given  the  Inspectors  to 
furnish  the  necessary  apparatus,  which  the  officials  refuse  or  neglect 
to  obtain,  the  schools  cannot  reach  the  standard  the  outlay  in  other 
directions  warrants. 

The  higher  course  made  imperative  in  the  schools  for  which  it  was 
designed,  coupled  with  the  examination  of  all  seeking  admission  to 
them,  has  already  given  those  institutions  a  status  not  previously 
held.  The  apparatus  required  to  work  them  successfully  and  make 
them  efficient  will  be  supplied,  irrespective  of  the  cost,  on  account  of 
the  penalty  attached  to  the  failure.  Were  a  similar  leverage  brought 
to  bear  on  the  trustees  of  miscellaneous  schools  the  apparaiiLs  and 
aids  so  much  needed  there  would  soon  be  furnished. 

At  the  examination  of  pupils  for  admission  to  the  Liverpool  High 
School  in  October,  on  the  questions  forwarded  from  the  Education 
Office,  all  those  enrolled  the  previous  term  (23)  passed  the  test,  with 
an  average  of  67.4,  the  highest  obtaining  85,  and  the  lowest  51. 
Seven  (7)  from  Mr.  Sprague's  room,  the  preparatory  department,  were 
also  successful,  making  an  average  56.71 ;  highest,  62 ;  lowest,  52. 
One  from  A.  J.  McDougald's  school,  Milton,  averaged  84,  and  another 
from  Port  Joli,  51.  Seven  students  obtained  admission  through 
Provincial  licenses.  Thus,  with  an  enrolment  of  39,  that  institution 
commenced  anew  at  the  beginning  of  the  current  term.  At  a  similar 
examination  held  in  Lunenburg  town  on  the  same  date  as  above,  the 
most  of  the  applicants  made  the  required  averages.  I  re^et  that  these 
cannot  be  given  here,  as  they  have  not  been  received,    unlike  Liver- 

{)Ool,  there  was  no  class  from  the  preparatory  department  direct,  as  a 
arge  one  was  graded  into  the  High  School  in  July,  and  formed  a 
portion  of  those  examined.  One  student  only  was  examined  from 
outside  sections,  who  failed  to  pass.  Four  who  did  not  quite  reach 
the  Tninimuni  average,  I  passed,  by  the  authority  of  the  Act,  into 
the  High  School  to  study  the  branches  of  grade  8,  This  was  done  at 
the  request  of  the  trustees. 

The  Academic,  or  High  School,  departments  having  been  honored 
by  a  visit  from  yourself  last  summer,  and  examined,  I  did  not  give 
them  special  attention  on  my  inspectoral  tour.  The  other  depart- 
ments were  closely  inspected.  These  I  found  satisfactorily  taught — 
the  order  and  discipline  unexceptionally  good.  The  drawings  in 
Miss  Jackson's  room  (Liverpool),  executed  by  the  pupils,  were  very 
creditable,  and  are  deserving  of  special  mention.  It  snows  what  our 
schools  can  accomplish  with  proper  instruction. 

The  Milton,  Brooklyn,  Mill  Village  (advanced  department).  Bridge- 
water,  Mahone  Bay  and  Chester  schools  were  also  satisfactory,  in 
respect  to  the  work.  The  Primary  departments  in  all  of  them.  Mill 
Tillage  excepted,  were  crowded,  and  the  teachers,  as  a  consequence, 
overworked. 

Lunenburg  town  has  since  made  ample  provision  in  the  enlarged 
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building  for  all  the  children  in  the  section,  Liverpool  has  decided 
to  re-open  next  spring  the  department  closed  some  years  ago.  The 
trustees  of  some  other  sections  have  been  requested  to  provide  in- 
creased accommodation  at  an  early  date. 

A  large  majority  of  the  miscellaneous  schools  made  fair  progress 
during  the  year,  especially  those  in  which  the  teachers  were  re- 
tained both  terms.  I  hope  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  all  the 
teachers  will  be  required  to  remain  sufficiently  long  in  a  section  to 
enable  the  character  of  the  work  done  to  be  fairly  tested.  The 
school-houses  were  in  good  condition  generally,  and  the  most  of  the 
rooms  kept  tidy  and  clean.  There  were  no  serious  errors  in  the 
returns  during  the  year,  and  only  one  was  sent  back  for  correction. 
The  registers,  with  few  exceptions,  were  models  of  neatness. 

The  Act  for  Better  Attendance  was  made  operative  in  a  number 
of  sections  last  year,  but  did  not  receive  that  attention  from  the 
executive  officers  that  will  justify  me  in  reporting  it  fairly  tested. 
The  trustees,  with  whom  I  conversed  on  the  subject,  admit  the  prin- 
ciple to  be  a  correct  one,  but  shrink  from  the  responsibility  of 
enforcing  the  penalties,  which  they  fear  will  engender  strife  in  their 
small  settlements,  and  thus  do  more  harm  than  good.  At  the  last 
annual  meetings  of  twenty  sections  that  eonsidered  it  only  four  made 
it  operative. 

The  most  noted  improvements  in  the  school  buildings  were  :— the 
enlargement  of  the  Lunenburg  Academy  by  an  additional  story  with 
French  roof,  which  added  very  greatly  to  its  outward  appearance^ 
and  furnished  ample  accommodation  for  the  large  attendance ; 
the  erection  by  Martin's  Point  Section,  of  a  very  neat  and  commo- 
dious house,  in  a  position  much  more  desirable  than  that  of  the 
condenmed  one ;  the  enlarging  and  extensive  repairing  of  the 
school-houses  in  Upper  Centre,  Martin's  Brook,  and  Fancy's,  ren- 
dering them  much  more  convenient  and  healthy  than  before. 

Many  of  the  buildings  received  special  attention  during  vacation^ 
in  the  shape  of  repairs,  painting,  cleansing,  &c 

When  the  memoa.  were  last  issued  to  the  trustees,  I  sent  them  a 
circular  calling  their  attention  to  the  following  points : 

1st.  Trustees  should  provide  their  secretary  with  the  rate  roll, 
and  authorize  him  in  writing  over  their  signatures,  to  collect  the  same. 

2nd.  Trustees  should  visit  the  school  at  least  twice  each  term,  to 
enable  them  to  certify  correctly  to  the  returns. 

3rd.  Rates  should  be  demanded  and  collected  early  in  the  school 
year,  that  the  business  may  be  closed  up,  and  the  books  and  vouchers 
nanded  to  the  auditors,  at  least  three  days  before  the  annual  meeting. 
I  found  this  course  necessary  as  comparatively  few  of  the  trustees 
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carried  out  the  law  in  those  particulars,  and  some  of  the  sections  had 
been  led  into  expensive  litigation  through  overlooking  the  first,  while 
several  secretaries  had  made  trouble  for  themselves,  and  incurred 
losses  by  neglecting  to  attend  to  the  third. 

One  hundred  and  twenty  candidates  applied  for  licenses  last 
July,  but  a  smaller  percentage  than  usual  succeeded,  sufficient,  how- 
ever, to  supply  all  the  schools  of  the  District,  the  current  term,  with- 
out having  recourse  to  permissivea 

For  further  particulars  in  respect  to  sections  and  schools,  please 
refer  to  my  notes  of  inspection,  statistics  and  tables,  already  for- 
warded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

T.  R.  PATTILLO. 

To  David  Allison  Esq.,  LL.  D., 

Superintendent  of  Education, 


DISTRICT  Na  3— SHELBURNE  AND  YARMOUTH. 

A  0.  A.  DoANE,  Inspector. 

Sir, — In  compliance  with  your  reauest,  I  beg  to  submit  a  brief 
historical  and  comparative  statement  of  the  condition  and  progress 
of  Education  previous  to  and  since  the  inception  of  the  present  Free 
School  Act. 

Owing  to  the  want  of  complete  records  and  statistics  little  can  be 
said  of  the  character  of  the  schools  of  Shelbume  and  Yarmouth 
Counties  in  the  early  period  of  their  settlement,  but  enough  may  be 
gathered  to  shew  that  the  educational  facilities  of  fifty  or  sixty  years 
ago  were  very  limited,  and  that  only  those  possessed  of  wealth  or 
considerable  force  of  character  could  acquire  more  than  the  mere 
elements  of  a  common  school  education.  Yet  it  is  evident  that  not  a 
few  persons  of  that  time  qualified  themselves,  either  by  home  study 
or  attendance  at  evening  schools,  for  the  business  of  life  or  for  useful 
stations  which  they  were  afterward  called  upon  to  fill. 

At  first  it  may  be  well  to  state  the  situation  of  the  counties 
referred  to.  Shelburne  is  the  most  southern  county  of  Nova  Scotia, 
and  includes  Cape  Sable,  its  extreme  point,  noted  for  shipwrecks, 
especially  that  of  the  steamship  Hungarian  on  the  14th  of  February, 
1860,  when  all  on  board,  crew  and  paa^engers,  perished.    There  are 
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several  settlements  along  its  coast,  the  most  important  of  which  is  * 
Shelbume,  originally  called  Port  Razior.  It  was  built  by  the 
Loyalists,  who  took  refuge  here  after  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  at 
one  time  contained  twelve  thousand  inhabitants,  then  eclipsing 
Halifax.  Gbvemor  Parr  visited  the  place  and  named  it  Shelbxime. 
It  soon  rapidly  declined  and  became  almost  a  "  deserted  village/' 
More  recently  it  has  greatly  improved,  but  has  never  regained  its 
former  prestige.  The  people  of  the  county  are  mostly  engaged  in 
maritime  pursuits,  chiefly  the  fisheries,  which  are  prosecuted  with 
the  utmost  vigor. 

Yarmouth  County,  bordering  on  the  former,  is  the  most  south-  , 
western  of  the  Province.  Its  chief  town,  Yarmouth,  is  by  far  the 
largest  in  western  Nova  Scotia.  It  is  famous  for  the  commercial 
enterprise  of  its  inhabitants.  A  few  years  since  the  shipping  owned 
in  the  town  averaged  twenty  tons,  for  every  resident  in  the  town- 
ship twelve  tons,  and  in  the  county  seven  tons  to  each  individual. 
The  settlers  along  the  coast  of  the  county  are  mostly  engaged  in 
fisheries,  and  those  in  the  interior  in  agriculture,  both  of  which  are 
productive  industries. 

The  English  inhabitants  of  these  two  counties  are  mainly  descend- 
ants of  settlers  from  New  England,  who  came  over  in  1760  and  1761 ; 
and  of  the  Loyalists  before  mentioned.  In  Yarmouth  County  there 
are  several  thriving  settlements  of  French,  descendants  of  some  of  • 
those  Acadians  immortalized  by  Longfellow  in  his  celebrated  poem 
of  Evangeline.  Many  of  them  can  trace  their  lineage  from  the 
LaTours,  D'Entremonts  and  other  families  of  rank  in  France,  of  more 
than  two  hundred  years  ago. 

Educational  History. — As  before  stated,  school  statistics,  pre- 
ceding the  Act  of  1864,  are  so  meagre  that  it  is  difficult  to  give 
anything  like  a  complete  statement  oi  the  number  in  operation  or 
the  nature  of  the  instruction  imparted.  From  Campbell's  History 
of  Yarmouth,  we  learn  that  in  1811  there  were  only  tnree  schools  in 
the  Township  and  four  in  the  county.  At  that  time  the  Yarmouth 
Grammar  School  was  instituted  by  Government  Commission.  In 
this  school  in  1819,  there  were  thirteen  boys  studying  Latin.  Other 
branches  of  study  are  not  named.  We  are  further  informed  that  in 
1826,  the  whole  number  of  children  at  school  in  the  county  was  120. 
As  the  population  was  then  a  little  over  six  thousand,  the  proportion  • 
at  school  was  about  one  in  fiftv-one.  Under  the  Act  of  1828,  an 
impetus  appears  to  have  been  given  to  the  establishment  of  schools, 
for  we  find  on  the  records  uiat  twelve  persons  were  licensed  as 
teachers  for  that  year.  Nine  others  were  licensed  in  1829  and  eleven 
in  1830. 

The  following  table,  taken  from  the  Commissioners  Records,  will 
shew  the  number  of  schools  and  scholars  for  an  decade. 
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*  The  numbers  for  1836  are  not  given. 

In  1836  an  academy  was  founded  under  the  control  of  the  Yar- 
mouth Education  Society.  It  was  supported  by  voluntary  contribu- 
tion,  tuition  fees,  and  an  annual  grant  from  the  government,  of  one 
hundred  and  thirty  pounds.  It  sometimes  included  two  departments, 
under  efficient  teachers,  and  good  work  is  said  to  have  been  accom* 
plished.  During  the  next  decade  there  appears  to  have  been 
continued  improvement,  though  we  do  not  find  any  tabulated  records 
as  in  the  past.  Townships  were  divided  into  school  districts,  of 
which  there  were  41  in  the  county  in  1841 ;  and  these  were  increased 
till  in  1848  there  were,  according  to  Campbeirs  History,  thirty-six 
schools  in  Yarmouth  Township  alone  in  which  seventeen  hundred 
pupils  were  taught,  of  whom,  in  accordance  with  the  law  of  1828,  over 
three  hundred  were  free  scholars.  The  remainder  paid  tuition  fees 
ranging  from  ten  to  twenty  shillings  per  quarter.  The  proportion  of 
population  then  at  school  was  about  one  in  five  and  three-tenths. 

We  have  no  data  for  Shelbume  County  as  early  as  that  for 
Yarmouth,  but  in  the  Commissioners*  Records  for  1826,  mention  is 
made  of  the  division  of  the  county  into  school  districts,  of  which  there 
were  twenty-eight,  and  the  employment  of  teachei-s  for  some  of  them. 
In  1832  twenty-four  schools  are  reported,  thirteen  of  them  being 
called  Minor  Schools,  and  the  remaining  nine  Major  Schools.  The 
number  of  pupils  in  attendance  is  not  given  for  all  of  them,  but 
estimating  the  remainder  by  what  is  entered,  will  make  about  four 
hundred  and  thirty  in  all./-  This  would  give  about  one  in  fourteen  of 
the  population,  at  school  in  that  year.  In  1840  there  were  thirty 
schools,  fourteen  of  whieh  were  in  Shelbume  Township,  and  sixteen 
in  Barrington>  In  1841  a  grammar  school  was  established  in  each 
township.  Ten  years  later  there  were  twenty-two  scholars  in  Shel- 
bume township  and  twenty  in  Barrington.  In  1863  the  records  give 
thirty  schools  for  Shelbume  and  twenty-five  for  Barrington,  with 
thirteen  hundred  pupils  in  attendance,  making  about  one  in  eight 
and  a  half  of  the  population,  at  school,  or  twelve  per  cent. 

Up  to  this  time  many  of  the  school  houses  were  faultily  constructed 
and  poorly  furnished,  and  there  was  a  very  inadequate  supply  of 
school  material.  The  standard  of  qualification  for  teachers  was  low, 
and  while  there  were  a  few  well  qualified  and  efficient,  many  obtained 
local  licenses  who  could  do  little  more  than  read,  write  and  cipher, 
with  perhaps  a  superficial  acquaintance  with  geography  and  English 
grammar.  Graded  schools  had  barely  come  into  existence,  and  not 
more  than  half  a  dozen  houses  in  the  two  counties  contained  two  or 
more  rooms  each. 
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Since  the  introduction  of  the  Free  School  System  in  1864,  progres- 
sive improvement  has  been  continuously  manifest.  More  accurate 
and  detailed  statistics  enable  us  to  indicate  progress  with  definiteness, 
and  comparative  tables  shew  conclusively  the  work  of  each  year. 

Just  previous  to  that  time  a  fine  structure  for  educational  purposes 
was  erected  in  Yarmouth  town  at  a  cost  of  about  S20,000.  It  is 
equipped  with  all  modern  school  appliances,  commodious  in  every 
respect,  and  suitably  adapted  to  the  object  contemplated.  Soon  after, 
two  other  large  and  substantial  school  houses  were  built,  one  at 
Milton  and  the  other  at  Lower  Town,  well  furnished  and  supplied 
with  all  necessary  school  material.  These  three  buildings,  containing 
eight,  seven  and  six  departments  respectively,  under  superior  teachers, 
afford  the  inhabitants  of  Yarmouth  advantages  not  surpassed  by  any 
town  in  the  province. 

In  Shelburne  a  spacious  building,  having  five  apartments,  was 
erected  for  an  Academy,  in  which  a  fine  staff"  of  teachers  has  been 
working  with  marked  success.  The  ratepayers  of  Lockeport  have 
also  had  completed  a  fine  house  suited  to  the  wants  of  the  section,  at 
a  cost  of  over  $5000,  four  of  the  departments  of  which  are  occupied 
with  schools  under  the  management  of  teachers  who  are  doing  good 
service  in  the  instruction  of  the  children  of  the  Island. 

In  many  other  sections  new  houses  have  taken  the  place  of  old 
ones,  and  several  have  been  built  where  there  were  none  before. 
From  1864  to  1875  there  were  erected  in  Yarmouth  County,  forty- 
one  houses  at  a  cost  of  855,580 ;  and  in  Shelburne  County,  twenty-one 
houses  at  a  cost  of  $20,038.  The  value  of  school  property  in  Yarmouth 
County  in  1869  was  $71,400,  and  in  Shelburne,  $23,045.  In  1879 
it  was,  in  Yarmouth.  $81,020,  and  in  Shelburne,  $35,395.  Many  of 
the  new  school  houses  in  their  architectural  designs,  internal 
arrangements,  furniture  and  equipments,  with  the  surrounding 
play-grounds,  are  in  keeping  with  the  progress  of  the  age,  and  a 
decided  improvement  on  the  older  style  of  a  former  period. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  sections,  of  schools  in 
operation,  of  pupils  in  attendance,  and  the  proportion  of  population 
at  school  in  each  county  at  the  close  of  three  successive  decades : 


COUNTIBS. 
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SOHOOLI. 
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Table  shewing  the  Nuuber  and  Sex  of  Teachers  employed 
IN  1875  AND  1885. 
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Fi-om  the  preceding  table  it  is  evident  that  the  work  of  teaching 
ia  passing  more  and  more  under  the  control  of  females.  Formerly 
there  was  a  much  smaller  per  centage  of  that  sex  employed,  and 
their  services  were  for  the  moat  part  confined  to  the  elementary 
schools,  and  during  the  Summer  Term  only.  Now,  several  of  out 
most  advanced  schools  are  conducted  by  them,  and  that  throughout 
the  year.  Out  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-two  teachers  em^oyed 
in  this  District  during  the  Winter  of  1876,  fifty  were  mates  and 
seventy-two  females ;  and  out  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-eight  in 
1885  forty-one  were  males  and  one  hundred  and  twenty-seven 
females.  It  will  also  be  observed  that  female  teachers  are  rapidly 
advancing  to  the  higher  gi-ades.  In  1875  there  were  none  above 
grade  C,  at  present  there  are  thirteen  holding  grade  B,  and  a  corres- 
ponding advance  has  been  made  in  other  grades. 

The  following  table  shews  the  results  of  the  Teachers'  Examina- 
tions  held  ia  this  District  in  1880  and  subeeqaently : 
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Bates. 

County. 
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3 
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This  indicates  that  while  the  number  of  candidates  has  greatly  in- 
creased the  percentage  of  failures  is  much  less  than  formerly;  also, 
that  there  is  a  steady  advance  to  the  higher  grades. 

The  next  table  shows  the  number  who  received  instruction  in 
the  several  branches  at  the  period  named. 
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In  reviewing  the  past  of  our  educational  history  it  is  evident  that 
although  there  is  abundant  room  for  more  rapid  improvement,  yet 

f)rogrcss  is  being  made  in  all  the  great  essentials  designated  by  the 
ate  Doctor  Forrester  as  "  The  What,  the  How,  and  the  Who." 

Here  attention  may  be  called  to  the  progress  made  in  the  schoola 
of  the  French  Acadians.  These  people  are  certainly  making  praise- 
worthy efforts  to  secure  for  their  children  better  aclvantages  than 
were  enjoyed  by  the  preceding  generation*  This  progress  is  partly 
due  to  national  characteristics  and  partly  to  the  influence  of  the 
clergy,  notably  the  Rev.  Father  Quinan,  first  Inspector  of  Yarmouth 
County,  who  Worked  hard  for  the  establishment  of  schools  in  hii» 
Parish,  and  as  the  Acadians  readily  co-operated  they  Were  very  soon 
well  supplied  with  educational  advantages  which  they  and  their 
children  promptly  appreciated.  More  recently  the  Rev.  Father 
Manning,  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  School  Commissioners,  has  taken 
a  lively  interest  in  promoting  schools  among  these  people,  so  that  now 
every  section  has  its  school,  and  of  these  six  are  graded. 

Present  Educational  Condition. — It  is  gratifying  to  state  that 
the  general  condition  of  the  schools  is  on  the  whole  satisfactory,  and 
that  the  attendance  of  late  has  been  even  better  than  usual.  The 
tables  shew  the  same  number  of  sections  as  last  year.  Nineteen  of 
these  were  without  schools  during  the  Winter  Term,  and  fourteen 
during  the  Summer.  Only  three  were  destitute  throughout  the 
year,  viz.,  McNutt's  Island  and  Beaver  Dam,  in  Shelburne  District^ 
and  East  River  in  Argyle  District.  The  number  of  schools  and 
departments  in  operation  was  one  hundred  and  sixty-six  in  each 
term,  being  five  more  in  Winter  and  one  less  in  Summer  than  were 
reported  last  year.  The  following  table  tells  its  own  tale.  The 
comparison  is  with  the  corresponding  terms  of  the  preceding  year : 


Winter. 

Increase. 

Summer. 

Increase. 

1 

Decrene. 

Registered  Pupils  ...... 

Grand  Total 

7647 

500978 

4642 

1488 

255 

14291 
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68 
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298 

23379 
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Average  Attendance    . . . 
Children  not  at  School. . 

260 

No.  of  different  pupils  at  school^  9345 ;  increase,  312/ 

Samnier. 

No.  of  Teachers  in  i^ame  section  as  previous  term. . .  .100 

"  "        removed  to  new  sections ....  * 40 

"     new  Teachers  ..••...<:/<<•..  ^  ^ 28 


Winter/ 

124 
37 

y 


36  SEP0BT8  OF  UrSFEOTOSff. 


Average  Annual  Salary  of  Teachers,  including  Government 

Grant. 

MaIm.  Femalas. 

A.  &B.      C.  D.  B.  O.  D. 

Sbelburne $404.28  $304.74  $245.86    $328.32  $237.17  $173.32 

Yarmouth. 506.00    346.00     240.00      320.80     297.76     187.26 

The  amounts  voted  at  the  last  annual  meetings  aggregate, 

For  salaries  in  Shelburne $8848.    In  Yarmouth . .  $18965. 

'•     building  and  repairs. 1812.      "  "         ..       880. 

The  recent  changes  in  the  list  of  prescribed  books  enable  pupils  to 
obtain  a  supply  at  a  smaller  cost  than  formerly,  so  that  most  of  them 
now  have  what  they  need. 

The  schools  generally  are  being  better  provided  with  apparatus. 
Large  maps  of  the  Hemispheres,  oi  the  Dominion,  and  other  countries, 
Prang's  Isatural  History  Series,  Prints  and  Diagrams,  Dictionaries, 
Gazetteers  and  Globes  are  found  in  many  sections,  and  a  few  others, 
as  Lockeport,  Shelburne  and  Yarmouth  Town  Schools  have,  in 
addition.  Chemical  and  Philosophical  apparatus,  cabinets  of  minerals 
and  collections  of  specimens  of  various  objects  in  Natural  History. 

There  have  been  in  operation  during  the  year  twenty-five  graded 
schools,  fourteen  of  wnich  have  been  made  such  within  the  past 
five  years.  Three  will  be  added  to  the  list  during  the  current  term. 
This  may  be  regarded  as  an  encouraging  feature  of  educational 
advancement. 

The  academies  of  Shelburne  and^Tarmouth  are  being  commendably 
sustained  and  it  is  hoped  the  recent  academic  attachment  will  operate 
for  the  promotion  of  higher  and  more  thorough  education  in 
the  future. 

Prejudices  against  the  prescribed  Course  of  Study  are  gradually 
melting  away.  Teachers  are  learning  that  it  is  not  only  practicable, 
but  very  advantageous.  Increasing  attention  is  being  paid  to  oral 
lessons,  and  some  of  them  are  very  intelligently  given,  and  exhibit 
marked  ability  on  the  part  of  the  teachers. 

On  the  whole  it  may  safely  be  assumed  that  the  educational  work 
of  the  year  has  not  been  surpassed  by  any  that  preceded  it,  and  that 
the  outlook  is  not  only  hopeful  but  very  encouragipg. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  A.  DOANe! 
David  Allison,  Esqr,  L.L.  D. 

Superintendent  ( /  Education, 
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NoTK  I  regret  that  owing  to  ill  health  I  have  been  prevented 
from  forwarding  this  report  sooner.  I  hope  it  may  not  be  too  late. 
I  beg  to  acknowledge  my  indebtedness  to  Principal  Cameron,  of 
Yarmouth,,  for  early  school  records  of  that  county,  to  the  Rev^  Father 
Manning,  of  Eelbrook,  for  information  about  the  Acadian  schools 
previous  to  my  visitation  of  them,  and  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Richan, 
lormerly  inspector  for  Shelburne  County,  for  valuable  assistance  in 
preparing  much  of  this  report. 

A.  C.  A.  D. 


DISTRICT  No.  4.— DIGBY  AND  ANNAPOLIS. 

L.  S.  Morse,  A.  M.,  Inspector. 

Sir,— 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  general  report  on 
the  state  of  common  school  education  in  Inspectoral  District  No.  4, 
for  the  year  ended  October  Slst,  A.  D.,  1885.  For  more  detailed 
information  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  statistical  tables, 
monthly  reports,  and  notes  of  inspection,  covering  the  same  period. 

The  Commissioners  of  Schools  at  their  annual  meetings  formed 
four  new  school  sections,  one  in  the  District  of  Annapolis  West,  and 
three  in  the  District  of  Clare.  In  consequence  of  the  formation  of 
these  new  sections  there  are  now  one  hundred  and  eighty-two  school 
sections  in  this  Inspectoral  District.  With  three  exceptions  these 
sections  are  regularly  organized  under  the  law,  and  are  maintaining 
schools  in  most  cases  during  the  entire  year.  In  a  few  of  the 
outlying  sections,  in  which  the  inhabitants  are  **  poor  and  scattered," 
schools  are  kept  during  the  summer  term  only.  These  sections  last 
mentioned,  are  few  in  number  and  do  not  represent  more  than  one 
twentieth  of  the  population  of  this  Inspectoral  District. 

At  the  inception  of  the  present  school  system  in  1864,  this  District 
was  divided  into  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine  school  sections, 
eighty-three  of  which  were  in  the  County  of  Annapolis,  and  fifty-six 
in  the  County  of  Digby.  As  indicated  above,  there  are  now  one 
hundred  and  eighty-two  sections,  one  hundred  and  four  of  which  are 
in  the  County  of  Annapolis,  and  seventy-eight  in  the  County  of 
Digby.  This  increase  of  forty-three  sections  within  a  period  of  about 
twenty  years  is  an  indication  of  the  popularity  of  the  school  law 
among  the  people.  The  efficiency  of  the  schools  nas  increased  during 
the  same  period  in  an  equal  or  greater  ratio.  At  the  present  time 
almost  every  inhabitant  of  this  District  b  living  within  the  bounds 
of  a  regularly  organized  school  section,  a  fact  which  did  not  exist 
previous  to  the  inception  of  our  present  public  school  system. 
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It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  a  gradual  improvement  in 
school  accommodation.  During  the  year  foui*  new  school-houses  have 
been  erected,  and  several  others  have  undergone  extensive  repairs. 
In  general  the  school  houses  are  creditable  to  the  sections  in  which 
they  stand,  and  furnish  ample  accommodation  for  all  pupils. 

A  very  few  sections  are  still  using  buildings  erected  previous  to 
the  enactment  of  the  present  law.  In  six  sections  only  a  noticeable 
lack  of  school  accommodation  exists.  In  these  the  miscellaneous 
schools  now  kept  should  give  place  to  graded  schools.  Three  of  these 
sections  at  last  annual  meetings,  voted  the  necessary  funds  for 
enlarging  the  school-houses  for  this  purpose,  and  there  is  reason  to 
believe  that  the  other  three  will  do  likewise  in  the  near  future.  The 
creditable  advance  in  regard  both  to  school  accommodation  and  to 
the  character  and  style  of  school  buildings,  is  very  encouraging. 

During  the  year  there  has  been  a  perceptible  increase  in  the 
quantity  of  apparatus.  Most  schools  are  fairly  well  supplied  with 
maps,  black-boards,  and  such  smaller  articles  as  drawing  manuals, 
hand-bills,  wall-cards,  ball-frames,  and  Calkin's  Object  Lessons. 
Globes  and  dictionaries  are  also  to  be  found  in  a  fair  percentage  of 
the  schools,  but  their  presence  is  not  so  universal  as  could  be  wished. 
In  order  that  every  school  may  be  properly  equipped  with  all  needed 
apparatus,  Inspectors  should  be  clothed  with  more  explicit  authority 
than  they  now  possess  in  this  regard. 

The  number  and  grade  of  teachers  employed  during  the  year  will 
be  found  in  the  Statistical  Tables.  It  will  not  be  necessary  to 
enumerate  them  in  this  report  further  than  to  state  that  in  Anna- 
polis County  a  large  majority  of  the  teachers  hold  first  or  second 
class  licenses,  while  in  the  County  of  Digby  third  class  teachers  pre- 
dominate. As  a  natural  result  of  this,  the  schools  in  Annapolis 
County  are,  generally  speaking,  in  a  higher  state  of  efficiency  than 
those  in  Digby  County.  The  graded  schools  in  the  latter  County, 
however,  compare  very  favorably  with  those  of  the  same  class  in  the 
former. 

The  teachei's,  as  a  class,  have  been  laboring  successfully  during  the 
year.  Many  of  them  have  been  doing  excellent  work,  in  consequence 
of  which  their  schools  have  been  found  in  a  very  satisfactory  condi- 
tion. Others  of  less  experience  are  improving  in  their  methods  of 
teaching,  and  in  ability  to  maintain  discipline.  In  very  few  cases 
only  have  I  found  teachers  discharging  their  duties  in  a  perfunctory 
manner,  and  showing  but  little  aptitude  for  imparting  in- 
struction. These  latter  soon  leave  the  profession,  either  in  conse- 
quence of  conscious  inability  to  fulfil  the  demands  upon  them,  or 
because  their  worthlessness  is  soon  apparent  to  a  discriminating 
public. 

Normal  trained  teachers  are  duly  appreciated  in  most  parts  of  this 
Inspectoral  District.   Trustees,  whenever  possible,  secure  the  services 
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of  such  teachers  in  preference  to  thase  who  are  untrained  in  the  art 
of  teaching.  This  fact  is  exerting  a  powerful  influence,  and  is  causing 
yearly  increasing  numbers  from  this  District  to  take  a  course  of 
training  at  the  Provincial  Normal  School,  In  view  of  the  ^fliciency 
of  that  Institution  under  its  present  staff  of  Professors,  I  have  con- 
sidered it  a  pleasure  as  well  as  a  duty,  whenever  an  opportunity 
presented  itself,  to  urge  upon  teachers  and  upon  those  aspiring  to 
that  position,  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  a  course  of  training 
thereat.  The  gradual,  and  of  late  years  somewhat  rapid,  increase  in  the 
number  of  Normal  School  graduates  is  very  encouraging.  A  corres- 
ponding advance  in  the  standing  and  efficiency  of  the  schools  and  in 
the  general  education  of  the  people  is  already  noticeable,  and  is  indi- 
cative of  much  good  for  the  future.  It  would  seem  that  the  time 
had  already  come  when  the  enlightened  sentiment  of  the  Country 
demanded  trained  teachers  for  the  public  schools,  and  when  teachers 
who  would  command  confidence  and  patronage  must  prepare  them- 
selves by  systematic  training  to  adorn  the  responsible  position  which 
they  are  required  to  fill.  The  Council  of  Public  Instruction  should 
lead  public  sentiment  in  this  regard,  and  should  require  that  all 
teachers  who  hold  the  higher  grades  of  license,  should  also  possess  a 
Normal  School  diploma.  An  exception  could  well  be  made  in  the 
case  of  those  possessing  long  experience  in  school  work. 

The  prescribed  Course  of  Study  is  being  followed  more  or  less 
closely  in  most  of  the  schools.  As  about  three-fourths  of  the  schools 
are  miscellaneous,  under  the  charge  of  one  teacher,  some  difficulty  is 
experienced  in  adopting  its  entire  provisions.  This  is  especially  the 
case  in  large  schools,  and  where  the  attendance  is  irregular.  In  the 
graded  schools  it  can  be  followed  much  more  satisfactorily  and  with 
better  results.  The  Course  is,  however,  becoming  more  intelligible. 
Teachers  are  recognizing  its  value  &s  a  guide  to  sound,  systematic 
instruction,  and  learning  through  practice  to  appreciate  the  good 
results  which  its  adoption  ensures. 

The  twenty-five  French  schools  in  the  Municipality  of  Clare  are 
necessarily  more  backward  than  the  English  schools  in  the  other 
parts  of  n)y  District.  Several  of  these  schools  are  too  lax^e  for  one 
teacher,  even  with  the  aid  of  an  assistant,  to  msinage  with  success. 
In  five  French  sections,  at  least,  the  registered  attendance  is  so  great 
that  graded  schools  should  take  the  place  of  the  miscellaneous  schools 
now  maintained.  The  rate-payei-s  of  these  sections  have  had  their 
attention  called  to  this  defect^  and  many  of  them  admit  the  necessity 
of  better  organization.  Three  of  these  sections,  it  is  believed, 
will  grade  their  schools  before  the  close  of  another  year.  The 
progress  of  the  French  schools  is  impeded  by  causes  which  do 
not  exist  in  the  English  schools,  and  they  are  consequently  much 
more  elementary.  The  reasons  are  quite  apparent.  The  teachera 
hold  a  low  grade  of  license,  chiefly  in  consequence  of  the  difficulty 
which  they  experience  in  passing  an  examination  in  a  foreign  lan- 
guage. Their  number  must  be  supplemented  by  the  issue  of 
"permissive  licenses''  to  persons  oftentimes  not  well  qualified,  in 
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order  that  all  the  schools  may  be  supplied.  The  pupils  who  do  not 
understand  English  until  some  years  after  their  entrance  upon  school 
life,  are  required  to  study  both  languages.  The  text-books  being 
in  English  require  to  be  translated  from  one  language  to  the  other 
in  order  to  render  passages,  ideas,  and  problems,  otherwise  obscure, 
plain  and  intelligible  to  the  pupils,  who,  owing  to  their  limited 
knowledge  of  English  cannot  make  an  intelligent  preparation  of 
lessons  in  advance  of  recitation.  The  schools  are  in  many  cases  too 
large.  These  causes  all  combine  to  retard  the  progress  of  the  French 
schools,  and  to  cause  the  work  done  therein  to  be  elementary  in  its 
character.  Under  the  circumstances  named,  these  schools  reflect 
credit  upon  the  teachers  and  upon  the  people  who  sustain  them  in 
their  work. 

A  serious  hindrance  to  rapid  progress  in  most  schools,  is  the 
irregularity  in  attendance  of  pupils.  This  irregularity  is,  perhaps, 
no  greater  than  can  be  expected  among  a  people,  many  of  whom 
require  the  services  of  their  children  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year  to 
assist  them  in  agricultural  operations.  A  few  of  the  facts  disclosed 
by  the  official  returns  from  the  schools  of  this  District  are  as  foUows : 
The  number  of  pupils  daily  present  at  school  on  an  average  for  time 
in  session,  per  one  hundred  registered,  was  about  fifty-seven  for  the 
Winter  Terra,  and  sixty-one  for  the  Summer  Term.  This  fact, 
however,  while  strictly  correct  as  regards  the  whole  time  in  which 
the  schools  were  open,  is  somewhat  at  variance  with  the  actual 
attendance.  Many  of  the  pupils  are  not  registered  daring  the  whole 
term.  Some  do  not  begin  their  attendance  at  the  opening  of  the 
term,  and  others  leave  school  permanently  before  the  close  of  the 
term.  When  due  allowance  is  made  for  these  facts,  it  will  be  found 
that  the  actual  attendance  of  pupils  registered  is  about  ten  per  cent, 
higher  than  the  above  stated.  The  proportion  of  the  population  at 
school  during  some  portion  of  the  year  was  one  in  eveiy  four  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  District,  taking  the  census  of  1881  as  basis  of  calcu- 
lation. While  the  evil  consequences  of  irregularity  in  attendance  at 
school  aflfect  not  only  those  who  absent  themselves,  but  extend  also 
to  the  teachei-s  whose  eflforts  are  thereby  partially  frustrated,  and  to 
the  pupils  in  regular  attendance,  whose  progress  is  thereby  somewhat 
impeded,  yet  it  may  be  consoling  to  believe  that  the  evils  complained 
of  are  no  greater  than  those  which  prevail  in  any  country  in  which 
free  schools  are  established.  There  is  certainly  much  cause  for 
encouragement  to  knew  that  our  system  of  free  schools  is  so  firmly 
intrenched  in  the  hearts  of  the  people,  that  one-quarter  of  the  whole 
population  is  to  be  found  in  the  public  schools  during  some  portion 
of  the  year. 

The  optional  compulsoiy  attendance  clause  of  the  law,  was  adopted 
by  comparatively  lew  of  the  sections  at  the  last  annual  meetinga 
Th%  minutes  of  those  meetings,  so  far  as  they  have  come  to  hand, 
show  that  the  resolution  in  schedule  A  of  the  Act,  was  submitted  to 
the  decision  of  the  rate-payers  in  but  few  instances,  but  that  it  was 
adopted  in  most  sections  in  which  it  was  voted  upon.    It  has  been 
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found  where  adopted  in  the  past  to  have  but  little  practical  effect 
upon  the  attendance  at  school.  The  great  majority  of  pupils  within 
the  ages  fix^d  voluntarily  attend  school  move  than  the  full  period 
prescribed,  while  those  who  do  not,  belong  almost  exclusively  to  the 
indigent  members  of  the  community  from  whom  it  would  be  almost 
impossible  to  collect  the  fines  for  non-compliance  witJi  the  law.  To 
be  of  an}'  material  benefit,  the  law  should  be  made  much  more 
«tringent. 

The  Academies  at  Annapolis  and  Digby  have  been  under 
the  charge  of  Mr.  Alexander  McRae  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Magee, 
respectively  during  the  year.  These  gentlemen  have  had  much 
experience  in  their  profession,  and  have  done  good  work  in  tliese 
Institutions.  A  fair  number  of  pupils  have  been  receiving  instruc- 
tion in  the  studies  of  the  High  School  Course  recently  prescribed. 
In  some  instances  pupils  have  been  admitted  before  they  were 
properly  qualified  to  enter  upon  those  studies.  The  reoent  amendment 
to  the  law  in  legard  to  academic  education,  and  the  entrance 
examination  prescribed  under  authority  of  that  amendment,  will 
cause  these  a^tdemies  to  take  a  higher  rank  and  become  high  schools 
in  reality.  It  remains  to  be  seen,  however,  whether  under  present 
conditions  they  will  be  patronized  by  the  Counties  at  large,  or  whether 
they  will  remain,  as  in  the  past,  almost  exclusively  for  the  benefit  of 
the  towiis  in  which  they  are  established. 

A  successful  Teacher's  Association  was  held  at  Digby,  on  the 
thirtieth  day  of  April  and  the  day  following.  About  seventy  teachers 
were  in  attendance.  In  addition  to  ordinary  routine  business,  a 
progmmme  was  presented  including  carefully  prepared  papers  and 
lessons  on  the  following  topics,  viz : —  ''A  few  Principles  ci.  Grammar 
logically  Treated,"  by  Mr.  <3eo.  B.  McGill ;  "  Composition  and  how  it 
should  be  Taught,"  by  Mr.  Wm.  C  Parker ;  "  The  Art  of  Teaching," 
by  Mr.  W.  G.  Parsons ;  "  Union  among  Teachers,"  by  Mr.  W.  C. 
Jones-  "An  Illustrative  Lesson  on  Primary  Physics,"  by  Mr.  W.  H. 
Magee ;  "  An  Object  Lesson  on  Solids  relative  to  Cubic  Measure,"  by 
Miss  Mary  A.  Wallace;  and  "An  Object  Lesson  on  Colours,"  by 
Miss  Amelia  E.  Parker.  The  three  lessons  mentioned  were  taught 
to  classes  of  pupils  taken  fnom  the  lower  gi'ades  of  the  Digby  schools, 
and  were  highly  interesting  and  suggestive  to  the  teachers  present. 
The  subjects  of  the  foregoing  programme  were  freely  discussed  by 
the  members  of  the  Association.  The  question-box  also  contributed 
its  quota  of  grammatical,  geographical,  mathematical  and  legal 
questions  for  discussion  and  solution.  In  the  absence  of  the  Super- 
intendent of  Education,  who  had  contributed  so  largely  to  the 
interest  of  former  meetings,  the  public  were  entertained  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Association  at  a  lecture  on  "Francis  Bacon,'*  by 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Fisher,  of  Granville  Ferry,  whose  high  reputation  as  a 
lecturer  was  fully  sustained  on  this  occasion.  The  meetings  of  the 
Association  were  replete  with  profit  to  the  teachers  present,  and 
were  fully  equal  to  similar  gatherings  in  former  years. 
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In  consequence  of  a  serious  accident  I  was  laid  aside-  f ron>  active 
service  for  two  weeks  during  the  Summer  term.  With  this  exceptioa 
my  official  duties  have  engaged  ray  unremitting  attention  during  Um 
entire  year.  The  work  of  the  Summer  term  can  scarcely  be  accom- 
plished under  ordinary  circumstances.  This  year  a  considerabie 
number  of  the  schools  could  not  be  inspected  for  the  reason  above- 
mentioned.  For  detailed  information  on  the  subject  of  inspection,  I 
beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  my  Notes  of  Inspection  and  Monthly 
Reports  for  the  year. 

The  general  aspect  of  affairs  in  the  Inspectoral  Dvsirici  at  the 
present  time  is  decidedly  encouraging.     Although,  each  year's  progress, 
may  not  be  conspicuously  apparent^  yet  it  becomes  very  noticeable 
by  contrasting  the  present  with  the  period  twenty  years  ago^  when 
free  schools  were  established.     Within  that  period  the  number  of 
school  sections  has  been  augaiented  by  the  formation  of  foi'ty4hrte 
new  sections,  thereby  placing  schools  within  access  oS  every  inhabi- 
tant of  the  District,  with  the  exception  of  perhaps  one  half  dozen 
families.     The  style  of  school -buildings  and  furniture,  and  the  sup- 
ply of  apparatus,  have  greatly  improved.     Many  of  the  school-houses 
at  the  present  time  are  very  creditable  structures^  well  adapted  foE 
the  purposes  intended,  and  exhibiting  a  marked  contrast  with  those 
which  they  have  sttpeiceded.     The  general  educational  attainments, 
of  the  generation  now  entering  upon  the  active  pursuits  of  life  are  far 
in  advance  of  those  which  theii*  fathers  possessed.    The  rigid  exam- 
ination which  teachers  are  now  required  to  pas.St  is  a  guarantee  thai 
they  possess  acquirements,  of  no  mean  order,  and  that  they  are  much 
better  qualified  for  their  work  than  the  great  majjority  of  their  pre- 
deces.sors.     For  every  teacher  under  the  old  system  who  coujd  boast 
of  Normal  School  training,  there  are  scores  at  the  present  day  wh<v 
possess  this  qualification  in  a  higher  degree.     The  circulation  of 
periodicals  devoted  to  the  improvement  of  teachers  in  theiu  profes- 
sion was  almost  unknown  here  twenty  years  ago.     At  the  present 
time  more  than  one-half  of  the  teachers  in  this  District  are  regular 
subscribers  for  one  or  more  of  such  standard  educational  papers  aa 
**The  Canada  School  Journal,**  '*Tbe  Home  and  School  Supplement,'* 
or  "The  New  England  Journal  of  Education."    Uniform  Courses 
of  Study  for  Common  and  High  Schools,,  embracing  not  only  the 
ordinary  branches  of  study,  but  also  the  elements  of  the   sciences, 
have  been  recently  introduced.     The  text-books  now  prescribed  are 
far  superior  to  those  formerly  used.     The  comparativel}*  recent  for- 
mation of  Teachers'  As.sociations  under  the  sanetion  of  the  law  for  the 
promotion  of  the  efficiency  of  the  teaching  service^  has  been  produc- 
tive of  muck  benefit,  and  has  been  the  means  of  establisning  an 
esprit  de  C(yr^p8,  which  did  not  formerly  exist  in   the   profession. 
These  and  other  facts  which  might  be  mentioned  are  indicative  oi 
steady  educational  development  under  our  present  system — a  develop- 
ment of  which  we  have  reason  to  be  proud.     There  is  still,  however^ 
much  room  for  improvement.     As  much  progress  has  been  made  in 
the  past  we  are  justified  in  believing  that  coming  years  will  mark 
still  greater  advancement. 
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In  conelusioQ,  permit  me  to  call  your  attention  to  a  suggestion  in 
my  last  year's  report,  in  regard  to  the  summer  vacation.  Under 
existing  regulations,  teachers  of  graded  schools,  with  consent  of 
trustees,  are  allowed  an  extra  week,  a  privilege  which  is  not  accorded 
to  teachers  of  miscellaneous  schools.  This  discrimination  is  causing 
fiome  dis:iati8f action.  If  like  privileges  were  granted  to  all,  some 
Boards  of  Trustees  would  willingly  grant  the  extra  week,  and 
teachers  would  be  satisfied. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

L.  S.  MOESE. 
David  Allison,  Esq.,  L.L.  D. 

Superintendent  of  Education. 
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DISTRICT  No.  5.— KINGS  AND  BLANTS. 

Colin  W.  Roscoe,  A.  M.,  Inspector. 
Snt,— 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  Public 
Schools  for  Inspectoral  District  No.  &,  for  the  year  ending  Oct  31, 1885. 

Schools. — There  were  210  schools  in  operation  during  the  Winter 
Term,  taught  by  216  teachers,  and  two  licensed  assistants.  The 
number  of  pupils  enrolled  wa&  8997,.  and  the  attendance,  557,096 
days.  In  summer  229  schools  were  in  operation,  which  were  tai^ht 
by  240  teachers,  three  licensed  and  two  unlicensed  assistants.  The 
number  of  pupils  registered  was  9612  and  these  attended  568687  days. 

Class  of  Teachers. 

6BADB— A.  BL  O.  T>,  Mate.  Vemale.       Totik 

Winter 2        37        116  61  63         143        216 

Summer 3        28        117  92  46        1»4         240 

Number  of  pupils  receiving  Instruction  in  the  VBrious  branches: 

Winter  Tehbi  Summer  Term. 

Heading 8768  Beading 9399 

Spelling 8793  Spelling. 9229 

Writing 8265  Writing 9399 

Arithmetic 8664  Arithmetic' 8959 

Geography 6739  Geography 6844» 

Grammar. 4953  Grammar 4461 

History 4358  History 4038 

Drawing 2964  Drawing 2810 

Geometry 619  GSeometry 724* 

Algebra 765  Algebra. 761 

Physiology 184  Physiology 316 

Composition 1 169  Composition 1454 

Latin...  134  Latin. 102 

Book-keeping 814  Book-keeping... 294 

French 10  French 34 

Greek 13  Greek 7 

Practical  Mathematics.    25  Practical  Mathematics.    23 

Physics 37  Physics 5 

Navigation 19  Navigation...., 5 

Chemistry 140  Chemistry 116 

I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  number  of  schools  in 
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in  operation,  the  number  of  teachers  employed,  the  number  of  pupils 
enrolled,  and  the  attendance  made,  have  been  greater  during  the  past 
year  than  for  any  previous  year,  in  the  history  of  the  schools,  in 
these  two  counties. 

In  1880,  A.  D.,  Nova  Scotia  was  divided  into  ten  Inspectoral  Dis- 
tricts, and  those  chosen  to  fill  the  office  of  Inspectors  required  to  de- 
vote all  their  time  to  the  interests  of  the  schools  in  their  respective 
Districts.  As  the  years  from  1880  to  1885 — inclusive — represent 
the  time  the  schools  have  been  conducted  under  this  new  arrange- 
ment, I  have  thought  a  comparison  of  some  of  their  leading  features, 
during  this  period,  may  not  prove  uninteresting  to  you,  and  serve,  in 
some  measure,  to  indicate  the  progress  being  made. 

The  number  of  schools,  teachers  and  pupils,  and  the  attendance 
from  1880  to  1885,  are  compared  in  the  following  table: 

WINTER. 


Date. 

No.  Schools. 

No.  Tflnchen. 

• 

No.  Pupils. 

Attendance. 

1880 
1881 
1882 
1883 
1884 
1885 

178 
197 
198 
201 
209 
210 

194 
203 
208 
205 
217 

8395    ' 

8866 

8504 

9030 

9075 

8997 

610172 
641992 
514431 
655201 
671051 
657091 

SUMMER. 


1880 

204 

211 

9044 

606652 

1881 

210 

217 

9212 

496913 

1882 

208 

215 

9032 

614294 

1883 

213 

220 

9307 

637703 

1884 

221 

230 

9338 

646471 

1885 

229 

240 

9612 

668687 

The  foregoing  tables  speak  for  themselves ;  and  &s  far  as  teachers 
and  schools  and  pupils  are  concerned,  show  a  gradual  increase.  I  am 
pleased  to  bear  testimony  to  the  faithfulness  and  earnestness  of  the 
teachers,  and  the  efficiency  of  the  schools,  as  a  whole,  during  all  these 
years.  It  would  be  overstating  the  case  to  say  that  all  the  schools 
had  done  the  best  work  possible.  There  is  a  number  of  superior 
schools  in  this  District,  and  there  are  also  some  very  poor  ones.  The 
majority  of  the  schools,  however,  may  be  ranked  good.  Since  the 
introduction  of  the  Course  of  Study  for  Common  Schools  in  1882, 
A.  D.,  there  has  been  a  definite  aim,  on  the  part  of  most  of  the 
teachers  to  conform  to  its  requirements  so  far  as  the  condition  and 
attainments  of  their  schools  would  admit.    The  best  work  has  been 
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found  in  the  schools  adhering  most  closely  to  the  main  features  of 
the  Course.  It  has  made  the  schools  more  efiective  by  giving  to  their 
work  a  "  definite  and  continuous  character/'  The  part  of  the  Course 
most  neglected  is  that  requiring  oral  instruction.  I  beliere,  when 
its  aims  are  properly  understood,  all  will  admit  that  this  neglected 
part  is  most  useful.  There  is  no  doubt  but  time  can  be  found  in  any 
school  for  considerable  oral  teaching.  The  preparation  for  thi9 
work  inspires  the  teacher  with  new  life  and  freshens  on  the  whole 
school.  Without  this  work,  both  teacher  and  school  become  prosy 
and  do  not  keep  pace  with  the  advancing  educational  pi*ogre^.  It 
may  require  activity  on  the  part  of  the  teacher  to  overtake  all  that 
is  demanded  from  him,  but  this  will  do  good.  Ekiliven  the  pupil 
and  give  him  an  earnest  desire  to  know,  and  bis  power  to  study  will 
be  much  increased.  Tlie  day  is  upon  us  when  teachers  must  be  alive. 
The  little,  active,  inquisitive  children  to  be  taught  require,  and  must 
have  teachers  who  can  give  all  their  powers  play,  at  the  proper  time, 
and  in  the  right  direction.  Teachers  who  cannot  inspire  their  schools 
and  keep  them  up  to  a  fair  standard,  should  not  inflict  their  ser- 
vices upon  school  sections,  in  this  age  of  progress.  Let  rae  say 
here  that  the  lessons  on  Useful  Knowledge  in  the  School  Readers^ 
and  those  on  Animals,  Plants,  Minerals,  etc.,  etc.,  in  the  Course, 
should,  in  my  opinion,  receive  careful  attention  in  every  school,— 
even  the  most  miscellaneous.  The  thought  awakened  and  the  know- 
ledge acquired  in  the  performance  of  this,  will  so  aid  in  other  work, 
that  it  may  be  done  much  more  rapidly. 

In  1880,  1200  pupils  were  taught  Linear  Drawing,  now  nearly 
3000  are  receiving  lessons  in  it.  Trris,  as  will  be  noticed  by  reference 
to  one  of  the  foregoing  tables,  is  not  one-third  of  the  number  enrolled. 
In  many  schools  it  is  never  attempt^.  Contrary  to  the  opinion  of 
Professor  Walter  Smith,  teachers  imagine  they  cannot  teach  it  with- 
out first  undergoing  a  thorough  training  and  drill  under  some 
competent  teacher  of  the  subject.  Notwithstanding,  I  think 
commendable  progress  has  been  made  in  this  department  for  the  time 
and  attention  given  to  it ;  especially  so,  since  comparatively  little 
attention  was  given  to  it  till  a  very  recent  date,  ye^  I  believe  the 
number  now  receiving  iur^truction  in  it,  is  much  less  than  it  should 
be.  I  am  glad  to  notice  that  Botany  will,  in  the  future,  have  a  place 
in  the  Syllabus  for  Teachers'  Examinations  and  some  hope  such  pro- 
minence may  soon  be  given  to  Drawing,  so  that  instead  of  one-third, 
at  least  three-fourths  of  the  pupils  in  all  the  schools,  may  be  taught 
this  very  useful  branch. 

Oraded  Schools. — The  graded  schools  are  becoming  njore  and  more 
popular;  and  when  they  are  required  by  the  number  of  children,  and 
the  financial  standing  of  the  section  will  admit  of  it, strenuous  efforts 
are  made  to  establish  them.  At  the  head  of  these  schools  stand  the 
County  Academies.  At  the  commencement  of  the  Summer  Term  of 
1882,  the  High  Schools  of  Kentville  and  Windsor  were  constituted 
County  Academies,  for  Kings  a,nd  Hants  Counties,  respectively.  The 
Academic  Departments  of  these  schools  were  then  opened,  free  from 
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tsharge^  to  all  the  pupils  in  these  Counties,  who  passed  the  required 
'examination  to  enter  tlieio.  These  two  schools  have,  for  the  past 
'SJ  years,  d<>ne  excellent  work^  For  the  past  year,  Mr.  E.  J.  Tory 
♦lad  charge  of  the  Academy  in  Windsor,  and  Mr,  Angus  McLeod  of  the 
^)ne  in  KentviUe.  These  schools  continue  to  receive  and  deserve  the 
tjonfidence  of  the  people.  Both  of  them  have  fallen  into  line  under 
the  new  **  Act  to  Encourage  Academic  Education,**  and  have  passed 
ihe  requited  entrance  examination.  By  this  examination  22  pupils 
were  admitted  into  Windsor  A<:ademy  and  33  into  Kentville.  These 
Clumbers  havo  been  increased  by  a  supplementary  examination  to 
over  30  for  Windsor  and  over  ^0  for  Kentville.  A  second  grade  A 
teacher  has  been  employed  in  Kentville,  with  a  view  of  securing  at 
least  $1000  grant  for  the  Academy^  In  future  the  amount  of  rro- 
vincial  aid  will  depend  upon  the  number  of  students  giving  evidence 
•of  having  performed  the  work  assigned  in  the  High  School  Course. 
The  school  in  Kentville  Ims  grown  from  three  departments  in  1880, 
to  five  in  1885,  and  Windsor,  during  the  same  time,  has  added  four 
tjepartments.  The  school  has  now  ten  departments  in  operation. 
The  echoed  in  Hants^ort  has  increased  from  three  to  five  departments, 
«Lnd  has  employed  a  grade  A  teacher  €^  principal.  A  claim  will  be 
tnade  for  ^WO  grant  under  the  new  Aot  The  schools  in  Maitland, 
fterwiok  and  WolTville  have  oach  three  departments,  and  the 
ren)ainder  of  the  gradixi  schools  are  composed  of  two  departments 
'each.  The  number  of  graded  schools  for  the  past  winter  was  26, 
representing  67  departmenfts,  and  the  number  in  summer  was  21, 
representing  56  departn>ents.  The  schools  at  Three  Mile  Plain  and 
Burlington  will  be  graded  next  term,  and  the  people  of  St  Croix  are 
Snaking  preparations  for  grading. 

These  schook,  with  few  'exceptions,  have  done  excellent  work. 
"They  have  not  only  increased  in  number,  as  the  following  table  will 
s&ow,  but  have,  ^^ear  -by  year,  increased  in  efficiency.  They  merit 
•a  more  extended  notice  than  i^pace  at  my^  disposal  will  allow. 
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SUMMER. 

VMtft. 

No.  dt 
Schools. 

Ncdf 
•iDepartmertts.    . 

Date. 

■Scbtdf. 

No.  of 
Deputmenta. 

4886 

17 

45 

1880 

13 

45 

i881    • 

21 

■52 

1881 

18 

48 

1882 

23 

59 

1882 

18 

49 

1883 

21 

55 

1883 

16 

34 

1884 

25 

62       ; 

1884* 

19 

52 

1885 

16 

67        1 

1885 

21 

53 
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The  increase  in  the  number  of  graded  schools — from  17,  with  45 
departments,  in  1880,  to  26,  with  67  departments,  in  1885,  for  the 
winter,  and  from  13,.  having  45  departments,  in  1880,  to  21,  having 
53  departments,  in  1885,  for  the  summer — is  to  me  a  pleasing  indica- 
tion  of  gradual  and  sure  progress.  Improvements  may  be  made  in 
some  of  these  (1)  by  supplying  more  and  better  apparatus ;  (2^  by 
engaging  teachers  for  the  year,  instead  of  term;  and  (3)  by  securing 
teachers  adapted  to  the  primary  grades.  This,  of  course,  means  a 
greater  outlay  than  at  present,  but  it  means  more  than  a  correspond- 
ing return  for  all  the  outlay. 

The  miscellaneous  schools  are  doing  good  work.  Many  very 
small  schools,  kept  open  only  one  term  in  the  year,  are  a  great  boon 
to  the  section  in  which  they  are  sustained. 

There  is  a  gradual  improvement  in  teaching  the  various  branches 
of  study.  Perhaps  no  subject  is  more  carefully  taught  than  arith- 
metic. The  unitary  method  has  been  a  powerful  means  of  leading 
children  to  investigate  and  reason,  and  thus  help  them  over  the 
intricacies  of  arithmetic.  I  attribute,  in  a  large  measure,  the  progress- 
we  have  been  able  to  show  for  the  past  five  years^  to  the  judicious 
use  of  the  prescribed  text-books  on  this  subject.  Grammar  is  taught 
orally  more  than  formerly.  When  the  new  text-book  was  introduced, 
teachers  and  pupils  found  it  a  little  difficult  to  adapt  themselves  to 
some  of  the  changes  made ;  but  as  they  became  familiar  with  the 
book  and  used  it,  as  it  was  intended  to  be  used,  good  progress  was 
made.  Heretofore  the  text-book  was  put  in  the  hands  of  children 
far  too  early.  They  need  to  know  a  good  deal  &f  grammar,  as 
well  as  other  subjects,  before  the  text-book  can  be  used  to  profit 
This  knowledge  should  be  gained  through  a  long-continued  course 
of  oral  lessons. 

Weak  Schools. — Pine  Woods  and  Five  Mile  Plains,  two  weak  sections 
composed  of  colored  people,  have  had  schools  for  a  part  of  the  year — 
the  former  for  6,  and  the  latter  for  10,  months.  A  school  has  also 
been  in  operation  to  accommodate  twelve  children  who  live  between 
Lake  George  and  Lake  Mills,  at  the  distance  of  4  miles  from  the 
school  in  either  of  these  sections.  The  school  was  kept  open  three 
months  and  will  be  continued  for  part  of  the  winter. 

Sections  having  no  School. — Six  sections  were  without  schools  of 
any  kind  throughout  the  whole  year,  viz.,  Conqueral,  North  River, 
East  Pereaux  Mt,  Crystal  Wave,  East  Uniacke  and  East  Noel.  The 
first  four  of  these  are  sections  only  in  name,  have  no  school-houses, 
and  are  accommodated  to  some  extent  in  other  sections.  East 
Uniacke  is  building,  and  has  voted  money  for  a  school  next  summer. 
East  Noel  was  in  an  unsettled  state  till  quite  recently.  The  house 
was  condemned  and  the  people  would  notagree  upon  a  site  for  a  new 
one  that  the  Commissioners  would  sanction.  While  the  matter  was 
in  dispute — for  one  year — the  section  unwisely  closed  the  school  I 
am  pleased  to  learn  that  the  diflSculty  has  been  arranged  by  a  com- 
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toromise;  the  school  will  be  open  for  the  winter  and  the  school-house 
built  next  summer.  Knowing  these  circumstances  it  is  apparent 
^that  the  number  of  sections  having  no  school  for  the  past  year  is  as 
small  a9  could  reasonably  be  expected. 

^  There  are  a  4few  Sections  that  have  school  only  one  term  in  the 
^ean  Among  these  are  some  that  could,  by  a  little  extra  exertion, 
sustain  a  school  for  ten  instead  of  six  months  as  now.  This  would 
give  all  in  the  Section  an  opportunity  to  attend.  Few  Sections  can 
affoixi  to  be  without  a  school  for  the  whole  of  either  of  the  school 
terms  without  iryustice  to  a  ntiml>er  of  pupils.  The  present  mode  of 
dividing  the  County  School  Fund  favors  these  weak  Sections,  and  in 
deciding  the  Sections  to  be  placed  on  the  *'  poor  list,"  account  should 
he  taken  of  the  amount  of  assessable  property,  the  number  of  children, 
the  kind  of  school,  and  the  length  of  time  the  Section  is  willing  to 
sustain  it  each  year.  These  poor  Sections  should  be  encouraged  to 
expect  help  somewhat  in  proportion  to  what  they  are  willing  to  do 
for  themselves.  The  Boards  of  School  Commissioners  fix  the  property 
t^ualification,  not  to  exceed  $10,000  ^  and  yet  many  Sections  assessed 
for  $5000,  can,  by  means  of  the  large  attendance,  sustain  a  school 
more  easily  than  other  Sections  assessed  for  twice  that  sum.  *  When- 
ever a  Section  receiving  special  aid,  capable  of  sustaining  a  good 
school  for  the  full  year,  is  satisfied  with  a  poor  school  for  six  months, 
the  wisdom  of  continuing  it  on  the  poor  list  is,  to  say  the  least, 
doubtful. 

New  ^c^io^?^.— Petitions  will  be  presented  at  the  next  annual 
tneeting  of  the  Boards  of  Commissioners,  for  the  formation  of  two 
new  Sections.  The  first  will  include  the  settlement  between  Lake 
George  and  Lake  Mills,  in  which  school  was  kept  last  summer.  To 
this  will  be  added  a  part  of  North  River  Section.  The  remainder 
will  be  attached  to  Lake  Mills  where  the  children  now  attend  school. 
There  will  thus  be  a  new  section  formed  without  increasing  the 
number  of  sections.  The  second  will  be  at  the  Rawdon  Gold  Mines. 
There  are  about  100  men-^some  having  families — working  at  the 
mines.  The  children  of  school  age  number  20.  They  propose  to  put 
up  a  school  house  and  start  a  school  as  soon  as  they  are  formed  into 
a*  section. 

i^edchers*  Association.— ^The  Seventh  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
Teachers'  Association,  for  this  District,  was  held  at  Hantsport,  on  the 
28th  and  29th  Octobei*  last.  This  Association  has  been  the  means  of 
great  benefit  to  the  teachers  attending  it.  Organized  in  1879,  it 
claims  to  be  the  first  one  established  under  the  new  Regulation  of 
Council.  Nothing  has  been  allowed  to  interfere  with  the  holding 
of  its  annual  meetings.  We  have  been  fortunate  to  have  the  head  of 
the  Educational  Department,  the  Superintendent  of  Education,  at- 
tend all  its  meetings  except  one. 

The  written  papers  and  the  discussions  have  dealt  with  practical 
•questions  in  which  every  teacher  has  an  interest.     Somewhat  of  a 
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departure  from  the  usual  plan  was  made  at  the  last  meeting,  id 
having  the  Principal  and  Professors  of  the  Normal  School  conduct 
part  of  the  exercises.  This  and  the  teaching  of  the  illustrative 
lessons  are  calculated  to  be  of  great  value  to  those  who  have  never 
attended  that  school.  One  hundred  teachers  were  in  attendance,  and 
the  meetings  throughout  were  of  unusual  interest.  The  following 
programme  of  work  was  adhered  to  and  well  carried  out  r 

How  to*  Teach  Grammar.   ...  .^ ....  ^ Mfes  A.  G.  Jackson, 

Lesson  on  Mineralogy S.  E.  Cohoon. 

Elementary  Arithmetic. Prof.  F.  BE.  Eaton,  M.  A. 

History  and  Geography,  Sister  Studies. Miss  Emma  Ellis. 

How  to  Conduct  Class  Exercises Principal  J.  B.  Calkin,  M.  A 

Physical  Geogr  aphy Prof.  J.  B.  Hall,  Ph.  D. 

Prizes  and  Puniskments Geo.  J.  Miller,  Esq. 

English  Literature .Prof.  E.  M.  Kierstead,  M.  A. 

A  public  educational  meeting  was  held  in  Churchill's  Hall,  on  the 
evening  of  the  28th.  Prof  H.  W.  Smith,  B.  Sc.,  read  an  excellent 
paper  oi^  Agricultural  Education,  in  which  he  outlined  the  course  he 
intends  to  pursue,  in  his  department,  at  the  Normal  SchooL  He  was 
followed  by  addresses  from  Dr.  Allison,  Dr.  Hall  and  A.  McN.^ 
Patterson,  Esq.,  who,  in  a  brief  and  interestinff  manner,  set  forth 
other  phases  of  the  subject  of  Education.  The  large  audience 
listened  with  marked  attention  to  the  different  speakers. 

• 

The  teachers  are  much  indebted  to  yourself,  the  Professors  of  the 
Normal  School,  Professor  Kiersted,  of  Acadia  College,  and  other 
distinguished  gentlemen  present,  for  assistance  in  the  work  of  the 
Association.  To  the  teacher  who  wants  to  keep  in  line  with  the  new 
education,  these  meetings  are  invaluable ;  and  it  is  much  to  be  regretted 
that  all  teachers  do  not  regard  it  as  a  duty  to  attend,  and  aid,  when 
required  to  do  so  by  the  Executive  Committee,  in  sustaining  and 
increasing  their  usefulness. 

Nicholsville,  Hantsport,  Burlington  and  Mount  Pleasant  sections 
have  erected  new  houses  during  the  past  year.  Hantsport  has,  by 
building  a  house  for  two  departments,  and  reseating  the  principal  s 
room  in  the  main  building,  made  ample  room  for  five  departments, 
and  supplied  fine  accommodation  for  all  the  pupils  in.  the  Section. 
Burlington  has  also  built  a  house  for  two  departments,  and 
has  now  a  graded  school  in  operation.  The  building  is  neat, 
comfortable,  substantial  and  commodious.  Mt.  Pleasant  erected  a 
house  in  the  Halifax  portion  of  the  section,  and  so  far  finished 
it  as  to  use  it  for  a  summer  school.  Wolfville  has  made  extensive 
repairs  on  the  school  house,  improving  its  convenience,  size  and 
appearance.     Many  other  sections  have  repaired  less  extensively. 

Since  1880,  A.  D ,  27  school  houses  have  been  built  in  the  Counties 
of  Kings  and  Hants.     To  those  acquainted  with  the  appearance  of 
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the  school  houses  previous  to  the  New  School  Act  in  1864,  the  school 
houses  of  to-day  indicate  an  astonishing  improvement.  I  am  pleased 
to  state  that  the  teachers  and  trustees  are  awaking  to  the  importance 
of  improving  the  school  grounds  ;  and  it  is  not  an  uncommon  thing 
to  find  these  surrounded  by  ornamental  trees. 

School  Inspection, — All  my  time  is  devoted  to  the  duties  of  my 
oflBce.  The  correspondence,  the  payment  of  grants  to  teachers,  and 
the  preparation  of  statistical  tables  and  other  reports,  consume 
considerable  time.  The  work  of  school  inspection,  including  the  time 
spent  in  travelling  to  reaeh  the  schools,  occupies  the  remainder. 
During  the  year  I  made  445  official  visits  to  the  schools,  avera^ng 
from  1^  to  2  hours  each.  While  a  visit  of  1^  hours  is  perhaps  long 
enough  for  a  small  elementary  school,  it  is  far  too  short  to  make  a 
careful  examination  of  a  large  and  advanced  school.  One  thorough 
inspection  continued  three  hours,  or  through  the  day,  if  necessary, 
once  a  year  to  schools  not  changing  their  teachers,  would,  I  believe, 
be  of  more  advantage  to  the  teacher  and  the  school,  than  two  visits 
of  half  the  length  each.  One  hundred  and  ten  teachers  in  this  District, 
taught  the  summer  in  the  same  section  in  which  they  were  engaged 
in  winter.  Thus  it  may  be  seen  that  nearly  one-half  of  the  schools 
have  had  their  teachers  for  the  year.  I  would  suggest,  for  your 
consideration,  that  such  schools  be  inspected  at  least  once  a  year, 
and  that  the  teacher  and  trustees  be  required  to  fill  a  blank  form, 
giving  in  detail  all  information  needed,  for  the  term  on  which  no 
inspection  is  made,  this  is  to  be  sent  to  the  Inspector  before  the  close 
of  the  term.  Such  schools  as  these  could  easily  adapt  themselves  to 
one  term  in  a  year.  Many  schools,  however,  not  only  change  nearly 
all  their  pupils ;  but  find  it  necessary  and  beneficial  too,  for  various 
reasons,  to  change  teachers  each  term.  For  these  schools,  the  two 
terms  as  now  seem  preferable. 

Expenditure — While  many  sections  do  nobly  in  providing  for 
their  schools,  it  is  a  fact  that  too  many  do  not  vote  money  at  the 
annual  meeting  to  enable  the  trustees  to  make  such  improvements 
as  they  think  the  sections  need.  I  am  pleased  to  report  the  generous 
provision  made  at  the  last  annual  meeting,  by  the  following  sections, 
viz  :  Windsor,  $4000,  Kentville,  $1600,  Wolf  vile,  $1100. 

Expenditure  for  Schools  for  District  No.  5,  Compared  for 

Six  Years. 


Date. 

Provincial  Grant. 

County  Fund. 

Seetional  AMeameiit. 

Tota\. 

1880 

$16727.00 

$12843.00 

$33098.00 

$62668.00 

1881 

17169.00 

12843.00 

33152.00 

63164.00 

1882 

17512.00 

12843.00 

28578.00 

58933.00 

1883 

18271.00 

14047.00 

38233.00 

70551.00 

1884 

18566.00 

14047.00 

34621.00 

67234.00 

1885 

19113.00 

14047.00 

39860.00 

73020.00 

I  have  forwarded  to  you  reports  of  each  month's  work  and  now 
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send  Notes  of  Inspection,  Statistical  Tables  and  other  papers 
connected  with  the  schools  for  the  past  year,  to  which  I  invite  your 
attention  and  respectfully  submit  this  report. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant; 

COLIN  W.  ROSCOE. 
To  David  Allison,  Esq.,  LL.D. 

Superintendent  of  Education. . 


DISTRICT  No.  6.— ANTIGONISH  AND  GUYSBOROUGH, 

A.  G.  Macdonald,  Inspector. 
Sir,— 

My  acquaintance  with  inspectoral  work  is  so  brief,  dating 
only  from  May  last,  that  this,  my  first  report  on  the  state  of  the 
schools  and  education  in  this  District,  comprising  the  Counties  of 
Antigonish  and  Guysboro,  will  necessarily  be  less  exhaustive  than  I 
could  wish.  I  beg  however,  to  supplement  the  information  which  I 
have  already  furnished  you  from  time  to  time  on  educational  matters, 
with  the  following  observations ;  but,  before  doing  so,  permit  me  to 
recapitulate,  for  the  benefit  of  the  ordinary  enquirer  into  the  working 
of  our  school  system,  a  few  of  the  more  important  figures  contained 
in  my  Tables  of  Statistics. 

During  the  Winter  Term  of  the  school  year  ended  Oct.  31st,  last, 
there  were  75  schools  in  operation  in  05  out  of  81  sections  of  Anti- 
gonish County,  conducted  by  77  teachers  and  assistants,  classified  as 
follows: — 1  grade  A.,  male;  16  grade  B.,  15  males,  1  female;  31 
grade  C,  13  males,  18  females ;  and  20  grade  D.,  12  males,  17  females ; 
in  all  41  males,  30  females.  The  total  number  of  pupils  registered 
was  2982,  making  a  grand  total  days'  attendance  of  160029. 

During  the  same  term  there  were  73  schools  in  operation  in  63  of 
the  92  sections  of  Guysboro'  Co.,  conducted  by  as  many  teachers, 
classified  thus :  1  grade  A.,  male ;  11  grade  B.,  10  M.,  1  R  ;  22  grade 
C,  5  M.,  17  F. ;  39  grade  D.,  6  M.,  33  K ;  in  all  22  M.,  51  F.  Total 
pupils  registered  was  3160,  making  a  grand  total  days'  attendance 
of  160664. 

During  the  Summer  Term  there  were  S4f  schools  in  operation  in 
74  of  the  81  sections  of  Antigonish  Co.,  employing  85  teachers  and 
assistants,  classified  thus : — 2  grade  A.,  1  M.,  1  F. ;  15  grade  B., 
14  M.,  1  F. ;  32  grade  C,  13  M.,  19  F. ;  36  grade  D..  15  M, 
22  F. ;  in  all  43  males  and  42  females.  Total  number  of  pupils 
registered  was  3647,  and  the  grand  total  days  attendance  was  181752. 

For  the  same  term  there  were  85  schools  in  operation,  in  78  out  of 
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the  92  sections  of  Guysboro'  Co.,  conducted  by  as  many  teachers 
classified  thus : —  1  grade  A.,  male ;  7  gitide  B.,  6  M.,  1  F. ;  22  grade 
a,  4  M.,  18  F. ;  55  Grade  D.,  9  ML,  46  F. ;  in  all  20  males  and  65 
females.  Total  number  of  pupils  registered  was  3428,  making  a 
grand  total  days'  attendance  of  179837. 

Of  the  16  sections  having  no  school  in  Antigonish  Co.,  during  the 
winter  term,  the  following  ten  had  school  the  summer  term,  No.  7, 
Cape  George ;  No.  11,  Malignant  Cove ;  No.  30,  McAra's  Brook ;  No. 
16,  Brown's  Mountain:  No.  33,  Havre  au  Bouche;  No.  49,  West 
River ;  No.  52,  Cross  Roads,  Ohio ;  No.  55,  Big  Clearing ;  No.  58, 
Beech  Hill,  and  No.  80,  St.  Joseph's. 

Only  one  section — and  that  a  very  poor  and  sparsely  settled  one — 
of  the  number  having  school  during  winter,  closed  down  for  the 
fiuuiijier,  namely.  No,  79,  Morven.  On  visiting  this  section  last 
October,  I  succeeded  in  getting  the  school  re*established  for  both 
terms  of  the  current  year. 

Of  the  29  sections  that  were  without  school  during  the  Winter 
Term  in  the  County  of  Guysboro'  19  had  school  in  the  Summer, 
namely :  lu  Guysboro'  Municipality — No.  4,  South  Intervale  ;  No. 
7,  AlHer  River;  No.  11,  Ogden;  No.  12,  Salmon  River  Lakes;  No. 
29 J,  Birchtown,  (colored) ;  No.  33,  South  Merland ;  No.  39 J,  Sand 
Point;  No.  40,  Oyster  Ponds;  No.  45 J,  Coddle  Harbor;  No.  47, 
South  Harbor  ;  No.  52,  Reserve  Road,  (colored) ;  No.  64,  Gosbee ;  and 
in  St.  Maiy's — No.  5,  Lower  Caledonia;  No.  10,  Melrose;  No.  12, 
Greenfield  ;  No.  17,  Liscomb  Mills  ;  No.  18,  Middle  Liscomb ;  No.  24, 
St.  Mary's  River ;  and  No.  33,  Two  Mile  Lake. 

The  following  four  had  school  during  the  Winter  Term  only  :  No. 
19,  Lower  Liscomb;  No.  26,  Goshen;  No.  32,  Union;  and  No.  48, 
Giant's  Lake.  I  visited  these  sections  with  a  view  to  discover  the 
reasons  why  the  schools  were  closed.  In  the  first,  Lower  Liscomb, 
the  reason  assigned,  and  correctly  I  believe,  was  that  so  many  of  the 
children  of  the  section,  which  is  at  all  times  a  weak  one,  attended  upon 
the  fishing  during  the  summer,  that  there  were  few  indeed  left  to 
attend  school,  and  that  consequently  the  amount  derived  from  the 
County  Fund  would  be  so  small  as  not  to  warrant  the  engaging  a 
teacher  during  the  Summer  Term.  The  second,  Goshen,  had  not  yet 
replaced  the  school  house  burnt  down  about  two  years  since.  The 
trustees  wished  the  section  to  forego  a  school  for  the  summer,  so  that 
they  might  devote  their  energy  and  funds  wholly  to  the  erection  of  a 
new  building.  I  regret  to  say  that  they  did  not  carry  out  their  in- 
tentions, so  that  this  section,  one  of  the  wealthiest  in  the  District,  is 
still  without  a  school  house.  I  believe,  however,  that  preparations 
are  now  making  for  building  very  soon.  For  this  winter  a  rented 
building  will  be  used,  as  was  the  case  the  last  winter,  for  school  pur- 
poses. In  the  third.  Union,  or  Eight  Island  Lake  Section,  want  of 
funds  and  paltry  disagreements  among  the  people  deprived  the  chil- 
dren of  the  section  of  the  benefits  of  a  ficbooL  I  met  the  trustees  of  this 
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section  by  appointment  on  Sept.  12th,  and  matters  were  so  straight- 
ened out  as  to  make  the  opening  of  the  school  the  current  term,  with 
good  prospects  for  the  future,  possible.  The  fourth,  Giant's  Lake, 
had  no  school  for  want  of  funds  also.  The  section  is  sparsely  settled 
and  poor.  The  trusteas  informed  me  that  it  was  partly  in  anticipa- 
tion of  a  better  school  the  current  year  than  they  usually  have  that 
they  closed  down  for  the  summer. 

The  few  secticms  remaining  as  having  no  school  during  any  part 
of  the  year,  with  the  exception  of  three  or  four  that  are  extremely 
poor  and  with  but  few  inhabitants,  have  but  a  nominal  existence. 

As  accurately  as  I  could  discover  there  are  tracts  of  country,  here 
and  there,  in  most  cases  uninhabited,  or  rather  uninhabitable,  to 
which  a  name  and  a  number  were  given  at  the  time  the  present 
school  law  was  introduced, — they  are  merely  potential  sections. 

During  th  e  Summer  Term  I  visited  and  examined  all  the  schools 
in  the  County  of  Guysboro',  and  all  but  three  of  the  schools  in  Anti- 
gonish  Co.,  in  all  165  visits,  exclusive  of  visits  to  sections  not  having 
schooL  My  progress  in  many  parts  of  Guysboro'  County  was 
much  slower  than  I  anticipated  before  setting  out  on  my  tour  of 
inspection.  The  condition  of  the  shore  roads  is  such  that  travel 
is  difficulty  often  perilous,  and  always  slow.  West  Liscomb, 
Port  Beckerton,  Fisherman's  Harbor,  Seal  Harbor,  Coddle  Harbor 
and  Dover  Sections  are  accessible  only  by  boat  or  on  foot.  To 
visit  these  in  the  Winter  Term  will  be  next  to  impossible.  Two- 
new  school  houses  have  been  finished  exteriorly,  floored  and  fur- 
nished, with  new  seats  and  desks,  during  the  year — one  at  Seal 
Harbor,  and  one  at  Upper  Caledonia,  Guysboro'  County,  and  the- 
third  at  Upper  North  Grant,  Antigonish  County.  Repairs,  also, 
more  or  less  extensive,  including  the  completion,  interiorly,  of  two 
school  houses,  were  made  to  about  a  dozen  school  buildings.  I  regret 
to  say  that  the  school  house  at  Boylston,  Guysboro'  County,  was 
burnt  down  last  fall,  it  is  believed,  by  the  hand  of  an  incendiary. 
Quite  a  large  portion  of  the  rate-payers  of  this  section  have  been 
and  are  still,  agitating  for  the  division  of  the  section  into  two ;  and 
there  are  not  wanting  those  who  say,  I  hope  incorrectly,  that  the 
school  house  was  destroyed  to  remove  an  objection  to  the  proposed 
division. 

The  attendance  during  the  past  term  was,  on  the  whole,  satisfac- 
tory. The  scarcity  and  low  price  of  fish,  and  the  unprecedented 
depression  in  gold-mining  in  Guysboro',  forced  a  greater  number 
into  the  industry  of  berry -picking,  which  is  quite  an  extensive  one 
along  the  whole  Atlantic  slope  of  Guysboro'  County.  I  am  credibly 
informed  that  this  industry  was  the  most  profitable,  if  not  the  only, 
employment  within  the  reach  of  the  poorer  classes  during,  at 
least,  two  months  of  the  fall,  and  that  a  boy  or  a  girl  would 
earn  at  it  from  fifty  to  seventy -five  cents  daily.  Diphtheria,, 
also,  which  necessitated  the  temporary  closing  of  the  schools  in 
most  of  the  sections  along  the  Strait  of  Ganso,  towards.  Guysboro'„ 
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operated  unfavorably  on  the  attendance.  In  this  connection  I 
heg  to  say  that  generally  the  poorest  sections  have  evinced,  as 
far  as  my  experience  goes,  a  better  spirit  in  educational  matters 
than  their  more  favored  neighbors.  For  example:  Two-mile  Lake 
section,  with  only  five  ratepayers,  and  Middleton  section,  Ouysboro' 
-County,  with  only  four,  maintained,  all  things  considered,  creditable 
schools  last  summer,  while  <31enelg  section,  apparently  one  of  the 
wealthiest  and  most  intelligent  in  the  District,  closed  the  school  at 
vacation,on  the  plea  of  paucity  of  pupils,  though  the  average  attend- 
.ance  was  nearly  fifteen,  and  though  the  resident  clergyman  nmde 
-every  elBTort  to  keep  the  school  in  opeimtion  the  whole  time.  I  have 
met  some  trustees  who  weuld  indignantly  resent  the  charge  of  illit- 
eracy or  ignoraneeof  the  scliool  law,  if  preferred  against  them,  whose 
-conduct  woukl  lead  one  to  believe  that  they  weie  appointed  rather  to 
vfrustraie  than  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  Education  Act.  On  the 
alleged  plea  of  the  poverty  of  the  section,  or  the  smallness  of  the 
;attendanoe  -of  pupils,  they  say  they  cannot  undertake  to  engage  a 
teacher,  or  provide  sufiicient  facilities  for  the  children  of  the  section, 
-when  the  real  cause,  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  of  their  artful  and 
^censurable  conduct,  is  a  selfish  desire  to  avoidthe  payment  of  a  paltry 
school  tax. 

The  teachers  of  this  district  in  «  majority  of  cases,  both  in  the 
^aded  and  miscellaneous  schools,  are  well  qualified  for,  and  devoted 
to,  their  work.  That  the  school  miiTors  the  teacher  is  beyond  ques- 
tion. The  scholarly,  skilful, und  energetic  teacher  never  fails;  he 
may  have  gtea,t  <lifficulties  to  overcome,  but  to  him  they  are  not 
insuperable.  To  be  sure,  there  are  some  who  have  no  aptitude  for 
the  work,  but  is  it  not  so  with  eveiy  other  profession  ?  That  the 
outlook  augurs  well  for  the  good  teacher  and  ill  for  the  poor  one, 
may  be  learned  from  the  fact  that  the  demand  for,  and  Femuneration 
of,  the  best  teadiers,  are  yearly  increasing.  The  majority  of  the 
•graded  schools  and  many  of  the  miscellaneous  ones  are  doing  really 
excellent  work  I  am  convinced  of  this  from  personal  examination, 
from  the  success  of  candidates  coming  up  for  teachers'  licenses,  and 
from  the  confidence  they  enjoy  with  pupils  and  ratepayers. 

The  gradiTbg  though  fair  in  most  cases  is,  in  some  instances,  not 
<letermined  in  the  interests  of  the  school,  but  to  gratify  the  vanity 
or  folly  of  parents.  A  teacher,  so-called,  after  failing  to  get  a  school 
where  he  is  known  looks  abroad  for  one  and  is  successful.  Towards 
the  end  of  the  term,  to  ingratiate  himself  with  the  parents  of  the 
pupils  with  a  view  to  re-engagement,  he  takes  advantage  of  the 
popular  -delusion  that  advanced  book*  necessarily  mean  superior 
scholarship,  and  advances  the  struggling  classes  in  the  third  and 
fourth  readers  to  the  fifth  and  sixth  respectively; — and  great  is  the 
new  teacher  in  the  section!  The  teacher  who  is  guilty  of  such  a  pro- 
fessional crime  leaves  confusion  as  a  heritage  to  his  successor,  but  his 
freatness  is  not  calculated  to  last  long.  I  found  it  necessary  to  grade 
ackwards  in  a  few  cases,  with  instructions  to  have  no  more  grading 
until  I  should  ^^ain  visit  the  school 
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I  beg  here  briefly  to  refer  to  the  disadvantages  under  which  the- 
French-speaking  children  labor  as  compared  to  their  English-speak- 
ing neighbo)*s.  Indeed,  it  is  not  too  mueh  to  say  that  the  time 
spent  by  the  former  at  school  is  almost  wasted  when  no  conomunity 
of  language  exists  between  them  and  their  teacher,  which,  I  regret 
to  say,  is  almost  invariably  the  case  in  this  District.  Not  under- 
standing their  reading  lessons  nor  the  instructions  of  their  teacher 
they  learn  to  read  in  a  seemingly  afTected,  diill,  disagreeable  memo- 
tone  that  is  very  unlike  English  reading.  To  make  any  real  pro- 
gress in  the  study  of  arithmetic  when  they  do  not  understand  the 
book  or  the  teacher  is  simply  impossible,  and  so  with  English  gram- 
mar. I  can  bear  testimony  to  the  patient  and  pains-taking  endeavors 
of  the  teacher  in  charge  of  the  French -Acadian  schools  last  summer,, 
and  also  to  the  fruitlessness  of  these  endeavors.  The  natural  conse- 
quence of  such  a  state  of  things  is  discouragement  on  the  part 
of  both  teacher  and  pupil; — the  former's  work  becomes  perfunc- 
tory, and  the  latter,  tiring  of  merely  school  government,  becomes 
thoroughly  averse  to  what  he  finds  so  uncongenial  and  unprofitable. 
The  obvious  remedy  would  be  to  have  the  French  schools  conducted 
by  teachers  conversant  with  the  French  language,  or  better  stilly 
with  both  the  French  and  English  languages.  Such  teachers 
however,  are  not  available  in  this  District:  the  syllabus  of  teach- 
ers' examinations  is  too  formidable  a  barrier  to  be  easily  overcome 
by  any  but  the  English  scholar.  It  may  be  said  that  ineentiveiv 
to  the  general  study  of  the  English  language  are  necessary.  Be 
it  so — but  a  barrier  of  this  kind  cannot  be  an  incentive.  I  think 
it  will  be  'admitted  that  the  environment  of  the  French  -  Acadian 
in  English  -  speaking  Nova  Scotia  forms  a  sufficient,  and  the 
most  effectual,  incentive  to  the  study,  on  his  part,  of  the  English 
language.  Of  the  eleven  teachers  in  the  following  ten  sections, 
which  are  almost  exclusively  French,  with  over  600  registered 
pupils  during  the  last  term,  two  only  pretend  to  know  anything 
of  French.  The  sections  are: — Port  Felix,  Charlo'6  Cove,  Larry** 
River,  Monk's  Head,  Middle  Pomket,  West  Arm  Tracadie,  Big  Trae- 
adie.  East  Tracadie,  Hr.  au  Bouche  (graded  school,)  and  Back  Settle- 
ment Hr.  au  Bouche. 

In  concluding  this  Report  I  beg  to  tender  thanks  to  my  prede- 
cessor, who  resigned  the  position  from  failing  health  after  rendering 
valuable  service  for  over  forty  years  to  the  cause  of  education  in 
eastern  Nova  Scotia,  for  useful  advice  and  information,  —  to  the 
Commissioners  of  Schools  and  otheis  in  the  district  for  kind  offices: 
towards  me,  and  to  yourself  for  the  prompt  and  courteous  attention 
I  have  always  received  in  my  official  relatioi>s  with  the  Edueatioiv 
Office. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Yours  most  respectfully, 

A.  G.  MACDONALD, 

To  David  Allison,  Esq.,  LL.  D., 

Superintendent  of  EdvAiation^ 
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DISTRICT  No.  8*— INVERNESS  AND  VICTORIA. 

John  Y.  Gunn,  Inspector. 
Sib,— 

I  beg  respectfully  to  submit  the  following  Report  upon  the 
present  condition  of  Education  within  the  bounds  of  this  District  (No. 
8)  together  with  a  note  or  two  illustrative  of  the  progress  made  in  the 
Counties  comprising  the  field  of  inspection,  since  the  inception  of  the 
existing  School  Act,  and  especially  during  the  year  just  closed. 

By  glancing  over  the  map  of  Cape  Breton,  you  will  observe  that 
the  Counties  of  Inverness  and  Victoria  combined,  comprise  consider- 
ably  more  than  one-half  of  the  land  territory  of  the  whole  island — 
the  extreme  length  from  the  Strait  of  Oanseau  in  the  south  to  Bay 
St.  Lawrence  in  the  north  being  110  miles,  and  the  area  over  2500 
square  miles.  In  Inverness  the  face  of  the  country  is  undulating,  the 
roads  are  good,  and  travelling  is  comparatively  easy.  The  land  surface 
in  Victoria  is  much  more  rugged  and  elevated.  Here  are  the  loftiest 
elevations  in  the  Province — the  towering  "  Sugar  Loaf**  and  the 
mist-capped  "  Elnfume."  The  Bras  d'Or  waters  also  make  numerous 
indentations, — and  over  many  a  dark  winding  Cocytus  does  the 
plodding  ferryman  ply  his  weary  oar — contributing  not  a  little  to 
the  detention  and  annoyance  of  the  wayfarer  on  his  pilgrimage 
through  this  otherwise  fine  county.  The  southern,  central  and  north- 
eastern portions  of  Inverness  and  nearly  the  whole  of  Victoria  may 
be  said  to  be  exclusively  peopled  by  the  descendants  of  Scotca 
Highlanders — the  old  Spartan  pioneers  who  were  expatriated  from 
their  native  hills  more  than  half  a  century  ago.  There  is  an  Irish 
settlement  on  the  north-east  branch  of  the  Margaree  in  Inverness,, 
while  at  Ingonish  and  Bay  St.  Lawrence  in  Victoria,  and  at  Port 
Hood  Island,  Hillsboro*,  and  along  *the  central  north-east  Margaree 
and  Big  Baddeck,  the  people  are  largely  of  English  Loyalist  extrac- 
tion. Along  the  shore  of  the  northern  arm  of  the  Gulf  of  St.  Law- 
rence dwells  another  race  "with  other  customs  and  language,"  whose 
Acadian  fathers,  after  their  expulsion  fiom  Grand  Pre  in  1755,  were 
like  the  Trojans  of  old  "  tossed  about  by  sea  and  by  land,"  until  they 
finally  secured  quiet  and  peaceful  homes  among  the  fertile  valleys 
and  beautiful  plateaus  of  Margai^ee  and  Cheticamp. 

With  the  exception  of  the  rugged  hills  and  barrens  in  the  far 
north — the  undisputed  domains  of  the  moose  and  the  cariboo — the 
whole  of  this  expansive  region  has  been  within  the  last  few  years 
laid  off  with  a  view  to  the  educational  necessities  of  each  locality  into 
no  fewer  than  251  district  school  sections.  This  is  an  increase  of  7 
over  the  number  reported  in  1884^.  With  one  exception,  however, 
the  additions  recently  made  resulted  either  from  a  readjustment  of 
old  boundary  lines,  or  the  sub-division  of  sections  previously  exist- 
ing. To  the  School  Boards  to  whom  the  law  accords  the  initiative  in 
the  creation  of  school  sections,  a  lasting  debt  of  gratitude  is  due  for 

*  Owing  to  illDMtof  Inspector,  the  report  of  District  No.  7  was  not  received  in  time  to  permit  of 
pnblioatioa  in  ilt  lutaral  ordor.     Xt  will  bfr  (oand  foUoMviog  Hut  o(  Distriot  No.  10. 
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found  in  the  schools  adhering  most  closely  to  the  main  features  of 
the  Course.  It  has  made  the  schools  more  efiectiveby  giving  to  their 
work  a  "  definite  and  continuous  character."  The  pari  of  the  Course 
most  neglected  is  that  requiring  oral  instruction.  I  beliere,  when 
its  aims  are  properly  understood,  all  will  admit  that  this  neglected 
part  is  most  useful.  There  is  no  doubt  but  time  can  be  found  in  any 
school  for  considerable  oral  teaching.  The  preparation  for  thi» 
work  inspires  the  teacher  with  new  life  and  freshens  on  the  whole 
school.  Without  this  work,  both  teacher  and  school  become  prosy 
and  do  not  keep  pace  with  the  advancing  educational  pix>grei«8.  It 
may  require  activity  on  the  part  of  the  teacher  to  overtake  all  that 
is  demanded  from  him,  but  this  will  do  good.  Ekiliven  the  pupil 
and  give  him  an  earnest  desire  to  know,  and  bis  power  to  study  will 
be  much  increased.  The  day  is  upon  us  when  teachers  must  be  alive. 
The  little^  active,  inquisitive  children  to  be  taught  require,  and  mvLd 
liave  teachers  who  can  give  all  their  powers  play,  at  the  proper  time, 
and  in  the  right  direction.  Teachers  who  cannot  inspire  their  schools 
and  keep  them  up  to  a  fair  standard,  should  not  inflict  their  ser- 
vices upon  school  sections,  in  this  age  of  progress.  Let  me  say 
here  that  the  lessons  on  Useful  Knowledge  in  the  School  Readers, 
and  those  on  Animals,  Plants,  Minerals,  etc.,  etc.,  in  the  Course, 
should,  in  my  opinion,  receive  careful  attention  in  every  school, — 
even  the  most  miscellaneous.  The  thought  awakened  and  the  know- 
ledge acquired  in  the  performance  of  this,  will  so  aid  in  other  work, 
that  it  may  be  done  much  more  rapidly. 

In  1880,  1200  pupils  were  taught  Linear  Drawing,  n»>w  nearly 
3000  are  receiving  lessons  in  it.  This,  as  will  be  noticed  by  reference 
to  one  of  the  foregoing  tables,  is  not  one-third  of  the  number  enrolled. 
In  many  schools  it  is  never  attempt^.  Contrary  to  the  opinion  of 
Professor  Walter  Smith,  teachers  imagine  they  cannot  teach  it  with- 
out first  undergoing  a  thorough  training  and  drill  under  some 
competent  teacher  of  the  subject.  Notwithstanding,  I  think 
commendable  progress  has  been  made  in  this  department  for  the  time 
and  attention  given  to  it ;  especially  so,  since  comparatively  little 
attention  was  given  to  it  till  a  very  recent  date,  yet  I  believe  the 
number  now  receiving  instruction  in  it,  is  much  less  than  it  should 
be.  I  am  glad  to  notice  that  Botany  will,  in  the  future,  have  a  place 
in  the  Syllabus  for  Teachers'  Examinations  and  some  hope  such  pro- 
minence may  soon  be  given  to  Drawing,  so  that  instead  of  one-third, 
at  least  three-fourths  of  the  pupils  in  all  the  schools,  may  be  taught 
this  very  useful  branch. 

Qraded  Schools, — The  graded  schools  are  becoming  more  and  more 
popular;  and  when  they  are  required  by  the  number  of  children,  and 
the  financial  standing  of  the  section  will  admit  of  it, strenuous  eiforts 
are  made  to  establish  them.  At  the  head  of  these  schools  stand  the 
County  Academies.  At  the  commencement  of  the  Summer  Term  of 
1882,  the  High  Schools  of  Kentville  and  Windsor  were  coastituted 
County  Academies,  for  Kings  and  Hants  Counties,  respectively.  The 
Academic  Departments  of  these  schools  were  then  opened,  free  from 
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tsharge^  to  all  the  pupils  in  these  Counties,  who  passed  the  required 
examination  to  enter  them.  These  two  schools  have,  for  the  past 
>3J  years,  done  excellent  work^  For  the  past  year,  Mr.  E.  J.  Tory 
4iad  chai'ge  of  the  Academy  in  Windsor,  and  Mr,  Angus  McLeod  of  the 
>one  in  KentviUe.  These  schools  continue  to  i^eceive  and  deserve  the 
tjonfidence  of  the  people*  Both  of  them  have  fallen  into  line  under 
the  new  **  Act  to  Encourage  Academic  Education,**  and  have  passed 
the  required  entrance  examination.  By  this  examination  22  pupils 
"were  admitted  into  Windsor  Aeademy  and  33  into  Kentville.  These 
Clumbers  have  been  increased  by  a  supplementary  examination  to 
over  00  for  Windsor  and  over  50  for  Kentville,  A  second  grade  A 
teacher  has  been  employed  in  Kentville,  with  a  view  of  securing  at 
least  SlOOO  grant  for  the  Academy.  In  future  the  amount  of  Pro- 
vincial aid  wiU  d€|)end  upon  the  number  of  students  giving  evidence 
•of  having  performed  the  work  assigned  in  the  High  School  Course. 
The  school  in  Kentville  ha,s  grown  from  three  departments  in  1880, 
to  five  in  1885,  and  Windsor,  during  the  scwne  time,  has  added  four 
<lepartments.  The  school  has  now  ten  departments  in  operation. 
The  school  in  Hantsport  has  increased  from  three  to  five  departments, 
and  has  employed  a  grade  A  teacher  «5  principal,  A  claim  will  be 
Tnade  for  ^WQ  g<-ant  under  the  new  Aet  The  schools  in  Maitland, 
feerwiok  and  WoMfville  have  oach  three  departments,  and  the 
remainder  of  the  gradcMi  schools  are  composed  of  two  departments 
*each.  THe  number  of  graded  schools  for  the  past  winter  was  26, 
representing  67  departmerits,  and  the  number  in  summer  was  21, 
nepresenting  56  departnients.  The  schools  at  Three  Mile  Plain  and 
Burlington  will  be  graded  next  term,  and  the  people  of  St.  Croix  are 
taking  preparations  for  grading. 

These  schools,  with  few  'exceptions,  have  done  excellent  work. 
They  have  not  only  increased  in  number,  as  the  following  table  will 
sJiow,  but  have,  year  hy  year,  increased  in  efficiency.  They  merit 
«  more  -extended  -notice  than  space  at  mjr  disposal  will  allow. 


<3raded  Schools. 
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SUMM£R. 

No.  ^ 

Ncdf 

T\^^*^ 

No.  of 

No.  of 

VHte. 

Schoelg. 

^partmerfto.    : 

Date. 

•Schools. 

l>epartnients. 

1886 

17 

45 

1880 

13 

45 

1881    ' 

21 

52        : 

1881 

18 

48 

1882    . 

23        ' 

59 

1882 

18 

49 

1883 

21 

55 

1883 

16 

34 

1884    1 

25 

t32 

1884 

19 

52 

188» 

16 

67        1 

1885 

21 

53 
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The  increase  in  the  number  of  graded  schools — from  17,  with  45 
departments,  in  1880,  to  26,  with  67  departments,  in  1885,  for  the 
winter,  and  from  13,.  having  45  departments,  in  1880,  to  21,  having 
53  departments,  in  1885,  for  the  summer — is  to  me  a  pleasing  indica- 
tion of  gradual  and  sure  progress.  Improvements  may  be  made  in 
some  of  these  (1)  by  supplying  more  and  better  apparatus ;  (2^  by 
engaging  teachers  for  the  year,  instead  of  term;  and  (3)  by  securing 
teachers  adapted  to  the  primary  grades.  This,  of  course,  means  a 
greater  outlay  than  at  present,  but  it  means  more  than  a  correspond- 
ing return  for  all  the  outlay. 

The  miscellaneous  schools  are  doing  good  work.  Many  very 
small  schools,  kept  open  only  one  term  in  the  year,  are  a  great  boon 
to  the  section  in  which  they  are  sustained. 

There  is  a  gradual  improvement  in  teaching  the  various  branches 
of  study.  Perhaps  no  subject  is  more  carefully  taught  than  arith- 
metic. The  unitary  method  has  been  a  powerful  means  of  leading 
children  to  investigate  and  reason,  and  thus  help  them  over  the 
intricacies  of  arithmetic.  I  attribute,  in  a  large  measure,  the  progress 
we  have  been  able  to  show  for  the  past  five  years^  to  the  judicious 
use  of  the  prescribed  text-books  on  this  subject.  Grammar  is  taught 
orally  more  than  formerly.  When  the  new  text-book  was  introduced, 
teachers  and  pupils  found  it  a  little  diiSScult  to  adapt  themselves  to 
some  of  the  changes  made ;  but  as  they  became  familiar  with  the 
book  and  used  it,  as  it  was  intended  to  be  used,  good  progress  was 
made.  Heretofore  the  text-book  was  put  in  the  hands  of  children 
far  too  early.  They  need  to  know  a  good  deal  6f  grammar,  as 
well  as  other  subjects,  before  the  text-book  can  be  used  to  profit 
This  knowledge  should  be  gained  through  a  long-continued  course 
of  oral  lessons. 

Weak  Schools. — Kne  Woods  and  Five  Mile  Plains,  two  weak  sections 
composed  of  colored  people,  have  had  schools  for  a  part  of  the  year — 
the  former  for  6,  and  the  latter  for  10,  months.  A  school  has  also 
been  in  operation  to  accommodate  twelve  children  who  live  between 
Lake  George  and  Lake  Mills^  at  the  distance  of  4  miles  from  the 
school  in  either  of  these  sections.  The  school  was  kept  open  three 
months  and  will  be  continued  for  part  of  the  winter. 

Sections  having  no  School. — Six  sections  were  without  schools  of 
any  kind  throughout  the  whole  year,  viz.,  Conqueral,  North  River, 
East  Pereaux  Mt,  Crystal  Wave,  East  Uniacke  and  East  Noel.  The 
first  four  of  these  are  sections  only  in  name,  have  no  school-houses, 
and  are  accommodated  to  some  extent  in  other  sections.  East 
Uniacke  is  building,  and  has  voted  money  for  a  school  next  summer. 
East  Noel  was  in  an  unsettled  state  till  quite  recently.  The  house 
was  condemned  and  the  people  would  noiagree  upon  a  site  for  a  new 
one  that  the  Commissioners  would  sanction.  While  the  matter  was 
in  dispute — for  one  year — the  section  unwisely  closed  the  school  I 
am  pleased  to  learn  that  the  difficulty  has  been  arranged  by  a  com- 
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i)roinise;  the  school  will  be  open  for  the  winter  and  the  school-house 
ouilt  next  summer.  Knowing  these  circumstances  it  is  apparent 
that  the  number  of  sections  having  no  school  for  the  past  year  is  as 
Bmall  as  could  reasonably  be  expected. 

^  There  are  a  few  Sections  that  have  school  only  one  term  in  the 
^ear.  Among  these  are  some  that  could,  by  a  little  extra  exertion, 
'sustain  a  school  for  ten  instead  of  six  months  as  now.  This  would 
give  all  in  the  Section  an  opportunity  to  attend.  Few  Sections  can 
afFoixl  to  be  without  a  school  for  the  whole  of  either  of  the  school 
terms  without  iryustice  to  a  numl^er  of  pupils.  The  present  mode  of 
dividing  the  County  School  Fund  favors  these  weak  Sections,  and  in 
deciding  the  Sections  to  be  placed  on  the  **  poor  list,"  account  should 
he  taken  of  the  anrount  of  assessable  property,  the  number  of  children, 
the  kind  of  school,  and  the  length  of  time  the  Section  is  willing  to 
sustain  it  each  year.  These  poor  Sections  should  be  encouraged  to 
^expect  help  somewhat  in  proportion  to  what  they  are  willing  to  do 
for  themselves.  The  Boards  of  School  Commissioners  fix  the  property 
xjuaJification,  not  to  exceed  $10,000 ;  and  yet  many  Sections  assessed 
for  $5000,  can,  by  means  of  the  large  attendance,  sustain  a  school 
more  easily  than  other  Sections  assessed  for  twice  that  sum.  HVhen- 
ever  a  Section  receiving  special  aid,  capable  of  sustaining  a  good 
^school  for  the  full  year,  is  satisfied  with  a  poor  school  for  six  months, 
the  wisdom  of  continuing  it  on  the  poor  list  is,  to  say  the  least, 
doubtful. 

New  <Scdio>?^.— Petitions  will  be  presented  at  the  next  annual 
meeting  of  the  Boards  of  Commissioners,  for  the  formation  of  two 
new  Sections.  The  first  will  include  the  settlement  between  Lake 
George  and  Lake  Mills,  in  which  school  was  kept  last  summer.  To 
this  will  be  added  a  part  of  North  River  Section.  The  remainder 
will  be  attached  to  Lake  Mills  where  the  children  now  attend  school. 
There  will  thus  be  a  new  section  formed  without  increasing  the 
number  of  sections.  The  second  will  be  at  the  Rawdon  Gold  Mines. 
There  are  about  100  men— some  having  families — working  at  the 
mines.  The  children  of  school  age  number  20.  They  propose  to  put 
up  a  school  house  and  start  a  school  as  soon  as  they  are  formed  into 
a.  section. 

i'edchers'  Association.— ^The  Seventh  Annual  Meetincj  of  the 
Teachers'  Association,  for  this  District,  was  held  at  Hantsport,  on  the 
28th  and  20th  October  last.  This  Association  has  been  the  means  of 
great  benefit  to  the  teachers  attending  it.  Organized  in  1879,  it 
claims  to  be  the  first  one  established  under  the  new  Regulation  of 
Council.  Nothing  has  been  allowed  to  interfere  with  the  holding 
of  its  annual  meetings.  We  have  been  fortunate  to  have  the  head  of 
the  Educational  Department,  the  Superintendent  of  Education,  at- 
tend all  its  meetings  except  one. 

The  Written  papers  and  the  discussions  have  dealt  with  practical 
questions  in  which  eveiy  teacher  has  an  interest.     Somewhat  of  a 
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departure  from  the  usual  plan  was  made  at  the  last  meeting,  m 
having  the  Principal  and  Professors  of  the  Normal  School  conduct 
part  of  the  exercises.  This  and  the  teaching  of  the  illustrative 
lessons  are  calculated  to  be  of  great  value  to  those  who  have  never 
attended  that  school.  One  hundred  teachers  were  in  attendance,  and 
the  meetings  throughout  were  of  unusual  interest.  The  follo¥ring 
programme  of  work  was  adhered  to  and  well  carried  out  r 

How  to  Teach  Grammar ^ .Miss  A.  G.  Jackson. 

Lesson  on  Mineralogy S.  E.  Cohoon. 

Elementary  Arithmetic Prof.  F.  H.  Eaton,  M.  A. 

History  and  Geography,  Sister  Studies. Miss  Emma  Ellis. 

How  to  Conduct  Class  Exercises Principal  J.  B.  Calkin,  M.  A. 

Physical  Geogr  aphy Prof.  J.  B.  Hall,  Ph.  D. 

Prizes  and  Punishments Geo.  J.  Miller,  Esq. 

English  Literature Prof.  E.  M.  Kierstead,  M.  A. 

A  public  educational  meeting  was  held  in  Churchill's  Hall,  on  the 
evening  of  the  28th.  Prof  H.  W.  Smith,  B.  Sc.,  read  an  excellent^ 
paper  oi^  Agricultural  Education,  in  which  he  outlined  the  course  he 
intends  to  pursue,^  in  his  department,  at  the  Normal  School,  He  was- 
followed  by  addresses  from  Dr.  Allison,  Dr.  Hall  and  A.  McN. 
Patterson,  Esq.,  who,  in  a  brief  and  interesting  manner,  set  forth 
other  phases  of  the  subject  of  Education.  The  large  anidience 
listened  with  marked  attention  to  the  different  speakers. 

• 

The  teachers  are  much  indebted  to  yourself,  the  Professors  of  the 
Normal  School,  Professor  Kiersted,  of  Acadia  College,  and  other 
distinguished  gentlemen  present,  for  assistance  in  the  work  of  the 
Association.  To  the  teacher  who  wants  to  keep  in  line  with  the  new 
education,  these  meetings  are  invaluable ;  and  it  is  much  to  be  regretted 
that  all  teachers  do  not  regard  it  as  a  duty  to  attend,  and  aid,  when 
required  to  do  so  by  the  Executive  Committee,  in  sustaining  and 
increasing  their  usefulness, 

Nicholsville,  Hantsport,  Burlington  and  Mount  Pleasant  sections 
have  erected  new  houses  during  the  past  year.  Hantsport  has,  by 
building  a  house  for  two  departments,  and  reseating  the  principal  s 
room  in  the  main  building,  made  ample  room  for  five  departmei>ts, 
and  supplied  fine  accommodation  for  all  the  pupils  in,  the  Section. 
Burlington  has  also  built  a  house  for  two  departments,  and 
has  now  a  graded  school  in  operation.  The  building  is  neat, 
comfortable,  substantial  and  commodious.  Mt.  Pleasant  erected  a 
house  in  the  Halifax  portion  of  the  section,  and  so  far  finished 
it  as  to  use  it  for  a  summer  school.  Wolfville  has  made  extensive 
repairs  on  the  school  house,  improving  its  convenience,  size  and 
appearance.     Many  other  sections  have  repaired  less  extensively. 

Since  1880,  A.  D,  27  school  houses  have  been  built  in  the  Counties 
of  Kings  and  Hants.    To  those  acquainted  with  the  appearanee  of 
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the  school  houses  previous  to  the  New  School  Act  in  1864,  the  school 
houses  of  to-day  indicate  an  astonishing  improvement.  I  am  pleased 
to  state  that  the  teachers  and  trustees  are  awaking  to  the  importance 
of  improving  the  school  grounds  ;  and  it  is  not  an  uncommon  thing 
to  find  these  surrounded  by  ornamental  trees. 

School  Inspection. — All  my  time  is  devoted  to  the  duties  of  my 
office.  The  correspondence,  the  payment  of  grants  to  teachers,  and 
the  preparation  of  statistical  tables  and  other  reports,  consume 
considerable  time.  The  work  of  school  inspection,  including  the  time 
spent  in  travelling  to  reach  the  schools,  occupies  the  remainder. 
During  the  year  I  made  445  official  visits  to  the  schools,  avera^ng 
from  1^  to  2  hours  each.  While  a  visit  of  1^  hours  is  perhaps  long 
enough  for  a  small  elementary  school,  it  is  far  too  short  to  make  a 
careful  examination  of  a  large  and  advanced  school.  One  thorough 
inspection  continued  three  hours,  or  through  the  day,  if  necessary, 
once  a  year  to  schools  not  changing  their  teachers,  would,  I  believe, 
be  of  more  advantage  to  the  teacher  and  the  school,  than  two  visits 
of  half  the  length  each.  One  hundred  and  ten  teachers  in  this  District, 
taught  the  summer  in  the  same  section  in  which  they  were  engaged 
in  winter.  Thus  it  may  be  seen  that  nearly  one-half  of  the  schools 
have  had  their  teachers  for  the  year.  I  would  suggest,  for  your 
consideration,  that  such  schools  be  inspected  at  least  once  a  year, 
and  that  the  teacher  and  trustees  be  required  to  fill  a  blank  form, 
giving  in  detail  all  information  needed,  for  the  term  on  which  no 
inspection  is  made,  this  is  to  be  sent  to  the  Inspector  before  the  close 
of  the  term.  Such  schools  as  these  could  easily  adapt  themselves  to 
one  term  in  a  year.  Many  schools,  however,  not  only  change  nearly 
all  their  pupils ;  but  find  it  necessary  and  beneficial  too,  for  various 
reasons,  to  change  teachers  each  term.  For  these  schools,  the  two 
terms  a«  now  seem  preferable. 

Expenditure — While  many  sections  do  nobly  in  providing  for 
their  schools,  it  is  a  fact  that  too  many  do  not  vote  money  at  the 
annual  meeting  to  enable  the  trustees  to  make  such  improvements 
as  they  think  the  sections  need.  I  am  pleased  to  report  the  generous 
provision  made  at  the  last  annual  meeting,  by  the  following  sections, 
viz  :  Windsor,  $4000,  Kentville,  S1600,  Wolfvile,  $1100. 

expendirure  for  schools  for  district  no.  5,  compared  for 

Six  Years. 


Data. 

ProvlnoUl  Grant. 

County  Fund. 

Sectional  Assessment. 

Total. 

1880 

$16727.00 

$12843.00 

$33098.00 

$62668.00 

1881 

17169.00 

12843.00 

33152.00 

63164.00 

1882 

17512.00 

12843.00 

28578.00 

58933.00 

1883 

18271.00 

14047.00 

38233.00 

70551.00 

1884 

18566.00 

14047.00 

34621.00 

67234.00 

1885 

19113.00 

14047.00 

39860.00 

73020.00 

I  have  forwarded  to  you  reports  of  each  month's  work  and  now 
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send  Notes  of  Inspection,  Statistical  Tables  and  other  papers 
connected  with  the  schools  for  the  past  year,  to  which  I  invite  your 
attention  and  respectfully  submit  this  report. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant; 

COLIN  W.  ROSCOE. 
To  David  Allison,  Esq.,  LLD. 

Superintendent  of  Education. . 


DISTRICT  No.  6.— ANTIGONISH  AND  QUYSBOROUGIL 

A.  G.  Macdonald,  Inspector. 
Sib,— 

My  acquaintance  with  inspectoral  work  is  so  brief,  dating 
only  from  May  last,  that  this,  my  first  report  on  the  state  of  the 
schools  and  education  in  this  District,  comprising  the  Counties  of 
Antigonish  and  Guysboro,  will  necessarily  be  less  exhaustive  than  I 
could  wish.  I  beg  however,  to  supplement  the  information  which  I 
have  already  furnished  you  from  time  to  time  on  educational  matters, 
with  the  following  observations ;  but,  before  doing  so,  permit  me  to 
recapitulate,  for  the  benefit  of  the  ordinary  enquirer  into  the  working 
of  our  school  system,  a  few  of  the  more  important  figures  contained 
in  my  Tables  of  Statistics. 

During  the  Winter  Term  of  the  school  year  ended  Oct.  3Ist,  last, 
there  were  75  schools  in  operation  in  65  out  of  81  sections  of  Anti- 
gonish County,  conducted  by  77  teachers  and  assi.stants,  classified  as 
follows: — 1  grade  A.,  male;  16  grade  B.,  15  males,  1  female;  31 
grade  C,  13  males,  18  females;  and 29 grade D.,  12 males,  17  females; 
m  all  41  males,  3G  females.  The  total  number  of  pupils  registered 
was  2982,  making  a  grand  total  days*  attendance  of  160029. 

During  the  same  term  there  were  73  schools  in  operation  in  63  of 
the  92  sections  of  Guysboro'  Co.,  conducted  by  as  many  teachers, 
classified  thus :  1  grade  A.,  male  ;  11  grade  B.,  10  M.,  1  Y.)  22  grade 
C,  5  M.,  17  F. ;  39  grade  D.,  6  M.,  33  F. ;  in  all  22  M.,  51  F.  Total 
pupils  registered  was  3160,  making  a  grand  total  days'  attendance 
of  166664. 

During  the  Summer  Term  there  were  84  schools  in  operation  in 
74  of  the  81  sections  of  Antigonish  Co.,  employing  85  teachers  and 
assistants,  classified  thus: — 2  grade  A.,  1  M.,  1  F. ;  15  grade  B., 
14  M.,  1  F. ;  32  grade  C,  13  M.,  19  F. ;  36  grade  D.,  15  M., 
22  F. ;  in  all  43  males  and  42  females.  Total  number  of  pupils 
registered  was  3647,  and  the  grand  total  days'  attendance  was  181752. 

For  the  same  term  there  were  85  schools  in  operation,  in  78  out  of 
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the  92  sections  of  Quysboro'  Co.,  conducted  by  as  many  teachers 
classified  thus : —  1  grade  A.,  male ;  7  grade  B.,  6  M.,  1  F. ;  22  grade 
C,  4  M.,  18  F. ;  55  Grade  D.,  9  ML,  46  F. ;  in  all  20  males  and  65 
females.  Total  number  of  pupils  registered  was  3428,  making  a 
grand  total  days'  attendance  of  179837. 

Of  the  16  sections  having  no  school  in  Antigonish  Co.,  during  the 
winter  term,  the  following  ten  had  school  the  summer  term,  No.  7, 
Cape  George;  No.  11,  Malignant  Cove;  No.  30,  McAra's  Brook ;  No. 
16,  Brown's  Mountain;  No.  33,  Havre  au  Bouche;  No.  49,  West 
River ;  No.  52,  Cross  Boads,  Ohio ;  No.  55,  Big  Clearing ;  No.  58, 
Beech  Hill,  and  No.  80,  St.  Joseph's. 

Only  one  section — and  that  a  very  poor  and  sparsely  settled  one — 
of  the  number  having  school  during  winter,  closed  down  for  the 
fiuuiiaer,  namely.  No,  79,  Morven.  On  visiting  this  section  last 
October,  I  succeeded  in  getting  the  school  re-established  for  both 
terms  of  the  current  year. 

Of  the  29  sections  that  were  without  school  during  the  Winter 
Term  in  the  County  of  Guysboro*  19  had  school  in  the  Summer, 
namely :  In  Guysboro'  Municipality — No.  4,  South  Intervale  ;  No. 
7,  AHer  River;  No.  11,  Ogden;  No.  12,  Salmon  River  Lakes;  No. 
29i,  Birchtown,  (colored)  ;  No.  33,  South  Merland ;  No.  39  J,  Sand 
Point;  No.  40,  Oyster  Ponds;  No.  45 J,  Coddle  Harbor;  No.  47, 
South  Harbor  ;  No.  52,  Reserve  Road,  (colored) ;  No.  54,  Gosbee ;  and 
in  St.  Mary  s — No.  5,  Lower  Caledonia  ;  No.  10,  Melrose ;  No.  12, 
Greenfield  ;  No.  17,  Liscomb  Mills  ;  No.  18,  Middle  Liscomb;  No.  24, 
St.  Mary's  River  ;  and  No.  33,  Two  Mile  Lake. 

The  following  four  had  school  during  the  Winter  Term  only  :  No. 
19,  Lower  Liscomb;  No.  26,  Goshen;  No.  32,  Union;  and  No.  48, 
Giant's  Lake.  I  visited  these  sections  with  a  view  to  discover  the 
reasons  why  the  schools  were  closed.  In  the  first,  Lower  Liscomb, 
the  reason  assigned,  and  correctly  I  believe,  was  that  so  many  of  the 
children  of  the  section,  which  is  at  all  times  a  weak  one,  attended  upon 
the  fishing  during  the  summer,  that  there  were  few  indeed  left  to 
attend  school,  and  that  consequently  the  amount  derived  from  the 
County  Fund  would  be  so  small  as  not  to  warrant  the  engaging  a 
teacher  during  the  Summer  Term.  The  second,  Goshen,  had  not  yet 
replaced  the  school  house  burnt  down  about  two  years  since.  The 
trustees  wished  the  section  to  forego  a  school  for  the  summer,  so  that 
they  might  devote  their  energy  and  funds  wholly  to  the  erection  of  a 
new  building.  I  regret  to  say  that  they  did  not  carry  out  their  in- 
tentions, so  that  this  section,  one  of  the  wealthiest  in  the  District,  is 
fitill  without  a  school  house.  I  believe,  however,  that  preparations 
are  now  making  for  building  very  soon.  For  this  winter  a  rented 
building  will  be  used,  as  was  the  case  the  last  winter,  for  school  pur- 
poses. In  the  third.  Union,  or  Eight  Island  Lake  Section,  want  of 
funds  and  paltry  disagreements  among  the  people  deprived  the  chil- 
dren of  the  section  of  the  benefits  of  a  schooL  I  met  the  trustees  of  this 
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section  by  appointment  on  Sept.  12th,  and  matters  were  so  straight- 
ened out  as  to  make  the  opening  of  the  school  the  current  term,  with 
^ood  prospects  for  the  future,  possible.  The  fourth,  Giant's  Lake, 
had  no  school  for  want  of  funds  also.  The  section  is  sparsely  settled 
and  poor.  The  trustees  informed  me  that  it  was  partly  in  anticipa- 
tion of  a  better  school  the  current  year  than  they  usually  have  that 
they  closed  down  for  the  summer. 

The  few  sections  remaining  as  having  no  school  during  any  part 
of  the  year,  with  the  exception  of  three  or  four  that  are  extremely 
poor  and  with  but  few  inhabitants,  have  but  a  nominal  existence. 

As  accurately  as  I  could  discover  there  are  tracts  of  country,  here 
and  there,  in  most  cases  uninhabited,  or  rather  uninhabitable,  to 
which  a  name  and  a  number  were  given  at  the  time  the  present 
school  law  was  introduced, — they  are  merely  potential  sections. 

Dui*ing  th  e  Summer  Term  I  visited  and  examined  all  the  schools 
in  the  County  of  Guysboro',  and  all  but  three  of  the  schools  in  Anti- 
gonish  Co.,  in  all  165  visits,  exclusive  of  visits  to  sections  not  having 
schooL  My  progress  in  many  parts  of  Guysboro'  County  was 
much  slower  than  I  anticipated  before  setting  out  on  my  tour  of 
inspection.  The  condition  of  the  shore  roads  is  such  that  travel 
is  diflBculi,  often  perilous,  and  always  slow.  West  Liscomb, 
Port  Beckerton,  Fisherman's  Harbor,  Seal  Harbor,  Coddle  Harbor 
and  Dover  Sections  are  accessible  only  by  boat  or  onfoot.  To 
visit  these  in  the  Winter  Term  will  be  next  to  impossible.  Two 
new  school  houses  have  been  finished  exteriorly,  floored  and  fur- 
nished, with  new  seats  and  desks,  during  the  year — one  at  Seal 
Harbor,  and  one  at  Upper  Caledonia,  Guysboro'  County,  and  the 
third  at  Upper  North  Grant,  Antigonish  County.  Repairs,  also, 
more  or  less  extensive,  including  the  completion,  interiorly,  of  two 
school  houses,  were  made  to  about  a  dozen  school  buildinga  I  regret 
to  say  that  the  school  house  at  Boylston,  Guysboro'  County,  was 
burnt  down  last  fall,  it  is  believed,  by  the  hand  of  an  incendiary. 
Quite  a  large  portion  oi  the  rate-payers  of  this  section  have  been 
and  are  still,  agitating  for  the  division  of  the  section  into  two ;  and 
there  are  not  wanting  those  who  say,  I  hope  incorrectly,  that  the 
school  house  was  destroyed  to  remove  an  objection  to  the  proposed 
division. 

The  attendance  during  the  past  term  was,  on  the  whole,  satisfac- 
tory. The  scarcity  and  low  price  of  fish,  and  the  unprecedented 
depression  in  gold-mining  in  Guysboro*,  forced  a  greater  number 
into  the  industry  of  berry -picking,  which  is  quite  an  extensive  one 
along  the  whole  Atlantic  slope  of  Guysboro'  County.  I  am  credibly 
informed  that  this  industry  was  the  most  profitable,  if  not  the  only, 
employment  within  the  reach  of  the  poorer  classes  during,  at 
least,  two  months  of  the  fall,  and  that  a  boy  or  a  girl  would 
earn  at  it  from  fifty  to  seventy -five  cents  daily.  Diphtheria,, 
also,  which  necessitated  the  temporary  closing  of  the  schools  in 
most  of  the  sections  along  the  Strait  of  Canso,  towards  Guj'sboro',, 
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operated  unfavorably  on  the  attendance.  In  this  connection  I 
beg  to  say  that  generally  the  poorest  sections  have  evinced,  as 
far  as  my  experience  goes,  a  better  spirit  in  educational  matters 
ihan  their  more  favored  neighbors.  For  example:  Two-mile  Lake 
section,  with  only  five  ratepayers,  and  Middleton  section,  Ouysboro* 
'County,  with  only  four,  maintained,  all  things  considered,  creditable 
schools  la^t  summer,  while  Olenelg  section,  apparently  one  of  the 
wealthiest  and  most  intelligent  in  the  District,  closed  the  school  at 
vacation,on  the  pica  of  paucity  of  pupils,  though  the  average  attend- 
.ance  was  nearly  fifteen^  and  though  the  resident  clergyman  nmde 
-every  effort  to  keep  the  school  in  operation  the  whole  time.  I  have 
met  some  trustees  who  weuld  indignantly  resent  the  charge  of  illit- 
eracy or  ignoraneeof  the  scliool  law,  if  preferred  against  them,  whose 
-conduct  would  lead  one  to  believe  that  they  wei^  appointed  rather  to 
vfrustrate  than  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  Education  Act.  On  the 
alleged  plea  of  tlie  poverty  of  the  section,  or  the  smallness  of  the 
;attendanoe  -ot  pupils,  they  say  they  cannot  undertake  to  engage  a 
teacher,  or  provide  sufficient  facilities  for  the  children  of  the  section, 
-when  the  real  cause,  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  of  their  artful  and 
censurable  conduct,  is  a  selfish  desii«  to  avoidtbe  payment  of  a.  paltry 
school  tax. 

Hie  teachers  of  this  district  in  «  majority  of  cases,  both  in  the 
graded  and  miscellaneous  schools,  are  well  qualified  for,  and  devoted 
to,  their  work.  That  the  school  mirrors  the  teacher  is  beyond  <]ues- 
ti«)n.  The  sclwlarly,  skilful, And  energetic  teacher  never  fails;  he 
may  have  great  ^lifficulties  to  overcome,  but  to  him  they  are  not 
dnsuperable.  To  be  sure,  there  are  some  who  have  no  aptitude  for 
the  work,  but  is  it  not  so  with  eveiy  other  profession  ?  That  the 
outlook  augurs  well  for  the  good  teacher  and  ill  for  the  poor  one, 
may  be  learned  from  the  fact  that  the  demand  for,  and  Femuneration 
of,  the  best  teadiers,  are  yearly  increasing.  The  majority  of  the 
^graded  schools  and  many  of  the  miscellaneous  ones  are  doing  really 
excellent  work  I  am  convinced  of  this  from  personal  examination, 
from  the  success  of  candidates  coming  up  for  teachers'  licenses,  and 
from  the  confidence  they  enjoy  with  pupils  and  ratepayers. 

The  gradiTbg  thou^  fair  in  most  cases  is,  in  some  instances,  not 
determined  in  the  interests  of  the  school,  but  to  gratify  the  vanity 
or  folly  of  parents.  A  teacher,  so-called,  after  failing  to  get  a  school 
where  he  is  known  looks  abroad  for  one  and  is  successful.  Towards 
the  end  of  the  term,  to  ingratiate  himself  with  the  parents  of  the 
pupils  with  a  view  to  re-engagement,  he  takes  advantage  of  the 
popular  delusion  that  advanced  book«  necessarily  mean  superior 
scholarship,  and  advances  the  struggling  classes  in  the  third  and 
fourth  readers  to  the  fifth  and  sixth  respectively; — and  great  is  the 
new  teacher  in  the  section!  The  teacher  who  is  guilty  of  such  a  pro- 
fessional crime  leaves  confusion  as  a  heritage  to  his  successor,  but  his 
greatness  is  not  calculated  to  last  long.  I  found  it  necessary  to  grade 
^backwards  in  a  few  cases,  with  instructions  to  have  no  more  grading 
until  I  should  again  visit  the  school 


oS  BXFOBTB     OF    TV8FE0TOS8. 


I  beg  here  briefly  to  refer  to  the  disadvantages  under  which  the- 
French-speaking  children  labor  as  compared  to  their  English-speak- 
ing neighboi*s.  Indeed,  it  is  not  too  mueh  to  say  that  the  time 
spent  by  the  former  at  school  is  almost  wasted  when  no  community 
of  language  exists  between  them  and  their  teacher,  which,  I  regret 
to  say,  is  almost  invariably  the  c€tse  in  this  District.  Not  under- 
standing their  reading  lessons  nor  the  instructions  of  their  teacher 
they  learn  to  read  in  a  seemingly  affected,  dull,  disagreeable  mono- 
tone that  is  very  unlike  English  reading.  To  make  any  real  pro- 
gress in  the  study  of  arithmetic  when  they  do  not  understand  the 
book  or  the  teacher  is  simply  impossible,  and  so  with  English  gram- 
mar. I  can  bear  testimony  to  the  patient  and  pains-taking  endeavors 
of  the  teacher  in  charge  of  the  French -Acadian  schools  faist  summer,, 
and  also  to  the  fruitlessness  of  these  endeavors;  The  natural  conse- 
quence of  such  a  state  of  things  is  discouragement  on  the  part 
of  both  teacher  and  pupil ; —  the  former's  work  becomes  perfunc- 
tory, and  the  latter,  tiring  of  merely  school  government,  becomes 
thoroughly  averse  to  what  he  finds  so  uncongenial  and  unprofitable. 
The  obvious  remedy  would  be  to  have  the  French  schools  conducted 
by  teachers  conversant  with  the  French  language,  or  better  still, 
with  both  the  French  and  English  languages.  Such  teachers 
however,  are  not  available  in  this  District;  the  sj'llabns  of  teach- 
ers* examinations  is  too  formidable  a  barrier  to  be  easily  overcome 
by  any  but  the  English  scholar.  It  may  be  said  that  incentives 
to  the  general  study  of  the  English  language  are  necessary.  Be 
it  so — but  a  barrier  of  this  kind  cannot  be  an  incentive.  I  think 
it  will  be  admitted  that  the  environment  of  the  French  « Acadian 
in  English  -  speaking  Nova  Scotia  forms  a  sufiieient,  and  the 
most  effectual,  incentive  to  the  study,  on  his  part,  of  the  English 
language.  Of  the  eleven  teachers  in  the  following  ten  sections 
which  are  almost  exclusively  French,  with  over  600  registered 
pupils  during  the  last  term,  two  only  pretend  to  know  anything 
of  French.  The  sections  are: — Port  Felix,  Chariots  Cove,  Larry V 
River,  Monk's  Head,  Middle  Pomket,  West  Arm  Tracadie,  Big  Trae- 
adie.  East  Tracadie,  Hr.  au  Bouchc  (graded  school,)  and  Back  Settle- 
ment Hr.  au  Bouche. 

In  concluding  this  Report  I  beg  to  tender  thanka  to  my  prede- 
cessor, who  resigned  the  position  from  failing  health  after  rendering 
valuable  service  for  over  forty  years  to  the  cause  of  education  in 
eastern  Nova  Scotia,  for  useful  advice  and  information,  —  to  the 
Commissioners  of  Schools  and  others  in  the  district  for  kind  oflSces. 
towards  me,  and  to  yourself  for  the  prompt  and  courteous  attention 
I  have  always  received  in  my  official  relations  with  the  Edueatior^ 
Office. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Yours  most  respectfully, 

A.  G.  MACDONALD, 

To  David  Allison,  Esq.,  LL.  D.. 

Superintendent  of  EdvAXition^ 
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DISTRICT  No.  8*— INVERNESS  AND  VICTORIA. 

John  Y.  Gunn,  Inspector. 
Sib,— 

I  beg  respectfully  to  submit  the  following  Report  upon  the 
present  condition  of  Education  within  the  bounds  of  this  District  (No. 
8)  together  with  a  note  or  two  illustrative  of  the  progress  made  in  the 
Counties  comprising  the  field  of  inspection,  since  the  inception  of  the 
existing  School  Act,  and  especially  during  the  year  just  closed. 

By  glancing  over  the  map  of  Cape  Breton,  you  will  observe  that 
the  Counties  of  Inverness  and  Victoria  combined,  comprise  consider- 
ably more  than  one-half  of  the  land  territory  of  the  whole  island — 
the  extreme  length  from  the  Strait  of  Oanseau  in  the  south  to  Bay 
St.  Lawrence  in  the  north  being  110  miles,  and  the  area  over  2500 
square  miles.  In  Inverness  the  face  of  the  country  is  undulating,  the 
roads  are  good,  and  travelling  is  comparatively  easy.  The  land  surface 
in  Victoria  is  much  more  rugged  and  elevated.  Here  are  the  loftiest 
elevations  in  the  Province — the  towering  "  Sugar  Loaf*  and  the 
mist-capped  "  Enfume."  The  Bras  d*Or  waters  also  make  numerous 
indentations, — and  over  many  a  dark  winding  Cocytus  does  the 
plodding  ferryman  ply  his  weary  oar — contributing  not  a  litter  to 
the  detention  and  annoyance  of  the  wayfarer  on  his  pilgrimage 
through  this  otherwise  fine  county.  The  southern,  central  and  north- 
eastern  portions  of  Inverness  and  nearly  the  whole  of  Victoria  may 
be  said  to  be  exclusively  peopled  by  the  descendants  of  Scotch 
Highlanders — the  old  Spartan  pioneers  who  were  expatriated  from 
their  native  hills  more  than  half  a  century  ago.  There  is  an  Irish 
settlement  on  the  north-east  branch  of  the  Margaree  in  Inverness,, 
while  at  Ingonish  and  Bay  St.  Lawrence  in  Victoria,  and  at  Port 
Hood  Island,  Hillsboro*,  and  along  Hhe  central  north-east  Margaree 
and  Big  Baddeck,  the  people  are  largely  of  English  Loyalist  extrac- 
tion. Along  the  shore  of  the  northern  arm  of  the  Gulf  of  St.  Law- 
rence dwells  another  race  "with  other  customs  and  language,"  whose 
Acadian  fathers,  after  their  expulsion  from  Grand  Pre  in  1755,  were 
like  the  Trojans  of  old  "  tossed  about  by  sea  and  by  land,"  until  they 
finally  secured  quiet  and  peaceful  homes  among  the  fertile  valleys 
and  beautiful  plateaus  of  Margaree  and  Cheticamp. 

With  the  exception  of  the  rugged  hills  and  barrens  in  the  far 
north — the  undisputed  domains  of  the  moose  and  the  cariboo — the 
whole  of  this  expansive  region  has  been  within  the  last  few  years 
laid  off* with  a  view  to  the  educational  necessities  of  each  locality  into 
no  fewer  than  251  district  school  sections.  This  is  an  increase  of  7 
over  the  number  reported  in  1884.  With  one  exception,  however, 
the  additions  recently  made  resulted  either  from  a  readjustment  of 
old  boundary  lines,  or  the  sub-division  of  sections  previously  exist* 
ing.  To  the  School  Boards  to  whom  the  law  accords  the  initiative  in 
the  creation  of  school  sections,  a  lasting  debt  of  gratitude  is  due  for 

*  Owing  to  illnenof  Inspector,  th«  report  of  District  No.  7  was  not  received  in  time  to  permit  of 
pnblioatloa  in  ita  oataral  order.     It  will  b»  (oond  foUowiiig  that  ot  Distsiot  No.  10. 
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I  beg  here  briefly  to  refer  to  the  disadvantages  under  which  the- 
French-speaking  children  labor  as  compared  to  their  English-speak- 
ing neigh boi*s.  Indeed,  it  is  not  too  mueh  to  say  that  the  time 
spent  by  the  former  at  school  is  almost  wasted  when  no  community 
of  language  exists  between  them  and  their  teacher,  which,  I  regret 
to  say,  is  almost  invariably  the  case  in  this  District.  Not  under- 
standing their  reading  lessons  nor  the  instructions  of  their  teacher 
they  learn  to  read  in  a  seemingly  affected,  dull,  disagreeable  mono- 
tone that  is  very  unlike  English  reading.  To  make  any  real  pro- 
gress in  the  study  of  arithmetic  when  they  do  not  understand  the 
book  or  the  teacher  is  simply  impossible,  and  so  with  English  gram- 
mar. I  can  bear  testimony  to  the  patient  and  pains-taking  endeavors 
of  the  teacher  in  charge  of  the  French -Acadian  schools  last  summer,, 
and  also  to  the  fruitlessness  of  these  endeavors.  The  natural  conse- 
quence of  such  a  state  of  things  is  discouragement  on  the  part 
of  both  teacher  and  pupil ; —  the  former^s  work  becomes  perfunc- 
tory, and  the  latter,  tiring  of  merely  school  government,  becomes 
thoroughly  averse  to  what  he  finds  so  uncongenial  and  unprofitable. 
The  obvious  remedy  would  be  to  have  the  French  schools  conducted 
by  teachers  conversant  with  the  French  language,  or  better  still, 
with  both  the  French  and  English  languages.  Such  teachers 
however,  are  not  available  in  this  District;  the  sj'llabus  of  teach- 
ers* examinations  is  too  formidable  a  barrier  to  be  easily  overcome 
by  any  but  the  English  scholar.  It  may  be  said  that  incentives 
to  the  general  study  of  the  English  language  are  necessary.  Be 
it  so — but  a  barrier  of  this  kind  cannot  be  an  incentive.  I  think 
it  will  be  admitted  that  the  environment  of  the  French  -  Acadian 
in  English  -  speaking  Nova  Scotia  forms  a  sufficient,  and  the 
most  effectual,  incentive  to  the  study,  on  his  part,  of  the  English 
language.  Of  the  eleven  teachers  in  the  following  ten  sections: 
which  are  almost  exclusively  French,  with  over  600  registered 
pupils  during  the  last  term,  two  only  pretend  to  know  anything 
of  French.  The  sections  are: — Port  Felix,  Charlo'6  Gove,  Larry** 
River,  Monk's  Head,  Middle  Pomket,  West  Arm  Tracadie,  Big  Trae- 
adie.  East  Tracadie,  Hr.  au  Bouche  (graded  school^)  and  Back  Settle- 
ment Hr.  au  Bouche. 

In  concluding  this  Report  I  beg  to  tender  thanks  to  my  prede- 
cessor, who  resigned  the  position  from  failing  health  after  rendering 
valuable  service  for  over  forty  years  to  the  cause  of  education  in 
eastern  Nova  Scotia,  for  useful  advice  and  information,  —  to  the 
Commissioners  of  Schools  and  others  in  the  district  for  kind  offices 
towards  me,  and  to  yourself  for  the  prompt  and  courteous  attention 
I  have  always  received  in  my  official  relations  with  the  Edueatior^ 
Office. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Yours  most  respectfully, 

A.  G.  MACDOKALD, 

To  David  Allison,  Esq.,  LL.  D.. 

Sitperintendent  of  Education^ 
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DISTRICT  No.  8*— INVERNESS  AND  VICTORIA. 

John  Y.  Gunn,  Inspector. 
Sib,— 

I  beg  respectfully  to  submit  the  following  Report  upon  the 
present  condition  of  Education  within  the  bounds  of  this  District  (No. 
8)  together  with  a  note  or  two  illustrative  of  the  progress  made  in  the 
Counties  comprising  the  field  of  inspection,  since  the  inception  of  the 
existing  School  Act,  and  especially  during  the  year  just  closed. 

By  glancing  over  the  map  of  Cape  Breton,  you  will  observe  that 
the  Counties  of  Inverness  and  Victoria  combined,  comprise  consider- 
ably  more  than  one-half  of  the  land  territory  of  the  whole  island — 
the  extreme  length  from  the  Strait  of  Oftnseau  in  the  south  to  Bay 
St.  Lawrence  in  the  north  being  110  miles,  and  the  area  over  2500 
square  miles.  In  Inverness  the  face  of  the  country  is  undulating,  the 
roads  are  good,  and  travelling  is  comparatively  easy.  The  land  surface 
in  Victoria  is  much  more  rugged  and  elevated.  Here  are  the  loftiest 
elevations  in  the  Province — the  towering  "  Sugar  Loaf*  and  the 
mist-capped  "Enfume."  The  Bras  d*Or  waters  also  make  numerous 
indentations, — and  over  many  a  dark  winding  Cocytus  does  the 
plodding  ferryman  ply  his  weary  oar — contributing  not  a  little  to 
the  detention  and  annoyance  of  the  wayfarer  on  his  pilgrimage 
through  this  otherwise  fine  county.  The  southern,  central  and  north- 
eastern portions  of  Inverness  and  nearly  the  whole  of  Victoria  may 
be  said  to  be  exclusively  peopled  by  the  descendants  of  Scotch 
Highlanders — the  old  Spartan  pioneers  who  were  expatriated  from 
their  native  hills  more  than  half  a  century  ago.  There  is  an  Irish 
settlement  on  the  north-east  branch  of  the  Margaree  in  Inverness,, 
while  at  Ingonish  and  Bay  St.  Lawrence  in  Victoria,  and  at  Port 
Hood  Island,  Hillsboro*,  and  along  Hhe  central  north-east  Margaree 
and  Big  Baddeck,  the  people  are  largely  of  English  Loyalist  extrac- 
tion. Along  the  shore  of  the  northern  arm  of  the  Gulf  of  St.  Law- 
rence dwells  another  race  "with  other  customs  and  language,"  whose 
Acadian  fathers,  after  their  expulsion  from  Grand  Pre  in  1755,  were 
like  the  Trojans  of  old  "  tassed  about  by  sea  and  by  land,"  until  they 
finally  secured  quiet  and  peaceful  homes  among  the  fertile  valleys 
and  beautiful  plateaus  of  Margaree  and  Cheticamp. 

With  the  exception  of  the  rugged  hills  and  barrens  in  the  far 
north — the  undisputed  domains  of  the  moose  and  the  cariboo — the 
whole  of  this  expansive  region  has  been  within  the  last  few  years 
laid  off  with  a  view  to  the  educational  necessities  of  each  locality  into 
no  fewer  than  251  district  school  sections.  This  is  an  increase  of  7 
over  the  number  reported  in  1884.  With  one  exception,  however, 
the  additions  recently  made  resulted  either  from  a  readjustment  of 
old  boundary  lines,  or  the  sub-division  of  sections  previously  exist" 
ing.  To  the  School  Boards  to  whom  the  law  accords  the  initiative  in 
the  creation  of  school  sections,  a  lasting  debt  of  gratitude  is  due  for 

*  Owing  to  illncMof  Inspector,  th«  report  of  District  No.  7  was  not  received  in  time  to  permit  of 
pnblioation  in  ita  oatoral  order.     It  will  be  (oond  foUonriiig  tbAt  ot  Distsiot  No.  IQ. 
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their  long  continued  and  irksome  labors  in  connection  with  this 
department  of  the  public  service.  The  boundaries  of  all  the  sections 
in  Inverness  are  entered  in  the  Commissioners'  Record  Book,  and  are 
at  all  times  readily  accessible  for  reference.  The  Victoria  records  are 
more  or  less  in  a  muddle.  Those  entered  are  interspersed  through 
the  Commissioners'  Minutes,  and  all  traces  of  the  following  sections 
are  lost :— Nos.  3,  14,  27,  49,  51,  63,  67,  71,  72,  74  and  77.  In  expla- 
nation of  this  circumstance,  it  may  be  stated  that  much  documentary 
matter  appertaining  to  education  in  this  County  was  destroyed  by 
fire  several  years  ago.  Matters  should  not,  however,  remain  much 
longer  in  this  present  unsatisfactory  condition — and  to  avoid  contin- 
gencies which  may  arise  at  any  time  under  this  state  of  things  a 
Committee  of  the  local  School  Board  should  evidently  be  appointed 
to  draft  a  new  catalogue.  The  expense  would  probably  be  but 
trifling. 

In  the  whole  County  of  Inverness,  north  and  soatb,  there  were 
but  six  vacant  sections  during  the  year — while  there  were  six- 
teen in  Victoria.  This  is  a  good  shewing  for  Inverness.  It  would, 
however,  be  an  error  to  suppose  for  a  moment  that  Victoria 
yields  an  iota  to  its  sister  County  in  intelligence  and  public  spirit 
As  explained  in  previous  reports  many  of  the  sections  in  this 
County  have  merely  a  nominal  existence.  Many  of  the  localities 
are  poor,  and  in  others  the  children  of  school-going  age  are  so  few 
that  it  is  difficult  to  awake  their  parents  to  a  due  sense  of  their 
responsibilities.  Moreover,  a  number  of  the  sections  reported  vacant 
were  established  in  the  early  days  of  the  School  Act — mainly  with  a 
view  to  have  no  blanks  in  the  sectional  map  of  the  County — but 
with  no  expectation  of  seeing  schools  in  operation  in  them,  until  the 
natural  growth  of  the  population  should  afford  material  for  their 
support. 

School  Property, — ^The  aggregate  value  of  all  the  taxable  property 
in  the  District  is  over  two  million  of  dollars,  and  the  real  estate  in 
the  hands  of  the  educational  authorities  is  valued  at  $50,000.  In 
the  matter  of  improved  accommodation,  I  am  happy  to  say  the  trend 
is  upward  and  onward — twenty-one  new  buildings  having  been 
erected  during  the  year — 6  each  in  north  and  south  Inverness  and  9 
in  Victoria.  At  the  head  of  the  list  prominently  stands  the  new 
school-house  at  Hillsboro' — a  building  which  is  architecturally  a  credit 
not  only  to  the  section,  but  to  the  whole  County  as  well.  It  is  com- 
pletely finished  and  furnished  with  all  the  ordinary  modem 
appliances — globes,  a  complete  set  of  new  wall  maps,  an  unabridged 
Webster,  etc.  The  Hillsboro'  school  has  distinguished  historical 
traditions.  It  has  been  a  good  school  in  the  past,  and  under  its 
present  management  few  sections  anywhere  have  brighter  prospects 
for  the  future.  Much  credit  is  also  due  the  trustees  and  ratepayers 
of  B.  C.  Intervale,  Prairie  and  Cheticarap  Island,  in  the  County  of 
Inverness,  and  to  the  sections  of  McKinnons  Uarbor  and  Grand 
Narrows,  in  Victoria,  for  the  evidence  of  taste  displayed  in  the  style 
of  architecture  adopted,  and  especially  in  their  having  finished  and 
furnished  their  buildings  in  good  form.    The  total  expenditure  for 
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buildings  during  the  year  amounted  to  $3847;  and  at  the  last  annual 
meeting  provision  was  made  to  have  condemned  houses  either  le- 
placed  or  repaired,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  constituted  authorities. 
Money  votes  were  also  adopted  to  have  suitable  stiuctures  erected  in 
sections  created  at  recent  sessions  of  the  school  boards. 

School  attendance, — In  the  whole  district  there  are  10,000  children 
of  school  going  age,  and  the  names  of  9,000  pupils  of  all  ages  appear 
on  the  school  registei-s  of  the  past  year.  This  is  a  good  shewing, 
and  will  compare  favorably  with  the  school  enrolment  of  the  most 
enlightened  countries  on  this  continent.  The  Compulsory  Attend- 
ance Act  is  practically  superfluous  when  90  per  cent  of  all  the  chil- 
dren, between  5  and  15,  in  the  district,  are  enrolled. 

m 

Teachers*  Salaries, — It  is  gratifying  to  learn  that  the  gross  expen- 
diture in  this  direction  is  considerably  in  excess  of  previous  years. 
It  may,  however,  be  necessary  to  explain  that,  with  respect  to  the 
portion  of  salary  received  from  local  sources,  teachers  of  the  lower 
grades  occasionally  add  the  item  of  hoard  to  their  direct  receipts 
from  the  trustees.  In  the  annual  financial  abstracts,  trustees  are 
reported  to  have  disbursed  S25,290  in  the  supplemental  payments  of 
teachers'  salaries.  This  amount  was  derived  from  the  following 
sources :  County  Fund,  $11,434  ;  direct  taxation^  $13,856  ;  and  was 
distributed  as  follows : 

WINTER  TERM: 

Inverness $  8564  00 

Victoria 3581  00 

$12145  00 

SUMMER  TEl^M: 

Inverness $  8899  00 

Victoria 4246  00 


$13145  00 


Inclusive  of  the  apportionment  from  the  Provincial  treasury, 
teachers  of  the  first  class  were  paid  at  the  rate  of  $320  per  annum 
in  Inverness,  and  $370  in  Victoria  ;  and  teachers  of  grade  C  and  D, 
in  both  Counties,  averaged  salaries  of  $235  a  year  for  the  former, 
and  $165  for  the  latter.  These  figures,  though  not  high,  cannot  be 
strictly  called  low.  When  it  is  considered  that  teachers  are  actually 
employed  in  a  public  capacity  only  for  five  hours  each  day,  and  but 
five  days  in  the  week,  together  with  the  fact  that  they  are  allowed 
six  weeks'  vacation,  and  are  paid  in  cash  at  the  expiration  of  each 
school  term — it  appears  to  me  the  salaries  paid  them,  as  a  class, 
are  by  no  means  contemptible. 

Schools  in  operation, — In  the  whole  District  there  were  229 
schools  in  operation  during  the  year.  And  in  each  of  the  sub- 
districts  there  were  during  the 
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WINTER  TERM: 

83  Schools in S.  Inverness, 

50       "       " N.  Inverness, 

65        "       " Victoria, 

shewing  the  number  in  session  during  the  term  to  have  been  198. 

Adopting  a  similar  line  of  classification,  it  will  be  observed  that 
there  has  been  a  comparatively  large  number  of  additional  schools 
open  during  the  following 

SUMMER  TERM: 

■ 

S.  Inverness 98 

N.  Inverness 53 

Victoria 72 

making  a  total  of  223  schools  in  session  within  the  District  during 
the  term — a  large  increase  over  the  number  in  operation  daring  the 
previous  Winter  Term,  and  over  the  corresponding  terms*  of  previous 
years. 

Higher  Grad^  of  the  Staff. — An  analysis  of  the  professional  stand- 
ing of  the  teachers  employed  each  term,  shews  a  gratifying  numerical 
increase  of  the  higher  grades  during  the  Summer  Term.  During 
the  Winter  Term  there  were  but  15  teachers  of  Grades  A  and  B 
employed  in  Inverness  and  7  in  Victoria.  But  during  the  following 
Summer  fresh  reinforcements  were  received  from  various  local  and 
extrainsular  sources,  increasing  the  number  and  general  eflBciency  of 
the  higher  grades  in  the  profession  of  both  Counties — there  being 
this  term  21  teachers  of  Grades  A  and  B  in  Inverness  and  8  in 
Victoria. 

As  a  whole,  the  professional  status  of  the  fraternity  is  steadily 
advancing  from  term  to  term  and  from  year  to  year.  But  in  this,  as 
in  other  avocations,  it  is  unreasonable  to  expect  that  all  who  enter 
the  lists  should  succeed  in  winning  the  prize  of  success.  The  last 
decade  has  witnessed  many  improvements  in  our  system  of  educa- 
tion. Improved  methods  and  new  subjects  have  been  introduced 
into  the  curriculum  of  studies,  and  higher  professional  standards  are 
looked  for.  Many  of  the  teachers  here  and  elsewhere  who  obtained 
their  credentials  under  the  regime  of  possibly  a  more  lenient  admin- 
istration, and  who  did  fairly  good  work  in  their  day,  are  now,  to  say 
the  least,  less  competent  than  their  confreres  who  obtained  their 
laurels  under  more  stringent  standards.  Our  schools  should  be  con- 
ducted on  strict  business  principles ;  and  trustees  should  discharge 
their  official  duties  without  fear  or  favor.  In  other  callings  wither- 
ing ridicule  would  be  visited  upon  a  selection  from  considerations  of 
charity  or  personal  friendship.  Equally  absurd  is  it  to  make  onr 
pchools  an  asylum  for  incompetency,  merely  from  a  desire  to  relieve 
the  unfortunate  or  to  satisfy  one's  own  personal  predilections. 
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Teachers*  ExamiThation. — As  announced  in  a  previous  report,  with 
the  object  of  inspiring  a  more  lively  interest  in  educational  affairs 
and  exciting  a  spirit  of  competition  among  the  teachers  and  pupils  of 
the  public  Schools,  I  have  decided,  with  your  approbation,  to  publish 
henceforth  in  the  Annual  School  Report  a  roll  of  honour  list  contain^ 
ing  the  names  of  the  teachers  in  each  sub«^district  of  this  field  of 
inspection  who  may  be  most  successful  in  preparing  candidates  for 
the  public  examinations  of  the  Province.  The  most  of  the  successful 
applicants  in  South  Inverness  were  prepared  in  the  County  Academy 
at  Hawkesbury,  and  in  the  schools  of  Hastings,  Port  Hood  and 
Mabou  Bridge.  The  greatest  success  having  been  obtained  by  the 
Hastings  school,  James  M.  McLean,  Principal,— 8  candidates,  of 
whom  4  were  for  Grade  C,  all  successful,  with  averages  varying  from 
60  to  70.  In  North  Inverness  the  lead  was  taken  by  the  pupils  of 
Munroe  and  Margaree  Forks  Schools,  the  former  under  the  manage- 
ment of  Mr.  L.  J.  Tingley,  and  the  latter  of  Messrs.  P.  Coady  and 
R.  C.  McLeod.  In  Victoria  the  County  Academy  and  the  Englishtown 
School  led  the  van— the  Academy  with  2  B  candidates,  both  success- 
ful, and  5  Cs,  of  whom  4  were  successful  in  obtaining  the  grade 
applied  for  and  the  ffth  made  the  necessary  average,  but  fell  below 
the  standard  in  the  matter  of  '*  school  management."  Messrs.  L.  J. 
Ingram  and  James  C.  McLean  taught  in  the  Englishtown  School — ■ 
Mr.  Ingram  in  the  Winter  Term  and  Mr,  McLean  during  the  follow- 
ing Summer.  Four  candidates  applied — all  successful — one  of  the 
number,  Mr.  Murdock  D.  Morrison,  having  made  an  average  of  83.3, 
thus  leading  the  third  class  successful  applicants  for  the  whole 
Province. 

The  Teachers*  Association  may  be  regarded  as  one  of  our  perman- 
ent institutions.  All  classes  and  conditions  of  society  admit  its  value 
as  a  most  useful  and  potent  agency  for  the  improvement  of  all  the 
teachers  in  the  District,  and  for  the  diffusion  of  advanced  public 
sentiment  upon  the  subject  of  popular  education.  The  recent  meet- 
ing held  in  the  Village  of  Whycocomagh  was  largely  attended,  and 
the  friends  of  education  in  the  locality  evinced  much  interest  in  the 
proceedings  throughout.  On  Thursday  papers  were  read  by  Mr, 
McLeod  Harvey  of  Whycocomagh  School,  and  by  Mr.  R.  C.  McCharles 
of  Middle  River.  And  in  the  evening  the  Superintendent  of 
Education  addressed  a  large  and  appreciative  audience  in  the  Village 
Public  Hall.  On  Friday  forenoon  a  paper  was  read  by  Mr.  J.  \V. 
McDougall  of  the  Port  Hood  School,  and  an  address  was  delivered 
by  Mr.  D.  D.  McKenzie  of  Argyle.  In  the  afternoon  the  views  of 
members  on  various  educational  topics  were  ventilated  and  discussed. 
New  methods  of  instruction  were  introduced,  and  the  gentlemen 
present  who  read  papers  and  delivered  viva  voce  addresses  received 
valuable  lessons  in  self -control,  listening  to  the  untrammelled  criticism 
which  their  productions  evoked.  Mr.  Geo.  Patterson,  formerly  Prin- 
cipal of  the  Baddeck  Academy,  closed  this  session  of  the  Convention 
with  an  excellent  paper  on  the  "  Sunshine  and  Shadows  of  the 
Teacher's  Life." 
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In  my  visits  of  inspection,  I  have  had  ample  opportunities  of 
testing  the  extent  to  which  the  judicious  classification  of  school  work 
has  been  carried  out. 

In  all  the  schools  making  any  pretensions  to  character  and  efficiency 
the  provisions  of  the  Course  of  Study  are  observed,  either  partially 
or  in  toto.  Even  in  schools  of  an  exceptionally  miscellaneoas 
description,  having  a  regular  programme  of  school  work,  it  is  found 
to  impart  symmetry  and  completeness ;  and  in  schools  in  which  no 
honest  effort  is  made  in  this  direction,  the  teachers  are  either  grossly 
incapable,  or  are  but  temporarily  engaged  in  the  work,  having  no 
appreciable  interest  in  their  professional  reputation. 

Harmony  and  unity  of  action  are  essential  to  the  permanent 
success  of  our  public  school  system,  and  altho'  many  of  our  teachers 
may  not  have  the  necessary  qualifications  to  impart  oral  instruction 
with  intelligence  and  aptitude,  any  person  to  whom  the  charge  of 
children  is  entrusted  can  insist  upon  his  pupils,  from  the  lowest  form 
upwards,  reproduciTig  the  eubstance  of  toe  lesson  recited.  The  value 
of  this  exercise  in  training  the  faculties  of  description  and  memory,  and 
in  facilitating  fluency  and  accuracy  of  expression,  can  hai*dly  be 
overestimated. 

The  County  Academies. — The  temporary  retirement  from  active 
duty  of  Mr.  Forsyth,  the  genial  and  talented  Principal  of  the  Hawkes- 
bury  Academy,  is  a  matter  of  much  regret  to  myself  personally, 
and,  indeed,  to  every  person  who  enjoyed  the  pleasure  of  his  acquaint- 
anceship. Miss  Skinner,  of  the  intermediate  department,  has  also 
resigned;  but  Miss  Condon  continues  in  charge  of  the  elementary. 
The  institution  may  be  said  to  be  now  entirely  in  new  hands,  and  it 
is  to  be  hoped  that  in  the  future,  as  in  the  past,  it  may  continue 
"prospering  and  to  prosper."  As  Principal  of  the  Baddeck  Academy, 
Mr.  Jones,  in  the  face  of  many  difficulties,  laboured  faithfully  and 
successfully.  His  senior  class  in  Latin  and  French  would  reflect  no 
discredit  on  any  similar  institution  in  the  Province.  The  success  of 
all  the  departments  would,  however,  have  been  more  marked  had 
the  trustees  and  ratepayers  given  a  larger  share  of  their  Tiioral 
support  to  the  school  as  a  whole.  Without  this  cooperation  an  angel 
from  heaven  would  fail  to  satisfy  or  benefit  the  children  of  fault- 
finding parents.  This  is  a  matter  which  should  be  remembered  by 
the  representative  officials  of  sections  everywhere.  Miss  Jost  has  been 
reinstated  in  the  intermediate  department  The  Principal  and 
teachers  of  the  preparatory  and  elementary  department  enter  on 
their  duties  in  this  district  for  the  first  time,  and  under  auspices, 
as  I  understand,  of  an  exceptionally  favourable  character. 

The  Micmac  Schools  at  VVhycocomah  and  Middle  River  enlist  my 
warmest  sympathies.  The  Dominion  Government  has  provided 
handsomely  for  the  personal  comfort  of  the  pupils.  Good  substan- 
tial buildings  have  Deen  erected,  and  all  the  furniture,  apparatus, 
books  and  maps  required  have  been  supplied.      That   the  poor  Mic- 
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macs  should  at  all  compete  with  the  Canadian  invaders  of  their  soil 
in  asserting  their  right  to  participate  in  the  educational  advantages 
which  the  school  law  so  freely  provides,  indicates  the  approach 
of  the  "Good  time  coming  when  the  reign  of  law  and  order  will  be 
inaugurated  and  darkness  and  ignorance  will  be  dissipated." 
Owing  to  the  migrating  habits  of  the  race  the  school  attendance, 
in  the  summer  season  especially,  is  very  irregular;  but  it  is  delight- 
ful to  observe  how  much  real  progress  has  been  made  when  one  con^ 
aiders  that  all  the  instruction  imparted  is  given  in  a  language  essen- 
tially foreign  to  the  pupils.  Reading,  writing,  the  fundamental  rules 
of  arithmetic,  and  the  elements  of  Nova  Scotia  and  Canadian  geo- 
graphy, are  taught  with  a  fair  degree  of  success.  And  when  detach- 
ments of  the  tribe  are  away  on  their  periodical  tramps  to  other  parts 
of  the  Province,  they  can  now  correspond  with  their  friends  at  home. 
This  is  a  marvellous  stride  for  "the  poor  Indian,  whose  untutored 
mind"  is  now  for  the  first  time,  in  this  district^  trained  to  an  intelli- 
gent discharge  of  his  duties  as  a  citizen. 


As  to  our  present  condition  and  prospects  in  the  future,  it  is 
necessary  to  direct  your  attention  to  the  results  of  the  recent 
teachers'  examinations.  The  number  of  candidates  was  larger  than 
usual,  the  pecuniary  proceeds  were  greater,  and  taking  all  the 
stations  together,  the  number  of  successful  applicants  was  consider- 
ably in  excess  of  any  previous  examination  held  in  this  District 
under  existing  standards.  With  respect  to  direct  results,  I  may  say 
that  the  name  of  an  additional  teacher  of  grade  A.  has  been  entered 
on  the  "  Teachers'  Roll  "  ;  and  6  B*s  have  been  added,  together  with 
a  score  or  more  of  the  lower  grades.  I  trust  the  recent  accessions 
will  be  found  sufficient  to  restore  breaches  in  the  ranks  caused  by 
natural  "  wear  and  tear,"  and  that  many,  very  many,  of  the  so-caleld 
"  Permissives  "  may  be  supplanted. 

The  distinctive  feature,  however,  of  our  educational  system  is  that 
the  law  accords  the  fullest  recognition  to  the  substantial  validity  of 
the  American  maxim,  that  "  all  men  are  bom  free  and  equal."  Rich 
and  poor  enter  the  lists  on  terms  of  perfect  equality,  and  the  school- 
boy who  is  the  fortunate  possessor  of  "  a  sound  mind  in  a  sound  body," 
is  on  the  "  royal  road  to  success."  Every  strath  and  hill  and  dale  in 
the  District  has  its  little  school-house  in  which  our  future  members 
of  the  learned  professions,  merchants  and  legislators  receive  a  common 
school  education  which  can  afterwards  be  supplemented  ad  libitum 
in  any  of  the  excellent  local  graded  schools  or  District  academies. 
The  keys  of  knowledge  are  thus  placed  within  easy  reach  of  every 
child  in  the  country.  This  is  truly  a  measure  of  educational 
prosperity  which  past  generations  never  dreamed  of. 

I  beg  respectfully  to  suggest: — 

(1.)  That  the  Annual  School  Meeting  should  be  held  on  the  first 
Monday  of  August. 

(2.)     That  the  school  year  should  commence  on  the  first  Monday 
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x)t  October,  and  continue  \^ithout  interruption»  with  the  exception  of 
the  customary  Christmas  holidays^  until  the  last  week  in  July. 

(3.)  That  the  Teachers*  Examination  begin  on  the  first  Tuesday 
t)f  August 

(4.)  That  the  Provincial  Grant  and  apportionment  of  County 
Fund  be  paid  teachers  and  trustees  semi-annually. 

(5.)  When  school  sections  are  sub-divided,  that  on  and  after  the 
Annual  Meeting  each  portion  be  considered  in  a  nev)  section,  and  that 
the  trustees  of  the  section  in  which  the  school-house  is  situated  be 
the  authorised  party  to  prepare  returns;  and) 

(6.)  That  teachers  be  required  to  send  to  the  parent  or  guardian 
of  each  pupil  a  monthly  report  of  the  progress^  attendance,  and 
punctuality  of  each  pupil. 

During  the  year  two  of  our  most  valued  School  Commissioners 
Were  called  away — Messrs.  Alexander  Munro  and  Luther  McLeod. 
Mr.  Munro  may  be  said  to  have  been  identified  with  educational 
pursuits  all  his  life  time.  A  graduate  of  the  Glasgow  Normal  School, 
ne  emigrated  to  this  country  forty  years  ago.  For  several  years  after 
his  arrival  in  Cape  Breton  he  held  the  position  of  Principal  of  the 
Boularderie  Graded  School— =^the  only  institution  of  high  character 
then  on  the  Island.  He  was  afterwards  appointed  School  Inspector 
for  the  County  of  Victoria — a  situation  in  which  he  faithfully  and 
efficiently  discharged  his  official  duties^^until  the  weight  of  ad- 
vanced age  compelled  him  to  resign.  And  on  the  retirement  of  Mr. 
Jones  he  was  appointed  Chairman  of  the  School  Board— a  position 
which  he  held  with  much  acceptance  until  his  death.  Mr.  McLeod 
held  official  relations  with  the  School  Board  for  many  years. 
His  manner  wtis  quiet  and  un€issuming,  and  although  he  did 
not  take  an  active  part  in  the  public  school  meetings,  he  was  alwap 
prepared  to  perform  any  duty  imposed  upon  him  as  a  member  of  com- 
mittee. 

Permit  me  to  close  this  report  with  a  renewed  expression  of  toy 
obligations  to  yourself  personally  for  your  continued  interest  in  every  * 
detail  of  our  public  school  system,  and  to  the  clergymen  and  other 
School  Commissioners  of  the  District  for  their  constant  friendly  co- 
operation in  the  discharge  of  my  professional  duties.  To  the  teachers 
also,  I  would  express  my  thanks  for  the  cordial  manner  in  which  my 
visits  to  their  schools  have  been  received,  and  to  their  kind  apprecia- 
tion of  my  motives  in  offering  suggestions.  To  the  general  public  I 
owe  a  lasting  debt  of  gratitude  for  tendering  me  the  generous  hospital- 
ity of  their  homes. 

Very  respectfully  submitted, 

John  Y.  GCnn. 
David  Allison,  Esq.,  LL.  D. 

Superintendent  of  Education^ 
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DISTRICT  No.  9.—PICT0U  AND  SOUTH  COLCHESTER 

R.  McLellan,  Inspector. 
••Sir,— 

I  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  you  my  annual  Report  of  schools 
in  inspectoral  district  Na  9  for  the  year  ended  October  81st,  1885. 

On  the  reajustinent  of  sections  in  1864,  Pictou  County  was  divide<i 
5nto  115,  and  Colchester  into  99,  school  Sections.  Since  that  time  1' 
have  been  added  to  the  number  in  Pictou  and  16  in  Colchester.  Th« 
whole  district  is  now  organized,  with  the  exception  of  a  small  isolate^ 
settlement  on  the  border  land  between  Pictou  and  Guysboroug-. 
Counties.  I  visited  this  place  during  tho  summer,  and  have  hope 
that  something  may  be  done  at  the  next  annual  meeting  of  Com- 
missioners, to  secure  school  privileges  to  the  eight  or  ten  families 
comprised  in  the  settlement. 

Some  localities  in  both  counties  are  still  thinly  peopled,  necessi- 
tating the  including  of  large  areas  in  sections,  and,  consequently 
orreater  distances  between  school  houses  than  is  desirable.     Still,  ii: 
few  sections  are  there  any  pupils  further  than  two  miles  from  schoc  1 
and  it  is  certainly  better  to  submit  to  the  inconvenience  of  slightlj 
greater  distances,  than,  by  the  subdivision  and  consequent  weaken 
ing  of  sections,  to  render  the  maintenance  of  an  efficient  school  ai; 
impossibility.      With  the  exception  of  one  instance  during  the  pa.s 
year,  the  Boards  of  Commissioners  have,  for  some  years,  wisely  re- 
fused to  grant  petitions  for  the  further  sub-division  of  sections.     Thr 
ease  referred  to  is  that  of  Gentredale,  a  new  section  formed  bv  tht- 
subdivision  of  Elgin,  in  the  district  of  South  Pictou.     The  action  o 
the  Board  in  this  matter,  however,  as  you  are  aware,  has  not  yc' 
been  ratified  by  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction. 

Of  the  193  sections  at  present,  compri.«ed  in  this  district,  168  ha' 
school  in  session  during  the  winter,  and  179  during  the  summer  terii 
an  increase  of  3  and  1  respectively,  over  the  corresponding  terms  of  th 
preceding  year.     Eight  sections  were  without  school  <luring  the  yeai 
viz :  Glencoe,  Marsh,  (East  River),  Knoidart.    Black   Brook,   Thn 
Brooks  and  Indian  Cove  in  Pictou  County;  and  Upper  Brookfiel« 
and  Fort  Ellis  in  Colchester.     Six  of  these  were  without  school  la^  • 
year  also.      The  other   two  reported  vacant  in  1884,  viz:    Pictc  : 
Island  and  Smithfield    (Stewiacke),  have  had  schools  in  operatic: 
the  former  throughout  the  year,  and  the  latter  during  the  summ 
terms.     Three  Brooks  (Pictou),  and  Upper  Bix)oktield  (Colchestei 
have  erected  houses  during  the  past  summer,  and  will,  I  trust,  i 
longer  appear,  as  they  have,  the  former  for  seven  years,  and  t. 
latter  always,  on  the  list  of  sections  without  school.     It  gives   i: 
much  pleasure  to  be  able  to  report  that,  after  a  feud  of  many  yea 
standing,  harmony  has  at  length  been  restored  at  Three  Brooks,  ai 
the  section  has  apparently  entered  upon   a  career   of   education   i 
prosperity.     I  had  the  privilege  of  being  present  at  a  meeting  hei 
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in  the  section  in  the  spring  of  the  last  year,  at  which  it  was  agreed  to 
bury  past  differences  and  to  build  a  school  house  on  the  site  sanctioned 
some  years  ago  by  the  Commissioners  for  the  district.  A  sufficient 
sum  was  voted,  building  operations  were  commenced  at  once,  and,  at 
the  present  writing,  a  flourishing  school  is  in  operation  in  a  neat, 
commodious  and  well-furnished  school  room. 

Fort  Ellis,  another  section  reported  inoperatire  for  several  years, 
having  been  enlarged,  as  stated  in  my  report  for  1884,  by  an  addition 
from  Lower  Stewiacke,,  West,  has  made  provision  for  the  erection  of 
a  new  house,  at  an  early  date.  Thus,  oi  the  eight  sections  in  this 
district,  long  inoperative,  there  now  remain  only  three  in  which  no 
action  has  been  taken,,  viz ;  Enoidart,  Black  Brook,  and  Mai*sh.  In 
the  last  named  alone,  for  reasons  stated  in  a  previous  report,  can  we 
reasonably  expect  an  effort  to  be  made  to  provide  school  privileges. 

In  addition  to  those  sections  above  enumerated,  where  the  necessity 
for  action  was  more  urgent,  four  others  have  erected  new  houses 
during  the  year — Lower  Stewiacke  West,  Carriboo  River,  Marshy 
Hope  and  Green's  Valley.  The  house  in  the  first  mentioned  section, 
is  a  very  handsome  one  of  two  departments,  situated  on  a  well- 
chosen  site,  and  is  an  ornament  to  the  village  and  a  credit  to  the 
section.  The  house  at  Can-iboo  River  is  also  a  neat  and  SBbstantial 
one.  The  two  last  named.  Marshy  Hope  and  Green's  Valley,  are 
poor  sections,  and  their  houses  are  not  yet  completed,  but  are  in  a 
sufficiently  advanced  state  to  be  used  for  school  purposes  for  a  term 
or  two,  at  least. 

In  the  following  sections  the  buildings  have  been  more  or  less 
extensively  repaired  and  are  now  in  a  satisfactory  condition — Middle 
Stewiacke,  Riversdale,  Lanesville  (Colchester);  Watervale,  Scotsbum, 
Lome,  McLellan's  Brook  (Pictou).  East  Merigomish  has  added  an 
appartment,  and  will  hereafter  maintain  a  graded  school  of  two 
departments. 

Notice  has  been  given  to  the  trustees  of  Big  Woods  section  that 
the  school  grants  will  be  withheld  until  a  proper  school  building  has 
been  provided.  The  trustees  of  Chance  Harbor  have  also  been 
notified  that  the  school  house  in  that  section  is  unfit  for  further  use 
for  school  purposes. 

The  school  buildings  in  River  John  village  are  not  all  that  they 
should  be  for  such  a  large  and  wealthy  section.  There  are  two 
houses,  one  on  each  side  of  the  river,  containing  two  departments 
each. .  All  the  rooms  are  more  or  less  out  of  repair,  but  especially  the 
one  in  which  the  High  School  is  conducted.  In  my  opinion,  coinci- 
ded in  by  the  best  friends  of  education  in  the  section,  it  would  be 
much  better  to  erect  a  new  building  of  four  or  five  apartments  in  a 
central  position  than  to  attempt  repairing  the  old.  By  this  course  a 
bettei  system  of  grading  coUld  be  ctdopted  than  is  possible  under  the 
present  arrangement.      I  have  strong  hopes  that  the  good  sense  and 
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enterprise  of  the  people  will  lead  them  to  take  this  step  at  an  early 
date  without  any  pressure  from  Commissioners. 

New  houses  are  greatly  needed  at  Salt  Springs  and  Pleasant  Val- 
ley, Pictou  County.  The  former  requires  a  building  containing  a 
class-room  for  an  assistant  teacher,  as  over  eighty  pupils  were  en- 
rolled during  the  past  term.  Vale  Colliery  cannot  much  longer  be 
permitted  to  accommodate  nearly  two  hunared  pupils  in  two  apart- 
ments. The  junior  department  had  one  hunared  and  thirty-one 
pupils  under  the  charge  of  one  teacher  during  the  summer  term. 

In  the  following  sections  the  houses,  or  surroundings,  or  both,  are 
in  a  condition  which  cannot  be  characterized  as  creditable  to  trustees 
or  people:  Bigney,  Mill  Brook,  Alma,  Hopewell,  Moose  River,  Gar- 
den of  Eden,  Linacy,  Lower  Barney's  River  and  East  Barney's  River. 
In  some  of  these  improvement  has  been  promised,  in  others  the  trus- 
tees have  been  notified  that,  unless  matters  are  improved  before  my 
next  visit,  their  condition  shall  be  reported  to  the  Commissioners. 

In  South  Colchester  three  new  houses  are  required,  viz:  at  Upper 
North  River,  Upper  Pictou  Road  and  Gray's  River.  The  people  of 
the  last-named  section  are  alive  to  the  necessity  for  improved  school 
accommodation  and  are  moving  in  the  matter.  Making  all  allowance 
for  the  other  two  being  poor  sections,  I  would  still  feel  warranted  in 
recommending  that  they  should  be  required  to  provide  better  accom- 
modation than  is  afforded  by  their  present  small  and  dilapidated 
buildings.  With  the  exception  of  the  three  just  mentioned,  the 
school  houses  of  South  Colchester  are  pretty  well  up  to  the  require- 
ments of  the  law,  or,  at  least,  as  nearly  so  as  it  would  be  warrantable 
to  require,  with  a  due  regard  to  the  financial  status  of  the  various 
sections. 

Considerable  additions  have  been  made  during  the  year  to  the 
supply  of  school  apparatus,  but  there  is  still  room  for  improvement, 
few  sections  ranking  higher  than  fair  in  this  particular.  Surpris- 
ingly little  care  is  manifested  in  the  preservation  of  apparatus.  Valu- 
ble  articles  that  should  last  for  years  are  often  rendered  unfit  for  use 
in  a  few  terms.  This  is,  in  a  great  measure,  the  fault  of  teachers, 
but  is  partly  due  also  to  the  fact  that,  in  most  country  sections,  the 
school  houses  are  used  for  meetings  of  various  kinds,  which  are  not 
always  as  orderly  and  well-conducted  as  they  should  be.  Trustees 
would  find  it  a  good  investment  to  provide  some  suitable  repository 
for  apparatus  where  it  could  be  kept  safely  when  not  in  use.  If  this 
were  done,  teachers  might  very  properly  be  held  responsible  for  all 
damage  done  beyond  necessary  wear  and  tear. 

I  regret  to  be  unable  to  report  much  improvement  in  school  pre- 
mises. In  reference  to  this  matter  we  might  almost  say  with  the 
scoffers  of  old,  "  All  things  continue  as  they  were  from  the  beginning." 
In  comparatively  few  cases  are  the  school  grounds  enclosed,  while 
the  planting  of  trees  and  the  general  ornamentation  yet  remain  things 
to  be  hoped  f or,  and,  I  may  add,  worked  for. 
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merits,  east  and  west,  is  most  thorough  and  systematic.  Most  of  the 
teachers  have  continued  for  years  in  charge  of  the  same  departments 
and  have  learned  by  experience  the  methods  best  adapted  to  secure 
the  most  satisfactory  results. 

The  Pictou  Academy  building,  erected  in  1880,  cost,  with  the 
grounds,  over  $20,000.  It  is  situated  on  elevated  ground  in  the 
north  of  the  town,  and  commands  an  extensive  and  beautiful  view. 
The  building  is  of  brick,  with  foundation  and  dressings  of  Pictou 
freestone.  Including  the  large  airy  basement,  it  is  four  stories  high. 
The  basement,  besides  containing  the  furnace  room,  from  which  the 
whole  building  is  heated  bv  hot  water,  the  coal  room  and  lower  water 
tanks,  contains  a  large  hall  under  the  main  part  of  the  building  and 
is  intended  to  be  used  as  a  gymnasium.  The  front  entrance  is  on 
the  first  flat,  into  a  large  hall  into  which  open,  one  on  each  side,  two 
lecture  rooms,  each  capable  of  seating  from  60  to  90  students,  if 
necessary.  Further  on  come  subsidiary  rooms.  Behind  the  science 
lecture  room  is  the  chemical  laboratory  with  which  it  communicates 
by  means  of  a  vertically  sliding  panel.  An  experimenting  table, 
rolling  on  sunken  iron  rails  in  the  platform,  permits  the  introduction 
of  prepared  chemical  experimenting  apparatus  into  the  lecture  room 
at  a  few  moments'  notice.  The  laboratory  itself  is  floored  with 
stone,  has  stone  benches,  pneumatic  trough  and  sink  hood, 
fumes'  closet  with  shelves  and  cabinets,  containing  a  good  stock 
of  chemical  apparatus.  On  the  opposite  side  of  h^l  is  the 
Balance  room  and  Microscopical  laboratory,  and  in  the  adjoining 
room  is  a  small  printing  press  equipment,  and  also  map  and  chart 
racks.  The  cloak-rooms  are  one  on  this  flat,  and  one  on  the  thiid 
flat.  The  hall  on  the  third  flat  corresponds  to  that  below,  having 
two  lecture  rooms  of  same  size  and  equipment  as  those  below 
opening  upon  it,  and  also  two  subsidiary,  the  museum  proper  and  the 
library.  The  library  contains  between  800  and  900  volumes,  mostly 
old  but  interesting,  and  some  very  valuable,  such  as  the  earlier 
"  Transactions  of  the  Royal  Philosophical  Society  of  England,"  It 
also  contains  an  herbarium  of  Nova  Scotia  plants.  The  museum  has 
a  section  used  for  the  keeping  of  physical  and  electrical  apparatus. 
It  is  strong  in  the  representation  of  the  minerals  of  Nova  Scotia  and 
Canada.  Archaeology  is  also  represented,  and  all  the  usual  points  of 
popular  museums  have  been  more  or  less  brought  out.  Nearly  all 
the  reptiles  of  Nova  Scotia  and  many  foreign  ones  are  temporarily 
put  up  in  alcohol.  Such  exhibits  already  fill  the  museum  proper. 
The  large  hall  is  therefore  utilized  for  the  ornithological  and  ento- 
mological sections  of  the  museum.  The  upper  part  of  this  hall  is 
lined  with  large  well-made  glass  cases,  containing  over  two  hundred 
specimens  of  the  birds  and  mammals  of  the  Province,  mounted  in  the 
very  best  manner,  and  arranged  with  due  regard  to  artistic  and 
scientific  eflect.  Each  specimen  has  its  printed  label  giving  scientific 
and  common  name  with  the  date  and  place  of  capture.  This 
work,  done  under  the  auspices  of  the  ornithological  section  of  the  Pic- 
tou Academy  Scientific  Association,  has  already  cost  about  $600.  The 
entomological  exhibit  shows  over  2000  specimens  of  the  insects  of 


PIOTOTJ    A.VD   SOUTH    0OLOHSSTB&.  71 


Nova  Scotia.    The  cases  are,  of  course,  shallow  and  line  a  portion  of 
the  hall,  showing  through  their  glass  cases  the  specimens  with  their 
labels.     The  ornithological  and  entomological  sections  and  all  the 
more  important  exhibits  in  the  museum  proper  have  been  collected 
-within  tne  last  five  years,  very  large  adaitions  having  been  made 
-within  the  year  just  closed.     On  the  upper  flat  is  the  convocation 
hall,  ordinarily  utilized  as  the  art  room,  where  special  classes  in 
advanced  drawing  and  painting  receive  instruction.     Near  by  are  the 
Natural  History  laboratory  and  a  general  store-room.     Of  the  char- 
acter of  the  educational  work  done  in  this  institution  it  is  unneces- 
sary for  me  to  speak  here.     The  invariable  success  of  its  students 
prepared  for  matriculation  in  the  different  higher  institutions  speak 
more  loudly  in  its  praise  than  would  any  woras  of  mine.   Its  reputa- 
tion is  more  than  local,  drawing  students  from  all  parts  of  the  Pro- 
vince and  many  from  beyond  the  Province.    Of  the  291  students  en- 
rolled during  the  past  year,  125  were  from  the  town  municipality, 
72  from  the  county  outside  off  the  town,  and  94  from  beyond  the 
county.     A.  H.  McKay,  Elsq.,  B.  A.,  B.  Sc,  the  talented  and  energetic 
Principal,  has  won  for  himself  a  reputation  both  as  a  teacher  and  as 
a  laborer  in  other  departnients  of  educational  work  of  which  any 
educationist  might  justly  be  proud.   Up  to  the  beginning  of  the  pre- 
sent year  the  teaching  staff,  in  addition  to  the  principal,  has  consisted 
of  Wm.  Fraser,  Esq.,  B.  A.,  Classical  Master,  and  H.  Mclnnes,  Mathe- 
matical Master.     The  Academy  suffered  an  undoubted  loss  at  the 
close  of  the  year  in  the  withdrawal  of  the  last  named  gentleman,  who, 
for  two  years  and  a  half,  had  devoted  his  best  energies  to  the  inter- 
ests of  Uie  institution.     His  place  has  been  filled  by  H.  Mellish,  Esq., 
B.  A,  a  distinguished  graduate  of  Dalhousie  College.     Isaac  Gam- 
mell,  Esq.,  B.  A.,  another  distinguished  graduate  of  the  same  college, 
and  a  winner  of  "  Honors  in  English,"  has  been  added  to  the  staff,  in 
the  capacity  of  English  Master.     The  scientific  department  is  under 
the  charge  of  the  Principal. 

A  new  school  house  containing  two  apartments  was  built  in  New 
Glasgow  in  1883,  aiKi  at  the  same  time  the  old  ones  received  a 
thorough  renovation.  The  four  buildings,  containing  ten  teaching 
rooms,  are  all  now  in  good  coivdition.  The  system  of  classification 
adopted  is  the  same  as  that  in  Pictou,  except  that  there  is  only  one 
department  devoted  to  the  teaching  of  the  5th  grade  (7th  and  8th 
of  Common  School  Course),  and  that  the  departments  on  the  west 
side  of  the  river,  owing  to  their  somewhat  isolated  situation,  partake 
more  or  less  of  a  miscellaneous  character.  The  High  School  has 
been  for  three  terms  presided  over  by  George  Patterson,  Esq.,  B.  A., 
who,  by  his  energy  and  enthusiasm,  has  not  only  €ichieved  excellent 
results  in  the  management  of  his  own  department,  but  has  done 
much  to  stimulate  educational  activity  in  the  town.  At  the  begin- 
ning of  the  present  school  year  Mr.  Alexander,  a  gentleman  who  ob- 
tained a  Provincial  Academic  license  at  the  last  annual  examination, 
was  associated  with  Mr.  Patterson  in  the  work  of  the  High  School 
This  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction;  and  will,  no  doubt,  add  much 
to  the  efficiencv  of  *^^  i'^«^'it:Ution. 
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Westville  has  two  school  houses  situated  at  opposite  ends  of  the 
village,  and  comprising  in  all  seven  teaching  apartments.  Though 
additions  have  been  made  from  time  to  time,  and  at  short  intervals^ 
to  the  school  accommodation,  it  has  yet  not  kept  pace  with  the  rapid 
growth  of  population,  and  the  primary  departments  are,  at  the  pre- 
sent time,  over-crowded.  The  Drummond  School  at  the  western  end 
of  the  village  comprises  three  departments,  among  which  is  distribu- 
ted the  greater  part  of  the  work  of  the  Common  School  Course.  The 
w^ork  assigned  to  the  first  three  departments  of  the  Chelsea  School 
at  the  eastern  end  is  identical  with  that  performed  in  the  Drum- 
mond. In  the  fourth  and  highest  division  the  Common  School 
Course  is  completed  and  more  or  less  High  School  work  done.  This, 
department  has  been  for  three  years  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  A.  P. 
Douglas,  who  has  given  entire  satisfaction  to  trustees  and  people. 

The  Albion  Mines  School  in  1883  consisted  of  two  over-crowded 
departments ;  the  pupils  are  now  comfortably  accommodated  in 
four,  and  with  increased  facilities  has  come  a  corresponding  improve- 
ment in  educational  work.  Mr.  A.  W.  McLeod,  for  four  years  Prin- 
cipal, retired  at  the  close  of  the  Summer  Term.  His  successor  is 
Mr.  Hugh  R.  Munro,  who  has  had  considerable  experience  in  miscel- 
laneous  schools,  and  has  proved  himself  one  of  our  most  successful 
teachers. 

The  Stellarton  School  has  also  grown  from  two  to  four  depart- 
ments within  the  past  few  years,  the  fourth  department  having  been 
added  a  year  ago.  The  school  is  now  well  equipped  and  under  excel- 
lent management.  Mr.  T.  M.  Baillie,  a  gentleman  of  good  scholarly 
attainments  and  long  experience,  has  been  in  charge  of  the  advanced 
department  for  several  terms. 

Reference  has  already  been  made  to  the  condition  of  the  River 
John  School  buildings.  I  will  only  add  here  that  educational  progress 
has  been  much  retarded  by  the  frequent  change  of  teachers  in  the 
advanced  department. 

As  this  report  has  already  extended  to  an  unusual  length,  I  shall 
only  say  in  regard  to  the  eight  remaining  graded  schools  that  all,, 
with  the  exception  of  Vale  Colliery  and  Hopewell,  are  well  equipped^ 
and  that  in  all,  without  exception,  excellent  work  has  been  done 
during  the  past  term. 

Many  of  our  miscellaneous  schools  ai'e  deserving  of  special  mention, 
both  as  regards  their  equipment  and  the  character  of  the  work  per- 
formed, but  time  would  fail  me  to  particularize.  Of  224  teachers 
employed  in  the  Winter  and  239  in  the  Summer  Term,  66  and  77 
respectively  had  received  Normal  School  training.  In  this  particu- 
lar, no  data  exist  for  comparison,  but  I  have  reason  to  think  that 
these  numbers  represent  a  considerable  increase  over  former  years. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  leave  to  say  that,  looking  at  the  present 
educational  status  of  this  District,  noting  the  satisfactory  operratioos^ 
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of  the  past  school  year,  and  glancing,  as  we  have  attempted  to  do 
briefly,  at  some  of  the  evidences  of  progress  made  within  a  compara- 
tively short  period,  the  friends  of  education  have  much  reason  for 
thankfuhiess  and  encouragement,  and  the  assertion  would  be 
justified,  that  the  growth  of  education  in  this  District,  if  not  always 
as  rapid  as  we^could  desire,  is  still  a  sure  and  healthy  one. 


I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  McLELLAN. 


To  David  Allison,  Esq.,  LL.  D., 

Superintendent  of  Education. 


DISTRICT  No.   10.— NORTH   COLCHESTER  AND  CUMBER. 

LAND. 

W.  D.  Mackenzie,  Inspector, 
Sib,— 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  for  the  school 
year  ended  October  31st,  1885. 

Schools  in  Operation,— We  have  had  157  schools  in  operation  in 
the  County  of  Cumberland  this  year — the  same  number  as  last  year, 
and  there  was  but  one  section  in  the  entire  County  that  had  no  school 
any  portion  of  the  year.  The  Summer  Term,  as  usual,  shows  a  com- 
paratively large  increase  over  the  Winter,  in  the  number  of  schools 
in  session.  Though  one  section  is  returned  as  without  school  the  en- 
tire year,  it  must  not  be  supposed  the  ratepayers  of  this  section  were 
satisfied  with  such  a  state  of  affairs ;  the  school-house  was  burned 
down  last  year  and,  as  certain  geographical  peculiarities  of  the  sec- 
tion operated  against  the  location  of  a  site  for  the  new  building,  it 
was  decided  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  to 
have  the  section  divided.  Immediately  on  this  action  being  ratified 
by  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  each  new  section  took  steps  to 
provide  a  building,  and  next  year  accordingly  will  show  two  schools 
where  formerly  there  was  but  one.  I  mentioned  in  my  report  of 
last  year  that  there  was  no  likelihood  of  any  considerable  increase  in 
the  schools  of  Cumberland  for  some  time  to  come,  A  comparison  of 
the  two  years  shows  us  that  we  have  about  reached  our  possible 
limit  of  expansion  ^ith  present  population.  Every  part  of  the  County 
where  there  are  as  many  as  three  or  four  families  has  been  erected 
into  a  section,  and  as  before  mentioned  every  one  of  these  sections 
supports  a  successful  school.  The  rate  of  increase  in  Stirling  and 
West  Colchester  has  not  been  so  large  as  in  Cumberland.  Both 
these  districts  have  apparently  reached  their  highest  expansion^ 


74  BXP0BT8  OF  IKSPSOTOSB. 


They  are  among  the  oldest  inhabited  districts  in  Nova  Scotia,  and 
were  fairly  well  settled  before  many  parts  of  Cumberland  emerged 
from  primeval  forest.  In  Stirling  every  school  has  been  in  operation 
during  the  year.  In  West  Colchester  one  section  only  has  been 
without  school,  but  this  section  contains  no  children,  and  only  two 
or  three  ratepayers ;  it  is,  however,  so  isolated  that  we  find  it  impos- 
sible to  combine  the  section  with  any  other.  As  in  the  case  of  Cum- 
berland, both  Stirling  and  West  Colchester  are  partitioned  off  into  a 
very  large  number  of  sections,  and  this  number  is  likely  to  remain 
fixed  for  some  time.  There  is,  however,  year  after  year,  a  gratify- 
ing increase  in  the  number  of  children  attending  school,  consequent 
on  natural  increase  of  population,  the  gradual  inflow  of  immigration 
and  a  growing  appreciation  of  the  benefits  of  education. 

Buildings,  Surroundings^  etc. — Old  buildings  are  being  pretty 
well  weeded  out  There  were  but  two  condemned  this  year.  In 
nearly  all  cases  the  ratepayers  take  action  in  re-building,  repairs, 
etc.,  without  waiting  for  pressure  from  the  Commissioners  or 
Inspector.  The  school-houses  are  very  creditable  in  appearance, 
nicely  painted,  well  furnished,  and  the  hygienic  condition  generally 
favorable.  We  have  had  no  sickness  among  children  that  could  be 
traced  to  want  of  ventilation  or  improper  sanitaiy  environment  In 
the  location  of  new  buildings  every  attention  is  taken  to  secure 
healthful  surroundings.  The  old  style  of  desking  is  rapidly  giving 
way  to  the  elegant  modem  patents'  as  manufactured  at  Oxfoiti  and 
Amherst.  They  are  being  largely  introduced  in  Cumberland  and 
West  Colchester — the  District  of  Stirling,  more  conservative,  still 
adheres  to  the  older  styles  of  furniture.  The  development  of  the 
aesthetic  keeps  pace  with  the  growth  of  material  prosperity.  This  is 
observable  everywhere  over  the  district  A  few  years  ago  it  was 
comparatively  rare  to  see  a  painted  school-house — now  it  is  as  rare 
to  find  one  unpainted.  The  interiors  are  ornamented  with  pictures. 
Autumn  leaves,  wreaths  of  evergreen,  and  drawings  by  the  pupils. 
Pots  of  blooming  plants  are  seen  in  very  many  oi  the  school  win- 
dows, and  the  play  grounds  are  bordered  with  thrifty  young  elms, 
birch,  maples,  and  other  beautiful  forest  trees.  On  the  12th  May 
this  year  we  had  an  Arbor  Day  for  the  larger  graded  schools  through- 
out this  district  Numbers  of  trees  were  planted  at  Amherst,  Parrs- 
boro\  Spring  Hill  Mines,  Oxford,  and  other  places  in  Cumberland. 
At  the  Acadia  Iron  Mines  of  West  Colchester  300  pupils  assembled 
in  the  morning  to  hear  a  lecture  on  arboriculture,  the  economic 
value  of  trees,  influence  of  forests  on  climate,  etc.,  after  which  the 
boys  planted  over  50  trees  on  the  school  grounds,  while  the  girls 
spent  the  day  decorating  their  respective  departments.  At  our  local 
district  Teachers'  Association  to  be  held  in  Cumberland  in  December 
of  this  year  it  is  expected  that  a  resolution  willybe  passed  directing 
the  attention  of  the  educational  authorities  to  the  advisability  of 
appointing  a  regular  Arbor  Day  for  the  Province,  and  otherwise 
encouraging  the  planting  of  trees  and  protection  of  our  forests. 

The  new  buildings  in  course  of  erection  when  I  made  my  last 
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report  have  been  completed.  A  new  school-house  in  conjunction 
with  a  public  hall  is  under  contract  at  Spencer's  Island.  A  new  and 
elegant  front  with  bell  tower  is  to  be  added  to  the  Graded  School 
bunding  in  Parrsboro'  Town.  The  building  at  Fox  River  Mountain 
has  been  finished,  and  school  will  open  in  November.  Four  new 
graded  schools  of  two  departments  each  were  established  in  Cumber- 
land last  year,  aad  the  proposed  amalgamation  of  two  small  but 
densely  populated  sections  in  the  District  of  Parrsboro'  will  probably 
result  in  the  formation  of  another  graded  school  at  an  early  day. 

Records  for  the  summer  term  show  a  very  gratifying  decrease  in 
the  number  of  children  returned  as  not  having  attended  school. 
There  are  in  Cumberland  only  567  of  such  delinquents  as  compared 
with  846  last  summer;  and  I  believe  these  figures  are  as  nearly  as 
possible  coiTect.  In  many  sections  the  law  making  attendance 
compulsory  was  adopted  at  the  annual  meeting;  and  though  this 
law  has  not  in  any  case  been  actually  enforced,  yet  its  moral  effect 
is  gradually  making  itself  felt.  I  believe  it  is  largely  owing  to  such 
a  law  that  the  number  of  children  this  term  unregistered  as  attend- 
ing school  is  so  low.  Judging  from  the  history  of  the  past,  it  is  pro- 
bable that  in  the  near  future  every  ordinarily  healthy  child  of  school 
age  will  be  enrolled  on  the  school  register  of  the  section. 

Course  of  Study. — The  new  course  of  study  has  been  in  successful 
operation  in  Cumberland,  West  Colchester  and  Stirling  ever  since  its 
ratification  by  the  Council.  I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  its  value. 
Before  its  adoption  our  schools  were  practically  unclassified;  to-day 
every  one  of  the  223  schools  in  this  inspectoral  district  is  perfectly 
classified,  and  more  or  less  perfectly  graded.  It  is,  as  you  are  aware, 
quite  impossible  to  secure  a  scientifically  exact  grading  in  rural  mis- 
cellaneous schools,  but  by  closely  following  the  requirements  of  the 
course  we  have  attained  as  near  perfection  as  the  most  ardent  advo- 
cate of  the  new  system  could  have  anticipated.  Any  difficulties 
naturally  inseparable  from  the  introduction  of  an  entirely  new  sys- 
tem have  long  since  vanished.  There  is  no  friction;  and  none  of  our 
teachers  dream  of  making  changes  or  exercising  meddlesome  inter- 
ference, but  are  all  following  closely  and  faithfully  the  printed  sche- 
dule which,  by  your  instruction,  has  been  placed  in  every  register. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  most  important  results  gained  in 
schools  where  the  course  is  intelligently  operated: 

1.  Proper  classification. 

2.  Approximately  perfect  grading. 

3.  Judicious  allotment  of  time  and  attention  to  each  branch  of 
study  in  its  natural  order  of  importance. 

Indirectly,  the  course  stimulates  laggards  to  exertion,  and  it  has 
already  proved  a  powerful  lever  to  secure  greater  regularity  in 
attendance.  A  fair  proportion  of  oral  work  is  now  being  accom- 
plished in  a  very  satisfactory  manner — ^more  particularly  is  this  the 
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case  in  graded  schools  of  several  departments.  I  have  no  hesitation 
in  reiterating  a  statement  made  on  a  previous  occasion,  that  the  in- 
troduction of  the  new  course  of  study  marks  one  of  the  grandest 
strides  ever  taken  in  the  history  of  common  school  education  in  this 
Province. 

i 
Apparatus. — The  apparatus  and  appliances  necessary  to  illustrate 
the  science  work  laid  down  in  the  course  are  being  quite  liberally 
provided.  This  is  particularly  true  in  the  large  centres,  as  Amherst, 
Acadia  Iron  Mines,  Parrsboro',  Spring  Hill  Mines,  Oxford  and  Great 
Village,  but  even  in  many  of  the  more  remote  and  comparatively 
isolated  country  sections  generous  efforts  are  being  made  to  provide 
such  apparatus  as  any  ordinarily  intelligent  teacher  can  make  effective 
in  the  illustration  of  oral  science  work.  We  have  a  good  supply  of 
ball  frames,  maps,  and  ample  blackboard  surface  of  excellent  quality. 
This  latter  has  been  greatly  extended  since  the  general  introduction 
of  Industrial  and  Freehand  Drawinof. 

Branches  taught  are  those  laid  down  in  the  Course  of  Study,  with 
especial  reference  to  the  more  practical  work.  We  have  paid  very 
particular  attention  to  arithmetic,  and  I  am  glad  to  report  every 
school  as  having  brought  this  most  important  branch  up  to  the  re- 

Juired  standard.  Penmanship  also  receives  especial  considcmtion. 
ndustrial  Drawing  is  now  classed  as  eminently  practical,  and  as  suck 
we  have  devoted  a  large  measure  of  attention  to  this  comparatively 
new  branch.  During  term  just  closed,  Cumberland  showed  3528 
studying  Freehand;  West  Colchester  and  Sterling,  2095 — making  a 
total  of  5623.  This,  you  will  observe,  is  a  very  gratifyin^^f  increase 
over  last  year,  the  total  in  which  was  4826.  As  mentioned  in  my 
previous  report,  prizes  for  Industrial  Drawing,  Original  Design  and 
Penmanship  were  offered  by  the  committee  of  the  District  Agricul- 
tural Exhibition,  held  at  Amherst  last  October.  The  first  and  second 
prizes  for  Drawing  were  taken  by  pupils  of  the  school  taught  by 
Miss  Abbie  C.  Gray  at  New  Annan,  in  the  District  of  Sterling.  This 
is  a  strictly  miscellaneous  school  in  a  purely  rural  section,  and  the 
pupils  had  but  three  terms*  practice,  nor  had  Miss  Gray  ever  received 
any  especial  training  as  a  teacher  of  Drawing.  Miss  Hallie  Hatfield, 
of  Port  Greville,  took  first  prize  in  Writing — the  second  was  carried 
off  by  one  of  the  pupils  at  Amherst  Academy.  The  best  full  series 
of  copy  books  come  from  Principal  Fraser's  department,  Acadia 
Mines.  An  Honor  Certificate  for  best  specimens  of  Map-drawing 
(no  prizes  were  offered  in  this  class)  was  awarded  to  Miss  Fomian, 
Londonderry.  Honor  Certificate  for  best  collection  of  mineralogical 
specimens  was  taken  by  Principal  Lay,  of  the  Amherst  Academy.  In 
connection  with  the  subject  of  Drawing,  Design,  etc.,  we  have  amply 
verified  the  statement  of  the  Director  of  the  Massachusetts  Art 
Schools  in  his  lecture  before  our  Provincial  Educational  Association 
three  years  ago.  Professor  Smith  asserted  that  specialists  were  un- 
necessary and  out  of  place  as  teachera  of  Industrial  Drawing  in 
common  schools.  Probably,  not  more  than  one  in  three  of  our  teach- 
ers have  had  any  professional  training  in  this  branch  of  study,  yet 
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they  have  succeeded  in  teaching  themselves  and  have  been  eminently 
successful  in  imparting  to  their  pupils  the  principles  and  practice  of 
Freehand  and  Industrial  Design.  Trustees  have,  in  all  cases,  lent 
willing  assistance,  and  in  the  majority  of  sections  have  placed  the 
prescribed  texts  and  other  aids  at  the  disposal  of  the  teacher. 

Reference  to  the  statistical  tables,  which  have  already  been  for- 
warded, will  show  the  number  of  pupils  studying  the  various  other 
branches.  Pending  the  probable  directive  tendency  which  we  expect 
will  follow  the  establishment  of  the  Agricultural  Professorship  at 
Kormal  School,  we  have  only  very  lightly  touched  upon  agricultural 
chemistry  this  year.  Our  teachers  are  ready  and  willing  to  push  this 
branch,  and  all  cordially  appieciato  vm  vast  practical  influence  on 
one  of  our  most  important  industries. 

Superior  Schools. — Faithful  adherence  to  the  Course  of  Study  has 
made  a  notable  increase  in  the  number  of  superior  schools.  As 
might  be  expected  the  graded  departments  take  the  lead.  Excellent 
work  continues  to  bo  done  in  all  the  departments  of  the  Amherst 
Academy,  under  the  supervision  of  Principal  Lay.  Almost  equally 
good  results  are  attained  in  the  various  departments  at  Acadia 
Iron  Mines,  Parrsboro,  Spring  Hill  Mines,  Oxford  and  Great  Village. 
The  best  two-department  school  in  the  district  is  at  Tatamagouche, 
under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Millar.  Other  two-department  schools  at 
Joggins'  Mines,  Wallace,  Folleigh  Village,  River  Hebert,  Economy, 
ami  Advocate  Harbor  have  also  reached  a  very  fair  standard. 
Some  of  the  best  miscellaneous  schools  are  those  taught  by  Mr. 
Scanlon,  Joseph  H.  Brownell,  W.  D.  Corbett,  Everett  Crowe,  Kenneth 
Chisholm,  John  E.  Sayre,  Irvin  Frederick,  Miss  Lucy  Logan,  the 
Misses  Hunter,  Miss  Charman,  Miss  Sara  Smith,  Miss  Elmire  Flinn, 
Miss  Drysdale,  Miss  Mary  A.  MacLeod,  Miss  Ellen  Harnson,  and 
Miss  Nettie  Clifford.  Miss  Olivia  Leak  of  the  primary  department, 
Pugwash,  has  done  admirable  work.  It  is  but  fair  to  state  that 
there  are  many  others  well  deserving  of  mention. 

Associations. — Since  the  close  of  the  school  year  proper  we  have 
had  our  District  Teachers'  Association,  at  Oxford.  The  attendance 
at  all  the  meetings  was  large,  many  of  the  members  having  come 
from  remote  sections  in  order  to  take  part  in  the  proceedings. 
Papers  read  by  Principals  Lay,  Eraser  and  others,  were  very  practi- 
cal and  instructive  and  were  highly  appreciated.  The  Professor  of 
Agriculture  from  the  Teachers'  Training  School,  Truro,  did  us  good 
service  both  in  the  day  and  night  sessions.  His  paper  on  Theoretical 
Agriculture,  and  illustrations  of  the  methods  of  teaching  followed  in 
his  department,  with  hints  on  the  teaching  of  Agricultural  Chemistry 
in  connection  with  our  common  school  work,  are  calculated  to  have 
a  wide  reaching  influence  in  this  district.  The  first  evening  session 
was  devoted  to  a  public  lecture  by  the  Superintendent  of  Education. 
This  lecture  was  free  to  the  public  and  was  delivered  in  the  Baptist 
Church,  no  other  building  in  the  place  being  sufficiently  large  to 
accommodate  the  nuniber  present  on  such  an  occasion.     Addresses 
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were  delivered  by  leading  gentlemen  of  Oxford.  The  discussions 
following  papers  read  at  this  association  were  entirely  practical  and 
to  the  point.  I  may  mention  that  this  was  the  fifth  meeting  of  this 
Association  since  its  first  organization,  six  years  ago.  The  stimulus 
of  these  meetings  infuses  new  vigor  into  the  members  of  the  teaching 
profession,  and  reacts  most  beneficially  on  our  schools.  Nearly  one 
hundred  of  the  teachers  of  this  district  attended  the  Provincial 
Educational  Association  at  Truro  in  July  of  the  present  year,  and 
the  importance  of  regular  attendance  at  these  meetings  need  only  be 
mentioned  to  be  acknowledged. 

I  have  purposely  avoided  figures  as  much  as  possible  in  this 
report,  as  my  tables  of  statistics  have  already  been  placed  in  your 
hands. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  thank  vou  most  cordially  for  the  prompti- 
tude and  unvarying  courtesy  witn  which  you  have  respond^  to  my 
many  requests  for  advice  and  counsel  in  the  various  trying  circum- 
stances that  every  inspector  meets  with  who  endeavors  faithfully 
and  impartially  to  discharge  the  difficult  and  oft  times  delicate  duties 
connected  with  a  position  of  such  a  character. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

w.  D,  Mckenzie. 

To  David  Aluson.  Esq.,  M.  A,  LL.  D., 

Superintendent  of  Educcdwru 


♦DISTRICT  No.  7.— CAPE  BRETON  AND  RICHMOND. 


Sir,— 

I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report  on  educational 
matters  in  District  No.  7,  for  the  school  year  ended  31st  October, 

1885. 

I  shall  begin  by  comparing,  as  usual,  a  few  of  the  most  important 
figures  in  the  statistical  returns  for  the  year,  with  corresponding 
ones  of  the  previous  year.     First,  with  regard  to  teachers  employed : 

*8ee  note  on  page  57. 
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Cape   Breton  County. 

WINTER  TEBM.  ST7MMEB  TERM. 

A    B      C      D.  A    B      C  D. 

1884— Males 3     21     27     32  3     25     21  34 

Females 2     22 .  21  0      5     23  26 

"        Ass't *  . .  .        .         1 

1885— Males 3     25     2i     34  4    23    22  38 

Females 4    24     30  ..       3     29  30 

Richmond  County. 

1884— Males 1     10     10     12  1      8      9  17 

Females 15     16  ....     14  22 

1885— Males 1       8     10     11  1       5       8  14 

Females 1     13     19  ..       1     12  25 

The  foIlowiDg  table  is  a  comparative  statement  of  the  number  of 
schools  in  operation,  and  the  attendance  of  pupils  at  school : 

Cape    Breton. 


1884. 

Winter  Term 

Summer    "      . . . . 

1885. 

Winter  Term 

Summer    " 

1884. 

Winter  Term 

Summer    "      . . . . 

1885. 

Winter  Term 

Summer     "     


« 

No.  of 

Total  No. 

Sch'ols 
in 

No.  o( 
Pupil,  re- 

Grand  total 
days 

Average  daily 
attendanoe. 

different 
pupils 

eewi'n. 

glstend. 

attendance. 

dur'gyear. 

125 

6910 

376246 

3479.6 

|7268 

137 

6361 

355858 

3479. 

141 

6096 

383102 

3542.6 

|7485 

149 

6508 

361045 

3579,4 

Proportion 

of 
population. 


1  in  4.3 


1  in  4.1 


Richmond   Countt. 


64 
71 

63 
66 


2239 
2472 

2178 
2490 


125112 
134405 

127276 
141271 


1140.6 
1351.4 

1226.3 
1369. 


1 2354 


i 


2796 


1  in  5.3 


1  in  5.4 
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With  the  year  just  closed  began  the  third  decade  of  the  operation 
of  our  present  school  system,  and  comparisons  with  former  epochs  in 
the  history  of  our  schools  might  therefore  be  considered  in  order.  I 
do  not  purpose,  however,  entering  largely  into  statistics,  but  shall 
merely  compare  the  number  of  schools  in  operation,  and  the  attend- 
ance of  pupils  at  school  last  year,  with  the  corresponding  numbers  at 
former  peiiods.  I  take  the  year  1869,  because  that  year  is  the 
remotest  of  which  I  happen  to  have  the  Report  at  hand,  and  the 
year  1875  being  the  first  of  the  last  decade* 


Cape    Breton    County. 


% 

No.   of  Ohildren 

No.  of  Section!. 

at  School  some  part 

Proportion  of  population  at  School. 

of  the  year. 

18G9 

117 

5798 

1    in   3.9 

1875 

125 

6483 

1    in    4.1 

1885 

130 

7485 

1    in    4.1 

Richmond  Countv 

■ 

1800 

GO 

3583 

1    in   4.2 

1875 

64 

3487 

1    in   4.1 

1885 

70 

2796 

1   in    5.4 

While  it  will  be  seen  that  the  increase  in  the  former  County  in  all 
the  items  quoted  has  been  steady  and  satisfactory,  the  same  cannot 
be  said  with  regard  to  the  latter.  I  think,  however,  that  the  year 
1885  happens  to  be  an  unfortunate  one  for  purposes  of  comparison 
as  far  as  the  County  of  Richmond  is  concerned,  and  that  exceptional 
causes  operated  to  bring  about  the  result  indicated.  It  is  largely  a 
fi.shinp^  county,  and  the  year  under  review  has  been  a  hard  one  for 
our  fishin<j;  population ;  and  it  is  not  difficult  to  understand  how,  in 
times  of  depression  and  consequent  poverty,  the  children  cannot  be 
prepared  to  attend  school  as  in  ordinary  times.  Eight  section*?, 
nearly  1 1 A  per  c^nt  of  all  the  sections  of  the  County,  for  one  reason 
or  anotlier,  had  no  school  at  all  during  the  year,  and  two  of  the 
largest  and  most  populous  sections  in  the  County,  Poulamond  and 
Little  Ance  namely,  were  without  school  during  last  winter  terra,  in 
consequence  of  their  school  buildings  having  been  condemned  by  the 
Board  of  Commissioners  as  unfit  for  school  purpo.ses — a  means  which 
has  not  unfrequently  to  be  employed  as  a  dernier  report  to  bring 
careless  ratepayers  to  a  sense  of  their  duty  in  providing  needed 
accommodation.  That  so  many  schools  should  ever  be  closed  at  the 
vsamc  time  is  a  misfortune  for  which  no  good  and  suflScient  reason 
can  bo  r.s^igned.  In  the  majority  of  cases,  the  lack  of  teachei-s  is  the 
excuse  given,  but  just  how  far  it  may  be  accepted  as  a  good  one.  it 
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is  difficult  to  determine,  because  the  special  effi)rts  put  forth  to  secure 
teachers  in  the  proper  way  and  at  the  proper  time  are  not  easily 
ascertainable.  Trustees  who  apply  in  time  to  the  Inspector,  holding 
out  reasonable  inducements  for  the  class  of  teachers  required,  are 
seldom  disappointed. 

The  blessings  of  education  are  practically  placed  within  the  reach 
of  every  child  in  the  Province,  and  some  persons  must  be  answerable 
for  the  advantages  lost  to  so  many  growing  children.  Where  this 
irreparable  loss  is  fairly  attributable  to  criminal  neglect  and  in- 
difference, be  it  on  the  part  of  parent  or  trustee,  the  responsibility  is 
a  heavy  one  indeed  I  How  many  men  of  middle  and  more  advanced 
age,  at  this  day,  are  heard  to  express  the  deepest  regret  that  the 
glorious  privileges  now  so  easily  within  the  reach  of  their  children 
were  denied  to  themselves  in  their  youth  !  How  many  children  now 
growing  up  will  have  reason  some  day,when  it  will  be,  alas,  too  late, 
to  bitterly  repent  the  loss  of  the  inestimable  blessing  of  education, 
and  perhaps  to  curse  the  persons  whose  apathy  and  neglect  subjected 
them  to  it !  It  must,  however,  be  admitted  that  for  a  large  number 
of  the  population  of  Richmond  County,  the  advantages  enjoyed  are 
not  equal  with  those  of  other  nationalities.  The  results  obtained  by 
sending  French  children  to  English  schools  are  often  so  unsatisfactory 
as  to  excuse,  in  a  great  measure,  the  indilBference  displayed  by  our 
Acadian  people  in  common  school  education. 

• 
The  county  of  Cape  Breton  makes  a  bettei'  showing  in  the  number 
of  schools  unoccupied  during  the  year,  the  number  being  twelve,  or 
a  fraction  under  eight  per  cent — still  too  large  a  proportion. 

Nevj  Buildings, — Since  my  last  report,  the  new  school  house 
therein  referred  to  as  approaching  completion  in  the  important 
section  of  Bridgeport,  Cape  Breton  county,  has  been  finished,  well 
furnished  with  improved  desks  and  occupied,  and  three  departments 
are  now  in  operation,  instead  of  two  as  heretofore.  There  is  a  spare 
room  in  reserve,  equal  in  size  and  finish  to  those  in  use,  the  trustees 
having  wisely  provided  for  the  not  very  distant  future  needs  of  a 
thriving  and  growing  mining  centre  like  Bridgeport.  All  concerned 
deserve  much  credit  for  this  fine  school  house ;  and  too  much  praise 
cannot  be  accorded  the  trustees,  and  especially  their  energetic 
secretary,  Mr.  Johnston,  for  the  successful  issue  of  a  task  of  more 
than  ordinary  difficulty.  A  third  department  has  been  opened  in  the 
section  of  Reserve  and  Lorway,  in  a  building  rented  to  meet  present 
wants.  The  building  in  question,  I  found  to  be  very  unsuitable,  and 
the  many  and  great  defects  of  the  other  buildings  so  often  com- 
plained of ,  are  still  unremedied.  But  "great  bodies  move  slowly," 
and  the  power  at  the  back  of  the  schools  in  question  is  a  great  body 
— a  wealthy  English  coiporation.  As  the  result  of  an  interview  with 
the  trustees,  at  which  I  was  requested  to  point  out  explicitly  the 
defects  complained  of  and  their  proposed  remedies,  I  was  given  to 
understand  that  the  time  was  not  far  distant  when,  as  the  represen- 
tative of  our  school  system  with  all  its  exactions,  I  would  have  no 
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Westville  has  two  school  houses  situated  at  opposite  ends  of  the 
village,  and  comprising  in  all  seven  teaching  apartments.  Though 
additions  have  been  made  from  time  to  time,  and  at  short  intervals,, 
to  the  school  accommodation,  it  has  yet  not  kept  pace  with  the  rapid 
growth  of  population,  and  the  primary  departments  are,  at  the  pre- 
sent time,  over-crowded.  The  Drummond  School  at  the  western  end 
of  the  village  comprises  three  departments,  among  which  is  distiibu- 
ted  the  greater  part  of  the  work  of  the  Common  School  Course.  The 
work  assigned  to  the  first  three  departments  of  the  Chelsea  School 
at  the  eastern  end  is  identical  with  that  performed  in  the  Drum- 
mond. In  the  fourth  and  highest  division  the  Common  School 
Course  is  completed  and  more  or  less  High  School  work  done.  This? 
department  has  been  for  three  years  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  A.  P. 
Douglas,  who  has  given  entire  satisfaction  to  trustees  and  people. 

The  Albion  Mines  School  in  1883  consisted  of  two  over-crowded 
departments ;  the  pupils  are  now  comfortably  accommodated  ia 
four,  and  with  increased  facilities  has  come  a  corresponding  improve- 
ment in  educational  work.  Mr.  A.  W.  McLeod,  for  four  years  Prin- 
cipal, retired  at  the  close  of  the  Summer  Term.  His  successor  is 
Mr.  Hugh  R.  Munro,  who  has  had  considerable  expeiience  in  miscel- 
laneous schools,  and  has  proved  himself  one  of  our  most  successful 
teachers. 

The  Stellarton  School  has  also  grown  from  two  to  four  depart- 
ments within  the  past  few  years,  the  fourth  department  having  beea 
added  a  year  ago.  The  school  is  now  well  equipped  and  under  excel- 
lent management.  Mr.  T.  M.  Baillie,  a  gentleman  of  good  scholarly 
attainments  and  long  experience,  has  been  in  charge  of  the  advanced 
department  for  several  terms. 

Reference  has  already  been  made  to  the  condition  of  the  River 
John  School  buildings.  I  will  only  add  here  that  educational  progix^ss 
lias  been  much  retarded  by  the  frequent  change  of  teachers  in  the 
advanced  department. 

As  this  report  has  already  extended  to  an  unusual  length,  I  shall 
only  say  in  regard  to  the  eight  remaining  graded  schools  that  all, 
with  the  exception  of  Vale  Colliery  and  Hopewell,  are  well  equipped^ 
and  that  in  all,  without  exception,  excellent  work  has  been  done 
during  the  past  term. 

Many  of  our  miscellaneous  schools  ai-e  deserving  of  special  mention, 
both  as  regards  their  equipment  and  the  character  of  the  work  per- 
formed, but  time  would  fail  me  to  particularize.  Of  224  teachers 
employed  in  the  Winter  and  239  in  the  Summer  Term,  66  and  77 
respectively  had  received  Normal  School  training.  In  this  paHicu- 
lar,  no  data  exist  for  comparison,  but  I  have  reason  to  think  that 
these  numbers  represent  a  considerable  increase  over  foimer  years. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  leave  to  say  that,  looking  at  the  present 
educational  status  of  this  District,  noting  the  satisfactory  operatioBSi 
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of  the  past  school  year,  and  glancing,  as  we  have  attempted  to  do 
briefly,  at  some  of  the  evidences  of  progress  made  within  a  compara- 
tively short  period,  the  friends  of  education  have  much  reason  for 
thankfulness  and  encouragement,  and  the  assertion  would  be 
justified,  that  the  growth  of  education  in  this  District,  if  not  always 
as  rapid  as  we^could  desire,  is  still  a  sure  and  healthy  one. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  McLELLAN. 
To  David  Allison,  Esq.,  LL  D., 

Swperintendent  of  Education. 


DISTRICT  No.   10.— NORTH  COLCHESTER  AND  CUMBER. 

LAND. 

W.  D.  Mackenzie,  Injector. 
Sir,— 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  for  the  school 
year  ended  October  31st,  1885. 

Schools  in  Operation,— \f  q  have  had  157  schools  in  operation  in 
the  County  of  Cumberland  this  year — the  same  number  as  last  year^ 
and  there  was  but  one  section  in  the  entire  County  that  had  no  school 
any  portion  of  the  year.  The  Summer  Term,  as  usual,  shows  a  com- 
paratively large  increase  over  the  Winter,  in  the  number  of  schools 
in  session.  Though  one  section  is  returned  as  without  school  the  en- 
tire year,  it  must  not  be  supposed  the  ratepayers  of  this  section  were 
satisfied  with  such  a  state  of  affairs ;  the  school-house  was  burned 
down  last  year  and,  as  certain  geographical  peculiarities  of  the  sec- 
tion operated  against  the  location  of  a  site  for  the  new  building,  it 
was  decided  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  to 
have  the  section  divided.  Immediately  on  this  action  being  ratified 
by  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  each  new  section  took  steps  to 
provide  a  building,  and  next  year  accordingly  will  show  two  schools 
where  formerly  there  was  but  one.  I  mentioned  in  my  report  of 
last  year  that  there  was  no  likelihood  of  any  considerable  increase  in 
the  schools  of  Cumberland  for  some  time  to  come.  A  comparison  of 
the  two  years  shows  us  that  we  have  about  reached  our  possible 
limit  of  expansion  vvith  present  population.  Every  part  of  the  County 
where  there  are  as  many  as  three  or  four  families  has  been  erected 
into  a  section,  and  as  before  mentioned  every  one  of  these  sections 
supports  a  successful  school.  The  rate  of  increase  in  Stirling  and 
West  Colchester  has  not  been  so  large  as  in  Cumberland.  Both 
these  districts  have  apparently  reached  their  highest  expansion^ 
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They  are  among  the  oldest  inhabited  districts  in  Nova  Scotia,  and 
were  fairly  well  settled  before  many  parts  of  Cumberland  emer^jed 
from  primeval  forest.  In  Stirling  every  school  has  been  in  operation 
during  the  year.  In  West  Colchester  one  section  only  has  been 
without  school,  but  this  section  contains  no  children,  and  only  two 
or  three  ratepayers ;  it  is,  however,  so  isolated  that  we  find  it  impos- 
sible to  combine  the  section  with  any  other.  As  in  tlie  case  of  Cum- 
berland, both  Stirling  and  West  Colchester  are  partitioned  off  into  a 
very  large  number  of  sections,  and  this  number  is  likely  to  remain 
fixed  for  some  time.  There  is,  however,  year  after  year,  a  gratify- 
ing increase  in  the  number  of  children  attending  school,  consequent 
on  natural  increase  of  population,  the  gradual  inflow  of  immigration 
and  a  growing  appreciation  of  the  benefits  of  education. 

BuildingSt  Surroundings,  etc. — Old  buildings  are  being  pretty 
well  weeded  out  There  were  but  two  condemned  this  year.  In 
nearly  all  cases  the  ratepayers  take  action  in  re-building,  repairs, 
etc.,  without  waiting  for  pressure  from  the  Commissioners  or 
Inspector.  The  school-houses  are  very  creditable  in  appearance, 
nicely  painted,  well  furnished,  and  the  hygienic  condition  generally 
favorable.  We  have  had  no  sickness  among  children  that  could  be 
traced  to  want  of  ventilation  or  improper  sanitaiy  environment  In 
the  location  of  new  buildings  every  attention  is  taken  to  secure 
healthful  surroundings.  The  old  style  of  desking  is  rapidly  giving 
way  to  the  elegant  modem  patents'  as  manufactured  at  Oxfoi^  and 
Amherst  They  are  being  largely  introduced  in  Cumberland  and 
West  Colchester — the  District  of  Stirling,  more  conservative,  still 
adheres  to  the  older  styles  of  furniture.  The  development  of  the 
aesthetic  keeps  pace  with  the  growth  of  material  prosperity.  This  is 
observable  everywhere  over  the  district  A  few  years  ago  it  was 
comparatively  rare  to  see  a  painted  school-house — now  it  is  as  rare 
to  find  one  unpainted.  The  interiors  are  ornamented  with  pictures. 
Autumn  leaves,  wreaths  of  evergreen,  and  drawings  by  the  pupils. 
Pots  of  blooming  plants  are  seen  in  very  many  of  the  school  win- 
dows, and  the  play  grounds  are  bordered  with  thrifty  young  elms, 
birch,  maples,  and  other  beautiful  forest  trees.  On  the  1 2th  May 
this  year  we  had  an  Arbor  Day  for  the  larger  graded  schools  through- 
out this  district  Numbers  of  trees  were  planted  at  Amherst,  Parrs- 
boro'.  Spring  Hill  Mines,  Oxford,  and  other  places  in  Cumberland. 
At  the  Acadia  Iron  Mines  of  West  Colchester  300  pupils  assembled 
in  the  morning  to  hear  a  lecture  on  arboriculture,  the  economic 
value  of  trees,  influence  of  forests  on  climate,  etc,  after  which  the 
boys  planted  over  50  trees  on  the  school  grounds,  while  the  girls 
spent  the  day  decorating  their  respective  departments.  At  our  local 
district  Teachers'  Association  to  be  held  in  Cumberland  in  December 
of  this  year  it  is  expected  that  a  resolution  willybe  passed  directinf( 
the  attention  of  the  educational  authorities  to  the  advisability  of 
appointing  a  regular  Arbor  Day  for  the  Province,  and  otherwise 
encouraging  the  planting  of  trees  and  protection  of  our  forests. 

The  new  buildings  in  course  of  erection  when  I  made  my  last 
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report  have  been  completed.  A  new  school-house  in  conjunction 
with  a  public  hall  is  under  contract  at  Spencer's  Island.  A  new  and 
elegant  front  with  bell  tower  is  to  be  added  to  the  Graded  School 
buuding  in  Parrsboro'  Town.  The  building  at  Fox  River  Mountain 
has  been  finished,  and  school  will  open  in  November.     Four  new 

f graded  schools  of  two  departments  each  were  established  in  Cumber- 
and  last  year,  aad  the  proposed  amalgamation  of  two  small  but 
densely  populated  sections  in  the  District  of  Parrsboro'  will  probably 
result  in  the  formation  of  another  graded  school  at  an  early  day. 

Records  for  the  summer  term  show  a  very  gratifying  decrease  in 
the  number  of  children  returned  as  not  having  attended  school. 
There  are  in  Cumberland  only  567  of  such  delinquents  as  compared 
with  846  last  summer;  and  I  believe  these  figures  are  as  nearly  as 
possible  coiTect.  In  many  sections  the  law  making  attendance 
compulsory  was  adopted  at  the  annual  meeting;  and  though  this 
law  has  not  in  any  case  been  actually  enforced,  yet  its  moral  effect 
is  gradually  making  itself  felt.  I  believe  it  is  largely  owing  to  such 
a  law  that  the  number  of  children  this  term  unregistered  as  attend- 
ing school  is  so  low.  Judging  from  the  history  of  the  past,  it  is  pro- 
bable that  in  the  near  future  every  ordinarily  healthy  child  of  school 
age  will  be  enrolled  on  the  school  register  of  the  section. 

Course  of  Study, — The  new  course  of  study  has  been  in  successful 
operation  in  Cumberland,  West  Colchester  and  Stirling  ever  since  its 
ratification  by  the  Council.  I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  its  value. 
Before  its  adoption  our  schools  were  practically  unclassified;  to-day 
every  one  of  the  223  schools  in  this  inspectoral  district  is  perfectly 
classified,  and  more  or  less  perfectly  graded.  It  is,  as  you  are  aware, 
quite  impossible  to  secure  a  scientifically  exact  grading  in  rural  mis- 
cellaneous schools,  but  by  closely  following  the  requirements  of  the 
course  we  have  attained  as  near  perfection  as  the  most  ardent  advo- 
cate of  the  new  system  could  have  anticipated.  Any  difficulties 
naturally  inseparable  from  the  introduction  of  an  entirely  new  sys- 
tem have  long  since  vanished.  There  is  no  friction;  and  none  of  our 
teachers  dream  of  making  changes  or  exercising  meddlesome  inter- 
ference, but  are  all  following  closely  and  faithfully  the  printed  sche- 
dule which,  by  your  instruction,  has  been  placed  in  every  register. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  most  important  results  gained  in 
schools  where  the  course  is  intelligently  operated: 

1.  Proper  classification. 

2.  Approximately  perfect  grading. 

3.  Judicious  allotment  of  time  and  attention  to  each  branch  of 
study  in  its  natural  order  of  importance. 

Indirectly,  the  course  stimulates  laggards  to  exertion,  and  it  has 
already  proved  a  powerful  lever  to  secure  greater  regularity  in 
attendance.  A  fair  proportion  of  oral  work  is  now  being  accom- 
plished in  a  very  satisfactory  manner — ^more  particularly  is  this  the 
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case  in  graded  schools  of  several  departments.  I  have  no  hesitation 
in  reiterating  a  statement  made  on  a  previous  occasion,  that  the  in- 
troduction of  the  new  course  of  study  marks  one  of  the  grandest 
strides  ever  taken  in  the  history  of  common  school  education  in  this 
Province. 

» 
Apparatus. — The  apparatus  and  appliances  necessary  to  illusti-ate 
the  science  work  laid  down  in  the  course  are  being  quite  liberally 
provided.  This  is  particularly  true  in  the  large  centres,  as  Amherst, 
Acadia  Iron  Mines,  Parrsboro*.  Spring  Hill  Mines,  Oxford  and  Great 
Village,  but  even  in  many  of  the  more  remote  and  comparatively 
isolated  country  sections  generous  efforts  are  being  made  to  provide 
such  apparatus  as  any  ordinarily  intelligent  teacher  can  make  effective 
in  the  illustration  of  oral  science  work.  We  have  a  good  supply  of 
ball  frames,  maps,  and  ample  blackboard  surface  of  excellent  quality. 
This  latter  has  been  greatly  extended  since  the  general  introduction 
of  Industrial  and  Freehand  Drawing. 

Brandies  taught  are  those  laid  down  in  the  Course  of  Study,  with 
especial  reference  to  the  more  practical  work.  We  have  paid  very 
particular  attention  to  arithmetic,  and  I  am  glad  to  report  every 
school  as  having  brought  this  most  important  branch  up  to  the  re- 

?uired  standard.  Penmanship  also  receives  especial  consideration, 
ndustrial  Drawing  is  now  classed  as  eminently  practical,  and  as  suck 
we  have  devoted  a  large  measure  of  attention  to  this  comparatively 
new  branch.  During  term  just  closed,  Cumberland  showed  3528 
studying  Freehand;  West  Colchester  and  Sterling,  2095 — making  a 
total  of  5623.  This,  you  will  observe,  is  a  very  gratifying  increase 
over  last  year,  the  total  in  which  was  4826.  As  mentioned  in  my 
previous  report,  prizes  for  Industrial  Drawing,  Original  Design  and 
Penmanship  were  offered  by  the  committee  of  the  District  Agricul- 
tural Exhibition,  held  at  Amherst  last  October.  The  first  and  second 
prizes  for  Drawing  were  taken  by  pupils  of  the  school  taught  by 
Miss  Abbie  C.  Gray  at  New  Annan,  in  the  District  of  Sterling.  This 
is  a  strictly  miscellaneous  school  in  a  purely  rural  section,  and  the 
pupils  had  but  three  terms'  practice,  nor  had  Miss  Gray  ever  received 
any  especial  training  as  a  teacher  of  Drawing.  Miss  Hallie  Hatfield, 
of  Port  Greville,  took  first  prize  in  Writing — the  second  was  carried 
off  by  one  of  the  pupils  at  Amherst  Academy.  The  best  full  series 
of  copy  books  come  from  Principal  Fraser's  department,  Acadia 
Mines.  An  Honor  Certificate  for  best  specimens  of  Map-drawing 
(no  prizes  were  offered  in  this  class)  was  awarded  to  Miss  Forman, 
Londonderry.  Honor  Certificate  for  best  collection  of  mineralogical 
specimens  was  taken  by  Principal  Lay,  of  the  Amherst  Academy.  In 
connection  with  the  subject  of  Drawing,  Design,  etc.,  we  have  amply 
verified  the  statement  of  the  Director  of  the  Massachusetts  Art 
Schools  in  his  lecture  before  our  Provincial  Educational  Association 
three  years  ago.  Professor  Smith  asserted  that  specialists  were  un- 
necessary  and  out  of  place  as  teachers  of  Industrial  Drawing  in 
common  schools.  Probably,  not  more  than  one  in  three  of  our  teach- 
ers have  had  any  professional  training  in  this  branch  of  study,  yet 
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they  have  succeeded  in  teaching  themselves  and  have  been  eminently 
successful  in  imparting  to  their  pupils  the  principles  and  practice  of 
Freehand  and  Industrial  Design.  Trustees  have,  in  all  cases,  lent 
willing  assistance,  and  in  the  majority  of  sections  have  placed  the 
prescribed  texts  and  other  aids  at  the  disposal  of  the  teacher. 

Reference  to  the  statistical  tables,  which  have  already  been  for- 
warded, will  show  the  number  of  pupils  studying  the  various  other 
branches.  Pending  the  probable  directive  tendency  which  we  expect 
will  follow  the  establishment  of  the  Agricultural  Professorship  at 
Kormal  School,  we  have  only  very  lightly  touched  upon  agricultural 
chemistry  this  year.  Our  teachers  are  ready  and  willing  to  push  this 
branch,  and  all  cordially  appreciate  iDs  vast  practical  influence  on 
one  of  our  most  important  industries. 

Superior  Schools. — Faithful  adherence  to  the  Course  of  Study  haa 
made  a  notable  increase  in  the  number  of  superior  schools.  As 
might  be  expected  the  graded  departments  take  the  lead.  Excellent 
work  continues  to  be  done  in  all  the  departments  of  the  Amherst 
Academy,  under  the  supervision  of  Principal  Lay.  Almost  equally 
good  results  are  attained  in  the  various  departments  at  Acadia 
Iron  Mines,  Parrsboro,  Spring  Hill  Mines,  Oxford  and  Great  Village. 
The  best  two-department  school  in  the  district  is  at  Tatamagouche, 
under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Millar.  Other  two-department  schools  at 
Joggins'  Mines,  Wallace,  FoUeigh  Village,  River  Hebert,  Economy, 
and  Advocate  Harbor  have  also  reached  a  very  fair  standard. 
Some  of  the  best  miscellaneous  schools  are  those  taught  by  Mr. 
Scanlon,  Jov«eph  H.  Brownell,  W.  D.  Corbctt,  Everett  Crowe,  Kenneth 
Chisholm,  John  E.  Sayre,  Irvin  Frederick,  Miss  Lucy  Logan,  the 
Misses  Hunter,  Miss  Charman,  Miss  Sara  Smith,  Miss  Elmire  Fiinn, 
Miss  Drysdale,  Miss  Mary  A.  MacLeod,  Miss  Ellen  Hanison,  and 
Miss  Nettie  Clifford.  Miss  Olivia  Leak  of  the  primary  department, 
Pug  wash,  has  done  admirable  work.  It  is  but  fair  to  state  that 
there  are  many  others  well  deserving  of  mention. 

Associations. — Since  the  close  of  the  school  year  proper  wo  have 
had  our  District  Teachers'  Association,  at  Oxford.  The  attendance 
at  all  the  meetings  was  large,  many  of  the  members  having  come 
from  remote  sections  in  order  to  take  part  in  the  proceedings. 
Papers  read  by  Principals  Lay,  Eraser  ancl  others,  were  very  practi- 
cal and  instructive  and  were  highly  appreciated.  The  Professor  of 
Agriculture  from  the  Teachers'  Training  School,  Truro,  did  us  good 
service  both  in  the  day  and  night  sessions.  His  paper  on  Theoretical 
Agriculture,  and  illustrations  of  the  methods  of  teaching  followed  in 
his  department,  with  hints  on  the  teaching  of  Agricultural  Chemistry 
in  connection  with  our  common  school  work,  are  calculated  to  have 
a  wide  reaching  influence  in  this  district.  The  first  evening  session 
was  devoted  to  a  public  lecture  by  the  Superintendent  of  Education. 
This  lecture  was  free  to  the  public  and  was  delivered  in  the  Baptist 
Church,  no  other  building  in  the  place  being  sufficiently  large  to 
accommodate  the  nuniber  present  on  such  an  occasion.     Addresses 
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were  delivered  by  leading  gentlemen  of  Oxford.  The  discussions 
following  papers  read  at  this  association  were  entirely  practical  and 
to  the  point.  I  may  mention  that  this  was  the  fifth  meeting  of  this 
Association  since  its  first  organization,  six  years  ago.  The  stimulus 
of  these  meetings  infuses  new  vigor  into  the  members  of  the  teaching 
profession,  and  reacts  most  beneficially  on  our  schools.  Nearly  one 
hundred  of  the  teachers  of  this  district  attended  the  Provincial 
Educational  Association  at  Truro  in  July  of  the  present  year,  and 
the  importance  of  regular  attendance  at  these  meetings  need  only  be 
mentioned  to  be  acknowledged. 

I  have  purposely  avoided  figures  as  much  as  possible  in  this 
report,  as  my  tables  of  statistics  have  already  been  placed  in  your 
hands. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  thank  you  most  cordially  for  the  prompti- 
tude and  unvarying  courtesy  witn  which  you  have  responded  to  my 
many  requests  for  advice  and  counsel  in  the  various  trying  circum- 
stances that  every  inspector  meets  with  who  endeavors  faithfully 
and  impartially  to  discharge  the  difficult  and  oft  times  delicate  duties 
connected  with  a  position  of  such  a  character. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

w,  D,  Mckenzie. 

To  David  Allison.  Esq.,  M.  A.,  LL.  D., 

Sv/perintendent  of  EducatioTU 


♦DISTRICT  No.  7.— CAPE  BRETON  AND  RICHMOND. 


Sir,— 

I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report  on  educational 
matters  in  District  No.  7,  for  the  school  year  ended  31st  October, 
1885. 

I  shall  begin  by  comparing,  as  usual,  a  few  of  the  most  important 
figures  in  the  statistical  returns  for  the  year,  with  corresponding 
ones  of  the  previous  year.     First,  with  regard  to  teachers  employed : 

*8ee  note  on  page  57. 
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Cape   Breton  County. 

WINTER  TSBM.  ST7MMBB  TKBM. 

A    B      C      D.  A  B      C  D. 

1884— Males 3     21     27     32  3  25     21  34 

Females 2     22 ,  21  0  5     23  26 

"        Ass't ...  *  1 

1885— Males 3     25     2i     34  4  23    22  38 

Females 4     24    30  . .  3    29  30 

Richmond  County. 

1884— Males 1     10     10    12  1  8      9  17 

Females 15     16  . .  . .     14  22 

1885— Males 1       8     10     11  1  5      8  14 

Females 1     13     19  ..  1     12  25 

The  following  table  is  a  comparative  statement  of  the  number  of 
schools  in  operation,  and  the  attendance  of  pupils  at  school : 

Cape    Breton. 


1884. 

Winter  Term 

Summer    "      .... 

1885. 

Winter  Term 

Summer    "      .... 

1884. 

Winter  Term 

Summer    "       . . . . 

1885. 

Winter  Term 

Summer      "     . . . . 


f 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Grand  total 

Total  No. 

Soh'ols 
in 

PupU.  re- 

days 

Average  daily 
attendanoe. 

different 
pupils 

eewi'n. 

gMered. 

attendance. 

dur'gyear. 

125 

6910 

376246 

3479.6 

|7268 

137 

6361 

355858 

3479. 

141 

6096 

383102 

3542.6 

|7485 

1 

149 

6508 

361045 

3579.4 

Proportion 

of 
population. 


1  in  4.3 


1  in  4.1 


Richmond  County. 


64 
71 

63 
66 


2239 
2472 

2178 
2490 


125112 
134405 

127276 
141271 


1140.6 
1361.4 

1226.3 
1369. 


1 2354 


} 


2796 


1  in  6.3 


1  in  5.4 


80 


BEPOBTB  OF  INBPECTOBS* 


With  the  year  just  closed  began  the  third  decade  of  the  operation 
of  our  present  school  system,  and  comparisons  with  former  epochs  in 
the  hiistory  of  our  schools  might  therefore  be  considered  in  order.  I 
do  not  purpose,  however,  entering  largely  into  statistics,  but  shall 
merely  compare  the  number  of  schools  in  operation,  and  the  attend- 
ance of  pupils  at  school  last  year,  with  the  corresponding  numbers  at 
former  periods.  I  take  the  year  1869,  because  that  year  is  the 
remotest  of  which  I  happen  to  have  the  Report  at  hand,  and  the 
^ear  1875  being  the  first  of  the  last  decade* 


Cape    Breton    County. 


No.  of  Section!. 

No.    ot  Ohildren 

at  School  some  put 

of  thf  few. 

Proportion  of  population  at  School. 

1869 
1875 
1885 

117 
125 
130 

6798 
6483 
7485 

1    in    3.9 
1    in    4.1 
1    in    4.1 

1869 
1875 
1S85 


Richmond  County. 

60  3583 
64  3487 
70       2796 


1  in  4.2 
1  in  4.1 
1    in    5.4 


While  it  will  be  seen  that  the  increase  in  the  former  County  in  all 
the  items  quoted  has  been  steady  and  satisfactory,  the  same  cannot 
be  said  with  regard  to  the  latter.  I  think,  however,  that  tl)e  year 
1885  happens  to  be  an  unfortunate  one  for  purposes  of  comparison 
as  far  as  the  County  of  Richmond  is  concernerl,  and  that  exceptional 
causes  operated  to  bring  about  the  result  indicated.  It  is  largely  a 
fishing  county,  and  the  year  under  review  has  been  a  hard  one  for 
our  fishin;^^  population;  and  it  is  not  difficult  to  understand  how,  in 
times  of  depression  and  consequent  poverty,  the  children  caimot  be 
prepared  to  attend  school  as  in  ordinary  times.  Eight  sections, 
nearly  11^  per  cent  of  all  the  sections  of  the  County,  for  one  reason 
or  another,  had  no  school  at  all  during  the  year,  and  two  of  the 
largest  and  most  populous  sections  in  the  County,  Poulamond  and 
Little  Ance  namely,  were  without  school  during  last  winter  terra,  in 
consequence  of  their  school  buildings  having  been  condemned  by  the 
Board  of  Commissioners  as  unfit  for  school  purposes — a  means  which 
has  not  unfrequently  to  be  employed  as  a  dernier  iresorf  to  bring 
careless  ratepayers  to  a  sense  of  their  duty  in  providing  needea 
accommodation.  That  so  many  schools  should  ever  be  closed  at  the 
same  time  is  a  misfortune  for  which  no  good  and  sufficient  reason 
can  bo  as'^igned.  In  the  majority  of  cases,  the  lack  of  teachers  is  the 
excuse  given,  but  just  how  far  it  may  be  accepted  as  a  good  one.  it 
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is  difficult  to  determine,  because  the  special  eflforts  put  forth  to  secure 
teachers  in  the  proper  way  and  at  the  proper  time  are  not  easily 
ascertainable.  Trustees  who  apply  in  time  to  the  Inspector,  holding 
out  reasonable  inducements  for  the  class  of  teachers  required,  are 
seldom  disappointed. 

The  blessings  of  education  are  practically  placed  within  the  reach 
of  every  child  in  the  Province,  and  some  persons  must  be  answerable 
for  the  advantages  lost  to  so  many  growing  children.  Where  this 
irreparable  loss  is  fairly  attributable  to  criminal  neglect  and  in- 
difference, be  it  on  the  part  of  parent  or  trustee,  the  responsibility  is 
a  heavy  one  indeed  I  How  many  men  of  middle  and  more  advanced 
age,  at  this  day,  are  heard  to  express  the  deepest  regret  that  the 
glorious  privileges  now  so  easily  within  the  reach  of  their  children 
were  denied  to  themselves  in  their  youth  !  How  many  children  now 
growing  up  will  have  reason  some  day,when  it  will  be,  alas,  too  late, 
to  bitterly  repent  the  loss  of  the  inestimable  blessing  of  education, 
and  perhaps  to  curse  the  persons  whose  apathy  and  neglect  subjected 
them  to  it !  It  must,  however,  be  admitted  that  for  a  large  number 
of  the  population  of  Richmond  County,  the  advantages  enjoyed  are 
not  equal  with  those  of  other  nationalities.  The  resiilts  obtained  by 
sending  French  children  to  English  schools  are  often  so  unsatisfactory 
as  to  excuse,  in  a  great  measure,  the  indifference  displayed  by  our 
Acadian  people  in  common  school  education. 

• 
The  county  of  Cape  Breton  makes  a  better  showing  in  the  number 
of  schools  unoccupied  during  the  year,  the  number  being  twelve,  or 
a  fraction  under  eight  per  cent — still  too  large  a  proportion. 

Nevj  Buildings. — Since  my  last  report,  the  new  school  house 
therein  referred  to  as  approaching  completion  in  the  important 
section  of  Bridgeport,  Cape  Breton  county,  has  been  finished,  well 
furnished  with  improved  desks  and  occupied,  and  three  departments 
are  now  in  operation,  instead  of  two  as  heretofore.  There  is  a  spare 
room  in  reserve,  equal  in  size  and  finish  to  those  in  use,  the  trustees 
having  wisely  provided  for  the  not  very  distant  future  needs  of  a 
thriving  and  growing  mining  centre  like  Bridgeport.  All  concerned 
deserve  much  credit  for  this  fine  school  house ;  and  too  much  praise 
cannot  be  accorded  the  trustees,  and  especially  their  energetic 
secretary,  Mr.  Johnston,  for  the  successful  issue  of  a  task  of  more 
than  ordinary  difficulty.  A  third  department  has  been  opened  in  the 
section  of  Reserve  and  Lorway,  in  a  building  rented  to  meet  present 
wants.  The  building  in  question,  I  found  to  be  very  unsuitable,  and 
the  many  and  great  defects  of  the  other  buildings  so  often  com- 
plained of ,  are  still  unremedied.  But  "great  bodies  move  slowly," 
and  the  power  at  the  back  of  the  schools  in  question  ia  a  great  body 
— a  wealthy  English  corporation.  As  the  result  of  an  interview  with 
the  trustees,  at  which  I  was  requested  to  point  out  explicitly  the 
defects  complained  of  and  their  proposed  remedies,  I  was  given  to 
understand  that  the  time  was  not  far  distant  when,  as  the  represen- 
tative of  our  school  system  with  all  its  exactions,  I  would  have  no 
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further  reason  to  complain.  Quod  bonum  felix  faustumque  »il 
The  "  New  Mines,"  as  the  locality  with  the  double  name  is  familiarly 
called,  is  a  growing  and  promising  place,  and  it  cannot  be  much 
longer  neglected  in  this  particular;  so  I  am  full  of  hope.  An  addi- 
tional department,  making  the  fifth,  has  been  opened  in  the  section 
of  Little  Glace  Bay.  Here,  also,  the  building  used  is  only  rented 
temporarily.  The  trustees,  however,  have  the  matter  of  suitable  and 
increased  accommodation,  to  meet  the  growing  requirements  of  the 
place,  under  consideration,  and  judging  by  the  past,  no  fears  need  be 
entertained  but  that,  in  due  course,  the  result  will  be  something 
creditable  to  their  intelligence  and  to  the  large  and  important  section 
they  represent.  After  much  effort  on  the  part  of  the  few  active 
friends  of  education  in  Louisburg,  a  second  department  was  opened 
last  term,  in  an  old  long-abandoned  school  house,  scarcely  fit  for  the 
purpose.  The  return  places  the  number  of  children  between  5  and 
15  years  of  age  in  the  section  at  90,  and  the  number  enrolled  in  the 
two  schools  at  39  and  40  respectively — 79  in  all — showing  that  the 
additional  department  was  not  a  superfluous  luxury.  The  friends 
of  progress  in  this  section  unfortunately  experience  much  difficulty 
on  account  of  the  opposition  of  obstructionists.  New  school  houses, 
calculated  to  meet  the  necessities  of  the  sections,  have  been  erected 
and  occupied,  during  the  year,  at  Grand  Narrows  and  East  Bay 
Chapel,  the  latter  section  enjoying  school  privileges  last  year  for  the 
first  time  since  the  winter  of  1881  when  the  former  school  house  was 
destroyed  by  fire.  The  new  section  established  in  1884  at  Victoria 
Bridge  also  had  school  during  the  year  in  a  temporary  rented  build- 
ing. In  the  county  of  Richmond,  building  operations  were  confined 
to  the  section  of  Poulamond  above  referred  to.  Here  a  new  school 
house  was  erected  and,  though  unfinished  inside,  occupied  during  the 
summer  term,  and  it  seemed  to  be  fairly  comfortable.  Numerous 
minor  improvements  were  effected  in  other  sections,  which  it  is  not 
necessary  to  specify,  but  which  on  the  whole  indicate  material  pro- 
gress. While  on  the  subject  of  school  buildings,  I  may  state  that  in 
the  absence  of  authorized  plans  and  designs  it  is  often  very  difficult 
to  induce  trustees  and  ratepayers  to  erect  buildings  adapted,  either 
as  to  size  or  design,  to  the  objects  intended  and  to  the  requirements 
of  the  locality.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  suggestions  on  this  head 
made  in  your  last  report  will  be  carried  out  at  an  early  day. 

The  academy  at  Sydney,  under  the  management  of  Principal  Mc- 
Kittrick  and  Vice-principal  MacKeen,  continues  to  do  excellent  work. 
I  forbear,  however,  making  in  this  report  any  extended  remarks  on 
the  character  and  work  of  this  institution  in  view  of  the  following 
facts : — (1)  At  the  time  of  my  official  visit  last  term,  the  attendance 
was  decimated  by  the  presence  in  the  town  of  the  dreaded  small- 
pox;  and  (2)  the  "Act  to  Encourage  Academic  Education,"  passed 
in  the  last  session  of  Parliament,  inaugurates  this  year  a  new  era  in 
the  history  of  int^mediate  education  in  our  Province.  That  that 
measure  is  calculated  to  give  a  wholesome  stimulus  to  our  County 
Academies,  there  can  scarcely  be  room  for  doubt,  and  I  am  sure  that 
under  its  provisions  Sydney,  as  in  the  past,  will  give  a  good  account 
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of  herself.  Several  of  the  leading  graded  schools  throughout  the 
district  are  also  doing  educational  work  of  a  high  order,  notably 
those  of  North  Sydney,  Sydney  Mines,  Little  Glace  Bay,  Gowrie  and 
Block  House,  in  Cape  Breton  County.  These  sections  aim  at  secur- 
ing the  best  teachers  available,  and  by  paying  liberal  salaries  succeed 
in  doing  so,  and  the  result  is  very  satisfactory  work. 

The  character  of  the  work  done  at  the  Young  Ladies  Acadetny 
^t  Arichat  continues  to  keep  up  the  high  reputation  of  the  Sisters 
of  the  Congregation  of  Notre  Dame.  There  are,  of  course,  many 
excellent  teachers  in  the  miscellaneous  schools  of  the  district  whom 
it  is  impossible  and  unnecessary  in  a  paper  of  this  kind  to  specify, 
but  who,  considering  the  diflSculties  under  which  they  labor,  are  also 
doing  excellent  work.  That  there  are  many  teachers  of  all  grades 
who  do  not  come  up  to  the  mark  or  standard  of  excellence  expected 
of  them,  is  also  a  fact,  but  on  the  whole  I  am  happy  to  state  that 
the  general  educational  progress  is  sure  and  steady,  and  such  as  to 
inspire  the  highest  hope  for  the  future  of  the  great  mass  of  our 
rising  youth. 

The  sixth  annual  meeting  of  the  Teachers*  Association  of  the 
District  was  held  at  Sydney  on  the  17th  and  18th  of  September, 
eighty  teachers  attending  t}\e  various  sessions.  This  is,  I  think, 
the  highest  membership  yet  attained,  showing  that  the  interest 
in  the  aims  and  objects  of  the  Association  is  not  flagging.  The 
papers  generally  were  well  thrmght  out  and  ably  written  essays, 
which  elicited  considerable  discussion.  The  presence  and  assist- 
ance of  the  Superintendent  of  Education  contributed  in  no  small 
degree  to  the  success  of  this  meeting,  and  both  were  accord- 
ingly acknowledged  by  a  cordial  vote  of  thanks.  A  noticeable 
feature  in  the  attendance  of  teachers  was  a  larger  number  than  ever 
before  from  the  County  of  Richmond. 

At  the  annual  Teachers'  Examination,  115  candidates  for  the  dif- 
ferent grades  presented  themselves  at  Sydney  Station,  and  31  at 
Arichat.     Following  are  the  particulars  and  results : 

Sydney,  Grade  A,  1,  Mr.  H.  Mellish,  B.  A.,  who  scored  the 
-splendid  average  of  77.7  per  cent  Grade  B,  10,  of  these,  one  only 
was  entirely  successful,  7  of  the  remainder  obtaining  Grade  C,  1  D, 
and  one  receiving  no  award.  Grade  C,  59,  of  whom  19  succeeded, 
18  secured  the  next  grade  and  22  failed  altogether.  Grade  D,  45,  of 
whom  10  succeeded  and  the  remaining  35  failed.  Thus  57  succeeded 
in  obtaining  some  grade  of  license,  but  that  number  does  not  repre- 
sent the  acquisition  of  new  material  to  the  teaching  staff,  as  20  of 
them  already  held  licenses,  leaving  the  number  of  new  teachers  at  37. 

Arichat.  Grade  B,  3,  all  successful.  Grade  C,  13,  of  whom  6 
succeeded,  5  obtained  Grade  D,  and  2  failed  entirely.  Grade  D,  15, 
11  succeeded  and  4  failed.  The  total  number  of  successful  candidates 
at  this  station  was  25,  of  whom  7  already  held  some  grade  of 
license,  and  18  are  new  teacb«)rs. 
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As  last  year  I  was  called  upon  to  record  the  loss  of  one  of  the 
school  commissioners  of  Richmond  county,  this  time  I  regret  to  an- 
nounce that  the  board  of  the  County  df  Cape  Breton  has  been  visited 
by  the  hand  of  death  in  the  person  of  the  Rev.  S.  Kendall.  Although 
not  taking  a  very  active  part  in  the  proceedings  of  the  board  in  lat^ 
years,  yet  the  records  show  that  he  was  seldom  absent  from  its  de- 
liberations, and  he  was  known  to  take  a  deep  interest  in  educational 
matters.  The  teachers  present  at  the  association  of  1884  will,  I  am 
sure,  long  remember  the  kind  and  sympathetic  words  of  the  mild  old 
gentleman  in  his  address  of  encouragement  on  that  occasion.  A 
finished  scholar  himself,  he  showed  that  his  heart  was  in  the  work 
and  with  the  workers. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  pages,  the  statistical  tables  already 
forwarded  will  furnish  almost  any  phase  of  information  desirable 
from  figures.  Indeed  I  respectfully  submit  whether  some  of  them 
might  not  be  simplified  considerably,  if  not  dispensed  with  alto- 
gether, as  entailing  more  labor  than  the  value  of  the  information 
warrants. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  leave  to  thank  you  for  your  uniform  kindness 
and  courtesy  in  our  official  intercourse,  and  to  express  my  apprecia- 
tion of  many  acts  of  kindness  and  assistance  received  at  the  hands 
of  many  of  the  commissioners  of  schools  and  of  the  teachers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Yours  very  respectfully, 

M.  J.  T.  MACNEIK 
To  David  Allison,  Esq.,  LL.  D., 

Superintemd^nt  of  Education. 
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IIEPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  SCHOOL  COMMISSIONERS. 


CH  AIRMAN'S     REPORT. 


Office  of  Commissioners  of  Schools,         ) 
Halifax,  N.  S.,  October  31st,  1885.  J 

To  David  Allison,  Esq.,  LL.  D., 

Supervatendeni  of  Edxication. 

Sir,— 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  the  information  of  the  Council 
of  Public  Instruction  reports  from  the  Supervisor  and  from  the 
'Secretary  of  the  School  Board.  These  reports  give  all  requisite 
details  as  to  the  work  of  the  schools  and  the  receipt  and  expenditure 
of  school  moneys. 

I  have  devoted  much  time  to  the  Public  Examinations  taking  place 
in  the  various  schools  almost  fortnightly.  There  has  been  gratifying 
evidence  of  the  interest  taken  in  them  by  many  of  the  more  intelli- 
gent of  our  public-spirited  citizens.  By  their  presence  and  assistance 
these  have  done  much  to  stimulate  and  encourage  both  teachers  and 
pupils. 

The  hopes  regarding  higher  education,  to  which  I  gave  expression 
in  closing  my  report  last  year,  have  been  fully  realized.  The  legis- 
lature 01  last  winter  passed  such  an  act  as  enabled  the  Board 
of  School  Commissioners  to  extend  to  every  boy  and  girl  of 
Halifax  the  inestimable  blessings  of  free  secondary  education.  The 
movement  in  favor  of  the  hi'jher  studies — the  c(mnectincr  link 
between  the  common  schools  and  the  colleges — has  resulted  in  the 
Board  takin^j  measures  to  extend  the  educational  advantages  of  St. 
Patrick's  department  for  boys.  The  Halifax  High  School  and  St. 
Patrick  s  High  School  for  girls  have  done  much  to  inspire  those  of 
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the  Common  Schools  from  which  they  derive  their  pupils  with  aa 
ambition  to  excel — an  inspiration  which  will  henceforth  be  felt 
within  a  larger  circle. 

For  many  years  we  have  had  some  excellent  common  schools,  but 
our  High  School  has  suffered  greatly  from  want  of  organic  union 
with  the  great  educational  system  of  the  Province.  It  lacked  the 
stimulus,  support,  and  sympathy  accorded  to  institutions  in  har- 
mony with  the  spirit  of  the  times,  notwithstandinjif  that  the  masters 
did  all  in  their  power  to  make  it  as  useful  as  possible.  But  now  that 
we  are  to  have  High  School  education,  free  to  all  conditions  of  society 
and  to  both  sexes,  we  may  reasonably  look  for  better  results.  High 
schools  and  academies  are  established  and  vigorously  supported  in 
almost  every  town  and  village  of  the  Province.  Unless  the  people  of 
Halifax  are  content  to  be  driven  from  every  field  of  competition  they 
also  will  have  to  look  after  their  interests  by  fostering  education — 
not  a  miserable  pittance  of  education — but  an  education  sound,  deep, 
and  practical.  Only  that  city  can  be  prosperous  which  is  possessed 
of  the  virtue  and  industry  which  result  from  a  cultivated  intelligence. 
After  having  been  a  School  Commissioner  for  the  period  of  six  and  a 
half  years,  I  retire  from  the  Board  assured  that  this  community  is 
sound  at  heart  on  the  educational  question,  and  that  on  the  whole  we 
are  advancing  in  the  right  direction. 

I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  the  complete  success  which  attended 
our  first  Arbor  Day.  Pu])ils,  teachers  and  citizens  all  contributed  their 
part.  After  addresses  to  the  teachers  and  pupils  by  Commissioners 
and  prominent  citizens,  and  a  lesson  in  tree-planting  by  Herbert 
Harris,  Esq.,  the  principals  of  the  several  schools  took  charge  of  the 
work  in  their  respective  play-grounds.  A  large  number  of  ornamen- 
tal trees  were  set  out,  which  will  eventually  add  much  to  the  appear- 
ance of  the  city  and  serve  to  develop  in  the  rising  generation  a  taste 
for  the  beautiful.  In  many  cases  the  interest  elicited  led  to  the 
planting  of  trees  around  the  homes  of  the  pupils.  I  would  recom- 
mend that  an  Arbor  Day  be  set  apart  for  the  whole  province,  on 
which  day  it  would  be  the  duty  of  teachers  to  instruct  their  pupils 
with  reference  to  the  necessity  for  preserving  and  extending  our  use- 
ful and  ornamental  forest-trees^  as  well  as  direct  their  eflTorts  at  tree- 
planting. 

The  attention  of  the  Board  has  been  recently  called  to  the  svstem 
of  half-time  schools  in  successful  operation  in  Hamilton,  Wash- 
ington, and  elsewhere.  The  report  of  the  Supervisor  on  that  subject 
would  seem  to  point  to  the  possibility  of  some  economy  being  effected 
in  that  direction. 

We  continually  hear  it  safd  that  so  much  education  as  is  now 
bestowed  on  our  poorer  classes  has  a  tendencjr  to  unfit  them  for  the 
vocations  in  life  which  must  inevitablj^  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  most 
of  them.  That  eight  or  ten  years  spent  in  any  of  our  orderly  and 
well-conducted  schools,  in  the  diligent  and  systematic  pursuit  of  the 
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various  branches  of  knowledge,  can  lead  to  any  other  result  than  the 
formation  of  habits  of  industry,  obedience  to  constituted  authority, 
and  that  self-respect  that  deters  from  crime,  is  to  me  inconceivable. 
Yet,  I  think  it  would  be  well  to  ^ve  more  encouragement  to  the 
directly  practical, — by  teaching  the  boys  the  use  of  the  various 
mechanical  tools, — and  by  teaching  the  girls  the  arts  of  sewing  and 
cooking, — in  short,  by  the  introduction  of  such  fundamental  prin- 
ciples of  manual  training  as  are  common  to  all  the  arts,  thus 
engendering  in  the  minds  of  all  a  thorough  respect  for  honest  labor 
by  associating  it  with  intellectual  pursuits. 

It  is  with  much  satisfaction  that  I  report  that  a  wise  economy  has 
characterized  the  expenditures  of  the  Board  during  the  last  year. 
They  have  so  far  kept  well  within  their  estimates  in  most  of  the  ser- 
vices for  the  year  ending  30th  April,  1886.  There  were  several 
heavy  drafts  upon  the  contingent  and  repair  funds,  but  these  are 
counterbalanced  by  retrenchment  elsewhera  Of  the  $49,500  esti- 
mated for  teacher  s  salaries,  only  $23,942.74  have  been  expended,  not- 
withstanding that  in  the  summer  term  it  was  found  necessary  to 
have  three  or  four  extra  depatments  on  account  of  the  larger  atten- 
dance in  summer.  There  remains,  therefore,  $25,557.26  not  yet 
expended,  or  $807.26  more  than  half  of  the  whole  year's  estimate 
for  teachers,  remaininor  for  the  last  half  of  the  year, — a  very  satis- 
factory showing.  Of  the  total  estimate  for  all  services  there  remains 
unexpended  $39,315,79.  In  this  connection,  I  should  remark  that  as 
fuel  and  repairs  are  mostly  provided  for  in  the  first  term,  less  than 
half  the  year's  estimate  provides  for  the  last  term.  Therefore,  with 
the  same  economy  for  the  ensuing  six  months,  there  is  likely  to  be  a 
small  surplus. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  bear  testimony  to  the  devotedness  and 
high  character  of  our  teachers  as  a  body.  Their  interest  in  the  wel- 
fare of  their  pupils  is  not  confined  to  the  schoolroom  or  to  the  culti- 
vation of  their  intellects.  Let  any  persons  who  are  doubtful  about  the 
excellent  moral  efiects  of  our  schools,  visit  them,  converse  with  the 
teachers  about  the  various  phases  of  their  work,  see  for  themselves 
the  refining  tendency  of  the  training  which  the  pupils  receive,  and 
they  will  feel  satisfied  that  a  noble  body  of  earnest  and  cultivated 
men  and  women  are  zealously  carrying  out  the  legal  enactment,  which 
makes  it  their  duty  "  to  inculcate  by  precept  and  example  a  respect 
for  religion  and  the  principles  of  Christian  morality,  and  the  highest 
regard  to  truth,  justice,  love  of  country,  loyalty,  humanity,  benevo- 
lence, sobriety,  industry,  frugality,  chastity,  temperance,  and  all  other 
virtues." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  ackhurst. 

Chairman, 
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REPORT 


of  the  Halifax  Public  Schools  for  the  year 
ended  October,  1885. 


To  THE  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Boabd  of  School  Com- 

MISSIONEBS   FOR  THE   CiTY   OF   HALIFAX: 


I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  the  following  Report  on  the 
Public  Schools  of  this  city  for  the  year  ended  Slst  Oct.,  1885  : — 
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From  an  inspection  of  this  table  it  is  seen  that  the  number  of  lady 
teachers  holding  grade  "B"  is  increasing.  Inasmuch  aa  they  are  em- 
ployeil  at  lower  salaries,  and  enable  the  Board  to  draw  as  much  Gov- 
ernment money  as  male  teachers  of  grade  "B,"  and  more  than  mate 
teachers  of  grade  "C,"  it  is  evident  that,  financially,  the  Board  gains 
by  their  employment.  As  they  continue  much  longer  in  the  pro- 
fession, on  an  average,  than  male  teachers  iu  the  second  or  third 
classes,  and  thereby  accumulate  a  larger  amount  of  professional  espe- 
rience,  and   usually  have  a  Normal  School  training,   they  become 
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much  better  teachers,  and  more  devoted  to  their  work  than  those 
who  merely  make  teaching  a  stepping-stone  to  some  more  lucrative 
profession. 

The  attendance  at  the  Poor  Asylum  school  having  dwindled  down 
to  an  average  of  five,  the  board  withdrew  the  teacher  on  the  6th  of 
March,  and  utilized  her  services  in  the  second  department  of  the  May- 
nard  street  school. 

Upon  the  completion  of  the  two  new  departments  in  Morris  street 
school  and  the  re-grading  of  the  pupils  at  Christmas  holidays,  it  was 
found  that  they  could  all  be  accommodated  in  ten  departments.  Miss 
Mutch,  the  eleventh  teacher  in  that  school,  was  therefore  transferred 
to'Albro  street  school.  There  has  been  very  great  improvement  in 
the  health  of  the  pupils  of  the  primary  classes  in  Morris  street  school 
since  the  change  from  the  crowded  cap-rooms  to  the  beautiful  rooms 
now  used.  The  teachers  were  also  very  much  benefited,  and  are  now 
doing  greatly  improved  work.  The  application  of  the  principle  of 
co-education  to  this  school  has  made  it  possible  to  have  the  pupils  so 
graded  as  to  give  to  each  teacher  the  definite  work  of  one  grade  of 
the  course  of  study.  This  gives  to  Morris  street  school  a  decided  ad- 
vanta^je  over  other  schools  not  so  well  graded. 

PUPILS   REGISTERED. 

As  shown  by  the  school  returns,  the  total  number  of  pupils  enrolled 
for  the  Winter  Term,  not  including  the  high  school,  was  5324,  of  whom 
2722  were  boys  and  2487  were  girls.  As  to  ages,  4974  were  reported 
under  fifteen  years,  and  360  above  15  years. 

These  pupils  made  a  grand  total  days'  attendance  of  394,477, — the 
average  daily  attendance  in  all  the  schools  being  3673,  or  about  32 
pupils  to  each  teacher. 

The  total  number  of  pupils  reported  as  enrolled  for  the  Summer 
Term  was  5492,  of  whom  2658  were  boys  and  2834  were  girls.  As  to 
ages,  5253  were  reported  under  15  years,  and  239  above  fifteen  years. 

These  pupils  made  a  grand  total  days*  attendance  of  368,972, — the 
average  daily  attendance  in  all  the  schools  being  3983,  or  about  42  to 
each  teacher. 

The  total  number  of  different  pupils  reported  as  attending  school 
during  some  part  of  the  year  was  6247,  or  419  more  than  during  the 
preceding  year. 

The  grand  total  days*  attendance  was  2469  days  more  than  it  was 
as  reported  last  year,  notwithstanding  one  teaching  day  less  in  each 
Term. 

The  proportion  of  population  at  school  in  this  city  for  the  year 
was  about  1  in  5.7,  a  decided  improvement  upon  last  year. 
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During  the  last  year  the  Prescribed  Course  of  Study  was  well  car- 
ried out  in  several  schools.  The  principals  sub-divided  the  work  and 
apportioned  it  to  their  associated  teachers  who  are  doing  their  best 
to  work  up  to  it.  The  Proscribed  Course  of  Studj'^  has  been  found 
very  useful  in  giving  definiteness  and  system^  so  that  each  teacher 
knows  precisely  for  how  much  of  the  course  he  is  responsible.  Many 
of  the  defects  of  which  mention  was  made  in  this  part  of  last  year's 
report  have  been  remedied.  There  yet  remains  a  necessity  for  more 
attention  to  the  Lessons  on  Nature.  They  can  scarcely  be  said  to  form 
any  part  of  the  syllabus  of  examination  on  which  teachers  are  granted 
licenses.  They  are  not  required  in  the  examination  for  entrance  into 
the  high  schools,  and  are  therefore  neglected  for  those  subiects  which 
are  so  required,  and  further,  there  are  no  appliances  yet  provided  by 
the  Board  for  the  prosecution  of  these  studies.  The  Council  of  Public 
Instruction  recommend  Prang's  Natural  History  Series  of  botanical 
and  zoological  drawings  and  cards  for  use  in  every  school.  Color 
charts.  Natural  History  cabinets,  and  model  weights  and  measures^ 
would  be  exceedingly  useful.  A  little  enthusiasm  for  these  studies 
on  the  part  of  teachers  and  pupils  would  doubtless  meet  with  a 
suitable  response  from  parents  and  school  authorities  in  the  city. 
Every  school  department  in  Pictou  town  is  provided  with  an  inter- 
esting cabinet  of  our  common  minerals,  fossils  and  objects  of  interest^ 
contributed  by  the  pupils,  or  obtained  by  the  teachers  during  their 
holiday  studies  and  travels.  Many  schools  in  every  part  of  the  pro- 
vince are  so  provided. 

HALIFAX  HIGH   SCHOOL. 

From  a  comparison  of  the  tables  given  with  those  of  last  year,, 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  attendance  in  the  high  school  has  decreased 
about  one-eighth  of  the  whole.  The  total  cost  for  the  year  just 
ended  was  88,195.91,  or  about  $91  per  pupil,  which  is  nearly  as  much 
as  the  average  cost  per  pupil  in  the  high  schools  of  Boston.  It  was> 
therefore,  manifestly  the  duty  of  the  board  to  utilize  the  entire  high 
school  building,  and  to  employ  the  teaching  staff  in  such  a  way  as 
best  to  conserve  their  energies  and  thus  reduce  the  average  cost.  In 
the  interests  of  those  whom  they  represented,  it  was  also  expedient 
that  the  Halifax  high  school  should  be  so  conducted  that  they  might 
be  able  to  claim  for  their  constituents  their  full  share  of  all  govern- 
ment grants  to  which  they  might  be  entitled.  This  they  did  in  the 
only  way  in  which  it  could  have  been  legally  accomplished.  The 
results  of  the  recent  entrance  examinations  show  that  the  attendance 
will  be  such  as  to  reduce  the  cost  per  pupil  to  $45,  of  which  the  gov- 
ernment will  contribute  about  $8  per  pupil  (academy  grant  $1,720)^ 
leaving  $37  per  pupil  to  be  assessed  upon  the  citizens 

BRUNSWICK  ST.   GIRLS*   HIGH  SCHOOL. 

The  average  age  of  the  pupils  of  this  school  was  very  much 
reduced  by  the  exodus  to  the  Normal  school,  which  took  place  at  the 
beginning  of  the  school-year.  Of  those  who  remained  one  succeeded 
in  taking  grade  *  B/  seven  grade  *  0/  und  seven  grade '  D/ 
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ST.   PATRICK'S   girls'    HIGH    SCHOOL. 

This  excellent  institution  has  fullv  justified  the  predictions  made 
of  its  success.  In  the  more  retirecl  and  convenient  rooms  to  which 
it  is  shortly  to  be  removed,  the  conditions  of  success  will  be  much 
improved.  The  second  teacher,  Sr.  De  Chantal,  obtained  a  grade 
*  B  *  with  a  good  average  at  the  last  teachers*  examination.  Of  the 
pupils  of  this  school  who  were  examined  for  licenses  four  obtained 
grade  *  C  *  and  five  grade  *  D.' 

COMMON    SCHOOLS. 

The  common  schools  show  some  improvement  during  the  last  year, 
particularly  in  the  following  points.  (1)  There  has  been  greater 
attention  paid  to  internal  organization.  The  principals  have  as  far 
as  possible  endeavored  to  secure  a  proper  correlation  of  the  various 
departments  of  their  schools  and  uniformity  in  their  general  man- 
agement. Time-tables  have  been  in  more  general  use.  There  have 
been  regular  meetings  of  the  teachers  in  many  of  the  schools,  and 
specific  reports  of  the  work  done  in  each  department  during  the 
month.  Teachers  who  work  with  a  definite  aim  and  purpose  are 
generally  successful.  (2)  Arithmetic  has  been  taught  more  success- 
fully than  formerly.  In  order  to  develop  mential  power  much 
attention  has  been  given  to  problems  requiring  original  thought. 
In  this  particular  Brunswick  street  school  has  shown  the  most 
progress.  (3)  Drawing  has  a  somewhat  more  prominent  position  in 
several  schools  since  the  teachers  began  to  take  lessons  from  Mr. 
James,  of  the  high  school.  Many  of  the  pupils  show  a  decided  taste 
for  the  universal  language,  of  which  every  person  knows  something, 
and  in  which  every  person  should  be  proficient. 

SUMMER   STREET  SCHOOL. 

The  excellent  work  done  in  the  senior  department  of  this  school  is 
evidenced  by  the  fact  that,  of  nine  candidates  who  applied  for 
license,  seven  succeeded,  viz :  one  '  B,'  four  *  C's,*  and  two  D's.'  Miss 
Ryan  has  conducted  this  class  with  much  success  since  holidays. 

MAYNARD    STREET    SCHOOL. 

This  school  is  prospering  under  the  able  management  of  Miss 
Bruce.  The  reading  of  several  of  the  pupils  at  the  public  examina- 
tion was  superior  in  expression  and  spirit  to  that  heard  at  any  of 
the  other  schools. 

MORRIS    STREET    SCHOOL. 

The  primary  class  of  this  school  is  particularly  interesting.  The 
teacher  has  by  professional  reading  and  observation  made  herself 
familiar  with  modern  educational  improvements,  and  has  thrown  her 
energies  into  her  work  with  rare  enthusiasm.  The  city  is  fortunate 
in  having  several  superior  primary  teachers  at  the  present  time. 
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PUBLIC    EXAMINATIONS. 

There  has  been  an  important  modification  in  the  manner 
and  time  of  conducting  the  public  examinations  of  the  common 
schools.  At  each  meeting  of  the  board  a  school  is  selected  by  lot  to 
be  examined  on  the  following  Wednesday.  For  this  method  the  fol- 
lowing advantages  are  claimed  :  (1)  As  the  examinations  go  on  at 
intervals  during  the  year  a  sufficient  amount  of  time  can  be  devoted 
to  each  school,  and  the  convenience  of  the  commissioners  can  be 
consulted,  so  that  they  may  be  always  represented  on  those  occasions. 
(2.)  Every  teacher  feels  the  necessity  of  being  at  all  times  prepared. 
The  various  subjects  of  study  are  kept  continually  reviewed — one  •f 
the  most  important  conditions  in  laying  the  foundation  of  an  educa- 
tion. Formerly  a  few  weeks  of  special  cram,  and  a  few  showy  reci- 
tations, formed  in  many  instances  the  basis  of  so-called  successful 
examinations. 

DRAWING. 

The  course  of  lessons  on  industrial  drawing  given  to  the  teachers 
by  Mr.  James,  of  the  high  school,  has  been  well  attended,  Jan d  the 
results  so  far  are  very  satisfactory.  An  examination  of  the  teachers 
attending  these  classes  will  be  held  on  the  19th  of  December,  after 
which  diplomas  will  be  awarded  to  those  who  obtain  an  average  of 
fifty  per  cent,  on  their  paper.  The  course  embraces  flat  outline 
drawing  and  designing  (freehand^  ;  model  and  object  drawing 
("freehand) ;  plain  geometrical  drawing  ^instrumental^  perspective 
drawing    (instrumental.) 

THE   HALF   TIME  SYSTEM. 

In  several  cities  in  which  the  number  of  pupils  is  so  gn^at  that  the 
school  authorities  have  been  unable  to  provide  them  all  with  school 
accommodation  at  the  same  time,  it  has  become  a  custom  to  arrange 
for  the  tuition  of  some  of  the  primary  classes  in  the  foienoon,  and  for 
remainder  in  the  afternoon.  By  this  method  a  school- room  can  be 
made  to  accommodate  twice  as  many  pupils  as  by  the  ordinary 
method.  In  some  cases,  teachers  also  do  double  duty,  by  teaching  one 
set  of  pupils  in  the  forenoon  and  another  set  in  the  afternoon.  I 
have  been  asked  to  ascertain  the  general  effects  of  this  system,  especi- 
ally in  Toronto.  I  found  that  this  plan  was  adopted  there  about  two 
years  ago  as  a  temporar}'^  expedient.  It  was  used  only  in  parts  of 
the  city  deficient  in  school  accommodation,  and  mostly  in  summer 
when  the  school-rooms  were  crowded.  It  was  looked  upon,  not  as  an 
experiment,  but  as  a  necessity  for  the  time  being — a  plan  to  be  set 
aside  as  soon  as  circumstances  would  permit.  For  primary  classes  it 
was  considered  that  two  and  a  half  or  three  hours  in  the  forenoon,  and 
an  hour  or  an  hour  and  a  half  in  the  afternoon,  with  an  intermission 
of  two  hours,  resulted  in  the  greatest  amount  of  intellectual  work 
without  too  great  a  strain  upon  the  physical  system.  The  school 
authorities  wished  it  to  be  distinctly  understood  that  in  the  Queen 
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City  of  Canada,  they  were  not  reduced  to  such  straits  as  to  be  com- 
pelled to  adopt  permanently  a  system  which  required  teachers  to  do 
double  duty.  Failing,  therefore,  to  learn  much  of  the  system  in  a 
place  in  which  it  had  not  been  fully  tried,  I  visited  Hamilton,  Detroit, 
Toledo  and  Washington  cities,  in  which  the  half-time  system  had 
been  in  favor  and  use  for  years.  I  found  great  diversity  in  the 
modes  of  its  application.  In  some  schools  the  older  pupils  attend  the 
forenoon  session,  and  the  younger  the  afternoon  session;  in  otheis, 
this  plan  reversed.  Some  schools  selected  the  forenoon  and  after- 
noon classes  according  to  the  preference  of  the  parents;  in  others 
according  to  the  advancement  of  the  pupils.  Some  schools  had  fore- 
noon and  afternoon  sessions,  each  two  and  a  half  hours  in  length, 
^ile  others  had  three  hours.  Some  had  unequal  sessions.  After  a 
careful  study  and  observation  of  the  various  methods,  L  have  come  to 
the  following  conclusions: — 

(a)  In  normal  conditions,  the  power  of  mental  acquisition  and  re- 
ten  tiveness  are  much  greater  in  the  forenoon  than  in  the  afternoon. 
If  this  is  true  it  follows  that  pupils  selected  for  the  forenoon  session 
would  have  the  advantage  of  being  able  to  learn  much  more  than 
those  selected  for  the  afternoon  session.  In  the  case  of  the  former 
their  mental  impressions  would  be  clearer  and  more  permanent. 

(b)  Although  the  pupils'  intellectual  keenness  is  somewhat  worn 
off  after  a  forenoon  spent  in  study  or  play,  yet  the  constructive 
faculties  are  still  sufficiently  active  for  profitable  work.  Hence  our 
best  teachers  so  arrange  their  time  tables  as  to  bring  on  those  subjects 
requiring  most  original  thought  in  the  forenoon,  while  routine  work 
is  disposed  of  in  the  afternoon. 

(c)  Therefore,  with  pupils  under  favorable  home  conditions,  and 
in  charge  of  trained  teachers  in  well-ventilated  school  rooms,  our 
present  school  hours  for  primary  classes  give  the  best  possible 
results. 

(d)  In  many  of  our  school  rooms  the  sanitary  conditions  are  so 
defective  that  pupils  attending  them  suffer  a  physical  deterioration 
which  is  very  marked.  This  evil  is  greatly  aggravated  by  similar 
defects  at  home ;  but  it  might  be  ameliorated  by  greater  care,  know- 
ledge, and  sensitiveness  on  the  part  of  teachers  and  others.  In  such 
school  rooms,  therefore,  it  is  desirable  that  the  school  hours  should 
be  curtailed  as  much  as  possible,  and  that  teachers  should  be  prepared 
to  do  a  maximum  of  work  in  a  minimum  of  time. 

(e.)  Pupils  sent  to  school  at  the  age  of  five,  kept  in  badly  venti- 
lated rooms  for  long  sessions,  without  systematic  recreation  and 
physical  exercise,  and  pressed  to  study  home  lessons  of  serious  length, 
inevitably  become  mentally  and  physically  stunted,  and  at  the  age 
of  eleven  or  twelve  are  found  inferior  to  pupils  who  have  spent  only 
half  the  time  in  school  under  more  favourable  conditions. 
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(f)  I  am  convinced,  from  the  testimony  of  many  teachers  and 
superintendents,  that  three  hours  per  day  of  well-directed  concen- 
trated attention  is  as  much  as  can  be  secured  from  very  young  pupils 
in  the  present  condition  of  our  school  rooms. 

(g)  The  money  now  spent  in  giving  full  time  tuition  to  primary 
classes  might,  with  much  more  profit  to  the  citizens,  be  spent  on 
pupils  who  have  attained  to  greater  maturity,  and  who  could  conse- 
quently benefit  by  greater  educational  facilities,  such  as  are  provided 
in  every  community  where  the  economic  advantages  of  a  good 
education  are  appreciated. 

I  would  therefore  recommend  that  in  any  department  having  many 
pupils  over  the  average  which  can  be  advantageously  taught  together, 
the  half-time  system  be  adopted  ;  that  the  older  and  moro  advanced 
pupils  be  taught  in  the  forenoon  from  9  to  12,  and  that  the  afternoon 
from  2  to  4  be  devoted  to  those  just  entering  school.  "^Pupils  a,t  the 
age  of  ^^^  are  too  young  to  begin  a  course  of  study,  such  as  is  usually 
pursued  in  our  common  schools.  It  would  be  very  profitable  for  them 
to  go  to  a  kindergarten  at  that  age  or  even  younger,  but  under  the 
present  system  the  transition  from  the  freedom  of  home  life  to  the 
severe  restraint  of  school  life  is  too  abrupt  and  unnatural.  An 
afternoon  session  for  a  term  or  two  would  serve  to  initiate  them 
gradually  and  without  doing  violence  to  their  natures.  At  the  age 
of  six,  then,  they  would  be  well  prepared  to  enter  upon  harder  and 
more  systematic  work  in  a  forenoon  session  of  three  hours. 

By  information  obtained  from  the  secretary  I  find  that  this  school 
board  would  have  saved  not  less  than  $350  by  having  adopted  the 
half-time  system  last  May.  A  still  greater  annual  saving  might  be 
efiected  hereafter  by  an  extension  of  the  systenj.  In  connection  with 
this  whole  subject  it  is  my  duty  to  report  that  the  half  time  system 
is  not  popular  with  parents  who  are  often  away  at  work,  and,  being 
unable  to  care  for  their  children  at  home,  send  them  to  school  in 
order  that  they  may  be  looked  after.  It  may  be  questioned  whether 
this  is  one  of  the  functions  of  the  school  board. 

SCHOOLHOUSES,  VENTILATION,  ETC. 

I  found  that  in  nearly  all  the  cities  which  I  visited  the  school  ac- 
commodation was  superior  to  ours ;  not  so  much,  however,  in  the 
external  appearance  of  the  buildings  as  in  their  internal  adaptation 
to  school  requirements.  They  were  more  generally  provided  with 
play  grounds.  The  class  rooms  were  large  and  well  lighted,  and  sup^ 
plied  with  superior  desks  and  blackboards.  In  one  point  the 
school  houses  of  Quebec  and  Ontario  were  quite  as  defective  as  ours. 
Every  town  had  made  some  eflbrt  to  solve  the  problem  of  ventilation, 
but  had  failed.  Some  were  slightly  better  than  others,  but  all  were 
bad.  In  passing  through  Toledo  I  remained  a  short  time  to  study 
the  system  of  which  I  had  heard  so  much  during  the  last  year.  I 
made  enquiries  from  all  classes  of  the  people  concerning  its  workings 
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and  heard  nothing  but  satisfaction  expressed.  The  teachers  were 
emphatic  in  its  praise.  I  then  visited  various  school  buildings,  saw 
it  in  use,  and  subjected  it  to  careful  experiment.  In  one  building  of 
eight  departments  there  were  two  furnaces.  One  of  the  furnaces, 
which  heated  half  the  building,  was  lighted  in  my  presence,  and  half 
an  hour  afterwards  I  found  that  the  temperature  had  been  raised 
eight  degrees.  By  the  use  of  the  anemometer  and  calculations  founded 
on  the  size  of  the  rooms,  I  found  that  the  entire  bulk  of  the  air  in 
them  had  been  changed  twice  during  that  half  hour.  I  found  that 
every  a  vantage  that  was  claimed  for  the  system  was  valid.  Its 
simplicity,  economy,  effectiveness  and  superiority  to  every  other  sys- 
tem in  use,  are  such  as  to  render  its  universal  use  a  matter  of  certainty 
in  the  near  future. 

HIGH  SCHOOLS. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  whole  history  of  education  more  wonderful 
than  the  improvement  in  public  sentiment  regarding  high  schools. 
As  a  good  example,  take  the  city  of  Hartford,  with  a  population  of 
42,000 — not  much  larger  than  Halifax.  About  thirty  years  ago  a 
high  school  was  erected  there  at  a  cost  of  $10,000,  which  was  con- 
sidered extravagant.  Doing  good  work,  however,  it  was  well  sup- 
ported by  public  opinion,  and  supplied  from  the  civic  treasury  with 
every  necessary  equipment.  It  soon  grew  to  such  proportions  as  to 
require  a  new  building,  which  cost  $160,000.  This  noble  edifice  hav- 
ing been  consumed  by  fire  in  1882,  has  been  replaced  by  a  still 
grander  building  in  1884,  costing,  with  its  furnishings,  library,  appa- 
ratus, etc.,  $285,000,  the  cost  of  the  lot  in  addition  having  been  $30,- 
000.  This  sum  of  money  was  appropriated  by  a  vote  of  the  citizens 
of  the  town  of  Hartford.  Let  us  contrast  this  city  and  another  city 
nearly  as  large — Halifax,  on  the  finest  harbor  of  the  Atlantic,  and  the 
capital  of  a  province  with  ten  times  the  natural  resources  of  Connec- 
ticut. Here  a  $40,000  building  is  considered  by  some  to  be  beyond 
the  academic  needs  of  the  city.  This  enormous  development  of  the 
high  school  system  is  not  an  American  idea.  On  this  side  of  the 
Atlantic  we  are  but  feebly  imitating  the  older  countries  of  Europe,  in 
which  it  was  long  ago  proved  by  means  of  international  exhibitions 
that  manufacturing  industries  flourished  directly  in  proportion  to  the 
attention  giving  to  the  higher  education.  It  might  be  profitable  to 
refer  to  some  particulars  in  which  the  high  schools  which  I  visited 
differ  from  our  own.  (1)  These  schools  being  larger  than  ours,  and 
in  much  larger  cities  the  process  of  specialization  had  gone  much  fur- 
ther. Some  of  them  had  as  many  as  four  courses  of  study — classical, 
commercial,  scientific,  and  industrial.  An  excellent  move  in  this 
direction  was  recently  made  by  this  board  in  the  adoption  of  two 
courses  of  study  in  the  academy — an  English  and  a  Classical.  (2)  The 
teaching  of  science  receives  more  attention.  Laboratories  are  pro- 
vided, in  which  each  pupil  is  required  to  take  a  course  of  practical 
chemistry  and  physics.  The  bearing  of  these  sciences  on  the  various 
industrial  occupations  is  kept  constantly  in  view.     (3)  Diplomas  are 

fiven  to  those  who  have  completed  the  prescribed  course  of  study. 
his  has  the  important  effect  of  keeping  pupils  longer  in  school  by 


HALIFAX  CITY   SCHOOLS.  97 


keeping  before  them  a  goal  at  which  they  are  ambitious  to  arrive. 
(4)  The  pupils  are  not  allowed  to  take  more  than  four  studies  at  one 
time,  so  that  there  is  little  danger  from  the  evils  of  over  pressure  and 
cram. 

INDUSTRIAL     EDUCATION. 

In  discussing  this  important  subject  the  following  statements  will 
be  readily  admitted  to  be  almost  axiomatic :  (a)  A  very  large 
majority  of  all  pupils  now  attending  our  schools  are  destined  to  earn 
the  greater  part  of  their  livelihood  by  some  form  of  manual  labor, 
(b)  If  a  taste  for  manual  labor  and  habits  of  active  industry  are  not 
formed  before  the  age  of  about  fifteen  they  are  seldom  formed  there- 
after, (c^  There  is  too  much  tendency  to  crowd  into  the  learned 
professions,  and  an  affectation  of  contempt  for  honest  manual  labor, 
(d)  The  system  of  apprenticeships,  by  which  special  technical  skill 
was  formerly  obtained,  has  largely  fallen,  into  disuse,  (e)  There  is 
a  demand  for  skilled  labor,  which  has  frequently  to  be  supplied  from 
abroad,  (f)  Without  in  the  least  diminishing  the  general  culture, 
which  it  is  the  fnost  important  function  of  our  schools  to  give,  they 
might  and  should  give  a  training  that  would  form  a  general  basis  for 
a  subsequent  industrial  education.  The  industrial  classes  would 
then  gain  from  the  schools  more  than  they  lose  from  the  abandon- 
ment of  the  apprenticeship  system,  (g)  Skilled  manual  training 
possesses  an  educational  value  equal  to  any  of  the  ordinary  school 
studies.  The  hand  is  educated  by  the  mind,  and  the  mind  by  the 
hand.  Let  us  have  the  cunning  hand  and  cultivated  brain.  The 
school  advantages  of  the  city  boy  are  superior  to  those  of  the  coun- 
try boy,  but  the  latter  has  his  school  education  supplemented  by  an 
industrial  education,  which  makes  him  generally  the  superior  of  his 
city  cousin.  The  following  extract  from  a  Boston  school  report 
reflects  the  statements  of  many  in  this  city  : 

"  Many  thoughtful  and  philanthropic  persons  in  the  community 
are  beginning  to  feel  that  we  are  concentrating  our  efforts  too  ex- 
clusively upon  intellectual  instruction.  It  is  thought  that  the  ten- 
dency of  the  school  is  to  give  the*  pupils  a  distoste  for  manual 
occupation ;  that  they  are  too  much  stimulated  to  persevere  in  their 
school  studies  by  fallacious  hopes  of  obtaining  a  livelihood  in  occu- 
pations which  do  not  require  manual  labor.  I  am  in  favor  of  adapt- 
ing all  our  educational  systems  and  institutions  to  the  actual  wants 
of  the  community,  and  it  strikes  me  that  this  question  of  industrial 
schools  is  at  least  worthy  of  careful  investigation.' 


II 


The  St.  Louis  manued  training  school,  the  finest  institution  of  the 
kind  in  America,  proposes  by  lengthening  the  usual  school  day  a  full 
hour  and  by  abriaging  somewhat  the  number  of  daily  recitations,  to 
find  time  for  drawing  and  tool  work,  and  thus  secure  a  more  liberal 
intellectual  and  physical  development — a  more  symmetrical  educa- 
tion. It  is  believed  that,  to  all  students,  without  regard  to  plans  for 
the  future,  the  value  of  the  training  which  can  be  got  in  shop  work, 
spending  only  eight  or  ten  hours  per  week,  is  abundantly  sufficient 
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to  justify  the  expense  of  materials,  tools,  and  teachers.  One  great 
tjbject  of  the  school  is  to  foster  a  higher  appreciation  of  the  value 
and  dignity  of  intelligent  labor  and  the  worth  and  respectability  of 
laboring  men/  I  visited  a  few  of  the  industrial  schools  of  the 
United  States,  and  was  very  much  impressed  with  the  work  done  in 
them.  I  was  surprised  to  find  that  the  annual  cost  of  such  schools 
Was  so  much  less  than  I  had  anticipated.  I  would  therefore  recom- 
mend this  important  subject  to  the  early  consideration  of  the  board. 

SEWING. 

The  following  propositions  have  my  endorsement,  and  are  also 
i-ecommended  to  the  Board :  (1)  No  girl  can  be  properly  educated 
who  cannot  sew.  It  would  be  a  waste  of  time  to  demonstrate  the 
importance  of  this  part  of  a  girl's  education.  (2)  If  this  education 
were  left  to  the  homes  it  would  be  imperfect  or  wholly  neglected, 
especially  in  the  homes  where  it  would  be  of  the  greatest  piactical 
utility.  (3)  That  sewing  should  be  an  obligatory  branch  of  instruc- 
tion in  all  elementary  public  schools  where  girls  are  taught^  is  both 
desirable  and  practicable.  (4j  This  instruction  should  begin  with 
girls  when  about  eight  jears  of  age,  and  continue  throughout  the 
elementary  course,  from  one  to  three  hours  a  week  being  given  to  the 
lessons.  (5)  The  course  of  instruction  should  be  graded,  beginning 
with  plain  sewing  and  mending  and  advancing  to  cutting  and  fittings 
(6)  The  regular  teachers  might  give  the  instruction  in  the  lower 
grades,  the  employment  of  special  teachei*s  being  limited  to  the 
upper  classes.  (7)  Ability  to  teach  sewing  ought  to  be  reckoned 
among  the  essential  qualifications  of  a  teacher  of  girls  in  the  lower 
classes  of  elementary  schools. 

KINDERGARTEN. 

Many  persons  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  legal  school  age  for 
entrance  should  be  seven,  or  at  least  not  less  than  six.  They  will  be 
surprised  to  learn  that  in  1882  there  were  enrolled  in  the  schools 
of  England  and  Wales  416,126  infants  under  five  years  of  age, 
and  in  Scotland  114,267  of  the  same  class.  In  France  there  were 
recently  621,177  children  enrolled  in  the  matemal  schoola  The 
frequent  attempts  that  are  made  to  introduce  their  children  into  our 
schools  at  an  earlier  age  than  is  allowed  by  law  seems  to  point  to  a 
general  demand  for  something  intermediate  between  the  nursery  and 
school  proper.  The  Kindergarten  is  the  only  agency  that  can  supply 
that  want.  A  few  towns  are  trying  experiments  which  are  in  some 
cases  very  satisfactory.  In  Toronto  two  Kindergartens  have  been 
engrafted  on  the  common  school  system*  Supervisor  Hughes,  the 
chief  promoter  of  the  Kindergarten  in  Ontario,  has  perfect  faith  in 
the  system.  He  says  : — The  chief  aim  of  the  Kindergarten,  so  far  as 
relates  to  the  mind^  is  to  qualify  the  children  for  the  ready  and 
accui*ate  acquisition  of  knowledge,  instead  of  merely  communicating 
a  certain  amount  of  information.    It  must  be  borne  in  mind,  how* 
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ever,  that  the  kindergarten  development  is  not  confined  to  the  mind.  It 
includes  the  training  of  the  whole  being,  and  devotes  specific  attention 
to  moral,  physical,  social  and  industrial  education  in  addition  to 
intellectual  culture.  Though  it  is  to  be  feared  that  for  some  years  to 
come  the  Kindergarten  in  this  city  must  be  left  to  private  enterprise 
and  benevolence  yet  a  study  of  its  principles  and  philosophy  should 
be  encouraged,  particularly  among  the  primary  school  teachers. 

TRAINED  Teachers. 

In  New  Brunswick  and  Ontario  teachers  are  required  by  law  to 
have  Normal  School  diplomas.  In  the  United  States  trained  teachers 
have  the  preference,  njany  of  the  cities  supporting  one  of  more  nor- 
mal schools  at  its  own  expense.  Even  Portland,  Me.,  (pop.  33,000) 
supports  a  training  school  of  its  own  teachers.  Nova  Scotia  supports 
at  Truro  an  excellent  Normal  School  for  the  purpose  of  supplying 
this  Province  with  men  and  Women  skilled  in  the  teaching  profession- 
It  is  very  gratifying  to  find  that  Halifax  for  the  last  two  years  has 
not  been  behind  the  times  in  availing  itself  of  this  privilege.  It  has 
encouraged  its  candidates  for  the  teaching  pfofession  to  go  there — 
several  of  whom  have  won  its  highest  honors.  Of  the  teachers  who 
received  appointments  this  year,  eight  can  claim  some  special  train- 
ing. One  of  the  most  distinguished  educationists  of  the  continent 
remarks :  "  All  competent  authorities  agree  in  the  opinion  that  a 
course  of  special  training  in  the  theory  and  practice  of  teaching 
should  be  insisted  upon  as  a  prerequisite  to  the  occupation  of  teacher. 
In  no  department  of  school  economy  is  there  a  greater  waste  of  pub- 
lic money  than  in  the  employment  of  untrained  teachers.  No  doubt 
very  talented  young  ladies  with  only  a  high  school  education  oftea 
do  well,  but  with  an  added  Normal  training  they  would  do  much 
better.  My  own  experience  and  observation  in  the  direction  and 
supervision  of  Normal  Schools  leads  me  to  conclude  that  during  the 
first  years  of  service  the  trained  teacher  is  worth  about  twice  as 
much  as  the  teacher  who  has  had  no  professional  training.  No  city 
can  afford  to  employ  Untrained  teachers." 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ALEXANDER  McKAY. 

Sv/penneor. 
School  Commissioners'  Office,  ) 
October  Slat,  1885.      J 
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THE  UNIVERSITIES  AND  COLLEGES  OF  NOVA  SCOTIA. 


(The  following  particulars  are  derived  from  the  calendars  of  the  respective  Institu- 
tions, or  from  equally  authoritative  sources  of  information  courteously  placed  within 
my  reach.    D.  A.) 

I. 


l^t  ftnibirsitu  of  Sing's  MUg^t  Mivitfsot. 


jfoonbtb  mi. 

By  Act  of  Parliament,  as   '* King's  College  of  Nova  Scotia/' 
in  accordance  with  the  recommendation  of  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Assembly,  November,  1787. 

Incotporattb  \S02, 
By  Royal  Charter  granted  by  His  Majesty  King  George  III. 


PATBOKi 
His  Grace  thb  Archbishop  of  Canterbury. 

BOA£D  OF  GOVEBHOSS,  1885-6: 

The  Rioht  Rev.  Hibbert  Binney,  D.  D.,  Lord  Bishop  of  Nova  Scotia,    Visitor 

and  President  of  the  Board, 

The  Most  Rev.  John  Medley,  D.  D.,  Lord  Bishop  of  Fredericton  and 

M^ropolitan. 

Andrew  J.  Cowie,  Esq.,  M.  D. 

C.  J.  Townshend,  Esq.,  B.  C.  L.,  Q.  C.,M.  P. 

Rev.  Canon  Brigstocke,  M.A. 

Rtv.  Canon  Dart,  M.  A.,  D.  C.  L. 

Ret.  Georoe  W.  Hill,  D.  C.  L. 

Charles  Wilcox,  Esq. 

The  Yen.  Archdeacon  Gilpin,  0.  D. 

J.  A.  Shaw,  Esq. 

Ret.  Henry  How,  B.A. 

J.  C.  Moody,  Esq.,  M.  D. 

Allen  Jack,  Esq.,  D.  C.  L. 

Rev.  C.  E.  Willbts,  M.A.,  D.  C.L. 

APPOINTED  BY  THB   DIOCESAN  SYNOD  OP  NOVA  SCOTIA. 
The  Hon.  Justice  Ritchie. 

APPOINTED  BY  THE  DIOCESAN  SYNOD  OP  FREDERICTON. 

Rev.  F.  W.  Vroom,  M.  A. 
R.  T.  Clinch,  Esq. 

T.  Ritchie,  Esq.,  Secretary  and  Treasurer, 
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iFacultfi. 


Professor  of  Divinity  and  Acting  President:— Rkv.  Isaac  Bbock,  M.  A. 

Professor  of  Mathematics,  Natural  Philosophy  and  Engineering:— y\.  R.  BuTLEB, 
EsQ./B.  £. 

Professor  of  Chemistry,  Geology  and  Mining  :-Q,  T.  Kennedy,  Esq.,  M.  A^  B.  Ap* 
fie.,  F.  G.  S. 

Professor  of  English  Literature  and  French:— G,  G.  D.  Roberts,  Esq.,  M.  A. 

Lecturer  in  Classics  and  German:— W,  A.  Hammond,  Esq.,  M.  A. 

Bursar :— Propkssob  Butleb. 

Librarian  and  Scientific  Cwroior  .---Pbofessob  Kennedy. 


DIVINITY     SCHOOL. 


Professor  of  Divinity:— "Kk^,  Isaac  Bbock,  M.A. 

Lecturer  in  Biblical  Exegesis:— "IWR  Rev.  G.  W.  Hill,  D.C.L. 

Lecturer  in  Apologetics:— TnF.  Rev.  F.  PARTriiDGR,  D.  D. 

Lecturer  in  Ecclesiastical  Polity  and  Imw:—Tb^  Rkv.  Isaac  Brock,  ?.f.  A. 

Lecturer  in  Pastoral  Theology:— K&y.  T.  E.  Dowling. 


BOAED  OF  EIAMINBES  FOR  DEGREES  IN  CIVIL  LAW. 


The  President  {ex  officio,)  I  Hon.  S.  L.  Shannon,  D.  0.  L. 

Hon.  Justice  Ritchie,  |  B.  G.  Gray,  B  A.,  Barrister-at-Law. 

The  patron  of  the  University  is  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury, 
to  whose  approval  "  all  Statutes,  Rules  and  Ordinances  "  of  the 
Board  of  Governors  are  subject,  but  King's  College  is  open  to 
students  of  all  denominations,  and  imposes  no  religious  test  either 
on  entrance  or  on  graduation  in  any  Faculty,  with  the  exception  of 
Divinity. 

In  1871  a  Curriculum  was  issued  for  a  course  of  Civil  Engineer- 
ing, and  the  University  has  subsequently  granted  degrees  and 
diplomas  in  that  science,  as  well  as  in  Arts,  Law  and  Divinity. 

The  object  aimed  at  in  the  course  of  study  is  to  secure  a  good 
general  education  for  all  matriculated  students,  while  every  facility 
IS  afforded  for  the  prosecution  of  special  studies.  Accordingly 
every  matriculated  student,  except  under  peculiar  circumstances  to 
be  approved  of  by  the  College  Board,  is  required  to  attend  the 
Lectures  of  all  the  Professors  until  he  has  passed  his  Responsions, 
which  is  generally  done  in  the  sixth  term  of  residence.  After  this 
he  is  at  liberty  to  select  three  or  more  of  the  subjects  lectured  on  to 
form  the  subjects  of  his  B.  A.  Examination.     If  the  student  be 
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desirous  of  taking  Honours  at  his  B.  A.  Examination  he  can  do  so 
in  any  one  of  the  subjects  lectured  on  after  passing  the  ordinary  ex- 
amination. 

Students  who  do  not  intend  to  take  the  degree  of  B.  A.  are  per- 
mitted to  attend  the  Lectures  of  any  of  the  Professors,  subject  to 
all  the  usual  Regulations,  and  can,  moreover,  under  certain  condi-< 
tions,  proceed  to  Degrees  in  Science  and  Engineering. 

Numerous  scholarships,  Prizes,  and  Honorary  Distinctions,  are 
open  to  be  competed  for  by  students  in  the  several  faculties,  the 
principal  of  these  being  the  following  : — 

Scholarship  or  Prize.  Anntual  Value, 

One  Cogswell  Scholarship £24  sterling. 

Eight  Divinity  Scholarships ....  £30  sterling  each. 

One  Binney  Exhibition $50. 

One  McCawley  Hebrew  Prize. .  .£9  sterling. 

One  Bishop's  Prize $20  in  books. 

One  Almon-Welsford  Prize. . .  .Interest  of  Fund  £100  Old  Currency. 

One  Aikins  Historical  Prize ....  $30. 

Three  Stevenson  Scholarships . .  $60  each. 

One  McCawley  Scholarship ....  Interest  of  Fund. 

The  University  possesses  a  library  which  is  ^e  of  the  largest  in 
the  Province,  and  contains  all  the  elements  requisite  for  making  it  a 
thoroughly  well  appointed  and  efficient  Reference  Libraiy.  Its 
foundation  is  due  to  the  efforts  of  the  firat  Bishop  of  Nova  Scotia, 
and  may  be  placed  in  the  year  1780.  Until  the  year  1870  the  library 
was  contained  in  a  single  room  in  the  College  Building.  At  that 
date  it  was  removed  to  the  new  hall  specially  built  for  the  purpose^ 
and  presented  to  the  University  by  the  Incorporated  Alumni.  It 
numbers  now  about  8000,  including  many  standard  works  in  Theology^ 
and  a  fair  selection  of  the  great  Greek  and  Latin  classics. 
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11. 


ali^onsu  i^IU^^  antr  ftnib^rsits, 


HALIFAX. 


HoK.  Sib  Adams  6.  Abchibald,  K.  G.  M.  O.,  P.  C,  D.  C.  L.,  Q.  C,  Chmmum. 

Hon.  Sib  William  Youho,  LL.  D  ,  Ex-Chief  Justice. 

Hon.  Sib  Charles  Tuppkr,  K.  C.  M.  G.,  C.  B.,  M.D. 

Hon.  J.  W.  Ritchie,  Ex-Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Nova  Scotia. 

Hon.  S.  L.  Shannon,  D.C.  L.,  Q.C,  Judge  of  Probate. 

Jambs  F.  Ayrby,  Esq.,  M.  0, 

Rev.  John  MacMillan,  M.  A.,  B.  D. 

Rev.  John  Fobbbst. 

Hon.  Alfred  G.  Jones. 

John  S.  Maclean,  Esq. 

PsTEB  Jack,  Esq. 

John  Doull,  Esq. 

Rev.  Robebt  Mubbay. 

Hon.  James  Macdonald,  Chief  Justice. 

Wallace  Gbaham,  Esq.,  A.B.,  i^.  C. 

His  Wobhip  the  Mayob  of  Halifax,  ex  officio. 

R.  Sedgewick,  Esq.,  B.  A.,  Q.  C,  Representative  of  the  Alumni  Association. 

Geobge  Thomson,  Treamrer. 
William  M.  Doull,  Secretary. 


Rev.  John  Fobbest,  President. 

Rev.  James  Ross.  D.  D. 

Rev.  William  Lyall,  LL.  D. 

Chables  Macdonald,  M.  A. 

John  Johnson,  M.  A. 

GifioBGE  Lawson,  Ph.  D.,  LL.D.,  F.LC,  5fecr«<ary. 

J.  G.  MaoGbeoob,  M..A.,  D.Sc. 

J.  G.  ScHURMAN,  M.  a.,  Sc.  D. 

Richard  C.  Weldon,  M.  A;,  Ph.D. 

William  J.  Alexandeb,  B.  A.,  Ph.D. 

Jamks  Liechti,  M.A. 

Benjamin  Russell,  A.  M. 

Dalhousie  College  was  founded  by  the  Earl  of  Dalhousie  in 
1821,  '*  for  the  education  of  youth  in  the  higher  branches  of  science 
^nd  literature." 

The  original  endowment  was  derived  from  funds  collected  at  the 
port  of  Castine  in  Maine,  during  its  occupation  in  1814  by  Sir  John 
C.  Sherbrooke,  then  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Nova  Scotia.  These 
funds  the  British  Qovemment  authorised  the  Earl  of  Dalhousie,  Sir 
John  s  successor,  to  expend  "  in  defraying  the  expenses  of  any 
improvement  which  it  might  seem  expedient  to  undertake  in  the 
Province  ;"  and  the  Earl,  believing  that  "  a  Seminary  for  the  higher 
branches  of  education  is  much  needed  in  Halifax — the  seat  of  the 
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Legislature — of  the  courts  of  justice — of  the  military  and  mercantile 
■society,"  decided  upon  "  founding  a  College  or  Academy  on  the  same 
plan  and  principle  of  that  at  Edinburgh,**  "  open  to  all  occupations 
and  sects  of  religion,  restricted  to  such  branches  only  as  are  applic- 
•able  to  our  present  state,  and  having  the  power  to  expand  with  the 
growth  and  improvement  of  our  society." 

The  original  Board  of  Governors  consisted  of  the  Qovernor- 
Oeneral  of  British  North  America,  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Nova 
Scotia,  the  Bishop,  the  Chief  Justice  and  President  of  Council,  the 
Provincial  Treasurer,  and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly. 

After  unsuccessful  efforts  on  the  part  of  both  the  British  Govern- 
ment and  the  Governoi-s  of  the  College  to  effect  a  union  with  the 
only  other  College  then  existing  in  the  Province,  an  institution 
modelled  after  the  University  of  Oxford,  this  College  went  into 
operation  in  1838,  under  the  Presidency  of  the  Rev.  Thomas 
McCulloch,  D.D.,  and  with  a  staff  of  three  professors. 

By  an  Act  passed  in  1841,  University  powers  were  conferred  on 
the  College,  and  the  appointment  of  the  Governors  was  vested  in  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  and  Council. 

In  1843  President  McCulloch  died,  and  in  1845  the  College  was 
closed,  the  Governors  considering  it  "  advisable  to  allow  the  funds  of 
the  institution  to  accumulate." 

In  1848  an  Act  was  passed,  authorising  the  Lieutenant-Governor 
and  Council  to  appoint  a  new  board  of  Governors  "to  take  such 
steps  for  rendering  the  institution  useful  and  eflScient  as  to  His 
Excellency  may  seem  fit."  This  Board,  from  1849  to  1859,  employed 
the  funds  of  the  University  to  support  a  High  School. 

In  1863  the  College  was  re-organized  under  an  Act  of  the  Legis- 
lature, extending  its  bsisis  and  making  important  alterations  in  its 
constitution.  After  providing  for  the  appointment  of  a  Board  of 
Governors,  with  duly  defined  honors,  to  control  the  property  and 
funds  of  the  Institution  and  generally  to  manage  its  affairs,  the 
statute  enacts  that  "whenever  any  body  of  Christians,  of  any 
religious  persuasion  whatsoever,  shall  satisfy  the  Board  that  they  are 
in  a  position  to  endow  and  support  one  or  more  chairs  or  professor- 
ships in  the  said  college,  for  any  branch  of  literature  or  science, 
approved  of  by  the  Board,  such  body  in  making  such  endowment, 
to  the  extent  of  twelve  hundred  dollars  a  year,  shall  have  a  right, 
from  time  to  time,  for  every  chair  endowed,  to  nominate  a  Governor 
to  take  his  seat  at  the  Board,  with  the  approval  of  the  Board  of 
Governors  and  of  the  Governor-in-Council,  and  shall  also  have  a 
right,  from  time  to  time,  to  nominate  a  Professor  for  such  chair,  sub- 
ject to  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Governors  ;  and  in  the  event 
of  the  death,  removal,  or  resignation  of  any  pei-son  nominated  under 
this  section,  the  body  nominating  shall  have  power  to  supply  the 
vacancy  thus  created.** 
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OFFICERS   OF   INSTRUCTION. 


Rkv.  Principal  Forrest,  Qewge  Munro  Professor  of  History  and  Pol  Economy, 

Rkv.  James  Ross,  D.  D..  ^^Emerttus'^  Professor  of  Ethics. 

Rkv.  William  Lyall,  LL.  D.,  F.  R.S.C,  Professor  of  Logic  and  Psychology. 

Charles  Macdonald,  M.  A.,  (Aberd.)  Professor  of  Mathematics. 

John  Johnson',  M.  A.,  (Dub.)  McLeod  Professor  of  Classics* 

Geore  Lawson,  Ph.  D  .  LL  D.,  F.  I.C.,  F.  R.  S.C.,  McLeod  Professor  of  Chemistry 
and  Mineralogy. 

James  Liechti,  M.A.,  (Vind.)  McLeod  ProfessorofiMem  Languages. 

James  Gordon  MacGreoor,  M.  A.,  (DaL)  D.Sc.  (Lod.),  F.  R.SS.  E.  andC,  George 
Munro  Professor-  of  Physics. 

Rkv.  John  Forrest,  George  Munro  Professor  of  History  and  Political  Econotny. 

Jacob  Gould  Schurman,  M.  A.  (Lond.),  D.Sc.  (Edin.),  George  Munro  Professor  of 
Metaphysics. 

Richard  ('hapman  Wkldon,  A.  M.  (Mt.  AH.),  Ph.  D.  (Yale),  George  Munro  Fro^ 
fessor  of  Constitutional  and  Jntemationnl  Law. 

Hon.  Samuel  Leonard  Shannon.  D;C.  L.  (Vind.),  Q.  C,  Lecturer  on  Heal  Property 
and  Crimes. 

James  Thomson,  Q.  C,  Lecturer  on  Peal  Property. 

Wallace  Graham,  A.  B.  (Acad.),  Q.C ,  I^ecturer  on  Shipping  and  Insurance. 

Robert  Sedqewick,  B.  A.  (Dal.),  Q.C,  Lecturer  on  Equity  Jurisprudence. 

Benjamin  Russell,  A.  M.  (Mt.  All.),  Professor  of  Contracts  and  Commercial  Law. 

John  Young  Payzant,  A.M.  {.Kq^(\.),,  Lecturer  on  Torts. 

William  John  Aleaxnder,  B.  A.  (Lond.)  Ph.D.  (J.  II.  U.),  George  Munro  Profes- 
sor of  English  iMnguaye  mid  Literature 

Hon.  J.  W.  Johnstone,  Judge  of  the  County  Court,  Lecturer  on  Crimfes. 

C.  S    H\RRiNOTON,  Q.C,   Lecturer  fni  EriAloH^p. 

John  Peter  McLeod,  B.  A.  (Dal.),  (reorge  Munro  Tutor  in  Classics. 

Daniel  Alexander  Murray,  B.  A.  (Dal.),  George  Munro  Tularin  Mathematics^ 

David  Bailey,  Instructor  of  Gymnastics. 

Prof.  Schurman,  Librarian. 


ffatults  of  ^vtn. 


The  Principal. 

Professors: 

Lyall,  Lawson,  Forrest, 

Macdonald,  Liechti,  Schurman, 

Johnson,  MacGreoor,  AlexandeBk 

Secretary  of  the  FrtcwAy— Proibssor  MacGrrgor. 

rr  4 f  McLeod, 

T'^^'  \  Mvrray, 

iFacults  ot  ILabD* 


Professors : — Wr  ldon, 
Russell. 


The  Principal,    (ex-  officio.) 


Thompson, 

Shannon, 

Thomson, 


Lecturers: 


Johnstone. 


Graham, 

Sedgewick, 

Payzant, 


Dean  of  the  Faculty  r — Professor  Weldon. 
Secretary  of  the  iTscttZ^y:— Professor  Russell,. 
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In  pursuance  of  the  .\.ct  of  1863,  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  the 
Lower  Provinces  closed  their  College,  and  agreed  to  support  two 
chairs  in  this  University ;  the  Synod  of  the  Maritime  Provinces  in 
connection  with  the  Church  of  Scotland  founded  one  chair ;  and  the 
College  opened  in  1864,  under  the  Principalship  of  Rev.  James  Ross, 
D.D.,  and  with  an  Arts  Faculty  of  six  Professors. 

In  1868  a  Faculty  of  Medicine  was  organized,  which  in  1875 
developed  into  the  Halifax  Medical  College.  This  year,  (1885),  the 
Faculty  has  been  re-organized  and  the  Halifax  Medical  College 
affiliated. 

In  1883  a  Faculty  of  Law  was  added. 


In  1879,  Geo.  Munro,  Esq.,  of  New  York,  a  native  of  Nova  Scotia, 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Governors  the  funds  necessary  for  the 
endowment  of  a  Professorship  of  Physics.  In  1881,  he  established 
a  Professorship  of  History  and  Political  Economy.  In  1882,  he 
founded  a  chair  of  English  Language  and  Literature.  In  1883,  he 
added  to  the  staif  of  the  College  a  Professor  of  Constitutional  and 
Inter-^nti^'^al  l.nvv,  and  Tutors  in  Classi»(;s  inl  in  Mabhematic  In 
1884,  he  founded  a  Professorship  of  Metaphysics.  Since  1880,  he 
has  provided  the  University  with  Exhibitions  and  Bursaries,  to  the 
amount  of  $15,700,  which,  according  to  his  own  desire,  have  been  so 
offered  for  competition  as  to  stimulate  to  greater  activity  and 
efficiency  the  High  Schools  and  Academies  of  Nova  Scotia  and  the 
neighboring  Provinces. 

To  connect  the  donor's  name  for  all  time  with  the  benefits  thus 
conferred  both  on  the  University  and  his  native  country,  the  chairs 
which  he  has  founded  shall  be  called  the  George  Mcnro  Chairs  of 
Physics,  of  History  and  Political  Economy,  of  English  Lan- 
guage AND  Literature,  of  Constitutional  and  International 
Law,  and  of  Metaphysics  respectively. 

In  1883,  Alexander  McLeod,  Esq.,  of  Halifax,  bequeathed  to  the 
University  the  residue  of  his  estate.  The  following  is  an  extract 
from  his  will : — 

"  All  the  residue  of  my  Estate  I  give  and  bequeath  to  the 
Governoi*s  of  Dalhousie  College  or  University  in  the  City  of  Halifax 
in  Trust  that  the  same  shall  be  invested  and  form  a  fund  to  be  called 
the  McLeod  University  Fund,  and  the  interest  and  income  of  which 
shall  be  applied  to  the  endowment  of  three  or  more  professional 
chairs  in  said  College  as  they  may  deem  proper ;  but  this  bequest  is 
made  upon  these  conditions,  namely,  that  if  at  any  time  the  said 
College  or  University  should  cease  to  exist,  or  be  closed  for  two  years, 
or  be  made  a  sectarian  college,  then  and  in  any  such  case,  the  said 
Fund  and  all  accumulations  thereof  shall  go  to  the  said  Synod  of  the 
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Maritime  Provinces  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Canada,  to  be  used 
for  the  purposes  of  higher  education  in  connection  with  said  Synod, 
and  it  is  further  stipulated  that  no  part  of  this  Fund  shall  ever  be 
used,  either  by  said  Governors  of  Dalhousie  College  or  by  the  said 
Synod,  as  a  collateral  security  under  any  circumstances  whatever." 

According  to  the  provisions  of  the  will  the  McLeod  Chairs  of 
Classics,  Chemistry  and  Modern  Languages  were  founded. 

Connected  with  the  University  is  a  flourishing  Alumni  Association, 
having  objects  in  common  with  similar  institutions  in  other  Colleges. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  students  in  attendance  during 
the  last  Collegiate  Session  : — 

FACULTY  OF  ARTS. 

Undergraduates  in  Arts 66 

Undergraduates  in  Science 2 

General  Students 73 

Students,  Arts  Faculty 141 

FACULTY  OF    LAW. 

Undergraduates 44 

General  Students 13 

Students,  Law  Faculty 58 

Students,  Arts  and  Law  Faculties 199 

Deduct,  studying  in  both  Faculties 4 

Total 195 
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III. 


l^t  ftmb^rsttn  of  mabia  mllt^t,  MoUbilU 


B'OXJlSriDHlID     1838. 


<ffifoiinrtiot0* 


Rev.  a.  W.  Sawyer,  D.D.,  ex  officio. 


Hon.  D.  McN.  Parker,  M.  D.,  D.  C.  L. 

B.  H.  Eaton,  Esq.,  M.  A.,  Q.  C. 
Hon.  a.  F.  Randolph. 

C.  B.  Whidden,  Esq.,  M.  P.  P. 
Rev.  S.  B.  Kempton,  M.  A. 

C.  F.  Clinch,  Esq. 

Rev.  T.  a.  Higgins,  M.  A. 

J.  H.  Harding,  Esq. 

Rev.  J.  W.  Manning,  B.  A. 


Herbert  C.  Creed,  Esq.,  M.  A. 
Rev.  a.  Cohoon,  M.  A. 
Silas  Alward,  Esq.,  D.  C.  L. 
Edwin  D.  King,  Esq.,  M.  A.,  Q.  C. 
Rev.  C.  Goodspeed,  M.  A. 
Austen  Locke,  Esq. 
William  Cummings,  Esq. 
Charles  F.  Eaton,  Esq. 
Rev.  D.  G.  McDonald. 


Rev.  T.  a.  Higgins,  M.  A.,  Secretary,  \         X.  Z.  Chipman,  Esq.,  Treasurer, 


iSjrcutflir  eommfttrr  of  t^r  <ffifolirrnot0« 


Rev.  a.  W.  Sawyer,  D.D. 

Prof.  T.  H.  Rand,  D.  C.  L. 

Prof.  J.  F.  Tufts,  M.  A. 

Hon.  D*  McN.  Parker,  M.  D.,  D.  C.  L. 


Prop.  R.  V.  Tones,  M.  A. 
Rev.  E.  M.  Saunders,  D.  D; 
Rev.  S.  B.  Kempton,  M.  A. 
Prof.  D.  F.  Higgins,  Ph.  D:,  Se<^y, 


eommftttr  on  Xnlir0tment0. 


Hon.  D.  McN.  Parker,  M.  D.,  D.  C.  L. 
J.  Desbrisay,  Esq. 
A.  C.  Robbins,  Esq. 


Edwin  D.  King;  Esq.,  Q.  C. 

Chas.  F.  Eaton,  Esq. 

X.  Z.  Chipman,  Esq.,  Treasurer, 


fffir  Ornate  ot  tl^r  n^nfbrtsfts. 


Rev.  a.  W.  Sawyer,  D.  D.,  Moderator. 
Herbert  C.  Creed,  M.  A.,  Secretary, 
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THE     FACULTY. 

Rev.  a.  W.  Sawyer,  D.  D.,  President, 

Rev.  E.  a.  Crawley,  D.  D.  R.  V.  Tones,  M.  A. 

D.  P'.  HiGGiNs,  Ph.  D.  Rev.  E.  M.  Keirstead,  M.  A. 

Albert  Coldwell,  M.  A.  Theodore  H.  Rand,  D.  C.  L. 

THE     FELLO^A^S. 


Theodore  H.  Rand,  D.  C.  L. 
Rev.  S.  B.  Kempton,  M.  A. 
Rev.  E.  M.  Saunders,  D.  D. 


l^EV.  A.  Cohoon,  M.  a. 
J.  Parsons,  B.  A. 
Kev.  G.  O.  Gates,  M.  A. 
U.  C.  Creed,  M.  A. 
Hon.  Neil  McLeod,  B.  A. 
John  Y.  Payzant,  M.  A. 


Silas  Alward,  D.  C.  L. 
Judge  Johnston,  M.  A. 
Rev.  D.  a.  Steele,  M.  A. 


THE    SCHOLARS. 


F.  H.  Eaton.  B.  A. 
T.  E.  Corning,  B.  A.,  M.  P.  P, 
E.  D.  King,  M.  A.,  Q.  C. 
Rev.  J.  E.  Hopper,  D.  D. 
Rev.  W.  H.  Warren,  M.  A. 
W.  M.  McViCAR,  M.  A. 


C9r  iFacults. 


Rev.  a.  W.  Sawyer,  D.  D.,  President, 
Profeisor  of  Moral  Philosophy  and  Evidences  of  Christianity, 

Rev.  E.  a.  Crawley,  D.  D., 

Professor  Enuriius, 

• 

D.  F.  HiGGiNs,  Ph.  D., 
Projessor  of  Mathematics, 

R.  V.  Jones,  M.  A., 
Professor  of  the  Greek  and  Latin  Languages, 

Rev.  E.  M.  Keirstead,  M.  A., 
Professor  of  English  Literature  and  Logic, 


•••         •••  t«« 


Professor  of  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Education^  and  History, 

A.  E.  Coldwell,  M.  A., 
Piofessor  of  the  Natural  Sciences, 

A.  E.  Coldwell, 
Curator  of  the  Museum  afid  Librarian, 


Acadia  College  was  founded  in  1838.  Its  location  at  Wolfvifle, 
Nova  Scotia,  is  very  central  to  the  populations  of  the  Maritime 
Provinces,  being  as  readily  reached  from  New  Brunswick  and  Prince 
Edward  Island  as  from  the  principal  parts  of  Nova  Scotia. 

The  Charter  of  the  College  provides  that  the  Trustees  and  Gov- 
ernors, together  with  the  Fellows,  shall  be  a  body  politic  and  corpor- 
ate, in  deed  and  in  name,  and  have  successors  forever  as  "The 
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'Trustees,  Governors  and  Fellows  of  Acadia  College."  It  confers  on 
the  Corporation  power  to  have  and  use  a  common  seal,  to  appoint 
and  remove  Professors,  to  make  by-laws  an<l  ordinances  for  the 
regulation  and  general  management  of  the  College,  and  to  acquire, 
hold,  and  apply  all  forms  of  property  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the 
same. 

The  "  Uody  of  the  College  "  provided  by  the  Charter,  is  con^posed 
of  the  Faculty,  six  iellows,  and  twelve  Scholai-s,  upon  whom  are 
conferred  the  powers  of  a  University,  and  who  are  designated  "  The 
Senate  of  the  University  of  Acadia."  The  chief  functions  of  the 
Senate  are  those  of  discipline,  the  prescribing  of  courses  of  study 
and  text-books,  the  care  of  the  Library  and  Museum,  and  the  con- 
ferring of  the  learned  degiees,  or  any  such  other  degrees  of  literary, 
scientific  or  technical  honors  as  they  may  desire,  and  certificates  of 
merit.  At  the  instance  of  the  Corporation,  or  otherwise,  the  Senate 
may  recommend  Professors  to  till  any  chairs  becoming  vacant,  and 
professors  to  fill  new  chairs,  and  to  present  to  the  Corporation  any 
member  of  the  Faculty  guilty  oi  misbehaviour  or  neglect  of  duty. 
The  Senate  is  given  power  also  to  do,  perform  and  establish  every 
other  thing  and  matter  of  a  literary  and  scholastic  character  per- 
taining to  the  University. 

The  Governors  are  appointed  by  the  Baptist  Convention  of  the 
Maritime  Provinces,  one-third  of  them  being  nominated  by  the 
Corporation  of  the  Associated  Alumni. 

• 

While  no  religious  tests  or  subscriptions  are  required,  Acadia  is 
designed  to  be  a  positively  Christian  College,  not  only  in  respect  of 
the  character  of  its  professors,  and  in  the  philosophy  taught  in  its 
lecture  rooms,  but  especially  in  the  influences  which  pervade  the 
tlaily  life  of  the  institution.  Many  now  occupying  important  posi- 
tions in  society  have  freely  acknowledged  that  earnest  christian 
views  were  developed  or  deepened  in  them  while  pursuing  their 
studies  here.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  forms  of  philosophy  alien  to 
the  Christian  faith  are  finding  their  platform  in  many  educational 
institutions,  it  is  of  increased  importance  that  the  higher  education 
should  be  available  under  positivel}^  Christian  influences. 

The  studies  of  the  Arts  Course  are  comprehensive  and  thorough ; 
and  it  is  the  purpose  of  the  Corporation  and  the  Senate  to  maintain 
the  College  in  such  a  state  of  efficiency  that  it  shall  be  able  to  meet 
the  wants  of  all  young  men  who  desire  to  obtain  a  liberal  education. 

In  connection  with  the  College  buildings  there  are  forty  acres  of 
land  most  favorably  situated  for  the  various  purposes  that  will  be 
developed  in  the  growth  of  the  institution.  The  new  College  erected 
since  the  fire  of  1877,  aflbrds  excellent  facilities  for  the  purposes  of 
instruction.  Its  lecture  rooms  are  commodious,  well  lighted,  and 
easily  ventilated,  and  its  Assembly  Hall  supplies  spacious  accommo- 
dation for  all  public  Academic  exercises. 
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Acadia  graduated  its  first  class  in  1843.  A  four  years'  course  has 
always  been  required  for  the  degree  of  B.  A.  Besides  the  large 
number  who  have  been  admitted  as  general  students,  over  five  hun- 
dred, including  the  present  enrolment,  have  entered  upon  the  full 
undergraduate  course,  of  whom  227  have  received  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts. 

"  The  Associated  Alumni  of  Acadia  College "  is  an  association 
designed  to  be  an  auxiliary  to  the  College.  Composed  chiefly  of 
graduates,  it  aims  to  bind  them  together  in  friendship,  to  renew  and 
render  permanent  their  old  attachment  to  the  College,  to  ensure  the 
life-long  devotion  of  its  members  to  the  interests  of  the  College,  and 
through  her  to  the  cause  of  Education,  more  especially  throughout 
the  Maritime  Provinces.  The  Association  meets  annually  in  June  at 
Wolfville,  when  the  Annual  Oration  is  delivered,  and  the  members 
dine  together.  The  funds  accruing  from  a  membership  fee  of  two 
dollars  per  annum  are  expended  in  the  bestowment  of  prizes  to 
Students,  and  in  such  other  useful  ways  as  the  Annual  Meeting 
determines. 

The  Horton  Collegiate  Academy  and  the  Acadia  Seminary  are 
Academic  Institutions  situated  at  Wolfville  and  under  the  control  of 
the  Board  of  Governors  of  Acadia  College.  The  former  aims  to  fit 
pupils  to  enter  College,  and  to  furnish  good  opportunities  for  boys 
and  young  men  to  prepare  for  usefulness  and  etficiency  in  the  differ- 
ent occupations  of  life.  In  the  latter,  under  three  courses  of  study, 
a  Classical,  a  Literary,  and  a  Musical,  excellent  provision  is  made  for 
the  education  of  young  ladies  in  the  solid,  as  well  as  the  ornamental 
branches.  The  Collegiate  Academy  was  established  in  1828,  and  is 
now  under  the  Principalship  of  J.  F.  Tufts,  Elsq.,  M.  A. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  students  in  attendance  at  Aca- 
dia College  during  the  collegiate  years  1884-5: — 

Seniors 8 

Juniors 15 

Sophomores 18 

Freshmen 21 

General  Students 10 

Total 72 


../' 
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IV. 


ronns  Sabur's  SoUiege,  ^ntigiims]^. 


BOARD   OF    GOVERNORS: 

His  Lordship  thr  Bishop  of  ARICHAT^  Chairman  (ex-oficio). 

Rev.  John  Shaw,  P.  P.  I  William  Gkrbior,  Esq., 

Rev.  N.  McNeil,  D.  D.  C.  F.  McIsaac,  Eso. 


STAFF    OF    PROFESSORS: 

Rrv.  a.  Chisholm,  D.  D.,  Profe»9(jT  of  Mental  Philosophy,  Oreek  and  Advanced  Latin. 
Rkv.  N.  McXeil,  D.  D.,  Professor  of  Mathefnatics,  Saiural  Philosophy  and  Frew  J*. 
Rev.  a.  McDonald,  D.  D.,  Professor  of  English  Literature^  English  Composition  and 

Intermediate  Latin. 
R.  H.  McDouOALL,  Esq.,  Professor  of  Elementary  Latin  and  MathematicSf  and  History. 
J.  D.  CoPELAND,  Esq.,  Professor  of  Chetnistry  and  Physiology. 
Mb.  G.  D.  Stewart,  Teacher  of  Industrial  lirawing. 
Mb.  W.  T.  Kieley,  Assistant  Teacher. 


Si  Francis  Xaviers  college  was  founded  in  1854  by  the  Right 
Rev.  Dr.  MacKinnon,  Bishop  of  the  Diocese  of  Arichat,  and  immedi- 
ately thereafter  handsomely  endowed  by  the  Provincial  Legislature. 
It  was  opened  at  Arichat  in  the  fall  of  that  year,  and  two  years  later 
transferred  to  Antigonish,  where  spacious  buildings  well  adapted  to 
the  purpose  had  been  prepared.  The  Provincial  Legislature  previ- 
ously to  the  tmnsf er,  nad  conferred  on  the  Institution  a  charter 
which  invested  it  with  the  power  of  conferring  degrees.  In  1875,  it 
was  affiliated  to  the  Halifax  University. 

Antigonish  is  the  thriving  shire  town,  very  finely  situated  in  the 
centre  of  the  county  of  that  name.  The  surrounding  country  is  one 
of  the  best  agricultural  districts  in  the  Province,  healthy,  fertile, 
prosperous,  characteristics  which  are  fully  reflected  in  the  town. 
Board  and  lodgings  are  cheap,  and  the  locality  is  within  easy  access 
of  Halifax  and  Pictou  on  the  one  side,  and  of  tne  Strait  of  Canso  and 
the  island  of  Cape  Breton  on  the  other,  the  Eastern  Extension 
Railway  having  a  principal  station  in  the  suburbs.  Communication 
by  sea  also  is  open  all  the  summer  months. 

The  college  has  been  in  every  sense  a  successful  institution,  1.  wing 
had  as  pupils  within  its  walls  during  the  last  thirty-two  years,  a 
large  proportion  of  the  persons  who  during  that  period  have  attained 
distinction  in  the  various  learned  prof essions,  in  Eastern  Nova  Scotia, 
law,  medicine,  and  the  sacred  ministry  have  drawn  their  recruits 
very  largely  from  among  its  graduates.  The  influence  it  has  exerted 
for  good  cannot  be  easily  over  estimated. 
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St.  Francis  Xavier's  college  has  in  close  connection  with  its  higher 
classes  first  class  English  common  schools,  in  which  the  ordinary 
branches  prescribed  by  the  Provincial  authorities  are  efficiently 
taught.  The  Academic  Department  is  organized  and  operated  under 
the  law  relating  to  Secondary  Education  as  the  County  Academy 
for  the  County  of  Antigonish. 


V. 


mbtrsitg  of  SalifajE. 


The  University  of  Halifax,  an  examining  and  degree-conferring  cor- 
poration framed  after  the  model  of  the  University  of  London,  was 
established  by  an  Act  of  the  Provincial  Legislature  in  1876,  but  has 
not  exercised  its  powers,  since  1881  in  consequence  of  the  withdrawal 
at  that  date  of  the  legislative  grant  originally  provided  for  its  sup- 
port. The  following  institutions  were  by  law  affiliated  with  the 
University,  enjoying  by  virtue  of  such  affiliation  certain  duly  specified 
rights  and  privileges :  Kings  College,  Windsor ;  Dalhousie  College, 
Halifax;  St.  Mary's  College,  Halifax;  Acadia  College,  Wolfvillev 
St.  Francis  Xavier  s  College,  Antigonish;  and  Mount  Allison  Wesleyan 
College,  Sackville,  New  Brunswick.  The  latter  is  a  flourishing 
institution  extensively  patronized  by  the  Methodist  denomination 
of  Nova  Scotia  as  well  as  of  the  other  Maritime  Provinces.  St 
Mary's  College,  Halifax,  is  not  now  in  operation^ 
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APPENDIX    E. 


ttstittttiott  for  tl^t  Staf  antr  Sn|iib, 


HALIFAX. 


B'OXJlSriDEJID     iS57- 


JTatlroii : 

Bi8  HoMOB  Matthew  Hknbt  Richry,  Lieutenant -(loyernor  of  tha  Province  of 
Nova  Scotia,  &c. 


Hon.  D.  McNeil  Pabkbb,  M.  D.  &  M.  L.  C. 

Hon.  Pbovincial  Sbcebtaby. 
Qeobob  H.  Stabb,  Esq. 
Gkobgr  R.  Andebson,  Esq. 


Dlreclors: 

Ret.  Pbincipal  Fobbest 
A.  E.  Mackinlay,  Esq. 
R.  W.  Fbasbb,  Esq. 


jSecretary^RET.  Pbincipal  Fobbest. 
TrM8urei'—A   K.  Mackinlay.  Esq. 
Physician— Doff ALT)  A.  Campbell,  M.  D. 
ConMuUing  Physician— kSDUKW  J.  Cowie,  M.  B. 
Dentist-vn,  A.  C.  Coqswbll. 
Ocu/tf/— Stephen  Dodge,  M.  D 


asters  anH  Seacj^rrs. 


EDUCATIONAL    DEPARTMENT. 


Prtndpal: 

J.  Scott  Hutton,  M.A. 

issistoiit  Teachers: 

Miss  Julia  R.  Bateman,  j  James  Dow.  !  Wm.  J.  Stewabt. 

Matron: 

MbS.  VlNECOVJfi. 

INDUSTRIAL     DEPARTMENT. 


Carpentry— ANGUS  McEACHEN. 
Shoemaking— MARTIN  ABBOTT, 
Printing-* 
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Statistics  of  Attendance  for  the  year  1884- 

ATTENDANCE. 
The  attendance  for  the  year  has  been  as  follows : 

Male.      Fcfiial«b    TotaT 

Pupils  of  previous  year  still  in  attendance 25  22  47 

Additions  during  the  year  1884 7  9  IS 

Absentees  expected  to  return 2  1  3 

*'         whose  return  is  doubtful 2-  0  2 

Loft  school  during  the  year 5  3  8 

Total  of  pupils  for  year  1884 41         35         7« 

Sunday  service  for  Extern  Mutes 10  4  14 

Total  of  Deaf-mutes  benefited  by  the  Institution  during  ^  - ,  ^         ^q 

the  year i 

The  actual  attendance  for  the  year  has  been  one  less  than  appears  aboTe, 
the  same  name  requiring  to  be  reckoned  twice,  first  under  the  head  of 
'*  Additions/'  and  again  under  that  or  *' Absentees."  A  similar  remark 
applies  to  the  "Sunday  Senice  for  Extern  Mutes,"  making  the  nainber  of 
deaf  persons,  children  and  adults,  who  have  enjoyed  the  benefits  of  the 
Institution,  during  the  year,  just  EyjIUy-fight, 

The  attendance  for  the  various  Provinces  was  as  folbws  : 

Nova  Scotia 45 

New  Brunswick 18 

Prince  Edward  Island 6 

Newfoundland 6 


1^ 

By  the  Act  of  the  Provincial  Legislature  of  April  19th,  1884,  any 
Nova  Scotia  deaf  or  deaf-mute  child  of  sound  mind,  between  the  ages 
of  eight  and  eighteen,  is  entitled  to  admission  on  the  order  of  the 
Warden  of  the  Municipality  to  which  the  child's  parents  belong,  and 
the  sum  of  One  hundred  arul  twenty  dollars  per  annuvi  provided 
from  the  public  funds  for  its  support. 

EXTRACT  FROM   LAST  REPORT  OF  PRINCIPAL. 

*'  Perhaps  the  ipost  important  event  of  the  year,  as  relates  to  local  interests, 
is  the  passage  of  the  Act  of  the  19th  April  last,  providing  free  education  for 
the  deaf-mutes  of  Nova  Scotia.  In  closing  my  last  report  I  urged  the  justice 
and  necesf^ity  of  such  a  course,  and  it  is  with  heartfelt  satisfaction  that  I 
congratulate  the  Directors  of  the  Institution  and  the  friends  of  the  deaf 
throughout  the  Province  on  this  auspicious  step,  which  marks  a  new  era  in 
the  history  of  the  Institution  and  of  the  class  for  whose  welfare  it  was 
established.  This  Act  forms  a  fitting  sequel  and  crown  to  the  Legi^dative 
record  of  the  past  twenty-seven  years,  a  record  which  shows  that  the  Le^s- 
lature  of  Nova  Scotia  has  never  failed  to  extend  a  liberal  helping  hand  to 
this  Institution  from  its  first  feeble  infancy  down  to  the  present  time. 

Nova  Scotia  enjoys  the  honorable  distinction  of  being  the  first  among  the 
colonies  of  the  empire  practically  to  recognize,  through  its  Legialature^  the 
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claims  of  the  deaf  and  dumb,  having  in  1857  voted  the  first  appropriation  of 
tl2uO  for  the  support  of  the  infant  Institution  in  Halifax.  Since  then,  old 
Canada  (Ontario  and  Quebec),  Australia,  New  Zealand,  have  all  adopted  a 
similar  policy.  These  colonies  can  now  boast  as  fine  buildings  and  as  efficient 
schools  for  the  deaf  as  the  Mother  Country  herself.  They  even  set  an  example 
in  this  respect,  as  the  Government  of  Great  Britain,  while  providing  a 
splendid  system  of  national  education  for  her  other  children,  has  hitherto 
done  nothing  for  the  deaf,  leaving  them  to  the  precarious  and  fluctuating  care 
of  private  benevolence.  It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  the  recent  action  of  the 
Nova  Scotia  Legislature  has  been  held  up  for  imitation  in  the  columns  of  the 
London  Times.  May  we  venture  to  hope  that  the  Mother  Country  may 
condescend  to  learn  a  lesson  even  from  one  of  the  smallest,  and,  perhaps, 
least  esteemed  of  her  colonial  offspring  ? 

From  an  educational  point  of  view,  the  results  of  the  yearns  work  are  on 
the  whole  satisfactory.  The  teachers  have  been  diligent  in  the  school-room, 
and  the  pupils  generally  attentive  and  obedient,  making  progress  in  propor- 
tion to  their  capacity  and  application.  The  nature  and  details  of  the  work 
have  been  frequently  set  forth  on  former  occasions.  I  need  not,  therefore, 
now  enlarge,  but  may  simply  be  allowed  to  reproduce  a  brief  description  of 
its  peculiar  character  from  my  last  report. 

In  this  department  of  instruction  much  time  and  labor  are  necessarily 
spent  in  fundamental  and  elementary  work,  which  does  not  show,  does  not 
produce  visible,  tangible,  or  measurable  results.  Our  peculiar  work  really 
ends  where  that  of  the  common  school  begins.  The  specific  business  of  the 
teacher  of  the  deaf-mute  is  to  give  his  pupils  that  practical  mastery  of  collo- 
quial language,  and  that  intellectual  and  moral  training  which  hearing 
children  possess  before  they  yo  to  school^  to  bring  them  up,  in  fact,  to  the  point 
at  which  other  children  start  in  their  educational  course.  This  mastery  of 
language,  and  this  intellectual  development,  is  the  grand  aim  and  crowing 
test  of  his  work.  To  this  end  everything  should  be  subordinated,  even  the 
general  knowledge  imparted  in  Geography,  History,  Scripture,  <fcc.,  being 
regarded  chiefly  as  a  means  to  it,  A  deaf-mute  may  be  well  educated  who 
never  heard  of  the  Norman  Conquest,  or  the  Sea  of  Ochotsk,  but  who  is  able 
to  write  a  simple  and  intelligible  letter,  to  converse  readily  by  means  of 
writing,  to  understand  the  way  of  salvation  through  the  Gospel,  and  who 
knows  enough  of  Arithmetic  for  the  wants  of  his  daily  life.  It  is  this  kind  of 
practical  training  we  seek  to  give,  not  to  please  by  showy  exhibitions  of 
shallow  attainments,  while  the  deep  living  necessities  of  the  pupil,  so  difficult 
to  meet,  are  overlooked.'* 
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alifajE  9(1^001  (or  t^t  Iflittlr. 


lMWfor»te4  li  Ike  Tear  IMt. 


MANAOEBS  ASD  OFnCEBS  OF  THE  INSTITDTIOir. 


John  S.  Mac  lb  ax. 

LlRUT.-GorKRXOR  M. 
JOHX    DlFFTS, 

W.  C.  Silver, 
W.  H.  Xeal, 
George  Thomsox. 


FresMeat: 

JOKX  S.   Ma  CLE  AX. 


H.  BiCHEY. 


Gr.OBGE  MrrcHFLL. 
Hon.  S.  L.  Shaxx.x. 
H.  H.  FrLLF.R. 
James  C.  Mackintosh. 
E.  D.  Meyxell, 

W.   ACKHUBST. 


Tke  -  Pmidf  It : 

W.  C.  Silver. 


Sefreury  msATnaow 

E.  D.  Metxell. 


The  Provincial  Act  in  relation  to  the  Education  of  the  Blind  pi 
vides: 

1.  The  parents  or  guardian  of  any  blind  per>on  between  rbe  age  of  ten  i 
twenty-one  rears,  who  ha«.  under  the  prorisi  >n^  of  Chap.  33  of  the  Beris 
Statates  of  Xora  Scotia,  4th  Serie?.  a  >**tt!erue:it  wi:hia  any  County  or  I 
trict  of  the  Prorinces  incorporated  by  Chap.  I..  Statutes  A'  1879.  may  as 
to  the  Warden  of  such  Municipality  for  an  -.irder  f.>r  the  admission  of  ■ 
person  into  the  Halifax  Asylum  for  the  Blind,  which  order  th-?  said  Wsi 
shall  at  once  grant  under  his  hand  and  rbe  Corporate  Seal  of  the  Moz 
palitjon  being  satisfied  that  such  blind  pers  >n  is  between  the  a^s  above  ] 
scribed,  ani  has  a  legal  settlement  in  t!ie  Municipality. 

2.  Such  Drder  shall  entitle  a  blin-i  pepTjoa  nameJ  therein  to  be  r«ee 
into  the  Hali&x  Asrlum  Tjt  the  Blind,  and  si.hj'ifct  Ij  the  conditions  bei 
after  descnbed,  to  be  educated  and  boarded  therein  dunog  the  school  tei 
Pupils  under  thirteen  years  of  age  when  entering  the  *ch  »-..l  ^hAi^  be  euti 
to  remain  seven  years:  those  enterinir  hetwe;^n  the  age«  of  thirteen  and  ae 
teen  ^hall  be  entitled  to  remain  ^ve  years,  and  those  between  the  ag« 
seventeen  and  twentv-one  vears  to  rerwiin  tlireo  vears. 

8.  For  every  blind  pers'>n  receive!  into  the  Hilif-ix  Asylum  for  the  B 
pursuant  to  this  Act.  and  educated  and  huriled  therein,  the  B  ard  of  M 
gers  of  the  Halifax  Asylum  for  the  Blind  >hall  be  entitled  to  receive  from 
Pronncial  Treasury  at  the  rate  of  Sixty  D>Ilars  per  ann-m,  payable  ' 
yearly,  and  also  to  receive  at  the  same  rate  from  the  County  Sv.-ht>.d  Fan 
the  Municipality  to  which  the  said  blind  person  belor.gs.  Wh-n  s'jch  31 
cipality  shall  not  comprise  an  entire  County,  the  last-mentioned  gran 
bixty  Dollars  shall  be  charged  against  the  Count v  School  Funds  of  b^th 
tricts  included  within  the  County  in  proportion  to  the  amounts  ot  their 
pective  school  allowance  derived  from  the  County  Schojl  Fund. 

4.     It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Managers  of  the  Halifax  Asylum  for 
Blind  to  furnish  semi-annually  to  the  Council  ot   Public   Instruction 
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jturns  of  the  Dames,  ages,  residences,  Std,  of  the  pupils  in  respect  of  whom 
«be  above  grants  ma^  be  claimed. 

5.  In  the  semi-annual  apportionment  of  the  County  School  Fund  the 
Superintendent  of  Education  shall  include  the  amounts  due  the  Managers  of 
^he  Halifax  Asylum  for  the  Blind,  and  issue  drafts  therefor  on  the  Trea.surer9 
of  the  respective  Municipalities. 

STATISTICS  OF  ATTENDANCE. 

Boys.  Girls.  Total. 

Pupils  registered  Dec.  1st,  1884 ]  7  11  28 

Entered  during  the  year   0  1  1 

'*        adults,  workmen / 0  0  0 

Ee-entered 1  0  1 

Graduated,  or  remained  at  home 5  1  6 

Pupils  registered  Dec.  Ist,  1886 13  11  24 

EXTRACT  FROM  LAST  REPORT  OF   PRINCIPAL. 

"  The  education  of  the  blind  is  now  recognized  by  all  enlightened  States 
as  an  important    part   of  the    Public  Educational  system;     but,    too    fre- 
quently, the  provision  that  is  made  for  it  is  so  meagre  that  it  frustrates  the 
design  in  view,  and  renders  the  expenditure  practically  useless.     Economy  in 
the  education  of  the  blind  is  a  itiUe  economy,  and  sooner  or  later  this  must 
become  evident  to  those  interested  in  the  work  of  their  education  in  different 
parts  of  the  world.    That  school  of  the  blind  which  cannot  insure  for  its  intel- 
ligent graduates  an  independent  livelihood,  is  most  assuredly  not  fulBlling  it» 
mission;  and  the  fault  must  lie  either  in  the  mal-administration  of  its  inters 
nal  affairs,  or  in  the  lack  of  adequate  pecuniary  support.     The  cost  of  carrying 
on  an  institution  of  this  character  cannot  be  compared  with  that  of  any  other 
educational  establishment;  its  requirements  differ  essentially  from  those  of 
ordinary  schools,  and  the  peculiar  methods  employed  for  imparting  instruction 
bear  no  comparison  in  cost  to  those  in  vogue  in  public  schools.     The  Halifax 
school  has,  in  proportion  to  its  means,  done  more  for  the  blind  youth  of  the 
Maritime  Provinces  than  could  reasonably  be  expected ;  but  the  work  has  been 
hindered  in  almost  every  department  by  the  economical  line  with  which  it  is 
circumscribed.     This  was  pointed  out  by  the  Board  of  Managers  in  the  Four- 
teenth Annual  Eeport,  and  an  application  was  made  to  the  legislature  for  an 
increase  in  the  Provincial  and  Municipal  grants.    The  Government  expressed 
their  willingness  to  give  the  matter  their  favourable  consideration,  but  owing 
to  the  press  of  business  it  was  allowed  to  lie  over  until  the  next  meeting  of 
the  legislature.     I  trust  that  your  Board  will  urge  upon  the  Government  the 
necessity  that  exists  for  making  the  increase  for  which  you  ask,  and  that  the 
Government  and  legislature  will  deal  with  the  question  in  a  manner  becoming 
liberal  statesmen. 

It  is  a  constant  source  of  regret  that  more  parents  do  not  avail  themselves 
of  the  provisioii  made  by  the  Provincial  Government  for  giving  to  their  blind 
children  a  free  md  practical  education ;  and  yet  no  efforts  have  been  spared 
to  advertise  the  Institution  and  to  make  its  true  character  understood.  We 
send  each  year  1200  copies  of  our  Annual  Eeports  broadcast  throughout  the 
Maritime  ProYinces.  These  are  copied  and  commented  upon  by  the  daily 
and  weekly  newspapers  in  the  city  and  country.  The  prospectus  of  the 
school,  circulars  to  clergymen^  physicians  and  legislators,  have  been  sent  out 
by  thousands.    The  eoUntrj  has  be«m  flooded  with  adycnrtisements  of  concerts 
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and  lectures  given  for  the  benefit  of  the  Institution,  and  yet,  withal,  it  seems 
impossible  to  find  out  the  whereabouts  of  those  for  whom  the  school  has  been 
founded.  Blind  children  are  as  a  rule  kept  in  the  back-ground  bj  their 
parents,  and  their  very  existence  is  frequently  unknown  save  to  the  most 
intimate  neiglibors  of  the  family.  I  have  frequently  received  answers  from 
those  to  whotn  circulars  of  enquiry  have  been  sent  stating  that-  no  person 
deprived  of  sight  lived  in  their  respective  localities,  while  as  a  matter  of  fact 
I  was  in  many  instances  personally  aware  of  the  existence  of  blind  children 
in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  the  writers.  Under  these  circomstances 
it  is  not  surprising  that  we  find  it  difficult  to  obtain  reliable  inlbrmation 
respecting  the  blind  youth  of  the  three  Lower  Provinces.  This  report  will 
be  read  by  many  who  can  fully  appreciate  the  difficulty  to  which  we  refer; 
and  we  would  respectfully  ask  all  such  persons  to  aid  us  in  the  work  in  which 
we  are  engaged,  by  making  in  their  different  localities  a  house  to  house  visi- 
tation to  ascertain  whether  or  not  there  are  any  blind  children  in  the  districts" 
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